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Nation pays homage to great freedom fighter Netaji 1 died, another injured as militants fire
Subhash Chandra Bose on his birth anniversary today several rounds of gunshot at Moreh
Agency,
Kolkata, Jan 23:
The nation pays homage
to great freedom fighter Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose on his
birth anniversary today. It was
on this day in 1897, Neta Ji
was born in Cuttack, Odisha.
The day is being celebrated
as Parakram Diwas. The yearlong
celebrations
to
commemorate the 125th birth
anniversary year of Netaji
also
started
today.
Government has decided to
celebrate
the
birth
anniversary of Netaji as
‘Parakram Diwas’ on 23rd
January every year. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi will
preside over the inaugural
event of the celebrations
being held at Kolkata.
Union Culture Ministry
has planned a number of
activities and projects for
this
year-long
commemor ation. A H igh
Level Committee, headed by
the Prime Minister, has been
constituted to commemorate
the 125th birth anniversary
of Subhas Chandra Bose in a
befitting manner.
The
Ministry
of
Edu cation proposed to
est ablish five chairs on
Netaji in five Ind ian
Universities, organize online
Lectures and Webinars on
teachings of Netaji. National
Film
Development
Cor porat ion u nder the
Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting will organize a
short-film competition on How to fulfil Netaji’s dreams
for India.
Doordarshan and All
India Radio will host panel
dis cussions,
prod uce
documentaries and ot her
programs on the life and
tim es of Netaji. Railway
Ministry has also renamed
Howrah-Kalka Mail as Netaji
Express. It is one of the
oldest tr ains of Ind ian
Railways.
D u r ing th e fr ee d om
struggle, the great freedom
fig ht er N et aji at one
occasion, highlighted the
importance of unity among
the countrymen to end the
British Rule. Netaji had
also called upon the people
to be ready for the sacrifice
for the s a ke of t he
motherland.
Pre sident Ram N ath
Kovind has paid tributes to
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose
as the nation commences his
125th bir th annivers ary
celebrations. In a tweet, Mr
Kovind said, it is befitting to
celebrat e this day as
“Parakram Diwas” to honour
his boundless courage and
valour. H e said, Netaji
ins tilled the fer vour of
nationalism among his
countless followers.
He said Netaji is one of
our most beloved national
heroes who made an
extraordinary contribution to
India’s freedom struggle.
The President said, Netaji’s
patriotism and sacrifice shall
always inspire us. He said,
we are committed to

str engt hen the sp irit of
fre edom
so
s trongly
espoused by him.
Pre sident Ram N ath
Kovind unveiled a portrait of
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose
at Rashtrapati Bhavan today.
The unveiling was to mark
the beginning of year-long
celebrations to commemorate
the 125th Birth Anniversary
Year of Netaji Sub has
Chandra Bose.
Vice
President
M
Venkaiah Naidu has paid
tributes to the iconic freedom
fig hter and visionary
leader,N etaji
Sub has
Chandra Bose on his birth
anniversary today. In a
tweet, Mr Naidu said that
Netaji personified valour,
determination and sacrifice
and played an invaluable
role in libera ting our

sacrifice and dedication for
the indep endence of the
country.
Defence
Minis ter
Rajnath Singh has saluted
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose
on
his
12 5th
birth
anniversary and remembered
his contribution in the fight
against freedom from British
rule. In a tweet today, Mr.
Singh said, Netaji is one of
the greatest heroes of the
country who made supreme
sacrifice for the freedom of
the country. He said, nation
will always be indebted to
him.
IFFI will pay tribute to
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose
on the occasion of his 125th
birth anniversary today. In
Netaji’s honour, the film
‘Netaji Subhas Chandra
Bose: The Forgotten Hero’

Tripura paid homage to
Netaji S ubhash Chandra
Bos e on his 12 5th birth
anniversary today.In Tripura
every year the day is being
celebrated with arrays of
cultural events with a large
cultural
traditional
procession carried by school
students displaying various
act s themed based on
nationalism.
And hra
Pradesh
Governor Bis wabhu san
Harichandan offered floral
tributes to the portrait of
Netaji S ubhash Chandra
Bos e on his 125th Birth
Anniversary at a programme
held in Raj Bhavan.
Rem ember ing
the
sacrifices of free dom
fighters, the Governor said
that Ind ia is a free
prosperous nation and a big
power of the world today,
both
militar ily
and
economically, because of the
sacrifices made by our
freedom fighters.
Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray paid tributes to
N etaji S u bhas h C handr a
B os e
on
his
b irt h
anniver s ar y in M u m ba i
today. He said that, ‘Netaji
Subhash Chandra Bose will
always be remembered in
the country as a passionate
patriot. His patriotism and

“INA and Manipur” released

IT News
Moreh, Jan 23
One person died while
another sustains bullet injury,
after armed militants fire
several round of gunshots at
a crowded workshop at border
town
Moreh,
under
Tengnoupal district.
Report reaching here said
that the firing incident
happened at around 11.30 am
at a vehicle workshop
identified
as
Mujibur
Workshop located at Moreh
Ward N. 9.
Those armed militants
came in a Maruti Gypsy
vehicle and started firing
indiscriminately killing a
person
identified
as
Thangminlen Guite, about 45
years old and a resident of TL
Haijang Village. One 19 years
old mechanic of the workshop
identified as Gulbaz from
Moirang Kokta of Bishnupur

district miraculously survive
after a bullet hit at his right
thigh.
The report further added
that both Thangminlen Guite
and Gulbaz were immediately
rush to Moreh Primary
Hospital. Thangminlun Guite
was declared death at around
12 noon while Gulbaz has
been taken for further
treatment at Imphal after
providing emergency medical
aid.
UKLF fire the gunshots
Meanwhile, the Kuki
National Organisation (KNO)
in a press statement has point
fingers to the cadres of the
UKLF in connection with the
firing incident. The outfit also
said that Thangminlen Guite,
is the DC Tactical Hqrs,
Moreh. He was gunned down
by four assailants at Forest
Gate, Moreh at around noon.
Quoting eyewitness’s report,
the KNO said that the

assailants, cadres of UKLF,
fired three rounds from a white
Gypsy vehicle that killed
Thangminlen Guite.
“UKLF, signatory of
Suspension of Operations,
has violated ground rules not
only by killing Thangminlen
Guite, but also by their
presence in and around
Moreh, which is more than 50
KM far from their designated
Camp Nazareth, located at
Khangborol village”, The
KNO statement signed by
Stephen
Kuki,
Under
Secretary, Information &
Publicity, Kuki National
Organisation, Manmasi said.
The KNO urged the
Government authority to
conduct investigation to the
crime committed by UKLF’s
cadres and confine them in the
designated camp, completely
away from Moreh to prevent
further violation of SoO
ground rules.

College Teachers to Resume Agitations
from January 28 : FEGOCTA
IT News
Imphal, Jan 23:
Commemorating the
125th Birth Anniversary
of Netaji Subash
Chandra Bose, a book
entittled INA and
Manipur : An
Unforgettable Battle for
India’s Independence
edited by Shukhdeba
Sharma Hanjam and
Aheibam Koireng Singh
was released today by
the Vice Chancellor of

Manipur University Prof.
Amar Yumanm at the
conference Hall of the
Department of Commerce ,
Manipur Univerity.
A penal discussion on
the book edited by
Sukhdeba and Koireng was
also held. The book is a
collection of various
historical account written
by various scholars
inclduing Prof. A
Lokendro, (Dept. of
History MU), Dr. (Lt. Gen
Retd) K. Himalaya Singh,

Lt. Gen (Retd) L.
Nishikant Singh , War
researcher Rajeshwar
Yumnam among others.
Speaking on the
occasion VC of Manipur
University Prof. Amar
Yuman elaborated on the
importance 2nd world war
in terms of Manipur’s
relations with the Japan.
INA’s relations with
Manipur which created
close proximity with th
Japan has also been
discussed.

motherland from the yoke of
British rule. He said, the
nation will forever be grateful
to Netaji for his enormous
contribut ion in India’s
freedom struggle.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has paid tribute to the
great freedom fighter and
true son of Mother India
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose
on his birth annivers ary
today. In a tweet, Mr Modi
said that a grateful nation
will always remember his

by Shyam Benegal will be
scr eened .
IFFI
t hat
commenced on 16th January
will conclude tomorrow.
In Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath
has paid homage to Netaji
Subhash Chandra Bose on
his birth anniversary today.
In a program at Lucknow Mr
Yogi garlanded the Statue of
Netaji a nd app ealed to
people t hat w e should
follow the way of Netaji on
’Parakram Dewas’.

s ac rifice w ill r e main
inspiring.”
The
125th
birth
annivers ary of Netaji
Subhash Chandra Bose was
als o celebrate d in BMC
tod ay. Mumbai M ayor
Kis hori Pednekar p aid
tributes to Netaji Subhash
Chandra Bose by offering a
wreath to his statue. Various
programs
have
b een
organized across the state to
pay homage to Netaji on his
birth anniversary.

IT News
Imphal, Jan 23:
State Government inability
to fulfil the demand of the
Federation of Government
College Teachers’ Associations
(FEGOCTA) has prompted to
resume its agitation from
January 28.
In a statement th FEGOCTA
appealled once again to issue
the Orders of 7 th UGC Pay and
Regulations, 2018. The
government college teachers are
ready to resume the agitations
from 28th January, 2021
onwards, if no Order is issued
by 27th January. The Higher
Education Department has
failed to implement the decision
of Cabinet headed by the
Hon’ble Chief Minister even
after five months. It is a serious
issue and matter of shame that
the national policy of UGC is
still not implemented in
Manipur. The UGC policy is not
only of pay revision but
prescribes qualifications for
recruitment, for promotion and
activities of teachers in the

colleges and universities. It is
clear neglect of national policy
of UGC approved by the Union
Cabinet headed by Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modi
three years ago. The
Government College teachers
are really in a state of shock,
demoralization and feel
discriminated. 7th Pay for the
college teachers in other states
of India and for other
government employees of

Manipur
had
been
implemented long ago. The
college teachers are even
deprived of complete salary for
many years by denying the
allowances of SCA and TA.
These have never happened in
the history of Manipur and in
other parts of India. These are
not the signs of good
governance and good quality
of higher education. General
Secretary, FEGOCTA

69th Plenary Meeting of
NEC inaugurated
IT News
Shillong, Jan 23:
The Union Home Minister,
Amit Shah inaugurated the
69th Plenary Meeting of the
North Eastern Council (NEC)
today at Shillong. The Union
Home Minister who arrived at
Shillong in the morning was
received by the Chief Minister
of Meghalaya, Conrad K
Sangma and other dignitaries.
Vice Chairman of NEC Dr
Jitendra Singh who is also the

DoNER Minister and Secretary
of NEC was also present.
Governors and Chief
Ministers of the eight North
Eastern States along with a
large number of delegations of
State Governments and Central
Ministries were present at the
meeting which is scheduled to
conclude tomorrow. The
meeting will discuss various
developmental projects that are
undergoing now and future
plans of the entire North
Eastern region.

Imphal Times

A thought on the
Nation’s Republic Day
The nation is all set to celebrate the 72nd Republic
Day with great fervor. Manipur too joins the nation even
as man rebel groups operating in the region had called
boycott of the event and even called general strike to
make sure that people of the state don’t participate the
Republic day celebration. On the evening of Jan 19 a grenade was hurled at the high security zone Raj Bhavan.
But it couldn’t be certain whether the lobbing of bomb
is related to the boycott call of the Republic Day or not
as no UGs claims and the police are seem to be clueless.
The last many years starting witness several bomb blast
but normalcy seem restored with the security force taking up extreme measure to foil any attempt to disturb
the Republic Day celebration.
Amidst the threat unlike some 10 years back many
people started believing that Manipur is a sole part of
the Indian Nation, this is being assume with the increase
in the participation of the people to the Republic Day
Celebration.
In 2015 a Manipuri girl of the Indian Army unfurled the
nation’s tri colour flag at the National capital on that
significant day of India. Two soldiers of the state martyred
fighting the Pakistani soldier in Kargil War. Many sons of
the soil had also given lives to protect the nation.
But still then there are many people who are waging
war against the government demanding separate nation
here in the state. With the development, both the centre and the state has succeeded in suppressing the movement of the rebels group in this region. But will this be
the lasting solution?
The alleged illegal merger of Manipur to the Indian
Union in October 15, 1949 after the controversial signing
of th e me r g er a gr e eme nt be twee n Mah a r aj a h
Bodhachandra and the representatives of the Indian
Union on September 21 of the same year at Shillong is
the root of all mayhem in the present state of Manipur.
The rebels do have their cause in boycotting the day.
The silence of both the state and central government
seems to be a clear indication on the righteousness to
the call of the rebel or else why shouldn’t there be any
statement from the government authority regarding the
reasons that the rebels had put forward justifying their
cause, instead of using force to suppress their movement.
A stitch in time saves Nine – the saying should be well
think upon. For someone who wanted to go deep into
the genesis of all this chaos arisen out of the conflict we
certainly do have reason to blame the Central government authority for all the present state of our state.
In his book “Open Secret”, Maloy Krishna Dhar, the
then joint director of the SIB, an intelligent agency had
categorically stated the political and economic condition
of the state. As according to him he had submitted reports on why the youths especially the Meitei had frustration to the merger of the erstwhile kingdom to the
Indian Union terming it as ignorance from the part of
the Union government authority. It was in the late 60s
that intelligent agency had understood and further cautioned the Union leadership about the possible raise of
a separatist movement as an outcome of negligence and
proper understanding about the problem of the state.
Points here we wanted every guardian of the country’s
constituency is the need of special attention to the problem of the state. A mere policy for awarding rehabilitation package to some of the rebel groups and signing of
peace deal or cease fire is not a lasting solution. Rather
it would bring major problem to the state.
A wrong is a wrong, and a right is always right. What is
wrong in correcting the wrongs. India now is emerging
as a super power and it is not wrong to speculate in the
possible interference of external force to distort the
country’s unity. The only means to strengthen the ties
of the country’s unity is through proper clarification on
what had been committed before. It was a fact that
people in the state believed that merger of Manipur with
the Indian Union was Illegal- a resolution adopted by a
peoples’ convention held at GM Hall Imphal in 1993.
Now the mindset of the youth had change a lot , no
individuals are fool enough to be driven by some cheap
provocative propaganda. So it is better the government
accept what has happened before and should sort out
the conflict with proper understanding. After all, rebels
waging war are also human beings.
Letters, Feedback and Suggestions to ‘Imphal Times’
can be sent to our e-mail : imphaltimes@gmail.com. For advertisement
kindy contact: - 0385-3590330 (O). For time being readers can reach
the office at Cell Phone No. 9862860745 for any purpose.
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Inclusiveness of women in sports is key to
making India a sporting superpower
By Kiren Rijiju
‘Khelega India TohKhilega India’
- Honourable Prime Minister
Narendra Modi Ji’s simple mantra for
the youth of the country, has been
the driving force behind transforming the perception of sports in India
in the last few years. Sports, once perceived only as an extra-curricular activity, by most, is now taking
centerstage. Strong schemes adopted
by the Ministry of Youth Affairs and
Sports, be it Khelo India, Target Olympic Podium Scheme or Fit India Movement, have played a significant role in
motivating youngsters to pursue a
serious career in sports, and the number is on a steady rise. Specifically for
girl athletes, empathy and inclusiveness have been key drivers for game
changing reforms. As we celebrate
the National Girl Child Day, it is therefore imperative to look at the way our
government has worked with the aim
of ”SabkaSaath,
SabkaVikas,
SabkaVishwas” resulting
in
a paradigm shift in embracing issues
in respect to girls and women, including sports.
Over the years, performances of
our women athletes have sealed
many places in the Indian sporting
folklore. Most importantly, they
showed the world that ”Bharat
kiMahila” is up for the challenge
and can take on the world. These
spirited performances coupled with
reforms led by the Ministry of Youth

Affairs &Sports in recent years have
promoted inclusivity, created an ecosystem of awareness towards women
in sports and inspired a generation
of young girls to actively take part in
sports. I can proudly say, 43% of Indian athletes who have qualified for
the upcoming Tokyo Olympics are
women!
The crucial point in ensuring India becomes a sporting superpower
is to increase participation at the
grassroots. A wide participation base
will ensure there are a good number
of children who continue to play
sports professionally. It is important
to note that young girls form 50% of
this participation base, and at no cost
can they be left behind. The Khelo
India Scheme with the objective of
infusing sporting culture and achieving sporting excellence in the country has played a vital role in the past
three years. An exclusive component
of the Khelo India Scheme focuses
on barriers faced by girls & women
to take part in sporting activities, and
creating mechanisms to overcome
these and increase participation. We
have had a 161% increase in women
participation at the Khelo India
Games from 2018 to 2020. From 657
identified female athletes being supported under the Khelo India scheme
in 2018, the number has now gone
up to 1471 (223% increase!). The Target Olympic Podium Scheme (TOPS)

focuses on high performance sports
where we provide international training exposure, world class physical &
mental conditioning, scientific research, day to day monitoring &
counseling and ample financial assistance to our elite athletes who
could potentially win Olympic gold
medals. 86 women athletes were a part
of the TOPS program in September
2018, it is heartening to note that today we have 190 of them (220%
jump!).
Promotion of women in sports
needs to deal heavily with changing
social mindsets. Bringing young girls
outside, in a safe environment, and
allowing them to experience physical
activity with good quality coaching
and infrastructure has to be a combined effort from both the Govt. and
society on the whole. I am happy to
note that many women champion
athletes have taken proactive steps
to establish academies with a focus
on sportsing excellence, a number of
such initiatives have been supported
and fostered by the Ministry of Youth
Affairs &Sports under the National
Sports Development Fund. Usha
School of Athletics, Mary Kom Boxing Foundation, AshwiniSports
Foundation, Sarita Boxing Academy,
KarnamMalleshwari Foundation,
Anju Bobby George Sports Foundation, etc are all examples of such initiatives. We continue to engage

closely with these initiatives and encourage women athletes to come forward with their expertise and experiences to collaborate with the Ministry of Youth Affairs &Sports to work
towards sporting excellence and
overall development.
I have always strongly believed
that sportsis a potent tool for socioeconomic development. The Ministry
of Youth Affairs &Sports considers
working towards gender equity to be
of paramount importance. Young girls
& women being exposed to sports will
go a long way in improvement of their
physical health and building character, this would go on to contribute significantly to societal reform and our
human capital. Strategic associations
with the Ministry of Women & Child
Development are in the pipeline to enhance our efforts towards the cause
and take forward India’s developmental vision.
The National Girl Child Day celebrated every 24th of January has immense relevance to our nations ethos,
let us all pledge to collectively work
towards ensuring young girls play a
LOT more sports, such that we as a
country march ever nearer to the
great Olympic ideal of ‘Citius, Altius,
Fortius’ meaning Faster, Higher,
Stronger!
The writer is Union Minister of
State (I/C) for Youth Affairs and
Sports

Reforms to transform India are part of
Budget and Beyond
by Prakash Chawla
‘Reforms’ are not one-off event but
always work in progress, aimed at improving the quality of governance. In
the sequence of ‘Reform, Perform,
Transform’, the last word - ‘Transform’
is most critical because it clearly sets
the objective. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had this task cut out for his government right from his first day in office. The target was and is -Transform while Reform and Perform are the
means towards it.
The Union Budget is one of the
most important means of setting specific milestones and reaching there.
Again, Within a set of specific milestones, the ones that relate to the overall public good must be reached fast.
Government has a huge annual budget of about Rs 30 lakh crore to spend
and must choose the expenditure
heads diligently, but the choice spells
out its policy direction.
In his 2014-15 Budget speech, the
then Finance Minister late ArunJaitley
had said so: ‘’ In the first Budget of this
NDA government that I am presenting
before the august House,my aim is to
lay down a broad policy indicator of
the direction in which we wish to take
this country’’.
In so much din around us, we would
have lost messaging of several key
reforms embarked upon by the Modi
Government between presentation of
its first Budget by Jaitley on July 10,
2014 and the one to be unveiled by
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
on February 1,2021.
There have been a slew of transformational and life-changing reforms
in the last six and half years , but the
work is still in progress and must be so.
After all, aspirations of 135 crore Indians cannot be met without
‘Reforming,Performing and Transforming’ on a continuous basis.
Right from its first Budget when
hike in foreign direct investment cap
in Defence manufacturing from 26 per
cent to 49 per cent along with a similar
dispensation in the insurance sector
was announced,the NDA Government
has been only accelerating the reforms.
FDI in Defence sector has now been
opened through automatic route up to
74 per cent and even beyond wher-

ever it could result in access to modern
technology.
While disinvestment road map for
the current financial year is not going
as per the roadmap, delayed by Covid
19 outbreak, what stands out in the
policy dispensation is the decision to
go in for outright strategic sale of
bluechip PSUs like BPCL, CONCOR
and SCI. Such strategic sale could be
taken up only during the Atal Bihari
Vajpayee government in firms like
Maruti Udyog and BALCO among
others. A decision of far-reaching reforms is the approval given by the Modi
Cabinet for monetisation of non-core
assets. Importantly, the PSU banks
which have now been merged into 12
also fall into the non-core areas.
In fact, at a time when the fiscal
situation is under stress given the commitments required for healthcare , including the Covid vaccine rollout and
Rs
29.87
lakh
crore Aatmanirbhar Bharat package,
there is a strong case for the quick sale
of non-core government assets, including real estate in major metros.
The Aatmanirbhar Bharat package,
announced in three tranches, as per
official estimates, equalled 15 per cent
of GDP and it combined measures like
job support, easy financing of MSMEs,
food relief and a helping hand to the
stressed sector. The impact has started
showing in terms of a sharper economic
recovery; but all this had a huge financial commitment and resources for
the same must now be raised through
innovative and bold measures.
Market conditions are perfectly
favourable; the bias against PSU stocks
in the secondary market is now giving
way to optimism on account of their
attractive valuations. Time to go for the
kill. Setting a disinvestment target of
Rs 3 lakh crore and raking up the funds
from abundant liquidity should be eminently achievable.
Foreign flows are gushing into our
financial markets as India figures quite
high in the pecking order of the Emerging Markets (EMs). Buoyed by prospects of V-shaped recovery in the
FY’22, the Sensex is in the kissing range
of the psychologically important 50,000
mark. As the largest recipient among

the EMs, India received USD 23 billion
in the calendar year of 2020 in equities
alone and the gush continues in the
new year. Investors, brushing aside the
high valuations, remain bullish on the
Indian companies on their topline and
bottomline prospects. The great India
Story is prominently flashing on stock
indices.
If you happen to be amongst those
who consider the equity market speculative, there is another data that explains
how global investors want to go long
on the India Story. As much as USD 30
billion FDI (foreign direct investment )
was pumped into greenfield and
brownfield projects in the first six
months of the financial year 2020-21.
Even on a most conservative estimate,
the FDI inflows for the full FY’21 would
easily cross USD 50 billion. Given the
geo-political factors at play and the fact
the incoming Joe Biden Presidency
would not go soft on China, India is
being considered as a serious alternative for the global manufacturing giants. As the Prime Minister had recently
advised India Inc, we must remain vigilant and become nimble to respond to
the fast moving global geo-political
scenario. With China, the major manufacturing hub, being in the eye of the
storm the job becomes even compelling.
After slashing corporate taxes to
22 per cent for existing companies and
15 per cent for new investment, India
ranks amongst tax jurisdictions with
the lowest rates in the world. It should
be projected and promoted as the key
pillar of the government’s Make in India programme.
Returning to the domestic landscape, introduction of Goods and Services Tax was certainly the most important and life-changing reform of the
Modi government. The GST rollout had
its share of initial problems, but the
stakeholders have got a good hang of
it by now. The defining contribution of
the GST would be to bring in most of
the Indian economy into a formal tax
structure with consumers and intermediaries, accepting the dispensation as
part of life. Realisation that being taxcompliant makes life easier and even
less expensive is more wide-spread now.

The government on its part, has cited
several examples how GST has made
things of everyday use cheaper. For
instance, the tax incidence on TV sets,
washing machines, water heaters, detergents and cosmetics stands reduced
to 18 per cent from 28 per cent in the
pre-GST times.
The financial inclusion programme,
the PM JandhanYojana was enabled
by the Digital India initiative resulting
in reforms which are truly inclusive in
nature. Opening 35.27Jandhan accounts between August,2014 and August, 2019 , of which a large number
are linked to UPI (Unified Payment Interface) is something that has transformed the Indian society and consumers at the bottom of the pyramid. Emergence of a large number of Fintech
companies with ambitions to go well
beyond payment wallets has seeds in
the technology-enabled financial inclusion, billed to be largest in the world.
As many as 2649 crore financial transactions valued at Rs 161 lakh crore were
done on digital platforms. Needless to
say, the digital platforms are ready with
all the building blocks for a much bigger leap, creating a perfect example of
‘creative disruption’, if you will.
Labour reforms, confused with the
‘Hire and Fire’, have been ushered in
without much fuss. The codification
of 29 different and archaic labour laws
into four unified code has largely been
welcomed,with states like Madhya
Pradesh and Rajasthan showing alacrity in adopting labour reforms, aligning with their own investment policies.
The ensuing Budget is going to be
vastly different from the past. The Finance Minister, no doubt, is hard
pressed for resources, but she would
not be under a scanner for crossing
the FRBM Lakshman Rekha on fiscal
deficit. It may be other way round; too
much of financial conservatism on expenditure may not go down well with a
vast majority of analysts. Besides, this
Budget coming as it does in the middle
of a global health emergency, would
need to build on the reforms of the past
six years. The process of transformation has to be never-ending.
The writer is a Delhi-based independent journalist
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Security forces recover three
AK-56 series Rifles & three
empty Mags in Mizoram

IT News
Aizawl, Jan 23:
Security forces recovered
three AK-56 series Rifles, three
empty magazines and Rupees
two lakh thirty thousand in
Myanmar currency in jungles
of Zote in Mizoram on 22 January 2021.

Based on specific intelligence joint operation was conducted by the Security Forces
and Customs Department,
Champhai District. Three AK56 series Rifles with three
empty mags wrapped in a red
cloth were seized by Custom
Department, Champhai for further investigation.

A prostitution racket
busted, a casting couch
and two women arrested
IT Correspondent
Mumbai, Jan 23:
A casting couch and his two
women accomplices were
nabbed and 8 models were rescued, by crime intelligence unit
(CIU) of the Mumbai Police after laying a trap in a hotel in Juhu
in northwest Mumbai on
Wednesday.
Cash amounting to Rs
5,59,000, 15 smart phones, and a
Duster car were seized and eight
models who were being forced
into prostitution, were rescued
by a CIU team led by API Sachin
Vaze..
During the investigation, it
was revealed that the rescued
women have worked in several
advertisements and also acted
in various movies, web series,
etc. All the rescued women complained that the accused used
to ask them to compromise to
get roles.
Acting on the information
that a casting director claiming
his name as “Prem” was pushing aspiring models/actors into
prostitution racket, the police
personnel contacted a given
contact number by posing as a
customer and deposited Rs 2
lakh as bait in the (bank) account
number provided by “Prem”.
“As pre-decided, a woman

Full dress rehearsal
for Republic Day
Parade being held
in National Capital
Agency
New Delhi, Jan 23:
Ahead of the Republic
Day-2021 celebrations in the
National Capital, the full dress
rehearsal for the Republic Day
Parade will be held at Rajpath
today. The parade rehearsal will
start at 9.50 AM from Vijay
Chowk and will proceed to the
National Stadium. The parade
will pass through Rajpath,
Amar Jawan Jyoti, India Gate,
C-Hexagon to National Stadium. Delhi Police has made
elaborate traffic arrangements
for smooth conduct of the parade along the route.
Delhi Metro rail services
will remain available for the
commuters at all metro stations during the full dress rehearsal.

was to come to the Ramada Plaza
Hotel in Juhu. A trap was laid
by the crime branch team with
officials of Social Service branch
of police and aided the room and
nabbed Prem and two women,”
the police press note said.
While three were held, eight
were rescued by the Police. The
three accused were arrested under relevant provisions of Prevention of Immoral Traffic Act
(PITA) 1956 along with sections
120B, 370, 34 of the Indian Penal
Code (IPC). “Prem”s interrogation revealed that at least ten
women, including eight models,
were part of the prostitution
ring, an official said adding that
clients used to contact the members of the racket through various websites.
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Haobam Paban Kumar’s Nine Hills One Valley wins
Special Mention Award in NFDC’s Film Bazar 2020
IT News
Imphal Jan. 23:
Haobam Paban Kumar’s
second narrative feature in
Manipuri and Tangkhul language- Nine Hills One Valley received Special Mention
Award in the Film Bazaar Recommends Section of the Film
Bazaar 2020 which was held
online from January 16 to 21,
2021 in coincidence with the
International Film Festival India 2020.
Nine Hills One Valley
was among 19 feature films
selected for Film Bazaar Recommends (FBR) section of
the Film Bazaar 2020 organized by the National Film
Development Corporation
Limited under the Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting.
The filmmakers from the
FBR list pitched their films to
potential investors, producers, sales agents, distributors,
festival programmers in an
open pitching session online.
Film Bazaar Recommends
(FBR) section was curated by
an external consultant from
amongst the submitted films
to the Viewing Room for purposes of highlighting contemporary styles of filmmaking.
Sreejith Karanavar’s
Konkani-language Today Me
Tomorrow You took the top
award in the Film Bazaar Recommends section. Special
mentions in this section went
to The Cloud And The Man,
a Bengali-language project
from Abhinanda Banerjee,
and Haobam Paban Kumar’s
Nine Hills One Valley.
The Citation says, “A
jury special mention goes to
a film that aptly blurs the
boundaries between fiction
and documentary to embark

on a journey through a landscape of many identities and
conflicts. Through the journey
of its protagonist and through
the language of cinema, the
director gives word to the unspoken and searches for a
space of reconciliation. The
special mention goes to Nine
Hills One Valley by Haobam
Paban Kumar”.
This film is about Ahum, a
tribal from the hills who is going to Imphal city in the valley
to meet his daughter before
she leaves for New Delhi in
search of job. During the
course of the journey he encounters different people and
their stories, making us a witness to the cruelty of ethnic
conflicts.
Filmmaker Haobam Paban
Kumar said, “The film is set in
my home state - Manipur, a
small state of northeast India
plagued by ethnic rifts since
long. Conflicts between ‘Hill
people’ and ‘Valley people’,
Naga and Kukis, indigenous
and colonizers, have taken the
lives of thousands of people.
The Naga nationalist movements, rise of insurgency and
military oppression – all of
these have created a series of

“My film is a
testimony of the
brutishness of
ethnic clash
heard from the
victims”,
Paban Kumar
violence, killing and insanity
in our society”.
“I have been witnessing
and hearing the ever-increasing ethnic divide between the
different communities in
Manipur for land, forest, culture and identity since my
childhood days. This film is
also a testimony of the brutishness of ethnic clash heard
from the victims own voice

using the medium of non-fiction and fiction genre”, he further stated.
Anam Ahum is the main
protagonist of the 75–minute
long film- Nine Hills One Valley produced by Warepam
Jhansirani and Haobam Paban
Kumar for Oli Pictures. National Film Awardee Irom
Maipak and Ranjan Palit are
cameramen. Sound is done by

A scene from Nine Hills One Valley

Sukanta Majumdar and Editing by Sankha and Story,
Screenplay and Direction by
Haobam Paban Kumar.
Haobam Paban Kumar is
an alumnus of SRFTI Kolkata
and is known for his hard-hitting documentaries. His debut feature film Loktak
Lairembee (Lady of the Lake)
was produced by his company Oli Pictures and world
premiered in 2016 at the New
Currents section at the 21st
Busan International Film Festival. The film had its European premiere at the 67th Berlin International Film Festival
2017. It won the Golden Gateway Award for the Best Film
in the 18th Mumbai International Film Festival 2016. Established in 2005, Oli Pictures
has
produced
and
coproduced around 30 documentaries and short films.
Many of the films have won
national and international
awards. Some of the noted
films are AFSPA 1958, The
First Leap, Mr. India,
Nupishabi and Floating Life.

Career Guidance
61-year-old female undergoes minimally
invasive treatment for arthritic knee pain How To Effectively Balance Competitive Exams
Preparation In The Online Era Of Education?

IT News
Imphal, Jan 23:

Suffering from severe bilateral knee pain for over 3 years,
61-year-old Jigyasa Kumari
(name changed) was successfully able to conquer her pain with
the assistance of minimally invasive Radio frequency technique.
Jigyasa Kumari, troubled by
knee pain for three years, was
finding basic activities like walking for more than a few minutes
and climbing stairs becoming
more and more restricted and
challenging. Having been an independent person all her life, the
resulting dependence on others
was having a negative impact on
all aspects of her life including
her confidence levels and mood.
Despite several consultations
made at various hospitals and
trying medications (pain killers),
physical therapy, the outcome
was not favourable. She was not
keen on having any operations
and was on the lookout for any
non-surgical modalities to get rid
of this knee pain and bring her
life back on track.
As a last resort for treating
her seemingly eternal discomfort,
her search landed her
with Dr Amod Manocha, a leading specialist in the field of pain
management in Delhi NCR region. During evaluation of her
knee pain, X-ray of the knee revealed osteoarthritis whereas

MRI of the knee showed other
coexisting knee problems along
with arthritis and hence she was
scheduled for a diagnostic (test)
injection to evaluate the possibility of benefit from the
Radiofrequency procedure.
Post diagnostic nerve blocks
injection, the stiffness and pain
in the knee was reduced by over
80%, which was a positive indication to continue with the
Radiofrequency Ablation (RFA)
of the nerves supplying the knee
joints. She successfully underwent the Radiofrequency procedure known as the Genicular
Radiofrequency Ablation as a
day care procedure under local
anaesthesia. The procedure was
performed using X-ray’s and ultrasound guidance and the patient was discharged back home
the same day. Since the RFA procedure is minimally invasive,
without any cuts, stiches or
scars, there is hardly any post
procedure pain.” said Dr. Amod
Manocha, Senior Consultant &
Head - Pain Management Services, Max Super Speciality Hospital, Saket
At 2 weeks after the procedure, she had no side-effects
from the procedure and her pain,
mobility had already improved
significantly. She hardly ever required any pain killers and was
pleased with the fact that she is
no longer dependent on others
for basic daily activities. With

reduced pain and improved mobility her social life was back on
track and she could actively work
on strengthening her muscles for
sustained benefits.
“My son was wandering
around to hospitals to find the
apt treatment for me, but when
the majority of the suggestions
were towards knee replacement
as the last option, he decided to
go with it. With the fear of surgery popping into my mind I denied it and opted to bear the pain
for the rest of my life. Then on
the suggestion of an overseas
relative, I decided to
visit Dr Manocha and the treatment done by him had changed
my life.” said Mrs. Jigyasa
Kumari
Knee joint is supplied by
many nerves collectively addressed as genicular nerves and
hence the procedure is addressed as Genicular Nerve
Radiofrequency Ablation. The
focus in this procedure is to deactivate the nerves responsible
for transmitting pain signals from
the arthritic joints to the brain.
“The minimally invasive technique of Radio Frequency Ablation (RFA) offers a safe, effective, non-surgical alternative with
no requirement for prolonged rehabilitation. In most cases the
nerve cells regenerate within 1-2
years of RFA therapy, and then if
necessary, the procedure can be
repeated.” Added Dr Manocha

By Vijay GarG
The developing minds
amid these past few months of
lockdown have been through
a good deal of uncertainty and
stress, trying to figure out what
lies ahead like every other
adult. As they proceed in the
new normal and prepare themselves for appearing in the
competitive exams, they need
not just moral and emotional
support from their guides and
parents but also few tactics to
effectively sail through this
period, without causing any
hindrance to their performance. Some of them are:
Right time assessment &
management
Effective time management
has been a basic disciplinary
habit for the preparation of every competitive exam. Imbibing
this value has now become all
the more crucial because stu-

dents have to juggle between
online and offline studying
time. Factors such as poor network, delay in starting of
classes, non-availability of
structured study material, quality of material available online,
would be different variables affecting their course of preparation. Thereby, the need for them
to multi-task remains inevitable,
also they must not let their dedication and passion mellow
down due to such interruptions. Adaptability and flexibility are the ultimate mottos to
follow.
Segregate online and
offline study material
Most of the students take
coaching classes for the preparation of competitive exams,
while some resort to school
learning only. In both cases,
plan your schedule as per the
availability of your mentors/
teachers. Always keep a margin for self-studies, as grasping the concepts is most successful when students make
efforts to comprehend themselves. The study material
available online is vast and
scattered, organise it as per the
usefulness and your paper
pattern. Be open with your
teachers/mentors and seek
guidance from them for better
study material.

Practice previous year papers
This practice of attempting
previous years’ question papers
is extremely crucial as it presents
a fair picture to you about the
scale of your preparation. Many
coaching institutes are conducting online mock sessions to give
their students a clear idea about
their standing amongst fellow
aspirants. Such institutions also
conduct multi-city tests among
their several branches, which
prepares the student for appearing at the national level. These
mock tests in Pre-COVID times
began usually from the month
of October and go up to April
for letting the students get a
good hold of the qualifying pattern.
Breaks are really important
Breaks help you beat the
boredom. The numerical, derivatives, and problem- solving
can take a toll on a student’s
mind. Retention levels deteriorate if one studies at a stretch.
It is advisable by the experts to
take smaller breaks in between
for improving retention and
also engaging in something
more relaxing for the mind. It can
be listening to music, taking a
walk, painting, or any other activity which makes students
feel at ease.
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BJP mediation fails to persuade Hazare Over one lakh indigenous landless people
of Assam receive land Pattas from Prime
Minister at Sivasagar in Assam

IT Correspondent
Mumbai, Jan 23:

Noted social worker Padma
Bhushan Anna Hazare has decided to begin a hunger strike
on 30 January at his native
place Ralegan Siddhi in
Ahmednagar district in Western Maharashtra, from 30 January, as a protest against alleged
failure of the Union Government
to implement assurances given
to him about farm reforms earlier.
In a letter dated December
15, 2020, to Union Agriculture
Minister Narendra Singh Tomar,
Hazare had reminded him about
a written assurance given to
him by former Union Agriculture Minister Radha Mohan
Singh on February 05, 2019, to
implement the demands raised
by him. Based on that assurance he had called off his agitation in 2019. However although
nearly an year has passed by,
the government has not taken
any action.
On
Friday,
former
Maharashtra Chief Minister and
present leader of the Opposition in the Assembly Devendra
Fadnavis and other BJP leaders including Girsh Mahajan
and Radhakrishna Vikhe Patil
called on him and urged him to
call off his proposed agitation.
However Hazare did not budge
saying that if the government
is unable to act upon its written assurance, now he cannot
rely on anybody’s oral assurance.
Hazare later told media that
Fadnnavis had come with a let-

ter from Tomar but there was
nothing concrete in that letter
and as such he was firm on beginning his hunger strike from
30 January. Whereas Fadnavis
told media that every effort
would be made to persuade
Hazare from undertaking the
fast. “Hazare is a pride of
Maharashtra and at this stage
old age he should not start agitation risking his health”.
Assurance by former minister
In response to Hazare’s
hunger strike, former Agriculture Minister Radha Mohan
Singh had visited “RaleganSiddhi” in 2018 and had assured
him to take action on his demands. Fadnavis was also
present in that meeting. Based
on the assurance, he Hazare had

called off his hunger strike.
In his letter to Tomar,
Hazare had pointed out the issues agreed upon by Radha
Mohan Singh. The issues included to grant a quasi-judicial
status and an autonomy to the
the Commission for Agricultural Costs
& Prices (CACP), to fix prices
of agriculture produce based on
C2+50 formula as per the recommendations
of
the
Swaminathan Committee, to fix
Minimum Support Price (MSP)
for fruits, vegetables, and milk,
to give 80 percent grant for procurement of agriculture equipment used for Drip Irrigation,
Sprinkler Irrigation, etc and to
set up a high powered committee led by the Union Minister
of State for Agriculture to look
into farmers’ woes in general.

Initially Hazare had sought
permission from Delhi administration to undertake hunger
strike at either Ram Leela
Maidan or Jantar Mantar in
Delhi. But he has changed plans
in view of the bitter cold in
Delhi.
He had also refused to join
ongoing stir against three farm
acts when an 11 member delegation of agitating farmers,
called on him in December last
and urged him to join the stir.
However, 83-year-old Hazare
had told them that although he
supports the stir, he will not be
able to join it given the severe
cold and his weak health.
Kisan Baburao Hazare,
popularly known as Anna
Hazare, is a social activist who
led movements to promote rural development, increase government transparency, and investigate and punish corruption in public life.
He had started a hunger
strike in 5 April 2011 to exert
pressure on the Union government to enact a stringent anticorruption law, the Lokpal Bill,
for the institution of an
ombudsman, with the power to
deal with corruption in public
places. The fast led to nationwide protests in support. The
fast ended after the government
accepted his demands and issued a gazette notification on
the formation of a joint committee, consisting of government
and civil society representatives, to draft the legislation.
Subsequently the Lokpal and
Lokayuktas Act, 2013 was
passed.

Agency
Sivasagar, Jan 23:
The Prime M inister
handed over 1.06 lakh Land
Pattas/Allotment Certificates
to beneficiaries in Jerenga
Pathar in Sivasagar in Assam.
Speaking on the occasion the
PM said he had visited
Assam many times in recent
years and said the people of
Assam have blessed us.
PM Modi said 40 per cent
of Assam’s population is taking
the
benefit
of
‘Ayushmaan Bharat’ scheme
of the Central government.
He reiterated that the NDA
govt has always kept the
preservation
of
the
Assamese culture as its foremost intention behind implementing policies including
the protection of the
Assamese language & promotion of its literature.
The PM said Over 50 lakh
gas cylinders have been distributed in Assam and the
Centre-State double engine
government is also working
very hard to supply running
water to all the households
of the state. The State is 100
percent electrified and the
Ujjala scheme is successful
with 99 percent coverage.
The Prime Minister said
Act East policy has strengthened connectivity. He also

72nd Republic Day celebrations to bring in cheers
By Raju Vernekar
Despite a shadow of
COVID-19 still looming large,
with ongoing vaccination drive
and unlock measures, people
are expected to participate enthusiastically in 72nd Republic Day celebrations, looking
forward to the resumption of
normalcy across the country
soon.
Although the celebration
of R day at Rajpath in New
Delhi will be a low key affair,
the participation of contingents floats from states and
students’ cultural programs, is
certain to add flavour to the R
day parade. The 321 school
children and 80 folk artists will
present the programs on different themes such as
“Aatma Nirbhar Bharat: Vision
for A Self Reliant India”
(Mount Abu Public School and
Vidya Bharti School, Delhi) and
“ Hum Fit Toh India Fit”( Government Girls Senior Secondary School, Delhi). 127 children from DTEA Senior Secondary Schools, Delhi will
showcase folk dances of Tamil
Nadu. Besides 80 folk artists
of Eastern Zonal Cultural Centre, Kolkata will present the folk
dance Bajasal from Kalahandi,
Odisha.
In keeping with COVID-19
protocol, not more than 25,000
spectators will be allowed,
compared to nearly a lakh
people turning up for the parade that showcases India’s
military might and cultural diversity. Children below the age
of 15 will not be permitted. The
replica of the Ram Temple in
Ayodhya is expected to be a
special attention.
Ladakh to make debut
The size of the marching
contingents from the armed
forces and the paramilitary has
been trimmed with 96 partici-

pants in a squad compared to
144 in the ordinary course.
Fifteen floats of central government departments and 17
floats of different states will
participate in the parade. A
tableau of Ladakh will be
showcased for the first time
on Rajpath.
Besides for the first time in
the history of R-Day, the parade will not culminate at the
Red Fort. It will start from Vijay
Chowk and end at the National
Stadium. The distance of the
parade has been cut
down from an earlier 8.2 kilometers to 3.3 kilometers.
The main Republic Day
Parade, in New Delhi, will get
underway at 9.30 a.m., following the flag hoisting at 9 a.m.
Although it used to run for
around three hours, this year
it will be shorter.
Rafale show
The parade will be led by
the three divisions of the Indian armed forces (Army, Navy,
and Air Force) who will display
their strength. Features include
performances by India’s Border Security Force “Daredevils” motorcycle stunt team,
Sikh Light Infantry, the Grenadiers, and the Parachute Regiment. There will also be a
showcase of weapons and
combat vehicles and a dramatic air show. Rafale fighter
plane, the latest multi-role
fighter aircraft acquired by the
IAF will be part of the flypast
at the culmination of the parade. A total of 42 aircraft will
be seen in the flypast including 15 fighter planes, five
transport, and one vintage aircraft. Some new formations will
also be seen for the first time.
A
contingent
of
Bangladesh
A contingent of the
Bangladesh armed forces will
also take part in the parade

given the 50 th anniversary
celebrations of the 1971 war of
liberation of Bangladesh.
The R Day reminds people
about sacrifices by freedom
fighters and armed forces. The
patriotic songs are played and
the air is filled with patriotism.
On the occasion of Republic
day, an assessment of the situation in the country becomes
imperative.
Economy
The COVID-19 pandemic
has battered the country’s
economy with a heavy burden
on state coffers. This will be
reflected in the ensuing union
budget. The budget estimates
for 2020-2021 were: Receipts:
Rs 22.46 lakh crore and Expenditure: at Rs 30.42 lakh crore,
with an estimated growth of
GDP at 10 percent. It was
based on- “Aspirational India”, “Economic Development” and “Caring Society”.
The fiscal deficit was set at
3.5%. However now GDP is
projected to contract by 7.7%
in 2021 and it could be about
8% next year. The economy
grew by only 4.2% in 2019.
Getting the economy back to
7% plus growth from 2022-23
onwards is the real challenge.
The fiscal situation has gone
haywire. The deficit was originally targeted at 3.5% of GDP
but it is likely to be 7.5-8%,
including off-budget items.
Since the states’ deficit will
also increase to around 5%,
the combined deficit in 202021 would be around 13% or
so, much higher than at any
other time.
Although revenues can
bounce back in 2021-22, a reduction in the fiscal deficit may
not be feasible, given the
heavy expenditure for vaccination of over 30 million
healthcare and frontline workers, income support to the

poorest, recapitalize banks to
deal with non-performing assets, and raise defence expenditure.
FDI
However, there was a 16
percent surge in Foreign Direct
Investment (FDI) inflows till
August 2020. According to the
Department for Promotion of
Industry and Internal Trade
(DPIIT), foreign direct
investment(FDI) equity inflows into India crossed the
$500 billion milestones between April 2000 and September 2020. About 29% of the
FDI came through the
Mauritius route. It was followed by Singapore (21%), the
United States, the Netherlands, Japan (each 7%), and
the United Kingdom (6%). The
other big investors have been
from Germany, Cyprus, France,
and the Cayman Islands.
India’s FDI is projected to
trend around 2600.00 USD Million in 2021. The key sectors
which attracted the maximum
FDI include the services segment, computer software and
hardware, telecommunications, trading, construction
development, automobile,
chemicals, and pharmaceuticals.
Loss of jobs
India’s lockdown announced on March 24, 2020,
and extended thrice, over 12
crore informal and migrant
workers lost the jobs with an
estimated wage loss of Rs
33,800 crore, as per the survey
by the Centre for Monitoring
Indian Economy (CMIE).
People between the ages of 20
and 44 were most impacted.
However CMIE’s December
2020 report stated that although unemployment reduced from July to September,
now the recovery phase is
over and a decline is setting in

again. Parliament passed three
labour bills –industrial relations, occupational safety and
social security, in September,
arguably to simplify existing
labour regulations. The 29
central labor laws have been
amalgamated into four codes,
which the Union Ministry of
Labour and Employment
claims as a “game-changer”.
However, trade unions have
branded them as a “death
blow” to the working class.
Food grains
As per the figures released
by the Union agriculture ministry, the target of total food
grains production for 2020-21
is around 298.3 MT, comprising 149.92 MT in Kharif season and 148.4 MT during rabi.
In 2019-20, production was
291.95 MT, against the target
of 291.1 MT.
Population
The country’s population
is estimated at 138 crores,
equivalent to 17.7% of the total world population. 35.0 % of
the population is urban, while
65 percent the population is
located in rural areas. The total land area is 2,973,190 Km2
(1,147,955 sq. miles) and the
population density is 464 per
square kilometer.
Literacy
At present, the Literacy
rate of India 2021 is 74.04%
(aged seven and above). The
male literacy rate is 82.14%
and the female literacy rate is
65.46%. Kerala is the most literate state, with 93.91% literacy. Bihar is the least literate, with a literacy of 63.82%.
Amid the pandemic, the
economy is slowly limping
back to normalcy. India is expected to become one of the
most powerful countries in the
time to come. Let us hope that
we become superpower at
least by 2030.

lauded the Assam government for handling the
COVID19 situation in a humanitarian manner and called
it praise worthy.
He said he was confident
that Assam will take forward
the vaccination drive now
and appealed to all to get
vaccinated.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi today said Assam is the
heart of Heritage in India and
fast-paced and all round development of Assam is very
important to the Government.
The Prime Minister said
Assam is a significant part of
AatmaNirbharBharat where
11000 km road has been constructed and the way to
‘Atmanirbhar Assam’ is
through ‘Atmavishwaas’
among the people of Assam.
Taking into account the
urgent need to protect the
Land Rights of indigenous
People of the State, Government of Assam came out with
a comprehensive New Land
Policy with a renewed emphasis on protecting the Land
rights of the indigenous
People.
The Prime Minister said
the indigenous people have
got legal recognition for their
land and parallel to that they
can avail all government facilities of welfare schemes.
He said the government is
planning to make Sati
Joymati’s memory in Jerenga
Pathar as an iconic archeological site.
In his speech Mr. Modi
fondly recalled the greatest
freedom fighter of the nation
Netaji Subhash Chandra
Bose. He said the entire country is celebrating the 125th
birth anniversary of Netaji today as ‘Prakram Diwas’. The
country has made the decision to honour and remember
Netaji’s indomitable spirit
and selfless service to the

nation. His life gives us inspiration even today, the PM
said.
Speaking on the occasion
CM of Assam, Sarbananda
Sonowal said Prime Minister
Natrendra Modi is the biggest well-wisher of Assam
and its people. He said taking into Account an urgent
need to protect the Land
Rights of indigenous People
of the State, Government of
Assam came out with a comprehensive New Land Policy
with a renewed emphasis on
protecting the Land rights of
the indigenous People. He
thanked Prime Minister Modi
for the development of
Assam and the northeast region.
State Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma said Assam and
northeast got due attention
from the Central Govt and
made
unprecedented
progress during the last 6
years. We thank the PM for
giving the region a new direction in terms of growth &
inclusive development.
Earlier the Prime Minister
reached the state this morning and was given a warm and
traditional welcome.
The issuance of Patta and
allotment certificates for the
indigenous people of Assam
has been given highest priority to instil a sense of security amongst them. Assam
had five lakh 75 thousand
landless families in 2016. The
present government has distributed two lakh 28 thousand
land Pattas and allotment certificates since May 2016.
Taking into Account an urgent need to protect the Land
Rights of indigenous People of
the State, Government of
Assam came out with a comprehensive New Land Policy
with a renewed emphasis on
protecting the Land rights of
the indigenous People.

Myanmar committed Rohingyas
repatriation under 2017
agreement with Bangladesh
Agency
Yangoon, Jan 23:
Myanmar Minister for International Cooperation Kyaw
Tin has said that Myanmar is
committed to start the repatriation of Rohingyas under the
2017
agreement
with
Bangladesh. The Minister
pointed out that Myanmar
had taken back Rohingyas in
1978 and 1992 on the basis of
mutual talks.
According to a press release
issued by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MoFA) of
Bangladesh yesterday, Myanmar
minister said in a letter to the
Bangladesh Foreign Minister
that Myanmar is committed to
resolve all issues of mutual interest peacefully with it.
He expressed the hope that
the tripartite meeting between
Bangladesh, Myanmar and
China held on January 19
would help in starting the repatriation of Rohingyas to
Myanmar.
Earlier, Bangladesh had expressed ‘cautious optimism’ at
the tripartite meeting held between Bangladesh, Myanmar
and China.
It had expressed the hope

that the repatriation of the
forcefully displaced persons
from Myanmar will begin in the
second quarter of the current
year. Bangladesh had urged
Myanmar to expedite the process of verification of the biometric data of 8.4 lakh
Rohingya refugees submitted
by it so that the repatriation
process could proceed
quickly.
Myanmar and Bangladesh
had agreed to a procedural
framework for repatriation in
November 2017. The agreement stipulated that return
would be voluntary and there
would be no restriction on the
number of Rohingyas who
wanted to return to Myanmar.
The agreement said that
the returnees would not face
any consequences unless
they are found to be involved
in terrorist activities. Myanmar
had also agreed that they
would not be settled in temporary places for long periods
and the returning Rohingyas
will have freedom of movement
in the Rakhine state in line with
existing laws of the country.
However, two attempts at
repatriation of Rohingyas to
Myanmar have failed.
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