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SoO signatories UKLF claims firing of
Thangminlun Guite at Moreh
IT News
Imphal, Jan 24:
An armed rebel group
currently
ensuing
suspension of operation with
the government today
claimed the firing at crowded
place of Moreh yesterday
afternoon killing a 45 years
old person identified as
Thangminlun Guite and
injuring a 19 years old
workshop
mechanic.
Interestingly the deceased
Thangminlun Guite is also the
DC Technical Head Quarter
Moreh of the KNO, which is
also another signatory of the
suspension of Operation
(SoO).

CM and
others wish
on Imoinu
Iratpa Numit
IT New
Imphal, Jan 24:
Chief Minister N Biren,
Khemchand Yumnam, Speaker,
Th Bishwajit, Works Minister,
K Robindro, Deputy Speaker,
O. Lukhoi, Agriculture
Minister, Okram Henry, Social
Welfare Minister, among
others has conveyed warm
wishes and greetings to the
people of the State, especially
the Meitei community on the
joyous occasion of Ima
Emoinu Eratpa. The Chief
Ministers and others appealed
people to maintained SOP of
the COVID-19 Pandemic
instructed by the Government
while
celebrating
the
occasion. All wish the
auspicious occasion and pray
to bring happiness, prosperity
and peace among the diverse
communities of the state.

Over 15 lakh
people
vaccinated so far
Agency
New Delhi, Jan 24:
A total number of 15 lakh 82
thousand 201 people have been
administered Covid-19 vaccines in
the country so far. The Health and
Family Welfare Ministry said that
more than one lakh 91 thousand
people have been inoculated with
Covid-19 doses in the last 24
hours.
Meanwhile, the country’s
COVID-19 recovery rate reached
96.83 per cent with the total
recovery of more than 15 thousand
patients in the last 24 hours.
The Ministry said that more
than one crore three lakh patients
have already been recovered from
this disease. Covid-19 active cases
is on a declining trajectory in the
country.
Presently, the total number of
active cases in the country is one
lakh 84 thousand 408 which
comprises only 1.73 per cent of the
total positive cases.
A total number of 14 thousand
849 new cases have been reported
in the country in the past 24 hours
taking the cumulative positive
cases to over one crore six lakh.

The claim and counter
claim by the UKLF and the
KNO reveals that those
armed rebel groups under
SoO with the government of
India openly carry arms and
ammunition in public places
violating the ground rules of
the Suspension of Operation.
In its statement the
United Kuki Liberation Front
openly
claimed
that,
Thangminlun Guite was
awarded capital Punishment
for all his crime against UKLF.
The statement signed by
T. James Joint Secretary
UKLF, further stated that, On
13th Of July 2018 ,
Thangminlun Guite along
with Officer Incharge of KNA/

KNO Mr. Thenkhothang@
Thahpi had inhumanly attack
a Local Resident of Moreh
Mr. Onkholet Haokip with
Sophisticated
Weapons
along with Lethot Bombs.
The same Thangminlun
Guite
along
with
Thenkhothang had attack
UKLF Location at Electricity
Office , Moreh on 23rd
October, 2018. On 13th July
2019 , Thangminlun Guite Has
Brutally
murdered
a
Lieutenant of UKLF the
former Town Commander of
Moreh Mr. John Gangte, it
added.
The series of incident
about the assassination of
John Gangte a Lt. of United

The Annual Conference of
Manipuri Sahitya Parishad,
Jiribam (MSPJ) was held today
at JMC Multi Utility Complex
(Super Market) conference
today.
During the programme,
Sarat Thokchom attended the
seminar on the topic “Jiri da
theatre gi khongchat” and Dr.
Ibemtombi Devi spoke on the
topic “Jiri da Seireng gi
Khongchat” while Wangkhem
Saratchandra attended as a
moderator to the seminar.
MM. Ahmed, a novel
laureate of Jiribam District
felicitated
by
Mubi
Moirangthem, SP Jiribam

District for his novel work
done to translate the Urdu
novel “Umrao Jaan Adha”
into Manipuri language.
N. Budhachandra Singh
said it’s a great fortune for us
that the writers and
intellectual of Jiribam sown
the seeds of Manipuri Sahitya
Parishad at Jiribam for future
generations.
He stated that there are
few writers in Jiribam, we need
to know the value of them.
In his speech as Chief
Guest, Mubi Moirangthem, SP
Jiribam said the imagination of
poets and writers is not an
easy tasks.
He added, it was great
opportunity for him to be part
of today’s Annual Conference

of Sahitya Parishad.
He also highlighted the
historical chronicles of
Manipur regarding cultural,
religion and literatures.
Mubi Moirangthem,S.P
Jiribam; S. Khogendra Singh,
President, Manipuri Sahitya
Parishad, Jiribam; N.
Budhachandra Singh, Social
Worker; Nirmala Rajkumari,
Vice President, Progressive
Writers’ Association; Yumnam
Indrababu Singh, Expresident, Manipuri Sahitya
Forum,Assam
and
Moirangthem Prabhabati
Devi, Ex. General secretary,
Macha Leima, Jiribam Branch
attended as a Chief Guest,
President and Guests of
honour respectively.

Waste-To-Power plant will be
inaugurated soon: Minister Henry
IT News
Imphal, Jan 24:
Minister for MAHUD
Henry Okram informed that the
Waste-to-Power Plant located
at Lamdeng will be inaugurated
soon. This was announced by
him during the inspection at the
Solid Waste Management
Plant, Lamdeng, Imphal West
today.
The Minister said that the
Waste-to-Energy Plant will be
dedicated to the public soon

after due consultation with the
Chief Minister N. Biren Singh.
He mentioned that the Power
plant would be producing
600KW of electricity in the first
phase. The government has
successfully done the trial of
the power plant and the
approval from the Government
of India is awaited. The Minster
also said that the government
will also set up a mini Solid
Waste Management Plant
nearby so that more waste can
be
treated
and
use

resourcefully.
During the visit, Shri Henry
Okram heard the grievances and
problems faced by the people
residing in and around Lamdeng
area. He assured that the
government will do the needful
at the earliest.
Director MAHUD Th.
Harikumar, OSD Imphal Smart
City Plan, other officials of the
department and representatives
of the local clubs accompanied
the Minister during the
inspection.

‘Flame On A Hill: A Collection
Of Stories’ released
IT News
Imphal, Jan 24:
The Naga Scholars’
Association
(NSA)
in
collaboration with Bibliophile
South Asia organized an online
book release function for
Shelmi sankhil’s debut-book,
titled ‘FLAME ON A HILL: A
COLLECTION OF STORIES’
on Saturday. The book was
released by Dr. Lorho S. Pfoze,
sitting Member of Parliament in
the Lok Sabha for Outer
Constituency, Manipur.
The author of book Shelmi
Sankhil stated that the book is
a collection of stories which

can be clubbed into three
categories with overlaps:
historical fiction, memoir, and
short story. Sankhil further
stated that although the tribe
of principal focus in this
collection is Lamkang tribe,
these stories can be taken as
representing the people of
Chandel. The shared cultural
heritage and overlapping
territories of the tribes of
Chandel allow for that
extension.
The event was moderated
by Senganglu Thaimei,
Assistant Professor of
English, Miranda House, and
had speeches from Dr. Pfoze

No Society Possible Without
Women: Minister Rajen

Kuki Liberation Front on July
13, 2019 as claimed and
Thangminlen Guite a DC of
KNO/KNA yesterday by the
UKLF show that both Kuki
National Organization/ Kuki
National Army and United
Kuki Liberation Front are
operating at Moreh beyond
their designated Camp by
carrying weapons without
following the Ground Rules
to be followed after the
signing of the Suspension of
Operation (SoO).
The government is not
circulating any comments in
connection with the violation
ground rules by UGs
currently ensuing the
Suspension of Operation.

MSPJ annual conference held
IT Correspondent
Jiribam, Jan. 24:
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and Mr. Ashok Butani, the
publisher, before the author
read a few passages from the
book. In his welcome note, Dr.
Zuchamo Yanthan, the
president of the NSA,
emphasized the importance of
the book for understanding
one of the least understood
Naga communities in Manipur,
and congratulated the author
for writing a book that will not
only introduce the historical
experiences of the Lamkang
people, but also of the Chandel
Naga tribes as a whole. The
event concluded with a vote of
thanks from the rapporteur, Dr.
K.K. Loung Nathan

IT News
Imphal, Jan 24:
Education Minister S. Rajen
Singh has said that no society
will exist without women. Rajen
was speaking as Chief Guest at
the occasion of the observance
of National Girl Child Day, 2021,
at the auditorium of Tribal
Research
Centre,
Chingmeirong, Imphal, today.
He said that the tradition of
gender discrimination existing in
the country is
quite
unfortunate. Understanding the
prolonged
system
of
discrimination against the girl
child which has been existing
in the country, the present
government has introduced
many welfare schemes and
protective acts for the welfare
of girl child and women. Many
frontline NGOs and civil
organizations have also played
a vital role to promote and
protect the status and rights of
girl child and women.

The
nationwide
observance of National Girl
Child Day itself is a message to
the public to understand the
importance of promotion and
protection of girl child and
women in our society. He said
that we should stop
discrimination against girl child.
Sex determination during
pregnancy is also made illegal.
Social welfare, education and
health department need to work
hand in hand in order to uplift
the status of women in the
society.
Minister Rajen also
maintained that girls are in no
way inferior to boys. There are
a good number of examples that
girls excels more than boys. The
concept of underestimating
girls should be dropped. We all
should take care of them. Caring
steps have also been taken up
by the government for children
right from pregnancy period.
This is because of their being
our future pillars, he added.

Speaking as functional
president, social welfare minister
Okram Henry Singh said that
even if there is a guaranteed
gender equality between men
and women the concept of
underestimating girl child seems
still persist. It’s time to work
together to remove the very
concept of gender preference. He
also appealed all the concerned
organizations working for the
welfare of girl child and women
to cooperate with the initiatives
of the government.
Gifts were also distributed
to the representatives of NGOs
and Civil organizations as a part
of the observance of National
Girl Child Day.
Director, Social Welfare
Department, Ng. Uttam Singh,
officials from social welfare
department, representatives
from NGOs and Children homes
and others also attended at the
occasion. The observance was
organized by the Social Welfare
Department, Manipur.

National Girl Child Day
Observation at Senapati
IT News
Senapati, Jan 24:
The Free Style Open Group
Dance Competition concluded
today while observing the
National Girl Child Day 2021 at
Multipurpose Hall, Senapati
under the theme “Awake and
Acknowledge Girls” which was
jointly organised by the District
Administration and ICDS Cell,
Senapati.
In today’s event, Th.
Kirankumar, IAS, Deputy
Commissioner, Senapati stated
that everyone must encourages
the girls child to various
activities she likes. He also
stated also stated that Senapati
district is one of the places
where women empowerment
can be clearly seen. Celebrating
all across the state and country,
he applauded everyone for their
presence on this auspicious
day National Girl Child Day.
Despite the embedded society
of preferring boy child over girl
child, he said that education is
the only way to tackle. He said
that by having proper
education, various form of
ignorance will be liberated. If a
girl child is saved during her
upbringing, then the whole
society can be saved later, he

added. He therefore appealed
people present in today’s event
to look forward positively and
take up more activities. He also
appealed them to take more
precaution on COVID- 19
because education system is
resuming soon in which women
and girls were asked to take the
leads.
Miranda Zimik, District
Programme Officer, ICDS Cell,
Senapati while addressing his
speech stated that National Girl
Child Day is celebrated every
year on this day which was
started by the Ministry of Child
and Women Development,
Government of India in the year
2008 with the main objective of
raising awareness on the issue
of declining Child Sex Ratio
(CSR). She said that various
programmes such as Speech
competition,
Drawing

competition, Choreography
competition, Women volleyball
competition and singing
competition had been taken up.
She mentioned that the
Senapati district has got the
National Award for effective
engagement of community and
National Recognition for
innovative Approach in the
implementation of Beti Bachao
Beti Padhao programme.
In today’s event, 24 teams
participated in the Free Style
Open Group Dance Competition
in which A Star from Kavanam
stood in the first position
followed by Black Flickers
Maram Khullen Khullakpa
Sagai in the second and Little
Star from Rikhumai Taphou in
the third. The programme was
attended DLO’s, churches
leader and various society
leaders.

Imphal Times

Page No.

2

Equal to All Less Than none

Bringing Equality for Women in Armed Forces
By: Dr. Ajay Kumar, Defence Secretary
While the entry of women in Indian Defence Forces has been there
to different degrees since British
India days, their roles were more related to nursing and Medical Officers, or to look after the troops, families and public during deployment.
However, women did not have
equality due to concerns within
some sections of the Indian Armed
Forces regarding physiology, motherhood and physical attributes.
Government recognized women
as proud and essential members of
the Indian Defence forces and the
potential they bring in. Therefore,
in last six years, government has
taken several steps to bring in more
opportunities for women in Indian
Defence forces as well as create
equality in service conditions of
women and men. Today, women are
greatly empowered within the Indian Defence Forces, whether it is
the Indian Army, Indian Navy or the
Indian Air Force. This is consistent
with the vision of the Government
captured in the words of the Defence Minister Shri Rajnath Singh,
“The Government of India is working to strengthen the ‘Stree Shakti’
in our Armed Forces and we stand

committed to move forward in this
direction.”
Post-independence, the Induction of women officers into the Indian Army through Women Special
Entry Scheme (WSES) started in
1992. In February 2019, Army
granted a permanent commission to
women officers in eight streams
viz.Signals,
Engineers,
Army Aviation, Army Air Defence,
Electronics and Mechanical
Engineers , Army Service
Corps, Army Ordnance Corps and
Intelligence. Earlier it was granted
in 2008 for JAG and AEC streams.
The Government has also made
sure that differing conditions of
service for women officers and their
men counterparts are removed.
Women in Indian Army are leading
from the front.
Even in Indian Navy, while permanent commission to women was
approved with effect from 2008 in
the Education Branch, Law and Naval Constructors Cadres the same
has been implemented only in October 2020 due to certain litigation in
the Courts. As a result, for the first
time, 41 women have been granted
permanent commission based on

New Women Officers at OTA Chennai
merit. In fact, the permanent commission in Indian Navy is now available for practically all branches of
Indian Navy. Not only grant of permanent commission, enhanced opportunities for women officers have
been created by Government viz.first woman officer as a Naval pilot
for the Dornier Aircraft selected in
December 2019, two women Observer officers have been streamed
into Sea king helicopters in Septem-

ber 2020 for the first time, four
women officers have been appointed to serve onboard IN ships,
one woman officer has been
streamed into Remotely Piloted Aircraft for the first time and Navika
Sagar Parikrama, the first ever Indian circumnavigation of the globe
by all-women crew on Indian Navy
sailing vessel INSV Tarini was conducted in 2017-2018. The expedition
showcased women power in naval

field.
The first batch of women officers in IAF were inducted in 1993. The
first batch of women pilots in the
transport and helicopter streams
were commissioned in December
1994.
However, IAF opened all
branches for women in 2016. As a
result, India got its first women
fighter pilots in June 2016 breaking
glass ceiling. As of September 2020,
there are 1,875 female officers in the
IAF including 10 fighter pilots and
18 Navigators.
Several women in IAF has made
the country proud with their
achievements. On 29 May 2019,
Flight Lieutenant Bhawana Kanth
became the first woman fighter pilot
to be operational by day and night.
The Sarang Formation Aerobatic
Display team had its first woman pilot in Flight Lieutenant Dipika
Mishra.
In May 2019, Flight Lieutenant
Parul Bharadwaj, Flying Officer
Aman Nidhi and Flight Lieutenant
Hina Jaiswal became the first “all
woman” crew to fly an IAF aircraft.
Squadron Leader Minty Agarwal, a
fighter controller, earned a YudhSeva

Medal for her role in foiling the
enemy’s designs in the skies over
Kashmir in 2019. Wing Commander
Asha Jyotirmai holds the record for
having the largest number of para
jumps in the country.
The Government opened admission to girls in Sainik School in 2017.
Sainik School, Chhingchhip,
Mizoram became the first Sainik
School to admit girls for the academic session 2018-19. Girl Cadets
actively participated in all activities
be it sports or academics and they
excelled in all the activities.
Five other schools, viz. Sainik
School Bijapur and Sainik School
Kodagu in Karnataka; Sainik School
Chandrapur in Maharashtra; Sainik
School Ghorakhal in Uttarakhand
and Sainik School Kalikiri in Andhra
Pradesh were asked to start admitting girls from 2020-21 and the rest
of the Sainik Schools from the academic session 2021-22.
As a result of these steps by
Government, gender bias against
women officers in Indian Defence
forces is set right. More women are
today getting into Defence Forces
and serving the nation and making
the country proud.

Autonomous District Council in North East India
INTRODUCTION
The North-East India, home to
numerous diverse ethnic groups and
located strategically with borders
with Bhutan, China, Myanmar and
Bangladesh, has seen much violence
and bloodshed over the past few
decades. These include insurgencies
in Nagaland, Mizoram, Manipur,
Tripura and Mizoram and growth of
militant groups in Meghalaya. In addition there are conflicts and confrontations over land use and control as
well as issues of language, identity
formation, demographic change and
minority and majoritarian relations.
Alienation, mis-governance and corruption as well as underdevelopment
are common frustrations in the region
which is one of the richest regions in
terms of natural and mineral resources in India. But to day maximum
of insurgency groups are in the peace
process execept some of the major
insurgency groups of Manipur.
To tackle the problems of this
unique area and safeguard the democratic traditions and cultural diversity
of its people, the framers of the Constitution conceived of the instrument
of tribal self-rule. This stands embodied in the Sixth Schedule of the Indian Constitution. This Schedule was
drafted by a Sub-Committee on
North-East Frontier of the Constituent Assembly headed by Gopinath
Bardoloi, the then Premier of Assam.
The effort was to accommodate the
collective aspirations of tribal communities within the broader framework of a democratic political system
characterized by centralized powers,
in a situation characterized by a mix
of apprehension, confusion and
hope in the days immediately preceding the adoption of the Indian Constitution.
The North -East India consists of
eight states – Assam, Arunachal
Pradesh, Manipur, Meghalaya,
Mizoram, Nagaland, Tripura and
Sikkim covering more than eight percent of the total geographical area
and 4 percent of the total population
of the country. A large part of the
North - East India is governed by the
Fifth and Sixth Schedules of the Indian Constitution. The Panchayats
(Extension to the schedule areas) Act,
1996 extends the 73rd Amendment:
to the Fifth Schedule areas. Three
states viz. Mizoram, Nagaland and
Meghalaya are exempted from the

purview of the 73rd Amendment.
The Sixth Schedule envisages
establishment of Autonomous District Councils (ADCs). These councils have been given Legislative,
Administrative and Judicial powers
under the Sixth Schedule. No law of
the Centre or the State in respect of
the legislative powers conferred on
the Autonomous District Councils
could be extended to those areas without their prior approval. The district
councils are also empowered to constitute Village councils and also Village courts.
While the ADCs have the advantage of legislative powers which the
Panchayats do not have, the Councils unlike Panchayats do not have
provision for reservation for women,
and powers such as social forestry
management.
Articles 244(2) and 275(1) Sixth Schedule - Provisions for administration of Tribal Areas in the
States of :
Assam: The North Cachar Hills
District Council and The Karbi
Anglong District Council. Elections
to the Bodoland Territorial Council
(BTC) also formed under Sixth Schedule have been held.
Meghalaya: Khasi Hills District
Council, Jaintia Hills District Council
and Garo Hills District Council.
Tripura: Tripura Tribal Areas
Autonomous District Council.
Mizoram: The Chakma District
Council, The Mara District Council
and The Lai District Council.
The District Councils comprise of
30 members for a term of five years.
The Governor of the state is empowered to nominate not more than four
members to the Council while the others are elected on the basis of adult
suffrage. The Chief Executive Member (CEM), the Chairman and the
deputy Chairman of the Council are
elected from the members and the
CEM selects the other executive
members. There are different internal
rules for different Autonomous District Councils. In some council like
Mara in Mizoram, the electorates are
eligible adults (anyone above 18
years) but in others like Karbi
Anglong right of access to traditional
lands and length of stay in the region are regarded as a qualifying criterion for being included in the voters list for the ADCs.
The Sixth Schedule contains pro-
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visions as to the administration of
tribal areas in the state of Assam,
Meghalaya, Tripura and Mizoram.
The aim of the Sixth Schedule was to
protect hill and other tribal communities from the control and power of
the groups and the plains. The process of protection began with the
formation of the first District Councils in Assam, as far back as 1951.
The Sixth Schedule provisions are
regarded as a mini-Constitution
within the main Constitution but the
whole Schedule needs a close look
to remove flaws, contradictions and
shortcomings. Earlier, Arunachal
Pradesh was also part of the Sixth
Schedule and administered by the
Governor of Assam as the agent of
the President.
The North-East with its large
number of tribal groups and newly
emerging educated elites has a peculiar political history. Most of these
communities had self-governing village councils and tribal chiefdoms even
during late British period. Nation and
state formation was absent and even
in the most advanced area of the region, then Assam, the economy was
run by the British. But the effort
should be to give all States the opportunities provided by the 73rd and 74th
Constitutional Amendments. This
should be done by safeguarding their
traditions, without tampering with
their essential rights and giving each
state the chance to use its own nomenclature for such systems of governance, with local acceptance.
Over the past decades, the systems of local-governance promoted
under the Sixth Schedule have been
seeking to guarantee political dominance for backward groups, better
local governance at the community
level, better economic development
and ethnic security for those who feel
threatened by large scale influx of illegal migrants and even shelters from
other parts of India. There is a long
list of subjects and powers as far as
District Councils in the four states
under the Sixth Schedule under Articles 244 (2) and 275 (I). The list includes allotment, occupation or use,
or setting apart, of land, the regulation of jhum (shifting cultivation),
establishment of village or town committees or councils and their powers
as well as administration, flood control, trade and commerce, town and
village police.
History
The administration of the Tribal
Areas of the Northeastern region,
which were earlier known as ‘Back-

ward Tracts, has a history of its own.
The Grant of the Diwany of Bengal
to the East India Company in 1765 by
Shah Alam II, secured for the East
India Company “superintendence of
all revenues” in the Presidency of
Bengal. Even prior to the taking over
of the territories formerly administered under the East India Company
by the British sovereign in 1858, following the Sepoy Mutiny of 1857, the
making of laws was entrusted to the
Governor General-in-Council by the
Government of India Acts of 1833 and
1853. These statutes allowed laws to
be made directly (or the areas which
were earlier under the authority of the
East India Company.
In the subsequent years, many
Acts and Regulations were passed
which affected the Northeastern region in diverse ways-like the Inner
Line Regulation of 1873, the Scheduled Districts ACL 1874, the Government of India Acts, 1919 and 1935.
Under the scheme of Provincial Autonomy, the hill areas the then province of Assam fell into two categories, viz., the Excluded and Partially
Excluded Areas, as scheduled in the
Order-in-Council under the Government of India Act 1935. The main concern of the administration at that period of time was more static than dynamic. Thus, the administrative insulation contributed to the prolongation of backwardness of the Northeastern region especially the areas
predominantly inhabited by the tribal
people. The British did everything
possible to check the emotional;‘ integration between the tribal’s and
non-tribal for the evolution of a spirit
of common identity superseding ethnic diversities. There were even abortive attempts at keeping the Northeastern tribal areas outside the Indian Dominion when the Indian Independence Act of 1947 was being
passed by the British Parliament.
But, in free India, under the inspiring leadership of Jawaharlal
Nehru, the policy of winning the confidence of the tribal people and promoting closer contacts and
intercourses between the tribal’s and
non-tribal’s, ensuring the protection
of interests of the tribal’s in their lands
and autonomy to shape their lives as
they desire, was followed. In the
Constituent Assembly, Jawaharlal
Nehru moved the historic: objectives
Resolution which was adopted on 22
January 1947. These objectives have
actually shaped the making of the
Constitution. This Resolution proclaimed that India would be an Inde-

pendent Sovereign Democratic Republic wherein, inter-alia, “adequate
safeguards shall be provided for the
minorities, backward and tribal areas,
depressed and other backward

classes”
.

When the Indian Constitution
was adopted, it envisaged strong
democratic institutions at the grassroot level as well as concerning the
affairs of the tribal communities. Consequently, democratic decentralization and establishment of Panhayati
Raj became one of the Directive Principles of State Policy. However, in the
case of the Tribal Areas in the country, especially those in the Northeast,
there are certain specific provisions
provided in the Constitution. The
Constitution makers also recognized
the necessity of a separate political
and administrative structure for the
Hill Tribal Areas of the erstwhile province of Assam by enacting the Sixth
Schedule to the Constitution of India. In doing so, they were broadly
guided by three major considerations:
(i) The necessity to maintain the
distinct customs. Socio-economic
and political culture of the tribal
people of the region and to ensure
autonomy of the tribal people and to
preserve their identities.
(ii) The necessity to prevent their
economic and social exploitation by
the more advanced neighboring
people of the plains;
(iii) To allow the tribal people Lo
develop and administer themselves
according to their own genius.
An Advisory Committee on Fundamental Rights of Minorities in
Tribal Areas was constituted by the
Constituent Assembly in India. One
of the sub-committees constituted by
the Advisory Committee was the
Northeast Frontier (Assam) Tribal
and Excluded Areas Subcommittee
under the chairmanship of Gopinath
Bordoloi, The Sub-Committee visited
the tribal areas in the then composite
State of Assam and interacted with
the representatives of the hill people
in order to formulate a model administrative set up for these areas within
the State of Assam. When the SubCommittee studied the problems of
the tribal people of the region, it realized that these areas needed protection and safeguard so that they might
be able to preserve their way of life
and at the same time participate in
political life of the country along with
others. it also noted the existence of
the traditional tribal self-governing
institutions which functioned demo-

cratically and settled their disputes
in accordance with their own customs
and traditions. The Sub-Committee
Sought to evolve a system by which
it could be possible to remove the
apprehensions of the tribal people,
simple and backward as they were,
so that they might not be exploited,
subjugated and oppressed by the
more advanced people.
The recommendations of the
Sub-Committee were incorporated in
the Sixth Schedule to the Constitution. The idea behind the Sixth Schedule was to provide the tribal people
with a simple and inexpensive administration of their own, so that they
could safeguard their own customs,
traditions, culture, etc., and to provide them maximum autonomy in the
management of their tribal affairs. The
Subcommittee in particular, appreciated that the tribal people were particularly sensitive about their land.
forest, traditional system of justice
and social customs.
In acceptance of the recommendations of this Sub-Committee, the
Sixth Schedule to the Constitution of
India was adopted. This provided for
the Constitution of the Autonomous
District Councils (Autonomous District Councils) in certain hills districts
of the then composite State of Assam.
Sixth Schedule and Ethnicity in
North-East
The prolonged turmoil in the NorthEast is rooted in two causes; (a) the
question of ethnic/cultural identity,
which is perceived to be threatened by
encroachment/infiltration by people of
other ethnic/cultural groups from
within and outside the region and the
country; and (2) the persistence of economic backwardness.
Creation of smaller & ethnic
states does not seem to have led towards elimination of either of these
causes. In any case the viability of
more new states in the region is extremely doubtful. The experiments
with Autonomous District Councils
have also not yielded the desired results. Such a step has so far not received the favor of either the ruling
politicians or the agitation leaders
demanding greater autonomy or
separate states. Some kind of competitive ethnicity, real and contrived,
is frittering away the energy of
people, besides encouraging fragmentation and social distancing.
There is a need for relook. There is
no justification now of ADC in
Meghalaya and Mizoram. It seems
waste of resources.
(contd. on page 4)
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Times Network contemplates legal
action in BARC TRP scam

IT Correspondent
Mumbai, Jan 24:

The Times Network intends to initiate appropriate
proceedings against the individual perpetrators of the Television Rating Points (TRP)
fraud as per provisions of
criminal and civil laws.
Bennett Coleman & Company Ltd. (BCCL) on Saturday
released a statement regarding
the suspected large scale manipulation of TRP, The parent
company of Times Network
stated that it “found significant
abnormalities in Market wise
ratings of that channel clearly
indicating ground level tampering and/ or deliberate intervention at the raw data level”.
The statement has also
been released on Times Now
twitter. The statement is:
Bennett Coleman & Company
Ltd. (BCCL) is a subscriber of
viewership data from Broadcast Audience Research Council (BARC), for its Channels
including “Times Now” operating under Times Network.
Since 2017 and specially
after the launch of Republic
TV, in May 2017, BCCL/ Times
Network suspected large scale
manipulation of ratings pertaining to illegal usage of mul-

tiple
logical
channel
numbers(LCNs) and out of
Electronic programming
guides (EPGs) placement by
Republic TV. We also found
significant abnormalities in
market wise ratings of that
channel clearly indicating
ground level tampering and/ or
deliberate intervention at the
raw data level to favour them.
Times Network repeatedly
complained about these irregularities to BARC for almost
2 years but got no resolution
as the complaints routinely resulted in stock replies.
The press statement of
Joint Commissioner (Crimes) of
Mumbai Police on 25 December .2020, as part of the ongoing investigation into the
BARC TRP scam, made it clear
that proof had been unearthed
exposing manipulation by
BARC officials for the benefit
of Republic TV in 2017/18. As
per BARC’s Forensic Audit of
July 2020, as well as the multiple email and WhatsApp
chats of that period, which has
been accessed by Mumbai
Police, it is now clear that
Times Now’s TRPs were indeed manually reduced by
BARC officials headed by
Partho Dasgupta and Romil
Ramgarhia before publishing,

with the intention to give undue advantage to Republic TV
in the English News Genre and
thereby fraudulently declare
Republic TV as No.1, even
when Times Now was consistently higher by a large margin
and was the undisputed leader
of the Genre.
BARC’s culpability is compounded in that even after
unearthing
this
gross
misreporting of an entire Genre
for a protracted period vide
the Forensic Audit Report of
July 2020, leading to significant
Financial distress for Times
Network, BARC’s present
Management and Board kept
this matter under wraps and
took no action against any of
the perpetrators other than
asking some of the errant officials to silently resign.
The inaction as far as we
can see is systemic and deliberate, as had it not been for the
Mumbai Police investigators
who stumbled upon this report
in December 2020, BARC had
no intention in the first place
to either inform us as affected
party or penalise the fraudulent broadcaster. This constitutes moral turpitude, breach
of trust and puts a question
on Code of conduct and Ethical standards of the present

BARC Board and Management. It is worth pondering as
to whether such a Board and
Management can indeed preside over a system which puts
out ratings that impact ad
spends worth over Rs. 30000
Crore per annum and impacts
the livelihoods of thousands
of employees engaged in the
Broadcast sector.
Multiple attempts from
Times Network to get an official statement of explanation
from BARC in the last few
weeks has been rebuffed.
Due to this unacceptable
and unpardonable act of
BARC, Times Network has
suffered huge financial losses
and irreparable damage to its
reputation/ goodwill. Times
Network/ BCCL is contemplating all possible legal actions
against BARC for nonredressal of its grievances, as
available in law for wrongful
loss caused. Times Network
also intends to initiate appropriate proceedings against the
individual perpetrators of the
fraud as per provisions of
Criminal and Civil laws. The
reaction of BARC could not be
obtained since when contacted telephonically no member was available to offer comments.

Republic Day parade full dress rehearsal held
IT News
Imphal, Jan 24 :
In connection with the Republic Day Celebration, 2021 in
the state, full dress rehearsal of
the RepublicDay parade was
held today at Imphal. Around 27
uniform contingents and one
cultural troupe take part in
yesterday’s full dress rehearsal.
It may be mentioned that
unlike the previous years and
due to Covid 19 Pandemic,
Schools, Colleges and Civil Society/Association will not take
part in the march past parade
however, tableaux of various

government departments will be
display.
Hon’ble Governor of
Manipur Dr. Najma Heptulla will
grace the 72nd Republic Day
Celebrations as Chief Guest and
unfurled the National Flag and
take the salute of the march past
at historic Kangla, Imphal.
Parade Commander will be
Jugeshore Sharma, MPS, Commandant of 10 IRB while Guard
of Honour Commander will be
Reena Haobam, MPS, Dy CO-7
MR.
This year, Parade will starts
from 1st MR parade ground and
comes to Raj Bhavan Gate

through Jail road and moves towards Kangla Western Gates
along the National Highway and
Kangla Moat. On reaching the
LIC building, parade turns right
towards the East along National
Highway and comes up to North
AOC. Parade then turns right
again and enters Kangla
through the Northern Gate and
comes up to the saluting base
at Kangla. After saluting, the
parade moves towards Southern Gate of Kangla and exit
Kangla. The parade then turns
right near Chief Minister’s Bungalow and moves towards
BSNL office. Parade after reach-

ing BSNL office will turn right
and enter 1st MR Parade
Ground through the road next
to BSNL office and CID office.
Earlier public used to enter
Kangla from the Western gate.
But this year, public may be allowed to enter from the Kangla
Southern Gate and view the parade about 50 metres south of
VIP Pandal on the western side
of the road.
Later, vote of thanks to the
participants of March Past will
be propose by Hon’ble Chief
Minister, Manipur at 1st Bn.
Manipur Rifles Parade Ground,
Imphal.

HM Amit Shah attends first BTR Accord
Day celebration at Kokrajhar in Assam
Agency
Kokrajhar, Jan 24:
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah has said that due to the efforts of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, a new era of development
and peace has prevailed in
Bodoland Territorial Region. Addressing the the opening ceremony of the 1st BTR ( Bodoland
Territorial Region)Accord Day celebration at Kokrajhar inAssam,the
Home minister said, that once the
region was known for terror and
bloodshed, this area will now become the most developed area of
the state.
Modi is committed for the

IT Correspondent
Pune, Jan 24:
An assistant manager of
HDFC Bank of its Apte Road
branch and her relative was arrested on charges of stealing
mortgaged gold ornaments
worth Rs 40.63 lakh from the
locker of a customer on Saturday.
The arrested bank employee
has been identified as Kiran
Dhotre (24) residing at Model
Colony and her relative as
Deepak Dhawale (25). They have
been remanded to police custody till 27 January by the judicial magistrate (first class), Pune.
The accused allegedly committed the crime between 08 January-11 January 2021. They were
arrested by the Deccan police,
based on the complaint lodged
by HDFC Bank Gold Loan Area
Operation mortgage department
managerAtul Ghaware (44), a resident of Laxminagar at Parvati.
Based on his complaint, a
FIR was registered against Kiran
Dhotre and her brother-in-law
Deepak Dhawale at the Deccan
police station. They have been
booked under section 381 (theft

School Responsibilities & Duties of Students for Success in Life

By: Vijay GarG
Student life is the happiest
and the most crucial period in
the life of a person. It is not
just about attending classes in
a course and working hard to
attain an appropriate level of
mastery of a subject under the
guidance of an instructor. Student life is a phase where a
person acquires the values of
hard work for better grades,
discipline, punctuality, teamwork, unity, and more, and
strive to become a successful
and good human being. It is a
period of time that shapes an
individual and prepares them
to face the upcoming challenges of life with courage and
strength.
As learners, students play
a crucial and active role in education. They involve and interact with students and teach-

Schools are not allowed to discriminate among students on
the basis of race, color, national origin, et cetera.
Disability rights: –
Schools cannot discriminate
among people with disabilities,
nor can they deny them equal
access to academic courses,
health services, school technologies, and more.
With great powers come
great responsibilities. With
rights come duties. Students
are the future of a nation, and
it is important for the teachers
and parents to groom and nurture the kids in a manner that
they grow up to become responsible and able leaders.
Thus, apart from being entrusted with rights, students
are entrusted with responsibilities and duties that they are
expected to perform and help
in the development of society.
Charity begins at home,
and school is the second home
of students. Every student has
some responsibilities towards
the institutions they are
studying in. They are given
duties to perform, which they
are expected to discharge efficiently.
Some of the roles and responsibilities of students in
classroom management are:

Being in their best of behaviors: An educational environment is required to ensure
that the students get access
to excellent education. But, for
that environment to exist, they
are expected to comply with
behavioral expectations and
display values of politeness,
kindness, compassion, and respect.
Meeting academic expectations: Students are required
to meet the academic expectations by creating a collaborative learning environment and
displaying values of teamwork
and unity.
Being respectful and punctual: By being respectful, students contribute to a quality
learning environment and reduce disruptions and disciplinary actions. Students are
also supposed to be punctual.
Being late for class creates a
negative impact on their
grades. Thus, it is crucial for
students to maintain discipline
in the classroom.
Besides performing duties
towards their class, students
play an important role in managing their school.
Students play a crucial role
in managing their schools and
classrooms. But, that is not
enough for them. Ultimately,

development of North East and
also did all measures to put an
end the era of violence in the
region. He said that a peaceful
region is required for achieve the
development. The Home Minister mentioned that Mr. Modi
took step to stop terrorism in
Jammu and Kashmir.
He said Jammu and Kashmir witnessed violence free
Panchayat polls recently. Mr.
Shah further said that a slew of
development measures have
been taken for the development
of the BTR as promised earlier.
He said that 500 crore rupees
have been sanctioned for the
road development in BTR .

Shah assured that the Bodo
language and culture and political rights of Bodo people will be
preserved. He criticized the Congress for not fulfilling any promises for BTR region.
Chief Minister Sarbananda
Sonowal said that the government will fulfill all the clauses of
the BTR Accord.
The BTR Chief expressed
gratitude and thanked the Centre for signing the BTR Accord
and bringing faster development in the region. He urged the
government to recover all the illegal arms at the BTR .The BTR
accord was signed last year on
27th of January in New Delhi.

A bank manager nabbed on charges of
stealing customer’s mortgaged ornaments

Career Guidance
ers, participate in classroom
discussions, and act in a receptive manner. With changing times, the role of learners
in education has got subverted from a facilitator to a
task monitor. They collect materials for learning and assignments, check on their study
times, put back materials at
their respective places after
using them, and more. Developing excellent communication skills, being friendly and
polite, and making practical
applications of what they learn
are some of the major roles that
students play as learners in
education.
A school is the second
home of a student. Students
spend a significant portion of
their lives in schools apart from
what parents teach them at
home. Therefore, to ensure
that they remain safe and
healthy, they have been entrusted with various rights.
Some of the rights of students in schools and classrooms are:
Speech rights: – Students
cannot be punished for exercising free speech rights, even
if school administrators do not
approve of what they are saying.
Immigrant rights: –

3

students are expected to come
out of their comfort zones as
able leaders and contribute
towards the development of
the society they are living in.
The various responsibilities of students towards their
school and society are:
Eradicate literacy by using
their acquired skills, and teach
others to read and write. One
way of achieving this goal can
be actively participating in literary campaigns organized by
schools and imparting mass
education.
Work with the teachers and
other staff members of the
school to uplift the socially
and economically disadvantaged groups, blind children,
and orphans.
Be sensitive towards their
environment, and devise ways
to protect their environment
from pollution, fight energy
crisis, and more. Some ways of
doing this are keeping their
localities and school clean and
tidy, practice reuse, recycle,
and reduce, et cetera.
Students are the future of
their nation, and it is important
for them to actively participate
in the cultural, social, political,
and economic affairs, striving
to be the change they wish to
see around themselves.

by clerk or servant or property in
possession of master) and 409
(criminal breach of trust by public servant or banker, merchant
or agent) of the Indian Penal
Code (IPC).
According to police, a customer had taken a gold loan from
the bank and had kept his gold
ornaments as a mortgage against
the loan. These ornaments were
kept in the secure locker. Kiran
was working as the assistant
manager and was responsible for
the locker section in the bank.
She stole the ornaments from the
locker on 08 January, but her act
was captured in the CCTV cameras installed inside the bank.
Hence the bank officials

lodged a complaint at Deccan
police station and Assistant Police Inspector Shilpa Lambe and
Police Sub-Inspector Shinde began investigation in the matter.
Kiran was apprehended by
police and upon interrogation
she revealed that the stolen ornaments were handed over to her
relative Deepak Dhawale. Further
investigation revealed that
Dhawale and Kiran had already
sold off some of the ornaments.
Police managed to recover gold
ornaments weighing 770 gram
and Rs 8 lakh cash from the possession of the duo. API Lambe is
probing the case under the guidance of Senior Police Inspector
Murlidhar Karpe.

Manipur Industrial Development
Corporation Limited
(A GOVERNMENT OF MANIPUR UNDERTAKING)
INDUSTRIAL ESTATE TAKYELPAT, POST BOX NO. 46
IMPHAL-796001 (MANIPUR)

NOTICE NO. MANIDCO/IDC/RD&PR/TN/20/06
Imphal, the 23rd January, 2021
The Executive Engineer, Division-IV (Civil), MANIDCO
Ltd., Manipur on behalf of Chairman, MANIDCO Ltd. invites
item rate tender from eligible contractors of MANIDCO Ltd.,
Manipur for 12 (twelve) nos. of works under SPMRM, NRuM,
Saikul Cluster costing below Rupees 1.00 (one) crore each at
Kangpokpi District, Manipur.
The procurement office is Executive Engineer, DivisionIV (Civil), MANIDCO Ltd., Manipur. The tender details and
documents shall be available from 27/01/2021 to 29/01/2021 at
the office of Executive Engineer, Division-IV (Civil),
MANIDCO Ltd., Manipur during office hours.
Last Date of Bid Submission : 30/01/2021 upto 12:30 p.m.
Date of Opening Bid
: 3:30 p.m. of 30/01/2021
Venue
: Office of the Executive
Engineer, Division-IV
(Civil), MANIDCO Ltd.,
Industrial Estate Takyelpat,
Imphal West, Manipur.
Sd/Executive Engineer-IV (Civil)
MANIDCO Ltd.

NAME CHANGE
I, the undersigned , do hereby declare that I, have renounced, relinquished and abandoned the use of old name
Ningombam Kelvin as I have assumed my new name Kelvin
Singh Ningombam.
Sd/Kelvin Singh Ningombam
S/o (Late) N. Shyamkeshor Singh
Kongpal Kongkham Leikai,
Imphal East, Manipur

NAME CHANGE
I, the undersigned , do hereby declare that I, have renounced, relinquished and abandoned the use of old name
Ningombam (O) Jamuna Devi as I have assumed my new name
Thokchom Jamuna Devi.
Sd/Thokchom Jamuna Devi
W/o (Late) N. Shyamkeshor Singh
Kongpal Kongkham Leikai
Imphal East. Manipur
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Amit Shah launched ‘Ayushman CAPF’ scheme
for personnel and dependents of Central Armed
Police Forces during a function in Guwahati
PIB
New Delhi, Jan 24:
The Union Home Minister
Shri Amit Shah today launched
the ‘Ayushman CAPF’ scheme
for personnel and dependents
of the Central Armed Police
Forces during a function in
Guwahati, Assam. On this occasion, Shri Amit Shah presented Ayushman CAPF beneficiary e-health cards to some
officers and personnel of the
CAPFs.
In his address on this occasion, Shri Amit Shah said the
Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modi is committed to serve and
take care of those serving the
country and making our soldiers Ayushman is the priority
of the Modi Government. Today we are also celebrating
Parakram Diwas to mark 125th
birthday of Netaji Subhash
Chandra Bose. Prime Minister
Shri Narendra Modi has decided that from now on, the
country will celebrate January
23 as Parakram Diwas. He said
today the Ayushman CAPF
scheme is being started for the
healthcare of the brave jawans
of the CAPFs and their families.
There cannot be a better day to
start this scheme than today.
The Union Home Minister
said whether it is internal security or border security, our
Jawans stand guard with valour
and dedication. I believe that
soldiers who are serving our
motherland should not be worried about their families. It is our
responsibility to take care of
their families. We have taken
many steps to ease their problems and make their lives easier.

PM Modi’s Ayushman Bharat
is one such scheme that is being extended to all CAPF personnel and their families today.
Amit Shah said the Modi
Government has solved a problem of the CAPF personnel and
that is related to the healthcare
of their families. We always
want to serve those who serve
the country. Now all CAPF personnel and their families will
receive free treatment with a
simple card swipe in 24,000 hospitals. Shri Shah said the
scheme will be fully implemented by 1st May and an effort will be made that the
Ayushman shield becomes
available to all, through the efforts of the Prime Minister by
1st May. The Union Home Minister said a health card will also
be given to all CAPF personnel
and their families and all CAPF
personnel can receive a medical checkup once every year
and their families once in three
years. This is a wonderful gift
from Prime Minister Modi to our
CAPF personnel. The Prime
Minister Ayushman scheme has
already served around two
crore people, and provides free
treatment upto Rs. five lakh to
the poor and the needy. Shri
Shah said that patients are also
given Rs. 250 to commute back
to their homes after treatment.
The lives of India’s 60 crore
poor have been transformed by
this cashless system.
Shah said when he took
charge of the the Union Ministry of Home Affairs, there were
three major problems faced by
security forces, which included
lack of a comprehensive plan
for healthcare, very low hous-

ing satisfaction ratio and extra
duty hours due to delay in new
recruitments. Shri Shah said the
Modi Government has resolved
the problem of healthcare today, which is a major beginning.
The Union Home Minister said
we are also trying to ensure that
every Jawan gets to spend at
least 100 days every year with
his family. Just a few days ago
recruitment results have been
declared and 50,000 Jawans will
join the CAPFs soon, besides
another 50,000 Jawans will also
be recruited in the near future.
The recruitment process will be
combined with the cycle of retirements in such a way that a
new Jawan is recruited on the
day of the other’s retirement.
This will enable Jawans to sincerely do their duty. Shri Amit
Shah said work will be done to
increase the housing satisfaction ratio to 55 percent, which
is targeted to be gradually increased to above 65 percent by
2024.
The Union Home Minister
said the year 2020 was extremely challenging for the entire human race. Along with the
whole world, India has also
faced this crisis. In the early
days a lot of questions were
raised, but by taking the initial
steps under the leadership of
Shri Narendra Modi, the entire
country was ready to unite and
fight against the Corona virus
and today the virus related figures of India are very good
compared to developed countries.
Shri Amit Shah said before
the Corona virus struck, we
could not make masks, PPE kits,
ventilators, but today India has

Nation celebrates Girl Child Day; PM Says,
Govt undertakes many initiatives to empower
girl child and sensitize gender equality
Agency
New Delhi, Jan 24:
The National Girl Child Day
is being observed today. The
day is observed for focusing attention on ensuring equal opportunities to the girl child. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi saluted
Desh Ki Beti and the accomplishments in various fields on
National Girl Child Day.
In a series of tweets today,
Mr Modi said the Central Government has undertaken many
initiatives that focus on empowering the girl child, including access to education, better
healthcare and improving gen-

der sensitivity. He said today is
also a day to specially appreciate all those working towards
empowering the girl child and
ensuring she leads a life of dignity and opportunity.
Narendra Modi Government
has given a lot of emphasis on
the issue of girl child’s education of and declining Child Sex
Ratio. In January 2015, Narendra
Modi government had launched
Beti Bachao Beti Padhao
scheme with an objective to address the issue of declining
Child Sex Ratio.
Modi had said that there is
an urgent need to reduce the increasing the imbalance in ratio

amongst the girl and boy child
for the betterment of the society.
AIR correspondent reports
that seeing the good progress
and improving trend of sex ratio
at birth in 161 implementing districts, Mr Modi launched the all
India expansion of Beti Bachao
Beti Padhao covering all 640 districts in 2018.
In his message, Home Minister Amit Shah said Beti Bachao,
Beti Padhao has led to increase
in enrollment of girls in schools
and unprecedented improvement in the sex ratio. He reiterated the government’s commitment to make the girl child selfreliant.

WHO thanks India and PM Narendra Modi for
continued support in fight against COVID-19
Agency
Geneva, Jan 24:
The
World
Health
Organisation has thanked India and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for continued
support in the fight against the
COVID-19 pandemic.
In a tweet, WHO director
general Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus said, we can stop
this virus and save lives and
livelihoods only if we act together, including sharing of
knowledge.
India has been sending

vaccines to countries in the
South Asian region and others
like Brazil and Morocco. South
Africa will also get the vaccine
soon.
The WHO chief’s tweet
comes hours after a similar
tweet by Brazilian President Jair
M Bolsonaro, who thanked India for the vaccines. Mr
Bolsonaro said, Brazil feels
honoured to have a great partner like India to overcome the
global pandemic.
Brazilian President thanked
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
for assisting Brazil with the

vaccines exports from India.
India dispatched two million doses of Covishield vaccines to Brazil on Friday.
Covishield has been developed
by AstraZeneca and Oxford
University and is being manufactured by the Serum Institute
of India.
Bangladesh, Nepal, Bhutan
and Maldives have got over 3.2
million doses in total from India.
India also donated vaccines
to Mauritius, Myanmar and
Seychelles. Sri Lanka and Afghanistan are next on the list.

the capability to export these
to the world. The main reason
for this is that State Governments and 130 crore people
standing together with the
Prime Minister fought against
the Corona virus in India. Shri
Amit Shah said CAPF personnel and policemen stood in the
front row in this fight. Many
soldiers were also infected but
there was no laxity in their
vigour and passion.
The Union Home Minister
said our scientists have made
two vaccines that are considered to be the most reliable in
the world. Today, the world’s
largest vaccination programme
is being run under the leadership of Prime Minister Modi.
Shri Amit Shah said I want to
tell the people who are indulging in politics over the Corona
vaccine, that there are many
other forums for infulging in
politics. Why are you indulging in politics on issues concerning the people’s health and
the vaccine that our scientists
have worked hard to make? By
indulging in such acts, you are
casting aspersions on the ability of our scientists. I request
all Jawans, - State Police Forces,
CAPFs and others, to wait for
their turn and take the vaccine
without any hesitation.
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Wide Angle organizes
friendly Soccer match

IT News
Imphal, Jan 24:
A friendly Soccer match
of young adolescent girls
was organized by Wide
Angle at Yurembam playground today between
Heinoupok Girls 11 and
Yurembam Girls 11 with the
support from Youth Development Club - Yurembam and
Youth Cultural Welfare Organization- Heinoupokwith the
theme “Soccer for Social
Change’.
The Soccer coaching
started in 3 villages namely
Heinoupok, Yurembam and
Changangei with a total of 60
young girls ranging from 12
years to 16 years since October 2020. The children were

coached
by
Banti
Sanglakpam and R.K. Janaki
(both are National Players),
the overall initiative was initiated by CRY (Child Rights
& You).
The rationales behind
conducting of such Coaching
for young girls amid the
COVID-19 pandemic is to engage them through soccer to
motivate and impart positive
coping skills to the children,
whose mental and emotional
wellbeing have been largely
distressed by the COVID related traumatic environment,
that literally pushed them
into a disrupted lifestyle risking various devastating
drawbacks.It will also protect
them from inclining into
other unhealthy outlets such

as smartphone addiction,
substance abuse, becoming
the victims of cybercrime,
child trafficking, issue of
early marriage, drop out from
school or falling into other
harmful ways.
Flagging off the match
Montu Ahanthem stated that
he believe, engaging the children into the game of Soccer
will definitely enhance and
empowers adolescent girls to
move towards an active and
healthy living. He also stated
that he will try his best to call
Bala Devi the renown International player to meet the
young girls as she was a CRY
campaigner last year. The
friendly Soccer match ended
with Heinoupok Girls 11 winning 2 – 0.

Contd. from Page 2

Autonomous District Council .....
The problem of encroachment and infiltration
will also be easier to handle
with closer monitoring at the
local level, a task that can he
easily and legitimately taken
up by the elected local bodies. Thus democratic decentralization of power to the
grassroots can lead to an ultimate solution to the twin
problems of persistent underdevelopment and ethnocultural insecurity of the
people of the region. It is
therefore necessary to ensure through constitutional
or other provisions that politicians are not able to preve nt s uch a p roces s of
democratic decentralization
from setting in.
While the provisions like
the Sixth Schedule and the
PRIs require a thorough review, the existing federal arrangements and the power
sharing demands new thinking. It is necessary to explore
new dimensions of power
sharing in the region which
may address the long-standing demands of various ethnic groups to have genuine
au tonomy and self-r ule.
Should we hesitate in terms
of asymmetrical federal arrangements with whatever
modifications in the manner
that it has been experimented
in Quebec and Switzerland
with success to quell bitter
ethnic conflicts? And there
can be no better time than
this when negotiations are
being held with the various
rebel groups of the region.
Sixth Schedule & Insurgency
While Sixt h Schedu le
wa s incorp orated in t he
Constitution to give Greater
Autonomy to the Tribal Areas of the N ort h-East to
counter insurgenc y, t he

ADCs in Autonomous Distr ict Councils in K arbi
Anglong district and North
Cachar Hills district have
been witnessing separatist
movements in the last decade. This underlines the
fact that Councils have not
been able to fulfill the aspirations and address t he
grievances of the people of
the area. Ceasefire agreements with the key insurgent
groups have helped to reduce violence in the area.
Groups active in the two
Au tonomou s Counc ils—
United People’s Democratic
Solidarity (UPDS), Dima
Halim Daogah (DHD), and
also Hmar People’s Convention- Democracy.
Tripura too has been witnessing insurgency despite
the formation of TTAADC.
The two principal secessionist groups in the state are
National Liberation Front of
Tr ip ur a ( NLFT) and All
Tripura Tiger Force (ATTF),
which mostly operate from
their bases in Bangladesh.
Peace Accords have been
signed with two factions of
the NLFT— M ontu Koloi
and Nayanbasi Jamatiya and
they have laid down arms
last year.
Recommendation
The relevance of t he
Sixth Schedule in the present
context needs a serious review. The Schedule was specifically created to ensure
the protection of the minor
tribes from the threat of
marginalization, domination
and homogenization by the
major tribal group under the
jurisdictional area of the Autonomous District Councils
(ADCs).
While the Schedule succeeded to a great extent to
preserve the distinct iden-

tity and autonomy of tribal
popu lation, yet the same
provision has become subject to controversies. The
former excluded areas which
the Schedule was supposed
to protect have graduated
from d is trict s into fullfled ge d S ta tes s uch as
Meghalaya and Mizoram.
Therefore, the District Councils in these States are now
an anachronis m as they
overlap the normal district
ad ministration and ha ve
te nd ed t o duplica te t he
former and become a rival
focus of power and financial
burden.
Further, the Sixth Schedule has an inherent tendency
to promote ethnic polarization and sub-nationalism. At
one level, the Schedule has
brought out the clash of intere sts betw een the nontribal valley dwellers and
tribal hill dwellers. Further,
the Schedule has problem so
far as issue of representation is concerned. For instance, the Legislative Assemblies of Arunachal,
Mizoram and Nagaland have
all but one seats reserved for
STs. This was justified when
the tribal’s were in majority.
But a sea change has undergone in the demography of
the region. In a way, the
Schedule promotes a defacto regime of two-tiered
citizenship. Unless reviewed
comp re hensively,
t he
Sche du le could become
chief source of future conflicts in the region.
The genesis of the movements for greater autonomy
by different ethnic groups in
the North-East lay in the
British policy of administration for the region. The system of administration established under colonial rule

was effective in the plains of
the region. But the hills, inha bited m os tly by tr ib al
people, were virtually left
out from that system of administration. In fact the hills
were classified as ‘excluded’
or ‘partially excluded’ areas
and tribal communities living
in such areas were allowed
to continue with their traditional arrangements of selfgovernance’.
After independence, in
an attempt to integrate these
areas while preserving the
tradition of self-governance
of the tribal communities, the
Sixth Schedule was incorporated in the Constitution of
India. The Sixth Schedule
provided for District and Regional Councils for the erstwhile ‘excluded’ and ‘partially excluded’ areas and
these institutions were expected to integrate such areas with the modem system
of administration while preserving the traditional autonomy and self-governance
of t he tribal people. But
these arrangements failed to
meet the aspirations of the
newly emerging political
leadership of some of the
tribal groups.
Nagas demanded indepe nd ence. O ther gr ou ps
also followed by launching
movements demanding autonomy of various degrees.
The Central Government responded to these demands
by c ar rying out s ever al
rounds of reorganizations of
the region and carving out
new states. But instead of
settling the issue, creation of
the new states encouraged
other ethnic groups to organize movements and agitations demanding greater autonomy, separate states and
so on.

