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IndoMyanmar
border trade
to resume
tomorrow

CM lays foundation stones
for three Ima markets, cold
storage and collection unit

IT News
Imphal, Jan 5:

DIPR
Imphal, 5:

Indo Myanmar border trade
which had been shut down
since March 2020 due to
the COVID-19 pandemic is
all set to resume from
tomorrow.
As per a report in Myanmar
Times Tamu Merchants
Association had officially
announced
that
the
Myanmar-India border trade
in Sagaing Region will resume
on January 6 as COVID-19
infections in the area have
declined, said an official of
the Tamu Merchants
Association.
India and Myanmar closed
on March 2020 due to the
COVID-19 pandemic and
following that the border
trade between the two
countries remain shut.
Most of the India Myanmar
border trade passed through
Tamu crossing , and the Reed
crossing in Chin state.
Officials will enforce health
rules when the border trade
resume , the Tamu Merchant
Association was quoted as
saying.

Chief Minister N. Biren Singh
today laid the foundation
stones for three Ima Keithels/
Women’s Markets, which are to
be constructed at Bishnupur,
Moirang and Nambol. He also
laid the foundation stone for the
construction of a cold storage
and collection unit at
Khoijuman, Bishnupur District.
Manipur Police Housing
Corporation Ltd. (MPHC Ltd) is
the agency for the construction
of the three women’s markets
and the cold storage.
Speaking at the occasion, Biren
Singh
said that
the
construction of women ’s
market and cold storage were
taken up in line with the State
Govern ment’s mission of
inclusive
development.
Assuring that that the
construction would be
completed within six months,
he asked MPHC Ltd to start
the construction as soon as
possible. He added that the
cold storage would facilitate

Hockey India
President
visit Noney
to promote
hockey
IT News
Imphal, Jan 5:
President of the Hockey
India Gyanendro Ningombam
along with members of
Manipur Hockey led
Basudev Singh President
and two officials from YAS
Govt of Manipur today
visited Noney district with an
attempt to promote hockey
across the state.
During the visit the team
inspected the ground for
setting up pitch and
distributed 20sticks and
20balls. Ademonstration cum
interaction was also carried
out.

Journalist
award
IT News
Imphal, Jan 5:
Women
Action
for
development (WAD , an
NGO working in the field of
Women and Children have
invited application from both
Print and Electronic media
journalist of Manipur for the
best reporting award on the
theme “ COVID-19
panddemic and its impact on
Women and Children in
Manipur. Details can be held
from the office of WAD
located at Palace Compound
Imphal East or by contacting
at CellPhone No. 6009528548
or 9615157072.
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the vegetable producers as
their excess produce could be
kept at the cold storage and
could be saved from
wastages.
He informed that the State
Government had proposed a
comprehensive policy for
development of Loktak Lake.
To facilitate commuters while
visiting loktak lake, the road
from Imphal to Moirang
covering a distance of around
51 kilometers would be
widened and u pgraded to
double lane, he added. He also
appealed to the residents
residing along the roadside to
take into consideration the
State Government’s plan to
widen the road while
constructing any structure
along the roadside to avoid
damage in future.
Maintaining that law and order
of the State had been
considerably improved since
th e formation of new
Government, he said that
women of the State could now
give more emphasis on
bringing up their children in

CM condoles death of NDRF man
IT News
mphal, January 5:
Chief Minister N. Biren Singh has
expressed shock and deep sorrow
over the death of Assistant SubInspector Nongthombam Binoy
Meetei of National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF),
currently deployed at Dzuko for
the ongoing firefighting operation.
The Chief Minister was attending
a foundation stone laying function
of different projects at Bishnupur
Bazaar when he conveyed the
news to the gathering. He
requested them to stand up and
observe a one-minute silence
together with him to pay respect
to the departed soul.
A resident of Luwangshangbam
Maning Leikai in Imphal East
District, Binoy Meetei was a
committed officer. His dedication
to duty and zeal for accomplishing
objectives was exceptional. Sadly,

on January 5 morning, he failed
to wake from sleep and he was
found dead inside one of the
base camps set up on the way
to Dzuko. He died in the line of
duty serving his people. His
works and sacrifice for the State
will ever remain as an inspiration
to his fellow citizens.
If not controlled on time, Dzuko
wildfire could create huge
environmental impact destroying
vast areas of forest cover, wildlife
and their habitats and thousands
of plant species having precious
medicinal values. Binoy was a
dedicated member of the group,
who is currently camping at two
different base camps braving the
cold winter at high altitudes.
N. Biren Singh expressed his
heartfelt condolences to the family
and friends of the deceased. He
also prayed for peace to the
departed soul.

Country’s COVID-19
recovery rate reaches
96.32 per cent
Agency
New Delhi, Jan 5:
The country’s COVID-19
recovery rate has reached to
96.32 per cent. During the last
24 hours, a total of 29 thousand
91 COVID patients recovered.
Health Ministry said the total
number of recoveries has gone
up to 99 lakh 75 thousand 958.
The actual caseload currently
comprises only 2.23 per cent of
the total positive cases.
Presently, the total number of
active cases in the country is
around two lakh 31 thousand.
During the past 24 hours, 16
thousand 375 new cases were

reported tak ing the tot al
number of positive cases in
the count ry to over one
crore three lakh and 56
thou san d. T he Ministry
said, currently, India’s Case
Fatality Rate is at 1.45 per
cent, which is one of the
lowest globally. During the
last 24 hours, 201 deaths were
reported taking the toll to one
lakh 49 thousand 850.
According to Indian Council
of Medical Research, more
than eight lakh 96 thousand
tests were conducted during
the past 24 hours. The total
number of samples tested so
far has reached 17 crore 65 lakh.

right direction and contribute
more in the improvement of
th e State’s economy as
women had been playing a
key role in growth trend of the
State.
It may be mentioned that the
State Government in its yearly
plan
had
included
construction of women’s
market
at
Kamgjong,
Kanglatombi, Noney, Pallel,
Pherzawl, Sekmai and
Tengnoupal apart from the
three markets for which the
foundation stones were laid
today.
Water Resources and YAS
Minister Letpao Haokip,
Education, Fisheries and
CADA Minister Sorokhaibam
Rajen, Chairman, Manipur
Pollution Control Board L.
Radhakishore, Chairman,
Planning and Development
Authority Shri Tongbram
Robindro, Chairman, Loktak
Development Authority L.
Susindro, Advisor to the Chief
Minister (Health) Dr. Sapam
Ranjan, MLA Bishnupur AC
Govindas Konthoujam, MLA
Nambol AC Nameirakpam
Loken, MLA Moirang AC P.
Sh aratchandra,
MLA
Wangjing Tentha AC Paonam
Brojen, MLA Kakching AC
Sh ri
Mayanglambam
Rameshwar, Chief Secretary Dr.
Rajesh Kumar, Additional Chief
Secretary P. Vaiphei, Managing
Director, MPHC Ltd C.
Doungel, Chairpersons of
Bishnupur, Moirang and
Nambol Municipal Councils,
Deputy Commissioner and
Superintendent of Police,
Bishnupur District and Women
of the three women’s markets
also attended the function.
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Habit of repaying bank loans
should be encouraged: Dy CM

DIPR
Imphal, Jan 5:
Deputy Chief Minister,
Yumnam Joykumar Singh, has
said that bank loans should
not be treated as grants and
habit of repayment should be
encouraged among masses.
He was speaking at the
inaugural function of
Common Facility Centre &
Distribution of Seed Money
as MUDRA Loan and Sewing
Machine to 90 beneficiaries of
Livelihood & Enterprise
Development Programme
(LEDP) Imphal East under the
sponsorship of National Bank
for Agriculture & Rural
Development (NABARD) at
Lai Lampak Community Hall in
Sabungkhok Village today.
Deputy Chief Minister said,
the attitude of proper
utilization of bank loans for
productive works and again
the habit of loan repayment
should be developed among
ourselves. He said, if so banks
will take interest in lending

money to the people. He
further said that beneficiaries
should not confine only to the
trades where many people
have been working already but
they
should
develop
innovative ideas using
expertise in them. Such
innovations will definitely
help to extend business
volume and more profit will be
made. Insisting on promotion
of tradition dress making, Shri
Joykumar Singh said, Self Help
Groups (SHGs) and Clusters
should work for the promotion
of local traditional varieties of
cloths and marketing facilities
within and outside the state
should also be increased.
Corpus fund by contributing
a little amount of money each
by the members of SHGs and
Clu sters should also be
made so that it can be helpful
in the hour of need, he
added.
Joykumar Singh distributed
sanction letters of Rupees
20,000/-, Certificates and
sewing machines each to the

beneficiaries of three Clusters
of Imphal East under LEDP
Programme on the occasion.
General Manager, NABARD,
Manipur Regional Office Dr.
M. Srinivasa Rao said, a new
business model is being
developed by the Self Help
Groups and Clusters in the
grassroots. He said, the
interest shown by the women
folks in the sector is very
interesting and NABARD will
try to support their initiative
all the time. He said,
NABARD will work to
replicate the model by
extending monetary support
to different SHGs and Clusters
in the State.
Chairman, Manipur Rural
Bank Samarendu Samal said,
Manipur Rural Bank is always
ready to support such
initiatives of developing
entrepreneurship and income
generation in the State. Shri
Th. Biramangol Singh,
Secretary,
People’s
Development Society (PDS)
also spoke on the occasion.

Precautionary measures put in place amid
Bird flu warning in Rajasthan, Himachal &
Madhya Pradesh
AIR
New Delhi, Jan 5:
Precautionary measures have
been put in place in view of
Bird flu in Rajasthan, Himachal
and Madhya Pradesh.
In Himachal Pradesh, Kangra
District Administration has
taken several precautionary
measures after over 2,300
migratory birds which had
recently died in Pong Dam
were found infected with bird
flu.
AIR correspondent reports
that apprehension of avian
influenza spread has forced
the District Administration to
ban the sale and purchase of
chicken, fish and other poultry
related items in four subdivisions of the district. The
Administration has also
banned human activities
within a kilometre radius of the
Pong Dam and declared it Alert
Zone.
It may be recalled that in recent
days, over 2,300 migratory
birds, including endangered

bar headed goose, have been
found dead in the Pong Dam
Lake sanctuary in Kangra
district.
Meanwhile, a communication
of the ICAR-National Institute
of High Security Animal
Diseases (NIHSAD) based in
Bhopal has confirmed all five
bar headed goose birds sent to
it tested positive for H5N1
avian influenza virus in real time
RT-PCR tests.
Earlier, report from Indian
Veterinary Research Institute
(IVRI) in Bareilly of Uttar
Pradesh also indicated that
avian influenza may have killed
the birds.
A bird flu warning has been
issued by Animal Husbandry
Department in Madhya
Pradesh after the presence of
the virus was reported in dead
crows at Indore and more avian
deaths in other districts. State
Animal husbandry Minister
Prem Singh Patel said, officials
have been told to keep special
watch on markets selling
poultry and poultry products,

farms, reservoirs and sites of
migratory
birds.
AIR
correspondent reports, Animal
Husbandry Minister Prem
Singh Patel said that the state’s
Rapid Response Team is
setting up a Control Room in
Indore, where avian influenza
(Bird Flu) has been detected in
the samples of dead crows.
So far from December 23, the
state witnessed deaths of 142
crows in Indore, 100 in
Mandsaur, 112 in Agar-Malwa,
13 in Khargone and nine in
Sehore district. Their samples
were sent to the National
Institute of High-Security
Animal Diseases (NIHSAD) in
Bhopal for analysis.
Indore Chief Medical and
Health Officer Poornima Gadaria
informed that earlier about 50
crows were found dead on the
campus of Daly College at
Indore.They were found to be
carrying the H5N8 virus.
Suspicious cases of Bird Flu
have been reported in 10 more
districts in Rajasthan in the
last 24 hours. Cases of bird

deaths due to suspicious Bird
Flu have been reported in
eighteen districts of the state
so far. AIR correspondent
report, deaths of crows and
other birds have been
reported in Hanumangarh,
Nagaur, Banswara, Sikar, Sawai
Madhopur, Jaisalmer, Ajmer
and Bhilwara districts.
Samples from all these
districts have been sent to
Bhopal for investigation.
In view of the increasing cases
of Bird Flu, top government
officials have come into
action. Chief Secretary
Niranjan Arya will hold a
meeting with top officials of
the Animal Husbandry, Forest
and Health Department this
evening.
Several important decisions
are expected to be taken in the
meeting. The government has
started control rooms at the
state level and all district
headquarters. All the officials
of the Forest Department and
Health Department have been
warned by the government.
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The law of Habit
Public speakers have found that the telling over and over
again of a story which may be based upon pure fiction,
brings into play the law of habit and very soon they forget
whether the story is true or not.
If one takes a look in the present political trends of India the
politics of law of habit is becoming a fair game. Almost all
political parties are now using it as a tool to reach their goal of
getting mandate to rule the country or state. If one concentrates
and has a critic look from the other end of the tunnel, then
definitely the idea itself is a gross violation to the rights of the
common people. To get the mandate of the people the political
party leaders create story and incite to the humble mind of the
people again and again until they are able to convince that “what
they are telling is true”.
If one agree to this concept political party spokesperson then it
is a fair game.
From early 1970s till today the diehard cadres of the right wing
group started working to unite the nation into one in the ideology
that religion is the only means to unite the nation.
Well the purpose of this write up is to make aware the people
how easily the people are being fooled by building the law of
habit.
It is unfortunate that the erstwhile nation now a state of India
actively participating in the political theatre of India still have
no party of its own that understand the law of habit.
Even those rebel groups which are expected to be over 50 in
numbers still do not have a common platform to struggle for
the same cause, thus lack the art of ‘Law of Habit”
We the Metieis , the Tankhuls, The Kukis and the Pangal were
good in showing their essence of patriotism and commitment ,
however, we lack the sense of self respect to convert what we
delivered for the good of the people, as we don’t imply and
understand the law of habit.
When some political party leaders sacrifices and remain united
to fight for their cause, we the Manipuris cannot even sacrifice
a little bit of our own self for the cause of the region. It is a
matter of shame that we the Manipuri even failed to unite even
by becoming members Indian political system.

Question of gender
inequality
Why is it that whenever there is any talk of values, it is women’s
behaviour, their dress, their attitude that comes into question, even
though there are more men than women in India? Societal values and
morality should apply to everyone, men and women, these are
perception of positive people.
We always knew women were capable, strong, responsible, caring.
But must they for all time to come also be the only ones to carry the
burden of upholding societal “values”, whatever these are? Why is it
that whenever there is any talk of “values”, it is women’s behaviour,
their dress, their attitude that comes into question? How come that
when there are more men than women in India, and their numbers will
continue to grow as the trend to eliminate girls before birth also
keeps pace, they are not asked to think about their attitudes, their
behaviour?
There were incident of which photographs of men and women
consuming alcohol and or afew couples dancing and kissing at a
private party, behind closed doors, or at places where they presume
no one present, were posted at social networking site. This blatant
intrusion into the privacy of individuals was completely overlooked
by almost all people, literate or illiterate.
In such case where under the Constitution men and women are equal?
Where kissing in private or in public is not a crime? Where drinking
alcohol in private or in public is not a crime, with the exception of a
few States that have a specific policy?
What is even more extraordinary is that the ire of the morality folk
was directed entirely at women. Men can drink, apparently, but women
should not. By the same measure, are we to presume that men can
kiss but women should not? It sounds absurd but the entire episode
has been so completely farcical that one can hardly believe that it
took place at all.
In the 1980s, for instance, there was considerable difference on the
portrayal of women in the media. While some women, usually
belonging to the more conservative right wing parties, attacked
hoardings and advertisements that displayed women’s bodies to sell
products and argued that such depictions were against “Indian
values”, other women’s groups were more concerned about
stereotyping and negative images of women that the media
perpetuated.
Societal values and morality should apply to everyone, men and
women.
And they must extend beyond the way people dress or behave to a
whole gamut of other issues and attitudes. Is it “moral” that our
society continues to discriminate against people on the basis of their
caste or community? Is it “moral” that children die every day in India
from starvation while we boast of our economic growth rate? Is it
“moral” that medical technology is used to eliminate girls even before
they are born?
These are some of the questions we should ask.
Letters, Feedback and Suggestions to ‘Imphal Times’
can be sent to our e-mail : imphaltimes@gmail.com. For advertisement
kindy contact: - 0385-3590330 (O). For time being readers can reach
the office at Cell Phone No. 9862860745 for any purpose.
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Panchayats as Instruments of Social
and Economic Progress
By - Prof.Manoj Panda

The National Panchayati
Raj Day is celebrated every
yea r on 24 th Ap r il . T he
Panchayati Raj Institutions
play a major role in the
soc io
a nd
e cono mic
development of people at
the g r as s r oo t le v el .
Several awards are given to
pa nchayats in dif ferent
States on this occasion to
encour a ge a sp ir it of
competition among them.
I nd ia h as h ad a l ong
tradition of panchayats in
one form or another. In the
olden days, the inhabitants
of a village used to meet
toget her
under
the
leadership of village elders
to discuss and resolve village
p rob lems. This system
d isp la yed th e sp irit of
participatory democracy.
Mahatma Gandhi advocated
f or ‘Gr a m Swar aj’ and
argued for the handing over
cer tain power s to the
villagers.
The 73rdConstitutional Amendment
passed by the Parliament in
the ye ar 1993 was a
p ion eer ing
step
in
d ecentr alising p ol itica l
power in India. It required
Indian States to enact laws
f or cr e ation of the
Panchayat Raj institutions.
As
a
r e sul t,
Gra m
Pancha yats (GP s) get
constitute d
af ter
conducting elections more
or less on regular basis in
the States, though one or
two instances can be found
where elections have been
delayed.
The 2.5 l a kh Gra m
Panchayats in the country
have b een entrusted to
provide basic services in the
villages and plan for local
economic develop ment.
The de cision mak ing
process of the panchayats
is such that the Gram Sabha
(GS)
d iscusses the
development work plans of
the G P cal l ed Gra m
Panchayat D evel opment
Plan (GPDP) and the elected
representatives execute the
plans.Formulation of GPDP
imp r ov es eff icie ncy of
public services.
Since all eligible voters of
the village can participate
in the GS, itis a channel to
include the less privileged
section of society and
ensure their participation in
the village level governance
wherein they can advocate
their
d evelop menta l
aspirations. This bottom-up
app r oa ch is mean t to
reflect felt need of various
stakeholders. GS is a vital
as a decision-making body
at the bottom. This
processreflects practice of
direct democracy at the
v ill ag e
l evel
wh il e
governance system at the
state and union level is
indirect or representative
typ e. The rel ationship
b etwee n the elected
r ep r ese nta tives of the

panchayat and Gram Sabha
is visualised to be similar to
that of the cabinet and
assembly.
I t is observ ed tha t
attendance in GS is not high
in most of the GPs except
on special occasions like
Gandhi Jayanti when special
d riv e f or atte nd a nce is
und erta ke n
by
the
authorities. This is one way
of slowly generatinglarger
p ub lic inter est on self governance.
Admittedly, l ocal l evel
governance is still in the
evolution process in India.
We need to encourage the
p rocess to p l ay a mor e
eff ective rol e. Alr ead y
visible signs of change can
b e seen in most of the
villages in terms of village
r oad s, wa ter sup p ly,
sa nitation, storm water
d ra inag e, a nd str e etlighting. While connectivity
of one village with another
is beyond the jurisdiction of
a GP, constr uction an d
maintenance of roads within
the
v il lage
is
the
responsibility of the GP. One
can now wa lk with ou t
touching mud at least in
some p arts within a
villageand GPs are under
pressure to construct roads
in the left out parts as well.
This is exactly as it should
be
in
a
functional
democracy.
Thecomposition of elected
r ep r ese nta tive s
l ike
Sar p anch
an d
war d
members of the GPsinvolves
various social groups. The
government has provision
for capacity building of the
representatives to facilitate
the effective functioning of
the GPs. Training usually
ta kes placeat the State
Rur al
D ev el op men t
Institutes or District or Block
level local body offices on
issues related to their roles
and responsibilities, budget
p re p ar a tion ,
p roject
execution, and accounting.
Despite the constitutional
empowerment, the local
bodies faced problem of
inadequate finance to carry
out var ious activitie s
assigned to them. There
was a general demand from
several quarters to make
PRIs financially stronger to
meet their needs. Transfers
made through the State
Finance Commissions were
meagre in most States. The
Four teenth
Finance
Commission (FFC) took note
of it and sub sta ntia ll y
increased the grants to the
local bodies for the period
year 2015-16 to 2019-20.
The grants provided are
inte nd ed to b e u sed to
support and strengthen the
delivery of important basic
public services. The 15 th
Finance Commission has
f ur the r increased the
grants in its interim report
for year 2020-21 for rural

and urban bodies.
In order to understand the
eff ectiveness of the FFC
grant to th e GPs, th e
I nstit ute of Economic
Growth, Delhi had conducted
a study which had a sample
of 120 GPs in 20 districts
spread across 16 states in
India. It is interesting to note
that the study team found
that about half of the GPs in
the sample are headed by
women. In a remote village
name d Su nar isikua n in
Nuapada district of Odisha,
women members occupied
thr ee-f ou r th of ele cte d
positions and were relatively
more active than their men
counterparts in the same
area. In this village, it was
hear te ning to n ote th e
absence ofthe ‘SarpanchPati’
cul tur e that the Pr ime
Minister had called to end on
the Panchayati Raj Day in
year 2015.
The overall impact of the
FFC grant was a mixed one
in the above study. There are
many ar eas th at neede d
f ur the r
atten tion
for
enhancing efficiency and
eff ective
d eliver y
of
services.Overall, close to 80%
of the FFC grants from year
2015-16 to 2018-19 had been
utilized in the selected GPs.
Road const r uction an d
drinking water were toptwo
priority activities.
Most of the GPs are found
reluctant to raise own source
of r eve nue (OSR) in th e
selected sample. However,
some of the GPs are able to
generate OSR in the form of
tax or non-tax revenue by
renting shops, house tax and
cle an water f e e. GP s in
Assam, Kerala, and West
Bengal have more varied
sources of own revenue.But,
the unwillingness by local
bodies to collect potential
tax revenue in most of the
GPs needs a change in the
mind set and some amount
of persuasion.
While convergence of various
development programmes
has been a priority for the
gov ernment, it is mostly
conspicuous by its absence in
the programmes undertaken
by the GPs. While roads in
two different patches are
being constructed utilising
two different sour ces of
f und ing (e.g. FF C an d
MPLAD), it is difficult to find
one la r ge act ivity wit h
f und ing fr om mul tipl e
sources. Different guidelines
by different departments
wer e cited as a ma jor
constr aint f or lack of
convergence of activities.
Separate accountability to
different departments is also
a problem and provision of
accoun tab ility
to
a
consor tium of fu nd ing
agencies can overcome this.
Theline departments cannot
by themselves carry out all
village level development
programmes in the absence

of local level initiative and
participation. The local
people must have a sense
of b el onging in the
schemes. Involvement of
GPs in a coordinating role
in various projects of line
departments would be a
way
f or war d
for
convergence.
Some GPs do not have their
own building and they share
spa ce
with
schools,
anga nwa di centre an d
other places. There are
also GPs which have own
building but without basic
f acilities lik e toil ets,
d rin king
water,
an d
e l e c t r i c i t y
connection.Several GPs are
having internet connections
th rough br oa db an d an d
some
un d er
e-mitr a
scheme, but they are not
functioning in many cases.
For data entry purposes,
panchayat official need to
visit Block Development
offices.
Solid waste management
and waste disposal, as well
as overall cleanliness, still
need
consid er a ble
imp r ov emen ts.
It
is
heartening that there is
greater thrust on providing
an effective and sustainable
solid a nd liq uid waste
management system in the
recently launched Swacch
Bharat (Grameen) Phase-II.
Lik ewise, it is also
gratif ying
that
the
inte gr a ted por ta l for
p lan ning ,
monitor ing,
accounting and auditing
function of the Panchayat
cal le d e-Gr am swar aj,
which is being launched
tod ay, inclu d es a use r
friendly mobile app which
r ead il y
p r ovid es
al l
information on income and
expenditure of GPs.It is
suggested that Ministry of
Panchayati Raj could design
asystem of comparative
ranking of different GPs in
a State as this could help in
b uil ding a comp e titive
ecosystem at the grassroot level.
GPs are third tier in the
democratic participation
process by the citizens. The
sys tem
s hou ld
be
strengthened for active
participation by the rural
community in Gram Sabha
so that people can directly
take part in the decision
making
process
and
governance of the village
As we celebrate the National
Gram Panchayat Day, we may
remember that the success
of democracy at the top
requires that it is built from
the bottom. GPs are
increasingly going beyond
their traditional civic
functions and taking up more
and more developmental
responsibilities. No doubt
more challenges lie ahead for
the little republics but they
are now poised to overcome
such challenges.

(The author is RBI Chair Professor and former Director of the Institute of Economic Growth,
Delhi. Views expressed are personal and does not necessarily represent those of the Institute.)
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Pandemic shattered book-publishing
looks for new possibilities
IT Correspondent
Guwahati, Jan 5:
Amidst
the
Covid-19
pandemic induced national
lockdown, the process of
publication and marketing of
Assamese books have
reemerged
with
new
approaches to the technology
driven profession for the
interest of valued readers
around the world. The
pandemic had severely
affected the publication
industry but at the same time
it has indirectly helped in
increasing the number of
readers precisely among the
new generation.
An intriguing session at 33rd
Guwahati Book Fair, presently
going
on
at
Assam
Engineering
Institute
playground in Chandmari
locality of the city, observed
many issues related to the
physical publication of books
& newspapers along with the
positive note that more people
have regained the habit of
reading and many young
people lately joined the list of
committed readers irrespective
of the paper-printed books or
digital outlets.
Inaugurating the session
dedicated to the theme of
crisis and possibilities of book
publication in post-corona era
on 3 January afternoon, an
Assam based senior publisher
Nabin Barua described
thehardship faced by the
publication houses across
Assam, soon after the coronapandemic hit the country early
last year. He however opined
that the disaster helped
everyone to redefine his life
in a tricky and isolated
ambience.
Chaired by author-journalist
Nava Thakuria, the session
was also addressed by young
publishers namely Pritima
Kaushik Barua, Manish
Hazarika, Dhiraj Lahkar, Amrit

Upadhaya, Farhan Javed,
Buljit Buragohain along with
award winning Assamese
author Bipul Deuri. They
were unanimous in their views
that the new technology of
publication, promotion and
marketing has brought a
better deal for quality
publishers.
Literary magazine editor Mihir
Deuri, journalist Dixit Sarma,
writers Geetali Borah,
Nabajyoti Pathak, Rupam
Dutta, Jintu Thakuria, Nripen
Dutta also participated in the
discussion and
raised
concerns over the decreasing
number of readers in various
regional languages and
opined their expectation to
promote Assamese as an
internet-savvy language
reaching to millions of readers
around the world.
Meanwhile, thousands of
book lovers continue to
throng
at
Guwahati
Granthamela every day since
twelve-day book fair was
inaugurated on 30 December.
Postponed two times because
of political unrests in 2019
and the pandemic early this
year, Granthamela witnesses
the participation of over 125
stalls where the entry is made
free to encourage more
participations of bookworm. A
number
of
literary
discussions, book release
functions and spectacular
cultural evenings continue to
make the ambience enthralling.

Organized by the State-run
Publication Board Assam
maintaining necessary health
protocols due to the coronacrisis, Guwahati Granthamela
emerges as an important
public function in the city.
Formally inaugurated by
Assam chief minister’s media
adviser Hrishikesh Goswami
in presence of noted
intellectual Tathagata Roy,
renowned litterateur Yeshe
Dorjee Thongshi with other
dignitaries the book fair has
brought desired reliefs to
publishers and delights to
bookworms.
“Asom Prakasan Parisad
continued its activities facing
various challenges during the
novel corona virus induced
shut down. We have reprinted
41 important books and
published 31 new ones. The
readers
have
shown
significant appreciations to
our efforts,” said Pramod
Kalita, secretary to the
publication board, which
launched the book fair
movement in early eighties
initially in collaboration with
National Book Trust of India.
While inaugurating the book
fair,
Goswami,
who
represented CM Sarbananda
Sonowal in the function,
commented that books are the
oasis in deserts nurturing the
intellectual and creative
capacities of the the human
race. He also conferred Asom
Prakasan Parisad’s lifetime

achievement award for 2019
carrying a citation, corsets,
two lakh rupees check, etc on
eminent Assamese scholar
Dr Thaneswar Sarma.
Former Governor of Tripura,
Meghalaya & Arunachal
Pradesh, Roy in his speech
termed Assamese as a sweet
language and expressed hope
that the bonhomie between
Assamese and Bengali
people would continue in
future too. A resident of West
Bengal but familiar with the
Assamese society, the
outspoken author observed
that the National Education
Policy 2020 should immensely
help in highlighting the
regional languages and their
literature.
Sahitya Academy awardee
Thongshi, who is a resident of
neighbouring Arunachal
Pradesh and very popular in
Assamese literary circle,
described various challenges
surfaced due to the coronapandemic. He derived a
positive note out of the
pandemic with the increase of
quality readers across the
world. Thongshi expressed
happiness that a collection of
literary pieces penned by
another Arunachali litterateur
Lumber Dai was also released
in the function.
A stall dedicated to the
Bangladesh literature and
another showcasing the
Tibetan culture add colours to
the book fair. The freedom
movement led by exile
Tibetans
against
the
Communist regime in Beijing
also comes alive in the stall
which was opened by Tibetan
support group
leader RK Khrimey and
managed
by
Buddha
enthusiast Soumyadeep Datta.
A strong message narrating
that Tibet is the real neighbour
to India (not China) continues
to reach thousands of visitors
to the festival venue.

A Marathon of Focused Webinars for
Promoting Quality and Productivity in Indian
Industry “Udyog Manthan” begins
PIB
New Delhi, Jan 5:
The
Department
for
Promotion of Industry and
Internal Trade, Ministry of
Commerce & Industry, Govt.
of India is organizing Udyog
Manthan - a marathon of
focused
sector-specific
webinars for promoting
Quality and Productivity in
Indian Industry in association
with Quality Council of India,
National Productivity Council,

and Industry bodies. It is
being held from January 4,
2021 to March 2, 2021.
Piyush Goyal, Minister for
Commerce and Industry,
Government of India will chair
the session on 6 th January,
2021.
The
webinar
series
comprising 45 sessions will
cover various major sectors in
manufacturing and services.
Each webinar will be a two hour
session involving discussions
led by sectoral and industry

experts in a particular sector.
Participants will include
representatives from industry,
testing and standardization
bodies. The discussions will
be live streamed on YouTube
for all those interested in
following the sessions.
U dyog M anthan w ill
identify
c hallenges ,
opportunities; draw upon
s olu t ions
a nd
b es t
p ra ctices.
The
conversations will enable
learning across industries

and sectors for enhancing
quality and productivity to
promote ‘Vocal for Local’
and realizing the vision of
‘Aatmanirbhar Bharat’.
P iyu sh Goyal has called
upon the Indian industry to
focus on improving Quality
and Pr od uct ivity, and
u nd e rt ake bra ins torm ing
sessions on these aspects
so t ha t t he C ou ntr y gets
recognition as high quality,
efficient manu factu r er,
trader and service-provider.

Kiren Rijiju launches Assam Rifles Public
School in Shillong

Agency
Shillong, Jan 5:

Union Minister for Youth
Affairs and Sports Kiren Rijiju
launched the Assam Rifles
Public School in Shillong as a
Khelo India Sports School
today. At present, nine Sports
Schools have been approved
across the country, out of
which five are managed by
Defence and Paramilitary
forces. In the North-East
Region, Assam Rifles Public

School is the first Sports
School announced under
Khelo India scheme.

Union Government shall now
bear the expenses for Talented
Sports Students of the school

in terms of lodging, boarding,
education
expenses,
competition exposure and
more. The objective of a
Khelo India Sports School is
to integrate sports with
education and in the process,
develop sports in the country
and improve the overall
profile and outlook of
athletes. This will also help in
the identification and
upliftment of talent from
North-eastern, rural or tribal
areas.
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New Strain of novel Coronavirus
from U.K affects 58

IT Correspondent
Mumbai, Jan 5:
A total of 58 UK returnees have
been found to be positive with
the new U.K variant genome
as per the samples tested in
different laboratories across
the country, even as
authorities began contact
tracing for co-travellers, family
contacts and others to prevent
transmission of virus.
A total of 58 samples tested
include: 10 in the National
Institute of Mental Health and
Neuro-Sciences (NIMHANS),
Bengaluru(Karnataka), 3 in the
Centre for Cellular and
Molecular Biology(CCMB),
Hyderabad(Telangana), 25 in
National Institute of Virology
(NIV), Pune(Maharashtra), 11
in Institute of Genomics and
Integrative Biology (IGIB) New
Delhi, 8 in National Centre for
Disease Control (NCDC), New
Delhi and one in National
Institute of Biomedical
Genomics(
NIBMG),
Kolkata(West Bengal).
The positive samples are being
tested at 10 INSACOG labs
(NIBMG Kolkata, Institute of
Life
Science
(ILS),Bhubaneswar,Odisha,
NIV Pune, the National Centre
for Cell ScienceNCCS Pune,
the Centre for Cellular &
Molecular Biology(CCMB)
Hyderabad, the Centre for
DNA Fingerprinting and
D iagnostics (CD FD )
Hyderabad, The Institute for
Stem Cell Science and
Regenerative
Medicine
(InSTEM)
Bengaluru,
NIMHANS
Bengaluru,
Institute of Genomics and
Integrative Biology (IGIB)

Delhi, NCDC Delhi) for
genome sequencing.
All these persons have been
kept in single room isolation
in designated Health Care
facilities by respective State
Governments. Their close
contacts have also been put
under
quarantine.
Comprehensive
contact
tracing has been initiated for
co-travellers, family contacts
and
others.
Genome
sequencing
on
other
specimens is going on. The
situation is under careful
watch and regular advice is
being provided to the States
for enhanced surveillance,
containment, testing &
dispatch of samples to Indian
SARS-CoV-2 Genomics
C o n s o r t i u m
(INSACOG) laboratories,
Union Health Ministry stated.
Those who tested positive for
the mutated strain of SARSCoV-2, on Monday included
8 from Maharashtra and 6 from
Kerala.
Kerala
”Six people who recently
returned from the UK have
tested positive for the new
strain. We have placed them
under surveillance. Their
samples have been sent to
NIV, Pune, Kerala Health
Minister K K Shailaja said on
Monday.
Karnataka
Three more people who
returned from the UK have
tested positive for the mutant
strain of coronavirus, taking
the total of such cases to ten
in Karnataka, state health
minister Dr K Sudhakar said
on Monday. He also said 75
people who returned from the

UK were yet to be traced and
the Home department and the
city corporation authorities
are trying to locate them.
“Thirty four UK returnees
tested positive for Covid-19.
Among them, the mutant
coronavirus strain was
detected in ten persons and
all of them are recovering in
government
hospitals,”
Sudhakar told reporters.
Maharashtra
Maharashtra Health Minister
Rajesh Tope said on Monday,
that among the patients, five
are from Mumbai and one
each from Pune, Thane and
Mira Bhayander and the
authorities are currently
tracing contacts of the eight.
Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray held a meeting to
discuss the state’s preparation
for vaccination rollout. He also
sought to know from
authorities the COVID-19
situation after cases of the
new variant were found. In the
meeting, the CM decided to
request the Centre to
quarantine
passengers
arriving from the UK at the
international airports where
they are landing.
The decision came after it was
discovered that people
returning from the UK are
taking flights to airports
outside of Maharashtra. “It has
been brought to the notice of
the government that due to
strict quarantine rules for UK
returnees in Maharashtra,
people returning from the UK
are taking flights to airports
outside the state. Later they
travel to Mumbai to avoid
quarantine,” the
chief
minister’s office said.

GOVERNMENT OF MANIPUR
OFFICE OF THE DIVISIONAL FOREST OFFICER
THOUBAL FOREST DIVISION
e-AUCTION NOTICE
Thoubal, the 4th January, 2021
No.4/2020/DFO/TBL: It is hereby once again notified for information to all the registered
Forest Contractors/HPC cleared Wood Based Units situated within the Minor Industrial
Estate, general public and individuals that the e-Auction sale for 39 Nos. of teak logs having
a volume of 304 cu.ft. which were confiscated vide the offence No. 1 of Wangoo Lamkhai
Beat Office (Case No, 1/2020-21 & Case No. 2/2020 vide Order No. 4/25/2020 – DFO/TBL
dated 18/08/2020) presently stocking at the premises of Waikhong Forest Beat Office has
been postponed due to some unavoidable reasons and the same teak timber shall be sold
out by way of another e-auction through Forest Department Manipur ’s portal
www.foresrt.manipurforest.gov.in on 11th January 2021 (Monday).
The details including the term and conditions of the auction sale may be obtained from the
department’s portal www.foresrt.manipurforest.gov.in or the office of the Divisional Forest
Officer or the Offcie of the Range Forest Officer, Kakching Rannge or Beat Office , Wangoo
Lamkhai during Office hour on working days.
Sd/Devala Leiphrakpam
Divisional Forest Officer
Thoubal Forest Division, Thoubal
THoubal , the 4th January, 2021

Imphal Times

Page No.

Farmers’ talks with Centre
inconclusive, to meet again on Friday

Reliance Jio moves HC against damage to infrastructure;
says not interesting in “contract” farming
By Raju Vernekar
New Delhi/Mumbai, Jan 5:
A deadlock over farmers’ stir
against farm laws continued
after seventh round of talks
between the Centre and
representatives
of
the
protesting farmers on Monday
with the Government refusing
to repeal the acts and insisting
on discussion only on
problematic” clauses of the
acts. Both the sides will meet
again on 08 January.
In the meeting held at Vigyan
Bhawan, Union agriculture
minister Narendra Singh Tomar
suggested that the unions
should discuss three laws
clause wise and discuss the
Minimum Support Price (MSP)
to farm produce. However the
unions insisted upon scrapping
the laws and legal backing to
Minimum Support Price (MSP).
The protesting farmers, mainly
from Punjab, Haryana and
western Uttar Pradesh, have
been at the border points of the
national capital since 26
November, braving the bonechilling cold weather in the
region. Sporadic rains have also
lashed the national capital in the
last couple of days.
In another development,
Reliance Jio Infocomm Limited

Farm activists atop the Jio’s Telecom Tower
on Monday moved the Punjab
and Haryana High court,
seeking action against those
causing damage to its network
infrastructure and forcible
closure of its stores. The
company has made the state of
Punjab through its chief
secretary, Union Home Affairs
Ministry and Department of
Telecommunications
as
respondents in the matter.
In a civil writ petition filed through
counsel Aashish Chopra, the
company, which is a subsidiary
of Reliance Industries, sought
appropriate directions to
respondents for investigation
into the “well-orchestrated and
sustained
disinformation
campaign” being carried out by
vested interests and miscreants
against it.
In its petition, the company

stated that in the past few weeks,
its over 1,500 telecom towers
were damaged or rendered
inoperative by miscreants
crippling its mobile network in
Punjab. A number of its centres
and stores were also forcibly
closed. Its subscribers were
being forced to port to other
networks while its employees
were being subjected to grave
threat to life and forcibly
prevented from serving
subscribers in the state.
Allegedly, over 200 Reliance Jio
towers were damaged and
vandalised in Punjab in the past
weeks on a daily basis as angry
farmers protested against the
farm laws and Reliance Jio. On
25 December, the number of
mobile towers destroyed was
700, within three days this
number rose to 1,504. There are

a total of 9,000 towers in the state
of Punjab. Besides some bundles
of Jio’s fibre cable were also
alleged burnt in Jalandhar.
In its statement, Reliance has
further added, “Reliance Retail
Limited (RRL), Reliance Jio
Infocomm Limited (RJIL), or any
other affiliate of our parent
company, i.e., Reliance
Industries Limited have not done
any “corporate” or “contract”
farming in the past, and have
absolutely no plans to enter this
business.” Reliance has also
said it supports the “aspiration
of Indian farmers to get a fair and
profitable price”. The company
has also said that it “shall insist
on our suppliers to strictly abide
by the Minimum Support Price
(MSP) mechanism” as may be
determined and implemented by
the government.

SC upholds environmental clearance & notification
for change in land use for Central Vista Project
Agency
New Delhi, Jan 5:
The Supreme Court, in a
majority verdict, today upheld
the environmental clearance
and notification for change in
land use for the Central Vista
Project in the National
Capital. In its judgment, the
Apex court said the exercise
of the power under the Delhi
Development
Authority
(DDA) Act was valid and the
recommendations
of
environmental clearance by
the Ministry of Environment
proper. The three-judge bench
hearing the case comprised
Justices Dinesh Maheshwar,

A. M. Khanwilkar and Sanjiv
Khanna.
The Supreme Court also said
that it also calls upon the
Ministry of Environment to
install smog towers in future
projects, particularly in those
cities where pollution is an
issue.
The Apex Court said in its
judgement that the heritage
conservation Committee
approval needed when
construction work is to begin.
It also directed the project
proponents to get approval
from the heritage committee.
The SC was hearing a batch
of petitions that questioned
whether the project complied

with
land
use
and
environmental regulations
peculiar to the area which
houses the Parliament and
Central Secretariat buildings.
Earlier, the Supreme Court on
7th of December had allowed
the foundation stone laying
ceremony for the new
Parliament building, but on
10th of December it directed
that no construction should
take place. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi had laid the
foundation
stone
and
performed Bhumi Pujan for the
construction of the new
Parliament building, which is
a part of the 20,000 crores
rupees Central Vista project.

Union Minister Hardeep
Singh Puri has welcomed the
judgement of Supreme Court
giving the go ahead for the
ambitious Central Vista
Project.
In a tweet, the Minister said,
Central Government has
always been sensitive to
environmental concerns and
will continue to adhere to the
highest standards during the
period of construction. He
added that Delhi is on course
to becoming a World Class
capital city and a new
Parliament building will be
ready by the time nation
completes 75 years of its
Independence in 2022.

Career Guidance

Career in Dubbing Artist: Build your
identity with sound

By- Vijay GarG
For young people with good and
melodic voice skills, todayit is best
to work as a dubbing artist in
movies, dramas, radio, television,
commercials, documentaries,
animated films, etc.
Today, there are great
opportunities for young
people with good and melodic
voice skills to work as dubbing
artists in films, dramas, radio,
television, advertisements,
documentaries,animated films, etc.
Voice skills

An important qualification to
become a dubbing artist is a
catchy voice. Anyone who has
a voice and a grasp of words can
take the initiative to become a
dubbing artist or a voice over
artist. With a good voice, if you
qualify for 12th or senior
secondary, the path to a better
career will be easier for you. Given
the growing demand for dubbing
artists, there are a number of
institutes offering short-term and
certificate courses in this field.
These courses provide technical
knowledge of voice over to the
students. This course can be used
to help you improve your voice.
At present, there is hardly an area
where technology is not used.
Obviously, to become a dubbing
artist, you need to have technical
knowledge related to your work.
You need to remember how far or
how close the mic should be

when recording and the dubbing
methods must be carefully
understood. There are two
methods of recording in the
industry. First paragraph
dubbing and then lip-syncing.
In para dubbing, the artist has to
record without paying attention
to the audio or video, while in lipsyncing, the speaker has to read
the lips of the character and
record the pronunciation. You
have to understand these
methods carefully.
Possibilities
As a dubbing artist you can find
opportunities to work in
Akashbani,
Doordarshan,
various TV channels, dramas,
radio,
advertisements,
documentaries, animated films
etc. It may be a little difficult for
you to look for opportunities in
the beginning but once you make
your voice known to the people,

there are no job opportunities
for you.
There will be no shortage.
Earnings
As far as earning is concerned,
you can earn Rs. 10,000 . You
just have to be more
discriminating with the help
you render toward other
people.
Some special features that
make the journey easier
In addition to good sound,
dubbing artists must have
sound
quality,
clear
pronunciation and a strong
grasp of language. In addition,
the dubbing artist has to
change his voice according to
the character or situation, such
as adapting his voice to the
place of emotion or comedy.
So you have to learn the art of
bringing high-pitch and lowpitch to your voice as needed.
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The year 2020 as the eighth warmest
year on record since 1901
PIB
New Delhi, Jan 5:
The Climate Research and
Services (CRS)of the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) in a Statement on
Climate of India during
2020 has stated that The
year 2020 was the eighth
warmest year on record
since nation-wide records
commenced in 1901.
In its statement , CRS said
that the annual mean land
surface air temperature
averaged over India during
2020 was above normal.
During the year, annual
mean land surface air
temperature averaged over
the country was+0.29 0C
above normal (based on
the data of 1981-2010). The
year 2020 was the eighth
warmest year on record
since nation-wide records
commenced in 1901.
However, this is
substantially lower than
the highest warming
observed over India during
2016 (+0.710C). The
monsoon and postmonsoon seasons with
mean temperature
anomalies (Actual
temperature-Normal
temperature) of +0.430C
and +0.53 0C respectively
mainly contributed to this
warming. Mean
temperature during the
winter was also above
normal with anomaly of
+0.140C. However, during
the pre-monsoon season
temperature was below
normal (-0.030C).
The Global mean surface
temperature anomaly
during 2020 (January to
October as per WMO state
of the global climate) is
+1.2 0C (source: https://
public.wmo.int/en/ourmandate/climate/wmostatement-state-of-globalclimate).
The 2020 annual rainfall
over the country as a
whole was 109% of its
Long Period Average (LPA)
based on the data of 19612010. The monsoon season
rainfall over the country as
a whole was above normal
and was 109% of its LPA.
Temperatures
The 2020 annual mean land
surface air temperature for
the country was +0.29 0C
above the 1981-2010 period
average, thus making the
year 2020 as the eighth
warmest year on record
since 1901 (Fig. 1).The five
warmest years on record in
order were: 2016 (+0.710C),
2009 (+0.550C), 2017
(+0.5410C), 2010 (+0.5390C),
and 2015 (+0.420C). It may
be mentioned that 12 out
of 15 warmest years were
during the recent fifteen
years (2006-2020).Past
decade (2001-2010/ 20112020) was also the warmest
decade on record with
anomalies of 0.23 0C /
0.34 0C.The country
averaged annual mean
temperature during 19012020 showed an increasing
trend of 0.62 0C/100 years
(Fig.1) with significant
increasing trend in
maximum temperature
(0.990C/100 years) and
relatively lower increasing
trend (0.240C/100 years) in
minimum temperature.

The country averaged
seasonal mean
temperatures were also
above the average during
all the seasons except premonsoon season. The
country averaged mean
monthly temperatures were
warmer than the normal
during all the months of
the year except March and
June.
The mean temperatures
exceeded the normal during
September (by 0.720C,
warmest since 1901),
August (by 0.58 0C, second
warmest), October (by
0.94 0C, third warmest), July
(by 0.56 0C, fifth warmest),
and December (by 0.39 0C,
seventh warmest).
Rainfall
The annual rainfall over
the country was 109 % of
long period average (LPA)
of 117.7 cms. Time series of
percentage departure of
annual rainfall over the
country as a whole since
1901 is shown in Fig. 2.
Rainfall over the country
as a whole during the SW
monsoon season (JuneSeptember), which is the
principal rainy season of
the country, was above
normal (109 % of LPA of 88
cms). During this season,
among the four broad
geographical regions of
the country, Central India,
South Peninsular and East
& Northeast India received
seasonal rainfall of 115%,
129% and 106% of its LPA
respectively, while
Northwest India received
seasonal rainfall of 84% of
itsLPA.
The 2020 Northeast
monsoon season (OctoberDecember) rainfall over the
country as a whole was
normal (101% of LPA). The
seasonal rainfall during the
northeast monsoon season
over the core region of the
south peninsula
(comprising of 5
subdivisions viz. Coastal
Andhra Pradesh,
Rayalaseema, Tamil Nadu
& Puducherry, South
Interior Karnataka and
Kerala), was also normal
(110% of LPA). All the five
subdivisions of the core
region except Kerala
received excess/normal
rainfall.
Tropical Storms in the
Indian Seas
During 2020, 5 cyclones
formed over the North
Indian Ocean. These are
Super cyclonic Storm
AMPHAN, Very Severe
Cyclonic Storms NIVAR &
GATI, Severe Cyclonic
Storm NISARGA, and
Cyclonic Storm ‘BUREVI’.
Of these, NISARGA
&GATI formed over
Arabian Sea, while the
remaining 3 cyclones viz.
AMPHAN, NIVAR &
BUREVI formed over the
Bay of Bengal. Out of
these five most
devastating cyclones, the
Super Cyclonic Storm
AMPHAN formed in the
pre-monsoon season and
crossed West Bengal coast
over Sundarbans on 20th
May. It claimed 90 lives &
about 4,000 livestock
mainly in West Bengal.
The Severe Cyclonic
Storm NISARGA, formed
in the Monsoon season,

crossed Maharashtra
coast on 3 rd June claimed 4
lives & 2000 livestock in
Maharashtra. The
remaining three cyclones
viz.NIVAR, BUREVI &
GATI formed during the
post monsoon season.
The Very Severe Cyclonic
Storm NIVAR crossed
Tamil Nadu & Puducherry
coasts close to north of
Puducherry and claimed 12
lives & 10836 livestock in
Tamil Nadu & Andhra
Pradesh. The Cyclonic
Storm BUREVI claimed 9
lives & 200 livestock in
Tamil Nadu. The VSCS
“GATI” made landfall over
Somalia coast. All these
weather systems and their
remnants and other lowpressure systems caused
above normal rainfall over
central and peninsular
India. The tracks of these
cyclones formed during
the year are shown in
figure 3 (a) and3(b).
High Impact Weather
Events
The country also
experienced other high
impact weather events
like, extremely heavy
rainfall, floods, landslide,
thunderstorm, lightning,
cold waves, etc. (Fig.4). A
few are listed below. The
causalities mentioned here
are based on the media
and government reports.
Bihar & Uttar Pradesh
were the most adversely
affected states during the
year which reportedly
claimed more than 350
deaths from each state
mainly due to
thunderstorm, lightning &
cold wave events.
Heavy rainfall & flood
related incidents
reportedly claimed over
600 lives from different
parts of the country
during pre-monsoon,
monsoon & post-monsoon
seasons. Of these, 129
lives were reportedly
claimed from Assam, 72
from Kerala [Specifically,
65 persons reportedly
claimed dead in a single
day from Pettimudi in
Munnar, Idukki district of
Kerala on 7th August due
to landslide.], 61 from
Telangana (while, 59 lives
reportedly claimed only
during the period 1st to
20th October), 54 lives
from Bihar, 50 from
Maharashtra, 48 Uttar
Pradesh, & 38 from
Himachal Pradesh.
Thunderstorms and
lightning reportedly
claimed 815 lives from
different parts of the
country. Among these, 280
from Bihar, 220 from Uttar
Pradesh, 122 from
Jharkhand, 72 from
Madhya Pradesh, 23 from
Maharashtra and 20 from
Andhra Pradesh were
significant. Cold wave
conditions mainly
prevailed over central
parts the country
especially in the month
of January. It caused
deaths of about 150
people. Of these deaths,
88 deaths were reported
from Uttar Pradesh
alone, 45 from Bihar only
on single day on 1st
January & 16 from
Jharkhand.
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