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Left Peasant unions in Manipur decided to
launch against recent Farm Laws , appeals
to the people to support the movement
IT News
Imphal, Jan 3:
Left wing Peasant unions in
Manipur viz. Manipur Loumee
Marup (MLM - affiliated to
AIKS), Manipur Loumee Lup
(MLL- affiliated to AIKS , Ajay
Bhavan), Samyukta Kisan
Sabha(SKS), All India
Agragami Kisan Samitee (
AIAKS) with North East
Forum of International
Solidarity (NEFIS) have jointly
organised a One Day Hunger
Strike Against the Farm Laws
,which were passed by the
Indian Parliament in September
2020, at Irawat Bhawan, BT
Road, Imphal today.
Addressing the hunger strike
Comrade Haobijam Ibobi,
Secretary MLL said that the
Farm Laws passed by the BJP
led NDA Government in
September 2020 wasn’t in
favour of the Indian peasants.
He further said that the Central
Government is committed to
serve their masters, the
corporate world to get huge
electoral bonds from them to
purchase the electorates during
the coming elections in the
country.
Sarat Salam, former Secretary
of MLM, narrating the
movement of the Indian farmers
and peasants since August
said that the Indian farmers are
united irrespective of their
caste, creed and communities .
He mentioned that more than
11
thousand
peasants
committed suicide during the
year 2019. Recently a young
farmers in Madhya Pradesh
committed suicide because he
couldn’t clear electricity bill,
his floor mill and motor cycle
was confiscated. A suicide
note addressed to the Prime
Minister Modi was found. The
note requested the Prime
Minister to sell his organs so
that to clear the debts. Sarat
protesting strongly the laws

and attitudes of the
government appeals to the
people to actively support and
participate the farmers movement
to repeal the hated laws.
Khumukcham Chinglen , leader
of NEFIS, expressed that the
farm laws are not only against
farmers it is against the entire
people of this country . Now ,
India is in 104th rank of the
World Hunger list. He told the
hunger strike is a symbolic
support to the struggling
farmers of the country.
The One Day Hunger Strike
was also addressed by CPI
Secretary L Sotinkumar, CPI
(M) Secretary Kshetrimayum
Santa, MLM President
Yumlembam Jogendra , SKS
leader N Ratan and AIAKS
leader M Nabakishore .
During the protest the left wing
parties demanded to Convene
a special Parliament session to
repeal the farm laws. Other
demands includes to make
minimum support price (MSP)
and state procurement of crops
a legal right; Assurances that
conventional procurement
system
will
remain;
Implement Swaminathan Panel
Report and peg MSP at least
50% more than weighted

average cost of production;
Cut diesel prices for agricultural
use by 50%.; Repeal of
Commission on Air Quality
Management in NCR and the
adjoining Ordinance 2020 and
removal of punishment and fine
for stubble burning.
The organizations also
demanded immediate release of
the farmers arrested for burning

paddy stubble in Punjab.
It protest today also
demanded abolishing the
Electricity Ordinance 2020
and to urged center to not to
not interfere in state
subjects, decentralization in
practice.
It also urged for withdrawal
of all cases against and
release of farmer leaders.
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Efforts to control fire at
Dzuko continues
IT News
Imphal, January 3:
Efforts to extinguish wildfire
in the hill ranges of Dzuko in
Senapati District continued for
the fourth day today. Another
combined team consisting 59
personnel of National
Disaster Response Force
(NDRF), 35 personnel of State
Disaster Response Force
(SDRF), 32 personnel of
Manipur Fire Service and
Manipur Police personnel
made another attempt to
prevent spread of fire in the
southern side of Mount Iso
(Tenipu) range. Two Indian Air
Force Mi-17 V5 helicopters
were also deployed to spray
water. Till 1 pm, the two
helicopters had completed
eight sorties together. Later in
the afternoon, it was reported
that one more helicopter was
pressed into action. Another
helicopter is expected to join
the operation later.
Meanwhile, Public Health
Engineering Minister Losii
Dikho, who is currently
camping at Mao to supervise
the operation, chaired another
round of joint meeting with the
representatives of Senapati

District Administration, Police,
NDRF, SDRF and Fire Service,
to review the situation today.
During the meeting, it was
decided that a base camp
would be set up at the eastern
side of Mount Iso range. Tents
for the base camp will be
provided by the Deputy
Commissioner of Senapati
District and it will be
transported using the vehicles
of District Police.
It was reported on January 1,
2021 that after a thorough
analysis of the nature of the
wildfire and the landscape of
the region, a combined team
of Senapati District Police, Fire
Service and local volunteers
cleared a stretch of around a
half kilometre of forest
vegetation in between the
third and the second
mountain of Mount Iso range.
The team successfully
prevented spread of the fire
towards the eastern side by
using sand and fire
extinguisher. However, the
inferno still continued on the
southern and western side
and approximately more than
200 acres of Mount Iso range
had already been reduced to
cinders.

It may be mentioned that the
unfortunate wildfire started on
December 29, 2020. The next
day, a team of officials of Mao
police, Forest Department and
local volunteers from Mao
areas numbering around 130
went for spot verification and
also to prevent spread of the
fire. However, it was hard to
extinguish the fire as it was
spreading fast in the dry small
bamboo bushes due to the
speedy wind.
In the early morning of
December 31, 2020, a team of
Manipur Police led by three
Additional SPs along with
Fire Service officials led by
Joint Director and local
volunteers numbering around
150 under the overall
supervision of Senapati SP
went to the spot to stop its
further spread. The team
faced difficulties to prevent
spread of fire due to steep
slope and speedy wind.
It may be mentioned that
Chief Minister N. Biren Singh
along with Chief Secretary Dr.
Rajesh Kumar and DGP L.M.
Khaute had also undertaken
an aerial survey of the area to
take stock of the situation on
December 31, 2020.

Minister Biswajit chairs meeting
on highway alignment
IT News
Imphal, Jan 3:

IT News
Imphal, Jan 3:
With a view to resume new
normalcy in the aftermath if the
COVID-19 Pandemic , shop
runners and residents of Ngari
Galli area in Thangal Bazar here
in Imphal today form an
organization by the name
Ngari Gaalli Shop cum
Residential Development

Apunba Lup in a simple
function held at Ngari Galli
area. The commencement
function of the organization
was attended by MLA
Khumukcham Joykishan as
the Chief Guest while Okram
Priyobara Singh presided over
the function. SP of Imphal
West Police K. Meghachandra
Singh attended as Guest of
honour.

Works Minister Thongam
Biswajit Singh chaired a meeting
in connection with alignment for
National
Highway-137A
(Waheng Leikai to Kakching
Lamkhai and National Highway102A(Shangshak to Tengnoupal).
The meeting was held at the
conference hall of the Minister’s
office chamber at New Secretariat,
Imphal on Saturday evening.
Seeking cooperation and support
of all concerned to ensure swift
and timely completion of the
projects, Biswajit also said that

the project will be taken up at the
earliest.
The meeting was also attended
by concerned MLAs including
Agriculture, Tourism and Veterinary
Minister who is also Wangoi AC
MLAShriO LukhoiSingh, HillArea
Committee Chairman and
Phungyar AC MLA K. Leishiyo,

Deputy Speaker, Manipur
Legislative Assembly who is also
Mayang Imphal AC MLA K
Robindro Singh, Hiyanglam AC
MLAY Radheshyam, Tengnoupal
AC MLA D Korungthang,
additional chief secretary (Works),
additional chief engineer-III, PWD,
Manipur among others.

Tibetan cause gets space at Guwahati Book Fair
By Nava Thakuria
Guwahati, Jan 3:
The prestigious 33rd
Guwahati Book
Fair,
inaugurated on 30 December
at the playground of Assam
Engineering Institute in
Chandmari locality of the city,
has given space to the
Tibetan cause. A stall
showcasing the Tibetan
culture and the ongoing
freedom movement led by
exile Tibetans against the
Communist Chinese regime in
Beijing emerges as a new
experience to the visitors.
Opened by Tibetan support
group leader RK Khrimey and
managed
by
Buddha
enthusiast Soumyadeep Datta
the stall depicts various
pictorial documents to
establish that Tibet was the
real neighbour to India (not the
China). Moreover the
intervention of Beijing
administration over the

Tibetan resources has been
projected as a threat to the
environment of Brahmaputra
valley and millions of residents
in Arunachal Pradesh, Assam
and also in northern
Bangladesh.
Meanwhile, thousands of
book lovers continue to
throng at the book fair every
day which will continue till 10
January. Organized by the
State-run Publication Board
Assam the book fair
witnesses the participation of
over 125 stalls. Entry to the
book fair is made free to
encourage
more
participations of bookworm. A
number
of
literary
discussions, book release
functions and spectacular
cultural evenings have made
the ambience enthralling.
Among various new books,
two important translation
works related to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
received well deserved

responses from the visitors at
Guwahati Granthamela. The
Assamese version of Modi’s
popular letters to his mother
titled ‘Aailoi Chithi’ along with
the translations of PM’s
weekly radio program titled
‘Mon Ki Baat’ as ‘Mor Priya
Deshbasi’ drew the attentions
of book lovers. A stall
dedicated to the Bangladesh
literature also added colours
to the book fair.

Postponed two times because
of political unrests in 2019
and the Covid-19 pandemic in
early 2020, the was formally
inaugurated by Assam chief
minister ’s media adviser
Hrishikesh Goswami in
presence of Tathagata Roy,
the noted intellectual and
former
Governor
of
Tripura,Meghalaya
&
Arunachal Pradesh, Yeshe
Dorjee Thongshi, a renowned

litterateur in northeast India
along with other dignitaries to
bring desired reliefs to
publishers and delights to
bookworms.
“Books are oasis of the desert
as they nurture the intellectual
and creative faculties of the
human beings. Relentless
initiatives should continue to
popularize the reading habit
among the children and young
people,” said Goswami, who

represented CM Sarbananda
Sonowal in the function. He
also conferred the publication
board’s lifetime achievement
award for 2019 carrying a
citation, corsets, two lakh
rupees check, etc on eminent
Assamese
scholar
Dr
Thaneswar Sarma.
Roy, a resident of West
Bengal, in his speech termed
Assamese as a sweet
language and expressed hope
that the bonhomie between
Assamese and Bengali
people would continue in
future too. Familiar with the
Assamese society, the
outspoken author observed
that the National Education
Policy 2020 should immensely
help in highlighting the
regional languages and their
literature.
Sahitya Academy awardee
Thongshi, who is a resident
of Arunachal Pradesh but very
popular among Assamese
literary society, described

various challenges surfaced
due to the corona virus
pandemic. He however opined
that the rapid increase of
readers around the world was
a positive news for the human
race. Thongshi expressed
happiness that a collection of
literary pieces penned by
another Arunachali litterateur
Lumber Dai was also released
in fair.
After the months of Covid-19
induced national lockdown,
the book fair emerges as an
important public function in
the city, said the publication
b oar d s ecr et ary Pra mod
Ka lit a adding that As om
P rakas han
P ar isa d
continued its activities even
facing challenges because
the pandemic. He informed
that the publication board
r ep rint ed 41 im por tant
books and published 31 new
ones within this year for the
b enefit of commit te d
readers.
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Three months of Provisional INA Government in Manipur and
contributions of local population
Pre War Situation of Manipur:
On Sunday 10th May 1942, Imphal
was bombed by Japanese aircraft
and Manipur became involved in
Wor ld War-II. The second
bombing was on Saturday the 16th
of May 1942. In 1942, the Japanese
Army had dr iven t he British,
Indian, and Chinese troops out of
Burma. British and Indian troops
had occupied Imphal. However,
the Japanese dropped the idea of
further advance due to difficult
terrain and supply considerations.
The Japanese comm ander in
Burma, Lieutenant General Shojiro
Iida, felt that it would be unwise
to continue the advance, right into
India even after the rains. Thus
further advance was paused. Let
us examine the situ ation in
Manipur post the aerial bombing
The re we re cha os and a
pandemonium nearing anarchy.
The panic-stricken population
started fleeing from the capital to
remote areas. Even, the State
Durbar (Assembly) shifted to
Kwakeithel. All these resulted in
an uncontrolle d price rise.
Essential items were brought from
Silchar mostly on foot. Besides, 2
lakh refugees fled the Japanese
occupation of Burma. The Allies,
esp ecially the British began
concentrating troops in Imphal,
basically to use it as a forward
base for the battles in Burma, to
give a battle against the Japanese
onslaught, or even use it as a
launching
pad
for
a
counteroffens ive. Thus the
depopulation of Imphal was liked
by the British. General Slim also
eventually quartered in Imphal.
Being a princely state, no political
activities were allowed in Manipur.
Even the Congress party was not
allowed to function and Gandhiji
was prevented from enter ing
Manipur. Nikhil Hindu Manipuri
Mahasabha was the only
proactive
political
party
functioning at that time.
The Arrival of the Indian
National Army & Activities of
Nikhil Manipuri Mahasabha
Netaji sought the assistance of the
people of Manipur. He sent a
message asking the people of
Manipur to help the INA and
Japanese Army who had crossed
into Manipur. This message from
INA camp at Chamol was brought
by a person named Lungdim and
handed over to Dr. Gulapchan
Singh, who was the then medical
officer at Sugnu. It was then given
to ThokchomAngou Singh of
Singjamei, Imphal of Nikhil Hindu
Manipuri Mahasabha. They had
similar ideas for independence and
welcomed the appeal of Netaji.
Accordingly, two members of the
Mahasabha, LaishramJogeshor
Singh, and HawaibamRanbir Singh
went to Jiribam and organized a
meeting in the house of
MeitramKanglenjao. A resolution
was passed for receiving the INA
and Japanese as liberators on the
condition that Manipur is
declared independent from the
British and be recognized as a
liberated part of t he Ind ian
subcontinent. Accordingly, one
member, K. Kunjabihari Singh was
tasked to establish secret contact
with Jap anese monks in the
Mahabali forest, right in the heart
of Imphal. Eventually, s ome
leaders of Mahasabha and the
PrajaSammelani (a newly floated
party led by Irabot) joined INA on
their arrival in Manipur. These
included ThokchomAngou Singh,
Pot sangbamToma l
Singh,

Lia shram Kanhai
Singh,
LongjamBijoy Singh, KiyamGopal
Singh, Mairembam Koireng Singh,
HemamNilamani
Singh,
LaiphrakpamSanamba Singh, and
LaishramGuna Singh. Most of
them led a unique lifestyle wearing
khadi dresses etc.
In mid-1942, L. Jogeshor Singh was
arr ested
for
transmitting
information about Kumbhirgram
airport to the Ja panese.
Meanwhile, the State Police began
rounding up the members of the
Nikhil
H indu
Manip uri
Mahasabha. Many fled to Burma
and joined the INA. Eventually, all
those Manipuris who fled to Burma
accompanied the INA back to
Manipur. The local INA members
and sym pathizers wer e under
surveillance by the military. Many
were arrested and lodged in the
Langthabal Military jail which
vir tually tu rned
into an
interrogation center. The inmates
were
brutally
tortur ed.
MaisnamGopal Singh of Lamshang
and Angou Singh of Lamlong
(Khurai) were inhumanely tortured
and rele ased w hen they w ere
about to die and died soon after
their release.
The Aim, Planning, and
Preparations for Attack on
Imphal
When Japan joined the war, there
was no plan to extend it to Indian
soil. But seeing the momentum of
success and inability of the Allies
to check the Japanese onslaught
and also based on the intelligence
reports that the British forces in
Manipur and Chittagong were
unp repar ed, J apan started
considering the capture of these
two towns. It was appreciated that
the capture of Imphal would rob
the British of a suitable base for a
counteroffensive in Burma, which
was already with Japan. It resulted
in the aerial attack on Imphal on
10 May 1942, as already brought
out above. But this was not
followed up because of Japanese
inhibitions of stretching too far
especially the logistic system.
Meanwhile, the Allies exploited the
Japanese indecisiveness. They
prepared and stre ngthe ned
operation and logistic capability
to hold Imphal and also support
the operations in Burma. During
1942-43, the Allies improved the
lines of communication to Assam.
Many log istica lly import ant
airstrips were laid in Manipur and
its neighbouring areas. ImphalKohima-Dimapur road was
sub stant ially improved, the
rudimentary Silchar-Imphal road
was also repaired and a road from
Imp hal to Tid dim was a lso
constructed. The United States
Army, with Indian labourers, also
constructed several airbases in
Ass am for flying su pplies to
China. This air rou te, which
crossed several mountain ranges,
was known as the Hump. The
Americans
also
be gan
constructing the Ledo road, to
connect Assam with China.
In July 1943, NetajiSubhash
Cha ndra B ose a rrived in
Singapore. Netaji passionately
insisted on the capture of Imphal
or C hittagong or b oth, at the
earliest, when the Allied forces
were least expecting it. Netaji
appreciated capture of these could
trigger an Indian revolution. He
planned that once Imphal is
liberated, he would install on the
Indian soil an effective Provisional
Government of Azad Hind. This
would bring more Indians to join
the anti-British revolt. On 21st
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October 1943, the Provisional
Government of the Azada Hind
was formed under NetajiSubhash
Chandra Bose. On 23rd October,
Netaji declared war on Britain and
the USA.
The above insistence of Netaji,
along with the fact that the Allies
could anytime be launching a
counteroffensive into Burma,
prompted the Japanese Military
Strategist to decide on a preemptive offensive on India both
trigger an Indian revolution and
als o
blu nt
a
Brit ish
counteroffens ive.
Further
Japanese 15th Army Commander,
Lt General Mutaguchi, felt that the
cap ture of Imphal could be
exploited by advancing to the
Brahmaputra River valley which
will cut the Allied supply lines to
their front in northern Burma and
China.
Netaji also discussed the nuances
of coope ration between the
Japanese and the INA forces with
General Kawabe, Commander-inChief of the Burma Area Army. He
insisted that both should enjoy
equal status in all respects. They
also agreed that the territories
liberated on the Indian soil must
be handed over to Major-General
AC Chat terje e, Governordesignate of the liberated areas.
Unfortunately, the Japanese High
Command at Tokyo took a too
long time to make a final decision.
This delay gave more time to the
British forces to prepare. The
Japanese decision taken on 12th
August 1943, was revealed to
Netaji only on 26th Augu st.
Further, the order for the offensive
on Imphal was issued only on
10th January 1944 from Tokyo.
The commenceme nt of the
operations was further delayed
due to late in the arrival of the 15
Japanese Division from Siam.
Ultimately on 10th February
General Kawabe issued the final
ord ers to the 15th Army
commanded by Lt. G en.
Mutaguchi with a rider that the
campaign be completed within a
month b ecaus e thereafter
monsoon was to commence.
Meanwhile, the Allies were also
preparing for going on the
offensive themselves in early
1944. The Indian 15 Corps was
advancing in the coastal Arakan
Province, while the British 4
Corps had deployed two Indian
infantry divisions almost to the
Chindwin River at Tamu and
Tiddim. These two divisions were
widely separated and vulnerable
to being isolated.
The Imphal offensive, Operation
‘U -Go’, as it was called, was to
be launched in March 1944. It was
an infantry-based operation but
Moltke’s theory of operational art
was applied. The basic concept
of operation was two divisionsize forces advance from East and
Sou thern axes while one
divisional size force goes further
north and cuts of the British main
artery of Imphal-Dimapur line of
communication at Kohima and
exploit up to Dimapur railhead.
This main attack w as to be
preceded by a diversionary attack
in the Arakan, codenamed ‘HaGo’, in the first week of February.
This was to draw in the Allied
reserves from Assam and also
create the impression that the
Jap anese intended t o att ack
Bengal throug h Chittagong.
Allocation force and task are as
given below:1. 33rd Infantry Division under
Lt General Yanagida to attack
Imphal from the South.

2. 15th Infantry Division under
Lieutenant-General Yamauchi
attack Imphal from the North.
3. Yamamoto Force, formed from
units detached from the 33rd and
15th Divisions unde r M ajorGeneral Yamamoto, supported by
tanks and heavy artillery, attack
Imphal from the East.
4. A
s eparate
su bsidiary
operation, the 31st Infantry
Division under Lieutenant-General
Sato to isolate Imphal by capturing
Kohima, exploit to the Allied
supply base at Dimapur railhead.
Jap anese gene rals had s ome
reservations about the battleworthiness of the INA forces. But
they finally agreed to the
participation of INA in these
operations as Netaji insisted that
the battles of Imphal and Kohima
would represent the crucial battles
for the liberation of India and
therefore that, not only the INA
should spearhead the attack, but
the first drop of bloodshed should
be that of an INA soldier.
Altogether some 8 ,800 INA
combatants took par t in the
offensive. The INA formations
which particip ated are given
below:1.
1st INA Division
(Gandhi Brigade) under Maj.
General Md. ZamanKiyani
along Tamu-Pallel axis
2.
2nd INA Division
(Subhas Brigade) under Maj.
General Shah Nawaz Khan
along Ukhrul.
3.
Special Task Force
(Intelligence Group)
commanded by Colonel S.A.
Malik along Tiddim-Moirang
4.
The Azad Brigade
commanded by Colonel
Gulzara Singh, at Tamu-Pallel
sector.
British Forces
The14th Army under Lieutenant
General Slim was overall
responsible for the Burma
campaign. 4 Corps,
commanded by Lieutenant
General GeoffryScoones was
at Imphal. Disposition of
formations are given below:1.
20t h Ind ian Infantry
Division under Major-General
Gracey was at Tamu.
2.
17t h Ind ian Infantry
Division under Major-General
‘Punch’ Cowan was at Tiddim,
the division had two brigades
only.
3.
23r d Ind ian Infantry
Division under Major-General
Roberts in reserve was in and
around Imphal.
4.
50th Indian Parachute
Brigade u nder Brigad ier
Maxwell Hope-Thompson was
north of Imphal, undergoing
jungle training.
5.
254 th Ind ian Tank
Brigade under Brigadier R. L.
Scoones was in and around
Imphal.
Initial Battles
The Indo-Japanese troops crossed
the River Chindwin on 8 March.
But Scoones gave his forward
divisions orders to withdraw to
Imphal only on 13 March. The 15th
Japanese Division of Lt. General
Yamauchi moved towards Tamu
and Ukhrul in two columns and
captured Ukhrul. They advanced
towards the Imphal-Dimapur road
for their onward attack on Imphal
from the northwest. 20th Indian
Division at Tamu fell back to Pallel
without difficulty because two
battalions of Yamamoto Force were
delayed in northern Burma. The 1st
INA Division under Major General

M.Z. Kiyani also joined the Imphal
cam paign and fought with the
Yammoto force at the Pallel sector.
Simultaneously, the 31st Japanese
Division commanded by Lt. General
Sato advanced to Kohima through
Homalin and Jessami. Meanwhile,
Major General Shah Nawaz Khan’s
2nd INA Division reached Ukhrul.
Lt. General Ya nagida’s 3 3rd
Division moved from the South
along Tiddim Road. The IndoJapanese columns advanced very
fast with heavy guns and tanks.
17th British Division could not
resist. On the Japanese left flank,
the INA’s Subhas Brigade, led by
Shah Nawaz Khan, reached the edge
of the Chin Hills below Tiddim and
Fort White at the end of March.
From this position, the 2nd
Battalion of INA sent troops to
relieve Japanese forces at Falam
and Hakha, from where they sent
out patrols and laid ambushes for
the Chin guerrillas operating under
the Brit ish and took s ome
prisoners. During the early part of
the offensive, the Bahadur Group
was successful in inducing British
Indian soldiers to desert. A force
under Khan’s Adjutant, Mahboob
“Boobie” Ahmed, attacked and
captured the hilltop fortress of
KlangKlang. The 3rd Battalion of
INA meanwhile moved to the Fort
White-Tongzang area. The Allied
forces retreated vacating the entire
area right up to Potshangbam due
to the pressure of the advancing
Indo-Japanese columns. On 11
April 1944, the British withdrew to
Phubala and Ningthoukhong as the
17th British Division occupied
defences at general area Bishnupur.
On 13 April, when the British
vacated from their positions at
Moirang to Potsangbam, there was
jubilation among the local people
of Moirang as they knew that INA
forces will be arriving soon. Some
leaders including M. Koireng Singh
spent a sleepless night on the 13
Apr il,
hiding
under
the
MoirangLamkhai Br idge and
watching out eagerly the British
17th Division ret reating from
Tronglaobi. The following day, the
Indo and Japanese forces reached
Tronglaobi and occu pied the
British camp. L. Sanaba Singh, M.
Koireng Singh, and K. Kangken
Singh went to Trong laobi and
welcomed the INA forces and
invited them for the formal flaghoisting on the mainland Indian soil
on the 1 4th April 1944 at
MoirangKangla (the ancient seat of
power).
Liberation and Tri-Color
Hoisting
On 14 April 1944, on the auspicious
‘Chairoaba’ day( local year ending
ceremony), INA troops led by
Colonel S.A. Mallick, along with
Captain Ito of the Japanese 33rd
Mountain Gun Regiment arrived at
Moirang. In a brief ceremony, the
national tri-colour flag of INA with
the ‘Springing Tiger’ as emblem was
hoisted in the evening, on the same
day at the historic MoirangKangla.
This is the first time that the tricolour was ceremonially hoisted on
the mainland of India. More than
half of t he pr esent Manip ur,
measuring nearly 10000 square
kilometers of India, for the first time,
became a liberated area. This
liberated area consisted of up to
Pallel in the south-east: Kameng,
Sekmai,
Kangpokpi,
and
Kanglatongbi in the northeast;
Torbung and Moirang in the southwest; Bishnupur and Irengbam/
Lokpaching(Red Hill) in the heart
of the valley. Only a small portion
of the Impha l Valley and
Tamenglong could not be liberated.
This vast area was under the control
of the INA for nearly 3 months, till
the INA withdrew on 15 July 1944.
After the flag hoisting ceremony,

the local people presented the
arm s
and
ammunitions,
abandoned by the British which
has been collected by them, to the
INA force commander. This was a
very proud and happy moment for
INA, its Supreme Commander
NetajiSubhas Chandra Bose, and
the people of Manipur.
Colonel Mallick addressed the
gathering on the occasion. The
gist of Colonel Mallick’s address
is: The Provisional Government of
Azad Hind had declared war on
England and Amer ica with a
commitme nt to comp lete the
creation of Greater East Asia and
bring welfare to the people of
Ind ia by defeating Ang loAmerica n forces. The Indian
National Army with the support
of the Japanese Government has
now entered into the sacred soil
of India’s mainland. In the course
of its struggle for the liberation
of the people of India from British
slavery, we have now reached
Moirang, the ancient citadel of
the Manipur kingdom. Our
commitment is to march to Delhi
and unfurl the Tri-Colour flag
there at LalKilla. Many had died
on our way to reach here and many
would die on our way to Delhi.
However, the expulsion of the
enemy from the sacred soil of
India is a must for us. We shall
fight. We appeal to the brave and
patriotic people of Manipur to
support and provide supplies.
Nothing about us should be told
to the enemy; everything about
the enemy must be informed to
us. This is how pe ople can
contribute to our single-minded
mission of expelling the Imperialist
forces from India. Freedom of
India is very near; near at hand;
we shall win. There would be
progress and prosperity for the
people of India after it. So give us
your helping hands in our
collective efforts of freeing India
free from slavery.
Finally, Colonel S.A. Malik’s
Bahadur Group (Special Task
Force-Intelligence) of the INA,
fighting with the 214 Japanese
Regiment of the 33rd Division,
established its Headquarters at
Moirang on 14 April 1944. Thus
Moirang was the seat of the
Provisional Government of Azad
Hind Fauz from where it
administered all these liberated
areas of Manipur which was
nearly 10000 sq km for all these
thr ee months. The p eople of
Manipur extended full support
and coop eration to the INA,
supplying ration, donations, and
other materials.
Many Manipuris joined the INA
and
post-indep endence,
approximately 200 such persons
of Manipur were awarded freedom
fig hter
pension
by
the
Government. 17 important INA
freedom-fighters of Manipur,
including tw o wom en, are
Mairemb am Koireng Singh,
HemamNilamani
Singh,
KiyamGopal
Singh,
LaiphrakpamS anaba Singh,
Pot sangbamToma l
Singh,
Thokchom Angou
Singh,
SarungbamIbohal Singh, Imphal,
MutumAmub a
Singh,
Laishram Irabot
Singh,
K h u m b o n g m a yu m J u g e s h o r
Singh, LaishramKanhai Singh, L.
Bijoy Singh, I Tombi Singh, W.
Gyaneshwa r
Singh,
MoirangthemJa tra S ingh, M.
Randhoni Devi and O. Keina Devi.
The last two joined the Jhansi
Rani Regiment. The ot her
members were attached to the
intelligence group of the INA.
They not only help in gathering
intelligence but organizing the
much-needed su pply and
cas ualty evacuation. They
(Contd. on Page 3..)
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Three months of Provisional INA Government in Manipur......................
organiz ed a human chain
sup ply system for IndoJapanese forces fighting at
Potsangbam and Bishenpur.
Els ewher e the
loc als
arr anged rice and ot her
provisions.
So Near Yet So Far:
Stalemate
The Allies took up defences
in the foothills surrounding
Imp hal valley. By the
beginning of April, the
mom entum of the IndoJapanese forces was high,
attacking Imphal from three
dir ections. Im phal and
adjacent areas becam e a
battleg round. The attack
from the South, aimed at
cap turing
Bishenp ur,
succeeded in cutting off the
old
Cachar
Road.
Considering the precarious
situation, the British had
earlier strengthen the 17th
Division in Bishenpur and
surrounding areas with 23rd
Division and also part of the
20th Division. A column of
Ind o-Japanes e
for ces
advanced through the hills
to the west of Bishenpur.
Due to lack of supply, they
halted
at
MaibamLokpaChing or The
Red Hill, a hillock located on
the out skirt s of Imphal,
North of Bishnupur, barely
10 km from the airport on the
Tiddim Road only 10 miles.
They succeeded in cutting
off the British but suffered
heavy cas ualties due to
British artillery fire. The main
Ind o-Japanese advance
along Tiddim-Imphal road
was halted in Potsangbam, 2
miles south of Bishenpur, as
troops of the 17th Indian
Division had recouped and
rejoined
the
battle.
Meanwhile Yanagida, the
Jap anese
divis ion
commander was relieved of
command at the end of the
month as he was too
cautious. The battles in and
around the Bishnup ur-

Moirang sector and old
Cachar road were one of the
fiercest and continued from
March till their retreat in July
1944.
In the East, the opening of
the only metalled ImphalTamu road was vital for the
attacking forces to allow
tanks and heavy artillery to
reach for the main battle of
Imphal. On 4 April, Yamamoto
Force attacked 20th Division
at Shenam saddle, a few
miles north of the saddle was
Palel airfield, one of the only
two all-weather airfields in
the plain. From 8 to 22 April,
there was heavy fighting for
five peaks that dominated the
road.
The
Japanese
breakthrough was lost to the
Allies’ counter-attacks.
Casualties were heavy on
both sides. Having failed to
cut off the enemy, Yamamoto
sent a major raiding force
North to raid Palel airfield.
The INA’s Gandhi Brigade or
2nd Guerrilla Regiment, of
two battalions led by
InayatKiyani, took part in
this attack. On 28 April, they
attacked Palel. They tried to
ind uce
some
Ind ian
defenders to surrender, but
the defenders rallied after
initial hesitation. Another
INA grou p car ried out
demolitions around Palel but
withdrew after they could
not link with Japanese units.
The Gandhi Brigade was
short of rat ions, having
brought forward only one
day’s supplies, and lost 250
soldiers mainly due to
artillery fire after they pulled
back from Palel.
In the North, the Japanese
15th Division cut off Imphal.
They captured the British
sup ply
dump
at
Kanglatongbi w hich had
been empt ied. They also
captured Nungshigum Ridge
which overlooked the
Koirengai airstrip at Imphal.
This was a major threat to the
4 Corps. On 13 April, the 5th

Ind ian Divis ion count erattacked , supp orted by
massive air support, massed
artillery, and the M3 Lee
tanks of B Squadron of the
3rd Carabiniers.
The
attackers also lost heavily,
every office r of the
Carabiniers and the attacking
infantry ie 1st Bn, the 17th
Dogra Regiment were killed
or wounded.
Thus, Imphal was invested
by the Indo-Japanese from
three sides, cutting off all the
three lines of communication
and a fall of Imphal was
expected any time. It was not
generally known in India that
around that time that Netaji
had coine d the immor tal
slogan of ‘J ai Hind’ and
‘Delhi Chalo’ due to British
propaganda, disinformation,
and cens orship. In a
broadcast over the Az ad
Hind Radio on 6th July 1944,
Netaji addressed: “Father of
our Nation! In this holy war
of India’s liberation, we ask
for your blessings and good
wishes.”
Stalemate
In May, ther e was a
stalemate, all attacks by the
Indo-Japanese forces had
cea sed. Allies’ count erattacks were successfully
blocked by the Indo–
Japanese forces. But the
Allies had complete air
superiority as the Japanese
air force was diverted to
operations in the Pacific. The
las t major e ffort by the
Japanese Army Air Force had
been over the Arakan in
February and March.
Unfortunately, that year there
was an early monsoon. By
mid-May, the Indo -Japanese
forces were in great difficulty
due to a shortage of
ammunition,
rations,
medicine, and other essential
supply. Malaria was rampant.
The Indo-Japanese forces
also lacked air support. On
the other hand, the British

were reasonably comfortable
with their logistics. They
received
fr esh
reinforcements.
With
complete air supe riority,
powerful tanks, and heavy
artillery they blunted any
offensive action by the
Indo-Japanese forces. The
Jap anese 31st Divis ion
which ha d so valiantly
fought at Kohima could no
longer sustain. They started
retreating by the night of
30th May. Shah Nawaz
Khan’s No.2 INA Division
which was rus hed from
Arakans to Ukhrul Sector
could not influence much.
Khan met Sato near Sangsak
and was advised to fall back.
Even while retreating, they
were harassed by the enemy
throughout. The bloodiest
battle of t his sector w as
fought at Sangsak.
In the Palle l too, the
Yamamoto force lost most of
its forces in the Tengnoupal
area and could not take full
advantage of the surprise
attack upon Pallel airfield by
Major General M.Z. Kiyani’s
No. 1, INA Division. They
could not proceed beyond
Pallel.
The Final Attempt
The Indo-Japanese forces
made a last attempt in Jun
1944 as they were still not
p re par ed t o c all off the
campaign, even in the light
of all those reverses. Major
General Tanaka took over
the 33rd Japanese Division
from Lt. General Yanagida in
June 1944. He immediately
started preparing for a fresh
attack on Imphal by using
all available resources and
issued a Special Order on
the 2nd June 1944 in the
name of t he J a panes e
E mperor. M ons oon ha d
already set in, thus weatherwise it was not suitable for
operations. The Japanese
HQ at TokpaKhul realized
that the Imphal campaign

had fa iled du e to the
u nde re s timation of the
fig hting s trengt h and
defences of the enemy. In
the Bishenpur sector, the
s tre ng th of the 2 14th
Regiment which started with
4,000 men was reduced to
only 460 of which only half
were battle-worthy on the
eve of their final withdrawal
in July 1944.
Many died not merely in
b attle action, b ut due to
malnutrition, starvation, and
d is eas e like m ala r ia,
dysentery. Eye-witness local
population of Manipur told
s tor ie s fa mis hed IndoJapanese soldiers surviving
on edible jungle roots, more
like t he d ea d than a live,
during those critical days.
And many w ound ed and
captured soldiers preferred
to commit Hara-Kiri, rather
t han falling int o enemy
hand s. U lt imately the
Japanese army realized that
de spite b raving all these
difficulties, the five-monthlong Manipur campaign was
los t . In t he face of the
imminent heavy casualty,
m ons oon,
a nd
the
impossible chance for any
further operation with the
depleted strength, General
Mutaguchi, Commander of
t he 15 t h J ap a nes e Army
gave orders on the 20th July
1944 to all the fighting troops
oper at ing in M anipu r to
retreat.
Thus ended the five-monthold cam p aig n. For the
Japanese ‘Imphal’ remained
the forbidden fruit. It proved
elus ive ex act ly like the
Japanese proverbial saying
‘ A flow er on the Lofty
H eig ht s ’ w hich m eans
“Something which, though
very tempting, is after all
beyond one’s reach.”
Unique place of ‘Imphal’ in
the Freedom Struggle
Thus Imphal has a unique
place in the Indian Freedom

S tr u gg le b eca use the
Manipur Campaign turned
out to be a decisive factor
in the fight for Ind ian
independence. Many INA
officer s and s oldier s
b elong ing t o variou s
linguistic groups at home
and ab road w ho w er e
Hindus, Muslims, Sikhs,
Christians, etc were killed
and their blood flowed
together and intermingled to
ultimately become one ie an
Indian- at that a proactive
Indian, rather than a passive
one. This was the lesson
most distinctively taught by
t he gr eat Ne tajiSu bha s
Chandra Bose. He made all
p as s ive Ind ians t r uly
p atr iot s w ho would lay
down life for the nation.
Irrespective of which region
t hey hailed , or w hich
lang uag e the y s poke or
which religious faith they
practice or which strata of
society they belong to, he
insisted they were all not
only fellow Indians but
members of the same family,
fighting for a cause - the
greatest cause of ‘freedom
of one and all.’
From April to July 1944,
M oir ang
and
the
surrounding areas of the
INA Hea dquart ers w er e
declared as ‘enemy zone’ by
the British. K.Gopal Singh,
L. S anab a S ing h, H .
N ila ma ni S ingh, a nd M
Koireng Singh of Moirang
were declared as traitors by
the British Political Agent
in Manipur. Order of shootat-sight was given. Further,
all 17 me mb er s of the
M aha s a bha w e r e bl ac klis t ed . S c or ched e ar th
policy was extended to all
villages from Torbung to
Ningthoukhong area for the
first time in Manipur in the
last part of March 1944.
Ar e a s fr om M oir an g to
N in gt hou k hong
were
he av ily b om b ed b y the
British, many civilians were

killed and injured; almost all
t he t r ees a nd b am boos
were uprooted. In Moirang
m or e than 1, 00 0 hou s es
were set ablaze.
Many patients died and got
injured in the bombing. Shri
H. Nilamani Singh, one of
the INA members suffered
a minor injury in his hand.
On their way to Rangoon,
during the retreat, his only
son of late K. Tomba Singh
died at Enjung Camp on 17
August 1944. His last rites
were performed with full
military honour on the bank
of Myantha.
Aft e r t he s u r r end e r of
Japan to the Allied forces
in the m iddle of Au gus t
1945, the INA at Rangoon
had to surrender. The INA
members from Manipur in
Rangoon were also arrested
and put in Rangoon Central
Jail. They were brought to
Calcutta and released after
d ete nt ion
and
inte rrogation. They were
r ece ived b y t he IN A
Reception Committee and
st ayed at Ca lcu tta. They
returned to Manipur on 06
May 1946. They were asked
to report once a week to
Imphal Police Station.
Thus ended t he effor t to
lib er at e India. B u t t his
awakening by INA led to
mutiny and other forms of
insubordinations amongst
the British Indian forces.
This scared the British and
they realized they cannot
s u bd ue and hold on t o
India, as, after World War
II their military power was
in no pos ition to suppress
the proactive Indians. Hence
the effort by INA hastened
up the de parture of the
British from India.
(This article is written
for incorporating it as
chapter in the
forthcoming book on
Manipur and Second
World War which is to be
brought out very soon)
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The Second World War, Colonial State Building ..............
By- Dr. Sylvia Yambem, (History Dept., Manipur University)
A fragmented colonial state
building
The native princely state of
Manipur
became
a
subordinate state of the British
colonial empire in India in 1891.
From 1891 to 1947 colonial rule
in Manipur saw numerous
stages and phases; from the
period of regency to direct rule
by the King. Despite the
changing
labels
of
governance, colonial state
building followed the colonial
ideology of governance
through its extractive
economic policies and
divisions of “us-them”
between
the
native
inhabitants. Events like the
Nupi Lan and the Kuki
rebellion (which are too
lengthy to be narrated here in
full) were a consequence of
this ideology of colonial
governance, that was both
extractive and divisive in
nature. It is in this background
that the Second World War
came
into
Manipur.

Consequently, the attitude,
response and participation of
the people also reflected this
fragmented state-society
relationship.
M. Koireng Singh’s experience
of the Second World War and
people’s
participation
supports the argument that
the local people particularly
the so called Mahasabha or
Praja Sanmelani members and
the politically conscious
Manipuri’s identified the IndoJapanese invasion of India
with the Indian national
movement whether Congress,
Gandhi or Subhas Chandra
Bose. Manipur being a
princely state of British India
however did not have a
provincial
Congress
committee, but nevertheless
developments in Manipur
including its emergence as a
subordinate native state in
1891 following the AngloManipur war had garnered a
lot of international and
national news coverage, this
surely would not have

escaped the attention of the
Indian freedom leaders.
Moreover attempts had been
madeby the Assam Provincial
Congress Committee to send
its workers into Manipur at the
time of the heightened sociopolitical development in 1939,
particularly the emergence of
political organizations like the
NMM or the Praja Sanmelani
and most importantly the
outbreak of the second Nupi
Lan. It is with this expectation
of support that Subash
Chandra Bose had sent his
message or letter of appeal to
the people of Manipur for the
Indo-Japanese
forces.
Colonial records also mention
the support of these so-called
“Congress men” referring to
the NMM/Praja Sanmelani
leaders who supported the
Indo-Japanese forces.
Similarly it is with this
expectation of freedom or
liberation from both the feudal
and colonial forces, that the
politically conscious Meiteis
supported the Indo-Japanese.

The Japanese, also aware of
the prevailing socio-political
developments in Manipur, had
even inquired on the
whereabouts of Hijam Irabot
Singh. Rumours had also
circulated that Japanese
certificates signed by Irabot
had beendistributed to the
people, suggesting Irabot’s
support for the Indo-Japanese
in the Second World War. The
British too kept surveillance
on Irabot Singh. A memo
dated 29 July 1944 to Gimson,
the Political Agent mentioned
that Irabot was in jail.
Local personal experience also
guided the Kukis support for
the Japanese. There were
about 6000 Kukis who actively
participated in the Second
World War and who most
significantly supported the
Indo-Japanese
war
efforts.According to the JAC
Memo of the Kuki INA
Pensioners there were 24
Kukis INA killed by Allied
forces, another 15 who had
been arrested in Rangoon and

other places in Burma and later
deported to the Calcutta ( jail,
586 persons arrested and
imprisoned in India by the
Allied force and a large number
of about 5,377 who though not
arrested went underground.
However in their support for
the Indo-Japanese, Guite
(2010) notes, and I quote here
“their core concern was in the
liberation of the Kuki territory
from the colonial yoke. It was
also a desperate ‘way out’ from
an intolerable condition of
existence created by the
wicked colonial officials, their
irresponsible troops, the harsh
process of new laws, forced
labour, porting system,
various odd taxes, extortions,
tortures and all other forms of
exploitations. It was a political
action based on the actually
existing consciousness of the
people illuminated by seamless
level of local discontentment.”
Thus the Kukis support was
determined by their own
experience,
though
conditioned by the policies of

the British colonial state.
Likewise the Zo, according to
Pau (2014) though possessing
a history of anti-British feeling
nevertheless
largely
supported the British war
efforts. Few Zos only
conditionally supported the
Japanese, in order to save
their families after the British
withdrawal from the so-called
new Masters, the “To thak”.
Otherwise it was the Chin
Levies who played an
important role in creating
havoc to the Japanese forces,
and ensuring British victory
whether in the battle of Bhasa
Hill or their withdrawal from
Imphal in 1944 or at Ngalzang.
The Zos were also motivated
by their experience as well as
the need to safeguard their
future interests especially
under the changing dynamics
of governance presented in
the period post the second
world war.
Conclusion
The Second World War
deeply affected Manipur. The

war transformed Manipur, not
only in terms of the
devastations associated with
war, but also in the context of
the changing social-culturaleconomical-political
developments.
Local
participation in the Second
World War in Manipur was
determined by people’s
personal experience and
interests, which was equally
shaped by the larger
framework
of
British
colonialism. People’s pre-war
lives and political-social
experienced
had
repercussions
in
the
developments during the war.
Most importantly the Second
World War and the nature of
local participation that
occurred within the larger
framework of a divisive
colonial
administrative
system
had
wider
implications
to
the
development of a fragmented
state-society relationship in
post-colonial state building in
Manipur. (Concluded )

(This article will be incorporated as chapter in the book on Manipur and Second World War which is to be brought out very soon)
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DCGI approves Serum, Bharat Biotech
vaccines for emergency use
By Raju Vernekar
New Delhi, Jan. 3:
Eleven months after the first
case of deadly COVID-19 was
detected in India, the Drugs
Controller General of India
(DCGI) V G Somani, on Sunday
approved Serum Institute of
India’s “Covishield” and
Bharat Biotech’s “Covaxin” (
India’s first vaccines against
the pandemic), for emergency
use paving the way for their
roll-out and administration to
millions.
Both the drug firms have
submitted data on their trial
runs and both have been
granted permission for
“restricted use”. The overall
efficacy of the OxfordAstraZeneca COVID-19 vaccine
was 70.42%, while Bharat
Biotech’s Covaxin was “safe and
provides a robust immune
response”, VG Somani said.
“We’ll never approve anything
if there is slightest of safety
concern. The vaccines are 100%
safe. Some side effects like mild
fever, pain and allergy are
common for every vaccine. To
say that the vaccines will make
people impotent, is absolute
rubbish,” VG Somani said.
The DCGI addressed a press
conference on Sunday at the
National Media Centre

regarding the Covax in India.
The country has been
preparing for a Corona virus
vaccine rollout for the last four
months.
After two vaccines received
emergency approval, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
congratulated the hardworking
scientists and innovators in
India. “A decisive turning
point to strengthen a spirited
fight! DCGI granting approval to
vaccines of SII and Bharat
Biotech accelerates the road to
healthier & COVID-free nation.
Congratulations
India.
Congratulations to our
hardworking scientists &
innovators,” tweeted PM Modi.
In a series of tweets, PM Modi
wrote, “It would make every
Indian proud that the two
vaccines that have been given
emergency use approval are
made in India! This shows the
eagerness of our scientific
community to fulfil the dream
of an Aatmanirbhar Bharat, at
the root of which is care and
compassion. We reiterate our
gratitude to doctors, medical
staff, scientists, police
personnel, sanitation workers
and all Corona warriors for the
outstanding work done, that
too in adverse circumstances.
We will remain eternally
grateful to them for saving

many lives,” wrote the PM.
The DCGI’s Subject Expert
Committee (SEC) met on Friday
and Saturday and made its
recommendations in respect of
the accelerated approval
process request of the SII,
Bharat Biotech International
Ltd as well as about phase-III
trials of Cadila Healthcare Ltd.
Meanwhile, India recorded
18,177 fresh coronavirus
infections on Sunday, taking
the country’s tally to
1,03,23,965, including 2,47,220
active cases. The death toll
after 217 new fatalities stands

at 1,49,435. 20,923 new
recoveries pushed the total
number of recoveries to
99,27,310.
In another development the
Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR) said in a
tweet on Saturday that India
has successfully isolated and
cultured the UK-variant of SarsCoV-2, the virus that causes the
coronavirus disease (Covid19).
”UK-variant of the virus, with
all signature changes, is now
successfully isolated and
cultured at the National Institute

of Virology (NIV) from the
clinical specimens collected
from UK-returnees,” the
country’s apex medical body
wrote on Twitter. It said that
Sars-CoV-2, the virus causing
Covid-19, was being tracked
through the countrywide
network of ICMR-laboratories
since early days of the epidemic
in India. No country has yet
reported successful isolation
and culture of the UK variant,
according to ICMR. Vero cell
lines were used by the scientists
of ICMR-NIV to culture the UKvariant of the virus, it added.

Indian Embassy in Beijing has been taking up
cases of its 2 ships stuck at Chinese ports
New Delhi, Jan 3:
India today said, its Embassy
in Beijing has repeatedly taken
up the cases of MV Jag Anand
and MV Anastasia with the
Chinese side, requesting that
the ships be allowed to dock
and the crew be allowed to be
changed. In response to a
media query on the status of
the two ships, External Affairs
Ministry Spokesman Anurag
Srivastava said, MV Jag
Anand is on anchorage near
Jingtang port in Hebei
province of China with 23

Indian nationals as crew on
board. Another vessel, MV
Anastasia, which has 16
Indian nationals as its crew,
is on anchorage near
Caofeidian port in China.
Mr Srivastava said, the
Chinese authorities have
conveyed that on account of
various COVID-19 related
restrictions imposed by the
local aut horit ies , crew
change is not b eing
permitted from these ports.
He said, Indian Embassy in
Beijing continues to remain
in clos e and c ont inu ou s

t ou c h w ith t he C hines e
authorities in Beijing, Hebei
and Tianjin. The Ministry is
also following up through
t he Chines e Emb ass y in
N ew Delhi for an ea rly
resolution.
The Spokesman said, India
has noted the statements of
the Chinese side, expressing
their willingness to extend
t heir a s sis tance in this
m att er. H e s aid , India
expects that this assistance
w ill b e p r ovide d in an
urgent, practical and timebound manner.

NHRC notice to MEA, DG Shipping over Indians
stranded on ships in China
IT Correspondent
Mumbai/New Delhi, Jan 3:
The National Human Rights
Commission (NHRC) has
issued notices to an MEA
secretary and the director
general of Shipping in the
Union Ministry of Ports,
Shipping and Waterways over
Indian sailors stranded
onboard two ships in Chinese
waters.
In a statement on Friday, the
NHRC said it has taken suo
motu cognisance of media
reports on stranded Indian
sailors onboard MV Anastasia
and MV Jag Anand in Chinese
waters for over 146 days and
their difficulties “without any
rescue mission in sight”.
NHRC observed that the
contents of media reports, if
true, amount to violation of
human rights, the statement
added.
Accordingly, the commission
has issued notices to the
secretary (Consular, Passport
and Visa), Ministry of External
Affairs, and to the Director
General, Shipping in the
Ministry of Ports, Shipping
and Waterways, seeking

reports, including action taken
for release or discharge of the
seafarers of MV Anastasia
and MV Jag Anand, it said.
The commission also expects
that the “Ministry of External
Affairs to take up the issue
with the authorities, through
Indian Embassy in People’s
Republic of China, so as to
ensure immediate relief and
security of the stranded Indian
seafarers with promptitude.
The response is expected
within two weeks. This
incongruity warrants the
commission to step in to
protect and promote human
rights of Indian citizens,
whose rights have been
challenged and threatened. It
is the duty of the appropriate
authority to initiate the rescue
mission at the earliest but the
news report is not giving very
inspiring information to that
extent,” the rights panel
observed.
It has noted that the General
Assembly of the United
Nations proclaims that
Universal Declaration of
Human
Rights,
1948
recognizes inherent dignity,
equality and inalienable rights

of all members of human family
and these are the foundation
of freedom, justice and peace
in the world. Article 2 of the
Declaration
postulates,
everyone is entitled to all the
rights and freedom set forth
in this eeclaration without
distinction of any kind, such
as race, colour, sex, language,
religion, political or other
opinion, national or social
origin, property, birth or other
status, NHRC said.
Similarly, it says no distinction
shall be made on the basis of
political jurisdictional or
international status of the
country or territory to which a
person belongs, whether it be
independent, trust, non-selfgoverning or under any other
limitation of sovereignty.
Similarly, Article 3 of the
Declaration
explicitly
guarantees everyone has the
right to life, liberty and
security of person, the
commission said.
Long after that, International
Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights was adopted by the
General Assembly, on 16th
December, 1966, wherein
Article 9 no uncertain terms

speaks that everyone has the
right to liberty and security to
person. No one shall be
subjected to arbitrary arrest or
detention, in as much as, no
one shall be deprived of his
liberty except on such grounds
and in accordance with such
procedures as established by
law, it added.
“It is also reported that their
food had sufficed but the water
is contaminated leading to
skin infections in many of the
crew members on board.
Proper medical facilities are
also not available to the crew
members and it is informed by
the chartering agent of the
cargo ships that the doctor
can visit only when someone
is dying,” it added.
Forty-one Indian sailors are
stranded on two merchant
vessels, for the last few
months, at Chinese ports,
since the vessels have not
been permitted to offload the
cargo, due to a reported
standoff between China and
Australia.
Besides
a
permission to change the crew
members has also not been
given due to which a majority
of the sailors have remained

on board for more than the
allowed limit of 11 months.
The vessel “MV Jag Anand”,
with 23 Indian seafarers,
chartered by freight trading
firm “Cargill”, has been
stranded at the port of
“Jintang” since June 2020,
while “M V Anastasia”, with
18 Indian seafarers, is stuck at
Caofeidian anchorage in
China’s Bohai sea since
September 2020. “MV Jag
Anand” belongs to the
Mumbai-based Great Eastern
Shipping Company (Indian
flag) and M V Anastasia
(Panama flag) is owned by the
Mediterranean Shipping
Company S.A., a Swiss-Italian
international shipping line.
“M V Jag Anand”, which
started
from
the
port Gladstone,
AU,
Queensland, reached the port
of Jintang on June 13, 2020,
while M VAnastasia, had set
sail from the port of Hay Point
in Queensland, reached at
port Caofeidian, on Sept 20,
2020 as per voyage
information provided by
Marine Traffic.Com. Both the
vessels are having shipments
of Australian cooking coal.

CGST Delhi West Commissionerate arrests one for duty
evasion of around Rs 831.72 crore
New Delhi, Jan 3:
The Central GST Delhi West
Commis sionerate
has
unearthed evasion of GST by
way of m anufacture and
clandestine s upply of
gutkha/pan masala/tobacco
products without any
registration and payment of
duty. On basis of the search
at
the
pr emise
of
manufacture, it was found
that illegal manufacturing of
Gutkha/pan masala/tobacco

product was g oing on,
evidenced by a godown,
machines, raw materials and
manufactured products at
the pr emises. Around 65
lab ourer s we re found
working at the illegal factory.
The finis hed p roduct of
gutkha is being supplied to
various states in India. The
searches resulted in seizure
of finished gutkha and raw
materials such as chuna,
sada kattha, tobacco leaves
etc. valued at Rs. 4.14 crore

approximately.
On the basis of evidence
gathered, stocks seized and
confessional statements
recorded the total duty
evasion is estimated to be
approx. Rs. 831.72/- crore.
Further investigation is in
progress.
One person has been arrested
in the matter on the basis of
his involvement in the
manufacture and supply of
goods without issue of any
invoice with the intention to

evade tax, as well as in
transporting, removing,
depositing,
keeping,
concealing, supplying, or
purchasing any goods in
violation of the provisions of
Section 132(1)(a) and (h) of
CGST Act, 2017, which are
cognizable and non-bailable
under Section 132(5) being
punishable under Section
132(1)(i) of the said Act. The
accused person has been
arrested and produced before
the Metropolitan Magistrate

(MM), Patiala House Court
on 02.01.2021 and has been
sent to 14 days judicial
custody by the MM. Further
investigation is underway to
identify the key conspirator/
s of the case and to recover
the tax dues involved.
Delhi Zone has been making
sustained efforts to check
evasion of GST, leading to
detection of Rs 4,327 crore in
the current Financial Year and
15 persons have been
arrested in these matters.
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Congrats Sanjoy Akoijam

The department of Physical
Medicine and
Rehabilitation, RIMS
Imphal congratulated
Sanjoy Akoijam , son of Dr.
AK Joy Singh for securing
Gold Media in B.Sc (Hons)
course in Anthropology

from Amity Institute of
Anthropology. He also got a
Citation for “ Best in
Organizing Abilities” from
the Universiity based on his
involvements in various
activities of the University
during the course.

Career Guidance
Benefits of social media
in education

By- Vijay GarG
Social media has various
uses in the classroom as well
as to help market and
promote schools and
universities.
Because we believe in the
power of social media to
make nearly anything easier
(even life in the classroom),
we’ve identified ways to use
social media for education.
Benefits of social media in
education
Social media and technology
are integral parts of daily life,
and integrating the use of
these into the classroom is
more natural than before,
given how acclimated many
students are to them.
Each social media platform
offers many different ways
to be used in the classroom,
from
sharing
announcements to holding
live lectures, and so much
more.
First, social media provides
a smoother, more direct
communication tool between
students, teachers and
parents, who can check in
and ask or respond to
questions.
Social media allows for more
e-learning opportunities as
well. As remote jobs and
online classes are becoming
more popular, training
students to work from a
distance is an important
lesson, and social media can
help with that.
It’s important to understand
the impact of social media in
education before using it,
but we’re of the firm belief
that it will help advance
students in technology.
Social media in the
classroom
First, let’s talk about the
different ways that social
media can be used directly
in the classroom. There are
many social media tools for
education that can be taken
advantage of for students of
any age, from elementary all
the way through college.
1. Use a Facebook Page to
broadcast updates and
alerts.
Facebook can be the perfect
social media platform to
incorporate
into
the
classroom. Instead of

putting instructors and
students alike through a new
learning curve when dealing
with a traditional online
classroom dashboard, stick
to something everyone
already knows.
Have students follow the
class’s Facebook Page, and
the instructor can use it to
post class updates, share
homework assignments and
encourage discussion.
Even if a student isn’t active
on Facebook, these Pages
are still accessible when
signed out. However, keep in
mind Facebook Page are
public and anyone with a
Facebook account can
comment on the posts.
2. Use a Facebook Group to
stream live lectures and host
discussions.
Instructors can also create
Facebook Groups for each of
their classes—both public or
private—and
stream
Facebook Live lectures, post
discussion questions, assign
homework and make class
announcements.
Keep
students engaged during
school breaks or snow days
by posting reminders and
assignment to avoid having
to review once class resumes
from the break.
When using social media for
education, it’s important to
ensure a professional
boundary, so when setting
up a Facebook Group,
teachers do not need to send
friend requests. Email both
parents and students a direct
link to the Facebook Group
for access.
Groups are the perfect “home
base,” especially for an
online course and can make
it easy to connect with
student.
3. Use Twitter as a class
message board.
Twitter can be great as a
discussion board or message
board for a class. Teachers
can create a single Twitter
handle per class and reuse it
every year, or they can create
a new handle each school
year. The 280 character limit
makes students think
critically on communicating
concisely and effectively, a
beneficial skill to develop.
Teacher can use Twitter to
post
reminders
for
assignment due dates or
share inspirational quotes
and helpful links to practice
quizzes or resources.
Teacher can also create
discussions and Twitter
chats surrounding a specific
hashtag that they create.
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