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Dr. Rajesh Kumar, CS
Manipur discharged today
from RIMS Hospital
IT News
Imphal, May 13:

Rs.2/-

Something not seems rights with the
Covid-19 vaccination in the state:
It may take over 3 months to complete the vaccination of
45 years plus people of the state
IT News
Imphal, May 13:

Dr. Rajesh Kumar, Chief
Secretary to the Government
of Manipur was discharged
from the RIMS Hospital today.
Dr. Rajesh Kumar was admitted with COVID -19 Pneumonia, which involved major part
of the lungs. After 24 (twenty
four) days medications, Oxygen therapy at tapering flow
and Physiotherapy, he succeeded in coming out of the
crisis. He has been comfortable without oxygen support
for the last 4 (four) days. He is
weak because of the prolonged hospitalization but
quick recovery is expected at
home.
Prof. A. Santa Singh, Director, RIMS thanked the doctors, nurses and other staff
who had worked tirelessly to
fight COVID-19 pandemic and
requested the public to follow
SOPs and COVID-19 Appropriate behavior strictly.
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There seems something
seriously wrong to the
vaccination programme
being conducted by the
state government to
ensure safety from the
Covid-19 infection. As per
data releases from the
state Health authority it is
likely to take more than
three months to get
vaccinated two months if
the speed of the speed of
the vaccination drive
continue with that of the
last 4 days assuming that
there are no shortage of
vaccine.
As per the official
record released by the
state health authority total
number of vaccinated from
May 9 to May 12 (i.e
between 4 days) is 25,031
people. Total number of
people above the age of

45 as of yesterday is
recorded as 291152
people. And the number of
people vaccinated for 2nd
dose has reached 78,203
only. And those people
who are above 45 years
and who were told to start
vaccination from May 1
still have not been getting
the opportunity due to
lack of Covishield vaccines. The total number of
people between ages 18 to
45 is approximately around
6 lakhs as per the census
record of 2011. Naturally,
the number would have
been more in 2021.
As per the 2011
census, the total number
of people above 45 years
is 564,527. This too has
been increased a lot in
2021. Assuming the total
population of 45 years
above people base on the
census report of 2011, the
total number of people yet

to get even the first dose
vaccine is 273,368 people
(45 years+).
As per the record of
the health department in
four days, only 25,031
people can be vaccinated.
That means on average
the state vaccinate
Covishield to only around
6250 people. If the remaining people above 45 years
who have not jabbed the
vaccine be vaccinated to
the present vaccination
rate, it will take around 2
and half months, and
these two assuming there
is no shortage of
Covishield vaccine.
On the hand, source
said that the state at
present has only around
40,000 doses left with the
arrival of around 39, 000
doses of Covishield
yesterday.
The way vaccination
programme is being

underway seems rather a
show than the intention to
protect all the citizens.
Without increasing the
vaccination centers in the
state it will take times of
over 2 months or more
which will make no
significance of the vaccination programme.
Government authority
needs immediate review of
the vaccination programme
or else the rising case of
Covid -19 cases will not be
ae to curb. After all every
knows the case of -people
tested with Covid 19 is
reaching its peak at a time
when the state authority is
imposing curfew. May 7
recorded 600 positive case
while on May 12 the case
of positive with covid
reached 666 with 17 death.
In between May 7 to May
12 the number of positive
cases was also 3 digit
number.

RIMS Postponed
“Vaccine inequity”-12 Opposition Gap between two doses of Covishield
Vaccine extended from 6-8 weeks to 12interview for
leaders write to PM Modi
16 weeks based on recommendation of
engagement of Nurses
COVID Working Group

IT News
Imphal, May 13:

Interview for engagement of
nurse on a temporary basis for
Regional Institute of Medical
Sciences, scheduled to begin 10
a.m today, (May 13, 2021),
through video conferencing
using zoom application, has
been postponed without giving
next scheduled for the interview
giving a reason for the postponement as technical issues.
The order of the postponement of the interview has been
issued by the Administrative
Officer of RIMS today. The order does not mention any details of the so-called technical
issue being faced in conducting the interview. Even a common person without any technical knowledge of software

knows to handle zoom applications and in an institution like
RIMS, lack of internet facilities
is out of the question.
Interestingly, the order also
fails to mention the next scheduled for the interview. It only
said that the next scheduled interview will be notified later. This
means the authority of the
RIMS may even cancel the engagement of nurses on a temporary basis.
The source said that the
postponement of the interview
for engagement of staff nurses
on a temporary basis has been
postponed due to fund exhaustion of the institute. It has been
informed to this newspaper that
around 39 junior residents who
have rendering service during
this hard time have not been
paid their 3 months salaries.

IT Correspondent
Mumbai/New Delhi, May 13:

Top leaders of twelve opposition parties including
Congress Chief Sonia Gandhi
and West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee, have
written a letter to Prime Minister Narendra Modi to put
across nine demands including a free COVID19 vaccination campaign.
The leaders have also
asked PM Modi to halt the
Central Vista project and instead divert the money to buy
oxygen and vaccines.
In the letter, the leaders argued that they have “repeatedly in the past” drawn the
PM’s attention to the measures,
they think, are “absolutely imperative” for the Central government to undertake and

implement.” “Unfortunately,
your government has either
ignored or refused all these
suggestions. This only compounded the situation to reach
such an apocalyptic human
tragedy,” the letter read.
The letter, signed by former
PM HD Deve Gowda,
Maharashtra CM Uddhav
Thackeray, Tamil Nadu CM MK
Stalin, Jharkhand CM Hemant
Soren, CPIM general secretary
Sitaram Yechury and others,
said, “Procure vaccines centrally
from all available sources - global and domestic” and “immediately begin a free, universal mass
vaccination campaign across the
country. Invoke compulsory licensing to expand domestic vaccine production. Spend budgetary allocation of Rs. 35,000 crores
for the vaccines.”
The letter has also been

signed by NCP Chief Sharad
Pawar, JKPA leader Farooq
Abdullah, Samajwadi Party’s
Akhilesh Yadav, CPI’s D Raja
and Tejaswi Yadav of RJD.
The leaders have also
asked Modi to stop the
construction of the prime
minister’s residence under the
ambitious Central
Vista project in New Delhi and
demanded that all money held
in the unaccounted private
trust fund, PM Cares be released to buy more vaccines,
Oxygen and medical equipment required. The letter reiterated that all jobless people
be given at least Rs.6000 per
month and food grains be distributed free of cost to the
needy since over crore MT of
food grains are currently rotting in central godowns.
contd. on page 2

PIB
New Delhi, May 13:

The COVID Working
Group chaired by Dr N K
Arora has recommended extension of the gap between the
first and second doses of
COVISHIELD vaccine to 12-16
weeks. The present gap between the two doses of
COVISHIELD vaccine is 6-8
weeks.
Based on the available
real-life evidences, particularly from UK, the COVID-19
Working Group agreed for increasing the dosing interval to
12-16 weeks between two
doses of COVISHIELD vaccine. No change in interval of
COVAXIN vaccine doses was

recommended.
The COVID Working
Group comprises of the following members:
1. Dr N K Arora- Director,
INCLEN Trust
2. Dr Rakesh Agarwal, Director and dean, GIPMER,
Puducherry
3. Dr Gagandeep Kang,
professor, Christian Medical
College, Vellore
4. Dr J P Mulliyal, Retd professor, Christian Medical College, Vellore
5. Dr Naveen Khanna,
Group Leader, International
Centre For Genetic Engineering And Biotechnology
(ICGEB), JNU, New Delhi
contd. on page 2

CRT’s ‘Positivity Unlimited’ Day 2 lecture Proceedings
IT News
Imphal, May 13:
On 12 May 2021, the second day of ‘Hum Jitenge-Positivity Unlimited’ lecture series,
the luminaries who have
gained eminence and recognition in different walks of life
address the nation while calling for compassion and Sewa
express confidence that
Bharat would come out as a
winner are against Corona.
The Speakers who delivered
the lecture are 1. Sri Sri Ravishankar, well
known spiritual Guru, humanitarian and an ambassador of
peace who founded the Art of
living Foundation which is a
volunteer based NGO providing support to the people and
international Association for

Human Values
2. Azim Premji,well known
philanthropist, industrialist,
engineer and investigator who
is the founder Chairman of
Wipro Limited; and
3. Nivedita Bhide, the All
India Vice P resident of
Vivekanand a
Kendra,
Kanyakumari, Padmashree
awardee for her social contributions who has dedicated
her life to social service.
In their deliberations, Sri
Sri Ravishankar, Padmashree
Nivedita Bhide, and Azim
Premji called upon Bharatiya
society to meet the challenge
posed by Corona situation by
standing unitedly with a focus on compassion and service to the society.
In his address, Sri Sri
Ravishankar said, “The need

of the hour is patience. Today everyone in society has
a responsibility from social
and psychological perspective. To carry forward this responsibility, we need to invoke patience and be in high
spirits. If we will be high spirited, that pall of gloom will
vanish and this is the time to
invoke this positive spirit.”
He further continued “We
need to display compassion
as there is lot of suffering
around and this can be done
by doing service to others.
Whatever we can do as a
‘sew’ for others, we should do
it… this is the biggest test of
human life. At least at this
time, we all have to awaken
our devotion to God. We
have to move forward knowing that God is there and he

will give us strength, and he
is giving us strength”. He
also drew the attention stating that “We should avoid
negative mentality and negative things. Negative things
should be reduced as much
as possible… and every person should try to lighten the
environment around which
seems quite messed up. It is
certain that we will definitely
come out of this crisis as the
winner. Whenever any force
tries to suppress us, we have
become stronger and we have
grown further justremember
…this is the time to express
compassion. Express your inner compassion and awaken
faith in God. Pay attention to
Yoga-practice and Ayurveda,
also pay attention to your
health. Be ready to do what-

ever you can for the good of
others. By doing this, our
mind would be able to avoid
negativity”.
In her address, social activist and Padmashree
Nivedita Bhide, Vivekananda
Kendra, Kanyakumari said,
“Initially the second wave of
Corona came with an unexpected speed and hence it
took us sometime to gear up
but now we can see that at
the level of institutions, government as well as society, we
have organised ourselves well
to meet this challenge.”
“It is important during
this challenging time to retain
our positivity, engage in creative pursuits together as a
family and most importantly
do the ‘sewa (service) work.
If you can do nothing else,

you can at least take care of
the Corona affected family in
your neighbourhood. If you
can’t do even that, then you
can at least pray with a resolve for the wellbeing of all.
This would create positive
virbrations all around and
would help a great deal in creating an atmosphere of positivity.” She underscored the
need for meeting the challenges collectively in solidarity stating that “We are not
an ordinary nation. We have
faced many challenges in the
past and met them successfully, we will meet this present
challenge also successfully.”
Azim Premjiin his address
noted, “In this situation, the
country must come together
as one. We must drop all our
differences, understanding

that this situation requires
unity of action. Together, we
are stronger, divided we continue to struggle. While wishing wellbeing and strength, he
also draws the attention that
“We have to be absolutely
focused on the plight of the
most vulnerable. All of my actions must give vulnerable the
priority as they deserve. I can
only urge every one of us to
come together and do everything we can and more, because the hour demands it. I
wish all of you safety and
strength.”
Tomorrow, on 13 May
Jagada Guru Shankar
Vijayendra Saraswati Swami ji
and famous artist Padma
Vibhushan Sonal Mansingh
will address the nation as a
part of the lecture series.
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The Vulture in human
form during the
second wave of the
corona (Covid-19)
The Corona epidemic has put humanity and the
beast to shame. While countless people are risking
their lives to help every victim, the black marketing of
vaccines / medicines and oxygen cylinders has embarrassed humanity.
The epidemic has embarrassed friends and blood
relatives who have been cooperating like shadows.
Moving closer to the corona victim is considered as
falling into someone else’s grave. Funeral attendees
By: Vijay Garg
are also not attending. Yes, Guru Ghar’s on earth are
providing some relief to victims. Despite not having a blood relationship, they
are carrying out the work of ‘Sarbat Ke Bhale’. He has even given ample
meaning to the definition of langar. Shrines are playing a significant role in
this. The headline ‘Patients will get oxygen langar in Guru Ghars’ is enough to
describe the pain of shortness of breath. Patients are not breathing. Corona’s
second wave is annoying governments.
The fear of a third wave has plunged the world into anxiety. On the other
hand, vultures are being hailed as beneficiaries of the epidemic. In the Mahan
Kosh, the eagle is described as a carnivorous bird. Although there are many
species of eagles in the world, there are nine species of vultures in India. The
vulture’s head is red, its wings are black, its beak is pointed and sharp. It has a
keen eye and an amazing sense of smell. The eagle flying in the amber falls on
the corpse as soon as it sees it due to its sharp eyes and sniffing power. The
vulture does not hunt by itself but feeds on the corpse. During the Corona
epidemic, human-like eagles are taking advantage of the helplessness of the
living. This is why those who bake bread on needles are associated with
eagles. Well, environmentalists rank eagles as ‘clean birds’. By killing dead
animals, they help keep the earth’s environment clean.
In our folklore these birds are called villains. This comparison is made
because they either pick the corpse or wait for the victim to die. This is why
these vultures are also called ‘opportunistic’ birds. At one time the Parsis kept
the dead in an open space for the eagles to eat. The eagle’s stomach is said to
be strong enough to digest even the stinky and thirsty carcass. However, due
to the misuse of painkillers or chemicals given to animals, many species of
eagles have become extinct in India. On the other hand, there are still vultures
in human form. Where our ‘frontline worker’ is the Messiah, it is like a ‘season’
for these eagles. The compulsion of the people is being taken full advantage
of. These days, a post about South African photojournalist Kevin Carter, ‘The
Vulture and the Little Girl’, is going viral, which speaks volumes about the
opportunist mood. Kevin won the Pulitzer Prize for his photo of the vulture and
the little girl. In March 1993, a photographer had to wait for hours to capture
the image in the famine-stricken region of Sudan.
The vulture was waiting for the death of the starving child. A photographer
in his thirties was also sitting there staring. This photo disturbed sensitive
people. They were shaken. The honor took Kevin Carter to the heights of
popularity. Suddenly a sensitive question came up, “How many eagles were
there?” He replied, “Only one.” Question after question made her soul tremble,
“There were not one but two eagles waiting for the baby to die.” Kevin’s
conscience hurt when he was likened to an eagle, and he eventually committed
suicide.

UPSC civil services prelims
2021 exam postponed
Agency
New Delhi, May 13:
Union Public Service Commission (UPSC) has deferred the Civil Services (Preliminary) Examination, 2021, scheduled to be held on 27th of June
this year. The decision has been taken in view of the prevailing COVID
situation.
The Examination will now be held on 10th October, 2021.

Contd. from Page 1

“Vaccine inequity”-12 Opposition....
The leaders have also reiterated that the three farm laws be immediately
repealed to “save lakhs of farmers becoming victims of the pandemic so
that they can continue to produce food to feed the Indian people.”
All these demands have been repeatedly raised by the Opposition parties in the last few months. The government, however, recently defended
the Central Vista project and argued that its expenses would be carried out
over a few years.

Gap between two doses of
Covishield Vaccine extended...
6. Dr Amulya Panda, Director, National Institute of Immunology, New
Delhi
7. Dr V G Somani, Drugs Controller General of India (DCGI), Govt of
India
The recommendation of the COVID Working Group was accepted by
the National Expert Group on Vaccine Administration for Covid-19
(NEGVAC), headed by Dr V K Paul, Member (Health) Niti Aayog in its
meeting on 12th May 2021.
The Union Ministry of Health and Family Welfare has also accepted
this recommendation of the COVID Working Group for extension of the gap
between the first and second doses of COVISHIELD vaccine to 12 -16
weeks.
Letters, Feedback and Suggestions to ‘Imphal Times’
can be sent to our e-mail : imphaltimes@gmail.com. For advertisement
kindy contact: - 0385-3590330 (O). For time being readers can reach the
office at Cell Phone No. 9862860745 for any purpose.
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Are the Kukis refugees in Manipur?

By: Janghaolun Haokip
Lately, Manipur has undergone
severe communal tension that arose
between the Meeiteis and the Kukis,
the two largest communities in
Manipur. The Kukis have been incessantly called as ‘refugees’ and ‘foreigners’ by a section of the Meeiteis, who
are also hastily followed by some other
rather insignificant groups with vested
interests. In fact, over time, the Kukis
have faced this malignant discrimination of being termed as refugees and
foreigners in their own ancestral
land which has come to an intolerable
point. This article seeks to act as a reminder for the already written facts of
various history books and the oral traditions of the great and respectable fathers of the Kukis.
Who are refugees?
The term ‘Refugee’ in international
law and its legal definition as laid down
in the United Nations “1951 Convention” and its 1967 Protocol means “A
person who owing to well founded fear
of being persecuted for reasons of race,
religion, nationality, membership of a
particular social group or political opinion, is outside the country of his nationality and is unable or, owing to
such fear, unwilling to avail himself of
the protection of that country.”.
This definition clearly states that,
‘refugees’ are those who are outside
the country of his nationality. It also
asserts and evinces the fact that, ‘refugees’ are those who are seeking protection in a certain country outside of
their own. Moreover, in the words of
Dr. Lamtinthang, a renowned social ac-

tivist, there is no point to draw who is
indigenous or non-indigenous in the
current Indian context. Once you are
recorded in government registry
through various bonafide certification
or identification, or through any Constitutional Scheduled you are accepted
and treated as citizens of Independent
India.
The Kukis of Manipur
Albeit being contemptuously
termed today as refugees and foreigners, the Kukis of Manipur have an irrefutable originality to the land that they
today settle in that is corroborated by
their intimate connection to the land.
The Kukis today identify themselves
with their land and consider it to be an
integral part of themselves that is extensively demonstrated in their traditional way of life.
In fact, it is for this reason -to defend their ancestral land and freedom that the Kukis stood against the mighty
British Imperial power in the AngloKuki War (1917-1919), which according to writer Donn Morgan Kipgen was
the “longest, largest, costliest military
operation in the whole of India since
the India’s first War of Independence,
1857.” It has also been recorded that
after the Treaty of Yandabo, 1826, there
were periodic Kuki raids on British subjects in between 1845 to 1851. In fact,
according to historians, the Kuki resistance against the British already started
in the 18th century when the Kukis attacked British subjects in the
Chittagong Hill Tracts. In the “Great
Kuki Invasion of Tipperah” in the
1860s, 15 villages were burnt and
around 185 British subjects were killed.
Had it not been their love for their land
and freedom, and the pride they hold
with it, the Kukis would have readily
complied with the demands of the
Britishers like the people around them.
Instead they dared to stand against the
cannons of the Colonisers with their
traditional rifles known as ‘Thih-nang”.
It is to be particularly noted that
prior to the British occupation of India,
the Kukis were living in their own inde-

pendent country and have occupied
extensive regions that includes parts
of modern day states of Assam,
Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram, and extending into neighbouring countries of
Bangladesh and Myanmar. They were
brave and powerful people who were
ably administered by their chiefs. They
have cordial relationships with the
Meeiteis who were settling in the valleys, and there are several instances
where the Kuki Chiefs stood up for the
Meeitei Kings as a friendly gesture.
Oral traditions of the Kukis have also
narrated the Kaccha Nagas, another
community in Manipur, as friendly and
submissive neighbours who were looking up to the Kukis as superiors and
have worked their fields and lands.
Why Refugees?
At one look, it is baffling why the
Kukis are termed as refugees and foreigners in their own ancestral land and
the historical fact of their glorious past.
However, if one cares to look at the
recent political build-up in Manipur, this
is not at all surprising because it is ostensible that this is simply a propaganda
to mislead the people using the
majoritarian force and influence. These
vested interest groups are calling the
Kukis as Refugees with a delusion that
it may help them establish the right to
encroach into tribal lands and hence
occupy lands which were never theirs.
These groups are fighting tooth and
nail in order to legitimise illegal occupation of lands while undermining the
glorious past of the Kukis and the tribal
autonomy and land rights enshrined
in the constitution of India.
Furthermore, these groups are supporting the government with their majority influence, and demanding the
government to establish laws where
they can fulfil their ill-fated aspirations.
They have used religious appeal as an
outer colouring to disguise the play of
communal interests. Otherwise, can
they display any evidence of the Kukis
as refugees? In other words, should
they refuse the fact that the very people
they call refugees today were the one

who never left them to fend for themselves but have assisted them in several ways they can? When the Manipuri
Kings themselves took permission
from the Kuki Chiefs in their visits to
the hills as a show of respect, should
the present day Manipuris not be
obliged of the same respect and strive
for
harmonious Chingtam relationship?
It is implicit then that the Kukis are
only termed as ‘refugees’ and ‘foreigners’ simply to promote narrow communal interests and not on lines that are
historically proven and rationally arguable. These obscene terms are results
of ill-fed ideologies that are predominantly inclined towards communal hatred and enmity. The government on
their part also does not play enough
roles, while they know that it is wholly
against the constitution of India, they
choose to do little with the hatespeeches that have been propagated
on social media and therefore seem to
stand indirectly in support of this obscene term.
Conclusion
It is utterly insensible and outrageous when the Kukis today are called
as refugees and foreigners simply to
promote one’s communal interests.
Moreover, the term ‘refugees’ or ‘foreigners’ accorded to a bonafide citizen
is an outright challenge to the government and the very foundation of our
country of Unity in Diversity. It is anticonstitutional at its best. The Meeiteis
and other vested interest groups
should refrain from promoting narrow
communal interests at the cost of peace
and tranquility that may but greatly
hinder the development and obstruct
the future prospects of the state.
Rather, we should come together to seek
to promote societal welfare and harmony so that everyone, irrespective of
religion and communityorigin, may well
live without any fear of being harmed
or the necessity to go through chaotic
times just for the sake of delusions of
racial superiority.

Feminism & India
By: Kaustov Kashyap
It’s common to hear the word “feminism” in the course of your usual dining table conversations and newsroom
debates. This word is one of the most
misused and misapprehended words
of all time. What exactly does feminism
mean? Is it a war against men? Does it
include placing women above
men?Feminism is the notion that all
humans are equal regardless of their
gender. Feminism is uplifting women
so that men and women are treated
equally. It’s not about demeaning men
or declaring them inferior. It’s not based
on women having power over men;
rather, the idea is that women should
have power over themselves.
Most often, feminism is misconstrued as a “women’s movement” as it
originates from the word “feminine”.
But, it’s imperative we realise that feminism is not just a women’s movement,
it’s a “movement for all humans”, that
is concerned with the liberation of both,
men and women. However, it’s important that we also accept that women
have been the prime victims of years
of patriarchy and toxic masculinity.
Feminism is an attempt to get rid of this
notion of dominance and subordination, to bring both genders on the same
level.
Even before the term feminism was
introduced, we had some great feminist
icons in our culture and
history. Draupadi, a woman born out of
the fire, avenged the humiliation meted
out
to
her
in
the
Mahabharata. DurgaMaa, an incarnation of goddess Parvati, was created as
an amalgamation of all the Gods to destroy evil. In the Ramayana, Sita fought
for her independence and raised her two
sons single-handedly. Rani Lakshmi Bai
and Chand Bibi are other examples of
immense courage and power.
Is feminism crucial for a country
like India?And the answer is yes. India

needs feminism because a woman
should not be considered a responsibility of a male throughout her life,
whether it be her father, brother, husband or son. Practices like ‘kanyadaan’,
‘RakshaBandhan’ and the ‘purdah
system’ where a woman is veiled behind a ghoonghat, highlight the extent
of male dominance. These practices
emphasise that strong, capable men
have to protect the weak, fragile women
and that women aren’t designed to protect, but to be protected.
India needs feminism because a
woman is not a burden and marriage
should not be the only reason for her
existence. Every year over 2 lakh girls
are killed even before they can step into
this world and thousands of women
die due to dowry harassment.
In many Indian households, males
and females are treated differently;
education, as well as nutrition for boys,
is prioritised, while that of the girl is
neglected. Women in manyIndian families eat last and the least after serving
all their other family members. This discrimination is reflected in the statistics
released by the government, which
states that almost 50 per cent of teenage Indian girls are underweight and
52 percent are anaemic.
India needs feminism because a
woman is treated with disdain whether
she is employed or not. A certain section of our society believes that it is an
offence if a woman is well-educated and
working, to support herself, or her family financially. Another sophomaniac
section of our society believes that becoming a housewife would contribute
little to women’s empowerment.
Women who choose to raise their
children full time over continuing their
career are criticised. But what is vital is
to realise that just because a woman
isn’t earning doesn’t mean her work is
less important. Some research also

points out how being a homemaker is
equivalent to working 2.5 jobs. So, a
profession shouldn’t be deemed important based on the amount of money it
offers but on the amount of value it
holds.
India needs feminism because a
woman deserves the same amount of
money and respect as a man does for
performing the same tasks. Working
women in India earn only 66% of what
their male counterparts earn for the
same amount of work. This gender pay
gap and disparity in opportunities discourage women from performing well
in the professional domain.
A report suggests that India would
be 27% richer if there were higher employment rates of women. The glass
ceiling effect is present in India, which
means that there is an invisible barrier
that prevents women from rising to
higher ranks in a corporation. In India,
females make up only 11.2% of board
members in firms which is less than the
global average. We can see the same
trend in the newly elected 17th
LokSabha where only14% of the members are women.
The Women’s Reservation Bill,
2008 is a pending bill in the Parliament,
which proposes to reserve 33% of all
seats in the LokSabha, and in all state
legislative assemblies for women. The
bill is still pending as it never went to
the LokSabha. Women are considered
ill-suited for holding power in a democracy, but what we don’t realise, is that
any person who understands the problems of running a home, will be well
suited to understanding the problems
of running a country.
India needs feminism because even
professions and family roles have been
stereotyped based on gender. For example, professions like engineering,
aviation, and military are considered
masculine and professions like teach-

ing, fashion designing, and homemaking are considered feminine. Stereotyping in family roles includes how men
are expected to be the sole breadwinners of a family and females are presumed to single-handedly take up the
responsibilities of managing the home.
India prides itself on producing
great female warriors such as Rani
Padmavati, Razia Sultana, and Rani
AhilyabaiHolkar, yet the participation
of women in the Indian defence forces
is disheartening. Equal involvement of
men and women in the army is still a
far-fetched dream. This only supports
the stereotype that masculinity implies
physical strength and femininity, sentimentalism.
India needs feminism because no
man should be under the pressure of
being emotionally and physically stronger than a woman. It’s time that statements like “Mardkodardnahihota” and
“Ladkerotenahi” are sidelined and men
are not sneered at for volunteering to
take up responsibilities at home.
India needs feminism because girls
are shunned for their choice of clothing. There have been several unreasonable instances where fatwas have
been issued against female celebrities
for wearing western clothes, one of
them for also wearing a saree. Another
such appalling incident occurred when
a prominent politician compared immodest clothes with an invitation to
rape. Mindless WhatsApp forwards
and misogynistic serials and movies
that normalise stalking and eve-teasing worsen the situation.
It’s time we recognize that feminism
isn’t about making women strong.
Women are already strong. It’s about
changing the way the world perceives
this strength. Nobody should be afraid
of being referred to as a feminist because it frees both men and women
from the imposed gender stereotypes.
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