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CM receives Covishield vaccine at Bir
Tikendrajit International Airport
54,000 doses of Covishield arrived for vaccination

gathering as before until whole
population of the State are
covered with the vaccination
programme.
Education
Minister
Sorokhaibam Rajen, CAF & PD
Minister
Thokchom
Satyabrata, Advisor to Chief
Minister (Health) Dr. Sapam
Ranjan, Chief Secretary Dr.
Rajesh Kumar, Additional Chief
Secretary P. Vaphei and
Director, Health Services Dr. K.
Rajo
among
others
accompanied the Chief
Minister while receiving the
vaccine at the airport.

IT News
Imphal, Jan 13:
Chief Minister N. Biren
Singh today received the
COVID-19
Vaccine
“Covishield” at Bir Tikendrajit
International Airport. 54,000
doses of Covishield, the corona
virus vaccine produced by
Serum Institute of India, were
brought to Imphal for
vaccination which would start
on 16th of this month.
Addressing the media at
the airport, N. Biren Singh
informed that the first batch of
vaccination to health workers
would start on 16th instant as
scheduled by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. A total of 8,476
health workers will be
vaccinated at 10 places
including Jawaharlal Nehru
Institute of Medical Sciences
(JNIMS), Regional Institute of
Medical Sciences (RIMS),
District Headquarters of
Churachandpur, Senapati,
Ukhrul, Chandel, Bishnupur,
Thoubal and Tamenglong and
Shija Hospital and Research
Institute on the same day, he
added.
The Chief Minister showed
his thankfulness to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
Union Health Minister Dr.
Harsh Vardhan for their tireless

efforts in timely distributing the
vaccine to all over the Country
and for giving priority to the
State
considering
its
geographical location. He
added that the vaccines which
arrived today would be
distributed to all the District
Headquarters for vaccination.
Biren
Singh
also
maintained that vaccination
would be done on priority
basis and systematically as per
the guidelines provided by
Prime Minister. Stating that
there would be no favouritism
and nepotism on vaccination
programme, he informed that
the State has 39,991 health

workers and they will be
vaccinated on the first batch at
246 vaccination centres
including 138 Government
centres and 108 private centres.
Dry run had also been done in
the 246 vaccination centres, he
added.
Hoping that with the arrival
of the vaccine, the State
Government will succeed in its
efforts to save the population
from COVID-19, he appealed to
the public to still strictly comply
with Standard Operating
Procedures, avoid unnecessary
gatherings and take permission
from concerned authorities
before organizing any social

Journalists to get the
vaccine inTripura
Agency
Agartala, Jan 13:
Tripura Chief Minister
Biplab Kumar Deb said that
journalists and media
workers would get the
COVID-19 vaccine as a
priority base with other
frontline warriors.
Earlier, the Agartala Press
Club had sent a letter to the
chief minister stating that
media workers are also
frontline warriors and should
get the COVID-19 vaccine on
a priority basis along with
their family members.

DESAM locks rooms of Secy. and Exam
Controller of BOSEM office

IT News
Imphal, Jan 13:
Over failure to fill the
vacant post of Secy. and
Controller of Examination,
volunteers of Democratic

Students’ Alliance
of
Manipur (DESAM) today
lock the rooms at Board of
Secondary
Education
Manipur (BOSEM) today.
The two post has been
remain vacant after both end

their office term on December
27 and December 28 , 2020.
General Secretary of
DEAM,
Lishangthem
Lamyanba, in a press
communiqué had stated that
due to vacancy of both the
major posts at BOSEM,
students are facing extreme
problems in procuring
documents. The DESAM had
urged the authority to fill the
vacant post time and again an
even sets deadlines through
media for filling of the post.
However as the government
authority remain deaf , the
volunteers of DESAM having
no option locked the rooms of
the Secretary and the
Examination Controller of
BOSEM as a special agitation.
Lamyanba futher said that the

student body will continue
different form of agitation if
the concern government
authority fails to fill the
vacant posts.
The general secretary of
DESAM also said that after a
long halt to the academic
activities of schools and
colleges due to the COVID19 pandemic, the government
is trying to resume classes.
But then at a time when the
students are supposed to get
the
revise
syllabus,
blueprints and to initiate the
process of the board
examination, students are left
in confuse state as the two
key posts – Secretary and
controller of examination
BOSEM remain vacant, said
Lamyanba.
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It’s right time to imbibe the values of
Sardar Patel: Minister Letpao
IT News
Chandel, Jan 13:
YAS and Water Resources
Minister, Letpao Haokip
expressed that it is high time
the present generation learn to
imbibe and follow the ideals
and spirit of Sardar Vallabhai
Patel, who epitomises unity
and oneness. This was stated
by him while showing concern
to the growing trend in our
state Manipur, where every
community and stakeholders
have been demanding their
separate homelands.
Letpao kept the above
words while attending as the
chief guest of the inaugural
function of the 6 th DBASA
(Dingpi Border Area Sporting
Association) Sports Meet at
New Samtal village, Chandel
district.
Letpao, giving his speech,
said that there seems to have
a ‘political imbroglio’ in our
society wherever everyone
wants their share of
sovereignty or autonomy. It’s
high time that we all recall
Sardar Patel, the man who
worked relentlessly to unite
India, and should collectively
work towards a united
Manipur in the truest possible
way, he added.
The YAS Minister also
stated that such sporting
events, especially in remote
areas of the state, will help in
tapping the sporting talents
among the youth, and will also
help in bringing them up to

In a tricky move to
suppress the ongoing agitation
by the teachers of the DM
University
constituent
Colleges, the government has
transferred two teachers who
are the Convenor and
executive member of the Adhoc Committee of Constituent
Colleges of DM Universities.
The Adhoc Committee has
been demanding for absorption
of the faculties who had been
teaching the DM University for
two years before recruitment

of 88 fresh faculty of the DMU
as advertised by the Govt. of
Manipur.
Convenor of the Adhoc
Committee Dr. A. Noni ,
Assistant Professor teaching
Political Science at D.M.
College of Arts has been
repatriated to Moirng College
, while member of the
Committee B. Shantikumar
Sarma , Associate Professor
teaching English at the same
college has been transferred at
Kha Manipur College
Kakching. Two separate order
in connection with the
repartition and transfer of Dr.

A Noni and B Shantikumar has
been
issued
by
the
Commissioner of Higher and
Technical
Education,
Government of Manipur M
Harekrishna yesterday.
It may be mentioned that
the teachers of the five
constituent colleges; D.M.
College of Arts, Science,
Commerce, G.P. College and
LMS Law College, of the
Dhanamajuri University are up
in arms about their unsolicited
position in the university.
According the Internal
Structure Committee instituted
by DMU in November 2020, the

‘existing teachers’ include the
utilised faculties from several
colleges of the state who were
deputed to shoulder the
burden of undergraduate and
post-graduate teaching in the
constituent colleges of
Dhanamajuri University. In
addition to the woes caused
by the SARS-COV 2
pandemic, the University is
continuously in troubled
waters due to enormous
existential crises and apathy
of the political authorities.
The Ad-hoc Committee of the
Constituent Colleges of
Dhanamanjuri University has

bigger platforms and better
opportunities.
He also stressed on the
importance of discipline in order
to excel in sports, and in every
other aspects of life as well.
Letpao also mentioned that the
state government is committed
to bring development to the
interior areas of the state such
as New Samtal, and added that
roads and the power supply
have been improved a lot in the
recent few years.
Citing the immense role
played by the Indian Army in
bringing development to
remote areas of Manipur, the
Minister thanked the Indian
Army for always being a
‘good friend’ to the people of
hilly areas.
Later, Letpao along with
Col. Manish Sharma handed
over various sports items to
the members of DBASA. The
items were sponsored by the

13th AR Sehlon.
The DBASA Sports Meet
will go on till 18th January, and
is an annual sports meet of the
border villages belonging to
Khengjoi Sub-division of
Chandel.
Seithang Haokip, ADC
Member 18-Songjang, was the
president of the function. N
Shokhongam Baite (MCS),
SDO Khengjoi; Seiminthang
Lenthang (MCS), SDO
Chakpikarong; Augustine
Khongjai, Additional SP
Chandel; and Col. Manish
Sharma, SM CO 13th AR Sehlon
were the other main dignitaries
in the dais.
Earlier on Monday
afternoon, Letpao Haokip also
cut the ribbon for the
inauguration of the Pu
Ngulkhup Haokip Memorial
Park, Anglo-Kuki War Hero
1917-1919 at Lonpi (Mombi)
village, Chandel district.

Civil bodies submits memorandum to
appeal at higher Court against the
release of Leikhosei Zou
IT News
Imphal, Jan 13:
Various civil society
bodies including Meira paibis
orgnisations of the state today
submitted memorandum to
MP, Ministers and MLAs of
the state urging them to
appeal to higher court against
the release of Leikhosei Zou,
who was arrested in
connection with multi crore
drug haul case by ND& PS
Special Court, Manipur.
The All Manipur Women

Teachers on Strike of DM college transferred
IT News
Imphal, Jan 13:

Rs.2/-

suspended the recently
resumed online classes while
affirming its stand to boycott
offline classes as well.
The Committee has been
spearheading a series of sit-inprotests since the 6th January
of the current year. The
Committee
reportedly
submitted a memorandum to
the V.C. in-Charge on December
9, 2020 to fully absorb the
existing teachers of the
constituent colleges in the
Dhanamanjuri University
before
the
proposed
recruitment of 88 Assistant
Professors.

Social Reformation and
Development Samaj, Thoubal
Ima, AMKIL, Tammi Chingmi,
THANIL, Khwairamband
Nupi Keithel Semgat Sagatpa
Lup, Nongpok Leingak
Apunba Nupi Lup, Apunba
Nupi
Lup,
(ANUL)
Bishnupur, Nongchup Imphal
Palem Ima Apunba Lup
(NIMPAL), Ireipak Enaat
Chanura
Loinasillon
(ECHAL) and Meira Paibi
organiz ations today met
Outer Manipur Parliamentary
Constituency Lorho S. Pfoze,

Law and Legislative Affairs
Minister
Thokchom
Satyabarta Singh, Sports
Minister Letpao Hokip, MLA
Thokchom Radheshyam and
MLA Karam Shyam and
submitted memorandum
urging them to appeal against
the release of Likhosei Zou.
Zou was released by the
ND& PS Special Court
Manipur as no evidence was
found involving him in the
multi crore drug haul case
from his residence at Lamphel
in 2018.

Assam Rifles seizes contraband
drugs worth 66 lacs
IT News
Imphal, Jan 13:
Troops of
Singhat
battalion of Assam Rifles
under HQ IGAR (South)
recovered contraband drugs
(suspected
brown
sugar)worth 66 lacs approx
near Baulkot village in
Churachandpur district on
January 11, 2021.
A released by AR said that
the contrabands were seized
during routine checking at the
area.
The contraband drugs

were found while checking a
passenger bus bearing
registration number MN
05D9730.
“After a thorough search
of the vehicle, 22 soap cases
concea led in a vegetable
sack consisting of 13-15 gms
of Brown Sugar and In
addition to that illegal goods
worth 63,360/- were seized”,
the AR statement said .
Three individuals and the
recovered items have been
handed over to Singhat Police
Station
for
further
investigation.
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Archaic of War on Nature

Human still fails to learn any
lessons from the Novel Corona
virus attack
The dreaded killer virus “Corona” , which have haunted
the entire human kinds knows no casts, creed, reach, poor or
young or old people. The virus does not care whether it is a
female of male, neither it cares on whether the person belong
to Hindu, Muslims, Sikhs, Sanamahi, or Christian or say any
person following any religion. It attacked all human kind. It is
now over one year that the killer virus keeps all human kind to
extreme difficult times.
Today, human effort had shown hope of defeating the unseen enemy. India is all set to vaccinate its people to ensure
p rotec tion fr om the vir us . And as p er re p or t the va ccine
Covishield , a product approved by the government that was
invented by the Serum Institute of India , Pune, today have
started making its way to all the states and Union Territories
of India. Well and good ,if it works and still good in seeing the
effort. This atleast has created a hope for restoration of human kinds.
If suppose, the new vaccine defeats the dreaded virus with
the invention of the vaccine, can we assume that human being
wins the war with the unseen virus. Well, defeating the virus
but restoring the society with more divisions among people
creating more enemies between different countries across the
globe, can be certainly a synonymous as saying that the virus
may have been thrown out but the aftermath may be a more
chaotic and divided society among the poor and rich people.
Well , leaving aside other countries which is facing similar
crisis due to the COVID-19 invasion, the world witness India
taken up the most extreme measures to make sure that the
pe ople rem ain safe fr om the viru s. Over 90 days of tot al
lockdown to the entire countries and later resuming life by
enforcing Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs), India authority had tried everything. The SOPs directed people to use
face mask while coming out of home as compulsory and people
without face mask have been fined. People are asked to maintain social distancing at any places and to sanitize hands whenever possible, and for that strict measures have been taken up
at many places . But where actually are these SOPs being
checked.
In Delhi’s Chandani Chowk, the largest commercial hubs of
the country’s national capital, it seems like nothing such as
the COVID-19 exists. Almost all shops and business establishment have been opened and the streets are crowded with
p ede str ians , s om e with face mas ks and ma ny w it hout it .
Sanitizers are not seen at almost all shops there where common people gathered. People traveling at these sites of the
National capital are not checked whether they are wearing
masks or not. The scene at the other side of the National Capital where rich people live was different. Extreme measures for
containment of virus were scene taken up. Police are seen
checking those people travelling or walking without masks and
fine them if found not following the SOPs.
The same is with all states or union territories. No SOPs
provided are followed at any of the state during election time.
Those gathered were all common men and the VVIPs were seen
protected during campaign while common men are not checked,
by not even enforcing the social distance as per SOPs. We
have seen when Union Home Minister organised rally at Bengal and Telengana and we have also seen the same during byelection here in the state of Manipur.
The purpose for writing this piece is to question on whether
the so call leaders of today have learn lesson from the COVID19 pandemic. Or whether this invasion is going to benefit the
so all leaders in diving the social stratum. When the virus
does not make differences among the human being why the
human kinds still continue to play the communal cards? Why
only those selected site where rich people stay have been on
priority for containment of the virus when areas where daily
wage earners are let free by not making them aware of the
pandemic?
The reality is that even after the virus had taught so many
lessons, we the human kinds still seems not learn what it has
taught us .

NOTICE
It is hereby to inform to all the concerned and general public
that I, Shri Sanjenbam Momon Singh of New Keithelmanbi
resigned as Secretary, “ The Imphal Noney Road Motor Transport
Co-operative Ltd.” With immediate effect due to personal reasons.
Sd/Sanjenbam Momon Singh
Letters, Feedback and Suggestions to ‘Imphal Times’
can be sent to our e-mail : imphaltimes@gmail.com. For advertisement
kindy contact: - 0385-3590330 (O). For time being readers can reach
the office at Cell Phone No. 9862860745 for any purpose.

By: Sanjenbam Jugeshwor Singh
COVID-19 has had devastating
consequences for the entire World
at large. Spreading around the World
at the speed of light, by 10th December 2020, COVID-19 hasinfected
69,465,210 people and killed almost
1,579,806. Although the virus’s origins are still murky, it’s highly likely
that it jumped from species to species, until it hit ours. However, it is
only the latest in a long line of human diseases that have originated in
animals. Other such devastating diseases- SARS, HIV, Ebola and Avian
flu to name but a few- have caused
much harm to human civilization
throughout history. Trading diseases
with wildlife isn’t new. In the middle
Ages, the bubonic Plague-caused by
bacterium –originated in city rats and
was typically transferred to humans
via a bite by an infected flea. The
1918 influenza pandemic (Spanish
Flu) has been traced back to birds
and killed an estimated 50 million
people about one-third of the
Planet’s population. In 2009, the less
fatal Swine flu was sourced to pigs
raised for food in North America and
HIV/AIDS started as a virus in Old
World monkey in Africa. Recently,
the frequency of disease outbreaks
has been increasing steadily. Between 1980 and 2013, there were
12012 recorded outbreaks, comprising 44 million individual cases and
affecting every country in the world.
While many bacterial fungal and parasitic diseases that humans get from
animals are hard to transmit between
people viruses mutate far faster and
are more easily passed on to others.
In the fall of 2014, the deadly Ebola
virus jumped from an unknown animal to a two year old boy in Guinea. It
quickly spread to those around him
and began terrorizing West African
nations; by 2016 more than 11,000
people had died. Researchers now
believe that fruit bats were the origin
of this zoonotic disease- which refers
to any disease that makes the jump
from animal to humans or vice-versa.
Today 75% of all new or emerging
infectious diseases are zoonotic.
So, how do we prevent future
viruses’ outbreaks? It’s clear, “PROTECT NATURE”: its wildlife and
natural habitats. Sadly, biodiversity
(from Ecosystem to genes to species) is declining faster than at any
other time in human history. Natural

Ecosystem functions similarly to the
human body; when they are robust
with diverse species and healthy with
space for animal populations, they
are more resistant to diseases. Thriving ecosystems also provide a variety of benefits to surrounding human communities, from fertile soil to
food to fresh water. However when
human activities, such as logging and
mining, disrupt and degrade these
ecosystems, animals are forced closer
together. They are then more likely
to become stressed or sick and be in
closer proximity to human settlement.
In diverse ecosystem well separated
from human habitations, viruses ebb
and flow without ever having a
chance to make leaps between species. But as deforestation drives wild
animals out of their natural habitats
and closer to human populations, that
protection begins to break down. In
these conditions, diseases bounce
back and forth between wildlife populations and us. Disrupted ecosystem
tends to lose their biggest predators
first: and what they leave behind are
smaller animals that live fast reproduce in large numbers and have immune systems more capable of carrying diseases without succumbing
to it when they are only a few species left, they get really good at carrying diseases . And when these
populations prosper near people,
there may be nothing between a
deadly pathogen and all of humanity.
Researchers have been warning for decades that animals-borne
illnesses are going to become
morefrequent due to the rapid destruction of nature. In fact almost half
of the new diseases that jumped from
animals to human after 1940 can be
traced to agriculture, changes in land
use or wildlife hunting. Ebola, Lyme,
MERS, SARS, West Nile and others
are all fix the profile. There may be
10,000 mammalian viruses potentially
dangerous to people. Not only is
animal biodiversity desirable but
plants diversity as well. For instance,
the rare Madagascar rose Periwinkle,
Catharanthusroseus, contains compounds useful as medicine for childhood leukemia. An estimated 50,000
to 70,000 plants species are harvested for traditional or modern medicine while around 50% of modern
drugs have been developed from
natural products that are threatened
by biodiversity loss, wildlife too;

need to be protected if we want to safeguard ourselves. Removing a species
through culling can also have health
consequences for us. When you eliminate some but not all of the animals,
you increase the level of a virus within
a population because those individual
are still circulating it. This is known as
dilution effect, which hypothesize that
a higher rate of species richness created a buffer against zoonotic pathogens. Culling isn’t the only dangerous practice we humans have perpetrated on wildlife. Wild market and the
illegal wildlife trade pose some of the
clearest threat to animals and human
health. Taking disparate animals out
of their various native environments
and penning them together puts them
in contact with other species-and other
diseases- that they likely would have
never encountered naturally in the wild.
Wild animals markets that sell a variety of exotic species in one place are
the perfect breeding ground for rare
zoonotic diseases. This exchange of
wildlife and wildlife parts is also devastating to nature because it decimates
species populations such as elephants
and rhinos, which are critical to the
health of their respective ecosystem.
Wildlife biodiversity can restrain
pathogens before they ever leave the
wild. But under current conditions
more than one million species are at
risk of extinction due to human activities.
What’s more, human- caused climate change plays a part in exacerbating pandemics. Along with natural
habitat and wildlife loss, shifting climate zones increases our vulnerability to a range of health threats. As the
world warms, wild life is forced to migrate to new places, where they interact with other species they haven’t
previously encountered, increase the
risk of new diseases emerging. We
know that in the late 1990s, in Malaysia, the outbreak of Nipah Virus was a
result of forest fires and draught which
had caused fruit bats, the natural carriers of the virus, to move from forest
to pig farms. Infected pigs then infected farmers, who infected others,
spreading the diseases. Climate
change has caused humans displacement which alters and accelerates the
transmission patterns of infectious diseases such as dengue fever, malaria
and Zica virus. Movement of large
groups of people to new locations,
often under poor conditions, increases
their vulnerability to such biological

threats. Climate change is also responsible for massive fires across
the planet. Earlier this year, more than
half of the Australian population was
exposed to health harm for weeks
when life threatening bush –fires
created a blanket of smoke pollution.
More than 400 people died as a result. Air pollution particles act as
transport for pathogens, contributing to the spread of infectious diseases and viruses across large distances. It’s not like we didn’t know
that a diseases like COVID-19 was
coming. In 2018 disease ecologist
Dr. Peter Daszak, a contributor to
the World Health Organization Register of Priority Diseases coined the
term Disease X. This described a then
–unknown pathogens predicted to
originate in animals and cause a serious international epidemic. COVID19 is that DiseaseX.we have been
lucky. The past 20 years of disease
outbreak could be viewed as a series of near-miss catastrophes. But
we’ve also been unfortunate because that may have led to complacency rather than the increased vigilance that’s necessary to control
outbreaks perhaps the seriousness
of our current situation will make us
finally understand that the
biodiversity crisis ,the climate
change crisis and the COVID-19 crisis are deeply connected. The state
of environment affects the transmission of infectious diseases and that
means we must adopt a holistic view
of public health that includes the
health of the natural environment.
We need to re-imagine our relationship with nature. For a long time nature was resilient and robust, so we
assumed we could do anything we
wanted to it and it would bounce
back. Due to population growth and
overexploitation, however, we’ve
reached a point where what we do
to nature now permanently impact
it. There is a consistent pattern;
when biodiversity decreases and
wild spaces vanish, pathogens rage
putting humans, other animals –
both wild and domestic- and plants.
The collision course with nature that
we’re on has to stop for as pioneering 20 th century conservationist
RACHEL CARSON argued, a war
against nature is inevitably a war
on ourselves.
The writer is Sr. Faculty,
JCRE Global College, Babupara,
Imphal. Writer can be reached
to:sjugeshwor7@gmail.com

Private Healthcare Needs Encouragement Not Retrograde Regulations
By Dr. Vinay Aggarwal
Under Article 21, Constitution of
India assures quality healthcare to everyone in the country. Since independence our population has grown multi
fold while healthcare delivery by our
government could not keep pace with
the requirements of the masses. As a
result of this private sector participation increased and continues to share
the majority of the burden.
The government collects taxes &
is responsible for providing citizens
with basic healthcare needs. Sadly our
successive governments have neglected the health sector. The budgetary allocation for health is very meager and out of the total expenses on
healthcare, the government spends
only a third and rest is mostly done by
the private sector.
While the basic health indicators
like life expectancy, MMR,IMR and
percentage of institutional deliveries
have improved significantly over the
years with involvement of both Public
& Private Sector ; the private sector
has been more focused in providing
quality secondary & tertiary
healthcare, government has done its
job at primary level.
Private players have also improved
our international image through medical tourism by providing quality
healthcare at affordable charges as
compared to western counterparts

where cost of treatments are very high.
India with its unique advantage of having
Qualified
Medical
Professionals,Trained Paramedics &
Nursing manpower has the potential
to become a global hub for Medical
Tourism. This has helped in generating significant revenues for our Nation
besides ensuring huge employment
opportunities in the country.
The recent observations of the Supreme Court of India asking the government to cap the charges of the Private
sector will have disastrous consequences, because it may curtail private
investments and lead to lower contribution in Healthcare GDP where government contribution is still 1 percent
while majority contribution comes from
Private Sector. Affordable healthcare or
subsidised Healthcare should be provided by the government but instead it
continues to shy away from its responsibilities resulting in heavy dependence
on the private sector. Management of
the corona epidemic tells the story where
the government had to depend heavily
on the private sector.
Instead of focusing on improving
the facilities in government hospitals;
asking private hospitals to provide
cheaper healthcare would finally lead to
deterioration of standards even in private hospitals. This may lead to degradation of quality standards,reduced expenses on services, lesser focus on Academics & Research, latest technologi-

cal advancements may also be curtailed
for managing lower Cost Healthcare if the
sector is asked to cap prices and finally
may prove to be detrimental in long run.
Instead Government should focus on
providing universal health assurances for
maximum population coverage. Some
steps like Ayushmann Bharat scheme are
steps in right direction( with practical reimbursements)& need to be expanded.
India is a diverse country and every
citizen has the Right to Choose Quality
Healthcare. If private hospitals are forced
to reduce their charges without any
methodology ( costing in an academic
manner)they won’t be able to provide
worldclass facilities and treatments as
investments will be curtailed.This will be
detrimental for the overall growth of
Healthcare Sector in the country besides
denying the citizens the right to seek
Quality Healthcare. We don’t want to
create a situation in our country again
when people had to travel abroad for
seeking high end medical treatments.
Every Citizen irrespective of his economic status must not be denied access
to Quality Healthcare.The government
needs to
Increase contribution towards overall Healthcare GDP & focus on improving
the infrastructure of Government institutes that over the years have been neglected and mismanaged. This has led to
reduced confidence of general public in
availing government facilities who cannot afford private facilities. This was

clearly evident in current pandemic
where majority of public including all
the politicians themselves were admitted in Private Hospitals while to deflect
the public ire most politicians still continue to blame the private sector. These
double standards are detrimental for the
society and overall Healthcare of our
country.
Its important for the government
to ensure comprehensive development of Healthcare sector where there
is equal role for both Public & Private
Hospitals to coexist.Let those who can
afford and have insurance visit private hospitals for their needs and additional services while citizens from
poor economic status seek reasonable
healthcare at Government Hospitals.
With the launch of universal Health
insurance schemes citizens can even
seek treatments at empaneled private
hospitals.
While respecting the sentiments
of Honorable SC the government
should ensure that every citizen is able
to seek best possible healthcare by
promoting Universal coverage of
Health insurance to reduce dependence on out of pocket expenditures.
We can turn it into a win win situation
for all stakeholders and face future
health challenges collectively. That is
the need of this hour.
The writer is Recipient of Dr B
C Roy National Award, Former
National President IMA
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NHRC notice to Maharashtra Govern- Half of “Covishield” doses for phase I reach
ment over Bhandara Hospital fire
across the country; PM CARES fund to bear
Ten newborn babies died due to suffocation; Maharashtra
the cost of initial vaccination
Governor visits the hospital on Wednesday
By IT Correspondent
Mumbai, Jan 13:
The National Human Rights
Commission (NHRC) has sent a
notice to the Maharashtra government and the state police
chief over the death of ten newborn babies in a fire at Bhandara
district general hospital, located
in Vidarbha region, seeking a detailed report on the incident
within four weeks.
The Commission, while issuing the notice, observed that
it is a “serious issue of violation
of human rights for which the
accountability of negligent officers and officials is required to
be fixed, with retrospective effect”.
The fire had broken out in
the Special Newborn Care Unit
of the state-run hospital in the
early hours on Saturday. Seven
babies were rescued. While 10
babies died. The age of deceased infants ranged between
less than a month and a couple
of months.
The NHRC has taken suo
motu cognisance of media reports that ten infants were killed
in a fire that swept through the
Sick Newborn Care Unit (SNCU)
at Bhandara District General
Hospital in Maharashtra on 09
January 2021. “The fire reportedly broke out at around 1.30
AM and the hospital administration could rescue only seven

A woman holds her baby at Bhandara Hospital.
out of the seventeen children
kept in the ward,” the NHRC said
in a statement.
The Commission has issued
notices to the state chief secretary and Director General of Police, seeking a detailed report
within four weeks. The report
must contain the fire audit reports of various hospitals in the
state as well as measures that
have been taken or contemplated
to be taken by the state against
the erring or negligent officers
and officials so that they cannot
go on with impunity, the statement said. The Commission has
also observed that the babies
were in the custody of a staterun hospital where they lost their
lives, and “hence, the state cannot escape its responsibility.
The state police chief is also
expected to inform the Commission about the outcome of the

investigation being conducted
by the police authorities, the
rights panel said in the statement.
A relief of Rs 5 lakh has been
announced by the state government from the Chief Minister’’s
Fund to each bereaved family
and a state-wide fire audit has
also been announced. A case of
accident has been reportedly
registered and further investigation is being conducted.
The monetary relief alone is
not sufficient to compensate.
Further, it is imperative to ensure
that the support systems in various hospitals in the state must
provide adequate care and attention to the patients for protection of their human rights, the
rights panel said.
The Special Newborn Care
Unit of the four-storeyed district
hospital in Bhandara district
town, about 900 km from the

state capital Mumbai, is a 36-bed
ward.
Prima facie, the fire perhaps
originated from the air-conditioner and the babies died due
to suffocation caused by smoke.
A committee headed by the
health director will probe the incident and submit its report
within three days, the NHRC
statement said.
The six-member probe committee that was investigating the
Bhandara Hospital Fire tragedy
has pointed out that the hospital was functioning without any
fire compliance since its inception in 1981. Thereafter, the PWD
department had handed over the
building to the Health Department without the Occupation
Certificate, which is an essential
document required for beginning the use of any constructed
premise, the probe committee
investigation revealed. Again in
2015, the hospital did not obtain
the fire NOC from the Bhandara
Nagar Parishad, for constructing the Sick Newborn Care Unit
(SNCU), a medical store, and a
nutrition rehabilitation centre,
the probe committee observed.
In
the
meanwhile
Maharashtra Governor Bhagat
Singh Koshyari visited the
Bhandara Hospital and took the
stock of the situation, on Wednesday. He was accompanied by
Maharashtra Assembly Speaker
Nana Patole and other legislators.
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Institutions Need to Take to Improve Student Success

By Vijay GarG
The steps that institutions
need to enhance student success are not a secret. The broad
access campuses that have
moved the needle on retention
and graduation rates have advanced along similar paths.
Here are the eight pillars of student success.
1. Enhanced onboarding
The advice you received
as a child is correct: First impressions are lasting impressions. How first-time and transfer students are introduced to
a campus has a lasting impact
on their subsequent success.
Successful institutions introduce students to a dedicated
advisor. They inform students
about campus services and
opportunities. They emphasize the institution’s commitment to providing students
with the support and services
they need to succeed. And
they offer pre-enrollment
bridge programs and boot
camps to ensure that students
succeed in their first-year
classes.
2. A robust first-year experience
If students are to succeed,
they need to get off to a posi-

tive start. Meta Majors – an
integrated first-year experience
built around clusters of classes
with a common focus – offer
new students a supportive
community, close relationships
with instructors and classmates, dedicated advisors, and
a host of engaging high impact
experiences. The strongest
Meta Majors provide training
in time management and study
skills and help students explore
possible majors and careers.
3. Data-informed proactive advising
A campus’ use of data
need not be overly complex.
Early alerts notify advisors
when students are in trouble,
prompted, for example, by low
scores on early assignments,
or enrollment in an unusually
small number of courses. The
students can be nudged to
take advantage of learning
centers, tutoring, study
groups, and supplemental instruction.
4. Early exposure to career planning
Most students come to
college to enter a fulfilling career. Institutions need to provide students, early in their
college experience, with relevant labor market data, including job sectors that are
growing, starting salaries,
high demand skills, and educational requirements for particular jobs. Schools also need
to inform students about the
career opportunities associated with each major and introduce them to alumni who
graduated with particular majors. In addition, schools
might offer skills workshops
to help students develop high
demand skills and provide preprofessional advising and ac-

tivities to better prepare them
for advanced education or the
job market.
5. Expanded access to experiential learning activities
There is no doubt that the
best way to build students’
credentials or to help them
make an informed choice
about a future career is to Increase their opportunities to
take part in experiential learning opportunities. Internships, mentored research,
practicums and field-based
learning experiences, service
learning, and study abroad all
help students clarify their
educational and career goals
and build their skills.
6. Enhanced student support services
Most students drop out
not for academic reasons, but
because of life challenges. To
help students meet these challenges, successful campuses
offer emergency financial aid
and assistance with housing,
transportation, food, and
childcare.
7. Fostering a successoriented mindset and sense of
belonging
Students who drop out often feel unwelcome on campus and incapable of meeting
a campus’ academic expectations. In contrast, successful
students have a sense of connection to faculty, classmates,
and advisors, and a positive
mindset about their ability to
achieve their goals. There are
simple steps that successful
institutions take. They encourage students to take part
in campus activities and to
join student interest groups.
These schools foster stronger
student-faculty ties, often by
instituting “take your profes-

sor to lunch” programs or integrating co-curricular activities (like visits to a museum or
a performance) into courses.
8. Removing institutional
obstacles to success
Excessively complicated
and seemingly irrelevant degree requirements, roadblock
courses, and unavailable or
inconvenient classes can
serve as serious hurdles to
student success. Majors with
steep barriers to entry can demoralize students. So, too, can
a refusal to accept credits from
feeder institutions. Sometimes,
these obstacles make sense on
pedagogical grounds. But when
they don’t, change needs to
take place. The most successful institutions have expanded
course availability, often
through online courses. They
have simplified degree requirements and taken steps to address curricular roadblocks.
They have created a campus
culture geared toward success,
both academic and career success.
To be sure, we must not
minimize other factors that can
promote or hinder student success. The classroom experience is, of course, especially
important. Students who succeed feel that their classes are
relevant and engaging and that
their professors genuinely care
about their learning and their
success. Active learning is
valuable not only because it
can contribute significantly to
improved skills development
and better command of the
material, but because it engages students in their own
learning.
The writer is Vijay GarG
Ex.PES-1, Former Principal,
Malout punjab

By IT Correspondent
Pune, Jan 13:

While much-anticipated nationwide inoculation drive
against the COVID-19 outbreak
is slated to kick off on Saturday,
January 16, with priority to the
healthcare and the frontline workers, about half a crore doses of
Pune-based Serum Institute of
India’s (SII’s) “Covishield” vaccine were shipped out of Pune to
cities across India on Tuesday.
By 4 pm, on Tuesday, 54.72
lakh doses of the vaccine reached
stores around the country, the
Union Health Ministry said at a
briefing. The first consignment
of 2.64 lakh doses of the vaccine
took off for Delhi on a SpiceJet
flight soon after 8 AM and
landed in the national capital by
10 am. A GoAir flight to Chennai
and an Air India flight to
Ahmedabad followed. The last
flight to leave with the cargo was
the Pune-Lucknow Indigo (IGO
882), which departed from Pune
at 2.10 pm and reached Lucknow
airport at 4.47 pm.
The Centre has signed a
contract with SII for the supply
of 11 million doses of
“Covishield”, the Indian variant
of the Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine against the novel
coronavirus.
SII CEO Adar Poonawalla
twitted that it was an emotional
moment for the team of SII. As
the first shipments of
“Covishield” finally left for multiple locations across India. Dr

Cyrus Poonawalla, chairman of
the Poonawalla Group, which
includes SII, said that a bigger
order was expected next week.
SII authorities said that the special price of Rs 200 per dose was
given to the Union government
for the first lot of 10 crore doses.
A total of nine flights carrying 477 boxes of Covishield
vaccine, each weighing 32 kg,
left Pune airport for nine different destinations. The destinations the vaccines were sent on
Tuesday included Delhi,
Chennai,
Ahmedabad,
Hyderabad,
Chandigarh,
Kolkata, Bengaluru, Lucknow
and Patna.
Taking to Twitter, Civil Aviation Minister Hardeep Singh Puri
informed that four airlines—
SpiceJet, IndiGo, Air India, GoAir
will operate nine flights to transport 56.5 lakh doses of COVID19 vaccine from Pune to 13 cities
across the country. ”Today
@airindiain
@flyspicejet
@goairlinesindia & @IndiGo6E
will operate 9 flights from Pune
with 56.5 lakh doses to Delhi,
Chennai, Kolkata, Guwahati,
Shillong,
Ahmedabad,
Hyderabad,
Vijayawada,
Bhubaneswar, Patna, Bengaluru,
Lucknow & Chandigarh,” Puri
said on Twitter.
“The vaccine consignments
were transported in the belly of
scheduled passenger flights.
Since these were the initial shipments, the quantity was less,
and could, therefore, be accommodated in passenger flights.

Going ahead, there could be a
requirement for freighter aircraft,” an executive with one of
the airlines said.
In the meanwhile the centre
is expected to spend nearly Rs
1300 crore for six crore dosages
in the initial stage with the Government incurring the expenses
of Rs 200 per dose. Around three
crore healthcare workers and
frontline workers will be vaccinated in the first phase of vaccination. In the second phase,
those above 50 years and those
under 50 years with co-morbid
conditions will be vaccinated.
The Prime Minister’s Citizens Assistance and Relief in
Emergency Situation (PMCARES) was set up on 27 March
2020 with the primary objective
to deal with the emergency situation caused by the COVID-19
outbreak and provide relief to
those affected.
The Drugs Controller General of India (DCGI), the
country’s drugs regulator has
given its nod to two
coronavirus vaccines - Oxford’s
Covishield, manufactured by the
Serum Institute in India, and indigenously developed Covaxin
of Bharat Biotech, for restricted
emergency use.
The Opposition has
criticised the saying the PM
CARES fund is being utilised for
other purposes. However, the
Centre has rubbished the allegations and maintained that donations are being used only in
the fight against COVID-19.

Contd from Yesterday

WORLD WAR II, INA......
The maltreatment of persons possessing copies of the
pamphlet by British sepoys is
well recoded in Yaima’s account. As war fever gets stronger they could not work in
open and functioning of the
Nambol branch abruptly
ended, the author remained and
worked underground as was
constantly searched by the
British Military police for his
involvement in the activities of
INA. On the other hand,
Gyaneswar and his spouse left
for Burma to join INA. If intensive probes are made, we might
come across many more such
stories of unknown faces and
unheard voices of their involvement and association
with the INA.
Of all the World War II literatures on Manipur produced
so far by Manipuri writers, the
most interesting and detailed
one is the memoir of Khuraijam
Nimaicharan Singh (b. 1937),
writer, lyricist and translator.
Manipurda
Prithibigi
Anisuba Lanjao amasung
Eina Angang Oiringei in
Manipuri distributed in 28
short chapters running into 140
pages was published in 1997.
The enlarged English translation of this book titled The 2nd
World War in Manipur and My
Childhood consisting 30 chapters was published in 2017 with
the addition of some photographs and well-illustrated
maps. As the title itself suggests, the book in both version
are a short autobiographical
account cum memoir of the
childhood days of Khuraijam
Nimaicharan Singh along with
his vivid experience of the 2nd

world war period, as well as
some of the important battles
fought in Manipur, retold in
brief. The author rightly
visualise of what happened at
Imphal just after experiencing
bombing for the first time in
1942. In the words of the author
“After the first bombing
the then Imphal town was no
better than a place without a
ruler or government. ……...
Those were the days when one
could not procure things even
though he had money to buy
his needs because all market
places were deserted without
any seller and buyer. So the
situation compelled the poor
to go to the affluent people for
their help either in terms of
food crops or anything they
needed for their bare subsistence. In those critical days, it
was a common understanding
to render help to one another
with whatever they could afford to give in order that the
situation may be eased to
some extent. Other necessary
things or materials were also
exchanged among them in the
form of barter economy”. (2017,
pp. 17-18).
“In such a time, there were
also mean fellows, mostly
neighbours who used to stealing things from those houses,
which were left unguarded by
those householders. This type
of theft and stealing habit of
some people was also rampant
in the deserted localities in
Imphal during the period.”
(Ibid., p. 18).
In subsequent chapters
the author went further to describe how a beautiful place

called Manipur - “The Little
Paradise on Earth” was turned
into one of the most decisive
battlefields of 2nd World War
and how it changed his life
alongwith that of Manipur. But
as the title of this paper suggests we do not have much liberty to stray here and there. So
let me confine to the chapters
concerned with INA. Two
chapters of the book viz The
Japanese & the INA in the final march into Manipur, War
plan of the Japanese & the INA
outlined the Japanese INA
plan to enter into Manipur and
mode of operation to be carried out against the Allied
forces.
In the words of the author,
“…, after a number of meetings and discussions between
the Azad Hind Fauz and the
Japanese government, it was
unanimously resolved to cooperate with each other in the
Imphal campaign, a big invasion through jungles and
mountains until the British
forces were driven out from
Imphal, the last British stronghold. With this objective, they
were then approaching towards Imphal from the north
eastern and southern borders
of Manipur. According to the
plans of their attack, it was that
the 15th Japanese Divisions
was assigned to attack upto
northwestern side of Manipur
in order that the ImphalDimapur Road be cut and
blocked at Kohima. These
forces were penetrating endlessly from the Ukhrul side on
the north with their arms and
ammunitions.
(to be continued)
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Union Education Minister reviews
implementation of NEP-2020
Agency
New Delhi, Jan 13:
Union Education Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal
Nishank reviewed implementation of New Education
Policy-2020 with the senior
officials of the ministry. During the meeting, Mr.
Pokhriyal recommended the

constitution of a Task Force
for coordinating implementation of the New Education
Policy between Higher Education and School Education
Departments of the Ministry
of Education.
The Task Force will facilitate smooth transition of students from school education
to higher education. The

Minister suggested formation of a Review Committee
and an Implementation Committee headed by Secretary,
Higher Education in order to
ensure speedy implementation of the policy.
Mr. Pokhriyal emphasised
the need for shifting the focus from package culture to
patent culture. He added that

Agency
New Delhi, Jan 13:
As part of the 72nd Republic Day Celebrations, Ministry
of Defence and various other
Central Ministries have
planned a number of activities
to create festive and patriotic
mood across the nation. Min-

istry of Defence in a statement
said that an online quiz Contest on the subject of 1971 Bangladesh Liberation War is
being conducted by it in association with MyGov from 11th
to 22nd of January,2021. It also
said that Live Band Concerts
across the Country are being
conducted by Indian Army,

Indian Navy, Indian Air Force
and Police from 10th to 22nd
of this month.
The Ministry will also
launch the revamped Gallantry
Awards Interactive Website
on 25th January. The activities
also include Short Film Competition to be conducted by
Ministry of Information and

Broadcasting from 16th -to
24th January and Online National Sports Webinars which
is being conducted by Department of Sports from 20th
to 30th of January, 2021 besides Online Bharat Parv will
be conducted by Ministry of
Tourism from 26th to 31st of
this month.

New Foreign Trade Policy to come into
effect from April 1
Agency
New Delhi, Jan 13:
The meeting of the Parliamentary Consultative Committee of the Ministry of Commerce and Industry was held
on the subject “New Foreign
Trade Policy 2021-26”. The
meeting was chaired by the
Minister of State for Commerce
and Industry Hardeep Singh
Puri, and attended by Members of Parliament and senior
officers of the Ministry.
During the meeting, it was
informed that that the new For-

eign Trade Policy-FTP will
come into effect from 1st April
2021 for a period of five years.
The policy will strive to make
India a leader in the area of international
trade
and
channelize the synergies
gained through merchandise
and services exports for
growth and employment with
a goal to make India a 5 trillion
dollar economy. The FTP 201520 came into effect on 1st April
2015 and the same was extended by one year till 31
March this year due to Covid19 pandemic.

Ministry of Commerce and
Industry in a statement said
that during the meeting it was
also informed that District Export Hubs initiative will form
an important component of the
new FTP.
The Ministry said, for the
formulation of new Foreign
Trade Policy, meetings have
been held with stakeholders. In
December 2020,Board of Trade
meeting was held where State
Governments and other stakeholders’ inputs were received.
It said, a trade Notice, inviting
suggestions from various

US Vice President Mike Pence refuses to
invoke 25th Amendment to remove
President Trump from his post
Agency
Washington, Jan 13:
US Vice President Mike
Pence has said that he will not
“yield to pressure” to invoke
the 25th Amendment to remove President Donald Trump
from his post. In a letter to
Nancy Pelosi, Speaker of the
House of Representative, Mr
Pence condemned last week’s

riot in the Capitol. He said he
did not yield to pressure to
exert power beyond his constitutional authority to determine the outcome of the Presidential election. He said that
he did not believe that impeachment is in the best interest of the nation or consistent
with the US constitution. Mr
Pence also said that just eight
days are left in the President’s

term.
The Vice President reiterated his commitment to work
in good faith with the incoming administration to ensure an
orderly transition of power. His
letter came just hours before
the House of Representatives
was to vote on a resolution
that calls on Mr Pence to initiate the 25th Amendment process.

China steps up measures to contain
possible widespread coronavirus outbreak
Agency
Beijing, Jan 13:
China is stepping up measures to contain a possible
widespread coronavirus outbreak, in areas surrounding
capital Beijing with Langfang
city in Hebei province put under lockdown on Tuesday.
Beijing also shut highways from
the neighboring province amid
rising infections. In total, about
22 million people in three cities
- Shijiazhuang, Xingtai and
Langfang of Hebei Province
neighboring the capital Beijing
have been placed under
COVID-19 lockdown as of
Tuesday. Vehicles and people
in the three cities are not allowed to leave, unless necessary, Hebei authorities said at a
news briefing on Tuesday.
Since January 2, Hebei

Province has reported a total of
326 COVID-19 cases as of Tuesday, and 234 asymptomatic carriers. The majority of the new
cases have been recorded in the
provincial capital, Shijiazhuang,
which went into “wartime mode”
on Friday to contain the virus’
spread. Since the outbreak
started, some 103 health care
professionals from five provinces have arrived in
Shijiazhuang to help local medical staff, which has launched
the second round of citywide
nucleic acid testing on Tuesday.
So far, the source of the local outbreak is unknown. Some
20,000 residents from Hebei’s
capital
Shijiazhuang’s
Gaocheng District have been
put in a centralized quarantine,
as a measure of extra precaution. Residents from other cities in Hebei were encouraged

not to enter Beijing amid the
outbreak.
The epidemic in Wangkui
county in Northeast China’s
Heilongjiang Province, which
has been under lockdown
since Monday after dozens of
asymptomatic cases were detected, has spread to at least
two cities in the province and
one city in a neighboring province. Changchun City in the
northeastern Jilin province reported three new asymptomatic
cases Tuesday, in addition to
four such cases from the previous day. On Monday,
Shenyang in the northeastern
Liaoning province confirmed
two symptomatic infections
that were traced to someone
who had returned from abroad
and showed symptoms after
their 14-day quarantine, according to state media.

Assam Rifles conducts security
meet and awareness campaign

the National Education Technology Forum and National
Research Foundation are
critical for the success of the
policy and directed the officials for their speedy establishment in the year 2021-22.
He also stressed on enabling
linkages between the industry and academia for better
results.

72nd Republic Day Celebrations: Govt plans various
activities to create festive & patriotic mood across the nation

stakeholders was issued and
more than 2000 suggestions
have been received. All the
suggestions will be examined
while formulating the new FTP.
In the meeting, Members
of Parliament made valuable
suggestions regarding new
Foreign Trade Policy 2021-26.
Hardeep Singh Puri welcomed
various inputs and suggestions of the MPs and informed
that these will be considered
by the Ministry while preparing the new FTP. Mr Puri also
invited all MPs to also give
further inputs.

Bangladesh armed
forces contingent
depart for India to
participate in
Republic Day Parade
Agency
Dhaka, Jan 13:
A 122 member strong
Bangladesh armed forces contingent departed for India to
take part in the Republic Day
parade on 26 January.
The Bangladesh Armed
Forces contingent comprises
Soldiers of the Bangladesh
Army, Sailors of the Bangladesh
Navy and Air Warriors of the
Bangladesh Air Force. It left
Dhaka by a special C-17
Globemaster Indian Air Force
Flight on Tuesday.
According to a press release issued by the High Commission of India in Dhaka this is
only the third time in India’s history that any foreign military
contingent has been invited to
participate in the National Parade at Rajpath in Delhi. It is especially significant as the year
2021 marks 50 years of the Liberation War of Bangladesh.
A majority of the soldiers in
Bangladesh contingent come
from the most distinguished
units of the Bangladesh Army,
comprising 1,2,3,4,8,9,10 & 11
East Bengal Regiments and 1,2
and 3 Field Artillery Regiments,
who fought in the 1971 Liberation War of Bangladesh.
The statement said that the
Bangladesh contingent will
carry forward the legacy of the
brave Liberation War fighters
‘Muktijoddhas’, who fought for
freedom, justice and their
people.
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IT News
Imphal, Jan 13:
Troops of Assam Rifles
organised a Security meet at
Lamdeng village of Imphal
West district on 12 January.
The Troops also conducted a lecture on
Ayushman Bharat Pradhan
Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana at
Liematak
area
of
Churachandpur district,
Manipur on the same day.
The security forum was attended by village Headmen,
members of Youth Clubs Meira
Paibis and locals of nearby vil-

lages. During the meet, locals
were sensitised and updated
on current security situation
and precautions to be exercised specially for the upcoming Republic Day.
Interaction was also carried out on necessary measures required to be undertaken by locals in synergy with
Assam Rifles for maintaining
a strict vigil against illicit activities in the area specially
extortion and smuggling. During the meet the locals were
also educated on various precautionary measures to fight
against COVID-19.

The locals expressed their
gratitude and appreciated the
efforts of Assam Rifles for
reaching out to them and assured their commitment and
assistance in maintaining the
peace in the area.
The interactive lecture at
Liematak
area
of
Churachandpur district on
Ayushman Bharat Pradhan
Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana, was
conducted with an aim to
hightlight the measures undertaken by government to provide basic healthcare facilities
to the economically weaker
section of society and also to
make create awareness about
various benefits and schemes
launched by the Government
of India under Ayushman
Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan
Arogya Yojana for the
upgradation of the existing
healthcare system.
The local populace of the
region voluntarily attended the
lecture and applauded the effort of Assam Rifles for undertaking such an initiative to create awareness in the region.

Prasar Bharati says, no station
of All India Radio being closed
anywhere in country
Agency
New Delhi, Jan 13:
Prasar Bharati today clarified that no station of All India Radio is being closed
anywhere in any state. Taking a serious note of the false
reporting and fake news
claiming closure of AIR stations by various media outlets across the country, Prasar
Bharati has made it clear that
these reports are baseless
and factually incorrect.
Prasar Bharati stated that
no AIR station is being downgraded or converted anywhere in any State or Union

Territory. It added tha AIR
stations will continue to
originate local programming
in line with linguistic, sociocultural and demographic diversity furthering the mission of AIR to nurture local
talent.
Prasar Bharati further announced that it is moving
ahead with its plans to
strengthen the All India Radio and AIR Network with
several key projects ready for
implementation during 20212022, expanding its network
with more than hundred new
FM radio transmitters across
India.

Department of Justice,
FBI provide on violence
at US Capitol
Agency
Washington, Jan 13:
The Department of Justice
and the FBI has given an on
the violence at the US Capitol
last week.
Steven D’Antuono, the assistant director in charge of
the FBI’s Washington DC office, said that they had received
some 100,000 pieces of digital
evidence from the public to

work through.
He and the US Attorney
for the District of Washington, Michael Sherwin, said ,
the US authority have
opened more than 160 case
files and have charged 70
people so far.
D’Antuono described this
as the “tip of the iceberg” with
the number of investigations
and charges expected to go
into the hundreds.

Prasar Bharati is also
moving ahead with its plans
to introduce Digital Terrestrial Radio in India. Select AIR
channels are already available through Digital DRM
technology to the listeners in
many cities and regions on
an experimental basis. Prasar
Bharati is also in advanced
stage of testing Digital Technology options for FM Radio and a standard for the
same will be finalised near
future to start the roll out of
Digital FM Radio in India.

TNAI condoles
IT News
Imphal, Jan 13:
The Trained Nurses’ Association of India Manipur
state branch (TNAI) condole
the sudden demise of L
Ibohal singh, who was conferred Life Time Achievement
award on January 10 in recognition to his service. He
had served as the President
and Secretary o the TNAI
many times.
A Condolence meeting
was held at its office at
Uripok Khumanthem Leikai.
Those attended observed
two minutes pin drop silence
as a mark of respect to the
departed soul.

CBDT launches e-portal for filing complaints
regarding tax evasion, benami properties
Agency
New Delhi, Jan 13:
The Central Board of Direct
Taxes, CBDT has launched an
automated dedicated e-portal on
the e-filing website of the Department to receive and process complaints of tax evasion, foreign
undisclosed assets as well as
complaints regarding benami
properties.
Ministry of Finance in a statement said that the public can now
file a Tax Evasion Petition through

a link on the e-filing website of
the Department. The facility allows for filing of complaints by
persons who are existing PAN
and Aadhaar holders as well as
for persons having no PAN and
Aadhaar. After an OTP based
validation process, the complainant can file complaints in respect
of violations of the Income- tax ,
Black Money (Undisclosed Foreign Assets and Income) Imposition of Tax Act and Prevention
of Benami Transactions Act in
three separate forms designed

for the purpose.
The Ministry said, upon
successful filing of the complaint,
the Department will allot a unique
number to each complaint and
the complainant would be able
to view the status of the complaint on the Department’s
website. This e-portal is yet another initiative of the Income Tax
Department to bring about enhanced ease of interaction with
the Department, while strengthening its resolve towards e-governance.
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