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Three nurses hospitalised after Probe Balakot air strike info leak: Opposition
Was ready to wipe out Pakistan’s forward brigades after
vaccination in Ahmednagar
Balakot: Former IAF chief

IT Correspondent
Mumbai, Jan 17:

Three nurses who felt
uneasiness after vaccination
on the first day of the
COVID-19 vaccination drive,
have been admitted to the
ICU in the Government
District Hospital in
Ahmednagar in Western
Maharashtra.
The affected nurses
included two nurses from
the Ahmednagar Municipal
Corporation Hospital and
another nurse from the
district hospital. Their
condition was described as
“stable”.
The nurses suffered from
fever, giddiness and

vomiting sensation, after
receiving vaccination dose
on Saturday afternoon. As
such they were admitted to
the same hospital, where 12
bedded cell has been set up
to meet emergency
situation.
Due to the incident, the
vaccination work was
suspended on Sunday. The
District Hospital
administration has decided
to conduct vaccination on
alternate day.
The vaccination has
been organised for health
workers in 12 centres in
Ahmednagar district.
Although 1200 was target
on the first day, only 871
got themselves vaccinated.

Each of the beneficiary was
discharged after half an hour
of vaccination.
The vaccination centres
in Maharashtra have been
reduced to 291 as against 358
centres planned earlier, since
the state has received only
55.5 percent dosages of its 8
lakh registered beneficiaries.
Of 291 centres, the 285
centres have been provided
with “Covishield” (Serum
Institute), while 6 centres- JJ
hospital, Mumbai,
Government Medical
Hospitals in Nagpur,
Aurangabad, Solapur,
District Hospitals Pune, and
Amravati have been directed
to administer “Covaxin”
(Bharat Biotech).

TA & Hills Minister Launched
Covid-19 Vaccine
IT News
Imphal, January 16:
Tribal Affairs and Hills
Minister Vungzagin Valte, who
is also in-charge of
Churachandpur and Pherzawl
districts, launched COVID-19
vaccination
drive
for
Churachandpur district today
at Churachandpur District
Hospital Campus and gave out
the vaccination certificate to
the first three beneficiaries of
Covishield injection. The
program was organized by
District Administration, Health
Department and District Health
Society, Churachandpur.
Before the historic event
of launching the COVID-19
vaccine, one minute silence
was observed in memory and
honour of the people who
have died from coronavirus
and all the valiant efforts that
were made on their behalf.
Speaking on the occasion
as the Chief Guest, the
Minister applauded the

district
administration,
medical doctors and frontline
workers who risked their own
life during the COVID-19
pandemic. Expressing his
gratitude to the Prime
Minister Modi for making
Covishield available through
his guidance and efforts, the
Minister said that India is not
legging
behind
other
countries in the fight against
the
coronavirus.
The
Minister also urged the
people to understand and
follow the guidelines
associated
with
the
administration of this vaccine
and not to put the blame on
the medical departments.
Speaking to the media
persons on the sideline of the
event regarding income tax
deduction, the Minister said
that the DDOs of departments
of government of Manipur
and its PSUs have been
instructed to intimate the
exempted list of employees on
the record of their service

books to the income tax office.
Tribals working in the specified
areas are exempted by section
10(26) of Income Tax Act,
1961and there is no question
of submitting ST certificate
every year, he added.
It may be mentioned that
Churachandpur
district
received 210 vials or 2100
doses of Covishield vaccines.
Out of 3399 persons registered
for vaccination, 100 persons of
health department were
injected with Covishield shots
today.
V. Hangkhanlian, MLA,
Ccpur A/C, Ginsuanhau Zou
MLA, Singngat A/C and
Chairman,
MANIRADA
graced the function as
functional president, guest of
honour and chief host
respectively apart from
Mannuamching, DC, Pherzawl,
Khaikhopau,
ADC,
Churachandpur, Dr. Sreedhar,
WHO consultant from Centre,
district level officers and public
leaders attended the event.

Agency
MUMBAI, Jan 17:
Opposition parties, mainly
the Congress, have demanded
an investigation into the
purported WhatsApp chat
between Republic TV editor
Arnab Goswami and former
Broadcast Audience Research
Council (BARC) CEO Partho
Dasgupta in which the former
is alleged to have told the
incarcerated executive that
India would strike at Pakistan
three days before the actual
airstrike against terror targets
at Balakot in Pakistan occupied
Kashmir.
The
purported
conversation, on February 23,
2019, revealed that the
government had planned the
airstrike “in a way” that the
people would be “elated” at
“something major”.
Three days later, on
February 26, the IAF conducted
an aerial strike at a terror
training centre in Balakot of
Pakistan’s
Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province in
retaliation for the February 14
Pulwama terror attack in which
40 CRPF personnel had died.
The Opposition said the
alleged leak of classified military
information in advance
amounted to treason and they
should be prosecuted. The
WhatsApp chats are part of the
Mumbai Police’s charge sheet,
submitted
before a court, in
connection with the case of
alleged manipulation of TRPs
by news channels, including
Republic TV.
Demanding a probe into the
purported conversation, senior
Congress leader and minister in
the Chhattisgarh government
T S Singh Deo tweeted: “It’s a
major security lapse if our
military secrets & strategies on
Balakot strike were leaked by
someone in Central Govt to pvt
players for their benefit. This

calls for an investigation &
prosecution of culprits. Leaking
of
classified
millitary
information amounts to
treason.”
Congress spokesperson
Abhishek Singhvi suspected
that “someone very senior in the
government” could be leaking
the confidential information.
Meanwhile, Former Air Force
chief BS Dhanoa on Thursday
said that India was ready to wipe
out Pakistan’s forward bridges
had Islamabad’s “military
adventure” been successful in
response to the Balakot aerial
strikes and added that “our
military posture was very
offensive”.
His remarks came after
Pakistan Muslim League-N
(PML-N) leader Ayaz Sadiq said
in the National Assembly that
Foreign Minister Shah
Mahmood Qureshi had in an
important meeting pointed out
that if Pakistan did not release
Wing Commander Abhinandan
Varthaman, India would attack
Pakistan “that night by 9 pm”.
“Abhinandan’s father and I
served together. So, when
Abhinandan ejected I told him
that we could not get Ahuja
back, but will definitely get
Abhinandan back. During the
Kargil war, my flight commander
Ahuja was captured and shot
dead. That was playing on my
mind. I told him that there are
two parts. The main pressure on
Pakistan was diplomatic and
political. But there was also a
military posture,” Dhanoa told
ANI.
“The way he (Pakistan MP)
is saying that ‘Pair ‘kaanp rahe
the’ (legs were trembling). It is
because the military posture
was very offensive... God forbid
if there are military misadventure
on 27th and hit some of our
military installations, we were in
a position to wipe out their
forward brigades. They know
what is our capability,” he said.
Wing
Commander

Doctors refused to take “Covaxin” dosages
IT Correspondent
New Delhi, Jan 17:
While the people across
the country got themselves
vaccinated, the resident
doctors of Ram Manohar
Lohia Hospital (RMLH), New
Delhi refused to take
“Covaxin” dosages saying
that they were apprehensive
about the lack of complete trial
in the case of “Covaxin”on
Saturday.
In a letter dated 16 January,
addressed to the Medical
Superintendent, RMLH, the
doctors claimed that the
“Covaxin” manufactured by
“Bharat Biotech” is being
preferred over “Covishield”,
manufactured by SII, in their
hospital.
“We
are
apprehensive about the lack
of complete trial in case of
“Covaxin” and might not
participate in huge numbers
thus defeating the purpose of
vaccination. We request you
to vaccinate us with

“Covishield” which has
completed all stages of trial
before its rollout”, they stated.
However, the Health
Ministry
stated
that
“Covishield” has been
supplied to all states/Union
Territories,
whereas
“Covaxin” has been supplied
to 12 states. No case of postvaccination hospitalization
has been reported, so far.
In the meanwhile on the
first day of the vaccination
drive, 1,91,181 beneficiaries
were vaccinated in 3,352
sessions. Besides, 3,429
beneficiaries were vaccinated
in Defence institutions. Nearly
16,755 personnel were
involved in organizing the
immunization session sites.
The largest number of
beneficiaries hailed from Uttar
Pradesh, while the Union
Territory of Lakshadweep
recorded the minimum number
of beneficiaries. A sanitation
worker Manish Kumar
became the first recipient of

the vaccination drive at AIIMS,
New Delhi. Dr. Randeep
Guleria, Director AIIMS, and Dr.
V.K. Paul, Member (Health),
NITI Aayog and Chair, National
Expert Group of Vaccine
Administration for Covid-19
(NEGVAC) also received
vaccination at AIIMS.
The break of beneficiaries
The state wise break of the
beneficiaries was: A & N
Islands
(sessions2)(beneficiaries-225), Andhra
Pradesh
(sessions-332)
(b eneficiaries -1 841 2 ),
Arunachal Pradesh(sessions9) (beneficiaries-829), Assam
(sessions-65) (beneficiaries3528), Bihar (sessions-301)
(b eneficiaries -1 816 9 ),
Chandigarh (sessions-4)
(beneficiaries-265),
Chhattisgarh (sessions-97)
(beneficiaries-5592), Dadra &
Nagar Haveli (Session-1)
(beneficiaries-80), Daman &
Diu(session-1) (beneficiaries43),
Delhi(sessions-81)
(beneficiar ies-4319),

Goa(sessions
7)
(b eneficia ries -426 ),
Gujarat(sessions
161)
(beneficiaries-10787), Haryana
(sessions-77) (beneficiaries5589),
Himachal
Pradesh( sessions-28)
(beneficiaries-1517), Jammu &
K as hmir(s ess ions-41)
( be ne ficiar ies -2 04 4) ,
J h ar k h an d ( s e s s io n s - 4 8 )
(beneficiaries-3096) and
Ka rnataka( ses sions -242)
(beneficiaries-13594).
Kerala(sessions133((beneficiaries-8062),
Ladakh(sessions-2)
(beneficiaries
79),
L akshad w ee p( ses sion-1 )
(beneficiaries-21), Madhya
Pradesh
(sessions-150)
( be ne ficiar ies -9 21 9) ,
Maharashtra (sessions-285)
(beneficiaries -18328),
Manipur
(sessions-10)
(b eneficia ries -585 ),
M eg ha laya( s es s ions - 1 0 )
(beneficiaries-509), Mizoram(sessions-5) (beneficiaries561), Nagaland(sessions-9)

(beneficiaries-225), Odisha
(sessions-161) (beneficiaries13746), Puducherry (sessions8)
(beneficiaries-274),
Punjab(sessions-59)
(beneficiaries-1319),
R aj as t ha n( s es s ions - 1 67 )
(beneficiaries-9279),
Sikkim(sessions-2)
(beneficiaries-120), Tamil Nadu
(sessions-161) (beneficiaries2945), Telangana(sessions140) (beneficiaries-3653),
Tripura(s essions-18)
(beneficiaries-355), Uttar
Pr ad esh(s ess ions- 31 7)
( b en ef ic ia r ie s - 2 1 2 91 ) ,
U ttarakhand (34 )
(beneficiaries-2276), West
Bengal(182) (beneficiaries9730). India (Total sessions3352) (beneficiaries-191181).
India, which has reported
the highest number of
coronavirus infections after
the United States, plans to
vaccinate around 300 million
people with two doses in the
first six to eight months of the
year.

Varthaman had shot down a
Pakistani aircraft F-16, which
had transgressed into the
Indian airspace during a dog
fight between Indian and
Pakistani air force on February
27, 2019, and in the process, his
plane crossed over to Pakistani
side and was shot down.
Abhinandan was returned to
India from the Attari-Wagah
border on March 1, 2019.
Dhanoa, who was the
Indian Air Force chief when the
aerial strikes took place in
Pakistan, said that Indian
military could not strike to
secure Abhinandan’s release
but it could do it to put pressure
on the Pakistan military.
“But that decision is
political. Whether we need to
go to war. Suppose strike on
27th had been successful, then
to what extent do we respond.
Do we respond with a full-scale

war or only hitting their forward
brigades opposite us? This is a
political decision,” he said.
The former IAF chief said
that the Balakot strike had put
fear into Jaish-e-Mohammad
and their Pakistani handlers
that India can hit them in
Pakistan Occupied Kashmir
(PoK) as well as in Pakistan.
“Till the time Indian
elections got over, there was
nothing because they knew the
response is going to be very
swift. We were deployed in this
manner that we could respond
at very short notice. It is very
good for the morale that he was
released at such a short period
of time and he came back
unharmed,” he said.
Abhinandan has been
awarded the Vir Chakra on
Independence
Day
by
President Ram Nath Kovind for
his exemplary bravery.

SenapatiDC launches
Senapati District
COVID- 19 Vaccination

IT News
Senapati, Jan:
Today, Th. Kirankumar, IAS,
Deputy
Commissioner,
Senapati launched Senapati
District COVID- 19 Vaccination
at District Hospital, Senapati.
Speaking on the occasion,
Th. Kirankumar, IAS, Deputy
Commissioner, Senapati stated
that the vaccine has been tested
and arrived and it will be first
administered to the health care
workers. He also stated that if
the vaccine has some
negativity, the government
would never have launched the
vaccine. He said that time will
come for each and every one to
take vaccine. He also said that
the vaccine will have immunity
effect after 6 weeks of
vaccination. Considering the
factor, this exercise will reach
out soon to the masses
especially various organisation
leaders, religious leaders and
others, he added. He also said
that media has a bigger role to
play in disseminating the
importance
of
getting
vaccinated. He therefore
appealed the public to use mask
not only for safety but for
healthy and hygienic lifestyle.
He also appealed to join hands
together and fight together to
win the battle.
Dr. PfokrehoPfoze, Chief
Medical Officer, Senapati in his
Presidential speech said that
every system and behaviour
has been changed down to the
earth due to the pandemic of
COVID- 19. He also said that 676

persons have been tested
positive so far in the district out
of which 3 death cases has been
reported due to associated
comorbidities. He appealed all
the people to join hands in
bringing back the society to
normal life.
Dr. M. Sokha-a, District
Immunization Officer/ MS,
Senapati speaking on her
keynote address said that
COVID- 19 is an infectious
disease caused by a virus named
SARS-CoV- 2. She also said that
the prioritisation of vaccination
is given firstly to Health Care
Workers followed by frontline
workers and lastly to persons
with age 50 years and above in
the Phase 1. In the Phase 2, the
vaccination will be announced
by National Expert Group on
Vaccine Administration for
COVID- 19 (NEGVAC), she
added. She highlighted that the
Senapati Health Care Workers is
comprised of 1887, 230 Session
sites, 54 Vaccinators, 21 teams
for the COVID- 19 Vaccination.
The District Hospital, Senapati
received 1150 COVI- SHIELD as
the vaccination Dose, she
added.
In
today’s
event,
Dr.GolmeiApwonKabui is the
first recipient of Senapati
District COVID- 19 Vaccination.
Dr.PfokrehoPfoze, CMO,
Senapati was also among those
who received the inoculation.
The
programmewass
attended by District Level Task
Force for COVID- 19 members,
DLO’s, Medical Officers and
workers.
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National Road Safety INA-Japanese Imphal and Kohima Campaign
Week 2021
and Local Participation (1942-45) - I
by Uma Varier
The Ministry of Road Transport and Highways, Govt. of India has
announced the observance of the 32nd Road Safety Week Campaign from
11th to 17th January 2021. Every year the second week of January is celebrated as National Road Safety Week in India, to create awareness about
road safety and minimize road accidents thereby save lives. Let us know
more about the program, its theme, etc.
National Road Safety Week
It was in the year 1989 National Road Safety Week was celebrated for
the first time to make public awareness about road safety. And at that time
about 36,000 had lost their lives on the road, which once again urged public
awareness.
Later on, in the year, 15th March 2010 the sanction was given for the
National Road Safety policy by the Cabinet Union of India that was recommended by the Sunder Committee through a written document in 2007
February.
The Road Safety Week celebration is initiated by the Ministry of Road
Transport and Highways with an aim to raise public awareness about traffic rules and ultimately reduce casualties due to road accidents. In this
program, all the Charitable Organizations, Non-Government Organizations,
and Private firms across the country join hand to hand with the government to provide logistic support to the Road Safety measurements.
Importance and Aim of Road Safety
As we all know the road accidents are increasing day by day due to
many reasons like careless/ harsh driving, exceeding the speed limits, unawareness, or violation of traffic rules. While reading this article itself there
are many accidents that happened!! How many lives are lost, orphaned by
a single accident?
So, here comes the importance of such a day or a week.
With a view to supplementing the efforts of the Ministry, the National
Safety Council from the year 2011 has started producing promotional materials like cloth banners, safety posters, pocket guides, safety films, etc. to
help its Members / Patrons to observe Road Safety Week every year effectively.
The police forces and other departments working for street safety will
expand awareness about the Motor Vehicles Act of 1988 and the Motor
Vehicles (Amendment) Bill of 2019. Along with that, National Road Safety
Week is utilized to educate the people via banners, pamphlets, and handouts. Boards with emergency contact numbers will be put up at several
accident-prone locations.
In previous years the celebrations included activities like:
- Increased vehicle checkings by traffic police for speeding, driving
without a license, drink-driving, and other illegal activities.
- Distributing high-visibility reflector tape to cyclists to reduce incidents involving bicycles
- Road safety awareness days in schools, colleges, and other Educational Institutions, also to the public.
- Running training on road safety for professionals who drive at work.
Road Safety Week Theme 2021
* The 32nd National Road Safety Week 2021 is marked by the theme, ‘
Safe yourself to save your family’. Apply all the safety measures while
traveling in a vehicle and always follow the traffic rules.
* 31st National Road Safety week 2020 theme, ‘ No need to speed’.
Severe accident issues or maximum accident cases are due to the speed of
vehicles where people died on the spot.
* 30th National Road Safety Week 2019 theme, ‘road safety is life safety’.
Safety of the roads depends upon us to follow every rule of traffic or to
improve infrastructure, then only our life will be out accident risk.
* 2018- The department will spread awareness regarding traffic rules
and dissuade people from using the banned synthetic string, popularly
known as Chinese thread.
* 2017- Your Security, safeguards your Family- Be warned on the Roads.
* 2015 that was Develop a Secure Tradition for Better Supply Chain.
* 2014 that was Walk for Road Security.
* 2013 that was Be alert, don’t drink and drive.
Road Safety Week 2021 Quiz
1. What is the name of the Kerala Police Traffic Wing symbol?
Ans. Pappu Zebra
2. What is the full form of NATPAC?
Ans. National Transportation Planning and Research Center
3. Drivers should drive their vehicles through the ……………. side of
the road.
Ans. Left
4. When is the National Road Safety week observed in 2021?
Ans. 11th to 17th January 2021
5. For emergency, one can dial or call …………….. for ambulance service.
Ans. 108
6. Pedestrians should cross the road only through
Ans. Zebra crossing
7. National Road safety policies are formed by the
Ans. President
8. Who is the Metroman of India?
Ans. E. Sreedharan
9. If the driver increases the speed of the vehicle, his visual speed
_______
Ans. Decreases
10. Every vehicle should have _____ as a basic legal requirement.
Ans. First aid box
So, hope you had fun with the simple quiz related to road safety.
Road Safety provides every people to improve every driving task
smoothly and help to safeguard many lives. Always follow traffic rules for
self and others’ safety. Be cautious of the road signs, maintain one line
while driving, use indicators when needed, and ensure that you do not
drive with an expired license. Signs such as ‘L’ and ‘baby on board’ can
caution others to drive more carefully near you. Park your vehicles in the
parking zones only. Set all these in your mind and avoid speed/ rash driving.
Always remember “It is better to arrive late than no arrival”.
Letters, Feedback and Suggestions to ‘Imphal Times’
can be sent to our e-mail : imphaltimes@gmail.com. For advertisement
kindy contact: - 0385-3590330 (O). For time being readers can reach
the office at Cell Phone No. 9862860745 for any purpose.

By Prof. N. Lokendra Singh
Prof. & Head, Dept. of History, Manipur University
(contd. from yesterday)
IB - Manipur
(Bishenpur)
As pointed out earlier, the fighting on the TiddimRoad involved repeated and determined attempts by
the Japanese forces to break
through to Imphal from the SouthWest direction. The British led Allied forces were equally determined
to prevent this from happening. This
led to ferocious fighting between
the two sides for several months,
between April and June 1944, until
the British finally prevailed. Almost
every
village
between
Churachandpur and Bishenpur, particularly,
Potshangbam,
Ningthoukhong,
Thinungei,
Phubala and Moirang were most affected. All the villagers were asked
by the local administration to vacate
their houses at a short notice. Under the ‘Denial policy’ (Scorched
Earth Policy) all the available grains,
paddy and all forms of eatables
along with houses wereset on fire
and an estimated amount of 1,00,000
maunds of paddy were burned
down. Cattle and most of the household possessions of the local people
were left behind. Many villagers took
shelter in and around the Loktaklake
and many even went up to Imphal
where there were already heavy congestion.
During the 1st half of May, there
were several Japanese air attacks
followed by heavy fighting at
Ningthoukhong in which the British lost 12 tanks. Major General
Cowan sent the 48th Indian Infantry
Brigade on a wide left hook into the
Japanese 33rd Division’s rear, while,
the 63rd Brigade attacked from the
front. Meanwhile, Major General
Tanaka who had replaced Yanagida
as Commander of the 33rdJapanese
Division managed to capture the
hills close to the 17th Division’s HQ
on 20 May. However, the 48th Indian
Infantry Brigade who had already
cut the road behind the Japanese on
18 May desperately fought through
the Japanese forces to rejoin the
helpless and cornered 63rd Brigade
with heavy losses. Although the
Japanese forces also lost much
steam, but they managed to retain
control of the area till around
July.These areas were so badly affected that villagers couldn’t return
until it was too late for cultivation.
The INA’s BahadurGroup under
Shoukat Ali Malik, a close confidant
of Subhashalong with the local volunteers were active in this
sector.Malik fulfilled the confidence
his leader had shown him by hoisting the Indian tri-colour at Moirang.
(Red Hill)
As the occupation of Imphal was
their main objective, General
Yanagida’s 214 Regiment took the
lead and left their HQs (Ingourok)
by May 16. CrossingSilchar track,
Tairenpokpi, Nungnang, Khoirok
River, Wainem and Irengbam villages
the Regiment moved forward to concentrate at Lokpaching (Red hill) and
outskirts of Chingphu, which in fact
was the HQs of 17th Division. Earlier
some units of the Japanese force
burnt down the suspensionbridge
across the Leimatak River to stop
the incoming of Allied forces and
supplies from Silchar. Units of 215th
Regiment that were involved at
Bishenpur battle came through the
villages located at the fringes of the
LoktakLake avoiding confrontation
with the Allies on the main road. The
Japanese constructed ‘Fox holes’
and ‘Gunner boxes’ around the Red
hills. General Cowan countered the
Japanese moves by forming a composite force representing infantry,
tanks, sappers and artillery. The real

confrontation took place between
25-30 May, during which fierce hand
to hand, bayonet to bayonet
fightstook place. Although both
suffered heavy losses, ultimately the
Britishers prevailed and completely
checked the Japanese from entering
Imphal from the south.
(Tamu-Shenam Saddle)
After the Japanese troops
crossed the Chindwin Rivers on 8
March, Lt. Gen. Geoffry Scoones,
Commander of the IV corps ordered
that most of the Allied forces should
withdraw towards Imphal as soon
as possible. There after the 20th Indian division under Major Gen. Douglas Gracey whichwas at TamuMoreh area where a large supply
dump was located withdrew to
‘Shenam Saddle’, 30 miles on the
Tamu-Imphal Road after burning the
supply dump as well as slaughtering 200 cattle which they had maintained for emergency purposes. General Yamamoto who led a newly
formed group – acombination of
some units of 15th and 33rd Japanese
divisions, backed by tanks and
heavy artillery moved forward to attack Imphal, but was confronted by
the Allied forceat Shenam. On 4
April, 12 Japanese tanks were immobilized by the Allied anti-tank
guns.From 8 to 22 April, there was
heavy fighting for control of
fivepeaks which commanded the
mainroad. Initially, the Japanese captured a few of them, but were regained by the Allied. There were
however heavy casualties on both
sides.
Having failed to break through
the roadblocks, Yamamoto sent
some troops through the rough and
indirect route to attack ‘Pallel airfield’
on 28 April. The INA’s 1st Division
under Md. ZamanKiyanitook part in
this attack. The INA force which set
up its Headquarter at Chamol was
assisted by the ‘Gandhi’ and the
‘Azad’ Brigades commanded by
InayatKiyaniand Guljara Singh respectively. Shah Nawaj Khan
ledGuerilla Brigades which were in
the Chin Hillswere also instructed
to join the front. In the encounter,
there were 250 casualties and the
group pulled back from Pallel.17 During the confrontation, the inhabitants were evacuated by lorries from
their villages and kept them at
Imphal.Villages near Pallel and
Tengnoupal not only suffered from
Japanese demand of paddy and destruction of livestock but also that
these villages couldn’t do any cultivation.
(Nungshigum)
The Japanese 15th Division after crossing Chindwin River encircled Imphal from the north.While
its 60th Regiment captured a British
supply
dump
located
at
Kanglatombi on the Imphal–
Dimapur road,a battalion of the 51st
Regiment
seized
the
Nungshigumridge which overlooked the airstrip at ‘Kangla’ about
15 miles from Imphal. On 13 April,
the 5th Indian division backed by
artillery, tanks and Air support resorted to counter attacks. The Japanese thought that the slope was too
steep for the tanks to climb up.
However, as the ‘Lee tanks’ climbed
up, the Japanese forces used
theiranti-tank guns but with limited
success. The Allied forces too suffered heavily; most of the officers
were either killed or wounded but
managed to retain control over the
strategically located area.During
this period, villages in the entire ‘Iril
valley’ i.e., Pourabi, Sekta, Chana,
Pungdongbam, Sawombung, etc.,
couldn’t cultivate their land and agricultural activities could not be resumed properly until the expulsion

of the Japanese forces.
(Shangshak)
One strong column of the Japanese 31 st Division on its way to
Kohima, was assisted by a few
units of the 15thDivision in over running the whole area in an incredible speed. They confronted the
British 50th parachute brigade, in
the battle of Shangshak hill between 22-26 March. The vastly out
numbered British forces held out
for several days. Waves upon
waves of Japanese forces attacked
for a number of days, which crucially delayed the Japanese attack
on Kohima. The hurriedly flown in
5th Indian division came to its assistance to defend the place and
ultimately the Britishers prevailed.
Ukhrul was also recaptured by the
Allied forceafter few weeks.The villagers near Litan and Shangshak
suffered lost of livestocks and failure of agriculture.
A few units of the same Japanese force from Ukhrul captured
Kangpokpi and subsequently controlled the Imphal-DimapurRoad
from Mao to Kankpokpi by the 1st
week of April. During this period,
army personnel as well as supplies
were airdropped. Infact, the
Manipur plains were completely cut
off from the rest of the country between March 29 and 23rd June. As a
result of the disturbances, villages
between Nungoi and Shaijang were
unable to cultivate their fields
throughout the year. Many other
villages between Kangpokpi to
Sekmai also couldn’t carry on agricultural activities because of heavy
fighting.
IC - Kohima
As stated earlier, the 31st Division of the Imperial Japanese army
under the command of General Sato
emerged around Kohimaearlier than
expected. One column was heading for Ukhrul with Kohima as its
chief objective, while the rest
moved straight towards Naga Hills.
The Japanese plan, as stated earlier, was to cut the main ImphalDimapur Road, north of Imphal and
swarm towards Jessami. The whole
force was to converge upon the
British garrison at Kohima. The garrison was, however, warned by
some Naga hill men and as a result
defence positions were hastily constructed on a series of hillocks
along a mile long ridge. At the centre of these defences were the Assistant District Commissioner ’s
bungalow, his pretty garden and
the Tennis Court, which subsequently became the centre of intense fights between the two
forces.
The first shot in the Naga Hills
was fired by the Assam Regiment
and the Assam Armed Police, 30
miles east of Kohima at Karasom.
Although these forces fallback
from position to position and suffered from heavy casualties they
succeeded in slowing down the
movement of the 31 st Division,
thereby providing sufficient time
to the Allied forces for proper mobilization of their army. Kohimawas
under tremendous military preparation. Even the 500 convalescing
soldiers admitted in the dispensary
were armed while the non-combatants and hospital patients were
shifted to a safer place. With every available man, including some
from the administrative units the
total strength of the garrison was
increased to 1000 personnel who
had to fight not less than 15000
Japanese men closing upon them.
In the nearby Dimapur garrison,
out of 45,000 persons on the list of
the ration cardholders, only about
500 could handle rifles. The Com-

mander of the garrison, Col. H.V.
Richards called in every soldier
although he could hardly get sufficient force. But General Slim
orderedthe 5th and 7th Indian Divisions to be airlifted from Arakan
where the operation was halted.
He also ordered 2nd Division from
India to come for rescue works at
Dimapur and Kohima.
Meanwhile, the Assam Rifles
fighting bravely but sustaining
heavy causalities were almost exhausted and on April 4, some 200
Assam Rifle personnel managed to
fall back into Kohima’s defence
force. Major General Sato could
have attacked an undefended
Dimapur which was only 30 miles
away but for reasons known to
himself, he stuck to the idea of occupying Kohima only and therefore waves of Japanese force attacked scantily manned Kohima.
Meanwhile, Major General
Stopford took over the affairs of
the battle at Kohima and along with
this the Allied position was
stabilised. A force of the 5th Indian
Division was flown in from
Arakanand deployed to hold the
‘Nichugard pass’ almost adjacent
to Dimapur because it was expected that it would be attacked
after overrunning Kohima. The
Kohima-Imphal Road was now
controlled by the Japanese. However, it was to the fortune of Allied
forces that the Royal British
Airforce had an absolute air control over the region. During the
daytime fighter aircrafts roared
down almost to the jungle roof to
augment the Allied firepower.
They also dropped ammunition,
medical supplies, water filled inner
tubes and food to the hard pressed
garrison and other Allied controlled points at Kohima.The 5 th
Division was also waiting for opportunities to move on to Kohima.
After some days, however, the
position of the Japanese force had
deteriorated due to their inability
to either capture Kohima or get
supplies from their base at Burma
as the Allied Air Force had already
cut off the supply lines. Sato,
therefore, reversed his policies and
sent the infantry force for attack
only at night time; while, in the day
time, the British positions were attacked by shells, mortars and machine gun. Although the British
soldiers suffered tremendously in
terms of casualties and exhaustion
due to ceaseless fighting and
sleeplessness, by April 6 they all
concentrated at the garrison hill,
their man position.
Despite a number of
casualties,the Japanese force came
closer to the office of the Deputy
Commissioner. The battle of attrition finally took place between the
two groups and there were handto-hand fight or lobbing of fused
grenades at each other across the
Tennis Court in front of the D.C’s
main office. Casualties on both
sides were very high and the Summer House hill was blood stained.
For almost 10 days the Japanese
seize of Kohima continued but on
15 April 1944 a brigade of 2nd Division fought up the road to reinforce
the army of the 5 th Division at
Kohima. Another stronger group of
the 2 nd Division supported by
tanks, artillery and air support broke
through the enemy line on 18th April
to reach the defenders. Along with
this, food and water supplies came
to survivors of the British force.
Two days later, on 20th April, some
other men of 2nd Division came to
their rescue to relieve the rest of
the garrison.
(contd on page 3)

(Chapter from the Forthcoming Book on Manipur and Second World War)
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Vice President calls upon youth to be at
forefront in scripting India’s growth story
PIB
New Delhi, Jan 17:
The Vice President of India,
Shri M Venkaiah Naidu today
called upon the youth to be at
the forefront in scripting India’s
growth story.
He was releasing a biography in Tamil on former President, Dr A P J Abdul Kalam at
Raj Bhavan in Chennai. The
book titled “Abdul KalamNinaivugalukkuMaranamillai”
is written by Dr. Kalam’s niece,
Dr APJM NazemaMaraikayar
and well-known space scientist, Dr.Y.S. Rajan. Lauding the
authors for bringing out the
book in Tamil, he said that writing in the mother tongue was
the best way to reach out to the
masses.
Observing that one of
India’s biggest strengths was its
demographic dividend, Shri
Naidu called for fully leveraging
it to fast-track progress in different sectors—from agriculture to
manufacturing and ensure a sustained growth rate in the coming years. Pointing out that
about 65 per cent of the
country’s population is below
35 years and 50 per cent is below 25 years, he said this is the
time for the youth of the country to be at the forefront in ac-

celerating the progress.
Paying rich tributes to the
former President, Shri Naidu
urged the youth to take a leaf
out of Dr. Kalam’s book and believe in themselves. “They must
aspire to become job-creators
rather than job-seekers,” he
added.
Stressing the need to overhaul the education system to
make learning an enjoyable experience right from primary education, the Vice President said
that students must be encouraged to pose questions and
think critically. “The New Education Policy is a great leap in
this regard. It does away with
artificial segregation between
curricular and extra-curricular
activities and aims at the holistic development of the child”, he
added.
Recalling Dr Kalam’s passion to ignite the young minds,
the Vice President said that he
used to always visit schools and
interact with students. “He inspired thousands of students
through his unforgettable
words, magnetic presence and
a warm smile”, he added.
Stating that the former President firmly believed in using
technology for the benefit and
well-being of the society, the Vice
President said “In fact, Dr. Kalam
can be credited with laying

strong
foundations
of
‘AtmaNirbharta’ in our space
and defence sectors, on which,
our scientists and engineers are
building today”.
He said the legacy of selfbelief left by Dr Kalam left has
motivated the scientists in developing our own vaccine
today.”Even with medical equipment, having started modestly,
we are now exporting PPE kits,
N95 masks and ventilators to
other countries”, the Vice President said and complimented the
government and the scientists
for their untiring efforts in bringing out the vaccine for COVID19.
He said the development of
the vaccine in a short span and
at an affordable cost was a “remarkable achievement”.
Shri Naidu said that
Dr.Kalam will alwaysbe remembered for his indomitable spirit
and never-say-die attitude even
in the face of adversity. He pursued and persisted with discipline, hard work and confidence,
he added.
Dr
APJM
NazemaMaraikayar, co-author
and managing trustee, Abdul
Kalam International Foundation
( AIKF) ,Dr. Manickam, Chairman, MCET (Dr.Mahalingam
College of Engineering and
Technology),
Dr.

SirpiBalasubramaniam, author
and poet and Shri A P J M J Sheik
Saleem, Co-founder, AKIF were
present on the occasion.
Following is the full text of
the speech –
“Dear sisters and brothers,
I am extremely delighted to
be present here with you to release the book titled “Abdul
K
a
l
a
m
NinaivugalukkuMaranamillai”.
This book is in Tamil and
written by Dr APJM
NazemaMaraikayar, niece of Dr
Kalam and the well-known space
scientist, Dr Y S Rajan, who was
a close friend of the great man. I
must compliment the authors for
the tremendous effort.
The book is subtitled
‘NinaivugalukkuMaranamillai’,
which translates as ‘immortal
memories’. This is a very apt
subtitle to celebrate and remember the immensely popular
former President, who was a
multi-faceted personality— a
renowned scientist, patriot, educator, administrator, “people’s
President” and above all a great
human being and an inspiration
to all. His initiatives and contributions to strengthen India’s
defence and space capacities are
unparalleled. Despite all his
achievements, he remained a
man of utter simplicity, warmth
and honesty.

Career Guidance

Advantages And Disadvantages Of
Online Learning

Vijay GarG
Discover Everything You
Need To Know (GoodAnd Bad)
About Online Education
One of the most oft-used
terms after the pandemic is the
term “new normal.” The new
normal in education is the increased use of online learning
tools. The COVID-19 pandemic
has triggered new ways of
learning. All around the world,
educational institutions are
looking toward online learning
platforms to continue with the
process of educating students.
The new normal now is a transformed concept of education
with online learning at the core
of this transformation. Today,
digital learning has emerged as
a necessary resource for students and schools all over the
world. For many educational
institutes, this is an entirely
new way of education that
they have had to adopt. Online
learning is now applicable not
just to learn academics but it
also extends to learning extracurricular activities for students as well. In recent months,
the demand for online learning
has risen significantly, and it
will continue doing so in the
future.
As with most teaching
methods, online learning also
has its own set of positives
and negatives. Decoding and
understanding these positives

and negatives will help institutes in creating strategies for
more efficiently delivering the
lessons, ensuring an uninterrupted learning journey for
students.
What Are The Advantages
Of Online Learning?
1. Efficiency
Online learning offers
teachers an efficient way to
deliver lessons to students.
Online learning has a number
of tools such as videos, PDFs,
podcasts, and teachers can
use all these tools as part of
their lesson plans. By extending the lesson plan beyond
traditional textbooks to include
online resources, teachers are
able to become more efficient
educators.
2. Accessibility Of Time
And Place
Another advantage of
online education is that it allows students to attend
classes from any location of
their choice. It also allows
schools to reach out to a more
extensive network of students,
instead of being restricted by
geographical boundaries. Additionally, online lectures can
be recorded, archived, and
shared for future reference.
This allows students to access
the learning material at a time
of their comfort.
Thus, online learning offers students the accessibility
of time and place in education.
3. Affordability
Another advantage of
online learning is reduced financial costs. Online education is far more affordable as
compared to physical learning.
This is because online learning eliminates the cost points
of student transportation, student meals, and most importantly, real estate. Additionally,
all the course or study materials are available online, thus

creating a paperless learning
environment which is more affordable, while also being beneficial to the environment.
4. Improved Student Attendance
Since online classes can be
taken from home or location of
choice, there are fewer chances
of students missing out on lessons.
5. Suits A Variety Of
Learning Styles
Every student has a different learning journey and a different learning style. Some students are visual learners, while
some students prefer to learn
through audio. Similarly, some
students thrive in the classroom, and other students are
solo learners who get distracted by large groups.
What Are The Disadvantages Of Online Learning?
1. Inability To Focus On
Screens
For many students, one of
the biggest challenges of online
learning is the struggle with focusing on the screen for long
periods of time. With online learning, there is also a greater chance
for students to be easily distracted by social media or other
sites. Therefore, it is imperative
for the teachers to keep their
online classes crisp, engaging,
and interactive to help students
stay focused on the lesson.
2. Technology Issues
Another key challenge of
online classes is internet connectivity. While internet penetration has grown in leaps and
bounds over the past few
years, in smaller cities and
towns, a consistent connection with decent speed is a
problem. Without a consistent
internet connection for students or teachers, there can be
a lack of continuity in learning
for the child. This is detrimental to the education process.

3. Sense Of Isolation
Students can learn a lot
from being in the company of
their peers. However, in an
online class, there are minimal
physical interactions between
students and teachers. This
often results in a sense of isolation for the students. In this
situation, it is imperative that
the school allow for other
forms of communication between the students, peers, and
teachers. This can include
online messages, emails and
video conferencing that will
allow for face-to-face interaction and reduce the sense of
isolation.
4. Teacher Training
Online learning requires
teachers to have a basic understanding of using digital
forms of learning. However,
this is not the case always. Very
often, teachers have a very
basic understanding of technology. Sometimes, they don’t
even have the necessary resources and tools to conducts
online classes.
To combat this, it is important for schools to invest in
training teachers with the latest technology updates so that
they can conduct their online
classes seamlessly.
5. Manage Screen Time
Many parents are concerned about the health hazards of having their children
spend so many hours staring
at a screen. This increase in
screen time is one of the biggest concerns and disadvantages of online learning. Sometimes students also develop
bad posture and other physical problems due to staying
hunched in front of a screen.
A good solution to this
would be to give the students
plenty of breaks from the
screen to refresh their mind
and their body.
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Assam Rifles organises
career counseling for girls

IT News
Imphal, Jan 17:
Assam Rifles organised a
Career Counseling session for
the young girls of MG College,
Bishnupur on 16 January.
An interactive lecture was
conducted with aim to gener-

ate awareness amongst the
students of the college to
create awareness about various higher education
streams, vocational training
and varied career avenues
including the various
schemes promulgated by the
State and the Central Gov-

ernment for upliftment of girls
education in society.
57 students and teaching
staff attended the interactive
lecture and expressed profound gratitude to the Assam
Rifles troops for conducting
such an informative lecture for
the young students.

Assam Rifles conducts Medical
Camp and Security Meet
IT News
Imphal, Jan 17:
Continuing the welfare activities, Assam Rifles conducted a Medical Camp at
Lilong and a security meeting
at Chandrakhong in Thoubal
District on 16 January.
The Medical Camp estab-

lished provided free health
checkup and primary medical
consultation to the local populace. The medical authorities
also conducted lectures for the
local population on personal
hygiene and health precautions during winter season
along with awareness on drug
abuse.

Thr security meeting
sensitised the locals on the
enhanced security measures
and provided increase situational awareness for the upcoming Republic Day.
The local people appreciated the relentless efforts of the
Assam Rifles in reaching out
to them for such a noble cause.

Contd. from Page 2

INA-Japanese Imphal ....
Although after 16 days the
siege ended for all practical purposes, the Japanese still occupied
some bunkers on a 7,000 yard forest whose sides were unscalable
green cliffs. As long as this force
was stationed there, theImphalDimapur Road, the main supply
line was still under their control.
However, two Brigades of army,
one from the 7th Division and the
other from the Chindits had come
south-east towards Jassami to
block any possible Japanese reinforcement from the Chindwin
and thus completed the process
of encircling and isolating the
Japanese from their supply
lines. Till 30th April the Japanese
control of the ridge was attacked. By 3rd May, artillery and
tanks were brought from
Dimapur for an all-out attack
against the Japanese force. Although British attack was countered by cross fire from hidden
hill tops, many Japanese died.
Along with this, tanks began to
crawl up and by May 13 the surviving enemy fell back.
As indicated earlier, in their
push northwards from Ukhrul
through the hills on the 27 th
March, the Japanese destroyed
Karasom village and so also was
the fate of Jessami a few miles
further north. By the 18th April
due to ceaseless fighting there
was a complete disruption of
normal life in Kohima and the
surrounding villages. The Japanese patrol which went along the
bridle paths from Kohima
reached distant places like
Sakhalu on the new Sema Road,
Ghukia on the old Sema Road,
Wokha
on
the
MakokchungRoad and Pedi on
the HenimaRoad. The inhabitants of these places were absolutely terror struck and began
looking for safer places.
Kohimavillage which was occupied by the Japanese was completely destroyed by fire before

the inhabitants could save their
paddy or household goods. The
place and its houses were torn
and cratered by shells and
bombs and honeycombed with
trenches and bunkers. It was the
centre of bitter fighting for
weeks afterwards. Dead bodies
of the war littered the place. The
village wells had been to a large
extent fouled or destroyed. Even
some outlying medical dispensaries had either been destroyed
or robbed by the army.The large
village of Chedema was completely destroyed during the
fighting and the same fate befell
the villages of Aradura and
Chandmari. The eastern half of
Viswemavillage was blasted by
the British guns and gutted by
fire. Chizami was bombed by the
Allied aircraft and in the process
many houses were destroyed.
Since the Japanese forces
brought very little food with
them, rice was requisitioned in
very large quantities for their daily
consumption as well as for their
mules. They had specific instructions to treat the local people well
and to pay for all supplies they
collected they distributed large
quantities of Japanese currency
and well forged Rs. 10/- Indian
currency notes among the villagers in return for food and labour.
They also killed and ate enormous amount of chickens, pigs,
cattles, mithans and buffaloes.
Although some Angami villagers succeeded in hiding their
herds of cattle in the deep secluded villages of ‘Japvo range’,
the destruction of pigs was so
complete that N.L. Bor in his report about the deteriorating sanitary conditions of the Naga hills
villages due to the absence of
pigs. Since the villagers fled to
the jungles or to the field houses
low in the valley, they contracted
malaria. The Japanese did not
even spare the household goods.
Cooking pots once used were

smashed. Daos, axes and hoes
were collected and thrown away
in the jungle or into the river.
In the eastern Naga Hills, the
local people used to manufacture
their own salt by using the local
brine wells. Thesalt pans which
were used in the manufacture
were also destroyed. Even the
Naga blankets and other clothes
forcibly taken from the villagers
were never returned to the owners. What was of crucial importance was the disturbance in the
agriculture of the Naga Hills. The
cultivation of the hill terraces was
seriously interfered with and all
the above mentioned villages
got little or no crop. Although the
Nagas made a great effort to do
what they could, shortage of
implements and the delayed
planting of crops prevented the
rice from setting seed.
Although both Imphal and
Kohima were surrounded and
putunder siege for about two
months by the INA-Japanese
forces, their decision to travel
light with limited supplies across
long distances over difficult and
treacherous terrain ultimately
turned against them. Conversely
the Allied forces organized continuous air lift of supplies, armaments and security personnel
throughout the siege period. In
the numerous battles of attrition
the Allied forces prevail due to
superior air power. On the battlefields of Kohima and Imphal
about 80000 Japanese troops of
31st, 33rd and 15 division and
12000 INA troops faced 150000
British, British Indian, British
West African and American
troops. By June when the siege
of Imphal and Kohima were
lifted,more than 30000 Japanese
perished either from bullets or
hunger. Further, torrential rain in
June-July compounded the problems of the retreating Japanese
forces.
(concluded)
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Through railways, we are connecting the
areas that were left behind: PM Modi
PIB
Delhi Delhi, Jan 17:
The Prime Minister, Shri
Narendra Modi has said regions of the countries that are
unconnected and left behind
are being connected through
railways connection. Shri
Modi was speaking after flagging off eight trains connecting different regions of the
country to Kevadiya in
Gujarat and inaugurating several railways related projects
in the state, via video
conferencing.
Prime Minister also asserted that speed of broad
gauging and electrification
has gained momentum and
tracks are being prepared for
higher speed. This has enabled running of semi high
speed trains and we are moving towards high-speed capabilities, for this budget has
been enhanced manifold, said
the Prime Minister.
The Prime Minister also
pointed out that it is being ensured that railways remains environment -friendly. Kevadiya

The National Polio
immunisation programme, as
part of which children in the age
group of 0-5 years are administered polio drops, has been
rescheduled to 31 January.
The
National
Immunisation Day (NID), commonly known as Pulse Polio
Immunisation programme, was
earlier scheduled for 17 January across India.
“The massive countrywide
tainer train. Today a series of
indigenously manufactured
modern trains are part of Indian Railways, Said the Prime
Minister.
The Prime Minister
stressed the need for skilled
specialist manpower and professionals to meet the requirement of the railway transformation. This need drove the
establishment of Deemed
Railway University in

Nation’s first COVID-19 vaccination
drive held successfully, over 1.91 lakh
people inoculated on day one
Agency
New Delhi, Jan 17:
India successfully rolled
out the world’s largest Covid19 vaccination drive yesterday.
It was launched by Prime Minister Narendra Modi through
video conferencing. More than
1.91 lakh people across the
country were inoculated on
the first day.
The Health Ministry said
not a single case of post-vaccination hospitalisation has
been reported so far. SII-produced Covidshield was sup-

plied to all States and UTs,
while Bharat Biotech’s Covaxin
was sent to 12 States. Government said, vaccination drive is
probably the beginning of the
end of the coronavirus pandemic in the country.
Speaking on the occasion,
the Prime Minister said
India’s COVID 19 vaccination
campaign is based on very humane principles and those exposed to maximum risk get
priority.
Mr Modi praised those
scientists who had been involved in making the vaccine

against Corona for the past
several months.
He exuded pride how two
Made in India vaccines were
readied in such a short period.
Mr Modi said Indian vaccines
are much cheaper than foreign
vaccines but are equally good.
He said there are some vaccines abroad whose single
dose cost up to 5,000 rupees
and have to be kept in freeze
at minus 70 degree temperature.
Mr Modi highlighted the
need to have two doses of corona vaccine.

Around 563 lakh tonnes of Paddy procured during
ongoing Kharif Marketing Season
Agency,
New Delhi, Jan 17:
Government has said that
around 563 lakh tonnes of
Paddy have been procured
during the ongoing Kharif
Marketing Season. This is an
increase of 26.28 per cent
against the last year corresponding purchase of around
445 lakh tonnes.
The Agriculture Ministry
said, government continues to
procure Kharif crops at its

Minimum Support Price from
farmers as per its existing MSP
Schemes. The Ministry said,
more than 78 lakh paddy farmers have been benefited from
current Kharif Marketing Season Procurement Operations
with MSP value of over one
lakh six thousand crore rupees.
The Paddy procurement is
continuing smoothly in the
procuring States and Union
Territories of Punjab, Haryana,
Uttar Pradesh, Telangana,
Uttarakhand, Tamil Nadu,

Chandigarh, Jammu and Kashmir, Kerala, Gujarat, Andhra
Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh,
Odisha, Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashtra,
Bihar,
Jharkhand, Assam, Karnataka
and West Bengal.
Government through its
nodal agencies has also procured over two lakh 96 thousand tonnes of Moong, Urad,
Groundnut
Pods
and
Soyabean benefitting more
than one lakh 58 thousand
farmers.

Dhaka International Film
Festival Inaugurated
Agency
Dhaka, Jan 17:
The 19th Dhaka International Film Festival (DIFF) was
inaugurated on Saturday by
the Foreign Minister of
Bangladesh Dr. A K Abdul
Momen. Inaugurating the Film
Festival Dr. Momen Dr.
Momen said that the government has reopened the theatre
with safety measures in place
for the sake of the film industry.
He expressed happiness

Polio immunisation programme will
now start on 31 January due to COVID19 vaccination drive on 16 January
Agency
New Delhi, Jan 17:

Station is India’s first railway
station to start with green
building certification.
He also stressed the importance of aatmnirbharta in
railway related manufacturing
and technology which is
yielding good results now. It
was due to local manufacturing of high horse power electric locomotive that India
could launch the world’s first
double stacked long haul con-

that the Bangladesh-India joint
venture film on the life of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman will commence shooting this month. He expressed
the hope that the festival will
boost the film industry in
Bangladesh and inspire film
people to produce even better
films in the future.
High Commissioner of India to Bangladesh Vikram K
Doraiswami was the special
guest during the inaugural
function. Speaking on the occasion he said that India has

always played a positive role
in the development of culture
in Bangladesh. He also mentioned that India and
Bangladesh are jointly producing a film based on the life of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman.
The Dhaka film festival
this year is dedicated to the
memory of Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman to pay
tribute on the occasion of his
birth centenary. 225 films from
73 countries will be screened
during the festival.

Vadodara. India is one of the
few countries to have an institute of this stature. Modern amenities for rail transport,
multi-disciplinary research,
training are being made available. Talented youth from 20
states are being trained to
steer the present and future
of railway. This will help in
modernizing railway through
innovation and research, Concluded the Prime Minister.

PM to hand over
land patta to
indigenous
landless people on
Jan 23 in Assam
Agency
Sivsagar, Jan 17:
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will hand over land patta
to indigenous landless people
on 23rd of this month at an
event in Sivsagar, Assam.
Participating in an AIR talk
show last night, Commissioner-Secretary in the Revenue department M S
Manivannan said that the
Assam government will give
land pattas to 1 lakh 3 thousand people this month. He
said that the Prime Minister will
start the distribution process
at Sivsagar.
Mr Manivannan said that
the Assam government has already provided land pattas to
over 1 lakh people recently
and
Chief
Minister
Sarbananda Sonowal took the
decision to provide land
pattas to another over 1 lakh
people this month.

COVID-19 vaccination drive
will be rolled out by Prime Minister from January 16. This
would be the world’s largest
immunisation exercise. Therefore, it has been decided by the
Ministry of Health in consultation with the office of the
President of India to reschedule the Polio vaccination day,
also known as the National
Immunisation Day (NID) or
‘Polio Ravivar’ to 31st January,” the Union Health Ministry said.
The President will launch

the
Polio
National
Immunisation Day on 30 January by administering Polio
drops to some children at the
Rashtrapati Bhawan at 11.45
am, the ministry said in a statement.
“The decision is in keeping with the stated policy of
the Health Ministry to ensure
that COVID management and
vaccination services as well as
non-COVID essential health
services proceed in tandem
without adversely impacting
each other,” it stated.

Government says consumption
of well cooked chicken and
eggs safe for humans
Agency
Mumbai, Jan 17:
The cases of Avian Influenza
have been confirmed in poultry
in Latur, Parbhani, Nanded, Pune,
Solapur, Yavatmal, Ahmednagar,
Beed and Raigad districts of
Maharashtra.
The Ministry of Fisheries,
Animal Husbandry and Dairying
said, Avian Influenza has also
been confirmed in Chhatarpur
district of Madhya Pradesh,

Surat, Navsari and Narmada districts of Gujarat, Dehradun district of Uttarakhand and Kanpur
district of Uttar Pradesh. Additionally, in Delhi, Pigeon and
brown fish owls in Najafgarh and
Heron in Rohini have tested positive for avian influenza.
The Ministry said the central teams formed for monitoring
the situation in the affected areas of the country are visiting the
affected sites and conducting
epistemological studies. States

have been requested to rethink
their decisions to impose a ban
on sale of poultry and poultry
products and allow selling of
poultry and poultry products
sourced from the non-infected
areas and states. It is reiterated
that consumption of well
cooked chicken and eggs is
safe for humans. The Ministry
said, consumers should not
heed to baseless rumours that
are unscientific and often lead
to confusion.

China pushes its vaccines amid
debates over its efficacy,
COVID surge at home
Agency
Beijing, Jan 17:
Amid debates and confusion
about the effectiveness of a leading Chinese COVID-19 vaccine,
China has been pushing its vaccines to other countries. Public
reports so far about the efficacy
of its leading SinoVac vaccine
have been inconsistent, which
the Chinese firm attributes to
variations in methodology. Experts say China has been too
slow to publish trial data. China
has administered more than 10
million doses of its state owned
firm Sinopharm at home which
also has not published its phase
3 trial data. The country started
emergency use of its vaccine in
July last year.
With most countries likely to
need more than one type of vaccine to meet demand, China has
quickly started exports of its vaccines. The exports come even as

Nepal
congratulates
India on success
in developing Road Safety Month
Covid vaccine to be inaugurated
Agency
Kathmandu, Jan 17:
tomorrow
Foreign Minister of Nepal
Pradeep Kumar Gyawali today
congratulated India on success in developing the Covid
vaccine and expressed confidence that the pandemic will
be soon overcome.
Mr Gyawali today called
on Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh in New Delhi. He is in
India for the 6th India-Nepal
Joint Commission Meeting.
During his interaction with Mr
Singh, the Foreign Minister
conveyed his greetings from
the leadership of Nepal, and
expressed his desire to deepen
the bilateral relations.
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PIB
New Delhi, Jan 17:
National Road Safety
Month is all set to be inaugurated tomorrow, to build awareness about road safety and reduce road accidents in India.
The inaugural function is
slated for tomorrow in Vigyan
Bhavan , where it will be
launched by Union Minister for
DefenceShRajnath Singh and
Union Minister for Road
Transport and Highways &
MSME, Sh. Nitin Gadkari. Minister of State for RTH, Gen
(Retd) Sh. VK Singh and CEO,
Niti AAYOG, Sh. Amitabh Kant
will also participate.

China battles its own flare-up in
infections, which has put more
than 28 million people in
lockdown. Continuing its recent
three-digit surge, the Chinese
mainland on Friday reported 130
newly confirmed COVID-19
cases, of which 115 were locally
transmitted. Of the locally transmitted cases, 90 were reported in
Hebei, 23 in Heilongjiang, and
two in Beijing. 79 new asymptomatic cases were also reported.
Around 10 provinces are affected.
Meanwhile, Hong Kong announced that it is likely to delay
the distribution of mainland Chinese producer Sinovac’s Covid19 vaccine because of a lack of

trial data, raising transparency
concerns over a vaccine Beijing
wants to sell throughout the developing world. Sinovac whose
efficacy rates for trials in Brazil
were lowered to 50.4 per cent, has
been criticized for not releasing
enough underlying data to explain varying results. However,
experts say, it can prevent deaths
from the virus.
AWorld Health Organization
(WHO) team in China is reviewing manufacturing practices for
Sinovac’s vaccine, and those
produced by Chinese stateowned Sinopharm. If the WHO
lists the vaccines for emergency
use, that will accelerate their global distribution.

Documents lost
I, the undersigned have lost my Original Certificate and
Provisional Certificate of my Class X passed examination
conducted by Board of Secondary Education Manipur and
Marksheet with Provisional Certificate of Pre University,
conducted by Manipur University and Marksheet with
Provisional Certificate of Graduate, conducted by Manipur
University von the way from my home to Lamphel DC Office,
Lamphelpat on 14.01.2021.
Finders are requested to hand over it to the undersigned .
Sd/Nameirakpam Sanajaoba Singh
(L) N. Kula Singh
Chinga Makha Liwa Road Bokl Makhong,
Imphal West District, Manipur
PO - Imphal, PS - Singjamei-795008
Contact No. 8014513514

Name Change
I, the undersigned, do hereby declare that I have
relinquished, renounced and abandoned the use of my old
name Nirmala Devi as I assume my new name Nimala Budha
Chhetry. I shall be known as Nimala Budha Chhetry.
Sd/Nimala Budha Chhetry
W/o, Laxman Budha Chhetry
Garkha Harup Irang Part-II
Senapati District, Manipur
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