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Manipur sees serious oxygen crisis:
Collateral damage of COVID -19 patients likely due to lack of proper oxygen supply in the hospitals
IT News
Imphal, May 3:
According to medical
science report, a normal
person can hardly live without
oxygen for 3 minutes (general)
forget about those infected
by Covid -29. For a person
whose oxygen saturation
level drops below 90% or
when the oxygen saturation
level drops by 3% every 6
minutes (say if the level is
dropped from 96% to 93%)
than the person is definitely
in medical oxygen support.
During this 2 nd wave of
COVID -19 pandemic, since
April last week the spike in
positive cases is again
climbing double everyday
with the maximum number
crossing 250 in the last couple
of days. Leaving aside the
private hospitals with COVID19 care ward- the two giant
hospitals – RIMS and JNIMS
are overcrowded with
COVID-19 positive patients.
Except some few almost all
patients either in ICUs or in
the COVID-19 care wards in
these two hospitals needs
proper medical oxygen

supply that these hospitals
demands. However, the recent
order by the Principal
Secretary, Health and Family
Welfare of the government of
Manipur dated May 1, 2021,
for allocations of Medical
Oxygen to the two major
government Institutions –
RIMS and JNIMS, is likely to
put at risk of those severe
Covid patients undergoing
treatment in the respective
hospitals.
As per the order of the
Principal Secretary ( Health
and Family Welfare) V.
Vumlunmang, the number of
D type cylinders allocated for
RIMS Hospital is 120. The
same is also allocated for
JNIMS. Source said that the
allocation is made after the
crash on the Oxygen
Generator Plant taken up
under the initiative of the
Shija Hospital and Research
Institute, depending on the
availability of medical oxygen
production capacity from the
two private Oxygen generator
firms – HVS Oxygen Plant ,
Patsoi and M/s Manipur Gas
Pvt. Ltd. Bishnupur.
However, the allocation of

medical oxygen by the state
authority has been prepared
without going into details on
the immediate requirement at
RIMS and JNIMS. According
to source from RIMS hospital
alone, a total of 270 D type
Oxygen Cylinder is required
per
day.
After
the

commissioning of the 5 PSA
Oxygen Generator plants at
RIMS, 50 D-type Oxygen
Cylinders has been produced
per day but these has been
use d for the non Covid
patient s at Casualty and
other non COVID sections.
Still then the RIMS required

220 numb er of D-Type
Oxygen Cylinder per day.
RIMS at present have 10 ICU
beds and 62 non – ICU beds
for COVID-19 patients at
present and all have been
occupied, a source from
inside RIMS said.
Similar is with JNIMS. The

Covid care wards has 98 non
ICU beds at which all are
occupied and of the total 98,
94 beds are giving Oxygen
Support. There are also 10
ICU beds at which all the
patient have been supported
by M edical Oxygen. That
means the total number of D
type Med ical O xygen is
nearly
or
over
the
requirement at RIMS. But
when cont acted with the
JNIMS authority, they are
still yet to find out the exact
number of Medical Oxygen
requirement per day.
Leaving aside the private
hospitals, it is on record that
both JN IMS and R IMS
required over 200 numbers of
D-type Oxygen cylinders.
However, the allocation of
just 120 –D type Oxygen
Cylinder per day by the state
government authority has
raise serious questions on
the safety of COVID patients
being underway treatment at
both the hospitals.
It is likely that, Manipur
may see at least 10 to 15
COVID -19 patients died due
to non availability of medical
oxygen in the coming days.

When Imphal Times
contacted the HVS Oxygen
Plant, Patsoi, an authority
there informed that they
produced 220 D Type
Cylinders per day. These
Oxygen plant even though is
private, has been put under
control by the state authority
to make sure for compliance
with the order of the Principal
Secretary.
As for the M/s Manipur
Gas Pvt. Ltd. Bishnupur,
source said that they can
hardly produced 50% of the
total needs of the state. The
source also was hesitant in
revealing the total medical
oxygen that they produce per
day and also refuse to
comment on the number of
oxygen cylinders they supply
to their clients.
With all these facts, it is
come to know that due to lack
of proper preparedness from
the site of the government in
the allocation of oxygen, the
life of those Covid-19 patients
undergoing treatment RIMS
and JNIMS are at risk and there
are possibility of massive
casualty due to shortage of
oxygen.

Consider Imposing Lockdown to 24 patients, including COVID-19 positive, died
Control Second Wave of COVID: at Karnataka hospital due to oxygen shortage
Supreme Court to Centre, States
IT Correspondent
Mumbai, May 03:

Agency
New Delhi, May 03:
Amid an exponential rise in
coronavirus cases, the Supreme
Court has urged the Centre and
states “to consider imposing a
lockdown to break the chain in
the interest of public welfare”.
It also directed the central
government to revisit its
initiatives and protocols,
including the availability of
oxygen, availability and pricing
of vaccines, and availability of
essential drugs at affordable
prices.
A three-member apex court
bench, comprising Justice D Y
Chandrachud, Justice L
Nageswara Rao and Justice
Ravindra Bhat said, “We are
cognisant of the socioeconomic impact of a lockdown,

specifically, on the marginalized
communities… thus, in case the
measure of a lockdown is
imposed, arrangements must be
made beforehand to cater to the
needs of these communities.”
Moreover, the top court
asked the Centre to formulate
within two weeks a national
policy on admissions to
hospitals in the wake of the
second wave of COVID-19 and
said no patient shall be denied
hospitalisation or essential
drugs in any state for lack of
local residential proof.
The Supreme Court’s
observation comes as India
continues to reel under the
second wave of coronavirus.
The country has been recording
over 3 lakh cases for past few
weeks. In the last 24 hours, it
reported over 3.68 fresh COVID-

19 cases. The 3,68,147 new
infections take active COVID
cases in India to 34,13,642.
Meanwhile, 3,417 people died
due to coronavirus, taking the
total death toll in India from the
pandemic to 2,18,959.
On April 20, the Centre had
revised its vaccine policy and
asserted it would procure 50 per
cent of the Covishield and
Covaxin supplies at Rs 150 per
dose and allowed states and
private hospitals to procure 50
per cent of the quota on their
own. The vaccination drive
opens for all above 18 years
from May 1.
After the revision in the
policy, SII, the manufacturer of
Covishield, has said that its
cost for states will be Rs 400 per
dose and Rs 600 per shot for
private hospitals.

Nearly 24 patients,
including some COVID-19
positive, died at district
hospital in Chamarajanagar,
the
southernmost
in
Karnataka, allegedly due to the
shortage of oxygen on
Monday.
The incident took place at
a district hospital in
Chamarajanagar where at least
144 patients are being treated.
A pall of gloom descended on
the Chamarajanagar district
hospital as the grieving kin of
the deceased gathered after
hearing the news. Family
members of the dead also
staged a demonstration at the
hospital and alleged there was
a shortage of oxygen and
raised slogans. The district
officials have, however,

denied the allegations that all
the patients died due to
oxygen shortage at the
hospital.
A total of 250 oxygen
cylinders were sent to the
hospital from Mysore in the
middle of the night as an
emergency stock as the
oxygen cylinders that were
supposed to come from Ballari
(Bellary)(north-eastern part
of Karnataka) did not reach
the hospital due to a delay in
supply.
Chamarajanagar district
in-charge Minister S Suresh
Kumar, who is also the Primary
and Secondary Education
Minister, said he has ordered
a death audit report from the
district administration into the
incident. “We are waiting for
the death audit report,”
Suresh Kumar said. However
all the deaths did not occur

Rape and death of minor girl in Assam irked women body
IT News
Imphal, May 03:
Eastern
Himalayan
Women Forum (EHWF), a
network
of
women
organization working to the
cause of indigenous women
and children in Eastern
Himalayan Region of North
East India expressed deep
concerns about the rape and
death of the 12 yr old minor
girl in Nagaon, Assam.
A statement signed by its
Convenor, Maggie L Ralte
said that the minor girl was a
resident of Kudam Ronghang
Arong under Boithalangso
police station in West Karbi
Anglong district.

It said that the minor girl’s
parents dropped her in the
residence
of
Paresh
Borthakur in 2018 with a faith
that she could be treated as a
daughter by Borthakur and
provide her education. Paresh
Borthakur is a resident of
Khaigor village in Nagaon’s
Raha area. The ignorant minor
tribal girl has been physically,
mentally, sexually assaulted
several times.
On April 22, 2021, the
tragic incident occurred at the
residence of the perpetrator,
Prakesh Borthakur and his
son Nayanivoti Borthakur.
She was set on fire.
Many claimed that the
minor girl was pregnant and

she was burnt to death to
destroy the proof that she had
been raped.
“We are extremely
concerned about the number
of rape cases throughout
North Eastern state especially
in
Nagaon
and
the
widespread pattern of
violence against women. The
incident has revealed that at
least 5,000 children (from a
reliable source) from Karbi
Anglong are presently living
in Nagaon district, in towns
like Raha, where they are
made to work as household
help. The government has
failed to carry out Beti Bachao
Beti Padhao scheme. This
scheme was unleashed with

the aim of generating
awareness to encourage girls
and inspire to pursue their
education. This is indeed
very sad to know that this
remains in the paper and not
executed to save and educate
girl child. This child labour
practices need to be stopped
and the government really
need to pay special attention
to the children from Karbi
Anglong living in Nagaon
District,” the statement of the
Eastern Himalayan Women
Forum said.
The forum expressed
strong condemnation to the
heinous crime committed
against this 12 year old minor
girl who was raped and

murdered and call upon the
Assam government - both the
Chief Minister Sarbananda
Sonowal and the Governor
Jagdish Mukhi to form Special
Investigation Team to carry
out fair investigation as soon
as possible and to book all the
culprits under POCSO Act
within 6 months so that
justice is delivered in the court
of law.
The Forum also urged the
government of Assam to pay
special attention to the children
from Karbi Anglong living in
Nagaon District and start
rescuing the children under
child labour and come up with
measures and more stringent
laws and implement it.

due to oxygen shortage. “It’s
not appropriate to say that all
the 24 deaths happened due
to oxygen shortage. These
deaths happened from Sunday
morning to this morning. The
oxygen shortage happened in
the wee hours of Monday —
from 12.30 am to 2.30 am,”
Suresh Kumar said. Chief
Minister BS Yediyurappa
called the officials to inquire
into
the
incident
in
Chamarajanagar.
In the meanwhile Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi attacked
the central government over
the Chamarajanagar incident

and the deaths that have been
reported across the country
due to the oxygen shortage.
“Died or Killed? My heartfelt
condolences to their families.
How much more suffering
before the ‘system’ wakes
up?” Rahul Gandhi said in a
tweet.
Hospitals across the
country, especially the states
that have been witnessing an
upsurge in the COVID-19
cases, have been sending out
desperate messages of help
on social media and other
platforms, flagging their
dwindling stocks of oxygen.

28th Anniversary of
Pangal’s Black Day
observed
IT News
Imphal, May 3:
Delhi Association of Manipur
Muslim Students (DAMMS)
today
observed
28th
Anniversary of Pangal’s Black
Day in commemoration to the
May 4, 1993 communal clash in
the state leading to the death of
around 100 innocent lives.
“Today marks the 28th
anniversary of one of the most
tragic days in the history of
Manipuri’s in general and
Manipur Muslims (henceforth
Pangals) in particular. The day is
observed annually as the darkest
day in the history of Pangals”, a
statement from DAMMS said.
On this day i.e. on 3rd May and
the next i.e. 4th May of 1993,more
than 100 Pangals were dead.
Following the clash many

started fleeing from their villages,
many were turned into destitute
in their own homeland. Certainly,
many have changed their
livelihood in the hope they would
be secured in their economic,
social and cultural life.
Observing the day the Delhi
Association of Manipur Muslim
Students (DAMMS) demands
for Constituting an independent
Special Investigation Team (SIT)
to ensure that all the perpetrators
are made public. The DAMMS
also demanded compensation to
the bereaved family members
and all those destitute brought
about by the incident.
The DAMMS also urged for
a public apology from the
majority community to the
Pangals at large and to ensure
similar incidents will not happen
again.
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The Labour Scenario Appears Grim On International Workers Day
The Migrant Workers...A Most Vulnerable Lot
By- Raju Vernekar
Mumbai
While the International Workers
Day is celebrated on First May, the
labour scenario appears grim with
loss of jobs, closure of industrial
units and the plight of migrant and
informal workers remains vulnerable
with many of them returning to their
native places by available mode of
transport due to financial hardship,
that follows a lockdown.
International workers day
The International Workers’ Day
also known as Labour Day and May
day, became associated with the
labour movement in the late 19th
century, after trade unions and
socialist groups designated it as a
day in support of workers. It was
decided to observe the International
Workers Day in memory of the
Haymarket affair of 1886, in Chicago
in the United States, in which a
peaceful rally in support of workers
led to violent clash with the police,
leading to the death of 4 civilians
and 7 police officers. In India, May
Day was first celebrated on May 1,

1923, after the Labour Kisan Party
of Hindustan initiated and Comrade
Singaravelar
helmed
the
celebrations.
Lock down and Job loss
In its data released soon after the
first national lock down imposed
from March 25,2020 onwards, the
Centre for Monitoring Indian
Economy (CMIE) and the ILOADB stated that 18.9 million
salaried jobs were lost during April
2020-July 2020. But, employment
in the informal sector increased by
8 million, compared to last July
2019. The ILO report suggested
that 04.1 million youth lost the
jobs, especially from construction
and agriculture. But these are
mostly informal sector jobs.
Aatmanirbhar Bharat Rozgar
Yojana
The Union Government in March
this year stated that around 16.5
lakh people were benefited from the
Aatmanirbhar Bharat Rozgar Yojana
(ABRY), launched in October 2020
to encourage hiring in the country
amid the COVID-19 pandemic.
Now with re- imposition of mini
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State fails to start
vaccination drive for
people above 18 years
IT Desk
Imphal, May 03:
Even as many states across India including the state of
Manipur fails to start the mass vaccination of people who
are above 18 years of age from May 1 due to non availability
of vaccines report appeared in the All India Radio said that
Centre has provided over 16 crore 54 lakh vaccine doses
free of cost to states, UTs as of today.
The report said that, of the total consumption of doses
including wastages is over 15 crore 79 lakh. The Union Health
and Family Welfare Ministry has said that more than 75 lakh
vaccines doses are still available with the States and Union
Territories.
The Ministry has assured that more than 59 lakh 70
thousand vaccine doses will be provided to States and Union
Territories within the next three days.
The Health Ministry has said, vaccination is a crucial
pillar in the fight against the corona virus and a third phase
of Covid-19 vaccination has already started in the country.
The Ministry has informed that the highest numbers of over
14 lakh 25 thousand vaccine doses are available in Uttar
Pradesh, followed by Bihar wherein eight lakh 69 thousand
doses are left to be administered to the beneficiaries.
However, those who have registered through the COWIN
to get vaccination which was announced from May 1, people
in the state could not star vaccination due to unavailability
of vaccine in the state. The Shija Hospital and Research
center have also stopped vaccination today after there were
no stock of vaccine in the hospital.
According source from the State Health department the
private hospitals have been directed to procure the vaccine
from the Serum Institute of India. However, source from the
private hospitals based in Imphal said that when they
contacted the serum institute to procure the vaccine they
were told to get it from their respective state government.
Nothing has been clear as of now and the vaccination may
delay in the state as there is no way that any private hospital
can procure the vaccine without prior deposit before 7 days
, a source said.
It may be mention that the CEO of the Serum Institute of
India, Mr. Adar Poonwalla , had gone to United Kingdom
following threats and pressure from various Chief Ministers
and powerful Indian Corporate figures. Due to this there are
various problem and challenges face by the Institute in
producing and supply of the vaccine to private parties,
However , as reported by Telegarph, the CEO is all set to
return to India to continue his service in a few days. Source
said that after his return the problem of vaccine shortage
may be sorted out soon.
Still than the people above the age of 18 as well as those
above 45 are unlikely to get vaccine in the coming seven
days.
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Migrant workers heading on foot towards their native places during lock down.( file pic)
lock down this year in parts of
India, the unemployment touched
8.6% for the week ending April 11,
2021 from 6.7% two weeks ago, as
per CMIE. The hit is more severe in
urban areas where it’s nearing 10%.
During the lockdown last year, an
estimated 200 migrant workers
including their children reportedly
died on their way back home. It was
pathetic to watch women with babes
in arms trudging their way in the
scorching sun. Each day’s
economic productivity decides the
wages of the migrant workers. Since
they became economically
unproductive during the lockdown,
they do not receive any payment.
With little or no savings at hand, a
massive exodus of migrant workers
took place last year.
After the crisis was highlighted
the Union government-organized
special “Shramik trains” and
temporary ration supplies for
migrant workers. However social
protection continued to dodge
them. This year too the same
scenario is being repeated with long
queues of migrant workers outside
railway stations in Mumbai, New
Delhi and Gujarat, and other places.
The migrant workers comprise
those handling menial jobs,
construction workers and others.
They are people employed by
contractors for piecemeal work
which neither guarantees a job
continuation nor social security
benefits. The migrants also include

roadside hawkers. These migrants
live in slums or live in the open
without access to water and
sanitation. They are subjected to
exclusion and alienation in urban
labour markets.
Although the Inter-State Migrant
Workmen
(Regulation
of
Employment and Conditions of
Service) Act, 1979, existed earlier, its
provisions were largely overlooked
by most states with no records of
workers maintained. Now the
provisions of this act have been
subsumed into the Occupational
Safety, Health and Working
Conditions Act (OSHWCA), under
the Industrial Relations Code, 2020
passed in September last year. Earlier
there was also the Unorganised
Worker Social Security Act 2008
which made the registration of
migrant workers compulsory for
employers. But by and large, this
act was also not implemented in
letter and spirit.
New labour code
Chapter XI, Part II of the
OSHWCA, pertains to migrant
workers. But it is silent about the
migrants who move within state
borders or intra-state migrants.
Besides, there is no provision to
make companies file annual reports
with the labour departments on
migrant workers employed and
allowances paid to them. The act
provides for a jail term of up to one
year and a fine of Rs 1,000 for
violating any contained provisions.

It also says that the owner of the
establishment employing migrant
workers can be prosecuted for
violations. Under the act, the labour
inspector is the principal
implementer, which gives him
powers to conduct inspections and
take testimonies of the workers at
any time. It also provides for 2 years
of jail for obstructing his work.
The OSHWA covers any worker
who has migrated to another state,
including self-employed workers. It
also calls for their registration on a
portal that the Central government
and the state governments have
been mandated to set up. However,
the exact mechanism through which
this will be done and how the
responsibilities
related
to
registration would be fixed is not
clear.
The migrants
As per the Census 2011, there are
over 45 crore migrants in the
country. Uttar Pradesh and Bihar are
the largest sources of inter-state
migrants, while Maharashtra and
Delhi are the largest receiver states.
According to reports of the state
labour bureaus, not more than 5%
of the migrant workers are enrolled
with any state government agency
with the only exception of Odisha,
which has a helpline and facilities
for children of migrant workers.
Besides, the Goa government has
become a first state to set up a
dedicated cell to resolve the issues
being faced by migrants labourers.

There are over 11 lakh migrants in
Goa.
The gesture by states
Last year, some states including
Maharashtra, Delhi, and Bihar had
made arrangements for shelter
homes for migrant workers and had
provided them food and food
grains. Now with the imposition of
semi lock-down, following the
second wave of COVID-19, the
Maharashtra Government has asked
developers
to
provide
accommodation
to
their
construction workers near the
worksite and to ensure that their
COVID-19 related tests are carried
out. The government has also made
a one-time payment of Rs 5000 to
over 9 lakh construction workers
under Direct Benefit Transfer says
Maharashtra Labour Minister
Hassan Mushriff, who has
maintained that more benefits would
flow in favour of the migrant
workers, once the data is upgraded.
There are nearly 13 lakh registered
building construction workers in
Maharashtra, for whom a sum of Rs
137.61 crore has been earmarked.
The government has also been
providing free meals- “Shiv Bhojan”
to the migrant workers in and
around Mumbai, to check the
migrants from leaving the city and
returning to their villages outside
Maharashtra.
Now with the Centre’s direction
to states to maintain the data of
migrant workers, it is expected that
the process is uniformly
implemented throughout India. This
would automatically show the
movement of workers and can
ensure stipulated minimum wages
to them.
If the Government department
titled “Protector of Immigrants”
(POI), is set up, it will safeguard
the interest of migrant workers and
will also be able to prevent illegal
immigrants from entering the
country through porous borders.
There is no secret that a sizable
number of illegal immigrants from
Bangladesh, who include domestic
help and unskilled workers, are
working in many states in India.
Such arrangement could be on the
lines of “Protector of Emigrants”
(POE) under which intending
emigrants are given clearance, to
protect and aid them during their
stay abroad.

Mental stress of Virtual learning: Need for
change in learning methods

By- Vijay GarG
As schools in India switched to
an online mode, the learning
experience has taken a new form it’s now all study and no play.
The initial lure of freedom to do
anything while attending classes
from the comfort of home has faded
and a “Zoom Fatigue” has set in.
Zoom classes are exhausting that’s one thing school students
across the nation will collectively
agree on! Necessary as they may
be in the times of the pandemic,
staring at the computer screen
continuously for 5-6 hours a day
while plowing through the syllabus,
is no fun, to say the least. As schools
in India switched to an online mode

, the learning experience has taken
a new form - it’s now all study and
no play. While kids can log in to
their classes from home,
unfortunately, they can’t bring the
playground home.
In a race to make up for the learning
time lost due to the lockdown,
schools have made playtime an
expendable diversion - but is play
just a pastime?
Zooming into a Mental Health
crisis
Playing has immense benefits on
the cognitive development of
children. Remote learning, however,
is anything but playful! The initial
lure of freedom to do anything while
attending classes from the comfort
of home has faded and a “Zoom
Fatigue” has set in.
After strenuous school classes,
there are online tuitions and then
online hobby classes. Kids seldom
have a chance to get off their chair;
and as parents worry about keeping
their kids safe during this pandemic,
going out to play with friends is also
discouraged.
Playtime has now become a
distant memory - both online and
offline; and the effects are showing.

According to a review of over 80
different studies, social distancing
and school closure have increased
mental health problems in children
and adolescents. Kids are reporting
higher levels of boredom, and
frustration.
The isolation from their peers,
teachers, extended families, and
community networks is creating a
negative psychological outcome for
them.
Another study says children feel
unmotivated and miss their friends.
They are skipping assignments,
surfing the internet during classes,
and simply not paying attention.
A case for playful learning
The missing ingredients? Peer
interactions and a sense of
belonging. Kids learn as much from
their friends and environment, as
they do from their teachers. The inperson connections that they make
during lunch breaks, at the
playground, or after school with
their classmates are a critical part of
their development.
Shifting the studies to Zoom
cannot replace this holistic
experience of school. So while
scientists work on a vaccine that will

make the world a safer place again,
what can the educators do to ensure
children get to enjoy wholesome
learning?
We need to let go of rote learning
and focus on developing deeper
knowledge by gamifying concepts
and role-playing different subjects.
After all, you can’t become a baker
by reading cookbooks alone; you’ll
need to burn a few cakes (and eat
them too) to master your craft.
Similarly, when children learn by
doing instead of reading, they
remain deeply engaged and buzzing
with curiosity. It also builds their
higher-order thinking skills - which
include
everything
from
imagination, communication, and
teamwork to softer personality
aspects like self-awareness and
sense of purpose.
Another important aspect of the
play is that it brings peers together,
and gives children a sense of
belonging. While nothing can
replace face-to-face human
interactions, making learning
enjoyable and playful can be a
crucial link to solving the growing
mental health issues faced by
students.
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