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I too have my responsibility for
upgradation of RIMS to the status
of AIIMS : Dr. Lorho S. Pfoze

IT News
Imphal, Jan 14:
Everybody including the
public and those working at
Regional Institute of Medical
Sciences (RIMS) Imphal
irrespective
of
their
professions are equally
responsible in making RIMS a
world class institution. This
was stated by the Lok Sabha
MP Dr. Lorho S. Pfoze while
talking to media persons at the
sideline of the inaugural
function of the Renovated

Transfer orders of
two DMC teachers
revoked
IT News
Imphal, Jan 14:
Associate
Prof.
Shantikumar who had been
transferred at Kha Manipur
College Kakching had been
again transferred to DM
College of Art while Asst. Prof.
Dr. Noni who had been
repatriated at Moirang College
has also been re-utilized at DM
College of Arts. Both the
teachers have been transferred
and repatriated on Jan 12 and
again transferred and re-utilized
today afternoon.
Two separate orders has
been issued today in the
connection
by
the
Commissioner of the Higher
and Technical Education
Manipur, Govt. of Manipur. It
was made available to media
at late evening today.

O.P.D & Day Care Ward at the
department of Radiation
Oncology of Regional
Institute of Medical Sciences
(RIMS) Imphal .
A student of the
Institution, who visited after
almost 30 years, Dr. Lorho
expressed happiness in
seeing RIMS changes with
different facilities .
“I am happy to see the
various development being
seen at RIMS but we still have
to go a long way”, Dr. Lorho
said. The Lok Sabha MP from
the
outer
Manipur
Parliamentary Constituency ,
who is also an alumni of the
Institute further said that he
too have his responsibility in
urging the central government
as an MP to develop RIMS to

the status of AIIMS.
“As RIMS today is a
central Institute and as I am
also an MP of the Lok Sabha I
too have my responsibility in
urging the center for
upgradation of RIMS to the
status of AIMS”, Dr. Lorho
said. He however said that if
he is given chance he will
definitely put up the matter to
the notice of the Central
government in the upcoming
Parliament session.
He also appealed the
people to be supportive to the
Institution as people’s support
is needed to develop RIMS. To
the media, the MP said that
creating problem out of a mere
mistake will hamper to the
development of the RIMS.
“It is all right pointing out
the mistake that happen
sometime, however instead of
trying to correct it if the media
created hue and cry it will
definitely hindered to the way
forward”, Lorho said adding
that media should also equally
take the responsibility of
developing RIMS to a world
class institute.
Dr. A Santa, Director of
RIMS who also attended the
inaugural function as president
appreciated the MP for his
assurance of putting up the
matter for upgradation of RIMS
to the status of AIIMS to the
notice of the concern central
ministry.

A major terror attack bid
was foiled on Wednesday
after vigilant Security Forces
successfully
thwarted
attempts by inimical forces to
carry out blasts in Bishnupur
District of Manipur along NH
2 by planting remote controlled
IEDs in the run up to Republic
Day.
An AR statement said that
upon being tipped off by own
sources about possible
movement of a suspected
armed cadre in Khwairakpam

near Tera Urak Industrial
Estate, a cordon and search
operation
was
jointly
launched by Assam Rifles and
Bishnupur
Police
Commandos
in
Ngakchroupokpi for nabbing
the suspected insurgent. After
being confronted by one of
the columns, the fugitive tried
to
escape
but
was
apprehended and on further
interrogation revealed that he
was an over ground worker of
the banned extremist group
UNLF. The individual who
identified
himself
as
Khundongbam Lanjiba Singh
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CM disposes off drugs worth over Rs. 34 crore
IT News
Imphal, Jan 14:
Pre-trial drugs and
psychotropic substances
worth Rs. 34,12,09,910 in the
international market seized by
Narcotics and
Affairs
of Border (NAB) and
Manipur Police were
disposed
off
at
Pungdongbam Chingmang in
Imphal East District today.
Chief Minister N. Biren Singh
set the drugs on fire in the
presence of Ministers,
MLAs, high ranking police
officers, media persons,
villagers and local leaders.
The contraband items,
which were consigned to
flames today, were Heroin
powder (2 kg 271 gm 535 mg),
Ganja (273 kg 87 gm), 5,80,853
WY tablets, 1,22,696 SP
capsules and 530 N-10 tablets.
These were seized by NAB,
Thoubal, Bishnupur, Noney,
Senapati, Imphal West and
Imphal East district police.
Speaking at the occasion,
N. Biren Singh said that the
Government would terminate
the service if anybody from
the
Manipur
Police
Department is found guilty in
drug and psychotropic
substance related cases no
matter he or she is a relative
or a family member. He
informed that around 40
departmental
enquiries
involving police personnel
regarding drug related cases
are going on.
The Chief Minister
asserted that for him, ‘War on

Assam Rifles foils IED Terror bid
by insurgents Bishnupur district
IT News
Imphal, Jan 14:

Maliyapham Palcha kumsing 3418

accepted to be an active
civilian member of the outfit
and also admitted that he had
received specific instructions
to plant the explosive in order
to target the Security Forces.
The recoveries include .32
mm pistol with two magazines,
08 live rounds, one gelatin pack
weighing 415 grams, 02
detonators, electronic safety
fuze and cordless remote
control initiator for detonating
the explosive. The seized items
along with the apprehendee
have been handed over to the
police authorities for further
investigations.

Drugs’ is not an idea which is
conceptualised recently. He
began to feel the need of
commencing an effective
campaign against intoxicants
in mid-90s when he was the
Editor of a vernacular daily,
N. Biren Singh said.
After he became the Chief
Minister of Manipur, N. Biren
Singh said, he announced to
begin ‘War in Drugs’ in 2018
on International Day Against
Drug Abuse and Illicit
Trafficking, which falls on
June 26. The Chief Minister
asserted that it is a committed

mission of the present
Government and nobody can
derail it with unfounded
criticisms and politically
motivated instigations.
Urging
different
organisations to come up
with sincere mind in this
regard, he said that the
Government would definitely
consider all the valid points
and suggestions. He said
that instead of making fun of
the mission, Government’s
efforts
should
be
acknowledged. The Chief
Minister stated that travelling

to most interior areas hiking
difficult terrains to destroy
poppy plants and convincing
villagers to grow alternative
cash crops in place of poppy
is not an easy task. It needs
efforts guided by true
conviction, the Chief Minister
said. In this regard, he lauded
NAB, Manipur Police,
Paramilitary forces and all
those involved in the War on
Drugs. The Chief Minister
said that destruction of
poppy farms would continue
until villagers stop growing it.
Regarding
daylight
robbery of cash and jewellery
at Ningombam Lamkhai near
Bir Tikendrajit International
Airport few days back, the
Chief Minister said that
culprits involved in the
incident had been nabbed, and
investigations are going on.
Deputy Chief Minister Y.
Joykumar Singh, CAF and PD
Minister Th. Satyabrata, State
Planning Board Deputy
Chairman L. Rameshwor,
Manipur Building and Other
Construction
Workers’
Welfare Board Chairman H.
Dingo, Kshetrigao AC MLA
L. Indrajit, Imphal West
Adhakshya RK Taruni,
Imphal East Adhakshya P.
Bimola, DGP LM Khaute and
other high ranking officers of
Manipur police also attended
the function.

JDO President denounce
allegations level by Aming Shyla
IT Correspondent
Jiribam, Jan.14:
The President of Jiri
Development Organisation
(JDO) N. Sadananda Meetei
denounced the allegations of
physical harassment level by
Aming Shyla, Chairman
Khedagar Khasi Village.
Speaking to media persons
at the office premises of JDO,
Jiribam, N. Sadananda said a
team of JDO and other CSOs
volunteers of Jiribam visited the
Nunkhal village which falls under
Jiribam Revenue District and
there are no such incidents of
physical harassment and
threatened Aming Shyla.
He added, after the JDO had
received a complaint from
Nunkhal villagers about the
illegal land encroachment, On

January 7 the JDO and other
CSOs volunteers of Jiribam went
to the residence of Salan Khasia,
Chairman of Kamaranga khashi
village before they proceeded to
Nunkhal village.
The Chairman of Kamaranga
khashi village himself called
Aming Shyla at his residence
and after good deliberation and
discussion regarding the land
dispute,
they
together
proceeded to Nunkhal village,
Sadananda added.
Maintaining Sadananda said
the matter was amicably settled
in presence of Aming Shyla and
other localities of Nunkhal
village. The present people at the
spot are evidence of it.
There was no such force or
unlawful activities happened.
The Tamenglong dwellers who
were unconsciously trying to

settle were also vacated from the
place after they had considered
the matter discussed with JDO
and other CSOs volunteers of
Jiribam.
However, the Khedagar
Khasi Village Chairman Aming
Shyla later raised allegations of
physical harassment &
threatened him which published
in some of newspapers of
Manipur is baseless and false
claims which seems to disturbed
the peace and harmony of two
neighbouring districts.
Sadananda urged Aming
Shyla to stop such vested
interest allegations as well as
appealed to the district
administration of Jiribam and
Tamenglong district to justify the
matter and to bring amicable
solution to district boundary
dispute as earliest.

Free Chess Coaching programme for underprivileged children launched
IT News
Imphal, Jan 14:
The Wide Angle Social
Development Organisation,
Sagolband Moirang Hanuba
Leirak and CRY Child Rights
& You have launched a Free
Chess Coaching programme
today, especially for the
underprivileged children of
Imphal West and Kangpokpi
district of the State.
S. Saratkumar Sharma Former Chairperson, Manipur
Commission of Protection of
Child Rights (MCPCR)
flagged off the program as the
Chief Guest of the function.
Montu
Ahanthem

Secretary -Wide Angle in his
Key
note
address
highlighted that the specially
designed online coaching, is
initiated in collaboration with
the renowned India’s
Grandmaster Dibyendu
Barua for the first time in the
region, aiming to train 25
children in two subsequent
batches. The coach Tamal
Chakrabarty will mentor the
participating children during
the coaching.
Montu
Ahanthem,
Secretary – Wide Angle
stated that the rationales
behind conducting of such
an online Chess Coaching for
children amid the COVID-19

pandemic, are to motivate and
impart positive coping skills
to the children, whose mental
and emotional wellbeing have
been largely distressed by the
COVID related traumatic
environment, that literally
pushed them into a disrupted
lifestyle risking various
devastating drawbacks.
“We believe, engaging
the children into suc h a
mindful game will definitely
enhance
their
mental
cap acity
to
rem ain
“Focussed”, prevent them
from brooding over “ Negative
thoughts” unnecessarily. It will
also helpful to protect them
from inclining into other

unhealthy outlets such as
smartphone
addiction,
substance abuse, becoming
the victims of cybercrime,
child trafficking or falling into
other harmful ways”, Montu
said.
Trina Chakrabarti, The
Regional Director – Eastern
Region of CRY highlighted
that all the children
participating will be inspired
on how to adopt the vital
mental skills of chess; such
as ability to remain focussed,
sustaining a set of strong
organised imaginations ,
skills to foresee multidimensional possibilities and
consequences and to used

such teachings techniques as
the functional life skills so
that they could achieve their
set goals of life and become
successful persons in future.
The launching function
was attended by Keisham
Pradipkumar, Former member
MCPCR,
Yurembam
Indramani, District Child
Protection Officer, DCPU
Imphal West, Thiyam
Rajkishore, Chairperson,
CWC, Imphal West, Laishram
Helenchandra
Singh,
Secretary,
Youth
Development
Club,
Yurembam Awang Leikai,
Imphal West as the Guest of
honours respectively.
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Let’s Embrace Youths Self Esteem

Fuelling the anger: what if
it goes out of hand
The greatest tragedy of the N. Biren Singh led government will be if
the ongoing crisis in connection with the various issues of DM University goes out of hand. The government which has been appreciated by
one and all for its concern to every issue of each community and succeeded to settle every issue amicably now seems to step in the wrong
unconstructive measures on the issue of the DM University by forcibly
taking out two teachers of the constituent Colleges who had been serving the DM University since its establishment.
The transfer of Associate professor B. Shantikumar Sharma who is
teaching English at DM College of Arts and also render similar service
by teaching the same subject to post graduate student at DM University at Kha Manipur Kakching College and the repatriation of Assistant
Professor Dr. A. Noni who is teaching Political Science at the same college and also to post graduate students at DM University at Moirang
College at a time when the teachers on strike of the constituent colleges
of DM University are having dialogue to settle the matter is nothing but
an attempt to sabotage the Chief Minister’s initiative to solve the issue
amicably.
The transfer of the two teachers of the DM College of Arts has
fueled anger to the students as well as to the teachers’ community of the
constituent colleges of DM University. This is not just hear say or speculations , but a fact that the state had witnessed yesterday. Students of
the DM College strongly denounce the transfer of the two teachers and
even staged protest urging authority to revoke the transfer order.
M. Harekrishna , Commissioner of the Higher and Technical Edcation
, Government of Manipur issued the two transfer and repatriation order
on January 12, 2021 separately. That was at a time when the teachers’
community who were on agitation under a committee called ‘Ad-hoc
Committee of constituent Colleges of D.M.U are having dialogue with
the chief minister to sort out the demands.
The demand of the teachers’ community of the said colleges is today
directly related with the fate of the students who had completed post
graduate course at DM University. It is about the future of those students completed post graduate at the DMU.
As the university completes its more than two years of existence, the
onus lies on the authority to come out with a clear explanation on who
constitutes the teaching and non-teaching staffs of DMU. In case of its
failure to answer, a technical crisis over its identity would put the fate of
the post-graduate courses run in the university at risk for the simple fact
that no teachers have been legally assigned to deliver such an academic
activity. Another aspect of the identity crisis of DMU has reportedly
come from its technical inability fulfil the criteria 12 (B) of the NAAC.
The crisis is seemingly large because NAAC in its proposed assessment is to treat the institute (DMU) not as a college but as a University.
For instance, under the provisions of 12 (B), any institute applying for
NAAC accreditation needs to submit a list of its teaching faculties. The
tragedy is that DMU as a university that has no list of such approved
teachers. Since DMU cannot fulfil the 12 (B) requirements, the status of
DMU as a full-fledged University to be recognised by University Grants
Commission is for sure to have procedural complications. The repercussions have been more significantly felt by the poor students of the
university while accessing their rightful scholarships under UGC.
Considering these facts, the students as well as the teachers are not
going to be silent. And if this issue spread far and wide, it will be a black
scar to the N. Biren Singh government, which get praising from not only
the people of the state but from outside the state. Remember , his government was honoured as the best government by the India today group
for his skill in restoring peace and harmony in the society.
People today are expecting a better Manipur under an able leader
which of course we have at present. Let’s stop pouring salt the wound.

Controlling the human greed
Human desires for power have not limit. Tom, Dick or Harry etc. all
struggle to get more from what they are having at present. A person
works days and night to get a couple of meal a day, after getting it he
works more to get some more for his next day and as he manages to save
more for the remaining days, he again earn for better shirts, pants and
then home finally he works even more harder to make it sure that he get
a family. After he has family he works more again to make his family
enjoy all sorts of comfort in today’s material world. He then works harder
again to get power with the perception to earn more. From working for a
two meal a day, human being goes on the journey and started working
for power and materialistic wealth for his comfort. And after having both
wealth and power, human being again think of earning more. For earning
more sometimes the power he possesses sometimes are misused and
finally the word greed appears. From empty pocket to an owner of a
Bungalow , human still works to have more bungalow. To be precise
Human wants and desires have no limitation. And the conflict, crisis
and all form of misunderstandings, hates are the product of these endless human desires.
These perceptions, perhaps is the law of nature. But simply leaving
it without putting any brake to these desires will be a catastrophe. And
for that there is a government who makes rules of law. Which prohibit a
person from going beyond the rules of law while making more money.
Earlier, before democracy and say before monarch such endless desires that create chaos in the society is controlled by the fear of God.
But today as people have no fear of God those running the state should
formulate a mechanism to control the desires of human being.
It may be law of nature, but the law of nature also created a force to
neutralize the peaceful co-existence of the society. And that is the government running the state. It should be controlled for human beings
have any more things to repay to the Mother Nature.
Letters, Feedback and Suggestions to ‘Imphal Times’
can be sent to our e-mail : imphaltimes@gmail.com. For advertisement
kindy contact: - 0385-3590330 (O). For time being readers can reach
the office at Cell Phone No. 9862860745 for any purpose.

By B Sadananda Sharma
Why most youths in our
present society do feels lack of self
esteem or low self worth during adolescence? Apart from educating our
child with books and pencils, do our
parents make any efforts to identify
the inner potential sources of such
influence on self worth? During a
conversation between parents regarding raising a child now a days,
they brings out the difficulties in
expenses in giving education only,
they do never bother to discuss
about a child mental health and their
relationship with them. A clear ideology of our parents is that education first then job in their hands
means they have successfully
launched a kid, just like launching a
product. Ten out of hundred parents rarely ask,”What is the problem son or daughter, you look different, let me know if there is anything I can do”….this is called a
transparent parents; our society is
in dire need of such gesture. Often
parent–child relationships are associated with adolescent self worth
but researchers’ claims whether
such associations may be attributable to familial confounding (e.g.
genetic relatedness).
Many Researchers of the opinion that Self worth or self esteem
has been defined as the level of
regard that one has for the self as a
person (Baumeister, Campbell,
Krueger,
&
Vohs, 2003;
Harter, 1993). High self worth indicates that a person has a positive
view of her/himself, and that they
believe that they are ‘good
enough’. High levels of self worth
are positively related to happiness
(Baumeister et al., 2003), life satisfaction and well being (Proctor,
Linley, & Maltby, 2009). Low self
worth is associated with poor men-

tal health, criminal behaviour, poor
physical health, health compromising behaviours and poor economic
prospects
(Donnellan,
Trzesniewski, Robins, Moffitt, &
Caspi, 2005; McGee & Williams, 2000; Millings, Buck, Montgomery, Spears, & Stallard, 2012;
Sowislo & Orth, 2013; Trzesniewski
et al., 2006). Compelling evidence
that
low
self
worth
prospectively predicts emotional
problems comes from a recent meta
analysis of 80 longitudinal data
sets, collectively spanning childhood to old age, in which it was
reported that low self worth predicted future depression and anxiety (Sowislo & Orth, 2013).
Most of us without a doubt do
understand the mechanics or chemistry behind being in an adolescence stage. It may be state as a
developmental stage of particular
importance to self worth and mental health, in that self worth is low
for some individuals during this period, and many common emotional
and behavioral problems also increase which is quite a common issues during adolescence period.
During adolescence period we
tends to get most of the exposure

of the world both negative and positive qualities. We get influence by
peer pressures, imitation of styles,
languages spoken, eating habits and
even the tendency to indulge in drugs
and unwanted substances. However,
speaking to such qualities our friends
circle and our surrounding atmosphere also plays a major role in this
context. Adolescence gives the idea
of being independent from our parents guidance, started making decision of our own and what realities lies
ahead is out of their vision, which is
why a good relation has to be always
maintain between a parents and child
during this vulnerable stages.
Most of the Researchers working on the large scale Dunedin birth
cohort have shown that low adolescent self worth predicts a range of
negative outcomes 10 years later in
early adulthood, including depression, anxiety, nicotine dependence,
criminal convictions and multiple
physical health outcomes. This pattern of associations highlights the
potential importance that adolescent
self worth plays in development.
Identifying factors that may have a
positive influence on adolescent self
worth may prove to be a crucial step
in identifying how mental health

might best be protected during this
period of susceptibility.
Several studies have shown
that the parent–child relationship
is related to adolescent self worth,
with close, affectionate, positive
relationships associated with
higher levels of self-worth. All
these findings suggest that positive relationships within the family may have the capacity to increase adolescent self worth, and
thus improve mental health outcomes.
Not to forget our society is facing a huge drug menace and fight
to counter drugs in our society is
on, War on Drugs/ War against
Drugs. A big burning topic in our
society, debates on laws, acts, arrests, acquits….etc. But the real
question is that who are consuming or using all this drugs, answer
will be the pillar of our society,
young generation youths of our
society. It is also needed to formulate a strict measure to prevent
drugs in our society, and law
should not spare such creatures
which are spreading like cancer day
by day. Only the NGOs, CSOs and
Government cannot bring a total
free drug zone in a society. Families and parents should also need
to play an active role and duties.
They can educate them properly
about drugs and substance abuse.
Not only educating but to keep
close observation and teaching
them to introspect themselves, children should be taught to realize their
own decisions and action. Dictating a child will only hampers their
intelligence resulting in poor decision making in later stages of their
life. After all every child is unique
and possess talent, we just need to
find out and help them in bringing
out those hidden potentials.

Channelizing Youth Power For Nation Building
By Mohammed Irfan Gufran
INTRODUCTION:
Youth power is a recognized
force in the world today. The youth
are filled with tremendous energy and
towering ambitious. They can be utilized as a constructive and as a destructive force by any nation. The
youth of any country is a great asset. They are indeed the future of
the country and represent it at every
level. The power of youths in
nationbuilding is more important than
you might think. In other words, the
intelligence and work of the youth
will take the country on the pathway
of success. As every citizen is
equally responsible, the youth is too.
They are the building blocks of a
country.
POWER OF YOUTH:
The youth is important be-

cause they will be our future. They
are very energetic and enthusiastic. They have the ability to learn
and adapt to the environment.
Similarly, they are willing to learn
and act on it as well to achieve their
goals. Youth is that period in which
revolutionary thoughts spring to
mind and these thoughts shape the
world we live in. Bill Gates, the
founder of Microsoft Corporation,
is a living and suitable example. He
had a revolutionary thought and
he exercised his thought, and
bring the change in the world today.
Our youth can bring social reform and improvement in society.
The nation cannot develop without the youth. Youth is needed in
every field. We must make all the
youth aware of their power and the
role they have to play in nation

building.
WAYS TO HELP THE YOUTH:
There are many ways in which
we can help the youth of our country to achieve their potential. For
that, the government must introduce
programs that will help in fighting of
issues like unemployment, poor education institutes and more to help
them prosper without any hindrance.
Similarly, citizens must make sure to
encourage our youth to do better in
every field. When we constantly discourage our youth and do not believe in them, they will lose their
spark. We all must make sure that
they should be given the wind beneath their wings to fly high instead
of bringing them down by trying
chains to their wings.
Furthermore, equal opportunities
must be provided for all irrespective
of caste, creed, gender, race, religion

and more. There are various issues of nepotism and favoritism that is eating away the actual talent of the country. This
must be done away with as soon
as possible. We must make sure
that every youth has the chance
to prove themselves worthy and
that must be offered equally to
all.
CONCLUSION:
In short, our youth has the
power to build a nation so we
must give them the opportunity. They are the future and
they have the p er spec tive
which the older generations
lack. Their zeal and enthusiasm must be channelized properly to help a nation prosper
and flourish.
SLOGAN: “Let’s Change
our Nation by the Youth”

5 Years of PradhanMantriFasalBimaYojana
By Shri Narendra Singh Tomar
India is an agrarian Country
and any losses to the livelihood of
farmers due to weather vagaries
during the crop cycle, makes it almost impossible for farmers to protect their crops against unforeseen
natural calamities . In such circumstances, it is necessary to provide
a comprehensive risk mitigation
solution in the form of insurance
to protect the farming community
from the impact of these events.
The
Pradhan
MantriFasalBimaYojana (PMFBY)
was approved on 13 January 2016
in accordance with the One Nation
- One Scheme, giving high priority
to protect farmers from crop losses
and improve the shortcomings in
the existing crop insurance
schemes.
In April 2016, the scheme was

launched under the leadership of
the Honorable Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi, with the objective of
providing speedy payment of claims
to farmers. Thesemodifications made
in the scheme were farmer friendly
with features such as uniform minimum premiums rates, transparency,
widespread use of technologyfor
claims assessment and ease of enrollment with a robust grievance
redressal system.
The
Pradhan
MantriFasalBimaYojana is being
constantly modified by the Govt of
India, keeping farmer interest in
mind and giving flexibility to the
States. Enrollment under the
scheme is now voluntary for all
farmers and in order to establish a
continuous communication with the
farmers,the Insurance Companies
have been allocated longer tenure
of three years.Extensive communi-

cation and awareness level at block
level has been carried out in order
to increase coverage and an
amount of 0.5% of the gross premium has been earmarked by the
insurance companies. The sum insured has been made equal to the
crop production value, thereby ensuring adequate payment of crop
losses to the farmers in line with
the loss impact.Additionally, the
States / UTs have been given the
option to choose add-on risk covers. To encourage increased participation , the Government of India
has increased the subsidy to 90:10
for North Eastern States from the
earlier pattern of 50:50..
Considering the challenge
ofconnecting crores of farmers and
extensive span of 1.7 lacbank
branchesand 44 thousand CSCs
(public service centers) ,the National Crop Insurance Portal has

been developed and is being integrated with land records of the
States . The National Crop Insurance app is enabling easy enrollment for farmers right from their
doorstep.
Since 2017, the implementation
of mandatory Aadhar based verification brought in more transparency in the scheme and farmers received claims directly into to their
bank accounts. This revolutionary
initiative has helped removing fake
beneficiaries and helped in time
bound claims settlements.
The farmers have received more
than five times the claim amount,
against premium of Rs 16,000 crore
till Kharif 2019, the farmers have received claims worth Rs 86,000 crore
, for eg for every Rs. 100 the farmers
paid as premium, they have received
Rs. 537 as claims.
(contd on page 3)
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R Day Parade to feature over 400 school
children, artists in cultural program
IT Correspondent
New Delhi, Jan 14:
School children from four
Delhi schools and folk artists
from East Zonal Cultural Centre, Kolkata, will take part in the
cultural programme during the
72nd Republic Day Parade to be
held at Rajpath on January 26,
2021.
The Ministry of Defence,
the Directorate of Education
and National Capital Territory
(NCT), Delhi have selected 401
students and artists - 271 girls
and 131 boys – from DTEA Senior Secondary School(DTEA),
Delhi, Mount Abu Public
School, Rohini, sector18, Delhi,
Vidya Bharti School, Rohini,
Delhi, Government Girls Senior
Secondary
School, B-2,
Yamuna
Vihar,
Delhi and Eastern Zonal Cultural Centre, Kolkata.
The school children will be
presenting programs related to
different themes. “Aatma
Nirbhar Bharat: Vision for a Self
Reliant India” is the theme
of Mount Abu Public School
and Vidya Bharti School, Delhi
in which 38 boys and 54 girls
will participate. 102 students of
Government Girls Senior Secondary School, Delhi will
present a programme on the
theme “Hum Fit toh India Fit”
inspired by the “Fit India”
movement launched by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
National Sports Day on August

29, 2019.
127 children from DTEA
Senior
Secondary
School, Delhi will show case
folk dances of Tamil Nadu in
their traditional attires. Similarly
80 folk artists of Eastern Zonal
Cultural Centre, Kolkata will
present the folk dance
“Bajasal” from Kalahandi,
Odisha.
During a press preview on
Wednesday, the young participants expressed happiness to
be part of Republic Day Parade.
They said, they were overwhelmed with a sense of pride
as they have got a chance to
showcase their talent before important dignitaries on Rajpath.
The number of participating
children and folk artists have
been cut down to 400 this year,
compared to more than 600 last
year, in view of the Covid-19
restrictions.
In the back drop of COVID-

19, R day celebration is expected to be a low key affair,
with limited number of spectators, fewer marching contingents and shorter parade. Not
more than 25,000 spectators will
be allowed, compared to over
100,000 people who usually
turn up for the parade that
showcases India’s military
might and cultural diversity.
Children below the age of 15 will
not be permitted at the parade.
The replica of Ram Temple in
Ayodhya is expected to be of
special attention at the Red Fort.
The size of the marching
contingents from the armed
forces and the para-military will
also be smaller. These squads
will only have 96 participants
compared to 144 in the ordinary
course, officials said. For the
first time in the history of R-Day,
the parade will not culminate at
the Red Fort. It will start from
Vijay Chowk and end at the

National Stadium. The distance
of the parade has been cut down
to half — from an earlier 8.2
kilometres to 3.3 kilometres now.
The number of cultural
programmes will also be fewer.
In addition to the National
Security Guard (NSG)’s Black
Cat commandos, the Central
Reserve Police Force (CRPF),
the country’s largest paramilitary force, will also present a
tableau. Besides, the parade will
see the marching band squads
of Delhi Police and the Indo Tibetan Border Police (ITBP), as
well as a distinguished camelborne squad of the Border Security Force (BSF). Two contingents of the IAF have been selected for the parade and one
of them will participate in it. A
contingent of the Bangladesh
armed forces, will also take part
in the parade in view of the 50
th anniversary celebrations of
the 1971 war of liberation.

now days every person is using a mobile phone as mobile
phone comes with a variety of
features and different prices. In
short mobile phones are taking
over our lives.
But many people have this
question in mind that is, Can a
cell phone be educational tool?
Yes if used in the right way.
advantages of a mobile
phones in education.
Mobile phones is one of
the technology that has made
its mark and it’s been used for
higher education.
One of its advantage is
that it’s a portable device with
amazing features.
Some of the Importance of
mobile phones in education
are as follow:
Mobile phones in education
Smartphones for students
helps them to prepare for their

future by enhancing their
learning process.
Smartphone now days are
been used in biology, chemistry and engineering, many
other field too because a mobile phone have good and fast
processing capabilities.
Smartphone are not only
useful for students but are also
very useful for teachers.
One can solve their doubt
just by a click.
Smartphones can make
learning easy as one can
search helpful content and can
learn from educational videos.
Smartphones have one
more advantage that is students are confident in learning
the things they are comfortable
with and as phones are very
popular with kid now days it
becomes easier to make a point
clear to a student by using a
phone then going through

pages of a book.
Smartphone application
As phone come’s with various app’s not just games it has
a variety of informative apps
to, which can be useful for
students to.
Benefits
of
using
smartphone
Web Surfing
Instant Communication
GPS
Privacy
Entertainment
Data transfer
Various utilities
One can make smart use of
smartphones Due to the audio
and videos in a smartphone as
learning can become more fun
and lively. And it’s an effective
way to teach difficult concept
hence use of smartphones in
education can benefit an individual if he/she uses a
smartphone effectively.

Contd. from Page 2

5 Years of Pradhan......
The
Pradhan
MantriFasalBimaYojanais
supportingfarmers in making
them self-sufficient by giving
timely compensation to them
in the event of crop loss. During this 5 year journey, 29 crore
farmers’ applications have
been insured withmore than 5.5
crore farmers enrolling in the
scheme on year on year basis.
Over 90,000crore have been
paid to the farmers as claims
under this scheme. As against
the previous crop insurance
scheme, the insurance amount
has increased from Rs 15,100
per hectare to Rs 40,700 per
hectare. The share of nonloaneefarmers
enrolling
havealso increased from 6%

(pre-PMFBY) to 37% in 201920.
Farmers were supported
during the three-month
lockdown period due to the
COVID-19 epidemic by distribution of claims ofoverRs 8741
crore directly in the bank accounts of over 70 lakh farmers.
Losses occurring due to
add on cover provisions either
due to Locust attack in
Rajasthan or mid-season calamities in Karnataka & Tamil
Nadu and post-harvest impact
in Maharashtra were also paid
to the farmers
The PMFBY portal supports 10 regional languages,
and enables the farmers to di-

rectly enroll in the scheme.
Farmers can track their application status, premium amount
and the status of their claim.
The National Crop Insurance App, available on Android phones, enables farmers
to track the status of their application and report crop loss
within 72 hours of occurrence
of any event as listed in the
PMFBY guidelines. The
scheme has also integrated
modern technological methods such as smart sampling
and remote sensing to settle
claims in an efficient manner.
OurGovernment is committed to better implementation of
this scheme in the coming future, with special focus on

In spite of rapid pace of developments and technological
advancements the mankind is
facing a different kind of challenges today. Climate Change or
Global Warming, increasing population pressure, Food and nutrition deficiency,Fresh water deficit,
Energy crisis and many other problems are debated around the
world. Now COVID 19 pandemic
is one of the greatest challenges
of the 21st century and many more
new challenges will come in the
future. We have to deal with it and
find solutions through scientific
and technological intervention
said Professor Dinabandhu
Sahoo,Vice Chancellor of Fakir
Mohan University,Odisha. While
laying the Foundation stone for a
multicrore rupees Centre of
Execellence on “ Bioresources
Management and Energy Conservation Material Management” funded byWorld Bankand
Odisha Higher Education
Programme for Excellence&
Equity (OHEPEE) Professor
Sahoo said,Bioresources Management and energy conservation can not only play a significant role in combating some of
these challenges but also can
generate billions of dollars as revenue to our economy and create
millions of jobs in the country.

Professor Sahoo a former Director of Institute of Bioresources
and Sustainable Development
(IBSD)
at
Manipur,Meghalaya,Mizoram
and Sikkim and the brain behind
India’s Cherry Blossom Festival
said Cherry Blossom popularly
known as Sakura is an unique
bioresorce generates billions of
dollars in revenue in several
countries like japan,korea,USA
etc. He said India is rich in
Biodiversity and rich in Biological resources. If properly managed, it will boost our economy.
We need to conserve our
biodiversity for future generation and go for bioresources
management to fulfill some of the
objectives of United Nations
Sustainable Development Goal
(UNSDG). Prof Sahoo who hails
from Delhi University emphasized
that the centre at Balsore will concentrate on Biodiversity assessment with special emphasis on

seaweeds,mangroves,medicinal
plants,microorganisms,marine
mammals etc. It will also study
the pollution monitoring and
management;assess the ground
and
surface
water
quality.Besides,the team will carry
out research on development of
Hybrid Nano-composite materials for energy conservation.
The 10,000 square feet state
of the art centre will have world
class laboratories with all modern facilities including sophisticated equipments. The building
will be constructed by Odisha
Police Housing Corporation and
will be completed by December
2021.Sahoo said Biodiversity is
important for Everyones
Life.Sahoo who has been championing the cause of Biodiversity
has even produced an appeal
film with Olympian Marykom
entitled “ Biodiversity for Every
one’s Life” which has been well
appreciated around the world.

Contd from Yesterday

Advantages of Smartphone in Education

Smartphones are type of
mobile phones with multipurpose computing with many features like high hardware and
operating system, Software,
Internet and Multimedia functionality with basic phone functions and many more up-gradation. Smartphones comes
with all features and are everywhere in every part of the world

Bioresources Management and Energy
Conservation can generate Billions of
Dollars and create Millions of jobs
IT News
Balasore, Jan 14:

Career Guidance

By Vijay GarG

3

transparency of claims, farmer
awareness, timely redressal of
grievancesandquick disposal
of claims with extensive usage
of Technology.
This schemeworks as a risk
mitigation tool in the loss of
crops in the event of a natural
disaster, so I would urge all
farmers to join this scheme in
large numbers even though the
scheme is voluntary for all
non-loanee farmers .To be associated with this scheme
means to be self-reliant in times
of crisis and our dream is also
to make every farmerfully selfreliant.
The writer is Union Minister
for Agriculture and Farmers
Welfare.

WORLD WAR II, INA......
Another 31st Division had
fought with the British army
and succeeded to cut Dimapur
road the main life line at many
points. After a lot of intermittent fighting on their way, the
Japanese army at the cost of
their lives could thus press
southward upto Kanglatongbi
where a grim battle was raged
with the occupying force of the
Anglo-American army. It was
said that there was a big loss
of lives on both sides, but no
further advance towards
Imphal could be achieved by
the Japanese. For the execution
of the abovementioned plans,
the names of Japanese generals and commanders like
Yamauchi,
Sato
and
Mutaguchi may not be left out.
It was under their bravery, skills
and experience that an action
known as operation U could be
carried out from the north eastern and south eastern regions
bordering Burma and Manipur.
Among the division nos. 15, 31
and 33 which were under the
command
of
General
Mutaguchi, the INA was also
accounted as a good counterpart to them. After a number of
fightings in Burma since 1942
the Japanese 33 division was
already posted in the Kabow
Valley as their base camp. In
their further plans, the seize of
Imphal-Tarau and Tiddim
Roads were their objective so
as to cut off the said roads from
British vehicles thereby facilitating only Japanese supply on
these roads. In this way, the 33
division with the INA were
pressing hard towards Imphal
plain from the southern side. It
was a grim period of the time,
when rains of monsoon season
were heavily pouring all day
and night, and in the unwelcome circumstances, they had

to suffer a lot, not only from
the British bullets but also
from want of food, medical
aids, adequate arms and ammunitions, and above all these,
there were also the sicks and
the wounded ones. Another
force, under general Yamauchi,
was also proceeding down
from Tamu to Moreh and then
to places near Pallel, a place of
only 30 miles from Imphal
proper. It was with these Japanese forces that the British had
to face a grim, severe fightings
at Maibam Lokpaching,
known as the red hills to the
Japanese; and the Britishers.
In this fighting with the marauding Japanese the British
had innumerable sacrifice at
the cost of their lives and thus
the further advance of the
Japanese was successfully
obstructed and repulsed their
move. The man who planned
all these for the Japanese army
was General Mutaguchi
………. Energetic, skilled as he
was, he had a strong ambition
of this Imphal campaign with
his firm belief that Imphal
would soon be fallen into his
hands before the monsoon.
He even went upto the extent
of making a peculiar example
of Imphal as a big lake where a
big fish was hiding; and the
big fish (the British) would
soon be caught and surrounded by his Japanese
force”. (Ibid., p. 150).
However, “The Japanese
were utterly disappointed
when the chaos came on their
way. The wearied armies had
to run helter-skelter in the unknown jungles of Manipur
when no food and arms could
reach them from their far away
camps. Their ammunitions
were running short, besides,
the number of the sick and the

wounded were also increasing.
They had none to care for them
but to think of their own lives.
To add to these, the heavy
showers of the monsoon too
was a grave menace to them.
To imagine the plight of those
helpless soldiers, one will
surely feel the miserable fate
they had been subjected to.
Above all these, news of the
Atom bombing by the Americans on Japanese capital cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki
could no more be endured in
their hearts. It was the greatest of all the blows they had
ever suffered, and now they
had nothing but to give up all
hopes of their existence.”
(ibid.). Since the author had
seen the activities of the British led Allied forces from close
quarters it is quite natural that
Nimaicharan does not have
much experience to tell the tale
of other side of the struggle
and endurance experienced by
the Japanese and INA soldiers. Despite these limitations
the writer is quite successful
in portraying how Manipur experienced the War.
This survey will remain incomplete if we leave out the
contribution of Kshetri Bira
Singh (b. 1948), one of the
most accomplished novelists
of all the contemporarywriters
of Manipur. Apart from novel,
the writer also dabbles in other
genres. His two recently published works are worthy of
mention. Ningthigi Ningthem
(1996) is the most voluminous
and detailed work of historical
fiction relating to 2nd World
War and Manipur. It gives
daredevilish account of a
Meitei youth called Ningthem
who was assigned various duties by the British government.
(to be continued)
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1.65 crore doses of Covax allocated to states/UTs; No
discrimination in allotment of doses: Government
IT Correspondent
New Delhi, Jan 14:
Even as the country gears
up for COVID-19 vaccination
drive on Saturday, 1.65 crore
doses of “Covishield” and
Covaxin vaccines have been
allocated to all states/UTs in
the proportion of health care
workers database, Union
Health Ministry stated on
Thursday.
There is no question of
discrimination against any
state in allocation of vaccination doses. This is the initial
lot of supply of vaccine doses
and would be continuously
replenished in the weeks to
come. Therefore, any apprehension being expressed on
account of deficient supply is
totally baseless and unfounded, the ministry stated.
States have been advised
to organize vaccination sessions taking into account 10%
reserve/wastage doses and
average of 100 vaccinations
per session per day. Therefore,
any undue haste on the parts
of the States to organize unreasonable numbers of vaccination per site per day is not

advised. The States and UTs
have also been advised to increase the number of vaccination session sites that would
be operational every day in a
progressive manner as the
vaccination process stabilizes
and moves forward.
Out of 165 lakh dosages,
the Pune based Serum Institute if India (SII) has supplied
110 lakh dosages, while
Hyderabad based Bharat
Biotech is providing 55 lakh
dosages. Out of these 55 lakh
dosages, the company has
agreed to supply 16.5 lakh
dosages free of cost to the
Government. Thus even
though Bharat Biotech has
priced its dose at Rs 295 per

dose, its eventual cost comes
to Rs 206 per dose. As against
this SII has priced its dose at
Rs 200 per dose.
The
allocation
of
“Covishield”/”Covaxin” dosages includes: Kerala- 4,33,500
dosages of “Covishield”(SII),
Andhra Pradesh-4,97,000 dosages of “Covaxin”(BB),
Telangana-3.64 lakh dosages
of
“Covishield”(SII),
Maharashtra-: 9.63 lakh dosages of “Covishield”(SII),
Gujarat- eight to ten lakh dosages of “Covishield”, Madhya
Pradesh-5.06 lakh dosages,
Rajasthan-2 lakh dosages and
Goa-2.30 lakh 10 doses.
In the meanwhile the Government has asked Pfizer Inc,

WHO team arrives in Wuhan amid
surging COVID cases, first COVID
death in months
Agency
Wuhan, Jan 14:
A World Health Organization team of experts probing the
origins of the pandemic has
landed in Wuhan in central
Hubei Province on Thursday
even as China announced its
first local COVID-19 fatality in
past many months. The team will
be put under 14 days quarantine in Wuhan as per protocols
and will interact with Chinese
scientists during quarantine.
The National Health Commission said Thursday, the
death occurred on Wednesday in N China’s Hebei Province, the most affected region
in the country. In another
daily spike in new COVID
cases in China, the Commission announced 138 newly
confirmed COVID-19 cases on
Wednesday in the Chinese
mainland, of whom 124 were
locally transmitted. Of the locally transmitted cases, 81
were reported in north China’s
Hebei Province and 43 in

Jiri District
Cricket
Association
formed
IT Correspondent
Jiribam, Jan. 14:
To foster the spirit of Cricket
amongst the youth of Jiribam,
the Jiri District Cricket Association was formed at Jiribam on
Wednesday.
The Association was
formed with 13 executive members selected from the various
localities of Jiribam.
The newly appointed office
bearers are Nameirakpam
Budhachandra Singh as President Sagolsem Priyokumar Singh
as General Secretary and
Kharibam Gopeshwor Singh as
Treasurer among the others for
a tenure.

northeast
China’s
Heilongjiang Province. In addition, 78 new asymptomatic
cases were als o reported
which China does not classify
as confirmed cases. Tuesday
also saw a high number of
cases, with 115 new confirmed
cases. Out of total 216 positive cases reported in
Wednesday, 17 were imported.
Meanwhile, Shijiazhuang,
North China’s Hebei Province,
the epicenter of the most recent COVID-19 outbreak, began building 3,000 makeshift
housing units to be used as
quarantine venues for COVID

patients on Wednesday amid
surging infections.
In total, 9 cities in four
provinces
Hebei,
Heilongjiang, Zhejiang and
Jilin have reported new COVID
positive cases (includes both
symptomatic and asymptomatic) on Wednesday.
Chinese authorities and
experts are concerned that the
current outbreak may be of
long-duration with speedytransmission. Rural regions are
most affected in this as officials warned about weak supervision and control measures in some villages.

Nation gears up for world’s
largest COVID-19 vaccination
exercise on Jan 16
Agency
New Delhi, Jan 14:
Nation is gearing up for the
world’s largest COVID-19 vaccination exercise which will
begin on Saturday. The massive immunisation drive will be
rolled out by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.
Preparations have gained
momentum with planes carrying vaccines flying into airports across the country. From
various airports, the vaccines
are being dispatched to small
cities and towns in readiness
for the inoculation exercise
beginning Saturday. From
Assam to Goa and from Jammu
and Kashmir to Kerala, the
vaccines are carefully and
swiftly being transported to
the far corners of the country.
According to sources, 95
per cent of the 1.1 crore doses
of Covishield vaccine purchased by the government
have been delivered and
shipped to nearly 60 consignee
points across India in the past
two days. Of the 55 lakh doses

of indigenously developed
Covaxin of Hyderabad-based
Bharat Biotech, the first tranche
of 2.4 lakh doses have been dispatched to 12 states. Health
Ministry said, vaccines have
been allocated to all states and
UTs in proportion to their
healthcare workers database.
In accordance with the national priority list, the vaccine
will be first given to healthcare
and frontline workers. Each
vaccination session will cater
to a maximum of 100 beneficiaries per day.
Due to COVID-19 vaccination drive, the Health Ministry
has decided, in consultation
with the Office of the President
of India, to reschedule the Polio Vaccination Day, also
known as the National
Immunisation Day or Polio
Ravivar to 31st of this month.
President Ram Nath
Kovind will launch the Polio
National Immunisation Day on
30th of January which is a Saturday by administering Polio
drops to some children at the
Rashtrapati Bhawan.

to conduct a local “bridging”
safety and immunogenicity
study to be considered for the
country’s
immunisation
programme, a senior government said. The SII, manufacturer of the vaccine developed
by AstraZeneca Plc and Oxford University, has done a
similar study on more than
1,500 people over months before seeking and receiving
emergency approval in the
country.
Bharat Biotech to export
“Covaxin” to Brazil
In another development
Bharat Biotech has signed an
agreement with “Precisa
Medicamentos” of Brazil for
supply of ‘Covaxin”. The
Bharat Biotech made this announcement on 12 January
2021. The agreement was
signed after discussion with a
team
from
“Precisa
Medicamentos” which visited
the Bharat Biotech facility in
Genome Valley, Hyderabad and
discussed export possibilities
of “Covaxin”, India’s first indigenous vaccine for COVID19, with Bharat Biotech CMD
Dr. Krishna Ella on the 7th and
8th of January 2021.

Indian Armed
Forces Veterans
Day being
observed today
Agency
New Delhi, Jan 14:
Indian Armed Forces Veterans Day is being observed today. This day is celebrated on
14th of January every year to
honour services rendered by
veterans of the Army. This year
is being celebrated as Swarnim
Vijay Varsh. It marks 50th Anniversary of 1971 Indo-Pak War.
Speaking on the occasion,
Army Chief General Manoj
Naravane said, last year had
been very challenging for the
nation and the Armed Forces.
He said, the Armed Forces
bravely stayed at the northern
borders while also battling the
pandemic efficiently. He exuded
pride that the Army had the support of veterans in carrying this
out.
The Army Chief said, this
entire year will be celebrated as
Swarnim Vijay Varsh to mark
1971 war victory. He added that
several events will be organised
across the country.

US House of
Representatives votes
to impeach President
Donald Trump

Agency
Washington, Jan 14:
Donald Trump has become
the first US president to be impeached twice. The House of
Representatives voted last
night to charge him with inciting last week’s mob attack on
the US Congress.
Trump was impeached by
232 - 197 vote by the US House
on a single charge of incitement
of insurrection that left five
dead and the Capitol ransacked.
It was supported by all Democrats and 10 Republicans, including Liz Cheney. The Senate will not hold a trial before
the 20th of January when Democrat Joe Biden assumes the
presidency, meaning Mr Trump
will escape the risk of being
forced to leave early.
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Nation gears up for world’s
largest COVID-19 vaccination
exercise on Jan 16
Agency
New Delhi, Jan 14:
Nation is gearing up for the
world’s largest COVID-19 vaccination exercise which will
begin on Saturday. The massive immunisation drive will be
rolled out by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.
Preparations have gained
momentum with planes carrying vaccines flying into airports across the country.
From various airports, the
vaccines are being dispatched to small cities and
towns in readiness for the
inoculation exercise beginning Saturday. From Assam
to Goa and from Jammu and
Kashmir to Kerala, the vaccines are carefully and swiftly
being transported to the far
corners of the country.

According to sources, 95
per cent of the 1.1 crore doses
of Covishield vaccine purchased by the government
have been delivered and
shipped to nearly 60 consignee
points across India in the past
two days. Of the 55 lakh doses
of indigenously developed
Covaxin of Hyderabad-based
Bharat Biotech, the first
tranche of 2.4 lakh doses have
been dispatched to 12 states.
Health Ministry said, vaccines
have been allocated to all
states and UTs in proportion
to their healthcare workers database.
In accordance with the national priority list, the vaccine
will be first given to healthcare
and frontline workers. Each
vaccination session will cater
to a maximum of 100 beneficiaries per day.

Due to COVID-19 vaccination drive, the Health Ministry
has decided, in consultation
with the Office of the President
of India, to reschedule the Polio Vaccination Day, also
known as the National
Immunisation Day or Polio
Ravivar to 31st of this month.
President Ram Nath
Kovind will launch the Polio
National Immunisation Day on
30th of January which is a Saturday by administering Polio
drops to some children at the
Rashtrapati Bhawan.
The decision is in keeping
with the stated policy of the
Health Ministry to ensure that
COVID management and vaccination services as well as
non-COVID essential health
services proceed in tandem
without adversely impacting
each other.

Harvest festivals ‘Makar Sankrati,
Pongal & Bihu’ being celebrated with
traditional fervour
Agency
New Delhi, Jan 14:
Festival of harvest Makar
Sankranti is being celebrated
today. The festival is seen as
a celebration of the end of the
winter solstice month and
also marks the end of the winter harvest. The festival is
known with different names
in different parts of the country. It is celebrated as Pongal
in Tamil Nadu, Uttarayan in
Gujarat, Bihu in Assam and
Poush Sangkranti in West
Bengal.
President Ram Nath

Kovind, Vice President M.
Venkaiah Naidu and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi have
extended their greetings and
wishes to the citizens on the
occasion of Makar Sankranti,
Pongal, Bihu, Uttarayan and
Paush Parva. In a tweet message, President Kovind
wished that these festivals may
strengthen the bond of love,
affection and harmony in our
society and increase prosperity and happiness in the country.
Vice President M. Venkaiah
Naidu said that these festivals
are known for their

colourfulness and symbolise
good harvest and bountifulness of nature.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi wished that the
Uttarayan surya may infuse
new energy and enthusiasm in
everyone’s life. Greeting everyone on the occasion of
Pongal, especially people from
the state of Tamil Nadu, Mr.
Modi said that the festival
showcases the best of Tamil
culture. He wished that these
festivals may inspire us to live
in harmony with nature and
further the spirit of compassion.

Republic Day parade this year to see
contingent of Bangladeshi armed
forces marching on Rajpath
Agency
Dhaka, Jan 14:
The Republic Day parade
this year will see a contingent
of Bangladeshi armed forces
marching on Rajpath.
AIR
Correspondent
reports, A 122 member strong
Bangladesh armed forces contingent will be participating in
the Republic Day parade on 26
January in India. The contingent left Dhaka aboard a special Indian Air Force C-17
Globemaster flight on Tuesday.

The Bangladesh Armed
Forces contingent comprises
Soldiers of the Bangladesh
Army, Sailors of the
Bangladesh Navy and Air Warriors of the Bangladesh Air
Force. According to a press release issued by the High Commission of India in Dhaka, this
is only the third time in India’s
history that any foreign military
contingent has been invited to
participate in the National Parade at Rajpath in Delhi. It is
especially significant as the
year 2021 marks 50 years of the
Liberation War of Bangladesh.

A majority of the soldiers in
Bangladesh contingent come
from the most distinguished
units of the Bangladesh Army,
from East Bengal Regiments
and Field Artillery Regiments,
which fought in the 1971 Liberation War of Bangladesh.
At a time when Bangladesh
is celebrating 50 years of its independence and establishment
of diplomatic relations with India, the participation of the contingent from Bangladesh in the
Republic Day parade marks the
historic friendship and solidarity of the two neighbours.

Hallmark of ‘Indian space programme’ spearheaded
by ISRO is its commitment to social welfare
Agency
New Delhi, Jan 14:
Chairman of Indian Space
Research Organisation Dr. K.
Sivan has said that the hallmark
of Indian space programme
spearheaded by ISRO is its
commitment to social welfare.
Another unique feature of our
space programme is its ability
to deliver with a shoe-string
budget. When India became
the first country to successfully reach the Red Planet on
its first attempt, Prime Minister

Narendra Modi had noted that
even the Hollywood thriller
“Gravity” had a larger budget
at 100 million dollars.
Speaking exclusively to
AIR News, the Chairman of
ISRO Dr. K. Sivan said that our
space programme has helped
our farmers and fishermen in a
great way.
Taking a giant leap in the
area of satellite programme,
ISRO has created a place for
itself in the global arena. Apart
from Indian satellites, ISRO
offers launch services to the

international
customers
through PSLV. So far the ISRO
has launched 328 satellites of
33 foreign customers. USA, UK,
Japan, Canada, Germany,
France among many other
countries have used Indian satellite launch pads for launching their satellites. This has
brought it revenue of over 25
million US dollars and 189 million Euros. The ISRO Chairman
also spoke about the long-term
vision of ISRO and its ambition
of making India proud in the
area of space technology.

