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Manipur Celebrates 50th Statehood Day
IT News
Imphal, Jan 21:
Manipur celebrated its
50th Statehood Day today.
Presentation of march past by
eight parade contingents was
the main attraction of the
State-level function held at the
1st Battalion Manipur Rifles
Parade Ground, Imphal.
Speaking on the occasion
as Chief Guest, Chief Minister
N. Biren Singh informed
proudly that Manipur had
been positioned in the top
three among the Northeast
and the hilly states in India
Innovative Index 2020,
released by NITI Aayog on
January 20. He gave credit for
the achievement to everyone
who had contributed to the
development of the State
including the Ministers,
MLAs, Chief Secretary, DGP,
every
Government
employees, CSOs, NGOs,
Bank employees and media
persons among others.
The Chief Minister further
stated that the recognition
given by NITI Aayog had
proved that the state is moving
towards upward growth trend
with new ideas, development
at grassroots level and
considerable improvement in
law and order. With the
improvement in every field like
balanced economic growth in
valley and hill regions, good
relations amongst different
communities residing in the
state and positive change in
the mindset of the people had
made the State an attraction
point in the eye of everyone
in the country, he added.
N. Biren Singh also
observed that Manipur would
be one of the best States in
the country if everyone,
regardless of their position,
worked with sincerity and
transparency and stood
together against the evil of
corruption. Expressing that

Prof. Gunindro
appointed as
VC of MUC

the State had now come up
with a trend of thanksgiving
and appreciation to any
development work being
taken up, he appealed to the
public to come up with
positive suggestions and
constructive criticism which
are very necessary for a

Prof. P. Gunindro Singh
has been appointed as ViceChancellor of the Manipur
University of Culture.
An order in the connection
has been issued by the
Chancellor of Manipur
University of Culture Dr.
Najma Heptulla, who is also
the Governor of Manipur
today. As per the appointment
order Prof. P. Gunindro Singh
will Serve as Vice-Chancellor
of Manipur University for a
period of five years with effect
from the date he takes over
charge or until he attains the
age of seventy years.

Department are also in the
pipeline, he added.
The Chief Minister also
stated that a temporary
structure
would
be
constructed at the site of
Churachandpur Medical
College,
apart
from
construction work of the main

Meghalaya, Manipur & Tripura celebrate their statehood
day today; Prez, Vice Prez & PM greet the people
Agency
New Delhi, Jan 21:
Meghalaya, Manipur &
Tripura celebrate their
statehood day
today. President, Vice
President and Prime
Minister have greeted the
people of Meghalaya,
Manipur and Tripura on the
occasion of their Statehood
Day today.
In his message,
President Ram Nath Kovind
said, blessed with immense
natural beauty, rich history
and vibrant culture, these

states are fascinating. He
extended his warm wishes as
they continue to move
ahead on the path of multifaceted development.
Vice President M.
Venkaiah Naidu said, these
North-Eastern states have
retained their special place in
India and have shown the
way to the rest of the
country through their
natural diet and healthy
lifestyle. He added that the
three states have come a
long way since their state
formation, making India
proud in every field.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said, the culture and
warm-hearted nature of the
people of Tripura is admired
across India. The state has
achieved outstanding
progress in various fields. He
said, India is proud of
Manipur’s contribution to
national development.
Manipur is a powerhouse of
innovation and sporting
talent. Mr Modi said,
Meghalaya is known for its
remarkable kindness and spirit
of brotherhood. Youngsters
from Meghalaya are creative
and enterprising.

democracy.
Informing that foundation
stone for construction of a
water amusement park had
been laid at Imphal East during
December last year, he said

Churachandpur, Jiribam,
Kangpokpi,
Senapati,
Tamenglong and Ukhrul.
Construction of 47 Primary
Health Sub-Centres at rural
and hill areas under Minority

building, to make it able to
start its classes from the next
academic session. Mentioning
about the inauguration of
Dolaithabi Barrage Project,
Thoubal
Project
and

reopening of Loktak Lifting
Irrigation, he added that
various other projects would
also be ready for inauguration
soon.
Stressing on the activities
taken up for women
empowerment in the State, he
said that the Ima Markets had
been constructed in hill and
valley districts to provide
exposure to the women, to use
their skills and talents and
contribute more in the
economic development. He
also appealed to every
Government employee of the
state to render their services
with commitment
and
contribute more in making
Manipur a successful state.
During the celebration, the
Chief Minister also presented
a cheque of five lakh rupees
to the sister of (Late) Major
Laishram Jyotin Singh under
Major Jyotin Bravery Award.
Sh. Jugeshore Sharma,
Commanding Officer, 10th IRB
was the parade commander of
today’s
march
past
contingents which includes
5th Battalion Manipur Rifles,
Khongjaron; 8th IRB;
Combined Civil Police (Male)
Imphal East and West; 9th
Indian Reserve Mahila
Battalion; Home Guard (Male),
Combined VDF, Imphal East
and West; Traffic Police and
CID-Technical and Bomb
Squad contingent.
It may be mentioned the
Government had earlier
planned to celebrate the
Statehood Day with large
arrangements as this year
marks the Golden Jubilee of
the attainment of Statehood.
However, due to the COVID19 pandemic the state cabinet
had decided to do away with
the plan and to celebrate it
with restriction. Ministers,
MLAs, Chief Secretary, DGP,
top civil and police officials
also attended the function
among others.

Manipur Ranked first among
NE states as per NITI Aayog
2nd edition of India
Innovation Index-2020
IT News
Imphal/Delhi, Jan 21:
Manipur ranked first
amongst the North Eastern
States category in 2nd edition
of India Innovation Index-2020.
And among the North East and
Hill States category, Manipur
ranked in the third category
after Himachal Pradesh and
Uttarakhand.
Delhi stands at the first
position while Chandigarh

can solve the challenges and
fulfil the aspiration of people.
He urged on the need to
improve the coordination
mechanism between the
various
Science
and
Technology institutions of
government and the private
sector. He also asked to bring
the India Innovation Index in
sync with Global innovation
index’s parameters.
Speaking at the event, Chief
Executive Officer of NITI

retained its second spot in the
Union Territories and small
States category.
This was as per NITI Aayog
second edition of the India
Innovation Index-2020 released
today. The index demonstrates
the government’s continued
commitment
towards
transforming the country into
an
innovation-driven
economy.
While releasing the India
Innovation Index-2020 in New
Delhi, Vice Chairman of NITI
Aayog Rajiv Kumar said, the
index illustrates that India is on
the right path and the states are
endeavouring to improve their
innovative ecosystem.
He said, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi always
emphasises on innovation and
technological frontiers as these

Aayog, Amitabh Kant said that
innovation will play a key role
in making the country selfreliant and heading towards the
five trillion dollar economy. He
said, the innovation index will
increase the competitive
federalism among the States and
Union Territories.
In the India Innovation
Index-2020, the States and
Union Territories have been
divided into 17 Major States, 10
North-East and Hill States and
nine Union Territories and Small
States for effectively comparing
their performance.
In the 2020 ranking,
Karnataka retained its first
position in the Major States
category. Maharashtra moved
one position higher and stood
at 2nd spot while Tamil Nadu
slid to 3rd position.

SC rules out review of Aadhaar order, Massive fire at Serum Institute
with one dissent: on money Bill
of India’s plant in Pune
Agency
New Delhi, Jan 21:

IT News
Imphal, Jan 21:

that such spaces are
necessary for everyone to
spend their leisure time and
live a better life. Apart from
this, the State Government
had obtained approval to
construct Children Parks in
seven different districts
including
Chandel,
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The Supreme Court has
dismissed petitions seeking a
review of its 2018 judgment
upholding the constitutional
validity of the Aadhaar Act,
with Justice D Y Chandrachud
dissenting saying the Court
should wait till a larger Bench
decides the question of
certification of a Bill as money
Bill before deciding the review
petitions.
The Aadhaar Bill had
been certified by the
government as a money Bill,
enabling it to get it cleared
without getting the assent of
a majority in the Rajya Sabha.
A five-judge Bench headed
by then Chief Justice Dipak
Misra had upheld the
Aadhaar Act in a 4:1 ruling on
September 26, 2018.
The January 11 order was
given by a five-judge Bench,
comprising apart from Justice
Chandrachud, Justices A M
Khanwilkar, Ashok Bhushan,
Abdul Nazeer and B R Gavai.

The majority judgment said,
“We have perused the review
petitions as well as the
grounds in support thereof.
In our opinion, no case for
review of judgment and order
dated 26.09.2018 is made out.
We hasten to add that
change in the law or
subsequent
decision/
judgment of a coordinate or
larger Bench by itself cannot
be regarded as a ground for
review. The review petitions
are accordingly dismissed.”
In
his
dissenting
judgment,
Justice
Chandrachud said two of
t he “cr it ical q u es tions ”
dealt with by the Aadhaar
ruling were “whether the
decision of the Speaker of
the House of People… to
certify a bill as a ‘Money
Bill’ under Article 110(1) is
final and binding, or can be
subject to judicial review;
and … if t he d ec is io n is
subject to judicial review,
whether
the
Aadhaar
(Targeted Delivery of
Financial
and
Other

Subsidies, Benefits and
Services) Act, 2016 (the
Aadhaar Act), had been
correctly certified as a
‘Money Bill’”.
The issue whether judicial
review can be exercised over
a decision of the Speaker had
arisen subsequently before
another Constitution Bench
in Rojer Mathew v South
Indian Bank Ltd. This was
in the context of whether
s om e p r ovisions of the
Finance Act, 2017 (relating
to appointments to tribunals
and the condit ions of
service of members), could
have b een cer tified as a
money Bill. That judgment
had said that the Speaker’s
decision was not be yond
judicial review though the
s cop e w as ex t re mely
restricted. It had also said
that the 2018 Aadhaar verdict
had
not
answered
conclusively the question as
to what constitutes a money
Bill under Article 110 (1) and
had directed that it be referred
to a larger Bench.

The smoke billowing from the under construction building located at SII.
IT Correspondent
Pune, Jan 21:
A massive fire broke out at
the
under-construction
building, located at the Serum
Institute of India’s complex in
Manjri area of Pune on
Thursday afternoon.
As per initial reports, no
person is trapped inside the

under-construction building.
Eight fire tenders rushed
to the spot, while the cause of
fire was not known.
“Covishield” vaccine
against coronavirus is being
manufactured by the Serum
Institute in India. Sources
said the production of
“Covishiled” was not being
carried out at the SII building

where the major fire broke
out.
The under-construction
building is adjacent to the
plant where “Covishield” is
being produced. “Covishield”
is developed by Oxford
University and BritishSwedish
company
AstraZeneca
and
manufactured by the SII.
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Bedlam beginning
The year started with a flurry of wishes and hopes and
resolutions as usual with the finding of a cure of the COVID-19
pandemic. And yet, even before the first month of the year has
completed, the turn of events have made everybody believe
that the wishes were what they will always be- mere wishes. The
present developments in the state- almost every single one of
them regretfully negative- have once again posed as an ominous
dark cloud over the state, threatening to wash away the hopes
and with it any feeble signs of the fickle sense of stability and
peace that has been so hard to come by in a deluge. Reports of
stalled projects turning out to be white elephants have cropped
up with alarming regularity, and as if these regularly occurring
“phenomena” is not enough to grab the attention of the slumbering
and scheming state government, the aftermath of the recent
earthquake have opened up more than a few cracks and is
threatening to tumble the government off its highly prized and
exorbitantly procured pedestal. The tragedy, however, is not as
much about the failure to implement the various projects and
schemes in a proper manner as it is about the failure of the state
government to acknowledge and admit the lapses and blunders as
a matter of fact. What is still happening on the contrary is that
most of the ministers and bureaucrats, acting as cheerleaders
for the state government could not be less bothered with the
details and technical minutiae- all that matters to them is that
their positions and political clouts are still not on the wane.
It is worth mentioning that if one failed to dance to the tune
of the drum beat, he/she could neither be called a good dancer.
The Manipuri saying still stands true and many across the world
consider it one among the best proverb as success is brought to
the act on perfect timing. Napoleon could have conquered United
Kingdom had the United Kingdom waited for an appropriate time
to strike back. Hitler could have been the empire of the world
had not the Russian waiter for winter to hit back at them or
hadn’t the American strike deadly atom bomb at Hiroshima and
Nagasaki, Japanese imperialism would have spread all over Asia
and history would have been different. The leader who know
where and when to act is called a successful leader. On the other
hand a person who failed to utilize time properly and doesn’t do
homework well on where and when to act is a fool blessed by
destiny if in case he remains success.
While it might be argued by various sympathizers with varied
vested interests in the survivability of the present government
that the real hurdle to the implementation of various public
development activities in the state is the unstable social and
political atmosphere, the fact remains that the very social
tensions and uncertainties being faced by the public at present
is the deliberate and planned product of the system which stands
to benefit and gain from all the chaos and confusions that has
so far marked our volatile society. That a stable society free of
disturbances and tensions will definitely turn to the inadequacies
and inefficiencies of those at the helm of affairs of the state is
a foregone conclusion. It is therefore a logical extension that to
mask the discrepancies and misappropriations in governance
and administrations, there has to be as much distractions and
diversions so that the attention of the public does not remain
fixed on any one aspect, or that their concerns are not shared
effectively.
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Tenure Track System: Observations &
Thoughts - A Difficult Way to the New World
By: Dr. Aniruddha Babar, Tetso College, Dimapur, Nagaland
“There is No Resting Day for
an Academician”
~ Late. Prof. V.S.Mani, Director,
Seedling School of Law and Governance
Jaipur National University,
Jaipur, INDIA, President, Asian Society of International Law,
Singapore (2011-2013), Formerly
ISRO Professor of International
Space Law, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi (1990-2004) &
Founder-VC, Gujarat National Law
University, Gandhinagar, Gujarat
(2004-7) & Doctoral Advisor of Dr.
Aniruddha Babar
The Education system in India
will go through a serious change
as it gradually adapt itself with the
framework laid down by the New
Education Policy. I have spoken extensively on many occasions on the
factual dynamics of NEP 2020 on
various platforms; however, I believe that there have been issues
which may need wider public debate. Nevertheless, one cannot ignore that the ‘change’ is coming to
the education sector which has relatively escaped from ‘reforms’ for
over three decades. The current
Government has been strong on reforms. It is critical to recognize the
role and contribution of colleges
and universities in the policy narrative, and time is ripe for government and independent forces in
education to start aligning and collaborating towards a new world
where Education sector will thrive
with new possibilities. The 21st
century classroom requires 21st
century teachers. The NEP has
given new meaning and dimension
to the profession of teaching & research. Professional development
of teachers, building their accountability through tenure track system
and periodic performance appraisal,
all can create a positive impact. One
of the many new changes that NEP
has prescribed is the suggestion to
introduce ‘Tenure Track System’ at
pan India level.
The idea of Education in India
has evidently remained stagnated
at the level of classroom teaching
where Teachers habitually comes,
delivers a lecture and disappears.
It has been said that the teachers
teaching in higher education insti-

tutions in India have a limited understanding as to their profession
merely in terms of ‘delivery’ of academic lecture and completion of ‘administrative responsibilities’. Consequently, what has been widely observed that the gross ‘Quality Research Output’ from Indian
academia at all levels-in Universities, Colleges as well as Independent Research Institutes has been
comparatively lower than their
Western counterparts. This is the
major concern which has rightly
been pointed out and addressed by
National Education Policy 2020
which has openly emphasis on the
need to maximize Quality Research
Output to contribute to the ‘Universal Ecosystem of Knowledge’
that has been largely dominated in
the modern days by Western Academicians and Scholars. It has often been said in academic circles
that, “What Indian Academicians
and Scholars think today, Westerners have already thought ages
ago”. National Education Policy of
2020 has challenged this notion and
raise serious questions as to the
necessity of REFORMS in the Education system not just in the interest of students but also in the interest of larger spectrum of ‘knowledge’ where Indian Academia is
duty bound to contribute- not only
for the present, but also for the tomorrow to come. Teaching and research are two sides of the same
coin and help improve higher education while creating a better society around us.
One of the core objectives of
the National Education Policy 2020
is about generating and sharing
ideas that will be widely applicable
in real-life settings which encourage Academicians and Researchers
to discover applied solutions to the
burning problems in the society. On
the contrary, quality research in
India principally hinges on doctoral
research work (leading to the award
of MPhil/ PhD degree) produced by
the universities that follow UGC
regulations. There is a common misconception that influenced large
number of our Academicians all
over India that the PhD is the final
frontier of knowledge that they
could achieve, but the reality is far
different. PhD Degree is nothing but

a license to enter deeper into the
darker depths of the ocean of
Knowledge, research, discoveries,
possibilities, creations and annihilations. PhD has no value if one
does not know how to utilize it in
the best possible way in the interest of the world around him/her.
Therefore, New Education Policy
sets an agenda of improving the
“quality of research” by faculty and
creating new knowledge and strategies for improving research culture in colleges and universities
which would be super competitive
and quality oriented. India has massive potential to enrich the knowledge ecosystem. Due to the entry
of private players in the education
sector in the last two decades the
quality of infrastructure, institutional support system has also improved, funding sources has been
freed from Red-tapism. However,
the consensus is that the quality
of research is far from reasonable
or no research at all. Here we should
not be just concerned about the
quality of PhD Research but also
what PhD holding Academicians
does in their academic career. India
has been rightly called by the world
as a Cradle of Civilization- a Land of
world class ancient learning centres
and universities like Pushpagiri,
Nalanda, Vallabhi, Telhara,
Somapura Mahavihara, Sharada
Peeth, Jagaddala Mahavira, Taxila
and Vikramasheela that remained
sources of the light of knowledge to
the world for thousands of years.
Where that rich academic culture and
heritage has gone? When the Western Academia has been standing
true to the legacy of Library of Alexandria, Plato’s Academy, Aristotle’s
Peripatetic School, University of
Constantinople, University of Bologna, University of Oxford, University of Cambridge; where are WE
standing? Where are our Academicians standing? Where is our Research and our Achievements standing? Where are our Colleges and
Universities standing?
We love to dwell in the past
knowing well that past has no meaning at all on the dynamic timescale
on which human civilization is constantly moving, progressing,
evolving through the tides of Time,
Space and Social gravity. We must

look up at the horizon and walk
STRAIGHT to the light and for that
we need new ideas, new thoughts,
new perspective, new approach,
new vision and new courage. Who
will give that? It should come from
the custodians of knowledge. Who
are the custodians of knowledge?
The Colleges, Universities, the Research Institutes, the Centres for
Higher Learning, the Think Tanks
are the custodians of knowledge.
In order to allow the custodians of
knowledge to perform their ‘sacred’
duties and responsibilities, the ‘REFINERIES’ of the knowledge must
be strong, well-maintained and
these refineries are the ACADEMICIANS, SCHOLARS, THINKERS
AND TEACHERS. Without Quality Refinery there cannot be Quality Knowledge contribution and
dissemination. Future of society
depends on Colleges and the Universities- Where Present meets the
Tomorrow and conspires to CREATE A BRIGHTER FUTURE.
Research is to see what everybody else has seen and to think what
nobody else has thought. Research
is a primary duty of an Academician
who should not be assessed or
judged merely on the basis of his/
her capacity to teach but also an
ability to produce original
‘THOUGHTS’ & ‘IDEAS’ to increase
the stock of knowledge. The quality
parameters on the basis of which the
performance & abilities of an Academician needs to be judged should
have a stronger support of a robust
system in place to evaluate ‘intellectual calibre’ by an ‘External expert
committee’ as evidenced by the quality publications, documented research grants, consultancies and
over all intellectual contribution
made from time to time. Even though
there is a set system in existence as
prescribed by the UGC regarding the
selection of a candidate for the post
of Asst. Professor- a stepping stone
in the world of academics it does not
at all guarantee the quality of the
chosen ‘talent’. Eminent educationists are of the opinion that in the
present academic context of India
even the NET, SET and PhD cannot
guarantee the quality performance
of a ‘Faculty Member’ in the ‘realtime’ scenario.
(contd. on page 3)

INA-Japanese Imphal and Kohima Campaign and Local Participation (1942-45) - III
POST WAR SOCIO-POLITICAL
CHANGES
The war period, thus, was a time
of intense socio-economic and political cross-currents. The changes
during the wartime provided material as well as ideological basis for
strong political movements during
1946-1949 period. It was during
such a time of tremendous change
that the economic base of the nascent Manipuri and Naga middle
class was strengthened through
massive investments in transportation, trade, supply and construction
works. Ideologically, the Manipuri
and Naga middle class was exposed
to the national and international political trends and therefore, was on
the lookout for opportunities to
struggle for broad socio-economic
and political changes in their respective states. As far as the
Manipuri and the Naga masses
were concerned, the disturbances
shook their traditional way of life.
They began to feel the impacts of
the market economy as it penetrated

into the remote areas of the region.
The people of Manipur and Naga
hills, thus, became receptive to various political ideologies. The politics of Naga National Council, Kuki
National Assembly, Manipur Communist Party, and above all the politics of Indian National Congress
backed bystrong organizational networks at the State as well as district
level in both the two places are to
be examined against such a backdrop.
As far as the political trend in
Manipur valley was concerned, it
may be pointed out that a large section of Meitei middle class who
worked with Mahasabha had been
desperately trying to set up a unit
of Indian National Congress and ultimately Manipur State Congress
was formally established in October
1946. A few other leaders of Meitei
middle class belonging to the
Krishak Sabhawent to Burma along
with the retreating INA-Japanese
forceand returned by August 1946.
Majority of the group along with H.
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By Prof. N. Lokendra Singh
Prof. & Head, Dept. of History, Manipur University
Irabot Singh worked for a left wing Hills under the laws and led them
peasant movement under the ban- up to the path of civilization. In
ner of Manipur Communist Party/ appearance they still differ from the
DOC, CPI. From 1946 onward, the rest of India. By the influx of so
two political groups began to many Indian troops of various class
launch systematic campaign for po- and by their habit of treating the
litical democratization and broad hill people strangers all men and
socio-economic change in the state. women in the Hills let alone those
Regarding the political situa- who know little education, they all
tions in the hill areas, the observa- feel their difference more.
tions of Mangi Singh Thiyam seems
On the issue of political strategy
to reflect the then political scenario. of the hill people, Mangi wrote “they
He wrote:
were going to send to H.E. the GovThe Hills at last seem to awaken. ernor of Assam …(a petition) and
They got up by the cries of Democ- they desired that the petition be forracy and Independence all over the warded to H.E. the Viceroy and then
world and especially by the India to His Majesty the, King. The sugIndependent cries. It had its own gestion was to establish hill admininterests to safeguard. They were istrative unit in Assam-Burma borvery much worried during the last der by taking similar areas from N.
Gandhi-Jinnah talks and were Burma. It originated from the speech
greatly relieved that it ended into of Sir R. Reid, Ex-Governor of Assam
nothing. There was no room for the about these Hills in London and its
minorities in their thoughts. recent origin is from the Naga Hills.
Though politically included within All bless this proposal”.
the orbit of India, at least, felt that
The report of Mangi Singh may
historically they had never been be appreciated against the backsubdued either by the great Hindu ground of socio-economic assessKings or the Muslim Kings. More- ment provided by N.L. Bor. Dr. Bor
over, they were not cared for at all. wrote that even the remotest of
It is only the British who took the Manipur hills (and adjoining areas)

began to change their way of life due
to presence of army and considerable inflow of money. Bor further
wrote that with increased use of consumption goods like soaps, mugs
etc., which were supplied by mobile
canteen every week, the standard of
living of the hill people had grown
tremendously.Thus, it is fairly reasonable to argue that a large section of educated and politically conscious group of Manipur hills, along
with other leaders of North East Indian hill areas in collaboration with
some of the colonial officers were
toying with the idea of a separate
administrative unit in the hilly IndoBurma region.
Within such broad trend, there
were varied ethnocentric political
currents. The Mao Nagas under the
leadership of A. Daiho and influenced by the politics of Naga National Council launched a struggle
for the inclusion of Naga inhabited
areas of Manipur into Naga Hills.
The Mizo Union also made inroads
into the Kuki areas of the Southern
hills of Manipur and began to demand the integration of Kuki inhabited areas into the Lushai Hills. In

the western hills of Manipur,the
Zeliangrong Nagas also continued
their long drawn out struggle for the
unification of the Zeliangrong inhabited areas of Manipur, Naga Hill and
North Cachar Hills. Thus, although
most of the traditional chiefs and the
general masses continued to believe
in the historico-political entity of
Manipur, the educated elites of
Manipur hills began politics of ethnic consolidation and ethnic identity.
In the Naga Hills, Zapu Phizo,
an Angami leader returned in June
1946 after his long wartime sojourn
in Burma to preach his politics of
Naga independence. Although the
NNC (Naga National Council) which
he had founded initially demanded
local autonomy of Naga Hills within
the state of Assam, after India’s independence, they raised the demand to secede the Naga Hills from
India.The movement still continues.
It may be pointed out that during
the war and even a decade after the
event, the people of the region were
linked up very closely with the
people who inhabit the northwestern Burmese hills.

(Chapter from the Forthcoming Book on Manipur and Second World War)
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IFWJ urges CM Sarbananda Sonowal
to ensure lady scribe’s modesty
IT Correspondent
Lucknow, Jan 21:
Indian Federation of
Working Journalists (IFWJ)
president K Vikram Rao expressed serious concern
over the incident of manhandling a lady reporter during a
formal press meet in Gauhati
Press Club recently and
urged Assam chief minister
Sarbananda Sonowal, also in
charge of State home portfolio, to nab the culprits for lawful punishments.
Mentionable is that, the
lady scribe, who represents
a popular Assamese daily
newspaper, was assigned for
a media conference at the

press club on 16 January
2021, where she was verbally
and physically abused by the
conference
convenors
namely film producer
Umashankar Jha and his associate Pranjal Gogoi. The
victim claimed that she was
misbehaved only for putting
some tough questions to the
organizers.
Meanwhile, she lodged an
FIR at Panbazar all women
police station in the city and
subsequently the investigating officers have collected
the necessary CCTV visuals
from the press club authority. Various media organizations raised voices against
the unprecedented incident

and demanded exemplary
punishments to the abusers.
However, the accused individuals have already obtained bail even though the
investigation process is yet
to be completed.
Lately, a number of
Guwahati scribes demonstrated their angers against
the culprits and demanded
justice to the victim reporter.
The protest demonstration on
19 January drew the attention
and supports from hundreds
of media personnel. They also
asked the press club authority, which only released a routine statement cleverly avoiding the names of accused individuals (but identifying the

victim reporter), to fully cooperate with the investigating officers.
“I would like to appeal
CM Sonowal ji to take personal interest over the matter as it would remain as a
black spot over the present
government, which has other
ways implemented a number
of media welfare schemes,”
said Rao adding that for any
reason it is not acceptable to
abuse a reporter while facing
uncomfortable questions by
the press conveners. Stay
mute to such an incident,
where shockingly the victim
is a woman, it would be very
untoward to the government,
he concluded.

PM to visit Assam and West Bengal on January 23
PM to also distribute over one lakh Land Pattas in
Sivasagar, Assam
PIB
New Delhi, Jan 21:
Prime M inister Shri
Narendra Modi will visit
Kolkata to address the
‘Parakram Diwas’ celebrations on 23rd January, 2021,
to commemorate the 125th
birth anniversary year of
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose.
Prime Minister will also visit
Jerenga Pathar in Sivasagar,
Assam to distribute 1.06 lakh
land pattas/allotment certificates.
PM in West Bengal
Prime Minister will preside over the inaugural function of the ‘Parakram Diwas’
celebrations at Victoria Memorial in Kolkata. In order to
honour and remember
Netaji’s indomitable spirit

and selfless service to the
nation, Government of India
has decided to celebrate his
birthday on 23rd January every year as ‘Parakram Diwas’
to inspire people of the country, especially the youth, to
act with fortitude in the face
of adversity as Netaji did, and
to infuse in them a spirit of
patriotic fervour.
A permanent exhibition
and a Projection Mapping
Show on Netaji will be inaugurated on the occasion. A
commemorative coin and
postage stamp will also be released by the Prime Minister.
A cultural programme “Amra
Nuton Jouboneri Doot”,
based on the theme of Netaji,
will also be held.
Before this event, Prime
Minister will visit the Na-

tional Library, Kolkata, where
an International Conference
“Re-visiting the legacy of
Netaji Subhas in the 21st
century” and an Artists’
Camp are being organized.
Prime Minister will interact
with the artists and conference participants.
PM in Assam
Earlier in the day, Prime
Minister will distribute 1.06
lakh land pattas/allotment
certificates in Sivasagar,
Assam. Taking into account
an urgent need to protect the
land rights of indigenous
people of the State, Government of Assam came out with
a comprehensive new Land
Policy with a renewed emphasis on protecting the land
rights of the indigenous
people. The issuance of

Assam Rifles recovers illegal betel
nuts worth rs 7.7 lakhs in Chandel
IT News
Imphal, Jan 21:
The Assam Rifles troops
recovered 1400kg of illegal betel nuts near New Songyang
Village in Chandel District of
Manipur on yesterday.
The troops intercepted two
vehicles in which the betel nuts
were being carried without legal documents from across
Indo Myanmar border into Indian Territory. The assessed
matket value of the recovered
edible items is Rs. 7.7 Lakh.

The recovered items have
been handed over to District

Forest Officer, Chandel for further legal action.

patta/allotment certificates
for ind igenous people of
Assam has been given highest priority in order to instil
a sense of security amongst
them. Assam had 5.75 lakh
landless families in 2016. The
present Government has distr ib uted 2.28 lakhs la nd
pattas/allotment certificates
since May 2016. The cerem ony on 23 rd J anuary
marks the next step in this
process.

AR conducts
Medical Camp
IT News
Imphal, Jan 21:
In continuat ion t o the
pe rs is tent
effort s
in
upliftment of locals, troops
of Assam Rifles conducted a
Medical Camp at Singjameiin
Imphal E as t D is trict of
Manipur on yesterday.
The medical camp was
conducted with an aim to
pr ovid e p rimary health
checkup and medical consultation to the underprivileged
local people. As part of the
camp health advice was provided regarding sanitation,
water borne diseases and
meas ures to p rotect one
from it.
28 locals including adults
and children were benefitted from the medical camp
and expressed their gratitude towards of Assam rifles
for reaching out to them for
this noble cause.

Career Guidance

How To Help Weak Students In Studies

Vijay GarG
The stigmatized term
‘weak student’ refers to various possibilities. Human development is a result of nature
and nurture both that is heredity and environment both
play a vital role in the devel-

opment of a child. So when we
say the child is weak it is possible that he\she might have
biologically lesser IQ or the
environment in which he\she
is living in do not provides
him or her enough opportunities for cognitive (mental) development.
Solutions For How To
Help Weak Students In Studies
1. Try To Find The Reason
It is important to find out
the reason why the child is not
performing up to the mark.
The child may not be physically fit e.g. weak eyes are the
common problem. It is found
sometimes that children don’t
open up about their physical

discomfort. It is therefore advised that teachers or parents
should maintain a rapport
where students can feel free
to discuss their problems.
IQ tests should be conducted on such students.
Sometimes home atmosphere
also adversely affects a child’s
performance. Interest, way of
teaching and infrastructural
barriers can also be the reason for poor performance.
Hence one should find out
the reason.
2. Be Sympathetic
How to improve weak students in studies
Teachers and parents
should be sympathetic to
weak students. They should

not be labeled as weak, dumb
or duffer. Weak students are
also a soft target of bullies
hence they should be protected from such behavior.
Their dignity should be maintained.
3. Provide Opportunities
For Mental Activities
Motivate weak students in
studies
Students should be provided with ample opportunities for learning. The learning
should be activity-based
where the child is actively participating in the teachinglearning process. Learning
should start from concrete and
go to an abstract concept for
better understanding.
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Maharashtra CM, NCP chief to join
protests against farm laws in Mumbai
IT Correspondent
Mumbai, Jan 21:
Maharashtra Chief Minister Uddhav Thackeray and
Nationalist Congress Party
(NCP) chief Sharad Pawar will
be taking part in the protests
ag ains t far m laws, t o be
organised at Azad Maidan in
South Mumbai, on Monday,
January 25.
Some social organisations
are planning to hold protest
demonstrations at Azad
Maidan between January 2325 and on the concluding day,
a march will be organised from
Azad Maidan to Raj Bhavan
to submit a memorandum to
the Governor Bhagatsingh
Koshyari for forwarding it to
the centre..
“Sharad Pawar will take
part in the protest to be held
at Azad Maidan on January
25. The NCP has opposed
the farm laws. The chief min-

ister and leaders of the ruling Maha Vikas Aghadi
(MVA) will also take part,”
the national spokesperson
of the NCP Nawab Malik
said.
Pawa r, who has been
former Agriculture minister,
ha s be en a cr it ic of the
Centre’s farm laws. “I and
Manmohan Singh also
wanted to bring some reforms in the agriculture sector but not in the same way
as the current dispensation
did. That time the agriculture
ministry held long deliberations on the proposed reforms with agriculture ministers of all states and experts of the sector,” Pawar
had said earlier.
Meanwhile, the Central
government and farmers will
be holding yet another
round of talks on Friday,
January 22. The committee,
appointed by the Supreme

Court to resolve the logjam
between the farmers and the
government, met for the first
time on Tuesday. The committee will hold discussions
with farmers and farmers’
bodies in the country who
are both pro and against the
farm law s, one of t he
pa nellists , Anil G hanw at
said.
The Committee will soon
send invitations to the farmers’ unions and associations
to discuss their views on
farm laws. Govt proposes to
suspend farm laws for 1.5 to
2 years and move an affidavit in the Supreme Court if
the farmers agree. The farmers leaders, however, have
made it clear that they want
the laws to be repealed and
not a suspension. The farmers have been p rotest ing
against three farm acts at
Delhi border since last 56
days.

Contd. from Page 2

Tenure Track System: Observations ....
We can observe number of
cases of PhD holders or even
the Post-Docs who are not able
to deliver-par excellence; let
alone do research, similar chaos
can very well observed in cases
where candidates have qualified NET/SET examinations.
Such is the scenario which has
already been well documented
in various research studies that
attempted to explore, assess
and evaluate the standards of
Academics in India. There have
been many cases and institutional scenarios wherein no research has been actively encouraged and the faculty members are allowed to remain content with their mediocre performance. How do we then ensure
that quick appointments to a
very well paid, highly privileged
and permanent position do not
encourage complacency?”
Who is at the loss in the end? It
is the Institution, Students and
finally the society- the biggest
stakeholder of academic institution is at the loss. Will there
be any solution to this million
dollar problem? YES there is!
Introducing Tenure Track
system in the rigid Academic
world of India may not be able
to yield immediate solutions to
the aforementioned problems;
however, it can definitely pave
the path to the quest for a better academic world. Advocates
of the system emphasize the
contributions of tenure to professional excellence and the
social quest for truth. They
deem these common benefits
more important than either the
individual benefits or the costs
to those who do not achieve
tenure. Tenure grants a professor permanent employment at
their college or university and
protects them from summary
dismissal. The concept is
closely tied to academic freedom, as the security of tenure
allows professors to research
and teach any topic—even
controversial ones. So here we
can see that the Tenure system
creates a win-win position for
the academic institutions as
well as the academicians. The
evaluation of the performance
of a new faculty member for initial 6/7 years (American practice)
before granting or rejecting a
tenure offers sufficient time to
prove his/her metal through rich

continuous contribution to the
knowledge ecosystem by way
of academic visibility, series of
publications, securing research
grants and other academic
ways & means. There is no
doubt that the system puts immense pressure to ‘perform’ on
newly recruited candidates
however at the end this pressure will bring out the best from
them and set them on the right
track with robust mental constitution and necessary sharpness to survive in academia and
contribute to the knowledge
ecosystem. We have success
stories of young academicians
from all over the world engaging in path breaking research
endeavours resulting in miraculous discoveries under professional pressure.
System of Tenure Track can
be easily accommodated in local settings of academic institution with suitable modifications
considering the local needs.
Trial period after appointment
which we understand today as
‘probation’ which is generally
kept as one Year has lost its
meaning and became a mere formality; instead probation can be
increased up to 2.6 or 3 years
before granting a ‘Permanent
Appointment’ however, that too
would have to be subjected to
rigorous continuous internal
and external comprehensive assessment, evaluation and blind
review. This system will make
mandatory for faculty members
to do ‘Research’ and produce
quality publications. This will
also benefit the institution as
well in improving their NAAC
ranking. Also, the research oriented environment will create
positive impact on the students
and inspire them to produce
quality research output.
Tenure Track System helps
young academicians to develop and inculcate productive
academic habits which would
enable them to perform in a challenging working environment
with ease and meet the demands of ever changing academic world. Also, it is one of
the finest ways to establish
professional accountability as
well as necessary credibility.
The future of academic institutions and the academicians in
India will depend on how well
they can perform under pres-

sure without losing balance and
sight. The Tenure Track System if developed and implemented religiously in India can
produce intellectually robust,
super competitive, goal oriented, performance oriented,
highly professional Academicians and Academic Leaders.
Therefore, I conclude, it is
not NET/SET or PhD or some
Post Doc that can give the guarantee of performance of Faculty
Member but a systematic implementation of ‘Tenure Track
System’ with absolute transparency can change the destiny
of Academic world in India. This
is the system wherein the BEST
and the FITTEST PhD holders,
Post Doc Academicians, Teachers will perform, survive, grow,
prosper and reach to the much
deserving glory. This is the
system where their past
achievements, their royal almamater, past international awards
& fellowships, their NET/SET
qualifications would not be
enough to protect their careers
but continuous, quality performance throughout their careers
(even after getting ‘tenured’ or
‘permanent’) can only make
them sustain. If WE need robust intellectuals to change the
destiny of our land then we
have no option but to introduce
‘Tenure Track System’ on War
footing.
The 1940 Statement argues
tenure, by ensuring academic
freedom, contributes to the
common good through the
search for truth and its free expression. This argument was
well elaborated by Kingman
Brewster, then president of Yale
University:
“This spirit of academic freedom within the university has
a value which goes beyond
protecting the individual’s
broad scope of thought and
inquiry. . . . If a university is alive
and productive, it is a place
where colleagues are in constant dispute; defending their
latest intellectual enthusiasm,
attacking the contrary views of
others. From this trial by combat emerges a sharper insight,
later to be blunted by other,
sharper minds. It is vital that this
contest be uninhibited by fear
of reprisal. . . . [“On Tenure,”
AAUP Bulletin,” Winter 1972,
(Vol. 58, No. 4) pp. 382-3.]
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Dr Harsh Vardhan unveils IEC Campaign to
address Vaccine Hesitancy and Misinformation
PIB
New Delhi, Jan 21:
Dr. Harsh Vardhan,Union
Minister of Health and Family
Welfare today unveiledIEC
posters to address the emerging issue of vaccine hesitancy
in some sections of population
in the country in presence of
Shri Ashwini Kumar Choubey,
Minister of State for Health and
Family Welfare and Dr V K
Paul, Member (Health), Niti
Aayog.
The world’s largest
immunisation exercise against
COVID-19 was launched by
the Hon’ble Prime Minister on
16th January 2021.
More than 8 lakh
healthcare workers have been
vaccinated till 7 am on 21st Jan
2021.
The Union Health Minister reminded everyone of the
achievements of the country,
the second most populous
country in the world. He said,
“India is one of the few countries to halt the march of
COVID-19
and
simultaneouslydevelop a vaccine for COVID, thanks to the
leadership of Prime Minister
Shri Narendra Modi ji who be-

stowed his personal attention
to get the country rid of the
pandemic.” Today, the country is seeing a steady decline
in the active cases. Around
15,000 daily new cases were
reported yesterday, he added.
Explaining the role of the
vaccination in eradicating diseases, he noted, “The elimination of Polio and Smallpox was
made possible by large scale
immunization. Once immunized, not only that person is
not capable of catching the
disease, he/she is also unable
to transmit the disease to others thus passing on the social
benefit to the larger society he/
she interacts with. This was
also the logic of undertaking
mass immunization of women
and children against the twelve
diseases under Mission
Indradhanush. Vaccination
against COVID will similarly
create persons incapable of
transmitting the disease and
eradicate
the
disease
altogetherin some time.”
Dr Harsh Vardhan urged
everyone to counter the
vested campaigns of untruth
and misinformaiton. “Let us
put a STOP to these falsehoods”, he forcefully said. He

appealed to people to seek the
correct information from credible and authentic sources
such as the Health Ministry,
PIB, Ministry of Information
and Broadcasting, MyGov
website etc. He reiterated that
“Truth is powerful and shall
prevail”. And encouraged everyone to share the IEC posters to mulitply the virtuous
cycle of truth.
Commenting on the safety
and efficacy of the vaccines,
he said, “All eminent doctors
of well-known hospitals have
taken the vaccine and praised
the exercise for its desired end.
It is only a handful of vested
political interests who are interested in spreading rumour
and encouraging vaccine hesitancy among those vulnerable
to such propaganda in the
population.The paradox is that
countries across the globe are
asking us for access to the
vaccines while a section of our
own is fomenting misinformation and doubt for narrow political ends.” He stated that the
prominent doctors along with
many other healthcare workers
within the government and the
private sector have taken the
COVID19 vaccine, and have

COVID vaccines will be provided to
other countries across world, if the
need arises: Rajnath
Agency
New Delhi, Jan 21:
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh has said that the government has started supplying
COVID vaccines to the
neighbouring countries and the
vaccines will be provided to
other countries across the
world, if the need arises. Addressing the NCC cadets at the
NCC camp in New Delhi today,
Mr Singh said, our scientists
have developed two COVID-19
vaccines and following the
concept of ‘world is family’, India is extending help to other
countries.

The Defence Minister said,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
has decided to expand National
Cadet Corps and the government has identified more than
1,100 schools wherein the NCC
training will be begin. He urged
on the need to provide training
facility to cadets at the border
and coastal areas. He added
that there were 28 per cent girl
cadets in NCC earlier which has
now been increased to around
43 per cent.
He said, this shows the
commitment of the government
towards women empowerment.
He also added that the government has decided to give pref-

erence to the NCC cadets in employment. Terming the NCC cadets as second line of defence
of the country, Mr. Singh applauded the role played by the
NCC cadets in the various initiatives of the government. He
said, cadets served the nation
by providing help during the
COVID-19 pandemic and creating awareness about the various initiatives of the government. He said, vision of
Atmanirbhar Bharat and New
India can be fulfilled with the
help of NCC cadets who possess strong will power, bravery,
discipline and sense of national
pride.

returned to their work without
any side effects.
Terming the Vaccination
Drive as ‘AntimPrahaar’
against COVID, Shri Ashwini
Kumar Choubey said, “16 th
January is a red-letter day for
it began the countdown of
ending the pandemic. India has
taken a revolutionary decision
to provide the vaccines at the
earliest.” He also appealed everyone to not follow the campaigns of mistruth but help
everyone by sharing the correct information.
Shri
Rajesh
Bhushan,Union Health Secretary,
Ms.
Vandana
Gurnani,Addl. Secretary and
MD, NHM, Shri Manohar
Agnani, Addl. Secretary
(Health), Dr. Sunil Kumar,
DGHS, MoHFW and other senior officials were present at
the event.
Dr. Balram Bhargava, DG,
ICMR, Dr. Randeep Guleria,
Director, AIIMS, Dr N N
Mathur, Director LHMC, Dr. S.
V. Arya, MS, Safdarjung Hospital, Dr. Rana A. K. Singh, MS,
RML Hospital and representatives of development partners
like BMGF, UNICEF and WHO
attended the event virtually.

Govt rejects claim
of increasing interest
rate of Kisan Credit
Card loan
Agency
New Delhi, Jan 21:
Union Government has
rejected a news wherein it
is claimed that Kisan Credit
Card loan will be available
at 12 per cent interest rate
instead of seven per cent.
Press Information Bureau of Government of India has termed this claim as
fake saying that the government has not made any
such announcement regarding increasing the interest
rate of Kisan Credit Card
loan.

Govt approves over one crore one lakh houses under
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (Urban) till date
Agency
New Delhi, Jan 21:
Union Government has
said that more than one crore
one lakh houses have been
approved under Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana (Urban)
till date. The construction of
more than 70 lakh houses is in
various stages and more than

41 lakh houses have been completed.
Housing and Urban Affairs
Ministry said, the construction
of one lakh 68 thousand 606
new houses have been approved in the 52nd Meeting of
the Central Sanctioning and
Monitoring Committee under
the scheme. The Ministry said,
14 States and Union Territories

participated in this meeting.
Speaking on the occasion,
Secretary of Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs Durga
Shanker Mishra urged the
States and UTs to strategize the
expeditious implementation of
PMAY(U) projects.
He said, the progress under the Mission has been
steady and there is a need to

move towards completion of
houses with all the basic
physical and social infrastructure. Mr Mishra said, the
States and UTs should focus
on completion and delivery of
houses to beneficiaries. He
also urged them to expedite the
implementation of Affordable
Rental Housing Complexes
scheme.

US President Joe Biden begins to undo
Donald Trump’s key policies
Agency
Washington, Jan 21:
US President Joe Biden
has begun to undo some of
Donald Trump’s key policies, hours after being sworn
in. President Biden signed
15 executive orders, firstly to
boost the federal response
to the coronavirus crisis.
Other ord ers re verse the
Tr um p adm inis tration’s
stance on climate change

and immigration.
A series of measures will
be ena cte d to t ackle t he
coronavirus pandemic which
has claimed more than 4 lakh
lives in the US. There will be
a mandate to wear masks and
practise social distancing on
all federal government property. A new office will be set
up t o coord inat e t he r esponse to the pandemic and
the US will halt the process
of withdrawing from the

World Health Organization
(WHO).Mr Biden has also
pledged to make the fight
against climate change a top
priority of his administration.
He signed an executive
order beginning the process
of rejoining the 2015 Paris
clim ate ag ree ment, fr om
which Mr Trump formally
withdrew the US last year.
Mr Biden has also revoked
the pr es idential permit

granted to the controversial
Keystone XL Pipeline, which
environmentalists and Native American groups have
fought for more than a decade. On immigration Mr
Biden ha s r evoked t he
Tr um p adm inis tration’s
emergency declaration that
helped fund the building of
a wall along the Mexican
bord er and also ended a
travel ban on some majorityMuslim countries.
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15th edition of Bakhshi Memorial
Football Tournament at Parbung

IT News
Imphal, Jan 21:
To honor the memory of the
fallen military hero Lt Col
Rajeev Bakhshi, the 15th edition of the annual Memorial
Football Tournament was
organised by Assam Rifles at
Parbung in Manipur from January 13 to 20, 2021.
The annual tournament was
organised by Assam Rifles in
coordination with Hmar Youth
and the Parbung Youth Associations.
The tournament concluded
today with the finals being
played between Parbung ‘A’
and Damdiei ‘A’ teams.
Homage was paid by DIG,

27 Sector Assam Rifles and
former MLA, N G Sanglur, to Lt
Col Rajeev Bakhshi, Sena
Medal (Posthumous) at the
Bakhshi Hill Memorial in
Parbung. This was followed up
by presentation of a military
Guard of Honour to the fallen
hero.
The annual tournament is
organised to mark the supreme
sacrifice made by Lt Col Rajeev
Bakhshi, Sena Medal of 13
DOGRA at Parbung on yesterday while fighting insurgents.
An excellent display of
skills, determination and
sportsmanship was put up by
both the teams which were appreciated by the spectators. In
the thrilling finale, the Parbung

team came from a goal down to
beat their strong opponents.
In a mark of respect to the
fallen soldier, the Parbung
Women’s
Association
organised a “Coffin March”
followed by the Pengpelep
Band playing the traditional
Dogra song “Bhala Sipahiya
Dogriya”. A Pipe Band display
was also organised by 34
Assam Rifles.
The Hmar Cultural Warriors
performed the War Dance and
the Parbung Women’s Association proved their prowness
displaying bamboo dance followed by dance choreographed
by girl students of Parbung.
The final was followed by
prize distribution. The winners
took home the coveted Trophy,
Gold Medals and Rs 35,000
prize. The runners up took home
the Silver Medals and Rs 23,000
prize. The Golden Boot carrying a prize money of Rs 2500
was won by Pu Rosanglien of
the Parbung team who scored
17 goals in the tournament. The
Golden Gloves and prize of Rs
2500 was won by T V Alfred
Lalrinmawia the goalkeeper of
the Parbung Team.
The 2020-21 edition of the
Lt Col Rajeev Bakhshi Memorial Tournament culminated with
the National Anthem and media interaction which generated
much needed cohesiveness and
camaraderie between all the villages of this far flung region.

Assam Rifles organises football
tournament at Kumbi
IT News
Imphal, Jan 21:
The troops of Assam
Rifles organised a Football
Tournament at Saitapur in
Bishnupur District of Manipur
on 17 January.
The two week long Foot-

ball Tournament is conducted
by Kumbi Setupur Mamang
Leikai Youth Development
Association (KSMLYDA) in
association with Assam
Rifles.
A total of 18 teams from
Kumbi area are participating
in the tournament and a

friendly match was played between Assam rifles and
Manipur Police teams to commence the tournament.
The gesture of Assam
Rifles and the local police was
appreciated by the locals and
the civil administraton of
Kumbi.

AR facilitated construction of a
football ground in Saibol Joupi
IT News
Imphal, Jan 21:
In continuation to its persistent efforts in upliftment of
the local youth, Assam Rifles
troops facilitated renovation
of a football ground including

construction of a football goal
post at SaibolJoupi village in
Chandel District of Manipur
on yesterday.
On request by the locals,
Assam Rifles provided all necessary assistance for renovation of the ground and con-

struction of new football goal
post.
This effort also lives upto
the essence of ‘Ek Bharat
Shreshta Bharat’ which aims to
enhance interaction and promote mutual understanding
between people.

Ajinkya Rahane gets royal
welcome on his return to Mumbai
It Correspondent,
Mumbai, Jan 21:
After leading Team India
to a historic triumph in Australia, acting skipper Ajinkya
Rahane was given a rousing
welcome by his residential
colony at Matunga in Central
Mumbai on Thursday.
On his arrival at his residence, Rahane was welcomed
with the beats of dhol, while
supporters showered the
cricketer with flower petals.
Rahane was joined by his wife
Radhika and daughter Arya
during the celebration.
Rahane along with Rohit
Sharma, Shardul Thakur, and
Prithvi Shaw, and head coach
Ravi Shastri landed in
Mumbai in the morning. On
their arrival in Mumbai, the
players were felicitated by

Mumbai Cricket Association
officials. Rahane also cut a
cake to celebrate the team’s
win.
Five members of the Indian Cricket team who arrived
in Mumbai from their Australia tour have been advised to
remain in seven-day home
quarantine. Brihanmumbai
Municipal Commissioner
Iqbal Singh Chahal that the
players have been advised to
remain in home quarantine for
the next seven days.
Rahane, who was handed
the charge after Virat Kohli’s
departure to India, led his side
from the front as they scripted
a fascinating comeback in the
four-match Test series and
captured Border Gavaskar
Trophy.
It all started with India enduring a humiliating loss in

Adelaide and with regular
skipper, Kohli, going on paternity leave all eyes were
decked on Rahane. The 32year-old responded brilliantly
as he went on to smash a century in the first inning at
Melbourne and remained unbeaten in the second to guide
his side home for an eightwicket win.
The team under Rahane’s
leadership showed great character in the following two encounters as India salvaged a
brilliant draw in the third Test
in Sydney and etched history
by eradicating the word
‘Gabbattoir’ from cricket’s dictionary. He himself led the side
from the front after the Adelaide
humiliation as he went on to
score a century to put India in
a formidable position in the boxing-day Test.
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