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India crosses a major landmark with more than 1
Cr vaccine doses administered for 18-44 age group
under Phase-3 of Vaccination Drive; Manipur
recorded just 6,469 doses
IT News/ PIB
New Delhi, May 24:
Even as Manipur record of
age 18-44 vaccination with just
around 6000 per day since it
starts on may 17, India has
crossed a significant landmark
in its fight against COVID19
pandemic today. A PIb report
said that the country has administered more than 1 Cr
(1,06,21,235) Vaccine Doses for
18-44 age group under Phase-3
of Vaccination Drive. Vaccination is an integral pillar of the
comprehensive strategy of
Government of India for containment and management of
the pandemic, along with Test,
Track, Treat and COVID Appropriate Behaviour. Implementation of the Liberalized and Accelerated Phase-3 Strategy of
Covid-19 Vaccination has
started from 1st May 2021.

The cumulative number of
COVID-19 vaccine doses administered in the country exceeded 19.60 Cr today under the
Phase-3 of the nationwide Vaccination Drive. For the state of
Manipur the commulative number of people vaccinated is
4,25,391 of these only 79,773
have administered 2nd dose vaccination.
Number of death occured in
just 23 days (from May 2 to May
23) is 278 and the number of
people tested positive is 12,125
in the state of Manipur. death
toll remain 2 digit in this 23
days and expert says the death
toll in Manipur is likely to increase in the next few weeks.
As for the country, a total
of 19,60,51,962 vaccine doses
have been administered
through 28,16,725 sessions, as
per the provisional report till 7
am today. These include

97,60,444 HCWs who have
taken the 1st dose and 67,06,890
HCWs who have taken the 2nd
dose, 1,49,91,357 FLWs (1st
dose), 83,33,774 FLWs (2nd
dose), 1,06,21,235 beneficiaries
under 18-44 age group (1st dose),
6,09,11,756 (1st dose) and
98,18,384 (2nd dose) beneficiaries
aged 45 to 60 years. 5,66,45,457
1stdose beneficiaries and
1,82,62,665 2nd dose beneficiaries
of more than 60 years old.
India’s Daily Recoveries
continue to outnumber the
Daily New Cases for the 11th
consecutive day. 3,02,544 recoveries were registered in the
last 24 hours.
India’s cumulative recoveries have reached 2,37,28,011 today. The National Recovery
Rate has grown further to touch
88.69%.
Ten states account for
72.23% of the new recoveries.

In another positive development, India has recorded less
than 3 lakh Daily New Cases for
eight consecutive days now. The
gap between Daily New Cases
and Daily Recovered Cases has
reduced to 80,229 today.
2,22,315 Daily New Cases
were registered in the last 24
hours.
India’s total Active
Caseload has decreased to
27,20,716 today.
A net decline of 84,683 is
witnessed in the last 24 hours.
It now comprises 10.17% of the
country’s total Positive Cases.
A total of 19,28,127 tests
were conducted in the last 24
hours in the country and cumulatively 33,05,36,064 tests have
been done so far. The Cumulative Positivity rate stands at
8.09% today. Weekly Positivity
Rate has also declined to
12.66%.

Social Welfare Dept organises mass testing of
Covid-19 for street based drug users
IT News
Imphal, May 24:
As part of the Government
initiative to fight Covid-19 pandemic, Social Welfare Department, Government of Manipur,
Federation of India NGO for
Drug Addict Prevention
FINGODAP- Manipur Chapter
and Private De-addiction Centres jointly organised mass testing of COVID-19 for street
based drugs users at the office
premise of the Directorate of
Social Welfare, Imphal today.
Director, Social Welfare Department, Ngangom Uttam
Singh stated that the free testing is being organised for the
street based drug users to find
out COVID-19 positive for
timely treatment to save and
protect their life from
coronavirus. He further said
that those who are tested negative will be taken back to an

identified Integrated Rehabilitation Centre for Addicts or a Designated De-Addiction Camp as
the case may be for further treatment. If anybody is found positive in the test will be referred

to Covid Care Centre, he added.
The Main objective of the
Testing Programme is to prevent
spreading of COVID-19 among
drugs users and to enable them
to lead a normal life after treat-

ment.
Among 60 drugs users are
expected to undergo the free
testing including 6 females
round 30 persons turn up for
COVID-19 testing today.

M U community others Condole the
demise of Covid-19 victims
IT News
Imphal, May 24:
The member of the faculty,
officers, staff and students of the
Manipur university in a meeting
held today at 1pm in the committee room of university expressed
deep sorrow at the sudden demise of Kh Nabachandra Singh,
Chowkidar a resident of
Langthabal Mantrikhong Mayai
Leikai and M Subhasini Devi
Laboratory Attendant Of
Manipur Institute of Technology
a resident of Sagoldband Salam
Leikai. The Manipur University
community paid homage to the
departed souls by observing two
minutes of silence.
On the other hand, MLA L
Jayantakumar Ex Minister of

Keishamthong AC mourned the
demise of Dr Th. Suresh Singh
who was a blending of different
characters. Agood medical practitioner he was and even he went
on to the extent of serving the
Medical Department as a Director, Health Services. Apart from
this, he was a social thinker and
also a Cultural Activist in the field
of literature and other research
works concerning the State. He
was, as I know, had been serving as a Patron Member of the
Patriotic Writers’ Forum,
Manipur. I attended the recent
publication of his book entitled
“The Endless Kabaw Valley”.
Full of suggestions and research
works which would definitely
provoke the inner conscience of
every Manipuri the book was of.

That day, I still remember and got
myself totally mesmerised when
I witnessed the different multicharacters of Dr. Th. Suresh.
A precious soul has been
snatched away from us today
creating a wide vaccum which
would be hard to mend up in the
near future.
Nothing more to say except
sharing the grief and sorrow with
the bereaved family, and I cannot but pray to the Almighty
Father to keep him in a place in
the Heavenly Abode so that his
soul may rest in peace.
Manipur State Film Development Society also mourns demised of Film Producer Dr.
Thiyam Suresh Singh
As yet Manipuri Cinema lost
other precious member of its fra-

ternity to Covid. This time is the
71-year-old, film producer, Dr.
Thiyam Suresh Singh, a resident
of Keishamthong, Laisom
Leirak, Imphal West. He tested
positive on 20 May and was being treated at the Babina Speciality hospital at Sajiwa, Imphal
East and succumbed on 23rd
May.
With him, the fatality count
of the film fraternity has gone up
to five (5). National Award winning cinematographer-Irom
Maipak, cinematographer-editor-Hem Athokpam, ActorSagolsem Romio Meitei and Producer-director and Lyricist- Em
Kay Jeet being the other four
who passed away between the
month of April-May, during the
ongoing covid pandemic.
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Vaccination in the State is a flop show

278 dies in 23 days, 12,125 tested positive –
vaccination rate conducting on 2% of the
population per day – Is it a mockery to Prime
Minister or the Chief Minister?

IT Desk
Nobody knows on what
went wrong to the covid-19
vaccination programme in the
state of Manipur as the graph
could not be rise when the
death toll death toll reached
278 in just 23 days with 12,125
people tested with the covid19 positive. The state government appealed for vaccination
to prevent severity from the
attack of the unseen virus turn
as mockery with the state
Health department authority
setting record of just 3 doses
in Senapati district on Sunday
wasting 7 doses. Each vials of
Covishield vaccine being used
in the state can jab 10 doses
and once open , the vials
could be used for just 4 hours,
a source from the immunization division told Imphal
Times.
On Sunday, vaccination of
Covid vaccine was not done
at any other vaccination centers at any of the districts of
Manipur except in Senapati
district. As Vaccination of the
Covishield has been done in
Senapati district where majority of the inhabitants are following Christian religion, and
besides, the world today in
state of emergency, and
Manipur being hit severely
with the covid-19 attack no off
da vaccination has been heard
announced by the state government. If any notification
had been issued for off day of
vaccination programme on
Sunday then those giving vaccine to three person and wasting the remaining 7 doses
should be taken up appropriate action.
The
state
Health
Department’s immunization
division is making a mockery
of the Prime Minister of India
as well as the Government of
Manipur headed by Chief
Minister N. Biren Singh as
there has been no increase in
the vaccination conducted in
the state. The Authority of the
state Health Department seems
to be busy releasing office
memorandum and conducting
virtual meeting which never
converted the decision into
action. The way that the authority of the state health department headed by Director K
Rajo, who had been re-engaged on ground best known

to the government seem to be
working on papers and not on
ground.
Since the 3rd phase vaccination began in the state on
May 17, the authority hasn’t
made any proper policy to ensure vaccination for all. The
incompetency character of the
health department is noticed on
the notice for vaccination of
the third phase (in 3rd phase
vaccination target beneficiaries
are between 18 + years to 44
years). The government of
Manipur received 39,840 doses
of Covishield vaccine on May
12. The government already
announced to start 3rd phase
vaccination from May 1. But
due to non-availability of the
vaccine stock many states including Manipur had to be delayed. Even after receiving the
vaccines for the 3rd phase on
May 12, the Health Department
authority could begin the vaccination of the age group between 18 to 44 years only on
May 17. The shocking part is
that on the department authority allocated only 7,500 doses
of Vaccine in a memorandum
dated May 13, which was
signed by Dr. T. Manihar
Singh, State Immunization Officer, Family Welfare Service
Manipur. But on the following
day for reason best known to
the SIO himself issued another
memorandum allocating another 32,280 doses for vaccination of 3rd phase. Something
seems fishy on why there were
two memorandum on consecutive days have to be issued.
On the other hand , even
after knowing the fact that there
were no public transports and
no private vehicles or even
pedestrians were not allowed
in the state as strict curfew has
been imposed in the state, only
2 vaccination centers have
been opened for all the 16 districts of the state. And that too,
on the 1st day of the 3rd phase
vaccination programme started
(May 17) only 16 vaccination
centers were open in each district. On the first day even
though 1000s of people within
the age of 18 to 44 have registered using Cowin application
the state could vaccinated
only 1,828 people. Vaccination
of the third phase could not be
started at Kamjong district
even after 1,590 doses have
been allocated.

On the following day no
vaccination of aged between 18
to 44 was conducted at any of
the district. On 19 May the
vaccination increases after the
vaccination centers have been
increased reaching the number
of doses given to age group 18
to 44 as 4,319. However, the
vaccine doses given to this age
group again decline.
On May 20 , just 73 vaccine doses were given at
Kamjong districts only. No
vaccination of this age group
was conducted at the remaining 15 districts.
On May 21 , the number
doses given to age group 18 to
44 was only 73 at Kamjong district. And no vaccination was
done at the remaining 15 districts. On May 21 , dose given
to the mention age group was
only 2567
doses at
Churachandpur, Imphal East ,
Jiribam, Kamjong, and Ukhrul
district. No vaccination of this
age group was conducted on
that day at the remaining 11
districts.
On May 22 , 246 vaccine
doses were given to the 3rd
phase age group (18 to 44
years) at Imphal East and
Kamjong district only. There
were no vaccination center
open for all eligible at Noney,
Pherzawl and Senapati district.
Assuming no wastage, the
total vaccination given in the
age group of third phase
(18years to 44 years) is only
6,469 doses as on May 23 (yesterday). Reliable source from
the State Vaccine Store (SVS)
is over 1 lakh. On calculation
by Imphal Times the vaccine
stock should be around 1.2
lakhs doses.
Total number of people received first dose (including all)
as per the government released
record is 3,45,618 people and
this who already jab the 2nd
dose is 79,773.
The vaccination conducting per day is at an average of
6000 people for a population of
over 30 lakhs.
It is not because there are
no adequate stocks of vaccines but due to the incompetency of the vaccine immunization division under the state
national health Mission and
partially by the Director of
Health, K Rajo as he had been
appointed as the chairman to
look into the overall matters.
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Role of Teacher: Helping
and Guiding Students
Today, becoming a teacher goes beyond planning
informative lessons. In fact, teachers become more parents of students due to the amount of time they spend in
the educational institution.
Key teacher roles in the classroom
Within the classroom, a teacher can play a variety of
roles. It describes the work of each teacher, taking into
account the needs, age of their students and the demands of the chair that is being taught.
By: Vijay GarG
1-Advisor
Training is a key role for teachers. This role involves
encouraging students’ desire to learn and giving them their best performance.
2- Father or mother
Teachers spend a lot of time with their students. Because of this, they often
become fathers or mothers to their students.
This role involves guiding young people across the academic plane, listening to their problems and advising them.
3- Regulator
The teacher is the person in charge of the classroom. Therefore, you must
regularly regulate what students do, what they say, and how they say it.
This role is considered by teachers on a variety of occasions, including:
- At the beginning of the class, when the materials used in the lesson appear.
- Before starting any activity, when its guidelines are exposed.
- When it is important to discipline students.
4- Promoter
In this case, the teacher acts as a teleprompter or pointer, giving the students
only the necessary information when deemed necessary.
Typically, the teacher uses this role during oral presentations when a student
forgets the correct word, loses the training of ideas, or cannot continue with the
presentation.
In these cases, the teacher suggests a word or idea to the student that allows
him to continue the activity.
5- Administrator
The role of the administrator is most important that the teacher must fulfill as
it involves planning the lessons to be taught.
The organization will vary according to the chair being taught. For example,
if it is a scientific subject (such as chemistry or biology) the teacher will organize
the lesson into two phases: a theoretical phase (which will be in the classroom)
and a practical phase (which will be done in a lab).
The administrator is also in charge of giving proper instructions so that the
students can carry out the activities efficiently.
In this sense, part of your job as an administrator is to combine the functions
of a regulator.
6- Role model
Teachers often do not consider themselves role models. Yet they are.
Students spend a lot of time surrounded by teachers, so indirectly they
become important figures for the student’s life.
For this reason, it is the duty of teachers to behave foolishly so that they can
set a good example for their students.
7- Source of information
Another role of the teacher is to be a source of information for the students.
While it is true that students have academic text and other resources, the teacher
also provides new data while correcting the information given in the textbooks.
Similarly, it helps students enrich vocabulary, providing them with key words
that act as aids during communicative activities presented in the classroom.
However, the teacher should not interfere in the student’s research and learning process as a source of information.
In other words, it’s not about providing them with all the information or
limiting the spaces for investigation, it’s about acting as a guide in the process.
8-Advisor
The role of advisor occurs when the teacher confirms the progress of his
students. To do this, the teacher creates an environment in which he can assess
students: between exams, exhibitions, oral assessments, workshops, and more.
As an advisor, the teacher must verify that the criteria required by the chair
and school curriculum are being followed.
Similarly, it is the job of teachers to provide students with grades for their
performance and to provide them with refinements and recommendations that
will provide them for future activities.
9- Teachers
The role of the teacher is based on providing guidance and support to the
students. Typically, the teacher plays this role when students need to do a
project at home.
What the teacher does in this case is to monitor the progress of the students’
work, to clarify any doubts that may arise, to make recommendations, among
others.
This role is ideal for the study of individual cases. On the other hand, it can
be inconvenient if students rely on teacher assistance.
10- Participants
The role of participant occurs when the teacher engages with his students in
the activities he has planned for the class. This role allows the teacher to communicate in the classroom, so that the students do not feel like a distant personality.

Assam Rifles extends assistance
to Orphanage Home in Chandel
IT News
Imphal, May 24:
Chandel Battalion under the aegis of IGAR (South) extended assistance to Orphanage Home in Hnatham village of Chandel on yesterday.
In order to assist the home to tide over the lockdown induced difficulties, essential commodities, masks, gloves, sanitizers and daily use items
were provided to the children.
The children were also educated about COVID-19 protocols like maintaining social distancing, wearing of masks and regular washing of hands
to safeguard themselves.
The orphanage home administrators expressed their heartfelt gratitude
and appreciated the endeavour of Assam Rifles.
Letters, Feedback and Suggestions to ‘Imphal Times’
can be sent to our e-mail : imphaltimes@gmail.com. For advertisement
kindy contact: - 0385-3590330 (O). For time being readers can reach the
office at Cell Phone No. 9862860745 for any purpose.
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A case for lives & livelihoods: Safely
continuing the infrastructure projects will
help return our economy to health
By: Rajiv Kumar
Vice-Chairman, Niti Aayog
There is a strong case for continuing large-scale construction
and infrastructure projects where
there is good capacity to control
the spread of infections.
On March 24, 2020, with little
known about the method of infection, prevention, control and cure
for the disease, India announced a
nationwide lockdown of 21 days
that eventually lasted until May 31,
2020, before ending in stages. Cost
of that lockdown was steep but
necessary. But it became apparent
as we learnt more about the virus
and its behaviour that a hyper-local approach to control the spread
of the infection could be equally if
not more effective while having far
less impact on economic activity
and livelihoods than a countrywide
lockdown.
By the end of the first wave it
was apparent that in this vast and
diverse country, different states
were at very different stages of the
pandemic, their state of preparedness, and their balance between
lives and livelihoods. Forcing enterprises that were located in unaffected districts to close was an inferior option to letting states determine their local strategies for dealing with the virus.
The double-digit growth of
bank deposits compared to less
than 5% growth in non-food credit
from commercial banks reflects weak
demand sentiments. Capacity
utilisation in industry is still at less
than 70%, far below the 80%
threshold believed to trigger a selfreinforcing virtuous investment
cycle. Growth impulses from cash
transfers, which are not substantial and prolonged, would be short-

lived, leaving India with even higher
general government debt without
any sustainable benefits.
India instead eschewed the path
of reckless fiscal expansion and
chose to focus on improving the
productive capacity of the
economy through expenditures on
sectors with relatively higher economic multiplier impact and employment generation potential that
will also make India’s economy more
globally competitive.
Construction of infrastructure
and real estate create about five
times the jobs for the money spent
relative to the number of jobs generated per unit of investment in
other sectors of the economy. The
largest enterprises in these sectors
have the capacity to minimise the
spread of infections among their
workforce. To support economic
growth by improving India’s global competitiveness in manufacturing and services and generating
livelihoods, it would be advisable
to accelerate investment in infrastructure, logistics and improve the
building stock in the country including the rejuvenation and regeneration of urban space.
The argument that the resources for construction or infrastructure can just be alternately invested in hospitals is fallacious.
India definitely needs more and
better hospitals. But these outlays
have to go hand in hand with the
much slower cycle of producing the
required number of health service
professionals. It is worth noting
that the government has accorded
special attention to the healthcare
sector, increasing overall outlay to
health and wellbeing by more than

135% over last year. Since 2014, the
number of AIIMS campuses have
grown 267% from six to 22, medical colleges have grown 48% from
381 to 565, with undergraduate
seats growing 58% from 54,348 to
85,726 and postgraduate seats
growing 80% from 30,191 to
54,275. The pace of expansion of
numbers of healthcare professionals is un pre cedented in the
country’s history.
The argument that construction
or infrastructure spending takes
away from providing for oxygen,
drugs or vaccinations, is also fallacious. There is unspent allocation
reflecting bottlenecks including
supply, coordination, and execution
at various levels.
Last October for example, the
Centre ordered 162 oxygen plants
for public health facilities in states
to be delivered in 2020 although
daily infections were already declining. By mid-April only 33 were
installed, but the initial orders were
more than tripled last month. Clearly
the constraints are other than financial resources. It is worth reemphasising that measures to
counter the pandemic have not
faced even the slightest financial
constraint at any point of time.
Assertions that the redevelopment of the Central Vista of New
Delhi is taking away resources from
pressing concerns like healthcare
and pollution for a vanity project
are therefore misplaced and indeed
mal-intentioned. The project for the
redevelopment of urban spaces in
Delhi started well before the start
of the pandemic. To slow down
these projects midway or stop them
completely, when the economy

needs the jobs and demand created
by these public expenditures,
would indeed be a travesty. This is
especially true when well-reputed
companies, which are in charge of
these projects, have the demonstrated capacity to minimise the
spread of infections.
The consolidation of central
ministries and departments in a
single location will surely improve
the functioning efficiency of and
between the currently disparately
spread central government ministries. By better connecting the offices to shared transportation at
high frequency will save time, reduce road congestion, and lower
pollution. Those who visit the
various bhawans today realise
these buildings are well past their
expiry date, especially if one
takes into account the needs for
energy efficiency and need for ergo no m i ca l ly d e s i gn e d wo rk
spaces. Most of these office buildings have over the years become a
patchwork of ugly retrofitting and
extensions.
Efforts to slow the pace of reacceleration in infections and addressing the fallout, are taking the
attention of the whole of the government. Simultaneously, timely
completion of infrastructure and
building projects in India will go a
long way in bringing down India’s
cost of capital, recycle capital faster,
and accelerate the pace of growth
and employment generation of our
economy. Continuing infrastructure and large building projects
along with maintaining appropriate
measures to prevent the spread of
infections will help return our
economy to health earlier.

Antibiotics, zinc, steam: Kerala doctor wants
black fungus cause hunt to go beyond steroids
By: Simrin Sirur
otics, zinc, and steaming.
Dr Rajeev Jayadevan, a leading
In the thread, he cited an analysis of 210 patients - conducted by gastroenterologist in Kerala, cites an analysis
Dr V.P. Pandey of Mahatma Gandhi
of 210 patients to state there are factors
Memorial Government Medical College, Indore - to state there are facbeyond steroid use and diabetes in emerging
tors beyond steroid use and diabecases of mucormycosis
tes (also believed to be a risk factor) in the emerging cases of mucormycosis.
of the patients, while 100 per cent
Other possible causes
According to Jayadevan, Dr were on antibiotics.
Citing a study by Italian rePandey analysed 210 cases of muJayadevan said 21 per cent of searchers, Dr Jayadevan said the
cormycosis across 4 hospitals in the patients studied by Dr Pandey use of antibiotics for a viral infecIndore - Maharaja Yeshwantrao were not diabetic. Just about 52 per tion like coronavirus ought to be
Hospital, Sri Aurobindo Institute of cent of the patients were on oxy- investigated for causing “superinMedical Sciences, Choithram Hos- gen, he added. Incorrect adminis- fections in Covid-19”.
pital and Research Centre, and tration of oxygen has been cited as
“Azithromycin, Doxycycline,
Bombay Hospital. Of these, ste- one of the possible causes of mu- even carbapenems are seen on preroids were not used on 14 per cent cormycosis.
scriptions. Antibiotics are known
to increase risk of fungal infections,” Dr Jayadevan wrote.
Flagging the possibility of zinc
being a factor, he said “fungi thrive
in zinc-rich environment, and mammalian cells try to keep zinc away
from fungus to avoid infection”.
As for steam, he said an excess
of it “can damage the delicate mucus layer and even cause burns
along the mucosa, making it easy
for fungus to breach our natural defence”. “Burns caused 10-20% of
past mucormycosis in India,” he
added.
Steaming has emerged as a
popular home remedy for its supposed benefits for Covid prevention and treatment. While steaming
is useful to relieve congestion or a
cold in the upper respiratory tract,
it does not help with pneumonia or
any condition of the lung, or help
Black Fungus infected patients wait for surgery at a ward near the operation theatre at government ENT
treat an infection in any way, exHospital in Hyderabad.
perts say.

Niti Aayog member (health) V.K.
Paul said at a briefing Saturday that
a link between steroid use for Covid
treatment and mucormycosis or
black fungus, a disease being
widely reported among patients
who have recover ed from
coronavirus, could not be denied.
However, a former president of
the Indian Medical Association’s
Cochin chapter has said that the
government must widen its search
for the cause of the sudden black
fungus outbreak, which has been
declared an epidemic by several
states. In a Twitter thread, Dr
Rajeev Jayadevan, a gastroenterologist, named three potential
causes to be investigated: Antibi-
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