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Illegal fishing is crime against wildlife : N. Biraj Singh
Jiribam Forest Division team inspected upstream of Jiri River
IT Correspondent
Jiribam, Jan 30:
Fishing at Jiri River using
insecticide which is illegal and
crime against wild life is becoming very popular. Imphal
Times Correspondent Mahin
Laskar yesterday reported this
issue alarming the concern
government auhtority.
Recently a team of media
persons visited towards the
upstream of the river, it was
found that some rare species
of fishes were dead and floating in the Jiri river water.
It was speculated that the
fishes were dead due to the
use of insecticide to the upstream of the river by unidentified fishers and it floated toward the downstream with the
current of water.
On receiving the report of
such detrimental and hazardous fishing method in Jiri river,
a team of Jiribam Forest Division along with Honorary Wildlife Warden & Environmental
Activist, Jiribam Forest Division Huirem Rajen Kumar
Singh went to the sites of Jiri

Combine SFs
apprehend PLA cadre
IT News
Imphal, Jan 30:
On 28 January, troops of
Keithalmanbi Batallion under
the aegis of IGAR (South)
along with Manipur Police apprehended a Self Styled Sergeant of proscribed group PLA
from Leimaram in Bishenpur
District of Manipur.
Acting on specific intelligence, the joint team launched
a thorough search operation
and apprehended an active insurgent of proscribed group
PLA. The insurgent was identified as Self/Styled Sergeant
Ningthoujam Lonin Singh @
Ibomcha, age 25 years, a resident of Laimaram Mayai Leikai,
Nambol, Bishenpur district.
The apprehended person
was later handed over to
Nambol Police Station for further investigation.

Assam Rifles seized
smuggled timber
worth rs 40 lakh in
Ukhrul district
IT News
Imphal, Jan 30:
On 27 January, based on
specific intelligence received
from reliable sources about
movement of illegal timber,
troops of Shangshak Battalion
under the aegis of HQ IGAR
(South) seized a consignment
of illegal timber near LitanMahadev Camp on NH 202 in
Ukhrul District of Manipur.
The timber was being
transported without legal documents in two trucks. The trucks
belong to Mr Achan, a resident
of Ukhrul District. The assessed market value of the recovered timber is Rs 40 Lakh.
The drivers along with the
recovered timber were handed
over to Litan Police for further
investigation.

IMA to launch nationwide relay hunger
strike against ‘mixopathy’ from Monday
IT Correspondent
Mumbai, Jan 30:

river.
Speaking with media persons, Nongthombam Biraj
Singh, Range Forest Officer,
Headquarter; Jiribam Forest Division said on their visits at the
sites of Jiri river large numbers
of rotten fishes were seen floating.
On further inspections, two
empty bottles of Theron (an

agricultural insecticide) were
also found near the site, He
added.
He also said the team of
Jiribam Forest Division collected and properly disposed of
all the decomposed fishes in the
area. Such illegal acts of fishing
killed fishes and other microorganism as well as it destroys
the delicate balance of the eco-

system and its impacts on the
health of the villagers residing
downstream, which sole source
of drinking water is the Jiri River.
Biraj Singh appealed to stop
such illegal fishing; he also cautioned that if anybody found in
such illegal fishing it would be
punishable under Manipur Forest Rule- 1971 and Wildlife Protection Act 1972.

Union Minister Dr Jitendra Singh says, PM’s
vision of “Act East” imparting a new approach
in our relations with neighbouring countries
PIB
New Delhi, Jan 30:
Union Minister of State
(Independent Charge) Development of North Eastern Region (DoNER), MoS PMO,
Personnel, Public Grievances,
Pensions, Atomic Energy
and Space, Dr Jitendra Singh
said that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi gave the vision of “Act East”, thus imparting a new push to our
approach and focus to our
relations with neighbouring
countries through “Act East”
policy.
Addressing the Asia
Pacfic Youth Exchange
(APYE) meet along with the
Vice President of the Republic of Philippines, Maria
Leonor Gerona Robredo and
the Chief Minister of
Mizoram Zoramthanga, Dr.
Jitendra Singh said, as the

Minister In charge of Development of North Eastern Region (DoNER), he is pleased
to note that the North Eastern State of Mizoram is hosting this meet. He said, the
North Eastern region is surrounded by international borders and serves as India’s
gateway to the East.
Dr. Jitendra Singh said,
ever since Narendra Modi
took over as Prime Minister,
he has accorded a special priority to the development of
the North Eastern region of
India. He said, this also assumes importance because if
India has to successfully engage with the countries
across the eastern borders, it
must have a strong basis in
the areas proximal to eastern
borders which comprise the
North Eastern States.
With its geographical position and rich natural as well

as agro-climatic resources,
Dr. Jitendra Singh said, access
to the growing ASEAN market is essential for optimum
utilization of trade and business opportunities. He recalled how on the intervention
of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, the Indo-Bangladesh
Agreement was successfully
accomplished resulting in the
exchange of enclaves thus facilitating easier and cost-effective access to Bangladesh and
other regions.
Dr. Jitendra Singh noted
that in the times to come, Sustainable Development Goals
(SDG) will be our guide for integrating social, economic and
environmental dimensions of
development. To that extent,
he also appreciated the efforts
made by the organizers of the
Meet to hold interactions of
Asia Pacific society with the
local communities.

The Indian Medical Association (IMA) is planning to
organise a fortnight long panIndia relay hunger strike of
doctors from first February,
Monday, in protest against a
notification issued by the
Central Council of Indian
Medicine (CCIM) that
authorises post-graduate practitioners in specified streams
of Ayurveda to perform general surgical procedures, stating that it will lead to
“mixopathy”.
The fast agitation comes
after the nationwide protest
on the issue on 08 December
and 11 December, 2020.
The agitation will begin on
First February and will continue till 14 February and doctors will undertake fast at 50
centres across the country
and the venues are being
finalised, IMA’s honorary secretary general Dr Jayesh Lele
said.
“IMA acknowledges that
the Indian population needs
different systems of medicine
for different conditions of diseases and for promoting
wellness. However, we
strongly oppose the proposal
to make a single doctor practicing all systems together as
it will hamper quality and
safety as he will lack in-depth
knowledge on the particular
system of medicine. IMA supports polypathy but not
‘mixopathy’
and
“kitchadification”
of
healthcare systems. IMA is
constrained to intensify the
agitation as the steps towards
implementing ‘mixopathy’ are

not being taken back,” said Dr
Lele said.
The IMA is giving immediate directives to all members
across the country to launch
the “Save Healthcare India
Movement”. Under the campaign, the IMA will launch a
massive awareness drive
across the country as this is a
clear threat to the safety of
healthcare of people, the doctors’ body said in a statement.
Doctors will take turns to
sit on the hunger strike 24x7
from February 1 and the IMA
will release posters and banners to raise awareness on the
issue across the country, the
statement said. “All IMA
members shall update their
Members of Parliament and
MLAs regarding the true picture of the notification and the
integration policy. The IMA
will also give its representations to all state governments.
Under this movement, all NGOs
will be updated about the core
issues. Besides, all IMA members will write and convey their
feelings to the prime minister,
the association said.
Representatives of the
IMA shall visit various places
across the country to raise
awareness among the public
and apprise various associations from different countries
of this “unscientific” notification, it said, adding that the
global voice of modern medicine shall echo the feelings of
the IMA and its members.
The IMA has condemned
the notification issued by the
CCIM, a statutory body under the union AYUSH Ministry, authorising post-graduate
practitioners in specified
streams of Ayurveda to be

The nation pays homage
to Father of the Nation Mahatma Gandhi on his 73rd
death anniversary today. The
day is also observed as Martyrs’ Day. He was assassinated
on this day in 1948. President
Ram Nath Kovind, Vice President M Venkaiah Naidu and
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
today paid floral tributes to
Mahatma Gandhi at his
Samadhi in Rajghat on the occasion of his death anniversary.

Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh, Housing and
Urban Affairs Minister
Hardeep Singh Puri, Chief of
Defence Staff General Bipin
Rawat, Army Chief General
Manoj Naravane, Navy Chief
Admiral Karambir Singh and
Air Force Chief Air Chief
Marshal R K S Bhadauria
were among those who offered tributes the father of nation at Rajghat on Martyrs
Day.
An inter-religious prayer
meeting was organized on this
occasion.The nation also ob-

served a two-minute silence at
11 AM on Martyrs’ Day today.
In his message, President
Kovind said people should
adhere to his ideals of peace,
non-violence, simplicity, purity of means and humility. He
asked everyone to resolve to
follow his path of truth and
love.
In a tweet, PM Modi said,
Bapu’s ideals continue to motivate millions. He said, on
Martyrs’ Day we recall the heroic sacrifices of all those great
women and men who devoted
themselves towards India’s
freedom and the well-being of

trained to perform surgical
procedures such as excisions
of benign tumours, amputation of gangrene, nasal and
cataract operations.
The doctors’ body further
said the recent policy tilt, as
evidenced in the medical pluralism advocated by the National Education Policy 2020
and the four committees of
NITI AAYOG for officially integrating the systems of medicine in medical education,
practice, public health and administration as well as research ostensibly for a “One
Nation, One System” policy,
will “ring the death knell of all
systems of medicine as a
whole”.
“The IMA demands withdrawal of the CCIM order and
dissolution of the NITI
AAYOG committees for integration. The IMA appeals to
the government to consider
the sensitivity of the medical
fraternity and take appropriate
steps” IMA statement said.
All specialty associations
across the country are expected to join the strike
through the Federation of
Medical Associations under
the aegis of IMA. The dental
association and modern medical allied health organisations
will also participate. Local
branches will have hunger
strike centres. Women doctors
will be on hunger strike all
across the nation on February
7. IMA has instructed its Medical Students’ Network (MSN),
Junior Doctors’ Network
(JDN), IMA Womens’ Wing,
IMA Hospital Board, In-service Doctors and Medical Colleges to participate in the agitation.

New office of SATJAL
inaugurated at Jiribam
IT Correspondent
Jiribam, Jan 30:
A newly constructed office
of the Meetei Huyen Langlon
Shindam Shanglen (SATJAL
Academy) at Harinagar in
Jiribam district inaugurated
today.
The flag with the picture
of Ebudhou pakhangba

hoisted by Nameirakpam
Budhachandra Singh at the
onset of the inaugural ceremony of Satjal Academy.
The inaugural function
was graced by Adhyaksha
Jiribam Kh. Janaki Devi as
chief guest; President ,
Mahadev
Committee,
Lamnoupokpi Y. Chaoba
Singh presided over the func-

Nation pays homage to Father of the Nation
Mahatma Gandhi on his 73rd death anniversary
Agency
New Delhi, Jan 30:
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every Indian.
In his message, Vice President M Venkaiah Naidu said
Gandhi Ji was a crusader of
peace, non-violence and selfless service. He said Gandhi Ji
Both left an indelible imprint
on the sands of time through
his words and action.
The Vice President said
Bapu inspired countless
people worldwide to follow
the path of ahimsa and worked
relentlessly for the uplift of the
vulnerable sections, downtrodden and socially backward.
Films Division is paying

tribute to the father of Nation
Mahatma Gandhi by screening a film. Films being
streamed is ‘Gandhi Rediscovered’. It is a 27 Min documentary in Hindi and English and
discusses the scope of
Swadeshi.
The documentary will be
streamed on Films Division
website and YouTube channel, throughout the day. It can
be
watched
by
log
onto filmsdivision.org/ and
click @ “Documentary of the
Week” section or following
youtube.com/user/
FilmsDivision.

tion.
Hilghat Gram panchayat
Pradhan, L. Somorendra
Singh; Social Worker,
Ningsingkhul
N.
Budhachandra Singh and S.
Jadob Singh, President H.Q
No.2 also attended as guest
of honours.
S. Shyamkishor Meitei,
General Secretary, Central
Committee delivered keynote
address. In his speech he highlighted the objectives and activities of Universal Friendship Organisation (UFO).
Speaking on the occasion,
N. Budhachandra Singh said
he feel proud to be part of
today’s programme. He added,
everyone should know that
the Satjal is an Universal
Friendship Organisation.
“Let us spread the message of UFO throughout the
world of peace and love
among the differences”,
Budhachandra said.
On the speech of Chief
Guest Kh.Janaki Devi said that
the rules and regulations of
UFO is very pleasant. It gives
the opportunity to bring more
bonding of love among us by
interchanging our thoughts.
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A pinch of blessing with a tonne of a curse
By-Mayanglambam Merina Leimarenbi

The shattered NSU
The dream project, which is a blessing not only for the sports lovers
of the state but also for the entire people of the country, is in state of
catastrophe. The series of incident that has been taking place to the
establishment of the National Sports University, particularly
yesterday’s violent incident indicated that someone, or some vested
interested people want to sabotage the dream of the state , which is
known as the powerhouse of sports in the country.
After everything has been completed for the construction of the
infrastructures by completing formal procedures like demarcation for
the land for the construction of the sports university, why there
emerges an issue for ownership of the land contributed. What is the
hidden agenda of claiming the land that has to be use for the people of
the state? Why trouble water to the dream project? Are some people
deliberately attempting to shift the NSU to other state or is it because
that some pseudo intellectuals are creating the chaos for some personal
political benefits. There are lot that can be speculated, because everyone
knows that once the National Sports University has been constructed
there will be no legal provision of trespassing the campus by any
individuals no matter how close they settled. No matter who donate the
land it will be for the NSU to provide more opportunity in the
development of sports field and infrastructures , besides providing
more opportunity for the sports person in exposing their talent. This
University is not for any single community of the state neither it is the
asset of Manipuri alone but for all the sportpersons across the country.
The recent spurt of violence at the NSU construction site can be
interpreted as an attempt to foil the dream of India government to make
India becoming a sports house in the world.
Now, the matter is politicised. This is being stated as people
witnessing the scene are no fools. Some showed their intention of
sabotaging the construction of NSU and some are curious in speedy
construction of the NSU as it will also decide the fate of the Manipur
Sports.
With the kind of development the deployment of state police seem
to be no use for safeguarding the construction site. It is time the state
government request the Union government to deploy either paramilitary
force like CRPF or Assam Rifles or even the Indian army to safeguard
the construction site so that no persons or community disturbed the
construction of the National Asset.

Economy: Staying on Track
Timely containment measures, sizeable monetary expansion and protracted fiscal
stimulus prevented the economy from slipping into recession in FY 21
The Economic Survey chapter on State of the Economy (SOE) 2020-21 – A Macro
View, is a fluent narrative of the Indian economy in a COVID-19 world, first pushing itself
to limit contraction of output and subsequently achieving a sharp V-shaped recovery with
the help of timely and effective policy interventions by the Government. It further explains
the futuristic underpinnings of Government policies that are intended to lift the economy
back to its pre-pandemic growth path.
The SOE describes the policy dilemma of lives versus livelihoods faced globally at
the beginning of the pandemic forcing countries to choose between the two. Deploying the
containment strategy India initially chose lives but soon enough livelihoods as well once
the system to handle the pandemic was in place to hasten the unlocking of the economy.
The result was a 23.9 per cent year-on-year contraction of GDP in the first quarter of FY 21
followed by a much smaller shrinkage of 7.5 per cent in the second quarter and thereafter
by a steady decline in the pandemic curve. It was the accurate timing of the lockdown and
gradual pace of its unlocking that made India resolve the dilemma earlier than others.
The monetary strategy discussed in SOE is built around the measures taken by RBI
to support businesses by reducing cost of borrowing and boosting liquidity. The RBI
administered cut in policy rates, launched open-market and long-term repo operations,
reduced banks’ CRR, raised banks’ borrowing limits, granted term loan moratorium and
interest deferral, and enhanced ways and means advances of Governments, among others.
The significant cut in policy rates seems to be the standout feature of the strategy as it
risked provoking capital flight from the country. However, the global liquidity glut caused
by advanced economies trying to pull themselves out of pandemic induced slowdown
prevented the capital flight. In fact, the growth promise seen in emerging market economies,
particularly India, has been continuously attracting capital into the country.
The fiscal strategy to deal with the pandemic initially provided a safety net to
vulnerable segments of the population that included healthcare support, food supplies,
cash transfers, loan guarantees, interest subsidy and tax deferrals, among others. Later in
the year the fiscal strategy shifted gears to strengthening consumption. As explained in the
SOE, the need for protracting fiscal stimulus was to align it with the evolution of private
consumption demand. During the initial period of uncertainty, the private consumption
demand was low and limited to essential spending as the perceived need of the people was
to augment precautionary savings. Accordingly, fiscal spending provided for meeting
essential consumption. As uncertainty cleared with the easing of lockdown, people started
spending on discretionary non-essential consumption. Growth picked up requiring
additional fiscal stimulus to provide only a tailwind to the incipient recovery. Thus,
alignment of fiscal response with changes in private consumption ensured non-wastage of
fiscal resources.
The SOE next explains the role of structural reform in resurrecting the growth potential
of the economy. Freeing of agriculture marketing, definitional change of MSME to support
growth and job creation, enactment of four labour codes, reducing cross-power subsidies,
disinvestment of PSUs and commercial mining in coal, were the major reforms announced
by the Government. These reforms together with the ones implemented over the last 6-7
years are intended to further ease the binding constraints on private sector investment.
The economic outlook in SOE projects the real GDP growth at 11 per cent in 202122. IMF in its January, 2021 update projects it at 11.5 per cent. These projections are
inspired by GDP growth in 2020-21, sequentially expected to increase from (-)19.4 per
cent in H1 to (+)23.9 per cent in H2. Within H1 itself GDP growth has sequentially increased
from (-)29.3 per cent in Q1 to (+) 23.2 per cent in Q2. Such jumps in sequential growth
rates do not reflect an economy in recession. On the contrary they show the economy staying
on track strategically navigated by containment measures, monetary expansion, fiscal stimulus
and structural reforms.
( APIB feature by Rajiv Mishra, Economic Adviser, Ministry of Finance)
Letters, Feedback and Suggestions to ‘Imphal Times’
can be sent to our e-mail : imphaltimes@gmail.com. For advertisement
kindy contact: - 0385-3590330 (O). For time being readers can reach
the office at Cell Phone No. 9862860745 for any purpose.

“Ema ! I want to become a
nurse” a 12 yrs girl told her single
mother who was selling tomatoes
in the market. Hearing this one of
the customers said, “‘I am a single
mother of two and a nurse, whose
work has been always taken for
granted by the management. A
starter gets Rs. 3000/-. Now I have
reached Rs. 7000/-”.
Their short abrupt dialogue in
the roadside market caught my
attention one day d uring the
pandemic period. Neither did I
bother to ask her number nor her
address. I came back hurriedly
after stuffing some cabbage and
cauliflower inside my thick dirty
market jhola.
I still remember the pain in her
tone and spent time in the last few
months pondering the issues with
nurses, their services and their
salary structure. Never did I
realise that this would be my
story.
2020!!! Yes, I am talking about
the year 2020 which gave a hope
to the health sector celebrating the
International Day of the Nurse
commemorating the 200th birth
anniversary of a vibrant woman,
Florence Nightingale. The World
Health Organisation (WHO) had
joined with numerous groups to
acknowledge the incomparable
duties and essence of nurses who
are sacrificing their valuable time
for humanity.
The Them e “Nursing the
World to Health” came as an
act ion from the first case of
COVID-19 from Wuhan, China. No
one did ever dreamt that such
things would spread like a wildfire
and the world will be in a global
health crisis.
The role of health workers
can’t be even measured through
any parameters by anyone until
date. Many join this profession for
their innate passionate nature. But
now the cond ition of the
healthcare system has somewhat
become like a mus hroom ing
business almost in all parts of the
world. No matter how/what the
situation may be, they are and will
always be there running around to
save lives.
Coming to a state like Manipur
with just a population of 3,091,545
by May 20 20, a s per the
AADHAAR India, with a total area
of 22,327 sq.km, we happily
celebrated a Green Zone on April
20, 2020 when the two first cases
of COVID-19 became negative
after being treated at JNIMS (The
Jawaharlal Nehru Institute of
Medical Sciences (JNIMS). The
second case was of a 65-yearold man w ho c ontr a c te d t he
d is e as e f r o m t h e Ta b l i g h i
Jamaat event in New Delhi’s
Nizamuddin area within March
13-15.12 of them attended this
e v e n t j u s t b e fo r e th e D e lh i
government prohibited public
congregation or events before
t he U ni o n g ov er n m e n t ’ s
declaration of Janata Curfew
and nationwide lockdown on
March 25.
The State had a second issue
on May 2, 2020 to arrange for
40,000 Manipuri’s, both working
and studying outside and stranded
in other states, trying to get back
home. Some came b ack
permanently and some were still
working online from home up till
date this article is written.
Price of vegetables reached the
sky raised vegetables rat es;
unavailability of three-layered
mask/sanitiz ers, less stock of
medicines and a heavy heart in all
was seen very clearly. Individual
entrepreneurs started making
masks; some started supplying
the cotton ones w hen s ome
couldn’t even get a single one.
Filthy businessmen minted money
by selling and reselling stocked

masks are some of the tragic shots
which
these
eyes
saw
uninterrupted.
Cases of deaths and infected
ones were the talk of the town. The
piercing siren from the non-stop
trip of ambulances gave a jerk to
all our spines.
Regional Institute of Medical
Sciences (RI MS, a cent ral
government hospital) and
Jawaharlal Nehru Institute of
Medical Sciences, JNIMS (state
hospital) were the only hope for
pos itive
cas es.
C ovid -19
Community Centres were set up
for those 40 thousand returnees;
the nation’s first dedicated
quarantine centres for LGBTQ+
communities came in with the help
from the Social Welfare
Dep artment. S oon in early
August, we received news of
cases of community transmission.
The State Government tr ied
controlling the nar rative by
coining
it
into
‘Local
Transmission’ which confused the
public even further.
State Government Nurses and
other health workers voluntarily
shared their unheard experiences.
Some were not ready in mind but
yet forced to jump into a situation
to act to serve. Full credit goes to
the thorough rigorous workshops
conducted in timely manner by
Manipur Nursing Council in
coordination with the Trained
Nurses Association of Manipur
State Branch. This gave birth to
the first five Nurses on the last
days of March 2020, who became
experts in conducting various
awarenes s and workshops to
different nurs ing and health
centres voluntarily. Later on 4 th
April 2020, Manipur Nursing
Council reached out to the State
Health M edical Department
requesting for PPE, facemasks,
hand gloves and sanitizers for
further training.
Secretary TNAI (Trained
Nurses Association of India)
Sister Th. Binodini was one
among these five experts who
sha red her struggling w ork
schedules betwee n the ART
centres (Anti-retroviral therapy),
RIMS and awareness programmes to
different nursing staff centres on basic
SOP’s.
Nurses were struggling with
shifts and hardcore duties but the
situation was worse for those in
private hospitals where some were
paid less and some were just
making basic pay. The constant
hurdles and voices from these
nurses were not reported officially
but verbal telephonic complaints
came pouring in to TNAI officials.
king part was when a 6thmonth-old pr egnant nu rse
working at a private hospital was
refused to be admitted at her
hos pital she w orked for. But
luckily TNAI intervention saved
her.
Mee ting TNAI M anipur
President N.Tangbi, gave another
turn to my story. In her words ,
“female ANM(Auxiliary Nurse
M i d w if er y ) c a m e i n to th e
picture way back in 1984, it got
u p gr a d ed to 2 0 15 b ut s in ce
2 0 1 6 t il l p r es e n t d a t e th e
Governm ent hasn’t appointed
proper teachers in a regular
p o s t . We , a t ti m e s , h ir e or
request senior nurses to take
our classes.” She laughs.
“20000 nurses are there in
Manipur but many haven’t got
registered in TNAI. We have at
present twenty four nurs ing
ins titutes, t wenty NGO run
nursing schools, four Government
Nursing schools. But for this
pandemic period, the number does
lack a lot because after every duty
they have to go for 7-day
quarantine and later 14 more days
quarantine, if needed. Only after

that, they can resume their work.
So substitute nurses become a
serious challenge.”
“Ma nipur still la cks m ore
human resources and issu es,
miscommunication sets within the
system and among the health
workers. Upgrade of equipment,
with specialised
teaching
faculties, needs to be increased.
The standard teacher-student
ratio is misplaced. Most of the
teachers are all on contract basis
and are being utilised in place of
qualified teachers. An exp ert
committee, set up by the Centre in
pursuance of the Supreme Court
ord er, had r ecomm ended a
minimum wage of ¹ 20,000 for
nurses working in hospitals with
less than 50 beds. It also stated
that the working conditions of
nurses in private hospitals should
be on par with nu rses at
government hospitals.’
The Supreme Court’s order
related to minimum wage and
working conditions of nurses in
private hospitals later came as a
big mockery during the second
week of May 20 20 where
Jawaharlal Nehru of Institute of
Medical Sciences advertisement
of Nurses recruitment drew sharp
criticism from the Trained Nurses
Ass ociation of India. The
adv ertis ement
cam e
as
recruitment for nurses to serve
at COVID-19 Ward (ATC Block)
for three months with a daily
wage of 273/- daily.
This came as a big blow to the
nurses and nursing profession
fraternity. TNAI in its letter to the
Director of JNIMS pointed out
that as per the fixed-wage, the
maximum salary for one month
amounts to only Rs 6,825 (25x273)
which is much below the minimum
of Rs 20,000 per month salary fixed
by the Supreme Court even for
private clinics.
TNAI further urged JNIMS
authority to consider the Supreme
Cou rt’s
order
and
recommendations of the MoHFW
committee
for
proper
transportation
servic es,
accommodation with food and
health insurance for the nurses
who are detected with COVID-19.
Yet, the situation remains with
their present wage at nearly Rs
13000/- per month, but even then
some still fail to make any kind of
complaint fearing that their jobs
would be taken away from them at
this pandemic hour.
The temporary appointment in
a crisis like situation during the
corona pandemic is necessary but
such silly acts turn to be a big
ins ult to nurs es and nurs es’
profession, despite this year being
declared as the year of nurses and
mid wife by Wor ld Health
Organisation, stated the TNAI.
Inputs from other sources and
TNAI further proves that most of
the nurses presently working in
the private hospitals get their pay
wit hin 3000-4 500 f or ev ery
starter. They are being neglected
and pressured to work under such
violating conditions. Talking to
some female nurses working in
private hospitals they said, “how
will our family run if we violate the
management rules? Yes, we do
know our rights have b een
violated to this extent. We are
scared and helpless to make any
sort of complaints. It would be
great if our Government could
start implementing this. If we all
back off then who will serve the
patients. But taking our services
and our loyalty for granted like
this hurt our feelings. If we raise
our voice then our names would
surely come up which would again
bring hindrance in our work.”
37 yr old Kim from Chiru,
working in a pr ivate hos pital
stated that, “We feel suffocated

in PPE. We use sign languages
inside the OT; it’s difficult to talk
also. Some of the rude nature from
patient parties and demeaning
behaviour really hurts us. Earlier I
used to travel daily 27 km up and
down from home but now we have
finally found a congested tiny one
room where three of us are renting.
All were reluctant in giving us the
room. I left my sick husband and
my two year old son at home. It’s
unbearable not seeing my son for
the past 7 months. We buy water
and pool in money for our rent,
life is not easy. If we don’t work
who will feed my family?” She
narrated her story while tears
poured down her face.
TNAI strongly feels that more
numb er of nurses working in
private hospitals should start
knowing their rights, and let their
dedicated works be not taken for
granted any more. They feel that
it’s the right time for them to sign
an MOU with the nurses and the
concerned private hospitals so
that they should not face any
unhealthy situation later in their
work.
On
the
other
hand,
Government Hospital nurses were
also suffering but not as severe
as the private hospital ones. Their
nurses got proper pay with proper
quarantine periods which gave
them good rest to work further.
During my interview with some
TNAI officials, they showed a
willingness to support any nurse
or nurses groups who are from
private firms to come up with a
written complaint which could
support their movement. Without
it, they are helpless to help them.
The y further feel that the
Government of Manipur needs to
formulate a MoU which has the
surety to guard the nurses against
any kind of atrocities.
Most of them are scared and
are deprived of their rights which
need to be told at the right time or
else they will be exploited severely.
Some of them are well educated
but
lack
self-confide nce
demanding for their rights. This
Covid-19 pandemic reminds of that
specific vital role every nurse play
in the healthcare system of a
country. Without their devotion,
dedication and determination,
achieving the Sus tainable
Development Goals or any other
Universal health coverage won’t
be possible.
It has been ages that their work
has shown many positive
recoveries. Let’s not forget the
1918 influenza pandemic which
was the most severe pandemic in
recent history caused by an H1N1
virus with genes of avian origin.
They are often the first and
som etimes the only health
professional that people see and
the quality of their initial
assessment, care and treatment
are vital. Nurses account for more
than half of all the world’s health
workers, yet there is an urgent
shortage of nurses worldwide with
5.9 million more nurses still
needed, especially in low- and
middle-income countries.
Let’s not forget that Nurses
are the heart of every health care
system; they are that foundation
which would bring new hope to
humankind. Let the purpose of
this article bring some ray of hope
to our nurses ’. Hoping the
government recognizes the plight
of the nurses and up w ith
guidelines supporting the nurses
and other health workers who are
presently being su ppres sed
during this pandemic period.
(The writer is a Manipur
based journalist. This article is
a research supported by Zubaan
Publishers-Sasakawa Peace
Foundation.)
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MPs to play an active role in making
Jal Jeevan Mission a ‘Jan Andolan’
PIB
New Delhi, Jan 30:
Recognizing the key role
Members of Parliament/ elected
representatives can play in mobilizing the local community and
empowering them to ensure assured piped water supply in rural
homes, provisions have been
made in the implementation of Jal
Jeevan Mission to enable their
participation to make Jal Jeevan
Mission – Har Ghar Jal, a ‘Jan
Andolan’. The National Jal
Jeevan Mission (NJJM) issued
an advisory to States elaborating on the roles; the Members of
Parliament can play in achieving
the goal of the Mission.
Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM) is
being implemented in partnership with States to provide functional tap water connection to
every rural home by 2024. JJM
is a decentralized, demanddriven and community-managed
programme with the Gram
Panchayat and/ or its sub-committee, i.e. Village Water & Sanitation Committee (VWSC)/ Pani
Samiti/ User Group, etc. playing
a key role in planning, implementation, management, operation
and maintenance of in-village
water supply systems. The Mission envisions to empower Gram
Panchayat and/ or its sub-committee, i.e. VWSC/ Pani Samiti to
function as a ‘local water utility’
that focuses on water supply
service delivery. Thus, efforts
are being made to involve local
community to make water
everyone’s business.
Every village has to prepare
a 5-year Village Action Plan
(VAP) co-terminus with 15th Finance Commission by dovetail-

ing all resources available under
various schemes/ programmes in
the village e.g. MGNREGS, 15th
FC grants for PRIs, JJM, SBM(G)
and other sources like District
Mineral Development Fund
(DMDF), CSR Fund, MP/ MLA
Local Area Development Funds,
public contributions, etc.
Starting with involvement of
MPs in District Water &Sanitation Mission (DWSM), which
includes review of progress of
JJM in districts; promote community engagement and participation; prioritize convergence
with MPLAD funds and other
centrally sponsored scheme
funds; resolution of bottlenecks
in implementation of schemes;
and overall to ensure that implementation of Jal Jeevan Mission
- Har Ghar Jal is being done in
accordance with provisions of
the Operational Guidelines of the
mission, so that every rural
household gets assured potable
tap water on regular and longterm basis.
MPs are already nominated
as Co-Chairperson of the District
Level District Development Coordination & Monitoring Committee (DISHA) of the Ministry
of Rural Development. Their inputs/ suggestions would be considered while finalizing the District Action Plan (DAP) for 100%
coverage for provision of drinking water in all rural households
of the districts in their constituencies.
Further, before declaring any
district as’ Har Ghar Jal’ district,
i.e. districts with tap water
supplyin every rural home, Members of Parliament whose constituencies are part of the district
would be consulted so that ‘no

one is left out’.
As envisaged in the
programme, Village Action Plan
(VAP) for five years co-terminus
with 15th Finance Commission
period is to be prepared for each
village with active involvement
of local community. These
VAPshave components i.e.
strengthening of local drinking
water sources; in-village water
supply infrastructure to provide
tap water connections to every
home and public institutions;
grey water treatment and reuse;
and operation & maintenance
of water supply systems so as
every family gets assured supply of potable water on regular
and long-term basis. The VAP
will be prepared by the Gram
Panchayat/ VWSC/ Pani Samiti
with the help from RWS/ PHE
department and implementation
support agencies (ISAs). The
work and activities identified in
the VAP will be implemented by
dovetailing of resources available at village level under various schemes/ programmes. The
VAP is the document to ensure
long-term sustainability of water sources and systems in
villages.People’s representatives will play a huge role in
community mobilization, bring
transparency and local community will have the water supply
schemes of their choice and
need. This is the true empowerment of people.
To bring in ‘sense of ownership’ and pride among rural communities, under Jal Jeevan Mission, there is a provision of 5%
capital cost contribution in form
of cash and/ or kind and/ or
labour towards in-village water
supply infrastructure in hilly, for-

Career Guidance

Give a new flight to your
career with offbeat courses

By: Vijay GarG
Choosing subjects after
class XII is an important decision
for students. Based on this, his
career gets direction. At present,
after passing Class XII, students
prefer to pursue subjects that
open new avenues for their careers instead of the traditional
ones. Engineering, medical, science, hotel management, fashion
designing, etc. have topped the
list of students’ favorite career
options for many years. The new
career options that are evolving
as we move towards modernity
cannot be ignored. We know
about similar career options,
which are coming up with new
possibilities for students to move
forward.
There are opportunities in
fashion communication
It is an interdisciplinary
course that offers opportunities
to enter cultural fields such as
media, fashion and graphic design, fashion photography, fashion journalism and publications,
product launches, public relations, exhibitions and event management. Great opportunities for
young people in the field of fash-

ion communication who want to
work in design strategy, brand
and portfolio, as well as students
entering the field in business,
communication field journalism,
television, event management,
etc. Can make a career.
Of course
Students who have passed
12th with any subject can get
admission in Bachelor Degree
Course in Fashion Communication.
There is a bright future in
sports management
Due to the growing popularity of sports, sports manager has
become an emerging career option. Nowadays, every sports
and sports activity needs a
sports management expert.
Youngsters with a degree or diploma in sports management can
easily enter this field with a good
package. Sports management
has great opportunities in areas
such as finance, business management, law and accounting.
Educational qualifications
on the course
Sports management courses
are conducted at the post graduate diploma level. Must be a
graduate for post graduate
course. Youngsters of any
stream can enroll in sports management courses but preference
is given to students graduating
in physical education.
Emerging field is enabled
In the current era of Kovid19, we are living in a world where
maintaining physical and mental
health has become very important for people. In this case, yoga
has emerged as a better career

option. In the field of yoga you
can work as a qualified instructor, yoga teacher, therapist and
naturopath, trainer, research officer yoga and naturopathy etc.
Educational qualifications
on the course
To succeed in this field you
can cross diploma course or certificate in yoga.
Build the future in animation
You must have a degree in
animation, computer graphics,
fine arts, or a related field to enter
the world of animation. At the
same time you can do master
degree, certificate and diploma
courses in it. You can also take a
certificate or diploma course in
VFX, 2D Animation, 3D Animation, Editing, Mixing and CGArts.
Increasing probability in tea
testing
Given the demand for tea in
many countries of the world, including India, there are ample
opportunities for professionals
with different educational qualifications in the tea industry. One
of these alternatives is tea testing. T-testers advise companies
based on their professional
knowledge and experience.
They also work for the branding
of different flavors of tea based
on quality and taste.
Educational qualifications
on the course
Graduation in Botany, Food
Science, Horticulture or related
subjects is required to become a
T-Tester. After graduation you
can do diploma or certificate
course in T-Testing or T-Management.

ested, and more than 50% SC/
ST population dominant villages,
and 10% capital cost of the invillage infrastructure in remaining villages.
Considering the importance
of water and sanitation in rural
areas, 15th Finance Commission
has identified water supply and
sanitation as priority areas and
accordingly, for rural local bodies, in 2020-21, Rs. 30,375 Crore
‘tied-grant’ has been allocated
for a.) supply of drinking water,
rain water harvesting and water
recycling; and b.) sanitation and
maintenance of open-defecation
free (ODF) status, in villages.
Thus, PRIs are to utilize this tied
grant on water and sanitation for
long-term sustainability.
States/ UTs have firmed up
their timelines for 100% coverage
of households with tap water
connections. Timeline of States/
UTs for 100% coverage with
FHTCs is as follows:
100% FHTCs in 2020:
Goa
100% FHTCs in 2021:
A&N Islands, Bihar, Puducherry
and Telangana
100% FHTCs in 2022:
Haryana, Jammu & Kashmir,
Ladakh, Himachal Pradesh,
Gujarat, Meghalaya, Punjab,
Sikkim, Uttarakhand and Uttar
Pradesh
100% FHTCs in 2023:
Arunachal
Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh, Karnataka, Kerala,
Madhya Pradesh, Manipur,
Mizoram, Nagaland, Tamil Nadu
and Tripura
100% FHTCs in 2024:
Assam, Andhra Pradesh,
Jharkhand,
Maharashtra,
Odisha, Rajasthan and West
Bengal.

NAME CHANGE
I, the undersigned , do
hereby declare that I, have
renounced, relinquished
and abandoned the use of
old name Yumnam Ongbi
Chungkhonleima as I have
assumed my new name
Konjengbam
Chungkhonleima Chanu.
Sd/Konjengbam
Chungkhonleima Chanu
Yumnam Leikai , Imphal,
Manipur
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More State News

IBSD Imphal organizes outreach
programme on capacity building of
farmers with Border Security Force

IT News
Imphal, Jan 30:
In continuation of its
ongoing outreach programme,
Institute of Bioresources and
Sustainable Development
(IBSD), Imphal joined hands
with Border Security Force by
jointly organizing one day
training programme on
production of quality planting
material of ginger today at the
182 BSF Camp Damodar,
Imphal East, Manipur. The
training programme was
organized in association with
Midas
Touch,
an
environmental conservation
organization based in Imphal.
Prof. Pulok Kumar
Mukherjee, Director of IBSD
while
addressing
the
inaugural function briefly
highlighted the mandate of the
institute to the gathering. He
expressed hope that the
training programme will
benefit the farmers to some
extent and sought feedbacks
from them for holding such
similar programmes within the
mandate of the institute. He
commended the role of the
Border Security Force for
taking up different initiatives
for the socio economic
development
at
the
community level by keeping a
coherent relationship with the
farmers and villagers. Shri
Nitin Gupta, Commandant of
182nd
battalion, BSF
highlighted their different
works undertaken at the
community level in the field of
environment and socio
economic upliftment activities
for the farmers and villagers.

Rajkumar Tomba, Senior
Director, Midas Touch and Dr.
B. Debkumari, Founder, Midas
Touch also attended in the
inaugural function.
The inaugural function
was also attended virtually by
Dr. AA Mao, Director,
Botanical Survey of India and
Prof. Ashwani Pareek,
Executive Director of National
Agri-Food Biotechnology
Institute, Mohali and they
shared their views on the
economic potential of ginger
of economy upliftment of the
NE region. Prof. GA Shantibala
Devi, Dean, School of Life
Sciences and School of
Agricultural
Sciences,
Manipur University also
delivered her speech during
the inaugural function.
During the training
programme different subject

matter specialists from
Manipur University, Central
Agricultural University, Krishi
Vigyan Kendra, Thoubal and
other scientists of IBSD,
Imphal delivered their lectures
on different aspects of ginger.
Prof. R.K. Dilip, Department of
Horticulture,
Central
Agricultural
University
deliberated
on
good
agricultural practices for
growing organic ginger while a
lively interaction was also made
between Dr. M. Thoithoi Singh,
Subject Matter Specialist, KVK
Thoubal during his lecture on
management of diseases of
ginger in particular and banana
and orange in general for organic
crop production with practical
demonstration.
Around 100 farmers from 28
villages were attended in the
training programme.

Quiz Competition on ‘Youth
against Drugs’ concludes
IT News
Lilong, Jan 30:
Student
Induction
Programme for the fresh
students of Lilong Haoreibi
College that kicked off on the
January 21, 2021 has been
concluded today with a Quiz
Competition on the theme:
Youth against Drugs. The
programme was attended by
the eminent IT software
engineer Mr. Shah Azad of
Refinitiv, London, United
Kingdom as chief guest. He
also interacted with the

students as a part of the
component ‘Lecture by
Eminent People’ under the
UGC guidelines of the Student
Induction Programme.
‘Quiz Competition’ was
organized as an outreach
programme to the youth
under NashaMukt Bharat
Abhiyan with an objective to
make Lilong a drug free village.
Leila Sultani, Shahani and
Masqura stood first, second
and
third
position
respectively. Miraj Shah
Korimayum conducted the
quiz as quiz master.
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CCTV footage captures two men India strongly condemns vandalisation of
near Delhi blast site
Mahatma Gandhi’s statue in California, USA
Jaish-UlHind claims
responsibility
for the blast

Agency
New Delhi, Jan 30:

IT Correspondent
New Delhi, Jan 30:
The Delhi police in CCTV
footage have spotted two persons getting off from a cab near
the Israel embassy in New
Delhi, where a bomb of low intensity exploded on Friday
evening.
While the cab has been
traced it is yet to be ascertained
whether the duo played any
role in the explosion, even as
Israeli investigators, are slated
to visit New Delhi, to assist the
police in the investigation.
The Delhi Police Special
Cell contacted the concerned
cab driver and enquired about
the two persons. Police are in
the process of drawing out the
sketches of the two persons
on the basis of inputs gathered
from the cab driver.
The police are on high alert
following the Israel Embassy
low-intensity blast and
sources have confirmed that
ammonium nitrate was used
for the explosion. Police also
found a camera hidden behind
a tree near the blast site. Be-

sides they found an envelope
addressed to Israel Ambassador from the blast site. Police
are tracing its fingerprints and
examining its contents.
Sources have also said this
blast may be a trial of some
“bigger conspiracy”. Israel is
treating the bomb blast as a
terrorist attack.
A low-intensity explosion
took place near the Israel Embassy on Friday evening. The
ball bearings seized from the
spot were found scattered on
the ground and the impact of
the explosion was felt within a
radius of 20-25 metres. While
no injuries were reported in the
incident so far windscreens of
several cars parked in the vi-

cinity of the Embassy on Dr
APJ Abdul Kalam Road were
found damaged.
Investigation is ongoing,
gathering all evidence from the
scene. There’s full collaboration between Indian & Israeli
authorities. As of now, our
strong assumption is that it’s
a terror attack that targeted Israeli Embassy. Fortunately nobody was hurt, Ron Malka,
Israeli Envoy said while speaking to a news agency.
Security has been increased in the nearby areas and
an alert has also been issued
at all airports, important installations, and government buildings. The Mumbai Police is
also on high alert and security

India, Bangladesh to hold Home
Secretary level talks in March
Agency
New Delhi, Jan 30:
India and Bangladesh will
hold the next Home Secretary
Level talks, Commerce Secretary Level talks and the Secretary Level Meeting of Joint
Rivers Commission before the
March 2021 Summit between
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina of Bangladesh. The
decision was taken during the
Foreign Office Consultation
(FOC) between the two countries which took place in Delhi
on Friday.
Both countries agreed to
maintain the steady momentum of the bilateral cooperation and people to people ties.
In this regard, the meeting
noted with satisfaction the renewal of the Air Travel Bubble
arrangement that will facilitate
essential travel between the
two sides.
The Spokesperson of the
Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) Anurag Srivastava

said in a tweet that extensive
discussions were held on the
entire gamut of bilateral cooperation including joint commemoration of the 50th anniversary of the Liberation War
and establishment of the diplomatic ties.
According to the press
release issued by the MEA,
the meeting reviewed the
progress achieved in the bilateral relationship, including in the areas of Covid-19
cooperation, trade, connectivity, development partnership, power, energy and water resources, regional and
multilateral cooperation as
well as border management
and security and defence
coop er ation. Ind ia and
Bangladesh noted with appreciation the close cooperation on COVID 19 related issues including India’s gift of
2 million doses of vaccines
to Bangladesh.
The preparation for the
forthcoming visit of Prime Minister Narendra Modi to Dhaka

in March this year was also
discussed during the FOC
meeting.
In view of the importance
of the 50th anniversary of the
liberation war of Bangladesh
and establishment of diplomatic relations between the
two countries, both the countries decided to further
strengthen the ongoing coordination to jointly commemorate these anniversaries.
Expressing satisfaction
over the swift implementation
of the Line of Credit (LOC) in
the bilateral development
partnership, India and
Bangladesh stressed the need
to increase the utilisation of
funds and streamlining and
expediting the approval processes.
The Indian side at the FOC
was led by Foreign Secretary
Harsh Vardhan Shringla while
Foreign
Secretary
of
Bangladesh Masud Bin
Momen led the Bangladesh
delegation.

WHO team begins COVID-19 investigation work,
visits Wuhan hospital which treated early patients
Agency
Wuhan, Jan 30:
A World Health Organization (WHO) team of 13 scientists began its investigation
work into the origins of the
COVID-19 yesterday after concluding a 14-day quarantine in
central China’s Wuhan city.
As part of its field visits,
the team first went to the
Hubei Provincial Hospital of
Integrated Chinese and Western Medicine, one of the first
hospitals that had treated patients in the early days of the
outbreak.
The WHO experts started

their day with the first faceto-face meeting with their Chinese counterparts to whom
they were in touch with during the last 14 days of quarantine through video conference.
WHO said that the team
requested “detailed underlying data” and planned to
speak with early responders
and some of the first Covid19 patients.
It also planned to visit markets such as the Huanan Seafood Market linked to many
of the first cases, the Wuhan
Institute of Virology, and
laboratories at facilities such

as the Wuhan Centre for Disease Control.
Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Zhao Lijian told
a news conference in Beijing
that the WHO and Chinese experts are working together to
trace the origin of the virus.
The first clusters of
Covid-19 were detected in
Wuhan in late 2019. China has
since reported more than
89,000 cases and 4,600 deaths,
with new cases largely concentrated in its north-east,
where local lockdowns and
travel restrictions were being
imposed to contain the outbreaks.

has been stepped up in the financial capital. After the blast,
there is also a high alert in
Uttar Pradesh.
In the meanwhile Jaish-UlHind has claimed responsibility for the blast near Israel
Embassy. According to a TV
report, central probe agencies
have recovered a chat on social media wherein the terror
outfit can be seen taking pride
over the attack.
In another development a
suspicious looking bag was
found near the police
commissioner ’s office in
Ahmednagar in Western
Maharashtra on Saturday morning. It was taken over by police
and further investigation is on.

PM reaffirms the
importance of
smooth functioning
of Parliament
PIB
New Delhi, Jan 30:
Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modi addressed the All-Party
Meeting on Budget Session of
Parliament on 30th January, 2021.
Prime Minister paid tributes
to Mahatma Gandhi on his Punya
Tithi and said that we must strive
towards fulfilling his dreams. He
also condemned the desecration
of Mahatma Gandhi’s statue in
USA this morning, saying that
such an atmosphere of hate is
not welcome for our planet.
Prime Minister assured that
the government is approaching
the issue of farm laws with an
open mind. He said that the
government’s stand is the same
as it was on 22nd January, and
the proposal given by the Agriculture Minister still stands. He
reiterated that the Agriculture
Minister is just a phone call away
for taking forward the talks.
On references made by the
leaders on the unfortunate incident on 26th January, Prime Minister said that the law will take its
own course.
Prime Minister said that the
government is open to detailed
discussion on issues raised by
the leaders in the meeting. He
reaffirmed the importance of
smooth functioning of Parliament
and comprehensive debates on
the Floor of the House. He added
that frequent disruptions mean
smaller parties suffer as they can’t
express themselves adequately.
He said that it is for the bigger
parties to ensure that Parliament
functions smoothly, there are no
disruptions and thus, the smaller
parties are able to voice their
views in Parliament.
Prime Minister highlighted
the role India can play to further
global good in many sectors. He
referred to the skills and prowess of our people, which can be a
force multiplier for global prosperity.

India has strongly condemned the vandalisation of
Mahatma Gandhi’s statue in
Davis, California, USA. The
Ministry of External Affairs
termed it as a malicious and
despicable act against a universally respected icon of
peace and justice.
The Embassy of India in
Washington D.C. has taken up
the matter with the U.S. Department of State for a thorough
investigation into the incident
and appropriate action against
those responsible for this despicable act.
The Consulate General of
India in San Francisco has
separately taken up the matter
with the City of Davis and local law enforcement authorities, which have initiated the
investigations.
The Mayor of Davis
deeply regretted the incident

and informed that they have
initiated an investigation. Local Indian community
organisations have condemned the act of vandalism.
The US Department of
State has conveyed that this
act of vandalism is unacceptable and expressed the hope
that perpetrators will be

brought to justice as quickly
as possible.
On Thursday, the statue of
Mahatma Gandhi at the Central Park in the City of Davis,
California was vandalised by
unknown persons. The statue
was a gift to the City of Davis
by the Government of India in
2016.

Over 35 lakh frontline health workers
administered Covid-19 vaccines in country so far
Agency
New Delhi, Jan 30:
More than 35 lakh frontline
health workers have been administered Covid-19 vaccines
in the country so far. The
Health and Family Welfare
Ministry has informed that a
total number of five lakh 71
thousand 974 people have
been inoculated with Covid-19
doses in the last 24 hours.
Uttar Pradesh stands at
top in the vaccination drive
with over four lakh 63 thousand jabs followed by

Rajasthan,
Karnataka,
Maharashtra and Madhya
Pradesh.
Meanwhile, the country’s
COVID-19 recovery rate
reached 96.98 per cent with the
total recovery of more than 14
thousand eight hundred patients within 24 hours.
The Ministry said, more
than one crore four lakh patients have already been recovered from this disease. Active
cases of Covid-19 are on a continuous declining trajectory in
the country.
According to the Health

and Family Welfare Ministry,
there are one lakh 69 thousand
824 active cases in the country which comprises only 1.58
per cent of the total positive
cases.
A total number of 13 thousand 83 new cases have been
reported in the country in the
past 24 hours taking the cumulative positive cases to over
one crore seven lakh.
The Health Ministry said,
137 deaths have been reported
within 24 hours taking the toll
to over one lakh 54 thousand
across the country.
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