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11th National Voters’ Day observed
IT News
Imphal, Jan 25:
Chief Electoral Officer,
Manipur organised the 11th
National Voters’ Day 2021 under the theme “Making our
voters empowered, vigilant,
safe and informed” today at
JN Dance Academy, Imphal.
The Director General of Police
LM Khaute attend the observance as Chief Guest.
Speaking on the occasion,
the Chief Guest appreciates
Epic Mobile Application, an
initiative taken by the CEO .
He stated that he is also
closely associated with the
election process over three
decades of his career and that
the police department is
closely working together with
various stake holders in the
government as well as in other
arenas. Comparing how the
past elections were conducted
with the present, there is a vast
change in the methodologies,
strategies and in the spirit of
important democratic exercise.
In the past, due to lack of infrastructure and security
forces, we faced a lot of problems in terms of security in the
hill areas and elections in those
days were very difficult exercise. He express his appreciation of the progress that have
been achieved by the Election
Commission of India which
has applied all the present
mechanisms which has bol-
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Two suspects involved in the lobbing
of bomb at Raj Bhavan arrested
Police claims both as cadre of UNLF, says
both involved in various criminal activities
IT News
Imphal, Jan 25:

stered election mechanism in
the country and in the state in
particular. He further stated
that, in the present scenario,
we have adequate mechanism
to check all the malpractises
and also police nodal officer
are also deployed to make
necessary security arrangements in accordance with the
guidelines of ECI , flying
squads are also deployed.
Unlike in the past elections,
the ECI has been adding series of modern technology
based applications.
PK Singh, CEO in his
speech said that we as a citizen of India take pride in calling ourselves the largest democracy, even though we may
not be the most developed

country, election after election
we have demonstrated that the
fabric of democracy has
strengthened. If we look at the
way we held our elections,
within 6/7 hours, the results are
out without any controversy
in any state where the general
elections were held. This is the
day when we celebrate this
democracy of ours in state and
district levels.
The CEO shows his appreciation to all the ROs,DEOs,
EROs and BLOs for all support
they have rendered.
He also stated the state has
100 percent Epic coverage and
that from 26th January, the
CEO will launch Epic Mobile
Application which will be the
first in the country.

State Awards were also
conferred to Neeta Arambam,
IAS for Best All Round Performer and EROs of 30-Lilong
AC, 27-Moirang & 29 Kumbi
ACs, 7- Andro AC,21- Naoriya
Pakhanglakpa, 22- Wangoi, 58Churachandpur AC, 50Kangpokpi AC and to 61(
sixty one) BLOs including one
(L) Sheingam LH.
Epic Cards and badge were
also distributed to 11 newly
enrolled voters and also to 4
(four) SVEEP Icons.
Nungsitombi Athokpam,
State Election Commissioner,
Manipur, K.Bono Singh, Jt.
Secretary (Election) attended
the observance as Guests of
Honours apart fromother dignitaries and invitees.

Devotees offer prayers at sacred shrine of
Khwairakpa Erel Umanglai
IT Correspondent
Jiribam, Jan 25:
Thousands of devotees,
especially from Assam and
Manipur, thronged Khwairakpa
Erel Umanglai Nongpok
Ningthou Khuvam (formerly
known as Narayan dhor) to offer their prayers at the sacred
shrine located on a small island
in Barak River, Lakhipur Cachar,
Assam on Sunday.
Devotees from various
places of Manipur and Cachar
District, Assam reached the sacred shrine through the Waterway of Barak River from
Fulerthol, Cachar and from Jiri
Mukh, Jiribam.
Jiribam District Police provided arrangement of motorboats to the devotees for the
ease of access to the shrine from
Jiri Mukh.
Speaking to media person
Ngangbam Niranjan, President,
KEUNL, Assam said for the easy
accessible of devotees to the
shrine of Khwairpa Erel
Umanglai Nongpok Ningthou
Khuvam, the Superintendent of
Police,
Jiribam
Mubi
Moirangthem took immense responsibility, for which the
organising committee expressed
gratitude for it.
He also expressed gratitude
to L. Veerjeet Singh, Spokesperson BJP Manipur Pradesh for
his visits to the shrine by leading a team of distinguished personalities of Manipur.
L. Veerjeet Singh, Spokesperson BJP Manipur Pradesh
said when we discussed the
civilization of Manipur, seven
year devastation was one of the

Maliyapham Palcha kumsing 3418

epochs, during which the kings
of Manipur fled and took shel-

ter here and again rebellion to
get back the throne of Manipur.

The place where we have visited today is remarkable and related with the history of
Manipur.
The visits to Khwairakpa
Erel Umanglai Nongpok
Ningthou Khuvam gives us an
opportunity to meet with Meitei
brethren who were scattered
and settled at different parts of
Assam and Tripura as well as
gives a message of reunion and
all of us need to take the responsibility for the reconstruction of
this place, Veerjeet added.

State police today claimed
arrest of two persons who had
lobbed bomb at Raj Bhavan on
the evening of January 19. As
per their confession they
lobbed the hand grenade under the instruction of on
Achoaba , a hard core member of the armed rebel group
UNLF.
In a press conference held
today at Imphal West district
police head quarter, DIG (Zone
1) Themthing said that both
are train bomb experts and had
committed various activities of
lobbing and blasting bomb at
various places. He however
said that both are drug users
and have been utilized in several extortion activities.
On January 19, at around
4.30 pm 2 unidentified persons
hurled a hand grenade at the
security forces deployed at Raj
Bhavan gate amidst tight security arrangement in connection with the preparation of the
Republic Day Ceremony. The
bomb however didn’t blast.
“We have been investigating over the matter and with

the help of the CCTV camera
footage which was installed at
the Imphal area our team managed to trace the culprits who
had lobbed the hand grenade”, Themthing said.
He said following intelligence input and after analyzing the CCTV footage collected from around Imphal area
a combined team of CDO
Imphal west led by Addl SP
Amarjit , Y Kishorchand DSP
CDO Imphal west, P Achouba
OC CDO Imphal west and city
police station led by SDPO
Imphal Bidyapati Thingbaijam
and CITY OC inspector M
Sudhirkumar under the overall supervision of SP IW arrested one of the accused person
namely
Li s ham I bo s han a M e it e i
@ Jojo @ Kengba @ Michael
@ Red 42 yrs, S/o (L)
L. S ham u ng ou M ei t ei of
Lisham Leirak Khongman
Zone-3 from his house.
Several articles use for
making of explosive devices
were also reportedly rcovered
from his possession. Those
recovered item includes 8 nos.
of circuit devices, 2 remote
control white In colour along

with 1 mobile handset and 2
SIM cards.
On further follow up action the second accused person namely Konsam Manithoi
Singh (46). S/o K. Bihari Singh
of Lairikyengbam Leikai
Salanthong, Imphal East
Manipur was also arrested on
25/01/2021 by CDO IW team
assisted by a team of City PS
and from his instance one
(120 Asta silky silver in
colour, 1 pleasure red in
colour, 4 mobile handset were
recovered from him. Both
work under the command of
UNLF Achou @ Bhogen,
Themthing said.
Both of them also reportedly confessed to have committed the crime of Hurling a
hand grenade to security
forces deployed at Lilashing
K ho ng na ng kh on g i n t h e
month of July 2019.
They also reportedly
claimed responsibility for the
Hurling of hand grenade to
security forces at AG gate in
the month of January 2020
and also the Grenade blast
and IED plantation at Yaiskul
Police lane in the month of July
2019 among others.

Old currency notes NOT to go out of circulation: RBI
IT Correspondent
Mumbai, Jan 25:
The government has denied reports that old currency
notes
of
Rs.5, Rs.10
and Rs.100 go out of circulation after March this year and
the Press Information Bureau
(PIB) said the Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) has not made
any such announcement.
Unlike Rs.1,000 currency,
which was declared exhausted
by the government in
2016, Rs.100 was circulated in
the Indian economy in a new
colour of lavender in 2019

without declaring the previous
legal tender void.
The government has denied reports that old currency
notes of Rs.5, Rs.10 and Rs.100
go out of circulation after
March this year. In a factcheck, the Press Information
Bureau (PIB) said the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) has not
made any such announcement.
“It is being claimed in
news report that according to
the information given by RBI,
old notes of 5, 10 and 100 rupees will not be in circulation
after
March
2021.
#PIBFactCheck : This claim is

fake.@RBI has not made any
such announcement,” Press
Information Bureau said in a
tweet.
Media reports quoted B
Meena, the Assistant General
Manager of RBI, who had said
that the apex bank is planning
to withdraw old series of these
currency notes and put them
out of legal money flow in the
economy. This sparked a
wave of concern among citizens.
The reports also said that
RBI is planning to put them
out of legal money flow in the
economy.

COVID-19 calls for increased budget provisioning for child health &nutrition
IT News
New Delhi, Jan 25:
Over the last few years India has seen some improvements when it comes to child
health and nutrition. There’s no
denying that during the pandemic the Government, civil society organisations and various
private entitieshave made lots
of efforts to combat malnutrition
thus consolidating the gains
that India had achieved.
However, there’s also no
denying the fact that while India enjoys the status of a foodsurplus country, 1 in every 3
children in India are still malnourished (CNNS, 2016-18) and
only 9.6 per cent of our children
between 6-23 months in the
country receive an adequate
diet (NFHS-4, 2015-16).
While these data pertain to
the period before the COVID19 pandemic, the situation is
likely to aggravate now, as the
pandemic raises critical point-

ers to immunity, availability of
quality food and nutrition. At
present, it might seem difficult
to fully assess the impact of
pandemic on long-term health
of our children. However, the
potential ripple effect created
by COVID-19 is likely to adversely impact different facets
of the quality of life, including
the nutritional status of vulnerable children.
COVID-19 crisis has highlighted some of the pre-existing
gaps as far as child nutrition is
concerned which may need better public provisioning in the
coming days, specially to cater
the nutrition and health needs
of the vulnerable children and
communities. India already has
several
Government
programmes such as the Targeted Public Distribution System (TPDS), the Mid-Day meals
(MDM), the Integrated Child
Development Services (ICDS),
and PoshanAbhiyan in place to
address food insecurity and

malnutrition, however, these interventions have been disrupted since March 2020 due to
the lockdown.
Even though the Government extended several support
mechanisms to combat food
and nutrition insecurity in the
trying times, there is great risk
with the overburdened health
systems. There might be lack of
attention to other health and
nutrition-related interventions,
which includes immunization,
antenatal care and micronutrient supplementation, among
others.
The past few years have
seen significant efforts directed
towards improvement in child
nutrition and development. A
quick glance Union Budget over
the last three years, shows that
allocations towards Anganwadi
Services increased from Rs.
15245.19 crores (2017-18 BE) to
Rs. 19916.41 crores (2020-21
BE). Similarly, allocations for National Nutrition Mission have

increased from Rs. 1500 crores
(2017-18BE) to Rs. 3700 crores
(2020-21 BE). Allocations towards NHRM-RCH flexible
pool also saw a gradual increase
from Rs. 2454.42 crores (201718 BE) to Rs. 2982 crores (202021 BE).
To discuss the critical issues
and practical challenges related
to spheres of child nutrition and
health of children and pregnant
and lactating women, during and
beyond the COVID-19 pandemic,
Child Rights and You (CRY)
and Centre for Budget and Governance
Accountability
(CBGA) held a national webinar
that brought together academicians, subject experts, and NGOs
working on themes of child nutrition and child health.
Puja Marwaha, CEO, CRY
elaborated on the challenges of
ensuring health and nutrition
security for children and adolescent girls, based on the onground experiences from CRY’s
intervention areas across 19

States in the country.
Puja said, “CRY efforts focus on providing nutritional security to vulnerable families by
providing seeds and manure to
develop household level kitchen
gardens. These efforts paid off
especially during the pandemic,
as they have helped make vegetables more affordable, improved dietary quality and is a
sustainable source of nutrition.
While interventions at the microlevel arecritical, we feel that unless challenges related to adequacy in budgetary allocations,
and bottlenecks in utilisation are
addressed, we will be unable to
mitigate the loss caused due to
pandemics such as COVID-19.
Unless systemic resilience is
built and strong mechanisms for
public provisioning are ensured,
the cumulative effect of community-level interventions would
not be visible.”
“With COVID-19 pandemic
having impacted nutrition delivery services and nutritional

status of pregnant women, children below 6 years and adolescent girls significantly, we are
hopeful that allocations towards
child development and nutrition
will see an exponential increase
in the coming years,” Puja
added.
Highlighting various facets
of Public Financing for Child
Nutrition, Shruti Ambast, Senior PolicyAnalyst of CBGA
said, “CBGA’s District-level
budget analysis of 5 districts
and 4 states) shows high fund
utilisation in important centrally
sponsored schemes like SSA.
ICDS MGNREGS, etc. in 20172018 and 2018-2019. But, fund
utilisation was relatively lower
for MDM and NHM, indicating that resource absorption
capacity is good in certain
schemes and some districts/
states perform better than others. Sustaining demand for
higher allocations therefore becomes crucial.”
contd. on page 3
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cessful post-9/11 military campaigns.
In terms of active US combat, that’s
only happened once before, in
the Philippines, America’s secondlongest (if often forgotten) overseas
combat campaign.
Yet that conflict was limited to a
single Pacific archipelago. Biden inherits a global war—and
burgeoning new Cold War —spanning four continents and a
military mired in active operations in
dozens of countries, combat in some
14 of them, and bombing in at least
seven. That sort of scope has been
standard fare for American presidents
for almost two decades now. Still,
while this country’s post-9/11 war
presidents have more in common
than their partisan divisions might
suggest, distinctions do matter, especially at a time when the White
House almost unilaterally drives foreign policy.
So, what can we expect from
Commander in Chief Biden? In other
words, what’s the forecast for US
service members who have invested
their lives and limbs in future conflict, as well as for the speculators in
the military-industrial complex and
anxious foreigners in the countries
still engulfed in America’s war on terror who usually stand to lose it all?
Many Trumpsters, and some libertarians, foresee disaster: that the
man who, as a leading senator facilitated and cheered on the disastrous
Iraq War, will surely escalate American adventurism abroad. On the other
hand, establishment Democrats and
most liberals, who are desperately
(and understandably) relieved to see
Donald Trump go, find that prediction preposterous. Clearly, Biden
must have learned from past mistakes,
changed his tune, and should responsibly bring US wars to a close, even
if at a time still to be determined.
In a sense, both may prove
right—and in another sense, both
wrong. The guess of this long-time
war-watcher (and one-time war
fighter) reading the tea leaves: Expect
Biden to both eschew big new wars
and avoid fully ending existing ones.
At the margins (think Iran), he may
improve matters some; in certain
rather risky areas (Russian relations,
for instance), he could worsen them;
but in most cases (the rest of the
Greater Middle East, Africa, and
China), he’s likely to remain squarely
on the status-quo spectrum. And
mind you, there’s nothing reassuring about that.
It hardly requires clairvoyance to
offer such guesswork. That’s because Biden basically is who he says
he is and who he’s always been, and
the man’s simply never been transformational. One need look no fur-

even if this new old hand of a president evades potentially existential
escalation with nuclear Russia or
China and offers only an
Obama reboot when it comes to persistent low-intensity warfare, what he
does will still matter—most of all to
the global citizens who are too
often its victims. So, here’s a brief region-by-region flyover tour of what
Joe’s squad may have in store for
both the world and the American military sent to police that world.
THE MIDDLE EAST: OLD PRESCRIPTIONS FOR OLD BUSINESS
It’s increasingly clear that
Washington’s legacy wars in the
Greater Middle East—Iraq and Afghanistan, in particular—are generally no longer on the public’s radar.
Enter an elected old man who’s
charged with handling old business
that, at least to most civilians, is old
news. Odds are that Biden’s ancient
tricks will amount to safe bets in a
region that past US policies essentially destroyed. Joe is likely to take a
middle path in the region between
large-scale military intervention of
the Bush or Obama kind and more
prudent full-scale withdrawal.
As a result, such wars will probably drag on just below the threshold of American public awareness,
while avoiding Pentagon or partisan
charges that his version of cuttingand-running endangered US security. The prospect of “victory” won’t
even factor into the equation (after
all, Biden’s squad members aren’t
stupid), but political survival certainly will. Here’s what such a Bidenera future might then look like in a
few such sub-theaters.
The war in Afghanistan is hopeless and has long been failing by every one of the US military’s own measurable metrics, so much so that the
Pentagon and the Kabul
government classified them all as secret information a few years back.
Actually dealing with the Taliban and
swiftly exiting a disastrous war likely
to lead to a disastrous future with
Washington’s tail between its legs
is, in fact, the only remaining option.
The question is when and how many
more Americans will kill or be killed in
that “graveyard of empires” before
the United States accepts the inevitable. Toward the end of his tenure,
Trump signaled a serious, if cynical,
intent to so. And since Trump was
by definition a monster and the other
team’s monsters can’t even occasionally be right, a coalition of establishment Democrats and Lincoln-esque
Republicans (and Pentagon officials)
decided that the war must indeed go
on. That culminated in last July’s
obscenity in which Congress

Assad. Furthermore, when it comes
time for them to convince Biden to
agree to stay put in Syria, there’s a
dangerous existing mix of motives to
do just that: the emotive sympathy
for the Kurds of known gut-player
Joe; his susceptibility to revived Islamic State (ISIS) fear-mongering; and
perceptions of a toughness-testing
proxy contest with Russia.
When it comes to Iran, expect
Biden to be better than the Iran-phobic Trump administration, but to stay
shackled “inside the box.” First of all,
despite Joe’s long-expressed desire
to reenter the Obama-era nuclear deal
with Iran that Trump so disastrously
pulled out of, doing so may
prove harder than he thinks. After all,
why should Tehran trust a political
basket case of a negotiating partner
prone to significant partisan policypendulum swings, especially given
the way Washington has waged
nearly 70 years of interventions
against Iran’s politicians and people?
In addition, Trump left Biden the Trojan horse of Tehran’s hardliners, empowered by dint of The Donald’s
pugnacious policies. If the new president wishes to really undercut Iranian intransigence and fortify the
moderates there, he should go big
and be transformational—in other
words, see Obama’s tension-thawing
nuclear deal and raise it with the carrot of full-blown diplomatic and economic normalization. Unfortunately,
status-quo Joe has never been a
transformational type.
KEEPAN EYE ONAFRICA
Though it garners far less public
interest than the US military’s longfavored Middle Eastern playground,
Africa figures significantly in the
minds of those at the Pentagon, in
the Capitol, and in Washington’s influential think tanks. For interventionist hawks, including liberal ones, that
continent has been both a petri dish
and a proving ground for the development of a limited powerprojection paradigm of drones, Special Operations forces, military advisers, local proxies, and clandestine intelligence missions.
It mattered little that over eight
years of the Obama administration—
from Libya to the West African Sahel
to the Horn of East Africa—the war
on terror proved, at best, problematic indeed, and even worse in the
Trump years. There remains a worrisome possibility that the Biden posse
might prove amenable yet again to
the alarmism of US Africa Command
(AFRICOM) about the rebirth of ISIS
and the spread of other Al Qaeda–
inked groups there, bolstered by fearmongering nonsense masquerading
as sophisticated scholarship from
West Point’s Combating Terrorism

earned Rs. 20,00,000 crore
he last six-and-a-half years
increasing the excise duty
petrol and diesel alone,
ken said adding that “The
st important question now
where has this more than
20 lakh crore gone ? Has it
ne in the pockets of
rendra Modi’s crony capist friends? This is what the
ngress wants to know from
government”.
The increase in prices
k the petrol price in Delhi

government has increased
the excise duty on petrol by
an additional Rs 23.78 per litre and on diesel by an additional Rs 28.37 per litre. “If
we decrease the excise duty
hike affected by the Modi
government on petrol and
diesel i.e. Rs 23.78 and Rs
28.37, prices will come down
to Rs 61.92 (petrol) and Rs
47.51 (diesel),” Maken said.
“As such the Central government must immediately withdraw the central excise duty

s celebrates Parakram
at Sajik Tampak

added.
In his remarks, Maken
asked, “Our jawans’ dearness
allowance is being cut, our
MSMEs are under pressure
from banks to repay loans, under pressure from taxation authorities, there is huge unemployment across the country,
farmers are committing suicide,
so where the amount collected
towards the excise has gone?”

AR organises
awareness lecture
on National Girl
Child Day
IT News
Imphal, Jan 25:
To mark the National Girl
Child Week, troops of Assam
Rifles conducted a lecture with
on the theme “Empowering Girls
for a Brighter Tomorrow” at
Charoikhullen village of
Churachandpur on yesterday.
The event was organised
with the aim to highlight the inequalities faced by the girl child
in the society and spread awareness about the fundamental
rights and equality for women in
the society.
The awareness lecture was
focused on increasing the consciousness of the people to remove inequalities and ensure that
the girl child gets all their rights,
respect and value in the society.
55 Girl students alongwith
ladies and Meira Paibis attended
the event.

tion, dietary diversity and food
fortification are possible solutions to address nutrition
challnges”
Talking about the reforms
needed to address bottlenecks
in public financing,Avani Kapur,
Director, Accountability Initiative said, “Fund release, approval,
reporting and allocation need to
be streamlined for better public
financial management (PFM).
We can start small but I feel that

Contd. from Pa

What Our Forever W
Biden’s nominee for secretary of state, Anthony Blinken,
is a resident Russia hawk and
was an early “arm Ukraine” enthusiast. Jake Sullivan already
has a tendency to make mountains out of molehills on the
subject, as when he described a
minor road-rage incident as constituting “a Russian force in
Syria aggressively attack[ing] an
American force and actually
injur[ing] American service
members.” Then there’s the
troubling signal of Victoria
Nuland, the recent nominee for
undersecretary of state for political affairs, a pick that itself
should be considered a roadrage-style provocation. Nuland
has a history of hawkish antagonism toward Moscow and
is reportedly despised by Russian President Vladimir Putin.
Her confirmation will surely
serve as a conflict accelerant.
Nevertheless, China may

Career Guidance

ow To Improve Your Studying

y trains your brain to learn in
se moments, making each
d every revision session rey count.
Some students work best in
morning, others in the
ning — there is no right and
ong here. So find the routine
t suits you, then make a
dy timetable and stick to it
er the exam period. Your
des will thank you for it!
Not only do practice tests
rease your confidence bee heading into the real exam,
ich in turn helps lead to betperformance, they also imve your overall exam techue because you learn good
cing skills. By sitting down
d taking a practice paper in

section to be revisited more frequently. This system is a highly
effective way of prioritising
your study topics in a logical
manner and, better yet, means
you can practise just about
anywhere!
Scientifically speaking, cramming is never constructive. Instead, it is much better for you
to break your workload down
into bite-size chunks. Research
has proven time and time again
that studying for shorter periods of time with regular rest intervals improves both concentration and memory capacity.
Your brain is much better at encoding information into the synapses in short, repeated sessions, rather than one large one.

a great way to give yourself a
break from the books, and also
to ensure your body is getting
the nutrients it needs at this
stressful time.
Top nutritionist Jo Lewin
recommends opting for whole
grains for a steady supply of
energy, oily fish for healthy
brain function, antioxidant blueberries and tomatoes for improving short term memory, and
vitamins C and K in the form of
blackcurrants and broccoli to
increase mental agility and enhance cognitive function. And
don’t forget to drink plenty of
water to keep hydrated and help
your brain work faster
It has long been noted that
listening to classical music

Stressing on the need to
vest in improving nutriti
Shweta Khandelwal, Head
Nutrition Research, Pub
Health Foundation of India s
“Women in India face multi
challenges including poor fo
health and care environme
along with early marriage, ea
conception, multiple pregnanc
and social status. Hence it is c
cal to ensure pre-pregnancy w
being for good maternal a

adults. Not only is exercise also
beneficial for attention span
and information processing,
but endorphins that are released during physical activity
improve mood and sleep, and
reduce stress and anxiety
The best part of all, is that
the exercise you do doesn’t
need to be exhausting, as many
of the studies carried out were
based on participants walking
briskly. So whether you put on
your running shoes, roll out
your yoga mat or throw on your
swimming costume, just half an
hour of exercise a day is all you
need to keep your brain in good
shape.
Of course it’s important to
have a routine, and a big part

be the lead antagonist in
Biden crew’s race to risk a fo
hardy cataclysm. Through
the election campaign, the n
president seemed set on o
hawking Trump in the West
Pacific, explicitly writing ab
“getting tough” on China i
March
2020
pie
he penned in Foreign Affa
Joe had also previously cal
Chinese President Xi Jinping
thug.” And while Mich
Flournoy may (mercifully) h
been passed over for secret
of defense, her aggressive p
ture toward Beijing still infu
the thinking of her fell
Obama alums on Biden’s tea
As TomDispatch regu
Andrew Bacevich poin
out last
September,
Flournoy Forei
Affairs article illuminated
sort of absurdity she (alo
with assumedly various Bid
appointees) thinks necess
to effectively deter China. S
called for “enhancing U.S. m
tary capabilities so that
United States can credi
threaten to sink all of Chin
military vessels, submarin
and merchant ships in
South China Sea within
hours.” Consider that
Strangelove-style strategiz
retooled for an inbound urb
imperial presidency.
ENDGAME: WARAS A
STRACTION
Historically, foreign-pol
paradigm shifts are exceedin
rare, especially when they t
toward peace. Such pivots
pear almost impossible once
immense power of Americ
military-industrial complex,

Marks

I, the undersigned ha
Examination, bearing Rol

ingh Koshyari. Maharashtra
Minister Balasaheb Thorat
Congress) and NCP chief
harad Pawar reached Azad
Maidan. Shiv Sena leader and
Minister Aditya Thackeray was
o reach the venue soon. The
eaders were to address the rally
oon.
The leaders of all three pares in the ruling Maha Vikas
Aghadi, including NCP, Conress state and Shiv Sena, leadrs of the Left and democratic
arties, are to attend the rally and
ddress the meeting.
“This march is being held to
upport and expand the historic
wo month long farmers struggle
n Delhi for the repeal of the three
arm laws and for a central law to
uarantee a remunerative MSP

and procurement all over the
country,” All India Kisan
Sabha(AIKS) national president
Dr Ashok Dhawale said.
“Our main demands are that
the three anti-farmer, antipeople and pro-corporate farm
laws be repealed. We want enactment of a central law guaranteeing remunerative MSP and
procurement. We are also seeking the withdrawal the Electricity Amendment Bill, repeal the
four Labour Codes, vest all forest, temple and pasture lands etc
in the names of the tillers, and
resume the implementation of
the Mahatma Phule Loan
Waiver Scheme for farmers,
which had been suspended due
to the COVID-19 pandemic,”
Dhawale said.

Nath Kovind asks countrymen
spect valuable right to vote

igned to empower people
hould be welcomed.
Highlighting the initiatives
f the poll body, Chief Election
ommissioner, Sunil Arora said
he e-EPIC programme is the
ew beginning. On the occaon, the President also conerred the National Awards on
tate and District level officers
or their outstanding performance in the conduct of elecons in different spheres. Dr.
anbir Singh, Chief Electoral
Officer, Delhi was awarded for
onducting accessible elecons under the Best State Catgory whereas H. R. Srinivasa,
hief Electoral Officer of Bihar
was also awarded under the
ame category for election mangement. During a function in
New Delhi on the occasion of
National Voters’ Day today, he
lso launched Election
ommission’s Web Radio:
Hello Voters’ to create awareess among the voters. The
aw Minister launched the ePIC programme and distribted e-EPICs and Elector Photo
dentity Cards to five new votrs. e-EPIC, a digital version of
he Elector Photo Identity Card

can be accessed through the
Voter Helpline App and
websites.
The theme for this year’s
NVD is Making Our Voters Empowered, Vigilant, Safe and Informed. It also focuses on the
commission’s commitment towards conducting elections
safely during the COVID-19
pandemic.
The National Voters’ Day is
being celebrated today across
the country to encourage, facilitate and maximize enrolment,
especially for the new voters.
The day is celebrated on this
day every year since 2011, all
across the country to mark the
foundation day of Election
Commission of India.
The Indian Constitution
was promulgated on the 26th
of January 1950. But Article 324
of the Constitution, which created the Election Commission
of India as a constitutional
body, was among the very few
provisions that was given effect a full two months earlier on
the 26th of November 1949.
The ECI was set up on 25 January 1950 a day before India became republic.

Centre releases 13th instalment of
Rs 6,000 cr to states to meet GST
compensation shortfall

Rajnath launches revamped Galla
Portal to honour the immortal co
the fearless Gallantry Awardee
PIB
New Delhi, Jan 25:
Raksha Mantri, Rajnath
Singh launched a revamped
version of the Gallantry Awards
Portal www.gallantryawards.gov.intoday
on the eve of the Republic Day
2021. This Portal will serve as a
one-stop virtual platform to
honour the immortal contribution of the fearless Gallantry
Awardees of India. Nationwide
Quiz and ‘Selfie For
Bravehearts’ Initiatives were
also launched on the portal.
Since our nation’s independence, our brave men and
women have displayed exemplary courage and devotion for
the nation. Under the visionary
leadership of Prime Minister of
India, Shri Narendra Modi, the
Government of India has accorded topmost priority to
honour the immortal contribu-

tion of its Bravehearts for protecting the unity and integrity
of our nation. Launching of a
revamped Gallantry Awards
Portal is a key initiative undertaken in this regard.
Speaking during the launch
program, Raksha Mantri hailed
the significant role played by
the Gallantry Awardees of India in not only securing our
nation but also inspiring the
future generations of the country to contribute for protecting
our motherland. He further
stated that in the coming years,
the Gallantry Awards Portal
shall transform as an interactive, participative and dynamic
platform that shall instill a
sense of patriotism and devotion among the citizens especially the Yuva Shakti of the
nation. Recalling some of the
initiatives like the implementation of OROP and building of

National War Memorial,
Rajnath Singh said the go
ment has been doing ev
thing to acknowledge the
tributions of our veterans
martyrs.
Defence Secretary Dr
Kumar said that the revam
website has new enriched
tent, graphics and particip
features aimed towards
ebrating valour of Ar
Forces in India, to prov
wholesome experience to
user and to develop an ec
tem for honouring the co
bution of martyrs in na
building.
On the occasion of
launch of the revamped
lantry Awards Portal, a na
wide Gallantry Awards Qui
also been initiated on the
tal platform. This quiz aim
provide an opportunity t
bright minds from acros

11th National Voters’ Day celebrat
IT News
Chandel, Jan 25:
The 11th National voters’
day was celebrated today at
Chandel District. The theme of
today’s celebration was “Making our voters ’empowered,
Vigilant, Safe and Informed.
The celebration was organised
by the District Election Officer,
Chandel.
Speaking on the occasion
as the Chief Guest, Deputy
Commissioner, Chandel Shri
Mayanglambam Rajkumar said
that voting is an important
democratic exercise and is the
very back bone of democracy,
and it will be more meaning full
if the voters become more informed and vigilant. He further
said that getting voting rights
is an event in one’s life, and all
the voters should exercise their
rights with the right mindset
without letting other unwanted factors affecting their
decisions.
He further said that the

National Voters’ Day is being
celebrated by giving more
emphasis to the youths, and
the first time voters so that
they are empowered, vigilant
and well informed. While fe-

licitating the newly regis
voters of the district
asked them to exercise
voting rights with upm
diligence.
As part of today’s fun

11th National Voters’ Day o

