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Indian arrested in Myanmar had a SC puts stay on implementation of three
Myanmarese wife – Report
farm laws; sets up committee to hold talks
IT News
Imphal, Jan 12:
An Indian, arrested in
August 2020 at the
Chindwin River Bridge in
Monywa, Zeyar Extension
Ward in Myanmar was
found to have been
married to a Myanmarese
lady, report the voice of
Mynamar. He reportedly
lives at No. 5 Street of
Monywa, Zeyar Extension
Ward.
According to the
Myanmar based
newspaper, the
Immigration and
Population Department in
Sagaing Township opened
a case against him at the
Sagaing City Police
Station on January 9 for
allegedly marrying a
Burmese national with a
Burmese identity card.
The suspect is an
Indian-Kachin man living
in Kakching Tokpaching,
Manipur, India.

Assam Rifles
apprehend UNLF
insurgent
IT News
Imphal, Jan 12:
Troops of Assam Rifles
along with Manipur Police
apprehended a Self Styled
Private of proscribed group
UNLF from Nongreng, Imphal
East District on 10 January.
Based on a reliable input,
troops of Assam Rifles along
with Imphal East Commandos
launched a joint operation and
apprehended an active cadre of
UNLF from Nongreng area of
Imphal East. The apprehended
individual confessed to his
involvement in carrying out
extortion activities in Imphal
Valley. The individual was later
identified as Yumlembam Bocha
@
Milan
Singh
@
Kangleishemba, age 42 years
resident of Nongren Maning
Leikai.
The apprehended individual
has been handed over to Lamlai
Police Station for further
investigation and legal action.

Not related
with UNLF
IT News
Imphal, Jan 12:
The proscribe UNLF has
sta ted that the per son
identified as Yumlembam
Bocha alias Milan Singh
alias Kangleishemba 42 year
of Nongren Maning Leikai,
who was arrested by a joint
team of Assam Rifle and
Manipur police from
Nongren Maning Leikai on
January 12, 2021 is not
related to the outfit.
A statement , M Sak Hen
Dir ector Depar tment of
publicity UNLF , in a press
release
stated
t hat
Yumlembam Bocha (42) alias
Milan
Singh
alias
Kangleishemba had retired
from the outfit in 2018 .

The report said that
the person is also a
captain in the People’s
Liberation Army (PLA), an
armed group waging war
against the government of
India.
Interestingly he
possessed a Burmese
national registration card
holder 1 / Mana (Naing)
129698 and married to a
Burmese woman in
Sagaing’s Ywadaung ward
and gave birth to a
daughter, according to a
security official who
spoke on condition of
anonymity. Nora (b)
Devanl, a 33-year-old
captain of the Kachin
National Armed Forces,

was arrested in 2014 in
Hopin, Mohnyin Township,
Kachin State, Myawaddy
Ward, Myanmar. It is said
that he received a
citizenship card.
The report added that,
according to a reply from
the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, Major Nora (Devi)
Devanl was an Indian
citizen, when Lay Maung,
the head of the Irrigation
Department in Sagaing
Township, submitted to
his superiors to confirm
whether the holder of the
ID card was an Indian
citizen. Therefore, U Lay
Maung, Commander of the
Irrigation Department of
Sagaing Township

arrested Nora (B) Devan,
an Indian national living
in Myanmar with a
Burmese ID card, at the
Sagaing City Police
Station yesterday (W) 5/
2021. The case was filed
under Section 13 (1) of
the 1947 Myanmar
Immigration Law. The
indiscriminate captain
was arrested on August
13, 2020, while driving a
paradox from Mandalay to
Tamu at the Chindwin
River Bridge in Monywa,
when he was arrested
along with five Indian
nationals who had entered
Burma illegally. They are
still being held in
Monywa Prison.

Manipur becomes 4th state
to successfully undertake
ULB reforms
IT News
Imphal , Jan 12:
M anip u r has b ecome
the 4th state in the country
to successfully undertake
Urban Local Bodies, ULB
reforms stipulated by the
Department of Expenditure,
Ministry of Finance. The
state has become eligible
t o m ob ilis e ad d iti onal
financial resources of 75
crore rupees through Open
M ar ket
B o r row in g s .
Permis sion for the same
was
is s u e d b y t he
Department of Expenditure
yesterday.
Manipur has now joined
t he thre e o ther S t a tes
Andhra Pradesh, Madhya
P r ad e s h a nd Telang ana,
who have completed this
reform. On completion of
Urban Local Bodies reform,
these four states have been
g ra nt ed
a d d itio nal

b or row ing pe r mis s ion of
s eve n
thou s and
f ou r
hundred 81 crore rupees.
Reform s in the U rb an
Local Bodies and the urban
utilities reforms are aimed at
financial strengthening of
ULBs in the states and to
enab le t hem to p r o vide
b et t er p u b lic h ealth and
s anit at ion
s er vice s .
Economically rejuvenated
ULBs will also be able to
cr e a te
go od
c ivic
infrastructure.
In view of the resource
r eq uir e ment to m eet the
challenges p os ed by the
COVID-19 pandemic, the
Government of India had on
17th May last year enhanced
the borrowing limit of the
States by two per cent of
their Gross States Domestic
Product (GSDP). Half of this
s pecia l dis pensa tion was
linked to undertaking citizencentric reforms by the states.

The states get permission to
r ais e add itional fu nd s
equivalent to 0.25 per cent
of GSDP on completion of
reforms in each sector. The
four citizen-centric areas
identified for reforms are,
Imp le ment ation of O ne
Nation, One Ration Card
S ys t em , E as e of d oing
b u s i nes s re for m , U r b an
L oc a l b od y or u ti lity
reforms and Power Sector
reforms.
So far, 10 States have
im p le mente d the O ne
Nation, One Ration Card
System, seven states have
d on e eas e of d o ing
business reforms, and four
s t at es ha ve d one local
b od y r efor m s . To t al
ad d i tional
borr o w ing
permission issued so far to
the states who have done
the reforms stands at ---54
thousand two hundred 65
crore rupees.

Agency
New Delhi, Jan 12:
The Supreme Court on
Tuesday put on hold the
implementation of the three
farming laws and announced
the setting up of a committee
of experts, purportedly to
suggest if any changes were
needed in the enactments
which are being opposed by
the farming community.
A three-judge bench
headed by Chief Justice of
India S A Bobde, A S Bopanna
and V Ramasubramanian,
however, said during the
hearing that the suspension
cannot be indefinite or for an
empty purpose.
The bench said it will make
it clear in the detailed order to
be passed later Tuesday that
the land of farmers cannot be
sold under the new law.
“We have the power to
suspend the legislation. But
the suspension of legislation
must not be for an empty
purpose. We will form a
Committee which will submit a
report to us…Every person
who is genuinely interested in
solving the problem is
expected to go before the
Committee. The Committee will

not punish you or pass any
orders. It will submit a report
to us”, remarked the CJI
adding
The day’s hearing was
marked by the absence of
senior lawyers Dushyant
Dave, H S Phoolka and Colin
Gonsalves representing
different
farmers
associations.
Advocate M L Sharma,
who represents some of the
unions, told the bench that
some farmers had told him that
they were not willing to go
before the committee.
The bench said members
of the bar must show “some
loyalty” to the judicial
process. “You cannot reject
the process if it does not suit
you. You will have to
cooperate with us and
accordingly speak to the client.
You cannot tell us negative
without telling something
positive to your clients.”
The court said it is
constituting the committee to
understand the ground
situation. The CJI added “all
it needs to be seen is which
part needs to be deleted from
the law and which should
stay.. that is why a committee
is needed”. The committee, it

AR promotes Skill Development
with Humanism Foundation
IT News
Imphal, Jan.11:
Troops of Assam Rifles
organised a felicitation ceremony
in coordination with Humanism
foundation at Kumbi college of
Bishnupur district, Manipur on 11
January .
The Skill Development
Centre at Kumbi College was
initiated with an aim to train
the local youths hailing from
the remote areas of Bishnupur
in Computer and Tailoring
Courses and also to make
them self sufficient in earning
a quality livelihood in present

environment.
The Felicitation ceremony
was conducted under the
Pradhan MantriKaushal Vikas
Yojna (PMKVY), wherein a total
of 120 students of Kumbi College
have been awarded certificates in
Computer and Tailoring classes,
after their successful completion
of respective courses.
The youths, college staff and
the local populace present at the
event expressed profound
gratitude to the team of Assam
Rifles and Humanism Foundation
for the smooth functioning and
conduct of the courses under
PMKVY.

1st State level Basic Sport Climbing coaching course
underway at MMTA complex Minuthong Imphal
IT News
Imphal, Jan 12:
1 st State level Basic
Sport Climbing coaching
course organize by IMF
North East Zone under the
aegis of MMTA &Manipur
Sport Climbing
Association is being
underway at MMTA
Com plex Minuthong.
The course is sponsored
by Ministry of Youth
Affairs & Sports, Govt.
of India. It was
inaugurated at Kangla
Rock Wall, MMTA,
Minuthong by Bijoy
Kaskchingtabam,
President MMTA . G.Anita
Devi (Padmashri),
Chairperson Indian
Mountaineering
Foundation, North-East

Zone also attended the
inaugural session. As
many as 110 candidates
from different parts of
Manipur participated the
Sports Climbing Course .
The Participants were
given classes in various
Sport climbing Activities
Such as Bouldering,
Speed Climbing, Lead
Climbing, Rope Knot
classes. All the
Participants took active
Initiative and
Wholeheartedly. This
Camp Was organized to
improve their Self-esteem,
Confidence, Co-operation
and a sense of Discipline
through the spirit of
Sportsmanship.
Dr. K. Romeo Meetei,
Secretary IMF NE Zone
and Course Director gave

the Key note address of the
training. Dr Meetei
narrated about the
development and prospects
of Sport Climbing in
Manipur. He narrates that
scope of sport climbing in
Manipur is immense,
although lack of High tech
and standard climbing wall
system in Manipur stunted
the growth of Sport
Climbing but still Manipur
has produced many
National and Asian
Champions. If the
Government provides a
International Standard
wall in Manipur then Many
Olympians will comes out
from Manipur in near
future.
The event is conducted
by following SoP’s of
Covid 19.

pointed out, “is part of the
judicial process in this case”.
The Centre may have a
specific interest and farmers
want repeal, the court said and
pointed
out
that
a
knowledgeable person has to
tell the court what is the
complaint on the ground.
Advocate Sharma also
said that the farmers were
upset that the Prime Minister
was not speaking to them. To
this, the CJI said the court
cannot ask the PM as he is not
a party before it.
Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta intervened and told the
court that the Agriculture
Minister is talking to the
farmers. When one of the
lawyers said there’s a
confusion that it’s a mediating
committee,
the
court
responded “who said it’s
mediation?”
The Bench also asked
Attorney General K K
Venugopal about the charges
by one of the parties that a
banned outfit ‘Sikhs for
Justice’ was aiding the
protests. The AG replied “we
have been informed there is a
Khalistani infiltration in the
protests”. The bench asked
the AG to say the same on the
affidavit which the senior law
officer agreed to.
The CJI also noted the
absence of Dave, Gonsalve
and Phoolka at Tuesday’s
hearing. Senior Advocate
Harish Salve submitted it’s a
coincidence that they are not
present in hearing today. “This
is really concerning,” he said.
Salve said that the Republic
Day parade should go on
unaffected.
The court then said it will
issue notice to the Delhi Police
on the plea by the Centre
against any tractor/vehicle
rally in the national capital on
the Republic Day.
Salve also added that there
is no basis to the
apprehension that land of
farmers who have entered into
a contract under the new laws
will be sold. The law doesn’t
allow that, he said.
The CJI responded that
the court will add a word in
the order that nothing of that
sort will happen. Savle said the
two main concerns were
whether the MSP will be
dismantled and land sold. Both
will not happen, he added.
Senior Advocate Vikas
Singh said the farmers needed
a prominent place like Ram Lila
Maidan or Boat Club for the
protests. The court said it will
say in the order that they may
apply to police for permission.
Attempting to assuage the
concerns of farmers, Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta said
the law says no farming
agreement shall be entered
into for mortgage, sale of land.
Also, no action for recovery
of the amount will be initiated
against the agricultural land,
he pointed out.
Farm land is completely
immune from attachment, the
SG
said,
adding
misinformation are being
spread.
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Fate of Indian
democracy
The crumbling of ideological base politics has already begin
particularly in India. The BJP however stands fixed to its
ideology and is trying to move forwards with the kind of
political ideology that they believed. But almost all other
political party seems to lost its guts to stand tight with their
respective ideology like the BJP had. However, after 10 years
of government the BJP seems to change its politics and now
seem to felt it necessary for centralization of the their
political party. The politically illiterate character of the
maximum voters now seems to left them with no choice but
to to hold the power using any means which has never been a
part of their ideology. But there are still states which are
parts of the country who believe in regionalism and which the
regional political party has been rooted . Yesterday we
discussed the changing face of Democracy in the context of
India. Imphal Times still felt that more people should have a
discourse in this issue as it is the only means to make alive
democracy.
There are several schools of thoughts that explain the
narrative of how a democratic country like India should be
run, India being followed a multiparty party system there are
as many as 2598, with 8 national parties, 52 state parties,
and 2538 unrecognized political parties as per the latest as
per latest publication from Election Commission of India. Early
day’s political scientists divided the political parties into Right
Wing, Left-wing, and a liberal one which is neither Right nor
Left. But today it is still relevant or not is a matter to be
pondered on. Of the 2500 plus political parties, how many are
left-leaning parties under which theory or how many political
parties are Right-leaning political parties and how many of
them are in the middle – it is a matter that confuses students
of political science. Of course, the BJP which is leading the
government at the center is a right-wing political party and
everyone knows that. The Communist Party is a Left-wing
party but its ideology of being leftist has lost its significance
when they have to go with a political party which is neither
leftist nor righteous. This was seen during the UPA
government under the former Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan
Singh when there was an SPF government in the center.
Likewise, the right-wing political party Siva Sena or Bhim Sena
has failed to go hand in hand with the BJP. In Maharastra, the
Siva Sena, which has been considered as an extreme rightwing political party is now going with the NCP and is supported
by the Congress party which has many times attacked the
Right-wing party in the annals of the Indian political history.
Recently elected US Vice President Kamala Harris in her
speech had quoted one of the best remarks by a former US
Congressman, John Lewis, which he wrote that “Democracy
is not a state. It is an act, and each generation must do its
part.” Surjit Nair, the Editor of HW News has interpreted the
statement in a different way. His interpretation was about
the inability to voice against the policy of the policymakers
of the democratic country. Coming back to India Congress
Party has its strong ideology on what it believes should be in
a democratic nation. The BJP is also clear about its idea of
India. Both the ideology of making India are justified from
their own perspective. After the Congress-ruled maximum
years after becoming a republic nation, India remains just an
imagined nation with bigger states with more numbers of
lawmakers giving all effort to control the smaller states. Now
after 60 odd years of Independence, the BJP which thought
that the idea of India as per the Congress think tank is wrong
is in the power. The party having an absolute majority at the
Lok Sabha now started implementing their ideology.
This writing is not about criticizing, or comparing the good
or bad of the Congress party or the BJP. It is about the fate of
smaller states like Manipur, Mizoram, Nagaland, etc. As for
the South Indian states they have thousands of politically
civilized people and they have a strong regional base political
party adapted to their society which also gets the mandate of
their people and it will take a long way to penetrate the school
of thoughts developed by either Congress Party or the BJP.
For Mizoram, Nagaland, and Meghalaya they too have a strong
foundation of politics based on their believed and that is why
the Regional party still rules the Nagaland, Mizoram, and
Meghalaya.
When it comes to the state of Manipur – do the people
have its strong political will with a vision to protect the state.
No regional party of its own could be successful and the
government is formed depending upon the rise of either, BJP
or Congress in the center. If Congress comes to power at the
center, it took just a couple of months to form a congress led
government and when BJP is in power it took less time to run
the government under its leadership. Where is the political
will of the people of Manipur? How are people expecting the
future? Will the future of Manipur be dependable to the center
and if so, can the people protect its unique identity of being
the 2nd Asiatic country to have a democratically elected
government even before the Union of India came into
existence.
The need of the hour is a government which is independent
in taking a decision without taking permission from their
respective political party’s leaders from the mainland.
Letters, Feedback and Suggestions to ‘Imphal Times’
can be sent to our e-mail : imphaltimes@gmail.com. For advertisement
kindy contact: - 0385-3590330 (O). For time being readers can reach
the office at Cell Phone No. 9862860745 for any purpose.
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WORLD WAR II, INA and MANIPURI LITERATURE:
A Synoptic Survey
By Kakchingtabam Ruhinikumar
Sharma
(This article is incorporated as
chapter in the forthcoming book
on Second World War and
Manipur)
World War II is one of the greatest catastrophic events of twentieth century which impacted the lives
of millions of people across the
world. In World War II, over sixty
million men and women were killed
and many more were maimed which
is much more than the people killed
in World War I. As the British colonial government unilaterally declared India a party to the War it
was responded with widespread
condemnation across all sections of
Indians except the Communist Party
of India. Even Mohandas K. Gandhi
despite his strong reservations
against British colonial rule who
sided with the British on many occasions was determined to oppose
the moves of the British India government to make India a party to the
war against the Axis forces represented by Italy, Germany and Japan.
Indian National Congress’s response was the famous “Quit India
Resolution” of 8th August 1942 and
the response to the ‘Bharat
Chhodo’ call was met with large
scale violence all over India with
public enthusiasm hitherto not witnessed in India’s struggle for freedom.
A Recapitulation:
Subhas Chandra Bose (18971945) was one of the fearless leaders of the nationalist movement in
India. He was twice elected the
president of the Indian National
Congress in 1938 and 1939. In his
election for the second time as the
President of the Indian National
Congress, he was opposed by Mahatma Gandhi. He resigned from the
Congress presidentship and started
a new party known as the Forward
Block. The remaining account of
Subhas’s imprisonment, release and
escape from house detention, subsequent release and onward journey and heroics indulged in for
India’s liberation and freedom, establishment of Azad Hind Fauz
(INA) has been left out of the pur-

view of this paper to avoid repetitiveness. Yet a few lines outlining
the importance Azad Hind Fauz
(INA) in the history of India’s
struggle for freedom is given hereunder to situate the narrative within
a broader perspective.
Importance of the Azad Hind
Fauz (INA) in India’s struggle for
freedom:
INA occupies an important place
in the history of India’s struggle for
freedom. The formation of the Indian National Army and the brave
fight put up by the INA men opened
the eyes of the British Government
to the danger of reasons why the
British Government continued to
maintain their hold on India and that
was ultimately one of the reasons
why the British Government decided to grant independence to India. The members of the INA did
not die or suffer in vain. They have
a place of honour in the history of
India’s struggle for freedom. The
Provisional Government set up by
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose and
the Indian National Army organized
by him brought the Indian question out of narrow domestic sphere
of the British Empire into the field
of international politics. The recognition of the provisional Government of free India by Japan, Germany and Italy and other countries
gave a new status to India. The
world opinion was affected by the
exploits of Netaji Subhas Chandra
Bose and Indian National Army. The
Indian National Army also proved
that Indian soldiers were also willing to sacrifice his life for the sake
of the country. The officers of INA
set up a brilliant record of communal harmony and Commandership.
Hugh Toye gives his estimate
of INA in these words,”There can
thus be little doubt that the Indian
National Army, not in its unhappy
career on the battlefield, but in its
thunderous disintegration, hastened the end of British rule in India. The agitation which surrounded
the trials turned the issue of independence for India into an instant
burning question once more. (Hugh
Toye, The Springing Tiger, Sixth
Jaico Impression:, 1978, p.175)
World War II and Manipuri

Literature:
At the very outset the present
writer would like to make a clarification regarding the use of the term
‘Manipuri Literature’. Here
‘Manipuri Literature’ is meant to denote the literary works in any genre
and is not only confined to the works
produced in Meiteilon or Manipuri
but also covered works in other languages that deal with themes or issues concerning Manipur. Hence the
term is used in its wider sense and in
a larger context. In this case,
Manipuri literature too has not
lagged in capturing the World War,
especially because Imphal, and for
that matter the entire state was in the
grip of war for more than a year. Since
there was large scale internal displacement of people as a result of
the face to face fighting between the
combating forces supplemented by
intermittent air raids, Manipur, particularly Imphal valley wore a deserted look. Homestead lands belonging to different leikais (localities) were overnight turned into army
camps. On 10th May, 1942 Imphal witnessed bombardment by the Japanese forces for the first time. From
the onwards Imphal became a centre
of Japanese invasion and British resistance. Because of the repeated air
raids people in large numbers left their
homes followed in quick succession
to interior areas of the land for safety
of their lives.
Normalcy gradually returned in
Imphal around 1946 after the withdrawal of Japanese forces and Azad
Hind Fauz soldiers as their joint
campaign ended in disaster. This
was the time people returned to their
respective original homes vacated
by the Allied forces. Gradually normal activities started opening up in
a slow and gradual manner. Economic and educational activities
started picking up. The then existing theatre halls in and around
Imphal, which had to remain nonfunctional during the war gradually
started staging plays. Proscenium
theatre in Manipur already enjoyed
a large following. Manipur Dramatic
Union (M.D.U.) for instance staged
a hugely popular play titled NabaMallika penned by Khwairakpam
Chaoba (Chaoba Singh 1895-1950) of

the famed Chaoba, Kamal
Anganghal triumvirate of Manipuri
literature.
As mentioned earlier when
peace gradually returned in
Manipuri a few litterateur of the land
started picking up their pen recording and recollecting events of the
contemporary Manipur. Mention
may be made of Rajkumar Shitaljit
Singh, Rajkumar Sanahal Singh,
Khwairakpam Chaoba Singh,
Keisham Kunjabihari Singh, G.C.
Tongbra and a few others followed
suit in later years.
Rajkumar Shitaljit Singh (19132008), a well-known teacher of Ram
Lal Paul High Schhol, Imphal was
the first native who sketched a biographical account of Subhas
Chandra Bose titled “Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose amasung Azad Hind
Fauz” (Netaji Subhas Chandra
Bose and Azad Hind Fauz) and it
was published in 1946. This small
book running into 52 pages divided
into three chapters provide a well
written account of the life and activities of Subhas Chandra Bose in
a chronological order. It was probably the second biographical account of a great Indian nationalist
after Bal Gangadhar Tilak by the
legendary leader Hijam Irabot
Singh. Though short, but in a lucid
manner Shri Shitaljit profiled the
career and character of Subhas and
described him as one of the greatest patriot India had ever produced
in her history. In a convincing manner the writer depicts the humane
side of Netaji, as Subhas was affectionately called by Indians including Gandhi in his concerns for the
wounded soldiers of INA in Burma.
This book with much success
helped a lot in showing Subhas
Chandra Bose in a positive light
among the youths of the time. The
present writer is fortunate enough
to possess a copy of this rare book
handed over by an elder long time
back. To be frank, Netaji was the
most popular icon in our school
days in comparison with other national leaders who wielded more
political power and authority than
him. In fact, he was our lionised hero
of the past.
(contd. on page 3)

KalajayiSanatani Swami Vivekananda
By Prahlad Singh Patel
Swami Vivekananda is the inspiration behind National Youth Day. A
young man who in just 39 years of life
and 14 years of public life swamped
the country with a thought whose
energy is still felt by the country.
The generations to come will continue to feel overwhelmed by this
energy.
The largest youth power in the
world today is in India. Every fifth
youth in the world is Indian. Due to
its youth power, India’s growth rate
in the 13 major economies of the
world has been at the third place in
the last five years. After Corona, India has emerged as a country full of
possibilities in the race for development and the only youth who
strengthened this possibility are
those who are associated with
Swami Vivekananda’s ideas and are
preparing India in a leadership role
on the world stage.
“Arise, awake and stop not till
the goal is reached” - This mantra
of Swami Vivekananda given to the
youth is as effective and inspiring
as it was in the days of colonialism,
it is equally relevant in independent
India today. Now India is ready to
be a global leader. With the power
of yoga and the spirit of spirituality,
the youth of the country should
stand impatient to give direction to
the world so that they can introduce

young India and Indianness to different countries of the world. Now by
the third decade of the 21st century,
the country has become ready to lead
the world.
This lesson of Swami Vivekananda
still inspires the youth - “Make a life’s
aim and incorporate that idea into your
life.” Think that thought over and over
again. Dream it, Live it… that is the
secret to being successful. “
The mantra of Swami Vivekananda
for the youth is evergreen - “Until you
can trust yourself, you cannot trust
Allah or God.” They say that if we are
not able to see God in humans and in
ourselves then where can we go to
find them.
Swami Vivekananda caught the
world’s attention with his ideas when
he represented Sanatan Dharma in the
US city of Chicago in 1893. Perhaps
no parallel could be drawn till date to
his outstanding lecture of that time.
Swami Vivekananda’s speech was
more than ‘Speech of the Century’,
‘Speech of the Millennium’ which is
going to be alive in the coming times.
What was there in that speech?
Vishwabandhutva, Tolerance, Cooperativeness, Participation, Religion,
Culture, Nation, Nationalism and the
collective India-Indianness.
Swami Vivekananda played the
Sanatana Dharma in the world religion
Parliament. He had told the world that
he is from that Hindustan which gives
shelter to the persecuted people of all

religions and countries. Where there
are sacred memories of the ruined Israel at the hands of the Roman Empire,
which gave refuge to the people of Zoroastrianism. Swami Vivekanananda
had said that Sanatan is the motherhood of all religions of the world. Swami
Vivekananda was also proud that the
land of India and the Sanatani religion taught the world the lesson of
tolerance and universal acceptance.
It is the nature of Indian soil to accept all religions as true. We are the
first laboratory and protector of secularism.
When Swami Vivekananda addressed the world religion Conference,
he said ‘American brothers and sisters’,
the eternal message of world brotherhood was clear. Immediately, the entire
world religion parliament used that message with a loud sound. That is why
the New York Herald then wrote, “Hearing him (Swami Vivekananda) seems
that sending a Christian missionary to
a knowledgeable nation like India is foolish. Even if he only passes through the
stage, the applause starts. “
Swami Vivekananda takes forward
the effort to reach the roots of Indian
culture. This thinking also makes Swami
Vivekananda acceptable worldwide and
establishes him as the spokesperson
of Sanatan Dharma, a symbol of
Hindustan and Hindustani culture. His
inclusive thinking is still reflected in the
slogan ‘SabkaSaath, Sabka Vikas’ in
Narendra Modi’s government.

Swami Vivekananda taught the
world that it is our duty to encourage
all those doing good so that they can
make the dream come true and live it.
This dream also gives rise to the idea
of the rise of Antyodaya. Until the
upliftment of the last poor of the country is ensured, development is meaningless - this thinking is also born
from the thought of Vivekananda.
Swami Vivekananda’s belief
about God is close to every religion.
But Charity is also at the root of
Sanatan Dharma. Charity is a way of
life. It is important to connect everyone with this nature. He says, “The
more we come to help and help others, the more pure our heart becomes.
Such people are like God. “
Swami Vivekananda combines
thinking of different religions, communities, traditions and thinking. It
inspires liberation from inertia. This
is the reason why Swami Vivekananda
has no opponent in this country. Everyone bows to the ideas of Swami.
In the 19th century, the spokesperson of Sanatani religion, who was
called ‘Cyclonic Hindu’ due to his
views, is still standing firmly on the
world level with his positive thinking. Even then Swami Vivekananda’s
thinking was youthful, so is it today.
His thoughts were classic and will remain so forever.
(The writer is Minister of State
(Independent Charge) for Culture
& Tourism, Government of India)
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Ex-Servicemen Rally Conducted At
Rangapahar Military Station
IT News
Imphal, Jan. 12:
An ex-servicemen rally
was organised for veterans of
NAGA Regiment hailing from
Nagaland and Manipur by, 164
InfBn (TA) NAGA on Jan 11,
2021 at Rangapahar Military
Station.
The event was attended
b y Lt G en R ana P r ata p
Kalita, AVSM, SM, VSM, Col
of the KUMAON and NAGA
Regt, GOC Spear Corps, the
s er ving
offic ers
and
s oldier s of N AGA and
KUMAON Regt and a large
number of ex-servicemen,
Vee r N aris and their
dependents.
The aim of the event was
t o r ea ch out to t he ex servicemen and Veer Naris of
N AG A R egime nt for
addressing their grievances,
update them on entitlement,
benefits and adjustment of
pension anomalies.
During the rally, facilities
like, updation of Ex-

servicemen Contributory
Health Scheme (ECHS) &
Canteen Smart Card, medical
and dental checkup were
extended.
The gathering were also
informed
about
skill

development programme of
State Government and
process of recruitment of
wards in Indian Army/
Territorial Army.
The rally was a step by
the Naga Regiment to mitigate

the hardship of veterans who
are residing in the remotest
corners of the Nagaland and
Manipur who have served the
nation with ‘Guts and Glory’
in true traditions of Indian
Army.

Assam Rifles conducts Medical Camp in Chandel District
IT News
Chandel, Jan. 12:
In continuation of it’s
consistent efforts to make
basic healthcare accessible to
all, Assam Rifles organised a
medical camp at Gamphazol on
11 January.

Keeping in mind the
problems faced by the
villagers due to lack of basic
healthcare facilities ,qualified
health worker, socioeconomic conditions and
remoteness of the location,
the medical camp was
organised to cater for basic

medical needs of the locals.
The absence of a Primary
Health Centre & poor
condition of roads amplified
the
requirement
of
conducting the medical camp.
This medical camp elicited an
overwhelming response from
the locals where free

medicines
and
basic
healthcare treatment was
provided to people according
to their need.
AR will continue to
establish such medical camps
in the near future making basic
healthcare accessible to locals
in all remote locations.

Career Guidance

How to choose stream after Class X

Vijay GarG
After your class X board
exams, you stand at the first
‘crossroads’. What will you
do next? Will you take the road
leading to less stress, less
study, easy study or travel an
extra mile like many?
For the first time in your
life, you’ll have to face a
question that might haunt
you all your life, “What are
you going to do after this”?
This question will pop-up
from time to time, whenever
you reach an important milestone in your life. Many students find this question very
frustrating and intimidating if
they are not clear about their
career ambitions or how to
reach it.
For most of the students,
this phase appears like a complex maze with lots of doors
leading to different directions,
and it becomes difficult to find
the door that leads towards
the student’s dream career.
Let us try to look at this maze
from above, so that we can
connect the doors that will
lead you towards your dream.
Why is the choice important?
Many parents ask this

question and feel that this is
not a very important choice of
life and can be taken again after grade 12th. On the contrary, this maybe the first major decision for a student and
also one which gives your career a direction. It’s always
better to start early.
Every student has a
unique set of skills, strengths
and weaknesses and hence
it’s very important to take
unique decision for every student.
Let us look at some common issues faced by students
and their parents at this junction:
1. Confusion from too
many options:
This is one of the biggest
problem faced by the parents.
If we go back a decade or two,
when your parents were in
your place, all they had to
choose was between mathematics and biology. This is
not the case anymore, there
are many options available
and as it is said, more options
mean more chances of making
the wrong choice.
2. What to consider for
the decision:
While making any decision in life, you need to keep
in mind the consequences of
the choice you make. Similarly,
after your 10th, you should
not only look at the future and
make decisions according to
the career you want, but you
should also consider your
past and make the decision
based on your strengths and
weaknesses.
3. Which Board to select:
After 10th, you have the
option of sticking to the same
education board or going for

a different board. This decision should be taken after understanding the difficulty
level of every board. For example, if you have studied in
the state board till your 10th,
you should be ready to face
the difficulty if you want to
shift to boards like CBSE or
ISC or IGCSE.
you have to select among
one out the following three
streams; arts, science & Commerce all these streams lead
towards different career
scopes.
Let us individually look
into the streams students can
choose:
1. Science:
This is the most chosen
stream for 10+2 education and
offers many lucrative career
options including medicine
and engineering. It is also
popular for the fact that it
keeps you options open, i.e.
a student is allowed to select
commerce or arts after pursuing science in 10+2, while
commerce and arts students
cannot pursue science.
In science stream, you
have to take at least six subjects including one compulsory language. There are
many options for subjects like
mathematics, biology, physics, chemistry, computer science, IT, electronics etc. The
student should select the subjects that can lead them towards their prospective career.
2. Arts:
Although, this stream is
not so common among students, it holds many exciting
career opportunities like journalism, literature, social
works, teaching, etc.

In arts stream, you have to
select six subjects including
one compulsory language
and one optional language.
Arts offers you a huge list of
options to select the remaining four subjects which include, sociology, history, literature, psychology, political
science, philosophy, economics etc.
3. Commerce:
This is the second most
popular choice among students in India. Commerce
stream leads towards some of
the highest paying and respected jobs like investment
banking, chartered accountant, company secretaries, accounts and financial advisor
etc.
The three major subjects
taught in commerce stream are
economics, accountancy and
business law or business
study. The subjects offered by
most commerce colleges include business economics,
business law, accountancy,
auditing, income tax, marketing, etc. Just like the above
two streams, even in the commerce stream the student has
to select six subjects including one compulsory language.
If you are still confused, you
can discover how to simplify
this maze by putting the right
doors at the right place. Like
every other choice, all you
need to do is look at the wider
picture and take the decision
keeping in mind your future
aim and your past performance.
Vijay GarG Ex.PES-1
Retd Principal
Government Girls Senior
Secondary school MHR
Malout Punjab
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WORLD WAR II, INA......

Rajkumar Sanahal Singh
(1918–1990) in his ‘History of
Manipur’ published in 1947
gave a short but convincing account of the war and efforts
made by Bodhchandra Singh,
the Maharaja of Manipur to
keep morale of his subjects high
during those tumultuous days.
It was because of the
Maharaja’s consistent effort
that people of Manipur mostly
remained loyal to the Allied
forces rather than the liberation
forces of Azad Hind. The book
carries a statement of Subhas
Chandra Bose where the leader
acknowledged reverses made
by his forces; “In Imphal and
Burma we have lost the first
round in our fight” (n.d.,
Hindustan Standard). However
Field Marshal Slims, commander of Allied Forces assessment of the situation clearly
shows how the Allies were
struggling to hold on their positions at Imphal against the
determined combined forces of
INA and the Japanese. To quote
Slims, “The remarkable fighting
withdrawal of the 17th Indian Division back to Imphal and the
tenacious defence of Kohima by
a small scratch garrison in the
early days actually converted
the two “miscalculations” into
contributory causes enemy’s
complete defeat” (The Times of
India, Feb. 9, 1946). The antipathy of the Maharaja of Manipur
was more visible against the
Japanese than the INA personnel. In this connection the
Hindustan Standard carries a
statement of the king on 3rd
April 1944 where it was explicitly stated that, “I and my people
will fight the Japs to the last if
he ever attempts to get here.
My place is here by the side of
my people”. He further made his
position clear, thus, “In the hour
of danger I must stand by my
people”. May be the top leadership of INA was not in a position to correctly assess the
mood of the Manipuris and the
exact nature of British control
over the kingdom.
The trials and tribulations
of the war and sufferings endured by the people is well depicted in the writings of Hijam
Guno Singh (1926-2010), a versatile writer. His three novels
Khudol (1964), Aroiba
Paodam (1966) and Bir
Tikendrajit Road (1983),
though written from different
settings are somehow connected with the events of 2nd
World War. These novels portray lived experiences of different characters, the tale of love,
devotion, sacrifice and sometimes treachery. However in
Aroiba Paodam alongwith the
romantic tales of the protagonists running in full steam, yet
there is another aspect of love
– love for the motherland, yearning for freedom, freedom of the
motherland from the bondage
of continued enslavement.
Motherland is the place where
umbilical cord of the natives are
buried and mingled with her soil
inseparably. Thus the father of
the female protagonist took the
extreme step of leaving her
grown up daughters and son to
the care of her eldest daughter
went to the jungles unannounced to fight for the liberation of motherland from foreign
rule. The creative élan of the
writer compels us to read the
novel till its end with the eagerness to know what comes next.
Mother and Motherland are
Greater than Heaven is the

mantra that metamorphoses
Shajouba, father of the female
protagonist Jamuna to chart for
the untraded path of freedom
by joining Azad Hind Fauz.
Manipur and World War II:
(In verse), With a Glimpse of
the World in two volumes
(1980, 1981) is almost an epic
poem in English language by
Sanasam Gourhari Singh (1911
– 1988) who needs no introduction. Suffice enough to mention, Sanasam Gourhari Singh
was a teacher, administrator
above all an accomplished
writer. This man had the ins and
outs of twentieth century
Manipur history. This monumental two volume account
runs into around ten thousand
stanzas may described as a classic of Second World War literature produced from
Manipur so far. Space does not
permit us to go into the details
of what Gourhari had penned
in this book. Almost the second volume focussed on detailing the various battlefields
that took place in Manipur and
her neighbours and its outcome. Though the writer was
closely associated with the
king of Manipur in various capacities during the war the
writer could not but refrain from
calling Subhas Chandra Bose
as Netaji. It might be of interest
to note that 162 stanza of four
line running into 648 lines have
been devoted in describing the
life and activities of Subhas
Chandra Bose. Some specimens are given hereunder to illustrate the point further.
With panoramic view of the
world history
Shining bright in his mind’s
clear eye
Subhas Bose lived defying
pains of pillory
For sacred cause of India’s
freedom high. (3235)
Had he any hope of getting
India’s freedom
Without action from abroad
as a basis
He wouldn’t have India
during a crisis
But it was only British
promise’s boredom. (3323)
He said he was not by any
Axis men deceived
Losing prestige of India
he’d not have lived
He went to Japan as she
fought India’s enemy
His choice was for India’s
good, not ignominy. (3325)
He said, “When you go
back to India, dear
Tell people I’ve been fighting without fear
To the last for mother
India’s liberation
They should fight now in
continuation. (3372)
“I’m sure India will be free
before long
Now nobody can keep India in bondage”,
It was Netaji’s last statement at the stage
It was in keeping with his
oath strong. (3373)
Shri Sanasam Gourhari’s
Manipur and World War II is
a highly readable account of
World War II in verse from
Manipuri
perspective.
Though written in verse form,
it is almost a historical account
of the War and associated
battles taking place in
Manipur and its adjoining areas.
Awonba Samaj (1995),
by Thiyam Indrakumar Singh,
a voluminous novel of 406
pages almost looks like a social history of Manipur during

1939-1948 rather than a creative work of fiction. The novel
depicts the existential crises
faced by common man in their
day-to-day life during the uncertain days of Second World
War. Without much pondering
in actual terms, it reflects on
the political economy of the
land conditioned by the ravages of war and resultant displacement of the people and
their yearning to build a new
society based on social
equality.(Thiyam Indrakumar
Singh,Awonba Samaj, Imphal,
1995)
A person who is more
known for political statesmanship but who unexpectedly forayed into writing was late
Yumnam Yaima Singh (19222017), a social and political activist of more than five decades
of active public life. After retirement from public life due to
advancing age, Yumnam Yaima
devoted his spare time in writing; authored and published
Nungshinana Hingminnaba
(2004),
Punshigi
Khongchatta (2005), A Piece
of Tenth Lok Sabha (English,
2005), Sita Ram (2011), and
Manipuri Language bu
Nipalsuba Schedule da
Chalhankhiba. Of these
books the first two are worthy
of mention. Nungshinanana
Hingminnaba (Living in Harmony), a novel published in the
year 2004 is a vivid portrayal
of war years and the accompanied changes brought about
by the war. How the complexes
of the war hardened the lives
of common man giving way to
simple and unsuspecting lives
of the common people for a
more materialistically craving
life with full of suspiciousness
inherent in it. Like the earlier
work of Indrakumar, the author
craves the eagerness for a harmonious existence among humankind for a better society.
Punshigi Khonchatta (Journey of Life) published in 2005
the author endeavour to tell
the story of his life and time
contextualising it with the
changes that took place in
Manipur. Born in 1922 in a village called Oinam, south of
Imphal valley, the writer witnessed and experienced the
Japan Lan, as Second Word
War was locally known from
close quarters. Being exposed
to social and political currents
of the time and his association
with
Nikhil
Manipuri
Mahasabha Yaima Singh was
gradually drawn towards the
activities of INA under the influence of one Wangkhem
Gyaneswar Singh of Nambol, a
man well-versed in Bengali and
was closely following the activities of Subhas and his INA by
reading Anandabazar Patrika, a
popular Bengali language newspaper. At Gyaneswar’s preaching Yaima was gradually drawn
towards Netaji and his movement. Accordingly, a local
branch of INA was established
with the objective of extending
men and material support when
the forces of INA entered
Manipur. Processions were conducted with slogan like ‘Delhi
youna changsillu’ (chalo Delhi)
and ‘Netaji ki jai’ (victory to
Netaji) etc. with distribution of
airdropped pamphlets under the
caption ‘Give me blood, I will
give you Freedom’ an appeal
made by Subhas Chandra Bose
calling upon his countrymen to
fight for the freedom of India.
(to be continued)
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PM Modi addresses valedictory function of
National Youth Parliament; says New National
Education Policy is a step towards nation-building
Agency
New Delhi, Jan 12:
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has said that our youth
should come forward and write
the destiny of our country. He
said, it is the responsibility of
the youth to lead the future of
India and this responsibility
also involves the politics of the
nation because today’s politics
also
needs
the
youth. Addressing the valedictory function of the second
National Youth Parliament Festival today through video
conferencing, Mr Modi
said, earlier there was a perception in the country that if a
young man turned to politics,
people used to say that the
child is getting spoiled. He
said, people believed that everything can change but politics cannot. The Prime Minister said, but today honest
people are also getting a
chance in politics. He said,
Honesty and performance is
becoming the first mandatory
condition of today’s politics.
He said, our politics needs
young people and politics a
constructive medium to make
positive changes. Exhorting
young people to join politics,
Mr Modi says poison of dynastic politics will continue to
weaken democracy unless

they enter it. He said, dynastic
politics is the biggest enemy
of democracy and it should be
rooted out. He said, dynasty
politics gives rise to incapability and dictatorship in a democratic setup as such people
work towards saving the politics of family and family in politics.
The Prime Minister said, an
ecosystem is being prepared
for our youth to develop their
talent according to their
dreams. Be it the education system, social system or legal nuances, these things are being
kept in the centre of everything.
He said, the New National
Education Policy focuses on
development of better individuals and from better individuals to a better country. He
said, this policy gives priority
to our youth’s understanding,
their decisions and beliefs. He
said, the new National Education Policy is a step towards
nation-building and the Government is building an ecosystem which will give better
opportunities to the youth.
Speaking about Swami
Vivekananda, Mr Modi
said, Swami Ji always stressed
equally on physical and mental strength and spoke about
muscles of iron and nerves of
steel. He said, inspired from
the teachings of Swami

Vivekananda, Government is
specially focusing on the mental and physical fitness of Indian youth.
The Prime Minister said, it
was Swami ji who said at that
time that the fearless, frank,
clean-hearted, courageous
and aspirational youth is the
foundation on which the future
of the nation is built. He believed so much on youth and
on the youth power.
Mr Modi said, time passed,
the country became independent, but we still see Swamiji’s
influence today. What Swamiji
spoke about spirituality, nationalism and nation building,
his thoughts about serving
people and serving the world
flow within people with the
same intensity.
The Prime Minister said,
Swami Vivekananda has given
us another precious gift and it
is a gift to build individuals, to
build institutions. He said,
people come under the influence of Swamiji and build institutions. He said, people then
come out from these institutions, follow Swamiji’s path
and add new people too.
The Prime Minister
said, our freedom fighters were
influenced
by
Swami
Vivekananda and his works
have always been effective in
instilling nationalism in the

Nation celebrates birth anniversary of Swami Vivekananda ;
Prez, V Prez & PM pay tributes
Agency
New Delhi, Jan 12:
The Nation is celebrating
birth anniversary of youth Icon
Swami Vivekananda today.
One of the greatest spiritual
leaders of India, Swami
Vivekananda introduced the
world to the Indian philosophies
of Vedanta and Yoga. He became
popular in the western world after his famous speech at the
World’s Parliament of Religions
held in Chicago in 1893.
Vivekananda was the chief disciple of the 19th-century mystic
Ramakrishna Paramhansa. He
was the founder of the
Ramakrishna Math and the
Ramakrishna Mission.
Swami Vivekananda’s birth
anniversary is also celebrated as

National Youth Day in the country.
President, Vice President
and Prime Minister today paid
tributes to Swami Vivekananda
on his Birth Anniversary.
President Ram Nath Kovind
said, an inspiration for the entire
humanity, for the youth in particular, Swami Vivekananda revitalized India’s spiritual heritage
and brought it centre-stage at the
global arena. The President said,
Swami Vivekananda’s teachings
continue to inspire everyone.
Vice President M. Venkaiah
Naidu said, Swami Ji was an intellectual of extraordinary calibre, an exceptional orator and a
true nationalist. He said, Swami
Ji’s message of universal brotherhood is the way forward for
peaceful coexistence. Mr Naidu

said, Swami Vivekananda
dedicatedly worked for the betterment of society and his teachings have been a guiding light
for all. The Vice President said,
Swami Ji will always be remembered for his pivotal role in drawing the world’s attention towards Hinduism, India and its
rich culture. On National Youth
Day, he called upon the youth
to take inspiration from Swamiji
and work towards building a
New India, which will be free of
poverty, illiteracy, corruption
and discrimination of any kind.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said, in thought and action Swami Vivekananda personified the best of India’s culture and ethos. Mr Modi said,
he has unwavering faith in Indian youth.

Govt begins COVID-19 vaccine transportation process to various cities across country
Agency
New Delhi, Jan 12:
The much awaited distribution of the Covishield Vaccine
developed by Serum Institute
of India (SII) in Pune began today. Six cold storage containers with the stock of these vaccines were dispatched to the
Pune Airport amid tight security. Before dispatching vaccines, religious rituals were performed in the presence of the
staff and officers of SII who
distributed sweets and expressed happiness over the dispatch of the very first consignment of Covishield.
The vaccine is being sent
to 13 cities across the country

from Pune Airport which includes Aurangabad, Delhi,
Chennai, Bangalore, Karnal,
Kolkata,
Vijayawada,
Hyderabad,
Guwahati,
Lucknow, Chandigarh and
Bhubaneswar. The first flight
left at 8 am for Delhi.
Civil Aviation Minister
Hardeep Singh Puri said that
the Civil Aviation sector
launched yet another momentous mission today. He said,
vaccine movement started with
the first two flights by Spicejet
and GoAir from Pune to Delhi
and Chennai.
In a tweet, the Minister said,
today Air India, Spicejet, GoAir
and IndiGo will operate nine

flights from Pune with 56.5 lakh
doses to Delhi, Chennai,
Kolkata, Guwahati, Shillong,
Ahmedabad, Hyderabad,
Vijayawada, Bhubaneswar,
Patna, Bengaluru, Lucknow &
Chandigarh.
Information and Broadcasting Minister Prakash Javadekar
today said that the first set of
vaccines en route from Pune to
Kolkata and India is all set to
carry out the world’s largest
vaccination drive.
In a tweet, Mr Javadekar
said, the stamp on the vaccine
container ‘May all be free from
Diseases’
perfectly
summarises what India stands
for.

youth.
Citing example of the reconstruction work in the aftermath of Bhuj earthquake, Mr
Modi told the youth that the
society that learns to make
their own path in calamity,
writes its own destiny. He said,
all of 130 crore Indians are writing their own destiny today.
The Prime Minister said that
each and every effort, innovation, honest pledge by today’s
youth is laying a strong foundation for our future.
Speaking
on
the
occasion, Lok Sabha Speaker
Om Birla said, we have decided
to run Know Your Constitution
Campaign through the Centre,
State Assemblies and State
Governments in the entire
country.
Education
Minister
Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank
said, empowerment of youth is
empowerment of the country.
Youth Affairs and Sports
Minister Kiren Rijiju said, two
lakh 34 thousand youth from
across the country participated
in this edition of the National
Youth Parliament Festival.
Three winners of the festival, Mudita Mishra from Uttar
Pradesh, Aayati Mishra from
Maharashtra and Abhinam
Mangat from Sikkim also expressed their views during the
event.

WHO team to arrive
in China on January
14 to investigate
origins of COVID-19
Agency
Wuhan, Jan 12:
An international group of
experts from the World Health
Organization (WHO) will arrive
in China on 14th January, to
probe the origins of the
coronavirus pandemic, ending
the uncertainty and delay which
drew sharp criticism from the
world health body. The state
news agency, quoting China’s
National Health Commission said
on Monday that an expert team
from the WHO will conduct a field
visit to China this coming Thursday. China’s National Health
Commission said in a brief statement that the WHO team would
work with Chinese scientists during the trip, without giving further details. There is no announcement as of now on the
itinerary of the visiting team, nor
is there any confirmation on the
quarantine requirements. It has
been more than a year since the
first official case of the novel
Coronavirus was announced in
the central Chinese city of
Wuhan.
On January 9, Zeng Yixin, the
deputy head of the National
Health Commission (NHC) told
the media that the exact time of
the team’s arrival in Wuhan was
still under negotiations. China
and the WHO have reached a
consensus on specific arrangements of the investigation with
four video conferences, Zeng
said. Once the WHO experts
complete their procedures and
finalise the schedule, Chinese
experts will go to Wuhan with
them to conduct the investigation, Zeng said. Chinese foreign
ministry without giving any further details said that China always
supported global cooperation on
origin tracing of COVID-19.
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Bird flu triggers fresh fears,
prices of chicken, eggs crash
Agency
Pune, Jan. 12:
Winter for the poultry industry is like summer for icecream makers. The winter
months are when consumption of chicken and eggs
peaks, with those rearing
broiler and layer birds also
realising better rates.
But this time it is different, thanks to the outbreak
of avian influenza, now confirmed in 10 states — Kerala,
Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh,
Himachal Pradesh, Haryana,
Gujarat, Uttar Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Uttarakhand,
and Delhi.
Since last Wednesday,
when reports of deaths of
birds from the disease started
coming in, farmgate prices of
broiler chicken have crashed
from around Rs 82 to Rs 58
per kg in Maharashtra, Rs 94
to Rs 65 in Gujarat, and Rs 80
to Rs 70 in Tamil Nadu.
Over the same period, egg
prices have fallen from Rs
5.10 to Rs 4.20 per piece in
Namakkal (Tamil Nadu), Rs
5.35 to Rs 4.05 in Barwala
(Haryana), and Rs 5.30 to Rs
4.50 in Pune.
An estimated 1.3 crore
live broiler birds and 20 crore
eggs on average are sold
daily in India, and these numbers can rise to 1.5 crore and
28-29 crore during winter. The
bird flu scare, however, has
led to consumption dropping
by 30-40 per cent in the last
4-5 days, according to B
Soundararajan, chairman of
the Rs 8,700 crore-plus-turnover Suguna Foods Pvt Ltd.

This is almost a repeat of
the collapse that took place
after mid-January last year,
when reports of the spread
of the novel coronavirus in
China were gathering momentum. The price crash then was
triggered by unsubstantiated
rumours about poultry products, especially chicken meat,
posing the risk of Covid-19.
This time too, fear is playing a part. The deaths being
attributed to the avian influenza outbreak are mainly of
crows, pigeons, ducks,
egrets/herons, peacocks, and
other wild or migratory birds.
Deaths of poultry birds have
so far been confirmed only
from
Parbhani
in
Maharashtra and Barwala in
Haryana. In Parbhani, freerange backyard hens have
died; the deaths in organised
poultry farms have occurred
in Barwala, which is an eggproducing hub. The 120-odd
farms here house only layer
birds.
“The carriers of the flu virus are mostly migratory
birds from Siberia and other
cold regions that come to India during November-February to escape the extreme
winters there. They live close
to water bodies here, from
where local birds contract the
virus. But these would be
free-living birds, not the ones
raised in organised poultry
farms,” Soundararajan,
whose company is India’s
largest broiler producer.
Dr A S Ranade, dean of
Mumbai Veterinary College,
said chances of birds in
organised poultry farms get-

ting infected were very low.
This is because they are kept
in near isolation. Meat-yielding broilers, which are reared
from day-old chicks weighing
35-40 g to market-ready birds
of 2-2.5 kg over 42-45 days,
are housed in covered sheds
with floors having bedding
material made from coir pith
or paddy husk. Layer poultry birds are kept in cages,
further minimising their contact with foreign avian species.
That makes the current
outbreak all the more different. It is the supposedly hardier desi poultry breeds such
as Kaveri and Kadaknath
that are more susceptible to
the virus. “The Leghorn
chickens reared in organised
poultry farms (typically housing 7,000-8,000 birds) that
adhere to scientific vaccination schedules and feeding
regimens, are at far less risk,”
Prasanna Pedgaonkar, general manager of the Punebased Venkateshwara Hatcheries Pvt Ltd, said.
All this is of no consolation to fa r mer s. D e ep ak
Pawale, who owns a 40,000bird farm at Retavadi village
in Khed taluka of Pune dist rict , is now s elling his
broilers at Rs 59-60 per kg.
“My production cost is Rs
74. I lost Rs 30 lakh during
Covid when my birds went
for Rs 10-15/kg. Just when
my business was recovering, it is the turn of bird flu.
Why can’t the government
educate consumers against
fears that have no basis?”
he said.

Covishield to be sold at Rs
1000 in private markets, says
SII CEO Adar Poonawalla
Agency
Pune, Jan. 12:
After the first consignment
containing
vials
of
coronavirus
vaccine
“Covishield” were dispatched
from the Pune factory, Adar
Poonawalla, CEO, Serum Institute of India on Tuesday
termed it a historic moment and
said the main challenge is to
make the vaccine available to
everyone in the country.
“This is a historical moment
that vaccine is being dispatched
from our factory. Our main challenge is to make it available to
everyone in the country. It is
our challenge for 2021, let us
see how it happens,”
Poonawalla told ANI.
“We have given a special
price of Rs 200 for the first 100
million doses only to the Government of India on their request, because we want to support common man, vulnerable,
poor and healthcare workers.
After that, we will be selling it
at Rs 1,000 in private markets,”
he said.
The SII CEO informed that
the government has not given
its nod regarding selling the
vaccine in the private market.
“In the private market, for
those who want to purchase the
vaccine, the price would be Rs
1,000. But we have not received
permission for this...,” he said.
Poonawalla said a lot of
countries have been writing to
India and the Prime Minister’s

Office (PMO) for vaccines to
be supplied from Serum Institute to their countries.
“We are trying to keep everyone happy. We have to take
care of our population and nation as well. We are trying to
supply vaccine to Africa,
South America. So we are doing a little bit everywhere. So
we will try to keep everyone
happy,” he said.
The first consignment
containing vials of the
Covishield vaccine was dispatched from the Serum Institute of India here in the early
hours of Tuesday, ahead of the
January 16 launch of the nationwide vaccination drive.
Amid tight security, three
trucks carrying the very first
consignment of the OxfordAstraZeneca Covid vaccine
left for Pune airport to be flown
to 13 locations across the
country today.
The locations include
Delhi, Karnal, Ahmedabad,

Chandigarh,
Lucknow,
Chennai,
Bengaluru,
Hyderabad, Vijayawada,
Bhubhaneshwar, Kolkata and
Guwahati.
Pune-based logistic firm
Kool-ex Cold Chain tasked
with ferrying the vaccine
stocks via tech-enabled trucks
laced with temperature control
feature ranging from -25 degrees to +25 degrees Celsius.
The first phase of the
COVID-19 vaccination drive in
the country is starting from
January 16. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi had earlier
said “We aim to vaccinate 30
crore people in the next few
months.”
Around 3 crore healthcare
workers and frontline workers
will be vaccinated in the first
phase of vaccination, he
added. In the second phase,
those above 50 years and
those under 50 years with comorbid conditions will be vaccinated, he further said.

Document Lost
I, the undersigned have lost my Admit Card and Marksheet of
Class-X passed Examination, bearing Roll No. 23435 of 2008,
conducted by BOSEM and also my Admit card and marksheet of
my class-XII passed examination of 2010 bearing Roll No 17595
conducted by COSHEM on the way between Canchipur to Imphal
on December 15, 2020.
Finders are requested to hand over thee same to the undersigned.
Sd/Salam Priyobarta Singh
Kakching Khunou Thingnam Leikai
Kakching District, Manipur.
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