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No complaint of vaccine’s side Transport Minister inaugurated Road Safety Month
effect in the State: CM
IT News
Imphal, Jan 18:

IT News
Imphal, Jan 18:
Chief Minister N. Biren
Singh informed that no
report of any side effects
regarding the COVID-19
vaccine had arisen until now
since the start of vaccination
drive in Manipur. The Chief
Minister stated it while
addressing media persons at
the
Chie f
Minister ’s
Secretariat today.
N. Biren also stated that
the State Government had
been closely monitoring the
vaccination programme held
thr oughout
the
State
considering all necessary
criteria to be taken up before
vaccination. He added that

Dhiren and
Dhananjoy released
IT News
Imphal, Jan 18:
Editor and executive Editor
of the Web portal, The Frontier
Manipur Sadokpam Dhiren and
A. Dhananjoy @ Paojel Chaoba
who were detained for
publishing an article written by
one M Joy Luwang by Imphal
West police have been released
after the two apologies and
assured not to repeat the
mistake to SP Imphal West.
President of the All
Manipur Working Journalists’
Union K. Bijoy and General
Secretary Naoba along with
President of the Editors’ Guild
Manipur (EGM) earlier meet the
Chief Minister of Manipur who
is also in charge of Home
department and the SP Imphal
West in connection with the
detention of the two journalists.
A written assurance of
repeating publication of such
article in their web portal have
also been submitted to the SP
Imphal west in the presence of
the AMWJU representatives.

Memorandum
submitted to Minister
and MLA against the
release of Zou
IT News
Imphal, Jan18:
Representative of the All
Manipur Women Social
Reformation and Development
Samaj, Thoubal Ima, AMKIL,
Tammi Chingmi, THANIL,
Khwairamband Nupi Keithel
Semgat Sagatpa Lup, Nongpok
Leingak Apunba Nupi Lup,
Apunba Nupi Lup, (ANUL)
Bishnupur, Nongchup Imphal
Palem Ima Apunba Lup
(NIMPAL), Ireipak Enaat
Chanura Loinasillon (ECHAL)
and Meira Paibi today
submitted memorandum to
Education
Minister
Shorokhaibam Rajen Singh ,
M.L.A AK Mirabai and M.L.A
Dr. Ranjan at their respective
residence urging them to
appeal at higher court against
the release of Lukhoshei Zou.
The team was led by
President of Nupi Samaj, Th.
Ramani.

many senior and experienced
doctors of the State had been
vaccinated since the launch
of
the
vaccination
programme on January 16
and currently vaccination
for health workers is going
on at 130 facilitation centres.
Obs erving that the
Central Government started

the vaccination programme
only after the vaccine had
been scientifically proven as
safe, he appealed to the public
not to m ake negative
comments about the vaccine
without valid scientific proof.
Instead of creating suspicion
and panic in people’s mind
with negative comments, any
individual could come up with
pos itive
sug gestions
regarding the vaccination
drive, he added.
The Chief Minister also
maintained
that
the
vaccination
p rogramme
wou ld cover all the
population in phase manner
and appealed to the public to
have patience while waiting
for their turns.

Illegal encroacher
evicted

IT News
Imphal, Jan 18:
A teams of Imphal East
D is t rict p olice le d b y
Addl.SP (Ops) and District
Administration led by SDO
Porompat evicted the illegal
construction of four houses
belonging to Leihaothabam
Joykumar Sharma S/o (L)
R ajm ani
S harma
of
Nagamapal Paonam Leikai,
Yengkokpam Priyokumar
Singh S/o Y. Singhajit Singh
of Khabam, Telem Jayenta
S ing h S / o ( L) Cha ndr a

S ingh of M a tai M a mang
L eikai
and
Me itan
Ke is hangb am Raghu mani
Singh S/o (L) Nongyai Singh
with reference to DC/Imphal
East Order of Eviction Case
No. 1 of 2021 dated 15th
J anuar y, 2 02 1 regar d ing
eviction
of
illegal
encroachers/fake pattadars
of Jamabandi Patta No (i)
438(New), (ii) 115(0ld), 439/
910(New), (iii) 438/1251
(New), (iv) 238(Old)1251/
1 26 8 (N e w) and (v)
238(Old),1251/1269(New), at
Khabam Lamkhai.

Transport
Minister
VungzaginValte inaugurated
the observation of National
Road Safety Month today on
the theme ‘SadakSurakshaJeevanRaksha’ at the
Manipur State Transport
(MST)
Complex,
Moirangkhom to disseminate
awareness regarding road
safety and reduce road
accidents.
Speaking on the occasion
as the Chief Guest, Minister
V. Valteexpressed his
gratitude to the traffic police,
transport department, NGOs
and individuals who are
instrumental in the awareness
campaigns
and
implementation of road safety
rules in the states. He urged
the public to maintain road
safety guidelines by wearing
helmet, seatbelt or not using
mobile phones while driving.
He asked the concern
authorities who issue driving
licence to only the qualified
and trained drivers for the
safety of the individual and
the public.
The Minister
also
instructed the different
transport organisations/
associations to actively
participate in the campaign
for road safety months and
asked
the
transport
department to organize

awareness campaign related
to road safety in all the district
headquarters.
The
Minis ter
a lso
released a pamphlet on 10
golden rules for road safety
published and distributed by
Department of Transport &
IDTRC, Manipur.
Distribution of certificates
and memento to traffic control
police, enforcement officers of
transport department, media
persons,
NGOs
and
individuals
for
their
outstanding contribution in

road safety related activities
marked the event.
Giving a keynote address,
P. Vaiphei, ACS (Transport)
cautioned parents not to
allow children to drive
vehicles as this can cause
loss of lives due to accidents
and the parents can be
penalized to the extent of 3
years of imprisonment.
Registration of vehicles,
which has been put on halt,
should be registeredwithin
March 21, 2021 as this will be
the last date for extension

through the dealers as
registration of vehicles will be
done by them and not the
DTOs, he added.
Dr. Rajesh Kumar, Chief
Secretary, L.M Khaute,
Director General of Police
graced the function as
President and Guest of
Honour apart from P. Vaiphei,
ACS (Transport), Dr. Nivedita
Lairenlakpam,
Director
(Transport), officials from
Transport department and
Traffic police attended the
functions.

Leaders from neighbourhood greet PM and Government of India for
successful launch of vaccination drive against COVID-19
PIB
New Delhi, Jan 18:
Leaders
from
neigbouring countries have
greeted the Prime Minister,
Shri N arendra Modi and
Ind ian G overnment for
suc cessful launch
of
vaccination drive against
COVID-19 on 16th January
2021.
In a tweet, the President
of Sri Lanka Shri Gotabaya
Rajapaksa
said
“My

heartiest congratulations to
Prime
M inister
S hri
@narendramod i on the
successful roll out of the
#COVID19 vaccine & his
generosity towards friendly
neighbouring countries.”
In a tweet, the Pr ime
Minister of Sri Lanka, Shri
Mahinda Rajapaksa s aid
“Congra tulat ions
PM
@narendramodi and the
Government of India on
taking this very important
ste p wit h this mass ive

#COVID19 Vaccination drive.
We are starting to see the
beginning of the end to this
devastating pandemic.”
In a tweet, the President
of the Republic of Maldives
Shri Ibrahim Mohamed Solih
said “Congratulations to PM
@narendramodi and the
Indian government for its
landmar k program to
vaccinate India’s population
against COVID-19. I’m highly
confide nt that you’ll be
successful in this endeavor

and that we are finally seeing
an end to the COVID-19
scourge.”
In a tweet, the Prime
Minister of Bhutan Dr Lotay
Tshering Said “I would like to
congratulate
PM
@narendramodi and the
people of India for the
landmark
launch
of
nationwide
COVID-19
vaccination drive today. We
hope it comes as an answer to
pacify all the sufferings we
have endured this pandemic.”

Delhi Police warn people against posting Training programme on coffee plantation held
their complaints on social media
IT Correspondent
New Delhi, Jan 18:
The Delhi Police has
issued a warning for people
who often complain about
stuff on social media with the
companies, since fraudsters
and scammers are known to
impersonate as customer care
r ep res ent atives to ob tain
personal information that can
put the user’s life and finances
at risk.
Delhi Police’s Cybercrime
division has issued a
notification through its Twitter
handle where they reveal the
case of an individual who lost
bitcoins worth Rs 9 lakh while
being negligent about his
private data, “Recently, a
Crypto Wallet User shared his

grievance on Twitter. He was
reverted back by a fake Twitter
handle that claimed to be the
Customer Care handle of that
Wallet. The User ended up
sharing his credentials which
led to loss of BTCs worth Rs.
9 lakh.
In the next tweet, the police
have offered a series of tips to
seek grievance redressal as well
as how to stay safe from
scammers. It has asked users
to skip social media and instead
try reaching out to the
company using their customer
care email ID or phone number.
Additionally, it has also
warned that “No genuine
Bank/Wallet/Airline will ask
for the users financial
credentials to initiate a refund,
so the people should not share

these details. Besides, not to
share bank PINs, OTPs or
passwords with anyone.
Another use of social
media accounts these days is
to complain about any product
or service on the company’s
Twitter or other social media
platform. Whether it’s tagging
the local police, or a bank or
an e-commerce company,
getting a solution to a problem
was never so simple.
Today, social media has
become an integral part of the
lives of many. Whether it is to
share images of the trip they
are taking, communicating
with friends and family or just
keeping up to date with what’s
happening in people’s lives,
many Indians are obsessed
with social media.

IT News
Imphal, Jan 18:
A one day on field training
on “ How coffee plantation
should carry out” was held at
Waroi Ching of Oinam
Assembly Constituency,
Bishnupur District today
under the aegis of Coffee
Board of India N-E region and
the Khadi & Village Industry
Board, Manipur which is the

state nodal agency for the
plantation of coffee in
Manipur.
Laishram Radhakishwor
Singh, MLA,Oinam Assembly
Constituency and Chairman
Khadi &Village Industry
Board Manipur also Chairman
Manipur pollution control
Board was the chief guest
during
the
training
session.Miranda Sanjenbam,
Extension Inspector Coffee

Board of India N-E region was
the resource person.Shri
N.Jugindro Singh, Member
Secretary,Khadi & Village
Industry Board, Manipur was
also present in the training
program.About 30 aspirant
coffee growers of Waroi Ching
attended the training.Around
3 hactares of land has already
started coffee plantation
successfully at the Waroi
Ching.
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Lesson learnt, but
way to go
Chief Minister N. Biren Singh serious concern to the lesson
taught to human race is remarkable. Every citizen need to ponder on what the Chief Minister had stated while giving speech in
connection with the COVID-19 vaccine in the state. The Chief
Minister had rightly stated that this virus has taught a lesson, it
didn’t allow mother to meet her own child, and it didn’t allowed
a son to serve his father when in dead bed.
The dreaded killer virus “Corona”, which have haunted the
entire human kinds knows no casts, creed, reach, poor or young
or old people. The virus does not care whether it is a female of
male, neither it cares on whether the person belong to Hindu,
Muslims, Sikhs, Sanamahi, or Christian or say any person following any religion. It attacked all human kind. It is now over
one year that the killer virus keeps all human kind to extreme
difficult times.
Today, human effort had shown hope of defeating the unseen
enemy. India is all set to vaccinate its people to ensure protection from the virus. And as per report the vaccine Covishield , a
product approved by the government that was invented by the
Serum Institute of India , Pune, today have started making its
way to all the states and Union Territories of India. Well and
good ,if it works and still good in seeing the effort. This atleast
has created a hope for restoration of human kinds.
If suppose, the new vaccine defeats the dreaded virus with
the invention of the vaccine, can we assume that human being
wins the war with the unseen virus. Well, defeating the virus
but restoring the society with more divisions among people creating more enemies between different countries across the globe,
can be certainly a synonymous as saying that the virus may have
been thrown out but the aftermath may be a more chaotic and
divided society among the poor and rich people.
Well, leaving aside other countries which is facing similar
crisis due to the COVID-19 invasion, the world witness India taken
up the most extreme measures to make sure that the people
remain safe from the virus. Over 90 days of total lockdown to
the entire countries and later resuming life by enforcing Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs), India authority had tried everything. The SOPs directed people to use face mask while coming out of home as compulsory and people without face mask
have been fined. People are asked to maintain social distancing
at any places and to sanitize hands whenever possible, and for
that strict measures have been taken up at many places. But
where actually are these SOPs being checked.
In Delhi’s Chandani Chowk, the largest commercial hubs of
the country’s national capital, it seems like nothing such as the
COVID-19 exists. Almost all shops and business establishment
have been opened and the streets are crowded with pedestrians, some with face masks and many without it. Sanitizers are
not seen at almost all shops there where common people gathered. People traveling at these sites of the National capital are
not checked whether they are wearing masks or not. The scene
at the other side of the National Capital where rich people live
was different. Extreme measures for containment of virus were
scene taken up. Police are seen checking those people travelling
or walking without masks and fine them if found not following
the SOPs.
The same is with all states or union territories. No SOPs provided are followed at any of the state during election time. Those
gathered were all common men and the VVIPs were seen protected during campaign while common men are not checked, by
not even enforcing the social distance as per SOPs. We have
seen when Union Home Minister organised rally at Bengal and
Telengana and we have also seen the same during by-election
here in the state of Manipur.
The purpose for writing this piece is to question on whether
the so call leaders of today have learn lesson from the COVID-19
pandemic. Or whether this invasion is going to benefit the so all
leaders in diving the social stratum. When the virus does not
make differences among the human being why the human kinds
still continue to play the communal cards? Why only those selected site where rich people stay have been on priority for containment of the virus when areas where daily wage earners are
let free by not making them aware of the pandemic?
The reality is that even after the virus had taught so many
lessons, we the human kinds still seems not learn what it has
taught us.
Letters, Feedback and Suggestions to ‘Imphal Times’
can be sent to our e-mail : imphaltimes@gmail.com. For advertisement
kindy contact: - 0385-3590330 (O). For time being readers can reach
the office at Cell Phone No. 9862860745 for any purpose.
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INA-Japanese Imphal and Kohima Campaign
and Local Participation (1942-45) - II
By Prof. N. Lokendra Singh
Prof. & Head, Dept. of History, Manipur University
LOCAL PARTICIPATION
IIA - Manipur
(Meiteis)
Subsumed within the general
trend of the war was the fascinating story of the responses of the
local people to the war.Regarding
theMeities participation to the
war, three distinct trends are discernib le fr om the availab le
sour ces. M r. Na ki Ahm ad
Choudhury, a former soldier of the
British Indian army in an interview
serialized in ten iss ues of
‘Mingshel’, a local journal, discussed about the ordeal of the
march of INA forces from Burma
to Manipur. He talked about the
difficulties faced by the INA-Japanese forces in getting food supplies and local help and also his
experiences of how Col. S. A.
Malik worked to get support from
the memb er s of the Nikhil
Manipuri Mahasabha as well as
the villagers of the Thanga. However, he hardly mentioned the
fairly strong group of Meitei volunteers from around Bishenpur
and Moirang who were working
in the intelligence group under
Col. Malik. M. Koireng Singh, Th.
Angou Singh and a number of
other writers, on the other hand,
focused on the important role
played by a group of Meities who
were working in the intelligence
and supply Department of the INA
group. W. MangolSingh representing the third stream highlighted, although in a cursory
manner, the relatively unknown
history of L. Guna Singh, a trader
by p rofess ion a nd other
Manipuris from Burma who operated in an around Pallel when the
confrontation between the Allied
and Japanese forces took place
during May-June 1944.
M. Koireng Singh wrote that
the Indo-Japanese force along
with 19 Manipuris based at Burma
advanced by the TiddimRoad and
entered Manipur. Three out of the
above nineteen persons –Brahlop
Sharma (Brahmapur), M. Ahanbi
Singh (Moirang), and M. Chaoba
Singh (Keirao) were arrested from
Saikot and sent to Jail. Mr. Naki
Ahmad Choudhury, a former soldier of the British Indian Army
also came along with the same
force as a full-ledged member of
INA group. When the Japanese
force arrived at Moirang, the Allied army withdrew to Bishenpur
and the inhabitants of the villages
between Moirang and Bishenpur
were given only one and half day
times to vacate their houses. The
Allied force subsequently burned
all the foods that the villagers
could not take along with them.
Immediately after the Japanese
force ar rived , they asked
forHijamlrabot Singh although
they were told that he was in Jail.
The INA-Japanese force, however, got a lot of support from
some of the politically conscious
local leaders like (i) M. Koireng
Singh (ii) I. Sanaba Singh (iii) K.
Kanglen Singh and (iv) M. Mani
Singh. Amu Singh in an interesting write-up highlighted the situation in which the supporters of
the Japanese force collected rice
and d elivered to t heJ apanese
camp at Phubala. He also pointed
out the acute scarcity of some of
the basic items like cigarette,
sugar, rice, etc., for the INA-Japanese group.
By the middle of April 1944,

the Japanese force established
fu ll control over Moir angBishenpur area. According to M.
Koireng Singh, it was in such a
situation that Col. Malik along
with some local INA volunteers
hoisted the Tri-colour Flag on
14th April at Moirang Kangla and
began to operate its activities
from a nearby house as its headquarter. By the end of April, many
members of the Praja Sanmelani
and Nikhil Manipuri Mahasabha
including (i) Th. Angou Singh, (ii)
P. Tomal Singh, (iii) L. Bijoy Singh,
(iv) S. Ibohal Singh, (v) I. Tombi
Singh, (vi) M.Jatra Singh, (vii) W.
Gyaneswar Singh, (viii) O. Keinya
Devi, (ix) M. Amuba Singh, (x) M.
Randhoni Devi, (xi) L. lrabot Singh,
and (xii) Kh. Jugeswar Singh
reached Moirang and started working for the INA. Although M.
Koireng and Naki Choudhury
wrote that the new recruits from
Imphal and neighbouring areas
were all members of the
Mahasabha, there were many other
active members of the Praja
Sanmelani working as volunteers
of the INA-Japanese group.
All these developments were
informed to the local authority by
Mr. Mangi Singh Thiyam, S.I.
(F.I.B.) and other A.S.Is in their
routine report to the Chief Intelligence Officer, Assam and also to
the Political Agent. Suspicious
activities about these persons
were occasionally reported by the
invest ig ation b ur eau . Su bs equently, the Political Agent of
Manipur declared many of the active local leaders as traitors. Many
other leaders of the Mahasabha
were also blacklisted. Thereafter,
the entire branch Committees of
the Mahasabha were wound up
and most of the relevantpapers
of the organisation were also destroyed. By July-August 1944,
t he Indo- J ap ane s e att ac k at
Moirang and Bishenpur area had
b een checked by t he Allied
forces.
On the other side of the valley, near the Indo-Burma border,
the IN A-J ap anese t roops advanced by Imphal-Moreh road.
M. Koireng Singh wrote that 13
Meiteis led by L. Guna Singh came
along with the Japanese. L. Mukho
Singh, a member of the ‘JIFS’ gave
the name of five important members of the group i.e.,(i) Thongam
Amy (of Kindat), (ii) Saram Singh
(Mandalay), (iii) Pato (Mandalay),
(iv) Paching (Mandalay), and (v)
Guno Singh (Mandalay). L. Guna
Singh and his party operated in
an around Pallel area. The group
built up propaganda among the
inhabitants of Somra track and
Kabaw valley that the Japanese
had come to give ‘Swaraj’ to
Manipur. The group was also instrumental in collecting supplies
and information for the Japanese.
The group however never came
to
Imp hal.
It
is
alsogenerallybelieved that Guno
Singh carried out his activities in
the name of ‘Manipur Party’. Even
after the independence of India he
refused to be identified as a member of the INA group and hence
he could not be accommodated in
the official list of the freedom
fighters prepared by the Freedom
Fighters Cell of MPCCI, Manipur.
Some other members of his group,
however, agreed to be identified
as members of the INA and hence
we re given fr eedom fig hter
awards. The Indo-Japanese attack

at Pallel waschecked by the Allied forces in the first week of May.
IIB - Kukis
In the hills, along the IndoMyanmar border, quite a good
number of people particularly the
Kukisworked for the INA-Japanese forces during the early stage
of its operation in Manipur. The
S.I. and A.S.I.(F.I.B,) collected a
large amount of information regarding 70 Kukis who belong to
Kabow valley and nearby region
for supporting the INA-Japanese
forces but the Allied authority
dropped many of the cases as
most of them could not be authenticated. British officials, particula rly E.T.D . Lambert and C.
Gimson, were confident of the
Kuki loyalty to the Allied group
although there were reasonably
su ffic ient
evidences
to
proveKuki’s general support for
the INA-Japanese forces.
It seems that the Kukis first
contacted the Japanese agents in
the area of the Chindwin bend,
south of Homalin in the Somra
track and the Kabow valley. The
Kukis used to visit these areas to
buy rice. Later, some agents from
this area particularly HpoHtat,
HpoHeyenin, Taung Kin, Chan
Gyun (all of Kweddaukon), San
Ke (Hupet), Aungchan, Shwe
Kun, Po Mwan (all of Naun Kham)
and Pao Set (Thetwa) entered the
country east of Ukhrul to contact
the Kukis before the Japanese
invasion.Tongkhothang, chief of
Haokip clan and son of Pachei,
one of leader of the 1917 Kuki rebellion, was also believed to have
crossed the Chindwin in November 1943 and contacted the Japanese to ask for 400 rifles to fight
against the British. Although the
Japanese refused to provide arms,
an understanding was reached.
The Japanese authority, in fact
tried to gain influence among the
various tribes by propaganda
through the chiefs. The Kukis of
eastern Ukhrul assisted the INAJapanese force by harbouring and
forwarding their agents. When the
Japanes e 31 s t Division came
through theSomra tract, they were
helped by the Kukis although
many of them who accompanied
the force were believed to be interested in looting. In the south
and also in the north there were
instances of Kukis assisting the
Indo-Japanese army.
When
the Indo-Ja panese
forces came, they built up a lot of
pr opag and a. The Japa nese
claimed that they came to give
‘Swaraj’ (Independence) to India.
They carried picture of Subhas
Bose addressing or inspecting the
INA army, displayed Congress
colours on arm bands,carried Congress flags and also uttered ‘Jai
Hind’ as a sign of greeting. In order to get sympathy and support
from the local people, the Japanese army used to respond to any
of the genuine socio-economic
problems of the people. For instance, they said that there would
not be ‘house tax’ and ‘forced
labour’ under them and such propaganda certainly attracted the
Kukis. The Japanese force also
tried to appeal to the emotion of
the Kukis by claiming that they
descended from ‘Chongja’brother
of ‘Chongthu’ from whom the
Ku kis claim ed t he ir de scent.
There was yet another form of
pr opaganda. A w ide ly known
pr ophesy
‘N ongpokt hong

hangani’ (eastern gate will be
opened) had been convincingly
interpreted by the Japanese and
claimed that they represented the
eastern power. Such propaganda
coupled with the rumour of Japanese bravery, an alleged setback
of Indian freedom struggle, impending victory of Indo-Japanese
forces, alleged retreat of Allied
forces from Manipur, frequent ill
treatment of the Kukis by the Allied army etc., paved the way for
the initial success of the IndoJapanese forces among the local
people, particularly the Kukis.
The INA-Japanese force was
fairly popular in the early stage
of the confrontation and even the
2000 strong Kuki volunteer force
for the Allied group was subverted and by the middle of 1944
only about 400 pro Allied Kuki Volunteers remained. In November
1944, although the Allied authority identified as many 70 INAJapanese active supporters from
among the Kukis, after a careful
scrutiny of the reports submitted
by S.I. and A.S.Is. (F.I.B.), C.
Gimson r ecomm ended only 8
cases for further investigation.
The list of persons recommended
by Gimson includes:
(i) Lamkhothang of Vayang
Lankhoyam (He was supposed to
be a deserter of Assam Regiment
and identified by many people for
his pro-Japanese propaganda),
(ii) Palet of Lamyang Tombi (He
planted land mines on the road to
Sita and as a result of that some
allied Jeep were lost),
(iii) Jam shei of Lam yang
Tombi,
(iv) Pakang of Tonghlang (He
joined Japanese V. force),
(v) Tongkhothang, chief of
Chassad,
(vi) O khodam, (He w as
Tongkhothang’s ‘M antr i’. He
contacted the Japanese to resist
the Britishers),
(vii) Kolvil of Saikot (He supplied rations to the Japanese), and
(viii) SeilutKuki (He supported
the Japanese in many ways).
It may be interesting to note
that the freedom fighters Cell of
Manipur have so far identified 71
Kukis for working with the INAJapanese forces.
IIC - TangkhulNagas
Some of the TangkhulNagas of
Ukhrul also worked for the INAJapanese army. Immediately after
the occupation of Ukhrul on 21
March 1944, the INA-Japanese
force tried their best to get support from the Ukhrul people. They
distributed INA badges, Indian
National Flag and white armbands
with Japanese words among the
local people. The local people were
also told by the Indo-Japanese
army that they came to free the
people from the clutches of the
British Government. Subsequently,
the Tangkhuls formed a ‘Cooperation Committee’ consisting of
Ngalangzar (3rd clerk of Ukhrul),
Rambung (4 th clerk of Ukhrul),
Yarnao (teacher), Changyoh (petition writer), Paul (teacher), M.K.
Shimray, Thisan and Kunga. The
Committee further accommodated
three local Kukis –Phatnikphang
of Tolloi, Seilut (2nd clerk of Ukhrul)
and SelkhosehKipgen (teacher).
Mr. Ngalangzar, Phatnikphang,
Seilut and Selkhoseh were made
Chairman, Secretary, Assistant
Secretary and Store Registrar incharge respectively.
(to be continued)

(Chapter from the Forthcoming Book on Manipur and Second World War)
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Shiv Sena to contest 100 seats in Bengal assembly polls
IT Correspondent
Mumbai, Jan 18:
With a view to counter
Bharatiya Janata Party(BJP),
the Maharashtr a’s ruling
party Shiv Sena, has announced that it will contest
100 seats in ensuing assembly polls in West Bengal.
“So, here is the much
awaited update. After discussions with Party Chief
Shri U ddhav Thackeray,
Shivsena has decided to
cont es t the Wes t Be ng al
Assembly Elections. We are
reaching Kolkata soon...!!
Jai Hind, Jai Bangla!” Shiv
Sena Rajya Sabha member
Sanjay Raut tweeted Sunday
evening. Incidentally, the
two slogans at the end of the
tweet are used by Banerjee
at every rally.
The Trinamool Congress

(T MC ) chief Ma ma ta
Banerjee often describes the
Shiv Sena as her national
ally against the BJP.
The Shiv Sena will contest seats in Kolkata, North
24 P ar ga nas , Sout h 24
Parganas, Jhargram, Purulia,
Midnapore, Nadia, Malda,
Murshidabad, Alipurduar
and some other districts,
said Sarkar.
“Our party has decided to
contest at least 100 of the 294
seats. Uddhav Thackeray,
Aditya Thackeray, Anil Desai
and Sanjay Raut will come to
Bengal and campaign. The
details of their public meetings are yet to be worked out.
Leaders from Bengal have
been summoned to Delhi for
a meeting on February 1,”
Ashoke Sarkar, the Shiv Sena
general secretary in Bengal,
said adding that “I am camp-

ing in Malda right now. From
he re I w ill t rave l to
Alipurduar and other north
Bengal districts. In the next
two weeks, around 12,000
BJP supporters will join the
Shiv Sena in Malda district,”
said Sarkar.
Though a marginal force
in Bengal politics, the Shiv
Sena has an organisation in
West Bengal and it contested local elections several
times in the past but did not
see much success. This time
around, the party’s main focus will be to contest at least
100 seats in north, south
and the western districts
where the BJP has made inroads, said Shiv Sena’s Bengal leaders.
It may be recalled that
the Shiv Sena, which has
largely remained concentrated in Maharashtra, cap-

tured a handful of seats in
local elections in U ttar
Pradesh a few months back.
However BJP West Bengal leaders have said that the
Shiv Sena has virtually no
presence in Bengal. Its only
agenda is to help the TMC
against the BJP but the strategy will not work. It is an
irony that the CPI(M), which
always called the Congress
a party of the bourgeois, and
the Shiv Sena, which was
born to counter the Congress, are all set to present
before Bengal’s voters a conflict of ideology.
In t he me anwhile t he
AIMIM has announced that
it will contest the Bengal
polls from several districts
and countered allegations
that it helped the BJP win the
polls in Bihar by splitting
Muslim votes.

AR organises Community Service cum
COVID Awareness drive
IT Correspondent
Imphal, Jan 18:
Assam Rifles Troops
organised Community Service cum Awareness Drive on
COVID-19 at Chayang Laikot
village in Imphal East District
of Manipur on 17 January.

The event commenced
with the soldiers paying homage at Chayang Laikot village
Baptish Church as per the customs and traditions of the village.
The aim of the event was
to educated the locals regarding the importance of hy-

giene, sanitation and various
necessary precautions to be
adhered to in order to prevent
the spread of COVID-19.
Essential medical assistance such as Face Masks,
Hand Sanitizers etc were also
provided to.the locals. The
event concluded with Tea and

refreshments for all.
The villagers expressed
their profound gratitude for
the constant effort by the
Assam Rifles in creating
awareness during this pandemic and vowed to provide
their full support and assistance.

Career Guidance

Merits and Demerits of Online Learning

Vijay GarG
Discover Everything You
Need To Know (Good And Bad)
About Online Education
One of the most oft-used
terms after the pandemic is the
term “new normal.” The new
normal in education is the increased use of online learning
tools. The COVID-19 pandemic
has triggered new ways of
learning. All around the world,
educational institutions are
looking toward online learning
platforms to continue with the
process of educating students.
The new normal now is a transformed concept of education
with online learning at the core
of this transformation. Today,
digital learning has emerged as
a necessary resource for students and schools all over the
world. For many educational
institutes, this is an entirely
new way of education that
they have had to adopt. Online
learning is now applicable not
just to learn academics but it
also extends to learning extracurricular activities for students as well. In recent months,
the demand for online learning
has risen significantly, and it
will continue doing so in the
future.
As with most teaching
methods, online learning also
has its own set of positives
and negatives. Decoding and
understanding these positives and negatives will help

institutes in creating strategies for more efficiently delivering the lessons, ensuring an
uninterrupted learning journey for students.
What Are The Advantages
Of Online Learning?
1. Efficiency
Online learning offers
teachers an efficient way to
deliver lessons to students.
Online learning has a number
of tools such as videos, PDFs,
podcasts, and teachers can
use all these tools as part of
their lesson plans. By extending the lesson plan beyond
traditional textbooks to include online resources, teachers are able to become more
efficient educators.
2. Accessibility Of Time
And Place
Another advantage of
online education is that it allows students to attend
classes from any location of
their choice. It also allows
schools to reach out to a more
extensive network of students,
instead of being restricted by
geographical boundaries. Additionally, online lectures can
be recorded, archived, and
shared for future reference.
This allows students to access
the learning material at a time
of their comfort.
Thus, online learning offers students the accessibility of time and place in education.
3. Affordability
Another advantage of
online learning is reduced financial costs. Online education is far more affordable as
compared to physical learning. This is because online
learning eliminates the cost
points of student transportation, student meals, and most
importantly, real estate. Additionally, all the course or study
materials are available online,
thus creating a paperless

learning environment which is
more affordable, while also
being beneficial to the environment.
4. Improved Student Attendance
Since online classes can
be taken from home or location of choice, there are fewer
chances of students missing
out on lessons.
5. Suits A Variety Of
Learning Styles
Every student has a different learning journey and a
different learning style. Some
students are visual learners,
while some students prefer to
learn through audio. Similarly,
some students thrive in the
classroom, and other students
are solo learners who get distracted by large groups.
What Are The Disadvantages Of Online Learning?
1. Inability To Focus On
Screens
For many students, one of
the biggest challenges of
online learning is the struggle
with focusing on the screen
for long periods of time. With
online learning, there is also a
greater chance for students to
be easily distracted by social
media or other sites. Therefore, it is imperative for the
teachers to keep their online
classes crisp, engaging, and
interactive to help students
stay focused on the lesson.
2. Technology Issues
Another key challenge of
online classes is internet connectivity. While internet penetration has grown in leaps
and bounds over the past few
years, in smaller cities and
towns, a consistent connection with decent speed is a
problem. Without a consistent
internet connection for students or teachers, there can
be a lack of continuity in
learning for the child. This is
detrimental to the education

process.
3. Sense Of Isolation
Students can learn a lot
from being in the company of
their peers. However, in an
online class, there are minimal
physical interactions between
students and teachers. This
often results in a sense of isolation for the students. In this
situation, it is imperative that
the school allow for other
forms of communication between the students, peers,
and teachers. This can include online messages, emails
and video conferencing that
will allow for face-to-face interaction and reduce the sense
of isolation.
4. Teacher Training
Online learning requires
teachers to have a basic understanding of using digital
forms of learning. However,
this is not the case always.
Very often, teachers have a
very basic understanding of
technology. Sometimes, they
don’t even have the necessary resources and tools to
conducts online classes.
To combat this, it is important for schools to invest in
training teachers with the latest technology updates so
that they can conduct their
online classes seamlessly.
5. Manage Screen Time
Many parents are concerned about the health hazards of having their children
spend so many hours staring
at a screen. This increase in
screen time is one of the biggest concerns and disadvantages of online learning. Sometimes students also develop
bad posture and other physical problems due to staying
hunched in front of a screen.
A good solution to this
would be to give the students
plenty of breaks from the
screen to refresh their mind
and their body.
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JFA demands stern actions
against lady scribe abusers
IT Correspondent
Guwahati, Jan 18:
Jour nalis ts ’
F or um
Assam (JFA), expressing serious concerns over an unpr ec ed ented incident of
abusing a lady scribe of a
city based Assamese daily
ne ws pape r a t Guwaha ti
Press Club during a formal
press meet by the organizers,
demanded exemplary punishment s to t he verb al and
physical abusers.
Media reports and personal
inputs from the victim reporter

reveal that the press meet was
organized by film producer
Umashankar Jha and actor
Uttam Singh at the press club
auditorium on 16 January 2021,
where the scribe was subjected to verbal and later
physical abuses in the full
public view.
“It is shocking that an attending reporter can be subjected to ill-treatments in a formal press meet organized at
the press club premises. All
sensitive and responsible
members of the press club
must stand united against the

offense,” said a statement issued by JFA president Rupam
Barua and secretary Nava
Thakuria.
Meanwhile, she has lodged
an FIR at Panbazar all women
police station. The forum
urged the State police chief
Bhaskar J Mahnata to take personal interests in punishing
the culprits. Moreover, it requested the press club authority to cooperate with the investigating police personnel
with necessary supports including the required CCTV visuals.

Apollo Hospitals, Chennai
implanted the first Pulmonary
Valve without surgery
IT Correspondent
Chennai, Jan 18:
Doctors at Apollo Hospitals, Chennai successfully implanted the first and the world’s
largest Pulmonary Valve
(32mm) without surgery on a
61-year-old patient during
Covid 19 pandemic. The patient had undergone a total
surgical correction in 1981 for
a condition called Tetralogy of
Fallot. This is a condition
caused by a combination of
four heart defects that are
present at birth (congenital).
These defects, which affect the
structure of the heart, cause
oxygen-poor blood to flow out
of the heart and to the rest of
the body. The patient was doing fine, until the Pulmonary
valve (the valve to the lung)
developed a leak gradually.
The patient was admitted
to Apollo Hospitals, Chennai
with a history of breathlessness
and tiredness. After a thorough diagnosis, the reports
revealed that patient was suffering from severe valve leak
and the leakage had progressed to right pumping chamber of the heart which later began to dilate.
The Pulmonary artery, the

blood vessel that carries blood
to the lungs had enlarged significantly. If left untreated, this
could lead to progressive deterioration of the heart function. The team of doctors
headed by Dr. C S
Muthukumaran, Consultant
Structural Interventional Cardiologist, Apollo Hospitals,
Chennai decided to perform a
very high risk surgery, a percutaneous valve implantation.
The largest available balloon
expandable artificial valve at
that time was 29mm which was
not a suitable valve for immediate implantation.
Importing a suitable valve
[self-expanding] was considered as an option, but due to
the COVID Pandemic it became difficult. Due to the long
wait, the patient’s condition
deteriorated and suffered severe breathlessness.
In the meantime, the
world’s first 32mm valve introduced by Meril Life Sciences,
India was considered as a best
option for the patient’s condition. The 32 mm artificial valve
was utilized for the procedure.
Dr. CS Muthukumaran
said, “Tetralogy of Fallot is a
congenital heart defect and
requires an open heart surgery

at 6 months of age. But these
patients have a faulty pulmonary valve and will require at
least two further surgeries to
replace the valve in their life.
Redo open heart surgery is
high risk and these patients
present to us late due to fear
of surgery. This latest technology will help all these individuals to get their valve replaced
without surgery, in a single
day admission. This 32mm new
valve has widened our scope
to design better treatments for
the patient with such heart
defects and other anomalies.”
A team of doctors comprising Dr. Sengottuvelu, Senior
Consultant Interventional Cardiologist, Dr. Neville Solomon,
Senior Consultant, Cardiac Surgeon,
Dr.
Vasantharoopan, Anesthetists,
Dr. Vinodh cardiologist,
Intensivists and Radiologists
joined together and planned the
procedure. The doctors’ team
implanted the valve through
the right femoral vein, that
takes blood to the heart from
the groin of the patient, and the
whole procedure was successfully completed in 2 hours. The
patient quickly recovered after
the procedure and was discharged the very next day.

Window Boy Would Also Like to Have a Submarine is about the
frustrating yet liberating feeling of understanding that there is
nothing else but what we are surrounded by: Director Alex Piperno
PIB
Mumbai, Jan 18:
“I was travelling from Uruguay to Argentina in a ferry,
when I discovered that we had
two parallel lives and that this
ship was a fantastical ship
which could connect these two
parallel lives. It made me realize that this could also connect
any two possible lives. It is an
idea which I have had since ten
years.” This is how Director
Alex Piperno from Uruguay
described the genesis of his
debut feature film Window Boy
Would Also Like to Have a
Submarine, which had its Indian Premiere at IFFI yesterday
January 17, 2021. He was addressing a press conference at
the festival venue in Goa, along
with Co-producer Araquen
Rodriguez, on Day 3 of the 51st
edition of the International Film
Festival of India.
The film portrays the
beauty and mystery of
fantastical encounters among
contrasting places and situations which are apparently un-

connected with each other.
The Director explained: “It is
about encounters and the fantasy which one may have in
staying in another place. If you
find a door, you open it and
go and sometimes you find it
there is nothing else on the
other side. So, it is about the
frustrating yet liberating feeling of understanding that

there is nothing else but what
we are surrounded by.
Speaking about Uruguayan films, he said they are
a mix of a variety of films. “I
believe there should not be one
national cinema, there should
be many national cinemas.” He
was hopeful and looking forward for shooting a film in India in the near future.

Document Lost
I, the undersigned have lost my Matric certificate (Board
of Secondary Education,Manipur) with provisional certificate
(issued by school) of 1985 bearing Roll No. 2900 , Pre University
Mark Sheet (MU) with provisional certificate of 1988 bearing
Roll No. 3569, Graduate Mark Sheet (MU) with Provisional
Certificate of 1991 bearing Roll No. 2408 on the way from home
to lamphel DC office, Lamphelpat on 14-01-2021.
Finders are requested to hand over it to the undersigned.
Sd/Nameirakpam Sanajaoba Singh
S/o late N. Kula Singh
Chinga Makha Liwa Road Bokul Makhong,
Imphal West District,Manipur
PO & PS : Singjamei -795008
Phone No. : 8014513514
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PM Modi lays foundation stone of environment Over 2 lakh people vaccinated for Covid-19
friendly Ahmedabad Metro Rail Project Phaseacross country during past two days
II and Surat Metro Rail Project
Agency
New Delhi, Jan 18:

Agency
New Delhi, Jan 18:
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has laid the foundation
stone of Ahmedabad Metro Rail
Project Phase-II and Surat
Metro Rail Project this morning
through video conferencing.
Speaking on this occasion,
Prime Minister Modi said that
two economic urban centers of
the country, Surat and
Ahmedabad have got the gift
of more than Rs.17000 crore
soon after the Uttarayan. He
said that projects like Railway
connectivity with Kevadiya and
Metro projects of Surat and
Ahmedabad will boost the economic development in the region. He said that implementation of these projects shows
that the infrastructure development in the country has not
stopped despite the Corona
pandemic. He said that the biggest feature of these Metro rail
projects is that it is being implemented with the future requirements of the people.
Prime Minister Modi said
that his government is working
with an integrated transport approach in implementing the
Metro Rail projects. He said
that Metro rail projects are being implemented with the coordination of other modes of

transport. He said that before
2014, only 225 kilometres metro
was implemented in 10 to 12
years, but during the last 6
years, 450 kilometres metro rail
was implemented in the country. Mr. Modi said that the work
of more than 1000 kilometres of
metro network is in progress in
the country. Praising the fast
economic development in Surat
and Ahmedabad, Prime Minister Modi describes these two
cities as the powerhouse of
Atmanirbhar Bharat.
Prime Minister Modi said
that Surat city is the world’s 4th
fastest growing city at present.
Describing Surat as the best
model of Ek Bharat Shresth
Bharat- Mr. Modi said that earlier 20 percent population were
staying in slums in Surat, but
after the availability of affordable housing now it reduced to
only 6 percent. Prime Minister
Modi said that Ahmedabad- the
country’s first world heritage
city has also got series of development projects like Sabarmati
River Front, Kankaria Lake
Front, BRTS projects etc. He
said that urban economic centers like Ahmedabad and Surat
will get more boost after they get
connected with the country’s
commercial capital Mumbai
through the Bullet Train project.
Mr. Modi said that Gandhinagar

was once known as the city of
government employees and senior citizens, but today with the
host of premier educational and
technology institutes, it is now
building the new generation for
the country.
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah, Gujarat Governor
Acharya Devvrat and Chief
Minister Vijay Rupani were also
present on this occasion.
Speaking on this occasion,
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah said that today is a historic day for the people of
Ahmedabad and Surat. He said
that the Metro projects in
Ahmedabad and Surat will improve the environment friendly,
quality and cost effective public transport system.
Gujarat Chief Minister Vijay
Rupani said that Prime Minister Modi always thinks of the
welfare of people of Gujarat. He
said that the new projects that
have been inaugurated and
started in recent times including Rajkot AIIMS, various
projects at Statue of Unity, Sea
plane service and Railway connectivity with Kevadiya will
boost the economy of Gujarat.
The Metro Projects will
provide an environment
friendly ‘Mass Rapid Transit
System’ to Ahmedabad and
Surat. Ahmedabad Metro Rail

Target of constructing 40 kilometre
roads per day will be achieved by end
of March 2021: Gadkari
Agency
New Delhi, Jan 18:
Union Minister of Road
Transport and Highways Nitin
Gadakari said that the target of
constructing 40 kilometre
roads per day will be achieved
by the end of March of this
year. He informed that the government has already achieved
the target of constructing 30
kilometres road per day.
Addressing the media in
New Delhi on the inauguration of National Road Safety
Month, Mr. Gadakari said, everyday 415 people die in the
country due to road accidents. He said, the government is committed to reduce

the road accidents in the
country by improving the road
engineering and compliance
measures.
He added that 14 thousand
crore rupees will be spent on
identifying and repairing the
black spots on the roads. He
urged the stakeholders to cooperate in improving the road
safety mechanism saying that
compromise cannot be made
with the life of the people.
While speaking at the
event, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh said, awareness cannot be restricted for
a month and it should be made
a continuous process. Terming roads a life line in the
growth of economy, he said,

roads play a critical role in the
development of the country
and the government is fully
committed to improve the
road connectivity by improving the road infrastructure.
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh flagged off the National
championship safe speed
challenge to create awareness
about road safety in the country.
During the event, CEO of
Niti Aayog, Amitabh Kant said
that the government has taken
vast numbers of measures to
improve road safety. He said,
works have been done to remove the black spots on the
road to enhance the safety of
the passengers.

China pushes its vaccines amid debates
over its efficacy, COVID surge at home
Agency
Beijing, Jan 18:
Amid debates and confusion about the effectiveness of
a leading Chinese COVID-19
vaccine, China has been pushing its vaccines to other countries. Public reports so far
about the efficacy of its leading SinoVac vaccine have been
inconsistent, which the Chinese firm attributes to variations in methodology. Experts
say China has been too slow
to publish trial data. China has
administered more than 10 million doses of its state owned
firm Sinopharm at home which
also has not published its
phase 3 trial data. The country
started emergency use of its
vaccine in July last year.
With most countries likely

to need more than one type of
vaccine to meet demand, China
has quickly started exports of
its vaccines. The exports come
even as China battles its own
flare-up in infections, which
has put more than 28 million
people in lockdown. Continuing its recent three-digit surge,
the Chinese mainland on Friday reported 130 newly confirmed COVID-19 cases, of
which 115 were locally transmitted. Of the locally transmitted cases, 90 were reported in
Hebei, 23 in Heilongjiang, and
two in Beijing. 79 new asymptomatic cases were also reported. Around 10 provinces
are affected.
Meanwhile, Hong Kong
announced that it is likely to
delay the distribution of mainland Chinese producer

Sinovac’s Covid-19 vaccine
because of a lack of trial data,
raising transparency concerns
over a vaccine Beijing wants
to sell throughout the developing world. Sinovac whose
efficacy rates for trials in Brazil were lowered to 50.4 per
cent, has been criticized for
not releasing enough underlying data to explain varying results. However, experts say, it
can prevent deaths from the
virus.
A World Health Organization (WHO) team in China is
reviewing manufacturing practices for Sinovac’s vaccine,
and those produced by Chinese state-owned Sinopharm.
If the WHO lists the vaccines
for emergency use, that will
accelerate their global distribution.

Project Phase-II is 28.25
kilometres long with two corridors. The estimated cost of
phase two of Ahmedabad
Metro project is Rs.5384 crores.
The length of Corridor-1 of
phase-II is 22.8 kilometres from
Motera Stadium to Mahatma
Mandir, which is a completely
elevated corridor. This will
comprise of 20 state of the art
elevated Metro Stations with
interchange
facility at
Koteshwar Road for future provision to connect Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel International
Airport. The length of Corridor2 is 5.4 Kilometres from GNLU
to GIFT City with 2 elevated
stations, having interchange
facility at GNLU and a bridge
over Sabarmati River.
Phase-I of Surat Metro Rail
Project, with a total length of
40.35 kilometres comprises of
two corridors. Length of Corridor-1 is 21.61 kilometres and
Corridor-2 is 18.74 kilometres.
The Corridor-1 is from Sarthana
to Dream City, which comprises
of 14 elevated stations and 6
underground stations with a
depot at Dream City. The Corridor-2 is from Bhesan to Saroli,
which comprises 18 elevated
stations with a depot at Bhesan.
The estimated completion cost
of Surat Metro Rail project is
Rs.12020 crore.

Death toll from tribal
violence in Sudan’s
Darfur climbs to 83
Agency
Khartoum, Jan 18:
In Sudan, the death toll
from tribal violence in
the restive region of West
Darfur has climbed to 83 as
sporadic
violence
continued yesterday. At least
160 others injured, which include soldiers also.
The fighting in the state
capital, El Geneina, began on
Saturday after a row in which
a man was stabbed to death.
A state-wide curfew has
been imposed and Prime Minister Abdalla Hamdok has sent
a delegation to investigate.
The latest violence comes
less than three weeks after
peacekeepers from the UN and
African Union handed over security to the Khartoum authorities after 13 years.

UK to close all travel
corridors from
Monday to keep out
new COVID strains

Agency
London, Jan 18:
The UK is to close all
travel corridors from Monday
morning to “protect against the
risk of as yet unidentified new
strains” of Covid . Speaking at
a Downing Street press conference, the Prime Minister
Boris Johnson said it was “vital” to take extra measures now
“when day by day we are making such strides in protecting
the population.’
The Prime Minister added
that anyone flying into the
country from overseas will
have to show proof of a negative Covid test before setting
off .

Health Ministry said, a total of 553 sessions of Covid19 vaccination was conducted
in six States in which 17 thousand and 72 beneficiaries were
vaccinated on the second day
of the launch of the world’s
largest Covid-19 vaccination
drive. These States are Andhra
Pradesh in which 308 sessions
were conducted yesterday, 165
sessions in Tamil Nadu, 64 in
Karnataka, 14 in Arunachal
Pradesh, and one each session
in Karala and Manipur.
Addressing the media in
New Delhi, Additional Health
Secretary, Dr Manohar Agnani
said, with this taking all the two
days, a total of 2 lakh 24 thousand and 301 beneficiaries

have been vaccinated so far.
Out of which two lakh 7 thousand 229 beneficiaries were
vaccinated on Saturday which
is the highest day one vaccination number in the world and
it is higher than UK, US and
France, he added.
Dr. Agnani also informed
that in these two days, a total
of 447 Adverse Event Following Immunization (AEFIs)
have been reported out of
which only three required hospitalization. He said, one person has been discharged from
Northern Railway Hospital
Delhi within 24 hours, another
person was discharged from
AIIMS, Delhi and one is under observation in AIIMS,
Rishikesh and is fine.
Dr. Agnani said, most of
the AEFIs reported so far are

minor like Fever, Headache and
Nausea. He said, an AEFI is
any unexpected medical occurrence which follows immunization which may not be related to the vaccine or vaccination process. He said protocols are in place for reporting,
immediate case management at
vaccination session site, transportation and hospitalization
and further care of such cases.
He said protocols are also in
place for systematic investigation and causality assessment of serious AEFIs. Mr
Agnani said a meeting was
also held with all States and
Union Territories yesterday
for review of progress, identification of bottle-necks and to
plan corrective actions as the
vaccination program moves
ahead.

Parts of north India remain
under grip of intense cold wave
Agency
New Delhi, Jan 18:
Parts of north India remained under the grip of an
inte ns e cold wave with
dense fog completely engulfed parts of Delhi, Uttar
Pr ad es h,
Chandigarh,
Rajast han a nd M adhya
Pradesh last night. India
Meteorological Department
said, dense to very dense
fog observed over East Uttar
Pradesh and moderate to
de ns e fog ove r P unjab,
Chandigarh, Delhi, northwest Rajasthan, northwest
Madhya Pr ad esh, We st

Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and
Assam and Meghalaya at
11:30 pm last night.
Minimum temperature in
Delhi dropped to 5.7 degrees
Celsius but it is likely to rise
over the next two days due
to a change in the wind direction. IMD predicted that
the national capital will see
shallow fog this morning and
light rain is likely to occur.
Weather department said
dense to very dense fog is
very likely to occur in the
morning at a few places in
Ut ta r P rades h today and
cold day conditions are also
very likely to prevail at iso-

lated places over the state.
Cold weather conditions
continued to persist at many
places in H ar yana and
Punjab with temperatures
hovering below the normal
limits.
Intense cold wave conditions persisted in Kashmir,
even as the minimum temperatures increased marginally across the valley.
The meteorological department said a western disturbance is likely to affect
Jammu and Kashmir for a few
days starting January 22,
bringing snowfall and rain to
the union territory.

Britain invites PM Modi to
attend G7 Summit to be held
in June this year
Agency
London, Jan 18:
United Kingdom has invite d Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to attend the
G7 Summit as a guest. The
G7 Summit is to be held in
June this year. A statement
by the British High Commission said, UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson is also
likely to visit India ahead of
the G7 Su mm it . Mr

Johnson’s earlier visit to India was called off by him due
to the Coronavirus situation
in UK.
The G7, made up of the
UK, Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the US
and the EU, is the only forum where the world’s most
influential and open societies and a dvanced economies are brought together
for close-knit discussions.
Prime Minister Johnson

will use the first in-person G7
summit in almost two years
to ask leaders, including
Prime M inister Narendra
Modi, to seize the opportunity to build back better from
coronavirus, uniting to make
the future fairer, greener and
more prosperous.
Terming India as ‘pharmacy of the world’, the UK
lauded the efforts regarding
the
pr odu ct ion
of
coronavirus vaccine.

Bangladesh announces several
measures to boost film industry
Agency
Dhaka, Jan 18:
In a major boost to the
film industry, Bangladesh has
announced several measures
to boost the film Industry in
the country. The announcement was made by Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina in
Dhaka yesterday during the
ceremony to give away National Film Awards 2019.
A report
Bangladesh will create a
fund of Tk 1000 crore to provide concessional financing
for building cineplexes and
cinema halls for the people
of the country. This was announced today in Dhaka by
Pr im e Minis ter Sheikh
Hasina of Bangladesh. Dur-

ing the National Film
Aw ards hand ing over
programme, Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina said that the
government will not only
open the closed cinema halls
but also modernise them to
at tr ac t mor e and more
people to the cinema halls.
She assured the film community that the government
will take all possible steps to
develop and modernise the
film industry in Bangladesh.
She called upon the film
fraternity to make films on the
theme of Liberation War of
Bangladesh and its culture to
let people know the real history of Bangladesh victory.
Information Minister Dr.
Hasan Mahmud handed over
the national awards to the

winners on behalf of the Prime
Minister.
National Film Awards
2019 were given away in 26
categories to people for their
outstanding contribution to
the film industry. The awards
were announced on December 3 last year.
Eminent Actor Masud
Parvez, known as Sohel
Rana, and actress Kohinoor
Akter Suchanda were conferred the lifetime achievement award for their contribution to the film industry.
‘No Dorai’ and ‘Fagun
Haway’ jointly won the award
in the best film category.
Taneem Rahman Angshu
was given the award for best
director for his film ‘No
Dorai’.
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