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House passes Six Demands
Amounting to Rs, 525.16 Crores
IT News
Imphal, Feb 9:
On the fifth day of the ongoing 12th session of the 11th
Manipur Legislative Assembly today, the House passed
Demands for Grants amounting to a total of Rs,
525,16,60,000 (Five hundred
twenty five crores, sixteen
lakhs, sixty thousand) Only.
The Demand for Grants are Rs,
176,59,57,000 for State Legislature; Rs, 12,46,46,000 for
Council of Ministers; Rs,
186,71, 96,000 for Secretariat;
Rs, 32,33,39,000 for Transport;
Rs, 38,40, 99,000 for Co-operation and Rs, 78,64, 23,000 for
Relief and Disaster Management.
During the discussion for
demand for grants, Chief Minister N. Biren Singh assured
the house that a new regulated passengers’ fare of the
public transport will be notified soon. The previous notification regarding the passengers’ fare will be reviewed in
consultation with the concerned stakeholders. Appealing to the public, leader of the
house said that we should
adopt the habit of wearing
helmets and should follow

other traffic safety measures.
The government has started
campaigning for spreading
awareness for mandatory use
of such safety measures.
Responding to a cut motion by MLA O. Surjakumar,
Tra nsport
Minist er,
Vungzagin Valte said that the
process of registration of vehicles and application of driving licenses and other documents has been made
‘online’ for the convenience
of the public. A Traffic Regulation and Parking Committee
has been set up to monitor
the criteria for owning a vehicle. Having said that, he
also expressed concern that
the department currently has
233 vacancies in various
post, and it will be able to
carry out its responsibilities
only when there are enough
staff.
Regarding the current issue of traffic congestion in
Manipur, the transport minister said that there are a total of
4, 53,732 vehicles currently
registered at the department.
Among this, 80% of the vehicles are plying at valley area,
mainly at Imphal. This has remained as one of the major
reasons of traffic congestion

in the Imphal city.
On the other hand, replying to a cut motion by MLA O
Surjakumar, leader of the
House who is also the minister for Relief and Disaster
Management, N Biren Singh
stated that the department
played a significant role to
combat the COVID pandemic
since the very beginning. The
State Disaster Rapid Force
(SDRF) personnel were deployed to sensitive and
hyper-sensitive zones and
rendered their services when
the state was facing a critical
juncture due to the pandemic.
Earlier during the Question
Hour, Education Minister S
Rajen Singh, replying to a
supplementary question from
MLA O Surjakumar, said that for
the successful implementation
of the National Education Policy
(NEP), state task force and subtask force has been constituted.
There has been three sittings
of the force so far and has discussed the feasibilities of NEP
in the state. 120 posts of preprimary teachers will be recruited to train children between the age of 3-6.
Clarifying regarding the
opening of Integrated Teacher
Education Programme (4 years

Bed), Rajen informed the
House that the said
programme has been introduced already in five selected
colleges in the first phase. As
suggested by the NEP 2020,
forty-five colleges of the state
have been turned into multidisciplinary colleges with the
inclusion of various vocational courses.
During the calling attention
motion by MLA, O. Surjakumar
Singh, Education Minister, Shri
Rajen informed that the demands of Federation of Government College Teachers’ Association, FEGOCTA, for the
implementation of 7th Pay to
the college teachers will converted into action as soon as
possible. In this regard leader
of the house, N. Biren Singh
appealed to the agitating teachers to cooperate with the government and to come to the negotiating table in the larger interest of the student community.
On the fifth day of the Assembly Session, Deputy Chief
Minister, Y. Joykumar , who is
also in-charge of Finance laid
“The Manipur Banning Of
Unregulated Deposit Schemes
Rules, 2021” on the table of
the house.

Manipur’s Cyclist on a new journey for Better India
IT News
Imphal, Feb 9:
Cyclist Activist Rohan
philem has embarked another journey – Feeding the
Hungry. The campaign was
flagged of by Mr. Manoj
Bhattacharya (Ex-MP,RSP)
on Feb 5, 2021 at “ Manipur
Bhawan Kolkatta. The vision behind this campaign is
t o r ais e a war eness and
funds to fee d homeles s
people.
Since march 2020, when
the covid lockdown was imposed by the government
Rohan and his team Cycling
for Huma nity has b een
reaching out to people in

needs. The team is feeding
50…70 homeless people till
date. These includes intel-

lectually disabled, drug users and homeless.
In the absence of Rohan
his team is feeding the
homeless. We are a group of
youth who wants to bring
changes for the society. We
are not re lated w it h any
NGO’s and organizations.
We are trying to raise funds
for the homeless to feed. We
do received donations from
p eop le who s upport and
love us however, majority of
the funds are from the team
individuals. Also, I have
reached out to politicians
and ministers, they ha ve
made some contributions on
their individual capacity.
We als o need as sistance

from government, we want
t o continu e feed ing the
homeless but there is a limit
in what we can do. So, I have
s tarted this ca mp aign t o
give an awareness and to
raise funds for the homeless
and anybody who wants to
help are most welcome. Also,
I request everyone to support this campaign and make
a successful journey, said
Rohan.
In this campaign Rohan
is riding “Alpha Vect or,
ninety-one bicycle” and will
cover the golden quadrilateral of India (KolkataChennai- Mumbai- Delhi and
back to Kolkata) a feat of
more than 5000+ kms.
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Myanmar police fire into air to disperse
protest, three hurt by rubber bullets

Courtesy : Reuters
Yangon, Feb 9:
Police fired gunshots into
the air and used water cannon
and rubber bullets on Tuesday as protesters across
Myanmar defied bans on big
gatherings to oppose a military coup that halted a tentative transition to democracy.
At least three people were
hurt by rubber bullets in the
capital Naypyitaw, a doctor
said.
The Feb. 1 coup and detention of elected civilian leader
Aung San Suu Kyi has brought
the largest demonstrations in
more than a decade and a growing civil disobedience movement affecting hospitals, schools
and government offices.
Witnesses said police fired
guns into the air in Naypyitaw
as a crowd refused to disperse
on the fourth straight day of protests. One witness told Reuters
demonstrators ran away as guns
were fired into the air.
Police also fired rubber bullets, media reported, and a doctor said three of four wounded
people brought to his hospital
had been struck by rubber bullets.
Police had earlier fired water cannon at the protesters,
who responded by throwing
projectiles, the witness said.
Video from the town of
Bago, northeast of the commercial hub of Yangon, showed

police confronting a large
crowd and blasting them with
jets from water cannon.
Police arrested at least 27
demonstrators in the secondbiggest city of Mandalay, including a journalist, domestic
media organisations said.
The unrest has revived
memories of almost half a century of direct army rule until the
military began a process of
withdrawing from civilian politics in 2011, though it never
gave up its overall control over
the Suu Kyi’s civilian government after it won a 2015 election.
That transformation was
brought to a halt by the coup
that ousted the government as
it was preparing to begin its
second term in office after Suu
Kyi’s National League for Democracy (NLD) swept a November election.
“We are so disappointed
and so sad whenever we think
about why this has befallen us
again,” Yangon resident Khin
Min Soe said of the return of
military rule.
Promises on Monday from
junta leader General Min Aung
Hlaing to eventually hold a
new election in his first address
since seizing power drew scorn.
He repeated unproven accusations of fraud in the election
which he used to justify the
coup.
“We will continue to fight,”
youth
activist
Maung

Saungkha said in a statement,
calling for the release of political prisoners and the end of
“dictatorship”.
Activists are also seeking
the abolition of a 2008 constitution drawn up under military
supervision that gave the generals a veto in parliament and
control of several ministries,
and for a federal system in ethnically diverse Myanmar.
An older generation of activists who confronted the military in bloody 1988 protests
called for strike action by government workers for another
three weeks.
The civil disobedience
movement, led by hospital
workers, has resulted in a
plunge in coronavirus tests,
official testing figures showed.
Myanmar has suffered one
of the worst coronavirus outbreaks in Southeast Asia with
31,177 deaths from more than
141,000 cases.
The U.S. Embassy said it
had received reports of an 8
p.m. to 4 a.m. curfew in the two
biggest cities, Yangon and
Mandalay.
State media signalled possible action against the protests on Monday when it said
the public wanted rid of
“wrongdoers” and while orders banning gatherings of
more than four people have
been imposed, there has been
no elaboration from authorities.
Contd on page 4

Keibul Lamjao: The pride of Manipur today in deplorable state
By- Sh. Ajit
Imphal, Feb 9:
On the second edition for
the Keibul Lamjao National
Park 5th to 6th February All
Manipur Working Journalists
Union President Bijoy
Kakchitabam flag off from
Manipur press club.
We reached Keibul Lamjao
national park and then went
to another to search Sangai at
Khordak forest IB and reached
afternoon. After reaching
Khordrak forest IB, I walked
to the Keibul Lamjao national
park around 4 km and then saw
a tower. Nearby some Hog
deers and Sambars eating
newly sprouted grasses. And
I see some Sangai four to five.
They are very sensitive. And
again early in the morning at
3am I walked to the same place
and while waiting at Sangai
around 7 am i saw four to five
Sangai capture photos. Capturing a photo of Sangai is not

All Manipur Working Journalists
Union (AMWJU) organised under the
theme Know Your Sanctuaries and
Wetland from January 31 to February
28, 2021 at different districts of Wild
Life Sanctuary and Wetlands area of
Manipur
an easy thing because they are
very sensitive.
N Birchandra range forest
officer of the Keibul Lamjao
national park drawer attention
the Manipur Government that
the staffs are mostly casuals
and lack of man power they
fully cannot protect the hunter
. The hunter used Gun but the
staff did not have any gun so
the staff used stick to prevent
the hunter. When rainy season
national park is flood and the
Sangai and other animal mainly
stay at the pabot island in
Manipuri (Pabotching ) the

mani factor is Ethai barrage .
Its the pride of Manipur
and India so we need to protect this rear animal. it’s not the
responsibility for the Government but for the peoples also.
The keibul Lamjao National
park is fully surrounded by the
houses and anchorage land of
the park. Before the construction of the Loktak Hydro Electric Project, the phumdis floated
during flooding by backflow
from the Khordak River and
discharge from other streams
and small drain and settled
down on lake bed during dry

season when water was drawn
out through the same river.
This resulted in enhancing of
nutrients and minerals of the
phumdi vegetation from the
bottom of the lake during the
dry period. But this cycle has
been disturbed by the Loktak
Hydro Electric project. One
apprehension is that at some
stage the phumdis may not be
able to support the number of
the Eld’s deer or sangai deer.
The park Conservation
area comprises a core area of
40 sq km and the buffer of
Loktak Lake 140 sq km and
Pumlen pat 43 sq km. The area
along with buffer area is located in the southern part of
Bishnupur district and eastern
part of Thoubal district. The
largest area of the Phumdi in
the Loktak lake is in the Keibul
Lamjao National Park, which is
home to Manipur brow-antlered deer (Rucervus eldi
eldi) also popularly known as
the Sangai. The habitat exclu-

sively consists of floating
meadows and an elevated strip
of hard ground that dissects
the park into northern and
southern zones, which has
been declared RAMSER site.
We need to remember the
past history of who reported
Sangai on the international
platform. It’s a British officer
Lt Eld Percy. And Manipur is

indebted to Lt Eld Percy who
was Assistant to the Commissioner of Assam. From his report dated 21st May 1841 entitled “Further Notice of a
Nondescript of Deer Indicated” we know that he was
the first person to bring our
Sangai to the notice of the
people outside Manipur.
Though the deer was locally

known as Sangai, the name
was not listed in the Animal
Kingdom before 1841. The
deer was named Cervus eldi
eldi Mc Cleland 1842 to
honour Lt Eld Percy.
Sangai (Cervus
eldi
eldi McClelland, 1842), the
Manipur Sub-species is only
found in Keibul Lamjao National park.
However it is not an endemic species of the habitat.
Experiments prove that this
deer can thrive in different
coun-tries too.
Our Sangai differs from
other groups of deer in the
pillowing aspects. Antlers are
set in the head at right angles
to the pedicle. Brow tines form
a con-tinuous curve with the
beams. In most cases the opposite antlers are not symmetrical.
The pasterns are hairless, hard
and horny. Toes are somewhat
separable due to long adaptation to the swamp (Phumdi).
Contd on page 4
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A budget for V shaped recovery, V for Vindication
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat

All is well in the
making of new India
The essence of patriotism that runs through the veins of every common
man across the Globe is the reason behind the provocation for emergence of
populist ideological base government in almost all the countries. Patriotism
has been re-invented and the neo-narratives of the feelings now has been
concentrated on the strengthening of ‘I’, ‘We’, ‘Our’ and the land. These are
no fault of any persons or group of persons with political ideology, as the
world today is occupied by those which have stronger power in terms of
military might and economy dominations. These perhaps has provoked every
government of each country to act without concerning much about liberalization no matter that very country believes in democracy.
For over 70 years, India has been a confused nation with conflicts of
ideology. When the Congress party ruled the country, the left wing political
parties have their different views to the definition of India and for that reason
even after having a permanent government elected under democratic election
there were and are still armed movement against the system. The very idea of
India accepted by the Congress has been opposed by many hard liner patriots of the nation and thus the Right wing ideological based political parties
particularly the BJP takes not much time in re-defining the nation after coming
to power.
Left, Right or those in neither left nor Right political parties all have the
essence of patriotism runs to their blood but the way each political party
believe in making the nation independent and powerful are different. The
ideology of making India as a strong and welfare nation are not similar among
the Right Wing political groups like the BJP and the party like Congress.
Ironically, some liberal thinkers and scholars fear the dead of democracy
after the ruling Right wing regime started re-making a new India under their
own perception. People across the world has witness the present Right wing
political party which is running the government using all powers to make India
a country with all power vested to states under the quasi federal structures
bringing to the center. Besides, the party has change India as a country with
one Constitution and one National flags after the abrogation of the Article 370
from Jammu and Kashmir. Many thinks these a right move but some criticize it
as a move to distort the country into pieces.
It was hard time, but now majority of the people started accepting the BJP
ideas of new India. With Communication technology reached its peak every
happenings under the government running the country have started noticing
the difference between the Right Wing groups and those in the left as well as
those in the center but bends towards the left. Many have started agreeing
the idea of a new India being rebuilt by the Right Wing BJP led government.
The mandate of the 2014 Lok Sabha election and later in 2019 showed that
majority of the Indian are accepting the idea of new India being rebuilt by BJP
led government today.
In democracy people’s mandate is absolute on What India should be. As
of now there are many things despite all odds majority of the Indian are
favouring the Right wing leadership. It is possible because India is democracy. But there may be another times in the future that people might think that
the way of making a new India by the right wing regime is not acceptable and
that time another better group of people may comes up with a better ideology
of strengthening the country.
As of now, Right wing group BJP, which is leading the country is accepted
by majority of the Indians.

How coronavirus variants may drive
reinfection and shape vaccination efforts
By Erin Garcia de Jesus
Vaccine rollout in the United States has been undeniably slow. And while we
wait, worrisome new coronavirus variants are emerging, heightening the urgency to control the pandemic. Some variants, including ones first identified in
Brazil, South Africa and the United Kingdom, have mutations that help the
coronavirus evade parts of the immune system, raising the specter that some
people might face a second round of COVID-19.
All of this can make it feel like the pandemic has come full circle and that we
are back where we started. But even in the face of potential reinfections, the world
has a tool at its disposal that didn’t exist a year ago: effective vaccines.
Shots from Pfizer and Moderna have been authorized in the United States
since December 2020. Vaccines developed by Novavax and Johnson & Johnson
recently announced promising results (SN: 1/28/21; SN: 1/29/21). On February
4, Johnson & Johnson became the third company to apply for emergency use
authorization in the United States for its COVID-19 vaccine.
And preliminary data from AstraZeneca suggest that a single dose of its
vaccine may lower the number of people who test positive for the coronavirus
virus by 67 percent, possibly reducing the spread of the virus in the community,
researchers reported February 1 in Preprints with the Lancet. Curbing transmission is the holy grail of vaccine effectiveness: That would give the coronavirus
fewer chances to acquire potentially dangerous mutations (SN: 1/27/21). That,
in turn, could finally bring the end of the pandemic into view.
In the meantime, researchers are grappling with understanding the threat the
known mutations pose. Even if someone has antibodies to the coronavirus —
through a natural infection or a vaccine — some mutations can stymie the antibodies’ ability to latch onto the virus and prevent it from infecting cells. Though
antibodies make up only one part of the immune system’s arsenal to eliminate
viruses from the body, the variants’ ability to dodge the immune proteins could
put people who have already recovered from a bout of COVID-19 at risk of
getting infected again.
The first confirmed reinfection with SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes
COVID-19, was reported in August (SN: 8/24/20). There have been some documented cases of reinfection with new variants as well — including in Manaus,
Brazil and in an Israeli traveler to South Africa — although some details remain
unclear.
Reinfections are difficult to prove. Doctors need genetic evidence to show
that a distinct coronavirus strain caused each instance of infection. What’s more,
some people might never develop symptoms and remain unaware of a second
infection. As a result, researchers still don’t know how often people are reinfected
with the coronavirus.
Letters, Feedback and Suggestions to ‘Imphal Times’
can be sent to our e-mail : imphaltimes@gmail.com. For advertisement
kindy contact: - 0385-3590330 (O). For time being readers can reach
the office at Cell Phone No. 9862860745 for any purpose.

Since the past few days, a
phrase that had caught the fancy
of many people from both sides of
the political fence was “V shaped
recovery”. If I jog my mind, the last
time, the alphabet V had found itself amidst such anticipation was
when the artsy British Film “V for
vendetta” released. Before the
budget, many intellectuals from
opposite ideologies had advocated a “V for Vendetta” budget,
Increase the Income taxes, heavily
tax the corporates, decrease Government spending etc. But, if I
have to put a label on this budget,
I would call it “V for Vindication”
budget. This budget is sheer vindication of this Government’s approach towards economic revival.
What the Government has aimed
to achieve through this budget is
indeed courageous, it surely has
not missed the woods for the trees.
The budget came amidst a pandemic that had ravaged much of
the last year. The Indian economy
contracted by 7%, revenue dried
up, spending soared, demand
stalled, exports flattened and business investments came to a standstill. With the depletion of revenue, the only way by which the
country was kept afloat was Government expenditure. Much of this
expenditure was in providing food
grains to 800 Million people under
PM GaribKalyanYojana. In the face
of such fiscal challenge, any other
Government would have been on
its knees, pressured to overtly
please its constituents or take
recoursein economic patchwork.
But this Government accepted the
challenge of a burgeoning fiscal

deficit of 9.5% to focus on productive growth. The Government astutely increased capital expenditure, or expenditure to create productive assets by 26%, to an unprecedented 5.5 Lakh Crore while
decreasing the non-productive revenue expenditure substantially. An
increase in creation of productive
assets has a multiplier impact of
jobs and spending, thus this budget is much more than what meets
an untrained eye. When time called
for stepping up and taking responsibility for a revival, the Government took a brave stance and provided buoyancy to the other sectors to recover at its own expense.
This risk is indeed a certificate of
trust and appreciation that the Government has placed on the entrepreneurial spirit of its people.
When Covid disrupted everything, many countries went into
panic spending, while India spent
incrementally, this cautious yet
pragmatic approach coupled with
the foresight of the Government
saw India emerging as a lone
bright spot in the post Covid era.
The only thing that could further
augment investor confidence on
India was a dream budget, thus the
bull of the stock market has not
stopped running since. One logical question that followed was, if
the Government is not increasing
taxes then how will it be able to
fund this capital expenditure? The
answer lies in disinvestment, IPO’s
and unlocking the potential of assets that Government holds. Thus,
this budget has a disinvestment
target of 1.75 lakh crores, monetization of assets held by Govern-

ment and state’s PSU’s.
The Corona pandemic laid bare
before our eyes the inadequacy of
our health infrastructure, the world
feared absolute pandemonium but
the Government’s deft handling of
the pandemic left many global
opinion makers at loss of words.
In contrast to the western countries, India emerged victorious albeit with a realisation to
strengthen our health infrastructure, after all as the Honourable
PM
had
put
it
“JaanhaintohJahanhain”. The
Budget hiked the allocation for
health by a whopping 137% to 2.23
Lakh Crore, a one-time allocation
of 35,000 Crore for Corona vaccination coupled with a new scheme
“PM
AtmaNirbharSwasthya
Bharat Yojana” with an outlay of
64,6180 Crores will mark a paradigm
shift in the health systems of the
country. As a stamp of approval
for the Jal Shakti Ministry’s tremendous work of providing tap
connections to 3.3 Crore households, a number more than the total tap connections provided in the
last 70 years, 2,87,000 crores has
been allocated to JalJeevan Mission (Urban). 1.41 Lakh crore for
Swachh Bharat 2.0 for complete
faecal and waste water management will push India towards Holistic sanitation. Broadening the
ambit of providing social benefits
to every Households, the
UjwalaYojana has been given a
target of 1 crore more households.
The allocation of 16.5 Lakh Crore
to agricultural credit, allocation of
40,000 crore to rural infrastructure
fund, doubling the funds for mi-

cro irrigation and bringing 1000
more mandis into e-nam system are
statements of commitment towards
our annadatas.
The voluntary vehicular scrapping policy is the shot in the arm
that the automobile sector needed,
the phasing out of unfit vehicles
will generate new demand for the
auto industry which will translate
into massive benefits throughout
the value chain. The PLI scheme
worth 1.97 Lakh crore has been
broadened to 13 sectors, the confidence shown on manufacturers
in 2020 through PLI scheme was
well rewarded thus this year’s budget envisions India as a world class
manufacturing hub for the world.
Railways has been given the highest allocation of 1.1 Lakh crore
ever. The railways ensured that
transportation of goods went on
unhindered during the pandemic.
The resilience of the Indian railways was at full display and thus,
the railways is expected to chug
India forward in 2021.
The numerous steps taken for
the reinvigoration of Indian
economy in this year’s budget will
take much more ink and space then
possible, but one thing Is for sure,
the Government could have gone
for a survival budget, a recovery
budget, but it showed the gumption to think long term and went
for a growth budget, a resurgence
budget. India has finally unabashedly embraced growth, the budget
is one major step towards the cherished dream of the country, the
dream of AtmaNirbharta.
The writer is a Union Minister,
Ministry of Jal Shakti.

Union Budget 2021-22: Shifting Gears with Confidence
By Tarun Bajaj
“You cannot cross the sea
merely by standing and staring at
the water”
-Rabindranath Tagore
This quote epitomizes the endurance, resolve and resilience
shown by every Indian during a tumultuous year 2020. This spirit resonated in the recent performance of
the Indian team with Australia with
36 all out to a resolute draw to an
aggressive win! Union Budget
2021-22, rekindles this faith in the
promise and potential of 130 crore
Indians to perform and succeed. It
is an earnest attempt to shift gears
to ‘fuel’ the economy – a judicious
shift in strategy from disruption to
consolidation and now to acceleration.
Budget 2021-22 has been announced amidst a once-in-a-century global pandemic and following by a series of mini-budgets in
the year 2020-21 – primarily focussed on cushioning the vulnerable sections, alleviating corporate
distress and a continuum of reforms. Effective control of the pandemic with a robust recovery rate
and declining daily new cases has
receded the fears of a second wave.
Akin to the advent of the COVID
vaccine which ignites hopes on the
health front, Union Budget, 202122 has shifted gears and delivers a
booster dose on the economic front
with an all-out thrust on investment
and infrastructure spending.
Given the health sector taking
centre stage due to the pandemic,
the Budget, naturally, has enhanced the outlay by around 2.4
times as compared to last year budgeted outlays. More significantly,
it focuses on a holistic approach
towards health and well-being –
developing institutional capacities
in health care; improving nutritional
outcomes via Mission Poshan 2.0;
increasing availability of clean water and sanitation via JalJeevan
Mission (Urban) and Swachh

Bharat Mission; and reducing
stress on clean environment in urban centres by taking measures to
reduce pollution such as the voluntary scrapping policy to phase
out old and unfit vehicles. An
amount of Rs 35,000 crore has been
provided for roll-out of the COVID19 vaccine with a commitment to
provide additional funds if required.
The Budget recognizes that the
multiplier effects of public investment, especially in infrastructure,
crowd-in private investment and
raise the medium-term productive
capacity and growth potential. Capital Expenditure budgeted outlay for
FY22 has, accordingly, been raised
by 34.5 per cent over 2020-21 (BE)
– with a special focus on railways,
roads, urban transport, power,
telecom, textiles and affordable
housing amid continued emphasis
on the National Infrastructure Pipeline. This is besides the more than
Rs. 2 lakh crore that will go to states
and autonomous bodies with Central Grants. The capital expenditure
of CPSEs that should also see a big
increase than the current year will
add up to the booster dose of infra
spend. To fund the infra spend, various innovative measures have
been envisaged- new Development
Finance Institution, public infrastructure asset monetization pipeline, PPP in urban transport and
ports, debt financing of infrastructure investment trusts (InvITs) and
real estate investment trusts
(REITs), zero-coupon bonds by Infrastructure Debt Funds (IDFs) to
finance long-term infrastructure
projects and rationalisation of rules
for international Sovereign Wealth
funds and pension funds to invest
in infrastructure projects in India,
to mention a few.
The confidence to turn the ‘crisis’ into an opportunity is evident
in sustaining the momentum of
structural reforms. Various progressive steps for the financial sector,
including single Securities market

Code, privatisation of PSBs and
General Insurance Company, setting up of Asset Reconstruction
and Management Companies to address stressed loans of banks, ensuring adequate allocation for
recapitalisation of public sector
banks, promoting GIFT-IFSC as a
world-class fintech hub and increasing FDI limit in insurance from
49 percent to 74 per cent. These
measures on banks and insurance
companies would increase independence, bring in a professional approach, and will improve operational and financial efficiencies
within the banking and insurance
industries. A revamped reformsbased result-linked power distribution Scheme to equip DISCOMS
and promote competition in the
power distribution sector has also
been envisaged. This reform that
has perhaps not got its legitimate
space in the discussions is one of
the boldest reforms of the government that in one package brings in
efficiency, cost reductions and
ease of doing business. The PLI
scheme
announced
in
Aatmanirbhar Bharat is now further
strengthened with close to Rs.2
lakh croreallocation over the next
five years. A reinvigorated Disinvestment programme with a clear
delineated role for PSUs in four
strategic sectors further evinces
the resolve of Government to enhance the allocative and productive efficiency of invested capital.
The direct tax proposals in the
budget induce investment through
reducing compliance burden, faceless assessments and appeals, and
increasing exemption for startups
and One Person Companies. All
these steps are in line to promote
ease of doing business and encourage investments.
As the pandemic tested the
mettle of every section of the society and the economy, Government
spending cushioned the distress
and the contraction in the year

2020-21. An expected fiscal deficit
of 9.5 percent of GDP in 2020-21 and
6.8 percent in 2021-22 is a clear testimony to the resolve of the Government to lend transparency to its
accounts. This reflects a bold decision of clearing the food subsidy
and fertilizer subsidy arrears and
financing them through budgetary
outlays. The extra-budgetary resources for 2021-22 have been reduced to nil. These figures are, further, based on conservative and
realistic estimates of a nominal
growth of GDP at14.4 percent and
gross tax revenue growth of 16.7
percent – lending further credibility to the fiscal numbers. The return to fiscal consolidation is envisioned steadily to reach a fiscal
deficit of 4.5 per cent of GDP by
2025-26 on the back of higher realization of disinvestment and asset
monetization proceeds, improved
management of expenditures and increased compliance on taxation
front, as recently seen in month
wise GST collections reaching new
peaks. The Government remains
committed both to fiscal prudence
and to give the requisite impetus
to growth.
The Budget aims to rejuvenate
growth not only via enhanced
spending, but by targeting it towards the more productive capital
investment that generates both employment and boosts output in the
medium to long term. Keeping the
personal and corporate taxes unchanged is a step towards policy
consistency and supporting consumption demand. Swift roll-out of
the vaccine would, further, ignite
revival in contact-sensitive sectors.
In all, Budget 2021-22, treads a fine
balance in incentivizing all stakeholders in the economy to propel
growth and realize the sankalp of
an Aatmanirbhar Bharat – a land of
promise and hope ready to usher in
the new decade!
The writer is a Secretary, Department of Economic Affairs.
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Assam Rifles organises Mega Medical Maharashtra govt’s probe into celebrity
Camp and Employment Fair
tweets, BJP slams Government
IT News
Imphal, Feb 9:

By Raju Vernekar
Mumbai, Feb 9:

Mantripukhri Battalion
Assam Rifles under the aegis
of IGAR (South) organised a
medical camp and employment
fair at Chingarel Tejpur in
Imphal East District on yesterday.
Major General Alok
Naresh, Inspector General
Assam Rifles (South) inaugurated the event.
Sewing machines and
spraying machines were distributed during the event as
part of SADBHAVANA
project for women and youth
empowerment. Medical items
were also distributed to the
populace to help them in combating the COVID-19 pandemic.
Over 1500 people from
Chingarel Tejpur and other
nearby villages attended the
mega event through the day.
The villagers were made
aware about various precautions including hygiene and
sanitation methods to be practiced to combat COVID-19.
They were also briefed on the
planned COVID immunization
drive being organised in
Manipur by the State Government.
A number of medical specialists rendered their expertise during the free medical
checkup camp organized and

Maharashtra
Vikas
Aghadi (MVA) has ordered
investigation into tweets related to farm protests, by celebrities, including legendary
singer Lata Mangeshkar and
cricket maestro Sachin
Tendulakar, both Bharat
Ratna awardes..
The probe has been ordered by Maharashtra Home
Minister Anil Deshmukh on
the ground that most of the
tweets were identical and the
tweeters seem to be
prompted by some other person.
He said, “On January 26,
the scene changed all of a
sudden. There were efforts
made to discredit the farmers’
agitation. Farmers were holding a peaceful agitation and
now things are slowly coming out on how a conspiracy
was being hatched to malign
them.”
“Are these tweets posted
under some pressure? Were
they forced to do the same?
Our intelligence agencies will
look into it. How are the
tweets of Akshay Kumar and
Saina Nehwal the same? This
will be looked into. Suniel
Shetty’s tweet, wherein a BJP
leader is tagged, is before us
as well. And, the matter will
now be investigated,” said
Anil Deshmukh.
Deshmukh said that the
state government agencies
would probe whether celebrities such as Sachin
Tendulkar, actor Akshay
Kumar and shuttler Saina
Nehwal have posted messages on Twitter on the issues arising out of protest
against three farm laws un-

free prescribed medicines were
distributed to the people.
The medical camp was
aimed to alleviate the problems
of the local population having
limited access to medical facilities due to remoteness of the
location.
The Medical Camp initiative of Assam Rifles was supported by doctors from government and private hospitals
likely RIMS, JNIMS, SHIJA,
Raj Medicity etc who provided specialists medical advice and treatment in fields of
like gynaecology, eye, orthopaedics and surgery.
The Employment Fair witnessed participation of vari-

ous departments of State Government to include Fisheries,
Horticulture, Veterinary and
Social Welfare. Information
Kiosks of Manipur International University and private
firms like TATA Motors,
Bradford Aviation Academy,
Handloom/ Handicraft Vendors, Hotel Yaiphabha and
ICICI Bank were also established for spreading awareness
about employment opportunities available in these sectors
and private sector companies.
The aim was to provide
maximum exposure to the local youth at a single platform.
A total of twelve information
kiosks were established for

the event.
Major General Alok
Naresh, Inspector General
Assam Rifles (South) during
his interaction with locals
thanked them for their continuous support to Assam
Rifles in all arenas which enables the force to execute their
tasks efficiently while maintaining the motto of being the
true Friend of North East
People. He highlighted that it
is the endeavor of Assam
Rifles to provide requisite assistance for ensuring overall
socio-economic development
and establishment of lasting
peace and prosperity in
Manipur.

Career Guidance

Education System: Then and Now

By: Vijay GarG
Now education has become
‘so-called’ for every group because its teachings students
and the educators including parents don’t want to inculcate in
daily goings. The education
system is itself on the path of
ruining.
Education PerspectiveEducation has so many different meanings that vary from
people to people but according
to me, it is like magic which totally changes human personality and their way of thinking.
But this is working like black
magic because students, teachers and the system itself are mistaken the real meaning of this
powerful word “Education”.
Docent of EducationLike to build a house, one
must need bricks and cement in
the same way to build an education system teacher plays a crucial role. They are responsible
for the foundation of the system.
Teachers are the ones why
we have doctors, engineers,
policemen, and they are the ones
who tell the Art of Living to society. Like Goldsmith ignite Gold
at high temperature to obtain
lustre and to add shine to it, the
same is the relation between
Teacher and his disciple.
Today’s Situation of Teachers-StudentsBut today’s “Guru” became
Teacher and “Disciple” became

Student. The relation between
both has changed now. The
teachers took it as professional
work and students took it as an
offensive matter.
Lightening the PastMoving backwards to ancient time it was seen that the
relation between the two was full
of discipline, truth, and morality.
Like we need to do more
work in stirring the milk to get
butter likewise Guru works on
his disciple to give him his best
so that the younger generation
could understand the tradition
and perform to that high extent.
That time the Guru took care
of their disciples from giving
food to giving the place to live.
What’s happening in
PresentToday’s situation is totally
opposite as the medium of giving education became selfish.
They don’t treat their students
as their own son. They took it
as a medium to earn money.
Strategies of TeachersNowadays what strategies
teachers have adopted for the
sake of publicity is they started
leaking exam papers to their
students, giving them only selected questions which lead to
deteriorating the mind of students and the main outcome is
that they are unable to pass
the competitive exam where
everyone to everything is unknown.
Students Then and NowIt’s not worth to blame only
one group; students also have
an equal partnership.
They forget how to behave
with their teachers. Going back
and observing the conditions
disciple treat their Guru as their
father and respect them like anything.
Education System in Ancient timeThe recent education sys-

tem changed a lot from the education which is given during
ancient times.
Students before many years
were taught to learn Vedas, Science, and Mathematics. Teachers were not allowed to take any
fees from their students if doing
so was considered as a sin.
The medium of giving lessons was oral. Students were
totally depending on their teachers for study.
Rules of Ancient Time
StudyThe age of a student at that
time to start the education was
5 years by performing several
rituals and leaving their home.
Students gave respect to their
teachers and not grab higher
seats than teachers.
After the end of the course,
to honour the educator student
pay thanks to them as GURU
DAKSHINA. Ending the
course didn’t mean that they
have no right to come to their
educator for queries; they are
free to come, ask and meet with
their teachers.
At that period this was a
long-lasting relation. That time
people took education mandatory for the well-being of the
society.
Major Issue of Modern EducationBut today’s scenario has
completely changed. Nowadays
teachers in the school are not
educated enough to provide
quality education to students.
What they are doing is that
after completing their school life
they go to become a teacher and
the interesting fact is that
schools itself are interested in
appointing these teachers so
that they would expense less.
Cons of TechnologyIt is said that teachers are
like potters who give shape to
clay but if potter himself leaves
clay to take its shape, is it pos-

sible! A big NO to this. But that
is what teachers and professors
are doing right now with their
students.
They don’t want to take
classes seriously and guide their
students properly. Teachers ask
their students to get depend on
technology like Google and so
on.
Without giving a proper lecture on a topic students were
told to read books. This is an
advantage of the growing technology which they are taking.
Hot problem to be discussedHow do you feel in your
home if your favourite place gets
reserved by your brother, sister
or anyone else?
This is exactly what is going on in our education system
i.e. Reservation. In some aspects, it is right as some communities were exploited everywhere but it has a major drawback as due to this system many
deserving candidates don’t get
the real fruit of their hard work
and somehow this leads to
casteism also.
A Good SightThe education system of
today has some good points
which need to be highlighted.
Everyone has the right to
get an education. More stuff to
read and understand the things
than before. More facilities are
there if compared to the ancient
one.
Yourself, Your Dreams,
Your PassionDreams, what a beautiful
word it is and everyone wants
to fulfil their dreams but there is
an immediate need to understand the strategy behind fulfilling dreams.
Students need to work
smartly to get what they want
otherwise others can take advantage of them to fulfil their
dreams. So continue that path
which leads to your dreams.

der any pressure.
The Congress spokesperson Sachin Sawant alleged
that celebrities tweeting on
the farmers’ agitation in response to international pop
icon Rihanna’s tweet are doing so under pressure from
the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP).
However the (MVA)
government’s decision to
probe ‘identical’ tweets
posted by various celebrities
of farmers’ protest controversy has come under Opposition attack.
Hours after Deshmukh ordered an investigation in celebrity tweets, BJP leader and
former Maharashtra chief
minister Devendra Fadnavis
questioned
the
state
government’s sanity. He said
that the MVA government
had lost all its senses as it
ordered a probe against
Bharat Ratnas like Lata
Mangeshkar and Sachin
Tendulkar.
“Has this MVA Govt lost
all its senses? MVA should feel
ashamed while using the word
‘probe’ for BharatRatnas! Actually, now it seems necessary
to probe the mental state and
stability of the ones who made
such demand and of people
who ordered probe against our
Bharat Ratnas!” Fadnavis said
in a tweet.
In another tweet, the
former CM claimed that such
a probe was ‘disgusting and
highly deplorable’. “Where is
your Marathi Pride now?
Where is your Maharashtra
Dharma? We will never find
such ‘ratnas’ (gems) in the
entire nation who order probe
against Bharat Ratnas who
always stand strong in one
voice for our nation,” he said.

Another BJP leader, Ram
Kadam, produced a collage of
tweets with similar wordings
and asked if such tweets
would also be investigated.
“Congress leaders and the
Maharashtra government
should carefully read the
tweets of the following celebrities. All are in the language
of Congress. Will you take
action against all these celebrities now? Why bother our
Lata Didi and Sachin?
Ram Kadam tweeted in
Marathi.
However
Congress
spokesperson Sachin Sawant
said that the investigation is
against the BJP, and not the
celebrities. “The BJP is trying
to deliberately twist the issue.
We have demanded probe of
BJP not celebrities. Why BJP
is keeping mum on why tweets
of Akshay Kumar and Saina
Nehwal are matching with
each other? Why Suniel
Shetty tags his tweet to a BJP
office bearer? Why BJP is
scared of probe?” Sawant alleged that the BJP had the
capacity to arm twist the celebrities in to tweeting in its
favour.
“There is a great possibility that some celebrities may
have been arm-twisted by
BJP? Those need to be given
protection. Those who have
opined on their own their
opinion must be respected.
BJP is capable of pressuring
celebrities. Hence, this possibility must be ruled out. It is
the duty of the MVA government to provide atmosphere
where every individual can exercise their right of freedom
of speech without any pressure, even if the pressure is
from the Modi government,”
Sachin Sawant’s tweets said.

Assam Rifles hosts Veteran Mela
IT News
Imphal, Feb 9:
To honour the veterans of
Assam Rifles & Indian Army
of Tamenglong district , a Veteran Mela was organised by
a Assam Rifles battalion under the aegis of sector 22
Sect/ IGAR(East) on yesterday. The event was graced
with the presence of Major
General Ranjit Singh, SM,
VSM IGAR(East) who inaugurated the Mela. About 50

Assam Rifles
promotes Fit
India Movement
IT News
Imphal, Feb 9:
Kakching Battalion Sector
Assam Rifles under the aegis of
HQ IGAR(South) promotes Fit
India Movement with an aim to
foster individual wellbeing, societal development and global
peace through Art of Living
Course being conducted in
Kakching from February 08 to 14.
In consonance with the Fit
India Movement initiative, Assam
Rifles is determined to introduce
Art of Living Courses to the
troops with an aim to help them
lead a stress-free and healthy life.
Post the conduct of the AOL
course, Kakching Battalion aims
to disseminate the learning outcomes of the course to the locals
and youths of Kakching in times
to come.

Ex-servicemen alongwith
their dependents attended
the event.
A cultural event was
organised for the veterans in
which a story depicting the
life of Rani Gaidinliu, the
great freedom fighter of
Tamenglong district who was
conferred the Title “Rani” &
addressed as “Daughter of
the Hills” by First Prime Minister PanditJawaharLal Nehru
was also showcased to the
audience in form of skit. The
efforts & sacrifice made by
Rani Gadinliu for achieving
the independence and for

social upliftment of the
Zeliangrong community was
deliberated upon in the skit.
Addressing the gathering
IGAR(East) emphasised
upon the importance of role
of veterans in improving the
society. He stated that
Assam Rifles is committed to
bring peace & harmony in the
north east for which every
possible assistance is being
provided to local populace
especially our veterans by
Assam Rifles. He acknowledged the significant contribution of veterans towards
the nation building.

SMART CARD LOST
I have lost my Smart Card for Maruti Car (purple colour),
bearing Registration No. MN06LA-1970, issued by DTO,
Imphal East in between Thoubal Bazar to Imphal on January 6,
2021 at around 10:30 a.m.
Finder are requested to hand over the same to the undersigned.
Sd/Okram Debajit Singh
Thoubal Okram Maning Leikai,
Thoubal District, Manipur
Contact No. 97742123010

DOCUMENT LOST
I, Hasina Begum have lost my original Marksheet of High
School Leaving Certificate (External) Examination, 2016 issued
by BOSEM bearing Roll No. 1036 on the way between
Mullargoan to Jiribam bazaar on 28th January 2021.
Finder are requested to hand over the same to the undersigned.
Sd/Hasina Begum
D/o, Md. Rostum Ali
Mullargoan, Jiribam
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Massive rescue operation launched to evacuate
Discussions on budget underway in Rajya
trapped workers from Tapovan tunnel in Uttarakhand Sabha; HM Amit Shah informs house
about rescue operations in Uttarakhand

Agency
New Delhi, Feb 9:

Massive search and rescue
operation is underway to save
trapped workers from the
Tapovan tunnel in Chamoli district of Uttrakhand.
The state government has
officially confirmed that 197
workers remain missing in the
flash flood since Sunday. The
rescue team has so far recovered 26 bodies and was successful in evacuating 12 persons
trapped in a tunnel.
A major rescue operation is
underway involving the ITBP,
Army, SSB, State Disaster Response Force and National Disaster Response Force - are
working round the clock to find
trapped workers.
Chief Minister Trivendra
Singh Rawat has arrived in
Chamoli to assess the rescue
operation. He held the meeting
with a senior officer last night
there.
A flash flood in river
Rishiganga created havoc near
Reni village in district Chamoli.
The Rishiganga and Tapovan

power projects were badly affected by the disaster.
Providing a new theory on
the flash flood, the Indian Institute of Remote Sensing (a
constituent unit of Indian
Space Research Organisation)
claims that the flash flood took
place after a landslide triggered a snow avalanche. The
institute rejects the earlier

PM Modi says Minimum
Support Price and APMC
Mandis will continue
Agency
New Delhi, Feb 9:
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has asserted that the new
farm laws will usher in development of the small and marginal farmers in the country.
Replying in the Rajya Sabha
yesterday to the discussion on
the Motion of Thanks on the
President’s Address, Mr. Modi
said, the farm laws aim at fulfilling the aspirations of over 12
crore small and marginal farmers. Highlighting a series of reforms and schemes introduced
by the Centre, he said, the NDA
Government remains committed
to its promise of empowering
the poor and farmers. Mr. Modi
said, by increasing the ambit of
Fasal Bima Yojana in 2014,
claims worth 90 thousand crore
rupees have been settled benefitting small farmers in the
country.
He mentioned that nearly
one lakh 15 thousand crore rupees have been directly transferred into the accounts of the
farmers under the PM-KISAN
scheme. The Prime Minister
said that the Kisan Rail and
Kisan Udan Scheme have been
introduced by the government
to help farmers reach out to
larger and more profitable mar-

kets.
Taking a sharp jibe at the
Opposition’s demand of withdrawing the farm laws, Mr.
Modi emphatically asserted
that hindrances never help
achieve development. He said
not only the NDA Government
but also the earlier regimes
have time and again advocated
for reforms in the agri sector.
The Prime Minister said, it
is natural to witness differences whenever some revolutionary reform is introduced.
Referring to similar agitations
when the Green Revolution
was implemented in the country, he thanked the undeterred
belief of the former Prime Minister Lal Bahadur Shashtri
which, he said, led to the successful implementation of the
game changing reforms.
The Prime Minister reassured everyone that Minimum
Support Price (MSP) will continue and the new farm laws
do not undermine the APMC
Mandis in any way. He said
that the budget this year has
in fact laid special emphasis to
modernize the APMC Mandis.
The Prime Minister also
said that the affordable ration
scheme benefitting over 80
crore people in the country will
also continue.

Over 62 lakh 59 thousand
people administered COVID-19
vaccines in the country so far
Agency
New Delhi, Feb 9:
A total of over 62 lakh 59 thousand people have been administered Covid-19 vaccines in the
country so far. Union Health Ministry said that more than four lakh
46 thousand people have been
inoculated with Covid-19 doses
in the last 24 hours.
Meanwhile, the country’s
COVID-19 recoveryrate improved
to 97.25 per cent with the recovery of more than 14 thousand
people in the last 24 hours. The
Ministry said that more than one

crore five lakh patients have already recovered from this disease.
Presently, the total number of active cases in the country is one
lakh 43 thousand 625 which comprises only 1.32 per cent of the
total positive cases.
A total number of nine thousand 110 new cases have been
reported in the country in the past
24 hours taking the cumulative
positive cases to over one crore
eight lakh. The Health Ministry
said, 78 deaths have also been
reported during the last 24 hours
taking the toll to over one lakh 55
thousand across the country.

theory of the disaster taking
place due to glacier burst.
Union Power and New &
Renewable Energy Minister RK
Singh has said that officials of
the NTPC, THDC, and SJVNL
will study about the disaster on
images provided by the ISRO.
After returning from the disaster-hit areas, Mr Singh said that
financial assistance is being
provided to the dependents of
the deceased by the State Government as well as Centre.
In Uttarakhand Chief Minister Trivendra Singh Rawat
has conducted an aerial survey of disaster-hit areas of
Chamoli today. He met the villagers and assessed the damage following the calamity, He
also met the injured people who
were rescued and admitted to

ITBP Hospital at Joshimath.
Meanwhile, 28 bodies have
been recovered so far and the
rescue operation is underway
on a war footing by the Military, ITBP, NDRF, SDRF, and
State Police.
In Uttarakhand Chief Minister Trivendra Singh Rawat
has conducted an aerial survey
of disaster-hit areas of Chamoli
today. He met the villagers and
assessed the damage following
the calamity, He also met the
injured people who were rescued and admitted to ITBP
Hospital at Joshimath.
Meanwhile, 28 bodies have
been recovered so far and the
rescue operation is underway
on a war footing by the Military, ITBP, NDRF, SDRF, and
State Police.

Agency
New Delhi, Feb 9:
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah has assured that the centre is taking every possible
step to rescue people and bring
back life to normalcy in the
Chamoli
district
of
Uttarakhand following the destruction caused by the avalanche that occurred on Sunday. In his statement made in
the Rajya Sabha today, Mr.
Shah informed that the state
government has said that the
floods don’t pose a risk to the
low lying areas anymore. He
said, the water level is receding
in the area. Mr. Shah informed
that the avalanche occurred 5
thousand 600 metres above the
sea level. He said 12 people of
the NTPC project in the area
have been rescued along with
15 others of the Rishi Ganga
Project. In a tunnel of a different
project of NTPC, he said, nearly
25-35 people are likely to be

stuck for which securing missions have almost reached the
end of the tunnel to evacuate
them.
The Union Home Minister
informed that the state government has announced assistance
of 4 lakh rupees for the families
of people who lost their lives.
Mr. Shah said, as the flood
washed away an important
bridge in the area, connection
to 13 small villages in the region
has been lost. He said food and
medical supply is being sent to
these cut off areas through helicopters. Mr. Shah said that as
per the reports available till 5 in
the evening yesterday, 20
deaths have been reported. He
also informed that 197 people
have also been found missing
which includes 139 people working in the NTPC projects in the
area and other 46 working in the
Rishi Ganga project. Mr. Shah
said the debris at the mouth of
the tunnel has been cleared by

the Army after an overnight operation. He said, the centre is
constantly monitoring the situation in the area and the Prime
Minister is himself taking stock
of the evolving situation round
the clock. The Home Minister
has also informed that 450 personnel of ITBP, 5 teams of
NDRF, 8 Army teams, 1 Navy
team, 5 IAF helicopters, 1 team
of Seema Suraksha Bal along
with 1 team of DRDO scientists
are on the spot and working in
the rescue and relief operation.
He said , out of the 1 thousand
41 crore rupees allotted for
Uttarakhand under the State Disaster Relief Fund in the Budget of financial year 2020-21, the
first instalment of 468 crore rupees has already been sanctioned for the state to aid the
relief work. The members of the
Upper House stood for one
minute in silence to mark their
tribute to those who lost their
lives in the avalanche tragedy.

AR conduct cleanliness drive and
promotes Swachh Bharat Mission
IT News
Imphal, Feb 9:
Joupi Battalion Assam
Rifles under the aegis of HQ
IGAR(South) conducted a
cleanliness drive at Joupi and
neighbouring
villages
alongwith local populace as

part of Swachh Bharat Mission
in Chandel District of Manipur
on yesterday.
45 locals of Joupi and
neighbouring villages enthusiastically participated in
the cleanliness drive which
was aimed at spreading the
awareness regarding the im-

portance of Cleanliness and
various Government initiatives.
A brief lecture on ‘Importance of Cleanliness’ was also
organised with an aim to encourage the youth and to promote awareness about health
and sanitation.
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Myanmar police fire into air.....
In his first televised address as junta leader on Monday, Min Aung Hlaing said the
junta would form a “true and
disciplined democracy”, different to previous eras of military
rule, which brought years of
isolation and poverty.
“We will have a multiparty
election and we will hand the
power to the one who wins,”
he said. The electoral commission had dismissed his accu-

sations of fraud in last year’s
ballot.
Min Aung Hlaing gave no
time frame but the junta has
said a state of emergency will
last one year.
Western governments
have widely condemned the
coup, although there has been
little concrete action to press
the generals.
New Zealand has suspended all high-level political

and military contact and will
ensure aid does not benefit the
military and impose a travel
ban on its leaders.
A Singapore businessman
plans to exit his investment in
a Myanmar tobacco firm linked
to the military, joining Japanese drinks giant Kirin Holdings which last week scrapped
its Myanmar beer alliance.
The U.N. Security Council
has called for the release of

SuuKyi and other detainees.
The U.N. Human Rights Council will hold a special session
on Friday to discuss the crisis
at the behest of Britain and the
European Union.
Suu Kyi won the Nobel
Peace Prize in 1991 for campaigning for democracy and
spent nearly 15 years under
house arrest.
The 75-year-old faces
charges of illegally importing

six walkie-talkies and is being
held in police detention until
Feb. 15. Her lawyer said he has
not been allowed to see her.
The U.S. State Department
said it tried to reach her but
was denied.
Suu Kyi remains hugely
popular
at
home
despitedamage to her international reputation over the
plight of theMuslim Rohingya
minority.

Keibul Lamjao: The pride of Manipur.....
The stags (males) have
coarse hairs and development.
The hinds (females’ are small and
have fine hairs. The stags are
pugnacious; in fact, many of
them were found with scratches
on the head or blind of an eye.
The hinds are of a slender body
with a smooth coat. These
Sangais throw their heads back
more than other deers before
moving or running to avoid the
danger of getting their antlers entangled in the tall reeds. This pose
becomes a long carried habit in
their habitat. Probably early writers ignored this reasoning and
assumed that the deer looked at
them while running as testified
by Lt. Col. H. S. Wood who wrote,
“The Manipuri Deer is full of curiosity. The Manipuri name is
Sangai or the animal that looks at
you”.
The deer (stag) stands about
4 ft at the shoulder. There is seasonal change in their colouration,
from brown in the winter to
chest-nut in the summer. The
muzzle is more or less white as
are the insides of its ears. The
stags shed their antlers in late
June seasonally. (These shedded
antlers properly investigated reveal the age of the stag). New

antlers grow in velvet till November when they become full sized.
In December the antlers become
clear of velvet. The antlers are
then hardened and remain so till
early June.
The antlers are strong in the
rutting season. It seems to indicate that we cannot rule out
some hormone activity in
con-nection with the shedding
of the antlers. Because prior to
the rutting sea-son the deer
sharpen its antlers by opening
the velvet with the help of some
hard tree trunk. On the other
hand the hinds shine their hairs
by rubbing the body on the
grass field. This phenomenon
can only be ob-served in a particular month of the year.
An odoriferous fluid is secreted in the tear pits beneath
the eyes and four toes on both
front and hind feet of the stag
as well as the hind. The smell of
this fluid helps stags or hinds
to track its partner of the
oppo-site sex during the mating
season. Female gives only one
offspring rea-ching prime at
about 6-7 years.
Concern about the dwindling numbers of our unique
SANGAI had already been ex-

pressed as early as 1934. J. C.
Higgins wrote. In 1951 it had the
nerve to report, ‘’enquiries have
been made by the Forest Department and it has been found
that this deer has become totally
extinct and no live specimen is
now available.”
However, much to the chagrin of the Government, of
Manipur, the combined efforts
of E. P. Gee, a naturalist, Lt. Colonel R.W. Burton and P. D.
Stracey (the then Senior Conservator of Forests, Government

of Assam) in 1952-1953 succeeded in proving that Sangai
was not extinct as has been
falsely asserted, by the Government, of Manipur.
It is a tragic twist of fate that
the Sangai has found its saviours
in the International Survival
Commission. Here In its natural
habitat it has been hunted down
indiscriminately. As a result this
rare species is nearly extinct today. It is now high time that the
people and the Government of
Manipur realized the urgency of

preserving this rare species
called Rucervus eldi eldi. Should
we through rank igno-rance or
extreme callous-ness, allow this
species to become extinct it will
be a mark of shame that we will
have to carry to our graves.
Biodiversity is the living gold
of mankind today’s healthy
biodiversity is tomorrow’s
healthy generation. Let’s keep
all hopes of our survival on
biodiversity conservation and
save biodiversity for our survival.

Shaphee Lanphee Crafts
Exhibition
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