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CM launches historic Covid vaccination in the State PM Launches pan India
IT News
Imphal, Jan 16:
Chief Minister N. Biren
Singh launched the historic
vaccination drive of COVID19 vaccine (Covishield) in the
State in a function held at
Jawaharlal Nehru Institute of
Medical Sciences (JNIMS)
today.
The 1st Phase vaccination
in the State will be carried out
in 10 centres viz. JNIMS
Hospital, RIMS Hospital, Shija
Hospitals and Research
Institute
and
District
Hospitals of Churachandpur,
Bishnupur, Senapati, Chandel,
Ukhrul,
Thoubal,
Tamenglong. 9617 healthcare
workers
will
receive
vaccination in this Phase. In
the 2nd Phase, other frontline
warriors will be inoculated. In
the 3rd and 4th phase, persons
above 50 years of age and
people below 50 years of age
with co-morbidity will be
vaccinated respectively.
Speaking on the occasion,
the Chief Minister urged the
public not to make negative
comments about the vaccine
without valid scientific proof.
As it may create suspicion
and hesitation in people’s
mind, such persons can be
penalized under relevant Acts,
the Chief Minister cautioned.

TA & Hills
Minister launched
COVID-19 vaccine
IT News
Imphal, Jan 16:
Tribal Affairs and Hills
Minister Vungzagin Valte, who
is also in-charge of
Churachandpur and Pherzawl
districts,launched COVID-19
vaccination
drive
for
Churachandpur district today
at Churachandpur District
Hospital Campus and gave out
the vaccination certificate to
the first three beneficiaries of
Covishield injection. The
program was organized by
District Administration, Health
Department and District Health
Society, Churachandpur.
Before the historic event of
launching the COVID-19
vaccine, one minute silence
was observed in memory and
honour of the people who
have died from coronavirus
and all the valiant efforts that
were made on their behalf.

Containing such a highly
contagious virus in a largely
populated country like India
having population of more
than 130 crore people can’t be
easy at all. If it were not for
the farsighted vision of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
his timely effective preventive
measures, the country could
have
experienced
transmission and casualty in
greater scale. Under his
supervision, the Chief

Minister said, India took up
preventive measures as early
as January 2020.
In Manipur as well, N. Biren
Singh said that the State
Government
announced
lockdown even before the
Centre announced it. He also
said that the State Government
also wholeheartedly took up
different measures to contain
the virus at maximum level.
Despite criticism from some
sections of the public,

Manipur was among the few
States which brought back its
citizens in Shramik trains, he
added. The State also not
only opened quarantine
centres and COVID Care
Centres on time but also
acquired
necessary
equipment and recruited
required manpower without
any delay, he added.
N. Biren Singh also
appreciated the hard work of
researchers and scientists of

the country for developing
COVID vaccines on time. No
matter people and the
Government have received a
huge relief with this invention,
the lesson of being kind to
every creature and the nature,
which COVID pandemic has
taught, must never be
forgotten, he added.
Developed by Oxford
University and Astra-Zeneca
and manufactured by Serum
Institute of India, Covishield
has already undergone the
required 3 levels of human
trials. The Drugs Controller
General of India has declared
safe, immunogenic and
efficacious. 54,000 doses of
the vaccine arrived in the State
on January 13, 2021.
The State Government has
identified and kept ready 246
session sites spread across 16
districts for vaccination. All
these sites have been checked
through Dry Runs.
Health Advisor to CM Dr.
Sapam Ranjan, Chief Secretary
Dr. Rajesh Kumar, Additional
Chief Secretary P. Vaiphei,
Health Services Director Dr. K.
Rajo, Family Welfare Services
Director Dr. P. Shyamsundar,
State Mission Director of
National Health Mission Dr. N.
Shyamjai and JNIMS Director
Prof. Th. Bhimo were also
seated on the dais.

rollout of COVID-19
vaccination drive

PIB
New Delhi, Jan 16:
The Prime Minister,
Narendra Modilaunched the
pan India rollout of COVID-19
vaccination drive via video
conferencing today. This is
the
world’s
largest
vaccination program covering
the entire length and breadth
of the country. A total of 3006
session sites across all States
and UTs were virtually
connected during the launch.
The Prime Minister started
his speech by paying
compliments to the scientists
who were associated with the
development of the vaccines.
He said, usually it takes years
to prepare a vaccine but here,
in such a short time, not one
but two made-in-India vaccine
were launched. The Prime
Minister cautioned the people
to be careful about not
missing taking two doses. He

said that there will be a gap of
one month between the
doses. He asked people to
keep their guards up even after
taking the vaccine as only two
weeks after taking the second
dose, human body will
develop necessary immunity
against Corona.
The Prime Minister put the
unprecedented scale of the
vaccination
drive
in
perspective by informing that,
in the first round itself, 3 crore
people, which is more than
population of at least 100
countries of the world, are
being vaccinated. He said that
this needs to be taken up to
30 crores in the second round
when elderly and people with
serious co-morbidities will be
vaccinated. He said that there
are only three countries- India,
USA and China, who have the
population of more than 30
crore.
(contd. on page 3)

NSU celebrate 3rd
Foundation Day

100 people vaccinated at the launch of
COVID -19 vaccination drive at RIMS
IT News
Imphal, Jan 16:
As part of the pan India
rollout of COVID-19 vaccination
drive, Regional Institute of
Medical Sciences (RIMS),
Imphal today launched the
COVID-19
Vaccination
Programme at the College of
Nursing, RIMS, Imphal.
Altogether 100 people were
vaccinated during the launching
of the vaccination programme.
Speaking as the Chief Guest,
N. Praveen Singh, IAS, Deputy
Commissioner, Imphal West,
said that to clear the doubts’
amongst the people regarding
the vaccine, the Director of
RIMS himself has volunteered
to vaccinate during the
programme today. The vaccine
is being brought out by experts
with adequate research work and
is introduced in the country

only after getting a clearance from
the National Regulator based on
its safety and efficacy. He urged
the public not to hesitate in
getting the vaccination.
Congratulating the entire
team of RIMS, Imphal, he
expressed that the efforts made
by the staffs of RIMS in making
the vaccination programme a
successful venture is laudable. He
sought the support and

cooperation from the public to
take part in the programme with
courage to wipe out the virus
from the global map.
After
getting
the
vaccination, Prof. A. Shanta
Singh, Director, RIMS, Imphal
expressed gratefulness for
giving the opportunity to
organize the launch of COVID19 Vaccination Programme at the
institute. He also said that he

volunteered for the vaccination
to demonstrate that there are no
side effects of the vaccine.
Expressing happiness for the
people of the state, he added
that it would be good if more
people come out to get
vaccination to break the chain
of the pandemic.
The function was attended
by Y. Nelson, ADC/ADM,
Imphal West, Pooja Elangbam,
SDO Lamphel, Prof. H.
Priyosakhi Devi, Medical
Superintendent,
RIMS
Hospital, Imphal, Dr. H. Kula
Singh, Chief Medical Officer,
Imphal West, Dr. Th. Shantajit
Singh, District Immunization
Officer, Imphal West as Guests
of Honour. All the Head of
Departments, Faculty members,
Officials and Staffs of Regional
Institute of Medical Sciences,
Imphal also attended the
launching function.

IT News
Imphal, Jan 16:
National sport University,
Manipur virtually celebrated its
3rd foundation day on 16-012021. On this occasion, sh. R.C.
Mishra, IAS (Retd), Vice
Chancellor, National Sports
University and Sh. L. Shyam
Kumar, Registrar, graced the
occasion as the Chief Guest
and Guest of Honour,
Respectively. Dean-in-charge,
Dr. Lamlun Buhril was also
present. On this occasion, as a
special guest, Professor
jayashree Acharya wished
everyone success for the
future endeavours of the
university.
In his address, the Vice
Chancellor appreciated the

efforts made by Professor
Jayashree Acharya, Former
Dean, NSU, Registrar L. Shyam
Kumar, faculty members and
students to make teaching and
learning process smooth in
spite of the pandemic by
accepting
and
using
technology as a tool. He also
emphasized on seeing positive
side of the pandemic which
brought to our attention of the
importance of family and
environment.
The University Honoured
Mr. Rajesh Thokchom,
students of M.A. Sports
Psychology for being the topper
of the first passed out batch of
NSU. E-Certificates to winner of
debate competitions organized
during the year 2020 were
distributed online.

2-Day Workshop on ‘Research and Publication Ethics concludes
IT New
Imphal, Jan 16:
The Two Day National
Workshop on “Research and
Publication Ethics” organised
by School of Education,
Manipur University, Canchipur,
Imphal held from 15th to 16th
January, 2021 at the Centenary
Hall of Manipur University has
come to an end today.
In the Inaugural Function
of the Workshop, Prof. Amar
Yumnam, VC (i/c), Manipur
University, Prof. Vanlalngak,
Head,
Department
of
Philosophy, NEHU, Shillong,
Prof. G. A. Shantibala Devi,

Dean, School of Life Sciences,
MU, Prof. S. Mangi Singh,
Dean, School of Life Sciences,
MU, Prof. M. Ranjit Singh,
Chairman,
Institutional
Human Ethics Committee,
MU and Prof. T. Inaobi Singh,
Dean, School of Education,
MU have graced the function
as Chief Guest, Guests of
Honour and President
respectively. In his Welcome
Address, Dr. L. Santosh
Singh, the Organising
Secretary of the Workshop
heartily welcomed all the
dignitaries on the dais and 300
participants who are faculties
from different colleges and

research scholars from different
departments.
On the first day of the
Workshop, after inaugural
function, a Key Note Address
on the Topic “Ethics in
Research and Publication” has
been delivered by Prof.
Vanlalnghak,
Head,
Department of Philosophy,
NEHU, Shillong. In the Evening
session of the first day, Dr. L.
Bishwanath Sharma, Head,
Department of Philosophy, MU
has delivered a lecture on
“Ethics and It’s Place in
Research”.
Prof.
W.
Nabakumar Singh, (Retd.)
Former Dean, School of Human

and Environmental Science,
MU shared his valuable and
insightful thoughts on
“Research Integrity and
Publication Ethics”. Prof.
Naorem Okendro Singh, Head,
Department of Basic Science,
CAU, Iroisemba has given a
presentation on “Design to
Identify
Research
Misconduct and Predatory
Publication”.
On the Second day of the
Workshop, Dr. Ch. Ibohal Singh,
Head, Department of Library &
Information Science, MU has
given a session on “Open
Access Publications”. Shri M.
Lokendro Singh, Assistant

Librarian, MU has shared
practical knowledge on
“Plagiarism”. The last speaker
of the Morning Session, Prof.
S.
Dorendrajit
Singh,
Department of Physics, MU
delivered a lecture on
“Databases and Research
Metrics”.
Valedictory Function of
the Two Day National
Workshop on “Research and
Publication Ethics” has been
graced by Prof. R A S
Kushwaha, Dean, School of
Human & Environmental
Science, MU, Prof. R K
Hemakumar Singh, Dean,
School of Engineering, MU,

Prof. Laitonjam Warjeet Singh,
Director, Research
&
Development Centre, MU and
Prof. T. Inaobi Singh, Dean,
School of Education, MU as
Presidium Members. Dr.
Sharmila
Thingbaijam,
Assistant
Professor,
Department of ACEE, MU
welcomed everyone for the
Valedictory Function. Dr. L.
Santosh Singh, Organising
Secretary has given a brief
report of the workshop.
Participants of the Workshop
also shared their experiences in
the Two Day National
Workshop. The Valedictory
Function was closed with a Vote

of Thanks from Dr. M.
Nodiyachand Singh, Head (i/c),
Department of Yoga, MU.
Two
Day
National
Workshop on “Research and
Publication Ethics” was
attended satisfactorily by 300
teachers and research scholars
from JJT University, Rajasthan,
JNU, Delhi, Sharda University,
Noida, Manipur University of
Culture, Imphal, Punjabi
University, NEHU, Shillong,
Delhi University, DMU, Imphal,
Avinashilingam University,
Coimbatore, DAVV, Indore and
from various departments of
Manipur University and 19
colleges from Manipur.
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Congress existence felt,
but will it survive?
After a long slumber or say staying away from the peoples’ cause
beside being the main opposition party in the Manipur Legislative Assembly, the Congress party finally makes sound yesterday for one good
cause. The opposition leaders and the legislatures as well as the newly
inducted president of the Manipur Pradesh Congress Committee,
Govindas Konthoujam was seen on the street protesting for the farmer’s
cause.
After the congress party failed to form government besides having
its number here in the state of Manipur in the 11th Manipur Legislative
Assembly, and the downfall of the same across the nation even by not
having the number to elect the opposition leaders at the Parliament, the
last three years saw an idle opposition party in the state. This is being
stated as no tough voice has been hard from this party to any issue
related to the state. The party has become too weak in the state that they
remain a mute spectator to peoples’ issue and even failed to go along
with the people, particularly with the civil society organization of the
state.
During this term the state witness changes of the MPCC president
twice. From CWC member Gaikhangam, the post of the MPCC president
has been appointed to Ex-MLA M. Okendro and recently Govindas
Konthoujam , the undisputed representative from Bishenpur Assembly
constituency for around 5 times consecutively, replaced M. Okendro as
the President of the MPCC. The survival of any party is depended to its
leader, the more the leader acts, the more the popularity rise.
Yesterday, the state show the party active once more, not matter the
protest is related with the state issue or not , the existence of the party
has been once more notice. After all State Assembly Election is also just
around 2 years to go.
Now the question to the mind of every Manipuri is that, will the
Congress party be able to get the mandate of the people in the next
general assembly election. All knows that those in the party who are
legislatures in the state Assembly are all potential candidates of winning
the election. But then, fate of Manipur’s politics is always dependent to
the politics at Centre. The BJP and other Regional party as well as those
political party that are going hands in hands with the BJP now is overshadowing the Congress party at almost all states of the country.
Well, whether the congress party succeed in returning to their previous status in the political spectrum or not, their rise is a good sign to
revive the endanger democracy in the state.
In war both don’t win but one side win similarly in the battle for
power one among the two – congress or the BJP led party will have the
peoples’ mandate. So it is still good seeing the rise of congress party – for
we don’t want to watch a football game where a team won on walk-over.

Editor’s Diary

Two decades back, the then Editor,
today the CM of Manipur put forth a
suggestion of having a state song
I cannot remember the exact date or year, but it was during the late
90s, probably during the winter of 1998; three audio albums: Kheba
Ching, Natte Nonghou Khonjel, and Leibak Ningba Eshei Nachom,
which were patriotic songs sung by renowned singers of the state
including the legendary matam Eshei Singer of Manipur Late Khun
Joykumar, was officially released at the terrace of the old AMUCO
office located at Kwakeithel. All the songs were penned by my mentor
Iboyaima Khuman, who is also the publisher as well as the Chief consultant editor of the newspaper that I edit for.
I, as a young budding journalist, had the opportunity to attend the
releasing function as a reporter. I recalled that function, as the present
Chief Minister N. Biren Singh was the chief guest of that cassette
releasing function who then was the editor of the local vernacular daily
‘Naharolgee Thoudang’. From those days itself, the presence of Editor
Nonthongbam Biren either as a Chief Guest or special guest was the
pride of almost every function that was related to state issues.
It wasn’t a huge assembly of people yet the attendees included
many leaders of the civil society organizations particularly, those from
the All Manipur United Club Organisation (AMUCO).
There were countless functions and public gatherings where the
former Editor N. Biren Singh appeared at and this occasion, I still remember as an important chapter in the history of Manipur.
During the releasing function of the three audio albums from
Eikhoigi Yawol Production, the Chief Guest N. Biren Singh appreciated what Iboyaima Khuman had contributed to the society by scripting songs that have the potential of promulgating the essence of patriotism to the youths of the society.
One crucial suggestion he made that day while delivering his speech
as the Chief guest of that event still rings in my ears. I still bear that
suggestion in mind till today. He said, “We the people of Manipur
which comprises of various ethnic groups need to have a common song
– a state song that will strengthen the integrity of the state”. He also
added that such a song should be for all the community, a song we can
sing together to promote peace and harmony in the state.
Today, after almost two decades Manipur still does not have a state
song accepted by all. There are songs like Hingminnasi Eikhoi etc.,
but there is still no approved state song. In a land of diverse culture like
Manipur, N. Biren Singh (Tamo Biren) now the chief minister of Manipur
should at least work in this area to strengthen the bond of brotherhood
among all communities in the state.
Letters, Feedback and Suggestions to ‘Imphal Times’
can be sent to our e-mail : imphaltimes@gmail.com. For advertisement
kindy contact: - 0385-3590330 (O). For time being readers can reach
the office at Cell Phone No. 9862860745 for any purpose.
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INA-Japanese Imphal and Kohima Campaign
and Local Participation (1942-45) - I
By Prof. N. Lokendra Singh
Prof. & Head, Dept. of History, Manipur University
COMING OF THE WAR
IA - Chin Hills
After overrunning the Allied
forces in Southeast Asia, the Imperial JapaneseAir Force carried out
strategic bombing at many vital areas in Rangoon on 23 December
1941. The Burmese nationalists supported the Japanese in the initial
phase of the war.As a result,the latter couldeasily establish military
control of the region and Rangoon
was captured on 7 March 1942.To
counteract the Imperial Japanese
military advances, the Allied forces
too organised‘local levies’ among
many ethnic communities i.e. Shans,
Kachins, Nagas and Chins. In May,
Sir Reginald Dorman Smith,the Governor of Burma fled to Shimla and
set up the Burmese government in
exile there. In August 1943, the Japanese granted Burma the status of
independentnation althoughit continued to retain the ultimate sovereign authority over the country.
As the 17th Indian Division of
the British IV Corps operating in
Kabaw valley area planned for safe
withdrawal to its headquarter
atTiddim, the ‘Chin levy’ consisting of two classes of volunteers
under the command of Norman
Kelly, the Assistant Superintendent
of the district was trying toprovide
effective logistical support. The
‘A’class men were supposed to take
an offensive role outside their own
tract/village where as the ‘B’class
was supposed to operate in their
own locality.Each of the armed volunteers of the 1st group were paid
Rs.20/- per month, whereas, those
of the latter group were given Rs.10/
- eachper month.
The 17 th Division marched
towardsTiddim when the road construction works were completed. A
combine force including the Chin
Levy defeateda strong force of the
33 rd Japanese
Division
at
‘LeisanMual’ (Basha hills) on 25
May 1943 in which many Japanese
soldiers were killed. Despite these

reverses, the Japanese 33rd division
continued to move towards Tiddim
during May, June and July of the
same year as a preparation for a
counter attack. In between, Col.
Stevenson recruited volunteers
known as ‘Chinwags’ to work
atFalam whereas ‘Chinforce’ under
the command of Major W.P. Peeble
was set up to work at the LumbangMualbem
area. Conversely,
theImperial Japanese forces also
raised their own local levy force
i.e.,‘Chin Defence Army’comprising
local tribesmen. With that, the Japanese forces succeeded in capturing
Falam, an important town on 7 November and Haka four days later.
Since the British Army as well as the
administrative personnel began to
evacuate Chin Hills, many Burmese
government employeesbegan to
support the new Japanese regime.
Obviously, the local population had
to followthe directivesof the Japanese forces.The villagers of Haka,
Falam, Tiddim, Tonzang, etc. had a
tough time with the Japanese
officerswho extracted, labour, food
and loyalty for the new regime.
Meanwhile, Subhash Chandra
Bose, the Commander-in-Chief of
the Indian National Army had established his Headquarter at Rangoon
in 1943. Earlier, Bose had arrived at
Tokyo on May 16, 1943 immediately
after he reached Sebang by a Japanese submarine. He met Prime Minister, Hideki Tojo on June 10 and
again on June 14 soliciting support
for India’s independence. Two days
later on June 16 Tojomade a declaration to help the cause of Indian independence. By the end of June,
Bose left Tokyo for Singapore accompanied by Rashbehari Bose, the
elderly leader of Indian Independence League. On July 4, representatives of the League gave him a
rousing welcome at the Cathay Theater. The assembled crowdreadily
accepted Subhash as the new leader
of the League. The Indian National
Army (INA) under the leadership of
Mohan Singh had also been wait-

ing since 1942 for the baton to be
taken over by Subhash Chandra
Bose. Thereafter, the Japanese military authority agreed to provide
training and equipment for no more
than 30000 personnel organised in
three divisions. The first division
with about 10000 personnel and consisting of ‘Gandhi’, ‘Nehru’ and
‘Azad’ regiments or brigades was
put under the command of
Mohammed ZamanKiani. Some of
the more active soldiers of three regiments formed No.1 Guerrilla Regiment and was sent to the Malayan
town of Taiping in September 1943
under the command of Shah Nawaz
Khan for training in addition to 45
other handpicked young men who
were trained in Tokyo’s elite Military Academy. In addition to the
three divisions separate intelligence
and field propaganda units i.e.,
‘Bahadur’ groups had been organized for the three divisions.On October 21 1943, Subhash proclaimed
the formation of the Provisional
Government of Azad Hind (Free India) in Singapor. By December 1943,
four units of 250 men each had been
attached for training to the Japanese
divisions that would take part in the
Kohima and Imphal campaign. Just
after the midnight on October 23-24,
1943 the Provisional Government
declared war on Britain and the
United States of America.
In March 1944, after an in-depth
discussion among the top military
brass and political leaders, the Japanese forces launched an operation
code named ‘U-Go’ aiming at a major invasion of North East India.
Three Divisions of Japanese 15th
Army commanded by General
RenyaMutaguchi along with one
INA Division advanced to North
East India viaKabaw valley and the
Chin Hills.The combined JapaneseINA forces advanced through three
important routes –(1) 33rd Division
under General Yanagida was to proceed through Chin HillsChurachandpur route against the
British Indian 17 th Division till

Imphal, (2)31st Division led by General Sato, stationed in and around
Somra tractwas to attack British garrison at Kohima and seized vital Railway & supply depot at Dimapur and
then send forces to capture Imphal,
and (3) 15th Division under General
Yamouchihad to cross Chindwin
River at Homalin andThaungdut
and proceed via Tamu-Pallel
route.All the three divisions were to
encircle Imphal which General W.
Slim, commander of the British Indian 15thArmyused as the supply
base for a future counter offensive.
On 7 th March 1944, General
Mutaguchi had issued instruction
for the offensive actions.The 17 th
Division commanded by General
Cowan at Tiddimwithdrew on 15
March1944. The retreating British
forces were continuously attacked
by the units of Japanese 33rd division all along the way. Two battalions of INA’s ‘Guerilla’brigadeled by
Shah Nawaz Khan reached Tiddim
at the end of March to move along
with Japanese forces. According to
IanLyallGrant 7 important battles
were fought between the Japanese
and the17 Division led Allied forces
along the TiddimRoad (3 in the Chin
Hills and 4 at the Manipur valley).
At the battles at Tonzang,
Singgeland Sakawng, the Japanese
attempted to cut off the 17th Divisions line of retreat. The rugged
mountain terrain coupled with the
twists and turns plus the multiple
winding up and down of the road
provided ideal conditions for setting
up military roadblocks.
On 16-17 March, between
Tonzang and Tuitum (Chin Hills), the
Japanese forces set up roadblocks.
Although, the roadblocks were
cleared on the 18th, the Japanese soldiers managed to cross the Manipur
River and marched towards north
through the hills to seize control of
the road. By 5thApril, all the Allied
forces were completely withdrawn to
Imphal, leaving the Chin Hills a free
hand to theJapanese forces.
(to be continued)

(Chapter from the Forthcoming Book on Manipur and Second World War)

PMKVY 3.0: Inverting the Skill Development Pyramid
By Dr. MahendraNath Pandey,
Sharrufuddin Ahmad was working as a labourer in a big city in
Assam when the pandemic struck,
forcing him to return to his native
village in Assam’s Darang district.
Unable to find livelihood, he
struggled to make ends meet. That
was until he enrolled in a short-term
training where he learned the skill of
a tyre fitter, a course that was made
possible because of mobile training
centresintroduced by the Ministry
of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship (MSDE) under the Skill India mission. Today, Sharrufuddin
works in a tyre repairing workshop
and is able to look after his family.
Sharrufuddin’s story could be
anyone’s.Millions lost their livelihood to the sudden attack of the
disease. In order to address the
woes of so many Indian workers,
the government went into overdrive. Skill training programmes
were given impetus to reach the
maximum and lakhs benefited from
the short-term trainings and recognition of prior learning (RPL) certifications that allowed them to find
livelihood even in remote locations.
For a country as large as India,
skill development is an uphill task.
Vast resources have to be invested
— human and financial — in developing skills of such big numbers.
The Ministry of Skill Development
and Entrepreneurship, instituted in

2014 with a view to orchestrate
synergized efforts in training and
entrepreneurship development,
has introduced a slew of measures
to speed up skilling with
standards.Skill training gained importance with the launch of National Skill Development Mission,
a new Skill Development and Entrepreneurship Policy in 2015, common norms and standards for
schemes and the Pradhan
MantriKaushalVikasYojana on
15July 2015, under which more than
1.2 crore youth have been successfully trained through improved standardization of the skilling ecosystem in the country.
The next and third phase of
Pradhan MantriKaushalVikasYojana
(PMKVY) has been uniquely designed to boost demand for job roles
at the regional level. Adopting a demand-driven approach, PMKVY 3.0
is aimed at connecting local youth
with local jobs. The new-age initiative recognizes the importance of
online training in a post-COVID
world, and will focus on blended
learning in addition to classroombased training for certain job roles.
Decentralization through the involvement of local level representative institutions in the formulation of development plans as well
as their implementation is being encouraged primarily for efficient utilization of resources and ensuring
more reasonable sharing of benefit

from development. To drive the ‘Skill
India’ agenda in ‘Mission Mode’,
State Skill Development Missions
(SSDM) were launched in nearly all
states to manage skill development.
In turn, most states also created
designated District Skill Committees
(DSCs) to facilitate skill development at scale with speed while adhering to high standards.
In the scheme of all things,
DSCs will play a central role in the
implementation of PMKVY 3.0
where they will be entrusted to carry
out district-level skill gap and demand assessment, mobilization and
counseling of candidates and formation of training batches. Further,
post training support and
handholding the candidates after
placements, besides addressing the
grievances will also fall under the
purview of DSCs.
There is still a huge gap between
industry requirements and skills at
the local level owing to a number of
reasons including inadequate training infrastructure, inappropriate mix
of skills and education, outdated
curricula, limited industry interfaces
and limited standards. DSCs will be
empowered to undertake determination of sectoral priorities at the statelevel based on assessment of the
needs of each sector and related industries to enhance qualitative and
quantitative skill availability for the
sector. We have seen some encouraging results under SANKALP (Skill

Acquisition and Knowledge Awareness for Livelihood Promotion),
where decentralization is the focus.
The programme attempts to create
linkage by encouraging SSDMs to
provide guidance to DSCs with respect to preparation of district plans
and build capacities of DSCs
through technical assistance and
training.
With a population of an estimated median age of 28 years by
2022, in comparison to 37 in China
and the United States, 45 in Western Europe and 49 in Japan, India is
clearly pegged to be the ‘Human
Resource Capital’ of the world. However, the window of demographic
dividend is expected to last five decades, i.e. 2005-2055.
Decentralization has been at the
core of institutional reforms in a
number of developing and transitional economies. Development
plans with a bottom-up approach
haveseen good results in reducing
social and gender inequalities, and
in optimum distribution and use of
resources.Decentralized planning
can also be an enabler in achieving
overall development keeping in view
the local resources, needs and aspirations to create an ‘Atmanirbhar
Bharat’ and change the fate of many
like it has done for Sharrufuddin
Ahmad.
The writer is Hon’ble Union
Minister of Skill Development
and Entrepreneurship.
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Advocate Prashant Bhushan Alleges
Gross Abuse Of Media By Goswami

Alleged WhatsApp Chat Between Arnab Goswami And Partho Dasgupta
IT Correspondent
Mumbai, Jan 16:
Senior lawyer Prashant
Bhushan on Friday shared
screenshots of alleged
WhatsApp conversations between Republic TV editor-inchief Arnab Goswami and
former CEO of Broadcast Audience Research Council (BARC)
Partho Dasgupta related to TRP
scam.
Over 500 pages of chats purported to be between Goswami
and Dasgupta, an accused in the
TRP scam case, have gone viral
on social media. “These are a
few snapshots of the damning
leaked WhatsApp chats between BARC CEO &
#ArnabGoswami. They show
many conspiracies & unprecedented access to power in this
govt; gross abuse of his media
& his position as a power broker. In any Rule of law country,
he would be in jail for long,” said
Bhushan in his tweet.
Goswami’s proximity with
the PMO
The detailed chats reveal
damning information related to
Goswami’s proximity with the
Prime Minister’s office and
members of the ruling government, his efforts to manipulate
TRPs in his favour and seek
help from the BJP government,
and much more. Some chats allegedly show Goswami assuring help from PMO with relations to the TRPs.
In one of the chat messages

circulating online, former BARC
CEO allegedly sent a confidential BARC letter to Goswami
saying that he had jammed the
News Broadcasters Association (NBA) while Goswami allegedly replied that he might
meet the Prime Minister regarding the matter. Some messages
also suggest that Dasgupta told
Goswami that the Telecom
Regulatory Authority of India
(TRAI) reform proposal to measure TV viewership digitally
using special software installed
in the set-top box would politically hurt both the Republic
channel and the BJP.
In the alleged chats, the
Former BARC CEO asks
Goswami to use his influence
with the ruling party leaders to
sabotage TRAI reform to install
automatic digital measurement
software and replace the manual
system of meter installation in
households.
Goswami’s
alleged
WhatsApp chat with Das
Gupta was leaked on social
media on the same day when
the Bombay High Court adjourned the hearing in the TRP
Scam case till January 29, 2021.
The Mumbai Police also said
that they will not arrest
Goswami until the next hearing.
The Mumbai Police has alleged that Dasgupta misused
his official position and joined
hands with Goswami and other
accused to manipulate TRP ratings and bring Republic TV to
the top position among English

Assam Rifles recovered
smuggled timber worth 64
lakhs in Ukhrul District
IT News
Imphal, Jan 16:
Acting on credible intelligence, troops of Assam Rifles
intercepted one Shaktiman
truck near Sangshak in Ukhrul
District of Manipur at
10:20AM on 15 January.
On examination of the vehicle and it was found to be

carrying 200 cubic feet of
smuggled timber. The truck
driver, identified as Zimik was
detained.The assessed cost of
smuggled timber was approximately Rs 64 lakhs.
The recovered Timber
alongwith the detainee were
handed over to the Shangshak
Police Station for further investigation.

news channels. In December
last, the crime branch of
Mumbai Police had told the
court that Goswami had bribed
Dasgupta to manipulate the
Republic’s TRPs and bring Republic TV to number one position.
TRP rigging
Mumbai Police has named
Dasgupta in its supplementary
charge sheet in the case. The
police have also alleged that
Goswami had paid huge sums
to Dasgupta to rig the Republic
TV TRP since its launch in 2017.
Dasgupta, who was arrested on
December 24, 2020, has been remanded to judicial custody till
January 13, 2021. Goswami is
also among senior figures from
the network named in a charge
sheet filed by Mumbai Police.
Besides Republic TV, Box
Cinema, Fakt Marathi, News
Nation, Mahamovies, and
Wow music channel are also
under the police’s radar for alleged manipulation of their
TRPs. They did this by paying
money to households with installed barometers to keep the
channels on, according to the
allegations.
The scam surfaced in October
The scam came to the fore
in October 2020 when Nitin
Deokar, deputy general manager of
Hansa Research Private
Limited filed the complaint at
Kandivli police station in North
Mumbai, alleging that

Vishal Bhandari, who was working as a relationship manager
in his
organization from November 2019 to May 2020, was taking money from Vinay Tripathi
and
used to pay households
where barometers were installed and asked them to watch
“India
Today”. (However Mumbai
Police Commissioner Param Bir
Singh clarified that there was no
evidence against ‘India Today TV’).
“During the inquiry,
Bhandari named others in the
scam. When Mumbai Police visited the
residence of one of the
viewers, a Kandivli resident
Tejal Solanki, in whose house a
the barometer was installed,
told police that he was paid
money, and was asked to watch
‘Republic TV”.
So far the Mumbai police
have arrested 15 people, including Dasgupta in the TRP scam.
Most of those named in the
scam are former employees of
the Mumbai based Hansa Research Private Limited, appointed by BARC to monitor
different channels and programs through
30,000 barometers installed
across India, based on which
the council awards ratings to
channels. Of the 30,000,
2,000 barometers are installed in
Mumbai, which is handled by
20

Assam Rifles interacts with
village Chiefs and NGOs
IT News
Imphal, Jan 16:
Troops of Assam Rifles
organised an interaction meet
with Village Chiefs of
Churachanpur, Bishnupur
and Pherzawl District of
Manipur on 15 January.
22 Village Chiefs and 32
civilian attended the interactive meet.Interaction with
Khuga
based
NGO
“SHARE”, Social Welfare

Club
and
PhaobakchaoKomlakhongAnti
Drug Committee located at
Komlakhong was also conducted.
The aim of the events was
to sensitize the Village Chiefs
and NGOs of the region on
prevailing security situation
in environment and also to
enhance the cooperation and
synergy between the Assam
Rifles and villagers amidst the
COVID-19 environment.

Career Guidance

How to Crack NEET-2021

By: Vijay GarG
An applicant gets one
chances to crack the NEET
exam just like last year, in
May 2021.
To crack NEET
1) Understand the Concepts :
The most important aspect for clearing the NEET
2020 is preparation. You need
to understand the concepts
thoroughly. Following the
NCERT syllabus and a careful study of the NCERT textbooks will give you an edge
while preparing for NEET 2021

2)
Section-wise
weightage:
The entrance test gives
more weightage to Biology.
Prepare well the Biology you
had learned in 11th and 12th
standard. This will help you
solve problems faster.
3) Accuracy: It is another
aspect of scoring a good score
in NEET 2021. When you are
answering 180 questions in
180 minutes, the number of
wrong answers will influence
the final score. So try to minimize negative markings by improving accuracy. Not only
this, candidates should judge
their potential and write the
exam accordingly. Attempting
too many questions might result in extensive negative marking which must be avoidable.
4) Practice previous year
Papers
Solve samples and previous year question papers with
a timer in hand. This will help
you manage time and also
give you an idea of how many

questions you can solve in
the given time. Continue to
work on answering more questions correctly in the given
time. Also, apart from practicing sample papers, you
should also attempt mock test
of NEET 2021. The online
computer based mock test is
conducted by Coaching institute to make candidates
familiarise with the pattern,
question type, user interface
and the digital calculator provided. The online portal provides 12000+ questions
to.practice for the examination. Candidates opting for
computer-based test, being
familiar with the interface will
help them to save time in the
real test.
5) Improve the Efficiency:
Candidates should try to adapt
themselves to the examination
conditions and read for almost
3 hours without any breaks.
This improves the efficiency
of the candidate and helps
them to be active for a longer

time. Candidates should also
practice the technique to eliminate wrong answers to reach
the right one. Sometimes it can
be handy when the candidate
is not sure about some question.
6) Exam Day StrategyWhile answering NEET 2021,
make sure you attempt only
questions for which you
know the answer. This will
help you in scoring more by
reducing negative scores.
Answering an entrance test is
never a game of Luck. NEET
2021 has questions of varying difficulty. Try to answer
all the questions with difficulty level varying from easy
to medium. Hard questions
should be reviewed before
submitting the final answers.
7) Be confident - Most importantly, as a candidate, appear for the entrance with confidence and calmness. An uneasy mind will buckle under
pressure. This will affect your
performance in the test.
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Nagaland government felicitates spear
corps Dzukou warriors

IT News
Kohima, Jan 16:
The forest fire in Dzukou
valley raging since 29 Dec
was finally doused by combined team effort of the Indian Army, IAF, NDRF and
the state disaster management team after tiring efforts
of
14 days on 11 Jan 21.

State administration had requisitioned the Army on 07
Jan 21 and one army column
was promptly deployed on
07 Jan21
The Army column comprising of 02 Officers,02 Junior Commissioned Officers
and 48 Other Ranks steadfastly took over the task and
doused the fire at an altitude

of 2452 ft in 48 hrs and also
created several fire lanes to
arrest the spread.
As recognition of their
selfless effort, the S ta te
Govt organised a Felicitation
ceremony at Deputy Commissioner Complex Kohima.
The team was felicitated by
the state auth for their hard
work on 15th Jan 2021 which
happens to be the ARMY
DAY.
Officers and Soldiers of
Spear Corps received the token of appreciation on behalf
of the entire team from
ShriAbhijeetSinha, Home
Commissioner and CEO
NSDMA. The State administration expressed their gratitude for the prompt response
and support from the Army.

India has the potential to become
the most innovative nation
PIB
New Delhi, Jan 16:
On the day 1 of
“Prarambh”, Startup India International Summit on January 15, 2021, Department for
Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT), Ministry
of
Commerce
and
Industry hosted a Roundtable
meeting with Global Funds at
10 PM IST, corresponding to
8:30 AM PST, 16th January,
12.30 AM SGT 16th January,
and 1:30 AM JST. The
roundtable received participation of around 70 Venture Capital (VC) fund investors from
across the United States, Japan, Korea, Singapore, and
some Global Funds domiciled
in India. These funds have a
total AUM to the north of $41
Bn in the Indian Region and
Global AUM of more than $143
Bn.
The meeting was chaired
by Shri Piyush Goyal, Minister of Commerce and Industry, and attended by Dr
Guruprasad Mohapatra, Secretary, DPIIT, Shri Anil

Agrawal, Joint Secretary,
DPIIT and major Indian regulators, policy makers, along
with Global VC Funds. The
intent of this roundtable was
to listen to the concerns of
Global Funds, share a
progress report of the current Indian Startup-VC Ecosystem, and discuss ways
ahead for Investing in India
with an aim to mobilise Global Capital in Indian
Innovations and promoting
ease of doing business for
global venture funds.
The Roundtable discussion covered topics like the
growth potential of Indian
startups, opportunities in
the GIFT City and broad
overview of the VC-Startup
ecosystem. The session also
covered the top regulatory
issues to be addressed with
the Government of India. It
was pointed out in the meeting that India has the third
largest startup ecosystem in
the world and the ecosystem
has seen a dramatic transformation over the past decade.
There has been K-shaped re-

covery in second half of 2020
– with sectors like education,
healthcare, ecommerce, food
delivery having been positively impacted, while sectors like travel and hospitality were severely impacted. It
was mentioned by certain
funds that India has the potential to become the most
innovative nation on the
planet in next 10-15 years.
Some of the participants appreciated
the
Indian
Government’s intent, speed,
direction and action taken in
promoting the Startup culture in the country, and providing a conducive environment. A number of suggestions were also made by them,
which they felt could further
the investors’ sentiment in the
sector. Shri Goyal said that the
Government has already taken
a number of steps to support
the startups and would do so
in the future also. He invited
the VCs to provide support to
the startups from the initial
stage itself, which would
embolden them to scaleup,
and diversify.

Contd. from Page 1

PM Launches pan India rollout .....
The Prime Minister asked
people not to give heed to
rumours and conspiracy theories as Indian vaccine scientists, medical system, Indian
process and institutional
mechanism in this regard is
trusted globally and this trust
is earned with a consistent
track record.
The Prime Minister congratulated the country for a
united and brave fight against
corona. He termed the Indian
response to corona as one of
self-confidence and self-reliance. He noted a determination of not to let the confidence weaken in every Indian.
He dwelled at length on the
contribution of doctors,
nurses, para medical staff,
ambulance drivers, ASHA
workers, sanitation workers,
police and other frontline
workers who endangered their
lives to save other. Some of
them didn’t even return to
their homes as they lost their
lives in the fight against the
virus, noted a solemn Prime
Minister. The frontline warriors brought hope in an en-

vironment of despondency
and fear, today, by vaccinating them first, country is acknowledging their contribution with gratitude, Shri Modi
said.
Recalling the initial days
of the crisis, the Prime Minister noted that India showed
alertness and took right decisions at the right moments.
Two weeks before the first
case, which was detected on
30th January 2020, India had
formed High-Level Committee.
India had started proper surveillance exactly one year ago
from today. On 17th January
2020, India issued its first advisory and India was among
the first nations to start
screening of passengers at
the airports.
The Prime Minister congratulated the countrymen to
pass the challenge of discipline and patience during the
Janata Curfew. He pointed out
that the exercise prepared the
country psychologically for
the lockdown. Morale of the
country was kept high with
the campaigns like taali-thali

and lighting of diya, the Prime
Minister added.
Shri Modi also talked
about evacuation of Indians
stuck abroad. In a time when
many countries of the world
had left their citizens stranded
in China, India evacuated not
only the Indians bit citizens
of other countries. He recalled
sending of entire lab to a country that was finding it difficult
to test evacuating Indians.
The Prime Minister said
India’s response to the crisis
has been acknowledged globally. It was an example of the
integrated and unified response from centre, states, local governments, government
offices, social bodies who performed efficiently in unison,
The Prime Minister concluded.
After the speech Prime
Minister tweeted “India begins
the
world’s
#LargestVaccineDrive. This is
a day of pride, a celebration
of the prowess of our scientists and hardwork of our
medical fraternity, nursing
staff, police personnel and
sanitation workers.
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Maharashtra CM Uddhav Thackeray
inaugurates Covid-19 vaccination centre
IT Correspondent
Mumbai, Jan 16:
Maharashtra Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray inaugurated Covid-19 vaccination
centre at Bandra-Kurla Complex in North West Mumbai in
presence of a large number of
people on Saturday.
The CM said that this day
was historic and was a revolutionary step in the fight against
COVID-19 pandemic. “This
centre was packed with patients
till a few months ago and it is
the same centre which is now
witnessing a historic day” the
CM said.
The CM also said that the
healthcare workers, who are
getting the vaccine on the first
day of vaccine drive, were the
real heroes of the day and it is
because of their efforts, the
Covid-19 centres in the city are
lying vacant today. However a
face mask is the best vaccination and people should continue wearing the face mask, he
added.
On whether the vaccine will
be free for the common people,
Thackeray said that the government will wait for the
Centre’ s directive on the issue.
SII
CEO receives
“Covishield” shot
Adar Poonawalla, the CEO
of Pune based Serum Institute
of India received the
”Covishield” shot and wished
PM success in vaccine drive.
“I wish India and Sri Narendra
Modi ji great success in launching the world’s largest COVID
vaccination roll-out. It brings
me
great
pride
that

#COVISHIELD is part of this
historic effort and to endorse
its safety and efficacy, I join our
health workers in taking the
vaccine myself,” Poonawalla
tweeted.
“I am delighted to her that
“Covishield” , a low-cost, logistically manageable and soon to
be widely available “Covid-19”
vaccine, will offer protection up
to 90 per cent in one type of
dosage regime and 62 per cent
in other dosage regime”
Poonawalla tweeted.
Rangoli greets people
The staff at a hospital in
Aundh in Pune made
beautiful rangoli at the entrance of the health centre
where coronavirus vaccine was
launched on Saturday. The blue
and white rangolis, with floral
patterns and ‘Welcome’ written
in the centre, were drawn by
nurses to welcome those who

will take the vaccine on the
launch day.
PM launches the vaccination drive
Earlier in the day, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
launched India’s vaccination
drive against the novel
coronavirus
via
video
conferencing. Describing it as
“decisive victory” for the country over the coronavirus pandemic, the PM emphasized that
despite the COVID-19 vaccine,
no one should take the virus
lightly and must continue wearing masks and maintaining social distance. “Dawai bhi,
kadai bhi,” The Prime Minister said.
India has granted emergency use authorisation to two
vaccines
—
Oxford’s
“Covishield” being manufactured by the Serum Institute in
India and Bharat Biotech’s

Covaxin. Billed as the world’s
largest vaccination program,
covering the entire length and
breadth of the country, the
drive aims to first inoculate millions of its healthcare and frontline workers and reach an estimated 3 crore people by the end
of its first phase.
The first day of an
immunisation campaign, aimed
at inoculating around 300,600
people. With a population of
nearly 1.4 billion people, India
is the world’s most populous
country after China, but the
government says it will not
have the vaccinate everyone to
achieve herd immunity.
India, which has reported
the highest number of
coronavirus infections after the
United States, and it plans to
vaccinate around 300 million
people with two doses in the first
six to eight months of the year.

Government confirms spread 51st International Film Festival
of Bird flu in 11 states
gets underway in Goa in a short
Agency
New Delhi, Jan 16:
The Ministry of Fisheries,
Animal Husbandry and Dairying has said that 11 states in
the country have been affected by Avian Influenza-AI.
The Ministry has said that
steps to make the general public aware about the disease is
being undertaken and also efforts to remove misinformation
about avian influenza among
the people is underway.
It said, in pursuance of the
Video Conferencing meeting
with the Animal Husbandry
Departments of the States and
Union Territories, Secretary,
Department of Animal Husbandry and Dairying has writ-

ten to the Chief Secretaries,
Administrators of states and
Union Territories that AI is not
new to the country but has
been reported every year since
2006.
The country has been effectively controlling the disease. It was reiterated that the
virus gets destroyed easily at
70 degrees Centigrade and
therefore, properly cooked
poultry and poultry products
are safe for human consumption. The Ministry said, States
have been requested to instruct the authorities concerned not to impose a ban and
allow selling of poultry and
poultry products sourced from
Avian Influenza free areas and
States.

United States maintains terrorist
designation of Pakistan-based
Lashkar-e-Tayyiba
Agency
Washington, Jan 16:
The United States has
reviewed and maintained the
terrorist designations of Pakistan-bas ed La shka r- eTayyiba (LeT) and Lashkari-Jhangvi (LJ), along with
ISIL Sinai Peninsula (ISILSP ) and sever al other
organisations.
In a Media note ahead of
the transition of power, the
US Department of State said
that it has amended the terrorist designations of LJ and
ISIL Sinai Peninsula (ISIL-

Health Minister Dr. Harsh Vardhan reviews
preparations for nationwide COVID-19
vaccination drive to begin tomorrow
Agency
New Delhi, Jan 16:

Chief Minister Uddhav Thackeray inaugurating Covid vaccination centre at BKC.

SP) to include additional
aliases.
LeT, which carried out the
2008 Mumbai terror attack,
was designated as a terroris t organisat ion by t he
United States in December
2001. The State Department
said L eT has repeat ed ly
changed its name and created front organisations in an
effort to avoid sanctions,
The treas ury d ep art ment
earlier this month said that
the US blocked $342,000 in
funds of LeT in 2019 as part
of its crackdown on foreign
terror organisations.

while from now
Agency
Panaji, Jan 16:
The 51st edition of the International Film Festival of India (IFFI) is scheduled to open
at 3PM today. All preparations are complete for IFFI.
The opening ceremony will be
held in the presence of Minister of Information and Broadcasting Shri Prakash Javadekar
and Chief Minister of Goa Dr
Pramod Sawant. IFFI is considered as a platform to project
various dimensions of excellence in film art.

Like every year the city of
Panaji is celebrating 51st edition of IFFI.All preparations are
done for IFFI which is Asia’s
first international film festival.
This year IFFI is being
organised in hybrid manner
because of Covid19 pandemic.
Delegates will have an option
to participate in physical as well
as virtual mode. More than 200
films are lined up. Italian cinematographer Mr Vittorio
Storaro will be honoured with
lifetime achievement award. For
this year Bangladesh will be the
country of focus.

At least 42 killed as strong
quake rocks Indonesia’s
Sulawesi island
Agency
Jakarta, Jan 16:
In Indonesia a powerful earthquake has rocked Sulawesi
island, killing at least 42 people, with more feared dead as rescuers search for survivors. The 6.2-magnitude earthquake struck
yesterday, just hours after an earlier, smaller tremor. Hundreds
of people were injured and thousands displaced by the quake.
Indonesia has a history of devastating earthquakes and tsunamis, with more than 2,000 killed in a 2018

Name Change
I, the undersigned, do hereby declare that I have
relinquished, renounce and abandoned the use of my old
name Padma Devi Chhetry as assume my new name Padma
Devi Sharma. I shall be known as Padma Devi Sharma.
Sd/Padma Devi Sharma
Bengali Colony Mantripukhri,
Imphal East, Manipur
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Health Minister Dr. Harsh
Vardhan today reviewed
preparations for the launch of
the nationwide COVID-19 vaccination drive scheduled to
begin tomorrow. The Union
Minister visited the dedicated
COVID control room which has
been set up at the Nirman
Bhawan premises of the Union
Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare.
Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi will flag off the
First Phase of the pan-India roll
out of COVID-19 vaccination
drive tomorrow at 10:30 A.M.
via video conferencing. This
vaccination programme will
cover the entire length and
breadth of the country, with a
total of 3,006 session sites
across all States and UTs which
will be connected virtually
throughout the exercise.
Around 100 beneficiaries
will be vaccinated tomorrow at
each of the session sites. The
vaccination drive has been
planned in a phased manner,
identifying priority groups.

Health Care workers, both in
government and private sectors including Integrated Child
Development Services-ICDS
workers, will receive the vaccine during this phase.
During his visit to the
COVID Control Room, Dr.
Harsh Vardhan minutely scrutinised each aspect of the
working of CoWIN, an online
digital platform developed by
the which will be used to drive
the COVID-19 vaccination
programme in the country. It
will facilitate real time information of vaccine stocks, storage
temperature and individualized
tracking of beneficiaries for
COVID-19 vaccine.
This digital platform will
assist programme managers
across National, State and
District levels while conducting vaccination sessions. It
will help them track beneficiary coverage, beneficiary
dropouts, sessions planned
versus sessions held and vaccine utilization. The Union
Minister also reviewed the
Beneficiary Registration Page
for all non-prioritized groups
on CoWIN.

The dedicated COVID
Control Room has been involved in the massive exercise
of monitoring district wise
COVID-19 data from across the
country as well as in depth
analysis of the data to interpret and evaluate the status of
the pandemic. The Union Minister also reviewed the working of the Communications
Control Room which has been
closely monitoring the
disinformation campaigns and
rumour mongering in relation
to administering of COVID-19
vaccines. He advised the administrative machinery to go all
out to counter the misinformation campaign being spread by
vested interests.
Dr. Harsh Vardhan said,
India’s exercise to vaccinate
its population against COVID19 shall be the largest immunization drive of the world. The
Union Minister reiterated that
both the indigenously manufactured vaccines, Covishield
and Covaxin, have proven
safety and immunogenicity
records and are the most important tools to contain the
pandemic.

India has the potential to
become the most innovative
nation, feel many Funds
PIB
New Delhi, Jan 16:
On the day 1 of
“Prarambh”, Startup India International Summit on January
15, 2021, Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT), Ministry of
Commerce and Industry
hosted a Roundtable meeting
with Global Funds at 10 PM
IST, corresponding to 8:30 AM
PST, 16th January, 12.30 AM
SGT 16th January, and 1:30
AM JST. The roundtable received participation of around
70 Venture Capital (VC) fund
investors from across the
United States, Japan, Korea,
Singapore, and some Global
Funds domiciled in India.
These funds have a total AUM
to the north of $41 Bn in the
Indian Region and Global AUM
of more than $143 Bn.
The meeting was chaired
by Shri Piyush Goyal, Minister
of Commerce and Industry, and
attended by Dr Guruprasad
Mohapatra, Secretary, DPIIT,

Shri Anil Agrawal, Joint Secretary, DPIIT and major Indian
regulators, policy makers, along
with Global VC Funds. The intent of this roundtable was to
listen to the concerns of Global
Funds, share a progress report
of the current Indian StartupVC Ecosystem, and discuss
ways ahead for Investing in
India with an aim to mobilise
Global Capital in Indian Innovations and promoting ease of
doing business for global venture funds.
The Roundtable discussion covered topics like the
growth potential of Indian
startups, opportunities in the
GIFT City and broad overview
of the VC-Startup ecosystem.
The session also covered the
top regulatory issues to be addressed with the Government
of India. It was pointed out in
the meeting that India has the
third largest startup ecosystem
in the world and the ecosystem
has seen a dramatic transformation over the past decade.
There has been K-shaped re-

covery in second half of 2020 –
with sectors like education,
healthcare, ecommerce, food
delivery having been positively
impacted, while sectors like
travel and hospitality were severely impacted. It was mentioned by certain funds that
India has the potential to become the most innovative nation on the planet in next 10-15
years. Some of the participants
appreciated the Indian
Government’s intent, speed,
direction and action taken in
promoting the Startup culture
in the country, and providing a
conducive environment. A
number of suggestions were
also made by them, which they
felt could further the investors’
sentiment in the sector. Shri
Goyal said that the Government
has already taken a number of
steps to support the startups
and would do so in the future
also. He invited the VCs to provide support to the startups
from the initial stage itself,
which would embolden them to
scaleup, and diversify.

States, UTs need to take prior approval
from ECI for initiating disciplinary
action against poll officials
Agency
New Delhi, Jan 16:
The Election Commission
of India, ECI has said that
State and Union Territory governments will need its prior
approval ,if any disciplinary
action is initiated against the
Chief Electoral Officers and
other officers up to Joint Chief
Electoral Officer during their
tenure and also up to one year
from the expiry of the last election conducted by them.
The ECI has said this in a
letter marked to the Cabinet

Secretary, Chief Secretaries of
States, Secretary of Department of Personnel and Training and Chief Electoral Officers of all the States. The ECI
also said that many instances
have come to its notice
wherein Chief Electoral Officers and some other officials
working directly in the office
of Chief Electoral Officers have
been victimised after the elections are over.
The Commission said,
ironically, in most such instances the concerned officers
had discharged their duties in

an impartial manner in order to
ensure free, fair, robust and
ethical elections. After a comprehensive review of this issue and keeping in view such
specific instances, the Commission has addressed a communication to all concerned.
The ECI has also directed that
the State and Union Territory
governments will not reduce
facilities such as vehicle, security and other facilities and
amenities provided to the office of the Chief Electoral Officer for proper discharge of
duties.

