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Engaged faculty and non teaching staffs of
DMU stage protest; demands removal of VC

Minister O. Lukhoi flags off
consignment of Chak-hao

IT News
Imphal Feb 5:

IT News
Imphal, Feb 5:

Engaged faculty and non
teaching staffs of the
Dhanamanjuri University today launched a cease work
strike and staged protest
against the order issued by the
VC in charge for recruitment
of regular faculties by sidelining the service of the engaged
faculties as well as the staffs.
The engaged staffs who
have been sacrificing for the
survival of the University
while denouncing the notification issued by the VC for
recruitment of fresh regular
staffs strongly denounced
that act and demanded immediate removal of the VC.
In the protest staged at
DMC multipurpose hall, the
striking faculties and the non
teaching staffs strongly oppose the notification for recruitments of regular faculties
and staffs by sidelining those
engaged staffs and faculties.
President of the DM University Engaged staff Association Naorem Romikanta
said that the association will
not tolerate such injustice to
the engaged staffs which

Minister for Agriculture,
Manipur, Oinam Lukhoi Singh
today flagged off a consignment
of 2.1 metric tonnes of Chak-hao
(Aromatic Black Rice) amounting to Rs.2.52 lakhs from Organic Outlet Sanjenthong. It will
be airlifted to M/S Farm Flavors,
Gujarat, which is a national
buyer by Rima Food Industries,
Lamlong, Imphal East.
Addressing the Media,
Minister O. Lukhoi expressed
that as Chak-hao is one of the
most popular rice varieties in the
country, all concerned stakeholders namely Department of
Agriculture, Manipur, Manipur
Organic Mission Agency
(MOMA), Mission Organic
Value Chain Development for
North
Eastern
Region
(MOVCDNER) amongst others
are constantly working for the
promotion of this indigenous
rice and also to increase its pro-

makes possible the existence
of DMU.
Imphal Times had also earlier put up question about the
fate of the students earlier . this
paper in its editorial had stated
that as the university completes its more than two years
of existence, the onus lies on
the authority to come out with
a clear explanation on who
constitutes the teaching and
non-teaching staffs of DMU.
In case of its failure to answer,
a technical crisis over its identity would put the fate of the
post-graduate courses run in
the university at risk for the
simple fact that no teachers

have been legally assigned to
deliver such an academic activity. Another aspect of the
identity crisis of DMU has reportedly come from its technical inability fulfil the criteria 12
(B) of the NAAC. The crisis is
seemingly large because
NAAC in its proposed assessment is to treat the institute
(DMU) not as a college but as
a University. For instance, under the provisions of 12 (B),
any institute applying for
NAAC accreditation needs to
submit a list of its teaching faculties. The tragedy is that DMU
as a university that has no list
of such approved teachers.

Since DMU cannot fulfil the 12
(B) requirements, the status of
DMU as a full-fledged University to be recognised by University Grants Commission is
for sure to have procedural
complications. The repercussions have been more significantly felt by the poor students
of the university while accessing their rightful scholarships
under UGC.
There will be various question mark to the fate of those
students if in case new recruitments without absorbing the
engaged faculties leaving
aside the fate of the University itself.

Ex-Tempore Competition on the topic drug abuse held
IT News
Imphal, Feb 5:
LilongHaoreibi College Internal Quality Assurance Cell
(IQAC), NSS, NCC and Youth
Red Cross (YRC) units in association with the Thoubal District
Committee on NashaMukt
Bharat Campaign and District
Social Welfare Office, Thoubal
has organized an Ex-Tempore
Competition for students on the
theme prevention of illicit drug
trafficking, substance and drug
abuse today, the 4th February

2021 at the College Multipurpose
Hall.
Adhyaksh
of
ThoubalZilaParishad Smt.
Hasina Begum, LilongHaoreibi
College Principal Dr. Raheijuddin
Sheikh, former Principal of the
College Dr. K. Kunjani Devi,
Thoubal District Social Welfare
Officer A. Kameshwar Singh,
Thoubal District Committee on
NashaMukt Bharat Campaign
member YumnamLakshman
Singh, Thoubal District Red
Cross Society Secretary K.
Sadananda Singh attended the
function as Chief Guest, Presi-

dent and Guests of Honour respectively. The ex-tempore competition participated by 12 students based on topics picked up
by lottery system was examined
by a panel of four judges.
MsMuskura of BVoc agriculture
stood first position, Ms. Safina
of BA first semester stood second position and Mr. MM Sahid
of BA 5th semester stood third
position. Ms. KhHussaini of BA
5 th Semester and Ms.
ZakariyaBanu of BA 3rd Semester won the consolation prizes.
Later, the Principal of the

College Dr.Raheijuddin Sheikh
declared LilongHaoreibi College
a drug free college under the
NashaMukt Bharat Campaign
under Ministry of Social Justice
and Empowerment in the presence of the members on the dais,
IQAC coordinator Ng.
Pikeshwore Singh, NSS
Programme Officers Dr. Th.
Umabati Devi and Dr. Md.
Riyazuddin Khan, NCC CTO Dr.
L.Dorendro Singh, YRC unit
Nodal Officer Md. Sahid Khan,
teachers and students of the
college.

Awareness programme on drugs abuse held at Bishnupur district
IT News
Imphal, Feb 5:
A one day awareness program on Drugs entitled “community outreach and identification on dependent population”
was conducted at Advance Intermediate College , Moirang
Thamnapokpi Bishnupur, today. The program is organized
taking the advantage of reopening of educational institution in
post Covid unlock situation,
The program was a part of
the Nasha Mukt Bharat Campaign Bishnupur District aiming to make the district free
from drug menace. J.Jotish
Singh DSWO Bishnupur, K.
Pradipkumar
chief
Functionery Social Upliftment
Association, L. Suranjay secy
PARDA and Dineswor Singh
vice principal of the college
were the presidium members.
During the programme 50
students of XI standard participated the program.
At the end of the program
the gathering declared the Advance Intermediate College to
be a Psychoactive substance
(Drugs) addictive substances
which are harmful to physical

and mental health in their life.
The speakers empathised
that for controlling the drug
menace , community should

be aware about drugs users
issues with empathy and
bring the users at “ Integrated Rehabilitation Centre

for Addicts” (IRCA) which is
a MSJE supported centre to
avail free treatment and counselling services.
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duction in order to meet the high
demands.
He further informed that
Manipur Organic Mission
Agency (MOMA) along with
the Department of Agriculture,
Government of Manipur is facilitating Rima Food Industries
on marketing of Chak-hao to
different parts of the country
and also abroad. This firm has
been provided with financial
assistance of establishment of
a Processing Unit of Ckak-Hao
under Mission Organic Value
Chain Development for North

Eastern Region (MOVCDNER),
Lukhoi asserted.
Rima Food Industries has
also marketed value added products of Chak-hao namely Chakhao POWDER, Chak-hao TEA
and Chak-hao KHEER of various packing sizes to buyers of
inside and outside State, he
added.
Commissioner, Agriculture
Department, M. Joy Singh,
Nodal Officer (MOVCDNER),
Radhapyari and officials of the
Department also graced the occasion.

Revenue Deficit Grant of Rs. 6,195
crore released to 14 States.
PIB
New Delhi, Feb 5:
The Department of Expenditure, Ministry of Finance
has released monthly Post
Devolution Revenue Deficit
(PDRD) Grant of Rs. 6,195.08
crore to the States. This was
the 11 th instalment of the
PDRD grant released to the
States.
So far, an amount of Rs.
68,145.91 crore has been released to eligible States as
Post Devolution Revenue
Deficit Grant in the current financial year. State-wise details of the grant released this
month and total amount of
Post Devolution Revenue
Deficit Grant released to the
States in 2020-21 is annexed.
The Post Devolution Revenue Deficit Grants are provided to the States under Article 275 of the Constitution.
The grants are released in

monthly instalments as per the
recommendations of the Fifteenth Finance Commission to
meet the gap in Revenue Accounts of the States post
devolution. The Commission
has recommended PDRD
grants to 14 States.
The eligibility of States to
receive this grant and the
quantum of grant was decided
by the Commission based on
the gap between assessment
of revenue and expenditure of
the State after taking into account the assessed devolution for the financial year 202021. The Fifteenth Finance
Commission has recommended a total Post Devolution Revenue Deficit Grant of
Rs. 74,341 crore to 14 States in
the financial year 2020-21. Out
of this, an amount of Rs.
68,145.91 crore (91.66%) has
been released so far.
The States that have been
recommended Post Devolu-

tion Revenue Deficit Grant by
the Fifteenth Finance Commission are: Andhra Pradesh,
Assam, Himachal Pradesh,
Kerala, Manipur, Meghalaya,
Mizoram, Nagaland, Punjab,
Sikkim, Tamil Nadu, Tripura,
Uttarakhand and West Bengal.

College teachers wants
students’ union support
to their demand
IT News
Imphal, Feb 5:
The College teachers’ body
FEGOCTA today openly
sought students’ support to the
ongoing agitation for demand
of the implementation of the 7th
pay commission. The teachers’
body staged sit-in-protest demonstration at NG College and GP
College today. They threatens
class boycott but said that if
students’ bodies support they
will think about it.

“Fixed deposit, loan interest rate may go up from April”
IT Correspondent
Mumbai, Feb 5:
With Reserve Bank of India planning to restore the
Cash Reserve Ratio (CRR) of
banks to the earlier level of 4%,
the interest rate on fixed deposits is expected to go up, as per
the statement on developmental and regulatory policies
(Part-B) of the monetary policy
released by RBI on Friday.
The RBI had reduced CRR
by 100 basis points due to
COVID-19 pandemic till 26
March 2021. On a review of
monetary and liquidity conditions, it has been decided to
gradually restore the CRR in
two phases in a non-disruptive manner to 3.5 per cent effective from March 27, 2021
and 4.0 per cent effective from
May 22, 2021. The CRR
normalisation opens up space
for variety of market opera-

tions of the RBI to inject additional liquidity, RBI Governor
Shaktikanta Das said.
But this restoration of
CRR the rate of interest on
loans is expected to go up,
since banks’ cost of fund are
likely to increase post- CRR
revision and they are likely to
pass on that cost increase to
borrowers. The CRR was maintained at 4% level from February 2013 to January 2020. Now
RBI wants to restore it to
long-term level of 4%.
The meeting of the Monetary Policy Committee (MPC)
was held on 3rd, 4th and 5th
February, 2021 and deliberated
on current and evolving macroeconomic and financial developments, both domestic
and global. The MPC voted
unanimously to leave the
policy repo rate unchanged at
4 per cent. It was also decided
to ensure that inflation re-

RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das
mains within the target going
forward. As such the Marginal
Standing Facility (MSF) rate
and the Bank rate remain unchanged at 4.25 per cent. The
reverse repo rate stands unchanged at 3.35 per cent.
Consumer protection
To make the Ombudsman
mechanism simpler, it has been
decided to integrate the three
Ombudsman for banks,
NBFCs and non-bank prepaid
payment issuers (PPIs) and
follow a ‘One Nation One

Ombudsman’ approach. At
present these three schemes
are operated by the RBI from
twenty-two Ombudsman offices located across the country. This is intended to make
the process of redress of
grievances easier by enabling
the customers to register their
complaints under the integrated scheme, with one
centralised reference point.
The Integrated Ombudsman
Scheme will be rolled out in
June 2021.
Liquidity Measures
With a view to support revival of activity in specific
stressed sectors that have
both backward and forward
linkages and have multiplier
effects on growth, the RBI had
announced the TLTRO on Tap
Scheme for banks on 09 October 2020. Given that NBFCs
are well recognised conduits
in reaching out to the last mile

in various sectors, it is now
proposed to provide funds
from banks under the TLTRO
on Tap scheme to NBFCs for
incremental lending to the
specified stressed sectors.
Credit to MSME Entrepreneurs
In order to incentivise new
credit flow to the micro, small,
and medium enterprise
(MSME) borrowers, Scheduled Commercial Banks will be
allowed to deduct credit disbursed to ‘New MSME borrowers’ from their net demand
and time liabilities (NDTL) for
calculation of CRR. For the
purpose of this exemption,
‘New MSME borrowers’
would be those who have not
availed any credit facilities
from the banking system as on
01 January, 2021. This exemption will be available for exposures up to Rs.25 lakh per borrower for credit extended up

to the fortnight ending October 1, 2021. Details of the
scheme would be spelt out in
the circular.
Inflation
CPI inflation moved below
6 per cent in December for the
first time in the post-lockdown
period,
supported
by
favourable base effects and a
sharp fall in key vegetable
prices. It is expected that vegetable prices will remain soft
in the near-term, while pressures may continue to persist
in certain key food items. The
outlook for core inflation is influenced by the escalation in
cost-push pressures seen in
recent months. Petroleum
product prices have reached
historic highs as international
crude prices surged in recent
months and the high indirect
taxes remain, both in the Centre and States, RBI statement
said.
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Budget to Build Better India
By: Arjun Ram Meghwal

Is India prepared for
Chinese aggression?
At a time when the Congress party strike hard to Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharam for not giving priority to Defence sector in her
Budget 2021-22 speech, main counterpart of the country, China seems
to be preparing for war with India.
In a press conference, Congress leader Mr. Chidamabaram had
stated that FM Nirmala Sitharam did not mention Defence at all, as if
the Chinese had vacated occupied Indian territory. She did not mention that Defence expenditure in 2021-22 will see no rise. It is flat at ¹
3,47,088 crore, almost the same as the ¹ 3,43,822 crore in the current
year.
Chidambaram critical comments is perhaps a wake-up call for the
nation as the tension between India and China is escalating and as
reported in the South China Morning Post, China had tested its
latest anti-missile intercept test. Even as the Chinese Defence Ministry said that the test was not targeted at any particular country and
was defensive in nature, the newspaper also reported the test intended as a warning to India quoting PLA source.
The Chinese preparation is more like a defensive missile against
Indian Agni –V range which can fire upto 5,000 kilometers.
The South China Morning Post also reported by quoting the
Chinese military source saying that the missile is a technology that
China has been developing for a long while. The Thursday test could
be aimed at warning India, which used to adopt nuclear blackmail
strategy when dealing with China, it added.
China’s attempt to dominant the entire South and Far East Asia
in the post COVID-19 pandemic is an open secret. Its open support
the Myanmar Military regime which had imprison all democratically
elected leaders including Daw Aung San Suu Kyi is known and
Myanmar of course is the best strategic location for China if it had to
declare war in India.
Mrs. Nirmala Sitharam even though clarified that priority has
been given to the defence , among others in the Budget 2021-22,
critic felt that no at a time when the country need more budget for
defence , just a rise of nearly 4000 crore rupees is not enough and
would certainly demoralize the Indian Defence force.
With the kind of China’s strategy to control India either from
military angle or economic invasion, India need full preparation at
the moment. Already China had intruded to Arunachal Pradesh constructing over 300 houses in Indian Territory. If China manages to
put Myanmar under its control the next target will be surely to all the
Indian North East states bordering Myanmar.
Interestingly, India seems not prepare for defense of its country’s
North East region. The fencing along the Indo-Myanmar is still yet
to be completed. This would give more chances to China who has
been always looking to intrude the country at time.

The new decade’s 1st budget
presented by Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman is a vision
document for the nation to embark
upon the post covid world. The six
pillars envisaged under the budget are a clear signal for further
excelling over the growth journey
through the mantra of ‘reform, perform & transform.’ The government
has very finely managed to
prioritise the life & livelihood
throughout the roller coaster ride
the last year. The presented pragmatic budget has expressed the
ambitious reform in reviving the
pandemic marred economy quickly
& thriving in the league of the biggest economy of the world.
As the world on the cusp of
entering into the post-covid era,
India is emerging as a significant
transitional journey player. India
ardent believer of ‘sharing is caring’ philosophy is taking the headon fight from the pandemic; kudos
to the scientific & medical fraternity for their indomitable persistence towards bringing out the
vaccination. Commissioning of the
world’s largest inoculation drive,
ensuring vaccination delivery to
needy countries India is countering the ‘Me-first’ approach & helping the world come out from the
self-defeating and catastrophic
moral failure. The unsurprised focus on boosting health & nutrition
is visible as expenditures are proposed to the tune of 2.2 lakh crores.
The AatamNirbhar Bharat Mission
is further expanding the gravity of
our actions in the global arena.
The proposed measures in the
budget are rightly towards India’s
role as ‘factory of the world’ and
in addition to the ‘pharmacy of the
world.’
The measures taken by the
government to revive the economy
are showing optimistic indicators
with a strong rebound with the estimated double-digit growth of as
much as 11.5 % in FY22 as enu-

merated by the International Monetary Fund (IMF). The Economic
survey has similarly projected with
upside growth potential having
manifestation from continued
normalisation of economic activities after the covid shock and further implementation of the proactive reform measures.
The highest ever allocation to
Boost infrastructure in roads &
highway construction, metros,
provision for establishing Gas distribution network, dedicated
freight corridors, creation of future-ready railways system by
2030, the enhanced allocation for
Water supply & sanitation works,
public transport, among others are
measures that are bound to improved infra outlook of the nation.
The resulting massive construction activity will create significant
employment opportunities. The
formation of the higher education
Commission, realigning the National apprenticeship scheme, will
have a direct impact on the skill
development arena. The production Linked incentive scheme in
13 sectors with nearly 1.97 lakh
crore outlay will give fresh momentum to create manufacturing
global champions. The creation of
Mega Investment Textile Park will
protect local manufacturers. Setting up of New Development Finance Institution, Creating an asset reconstruction and management company & implementation
of projects under the National Infrastructure Pipeline are paving
new ways to raise the capital. The
budg et witnessed a sharp increase in capital expenditure ¹ 5.54
lakh crore, I.e., 35% more than last
fiscal. This is in addition to ¹ 2
lakh crore proposed to be given
to states and autonomous bodies
for their capital expenditure. All
these measures will aid in more
employment, expanding production, additional investment & job
opportunities.

The revised custom duty structure will protect the domestic industry, boost the localisation of
production, strengthen the local
producers & ultimately enhance
the manufacturing prospects of the
nation. It will expand India’s footprint over the global supply chain
and better export towards building
a self-reliant economy. Facilitation
of ease of doing business, simplification of procedures, usage of
technology for easing the life of
citizenry is the hallmark of the
Modi government. The amalgamation of 44 labour laws into just
four labour codes is a significant
milestone in ushering in the new
labor reform era. The decriminalization of the Limited Liability Partnership Act, removal of restrictions on one person companies
relating to paid-up capital and turnover & amendment in the definition of small companies will remove the doing business’s impediment. The proposed single security market code by consolidating
related acts, enabling easy and
time bound access to depositors
for their deposit amount by amending DICGC act 1961, and amendment in Insurance act 1938 for increasing the permissible FDI limit
from 49 % to 74 % and allow foreign ownership and control with
safeguard are major financial sector reform that will significantly aid
to growth story of India.
The government is committed
to doubling the farmer’s income &
undertaken reform measures for the
welfare of the farming fraternity
ranging from expanding the scope
of Kisan Credit Card, PM
FasalBimaYojna, PM-Kisan to recently enacted farm laws 2020.
However, the government is sincerely considering their apprehension with continuous dialogues
and deliberated its will to resolve
farm laws’ clauses amicably. The
budget has enhanced the agricultural credit target to 16.5 lakh crore

focusing on credit flow to animal
husbandry, dairy & fisheries. Expanding coverage of swamitva
scheme to all state/UT, strengthening APMCs & integration of
more Mandis to e NAM, doubling
micro-irrigation fund to 10,000
crores, enhancing rural infrastructure development fund & extension of operation green scheme to
22 perishable products for ensuring better prices among others are
key budget highlights for empowering farmers.
To empower the weaker section, the margin money required
for stand up India has been reduced to 15% & incorporated the
loans related to agricultural & allied sectors. The revamped post
metric Scholarship for Scheduled
caste students & increased budget for establishing 750 Eklavya
modal schools will help uplift the
downtrodden section of the society.
The proactive budget is wholly
focused on reviving the economic
growth & building India as global
knowledge & economic superpower. Under the leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, the
government has sincerely considered every stakeholders suggestion and presented a robust, omnidirectional development & welfare oriented budget. The measure
undertaken will further provide
impetus to our efforts towards
achieving the sustainable development Goals by end of this decade. The government is
unparallelly committed to walk the
talk for building better India
through
‘SabkaSaath,
SabkaVishwas & SabkaVikas’ by
empowering individuals, communities, societies at large with the
nation’s first approach.
The writer is a Union Minister
of State for Parliamentary
Affairs, Heavy Industry &
Public Enterprises, and MP
Bikaner.

Cartelization of Entertainment
By: Sauro Dasgupta
UG 3, Department of International Relations, Jadavpur University, Kolkata
Recently, the makers of the Amazon Prime web series ‘Tandav’ – Ali
Abbas Zafar were lambasted by
netizens and FIRs filed against them
and the actors Saif Ali Khan, Md
Zeeshan Ayub and the rest. It brings
up the discussion on censorship
once again. In principle, we must be
opposed to censorship. However,
many books, magazines, newspapers, works of art, cinema, etc. need
to be concerned if they refuse to be
bound by the reasonable restrictions imposed on grounds of security of the State, friendly relations
with foreign States, public order,
decency and morality, contempt of
court, defamation, incitement to an
offence, and sovereignty and integrity of India.
Often artistes take their freedom
for granted. They think that they
are above their law and that with
the help of their contacts, they will
be able to be scot-free from all offences. This was seen when several production companies filed
cases in the Supreme Court against
several news channels that had
raised serious allegations against
the film industry in the aftermath of
the Sushant Singh Rajput Suicide
Case.
A fatwa against activists or anyone else willing to investigate in the
dark and murky recesses in the cesspool of our film industry is never
portrayed as fascistic and intolerant. The artistes think that what-

ever they do has to be accepted by
the people.
Our film industry’s tryst with the
underworld began very early. The
modern Bombay underworld was a
creation of three gangsters, who
considered themselves as the godfathers of the city-Karim Lala,
Varadarajan Mudaliar and Haji
Mastan Mirza. Mirza was so
enamoured by a film actress named
Rehana that he married her. He also
began investing in the films that
would cast her. This was a time
when the film industry required a
lot of money as the government had
refused to give the film industry the
status of an industry. As a result,
banks and financial institutions of
our country refused to give loans
to the filmmakers. Therefore, they
had to seek funds elsewhere.
As long as Indira Gandhi was
the Prime Minister, our films combined a mix of nationalism and socialism. Therefore, we had Amitabh
Bacchaan and his contemporaries
acting in films as sons of poor and
middle class families fighting
against the system and the state.
But most of these films did not
make a huge amount of money at
the Box Office. Now, the underworld
had lots of money and power and
our film industry had lots of glamour, beautiful heroines and fantasy.
So it was natural for them to have a
symbiotic relationship. The dons
invested huge sums of capital in
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film companies and often obtain the
Music and Overseas Rights of the
films. They began to finance films
and later became film producers on
their own. Naturally, there were several films glorifying gangsters in the
1970s, 1980s and 1990s. Now all
dons began to indulge in this business. They could not be traced by
Mumbai Police at all and sometimes
the police aided in the rise of these
dons, for many gangsters like
Dawood Ibrahim Kaskar, Shabbir
Ibrahim Kaskar, Hassena Parkar,
etc. were children of policemen
The money was transferred via
hawala from Mumbai to Mauritius,
Nairobi, Karachi, New York, New
Jersey, Dubai, Singapore, Switzerland, Malaysia, Indonesia,
Maldives, etc and vice versa.
Since many politicians, bureaucrats and police officers were in the
loop of the business, no action was
taken against them. The gangsters
began to reign over Mumbai from
abroad and their cronies in
Mumbai began to unleash a reign
of terror over the people. Gangsters began to produce films, engage their children in the film industry and rule over the film industry.
When the police attempted to
take action against the extortion
cartel of the film industry, they
shifted their tactics from extortion
to film production. Producers who
refused to pay them protection
money or cast the stars of their
choice were shot dead, kidnapped
or injured so badly that they had to
submit to the wishes of the cartel.
The gangsters now demanded fifty

to sixty per cent of the Box Office
collection of the films and coerced
the producers and directors to cast
actors and actresses of the choice
of the Godfather. The film stars had
to sign the contracts of the films
produced or financed by these
gangsters even if they did not want
to do so.
The cartel had kept the press
close to them. No media organization could dare to report correctly
on the activities of them. To evade
the police, they often did the film
shootings in lush fields, beaches,
mountains or cities abroad. The celebrities would also have to arrive at
parties hosted by the gangsters to
perform and entertain the audience.
In fact, stars close to the gangsters
had to be compulsorily cast in all
films. Besides, the dominance of the
directors and producers who were
close to the gangsters increased tremendously. The gangsters started
exerting their influence in shipping,
aviation, construction, and politics
and in every arena involving money,
power and influence.
In many of the countries, they
found a safe haven as India did not
have extradition treaties with them.
In response, the police started to
tap the phones of the concerned
directors. So the gangsters started
threatening them and several producers for more rights like Music
Rights, stage shows, DVD Rights,
Overseas Rights, etc. Producers
were forced to cast only a set of
stars and now had no freedom to
cast stars of their own choice.
Those refusing to do so were assaulted by the henchmen of the

gangsters, who now tried to exercise control on the Indian Motion
Pictures’ Association.
Many stars began to associate
themselves with the gangsters out
of fear or out of expectation of meaty
roles in films along with a huge
amount of unparalleled money and
power or to raise their social profiles and compel producers to accept their terms and conditions.
They began to damage the reputation of the film industry worldwide.
The henchmen of the gangsters
now infiltrated in every department
of the film industry- production, direction, shooting, catering, distribution, camera, lights, sound, action,
etc. The media now documented the
police investigations as misuse of
state power and the film stars as innocent.
Now a few film producers came
forward and filed police complaints
against the gangsters. To encourage them, the police gave them adequate protection. They tried to audit every company they suspected
to be hand in glove with the gangsters. They also motivated the producers to refuse to give them any
help and eliminate their influence
from the industry. The police also
began to take action against all the
culprits who were either killed in
encounters or were forced to mend
their ways.
By the 2000s, the film industry
had been freed from the influence of
any cartel, though exceptions remain. With the government giving
tax relief and loans to film production houses, a new hope for change
swept the industry.

It must be reiterated that banning
a book/film is not a good idea. Creating an alternative ecosystem that
can take on the dominant Left-Liberal ecosystem is needed. That can
only happen when we keep our critics near us instead of driving them
out. At the same time, we must professionalize the Union cabinet by
inducting MPs like Subramanian
Swamy, Swapan Dasgupta,
Baijayant
Panda,
Rajeev
Chandrasekhar in the cabinet and
giving important posts to well wishers like Rajiv Malhotra , Makarand
Paranjape, etc. We must unite all like
minded people aggressively. If the
Left and Liberals could successfully
shed their egos and unite their supporters everywhere and set them to
work against Conservatives, there
is no reason why Conservatives
cannot do the same.
About the author: Sauro
Dasgupta is pursuing his Bachelor’s
degree in Political Science with a
specialization in International Relations at Jadavpur University,
Kolkata, India. He is interested in
reading, writing, public speaking,
History, Politics and Strategic Affairs and almost 120 writings have
been published in many important
magazines, journals and newspapers. He is a regular contributor to
leading publications like Khamma
News Agency, The Telegraph, The
Diplomatist, The Statesman, Times
of India NIE, The Shillong Times,
Sikkim Express, OpIndia, The
Kootneeti, The Columnist,
Lokmannya, Elixir, The Viyug, etc.
He can be contacted at
dasgupta_sauro@yahoo.co.in

Imphal Times

Page No.

Shiv Sena organises protests against
rising fuel prices

PEC urges everyone not to take
Covid-19 lightly

IT Correspondent
Mumbai, Feb 5:

IT Correspondent
Geneva/ Guwahati, Feb 5:

Legislators and key functionaries of the ruling Shiv
Sena on Friday led protests
across Maharashtra as part of
a state-wide campaign against
the rising fuel and cooking gas
prices and warned it would intensify the protests if the Centre does not take steps to reduce the prices.
The Shiv Sena elected representatives organised cycle march
as well as bullock cart march as a
protest against the fuel price hike.
Petrol price in Maharashtra was
highest in Parbhani district
at Rs.96 per litre.
Sena leader Ashish
Chemburkar, who led protests
in Byculla in Mumbai, said the
Centre has been increasing the
fuel prices since the COVID19 lockdown was lifted. He
added soon the petrol price
would reach Rs 100 per litre.
“The Union government has
been looting the common man
for months by increasing the
fuel prices... This has to stop.
Shiv Sena will intensify pro-

As the Covid-19 pandemic
continues claiming more journalists around the world, the
Switzerland based media
watchdog Press Emblem
Campaign (PEC) urges every
one not to take novel corona
virus infection lightly. Mentioning about popular Indian
television news presenter
Vikas Sharma, who died of
post-corona complications,
the forum highlighted the
persisting danger even after
recovering from the infection.
“Till date, we have recorded the deaths of 736 journalists in 63 countries since
1 March 2020, where Peru remains the country with heaviest casualties with 95 dead
followed by Mexico (84 vic-

tests if the Centre does not arrest the price rise.”
Chemburkar said the price
of petrol after a reduction in
the state tax would be Rs.92
per litre. “Do the ones who are
seeking the reduction in the
state’s tax think fuel price
of Rs.92 is less?”
However Bharatiya Janata
Party leader Devendra
Fadnavis said the state gov-

ernment should reduce its
share of taxes on fuel to bring
the prices down.
BJP agitation against
power bills
In another development
BJP leaders held protest agitations against Maharashtra
government’s refusal to give
refusing exemption on power
bills remained unpaid during
lockdown, on Friday. At some

places, BJP activists “locked”
the branch offices of the
Maharashtra State Electricity
Distribution Company Limited
(MSEDCL) “Mahavitaran” in
different parts of the state.
Former BJP MP Kirit Somaiyya
was detained and later released when he attempted to
“lock” the “Mahavitaran” office at Bhandup in North East
Mumbai.

Moreh battalion felicitates youths under Pradhan Mantri
Kaushal Vikas Yojna
IT News
Imphal, Feb 5:
Moreh Battalion Assam
Rifles under the aegis of IGAR
(South) felicitated the students of Skill Development
Centre at Moreh on successful completion of the various

skill development courses.
Certificates were handed
over to 60 students in three different fields, viz. Field Technician, Makeup Artist and Retail
Sales Associates. The Felicitation Ceremony was also attended by Mr Dinesh, SDO
Moreh and Mr John, Manager,

Assam Rifles apprehends
PLA insurgent

SBI branch, Moreh. With the
relentless efforts of Assam
Rifles, the Multi Skill Development Centre was established
at Moreh in May 2019 and till
Jan 2021 it has been pivotal in
empowering 720 youths of
Moreh in various Skill Development Courses.

These Skill Development
Courses will enable the youth
to be gainfully employed and
refrain them from the illegal
practices and drug menace.
This initiative by Assam Rifles
will go a long way in ensuring
peace and development in
Moreh Town.

AR and MP apprehend
PREPAK (Pro) recruiter

IT News
Imphal, Feb 5:

IT News
Imphal, Feb 5:

Joupi Battalion Assam Rifles under the aegis of HQ IGAR (South)
apprehended an active PLA insurgent in a joint operation with
Manipur Police in Chandel District of Manipur on Feb 2.
Acting on a specific intelligence, the joint team of Assam Rifles
and Imphal East Commandos launched a search operation in Chandel
district and surrounding areas and apprehended the insurgent while
he was trying to flee. The arrested insurgent has been identified as
Self-Styled 2/Lt Yekokpam Sanajaoba Meitei alias Rojit, a resident of
Leitanpokpi Maning Leikai. The insurgent was in possession of a
9mm pistol and six live rounds.
The insurgent along with the recovery has been handed over to
Porompat Police Station for further investigation.

On Feb 2, troops of Keithelmanbi Battalion under the aegis
of IGAR (South) apprehended an active recruiter of proscribed
insurgent group PREPAK(PRO) from Hatta Golapati, Imphal East
District.
Acting on specific intelligence, a joint team of Assam Rifles
and Imphal East Commandos launched an operation and apprehended the PREPAK (PRO) insurgent who was identified as
Phanjaobam Bucks Singh @ Toncha @ Tabul, a resident of Andro
Mamang Lekai in Imphal West.
The insurgent was later handed over to Porompat Police
Station for further investigation.
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tims), Brazil (77), India (55),
Italy & Bangladesh (44 each),
Ecuador (42), USA (38), Pakistan (23), Great Britain (22),
Turkey (21), Ukraine (14),
Russia & Panama (12 each),
Afghanistan (9), Nepal (3),
Indonesia (2), etc,” said
Blaise Lempen, secretarygeneral
of
PEC
(www.pressemblem.ch).
He also added that the
PEC, while offering condolence to families and colleagues of the deceased,
started a corona-ticker to pay
tribute to those media workers died during the pandemic.
Media workers have an important role to play in the
fight against the virus as they
have to inform about the
spread of Covid-19. Their
safety is at risk as they must
continue to report from the

ground and hence the PEC
supports the request for early
vaccinations for journalists
on the frontlines, asserted
Lempen.
Republic Bharat anchor
Vikas (35) actually recovered
from Covid-19. But lately he
started feeling unwell for
some days and was admitted
to Kailash hospital in Noida,
where he succumbed to postcorona complications on 4
February 2021. The Kanpur
guy, who got admirations as
a talented, courageous and
responsible scribe, left behind his wife, two minor children and a host of relatives
& well-wishers.
Meanwhile, messages of
mourning started pouring
over his sudden demise, said
Nava Thakuria, PEC’s India
representative.

Assam Rifles organises awareness
lecture on World Cancer Day
IT News
Imphal, Feb 5:
To mark the World Cancer
Day, troops of Assam Rifles
under the aegis of IGAR
(South) conducted lectures
with the theme “Make the Environment Cancer Free” at
various
locations
in

Churachandpur, Bishnupur
and Pherzawl district of
Manipur on yesterday.
The lectures were conducted with an aim to enlighten the local populace and
generate awareness on cancer,
its preventive measures, early
detection and treatment. The
attendees were also briefed

about various government
schemes and benefits for prevention and treatment of cancer.
135 villagers including Village Headmen, Youth Club
Members and teachers attended the lecture. The event
culminated with light refreshments for all the attendees.

Shangshak Battalion of Assam Rifles seizes
illegal timber worth Rs 1.44 crores
IT News
Imphal, Feb 5:
Acting on credible intelligence regarding movement of
illegal timber on the NamleeWanglee axis, troops of
Shangshak battalion intercepted one truck ferrying illegal timber near Ashang
Khullen village of Kamjong
district of Manipur on yesterday.
On inspection by the
troops, the truck was found to
be carrying 23 logs of smuggled
Ucham and Khangra wood esti-

mated to be 450 cubic feet.
The truck driver was identified as Md Aziz, a resident of
Yaripok village in Thoubal district. The market value of recovered timber was assessed to be

Rs 1.44 Crore.
The seized timber alongwith
the driver and vehicle were
handed over to Kasom Khullen
Police station for further investigation.

Assam Rifles conducts
pre-recruitment training

Career Guidance

Mathematics is Tough subject but most Scoring subject

By: Vijay GarG
Mathematics is considered
as one of the toughest subjects by many students. However, many also consider as the
most scoring subject. In fact,
according to some students,
one can easily score 100/100
(or full marks) in maths easily
as compared to other subjects.
Mathematics can be the most
difficult as well as the easiest
subject for you and it will all
depend on your strategy and
hard work.
Students who consider
maths as a tough subject, usually, come up with questions
like how to learn maths easily?

Or is there an easy way to learn
maths?
In this article, you will get
powerful tips on how to learn
maths easily. If you will follow
these tips, then maths will no
longer be a nightmare for you.
1. Revise & practice basic
Mathematics concepts from
time to time
Tips on How to Learn
Mathematics Easily: Mental
Workout is important
Image
source:
g r e a t i s t . c o m ;
resources.stuff.co.nz
Some basic maths concepts are repeatedly used.
Therefore students have to
revise it from time to time. Understanding these concepts is
quite easy, however in order
to click the bait students have
to give in lots of effort and
practice.
2. Go through the topic
before going to the class
How to learn math easily:
Study the topic before going
to the class
Before attending maths
class, go through the topic

which you are going to be
taught. Why is this considered
important? It is because it will
not only arouse your interest
for that particular subject but
will also help you in easily understanding the concept.
3. Don’t miss classes
Mathematics classes
should not be missed. Usually, the first class is of prime
importance as the chapter begins with the basic math concepts, there. If you happen to
miss it, compensate the same
so that neither you find difficulty in understanding the
concept nor you lag behind
in catching up with the rest of
the class. It is important to
note that, the chapters are interconnected; a single break
(missing classes, in this case)
can hamper your studies to a
great extent.
4. Pay proper attention and
work alongside the teacher
Pay proper attention in the
class and work alongside the
teacher
This is a continuation to
the point mentioned before.

Along with regular attendance
in the class, pay attention to
the teacher, fully. Work alongside the teacher, solve the
questions, check the answers
and doubts, if any, must be
sorted out then itself.
5. Discuss with your
friends after class
Discuss Mathematics
questions with your friends
after the class
Group discussion or
group study is also helpful if
you diligently work for it. Discuss important points with
your friends after class, you
can do so while going home.
It is important as it will enhance your values and will
help you grasp more. Students tend to learn more and
better through an amiable interaction.
Revision-practice-revision, repeat it!
In a nutshell, this is what
the real strategy for learning
math! Though sounds as an
age old fashion, mathematics
really has no other shortcut.
Considered to be one of the

toughest subjects, Mathematics has gained huge attention
from teachers and students
due to its difficulty level. The
nightmare of every student
(not literally, few find it exciting as well) needs a great deal
of effort. In order to get the
best out of this effort, implement the points mentioned
above.
Clear your doubts as and
when they arise. Do not pile
up your queries; accumulated
doubts will never help you escape the wrath of the subject.
Instead, it will add up to your
fear and eventually you will
always have a tendency to
run away from learning maths.
Therefore, be cordial to the
subject; clear the doubts
whenever they arise; be it
from teachers or from friends.
With every doubt you clear,
you will find it easier to invade the subject more and
more. This will also aid you in
your revision and practice.
Above all, hard work and right
effort have its own way of rewarding.

IT News
Imphal, Feb 5:
In continuation with the efforts of Assam Rifles to ensure
enrolment of maximum youths
in Army/ Assam Rifles,
Kakching and Sajik Tampak Battalions under the aegis of HQ
IGAR (South) are conducting
pre-recruitment training in Sajik
Tampak in Chandel district and
Sugnu in Kakching district of
Manipur.
In an earnest endeavour to
guide the local youth, both the
Battalions took upon the onerous task of training the youths
of Kakching and Chandel Dis-

trict as a part of pre-recruitment
training capsule for joining the
armed forces.The selection process which commenced on 01
February in Sugnu is at its preliminary phase and has witnessed a total of 88 volunteers
so far, including 8 girls.
Kakching and Sajik Tampak
Battalion are providing adequate staff, instructors and
necessary equipment for training the youth.The aim of the
event is to select suitable candidates who will be assisted with
training, screening for medical
fitness and facilitating documentation for recruitment in Armed
Forces/ AR/ CAPF/PMF.

Clarification
I, Heikham Ongbi Ambrabati, wife of H. Munindro of Senjam
Chirang do hereby clarify that the allegation labeled against
me by Th. Basanta, President of the All Manipur Rickhaw Driver
Association to have connection with proscribed group KCP
Mangal , as reported in Imphal Times evening daily edition
dated 4/2/2021 is totally unfounded and baseless. I have no
relation with any of the outlawed group and if in case such
baseless allegation appears in the future I shall take the help
of the law court.
Sd/Heikham (O) Ambrabati
Senjam Chirang Mayai Leikai,
Imphal West
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China declares success in latest antimissile intercept test
By- Liu Zhen
Beijing, Feb 5:
China tested its capability
of knocking out an incoming
missile during midflight on
Thursday, with the defence
ministry declaring the exercise
a success. It is the second
country to develop the technology after the US.
“The test was defensive in
nature and not targeted at any
particular country,” it said.
No technical details were
released about the exercise,
which occurred a day after the
Biden administration approved the extension of a key
nuclear arms control deal with
Russia and vowed to engage
Beijing on nuclear risk reduction and arms control.
While the defence ministry
said the test did not target any
particular country, a source

close to the PLA said the
midcourse anti-ballistic missile
test – which could intercept an
incoming nuclear warhead –
may be intended as a warning
to India.
India is planning to deploy
its longest range, most potent
nuclear-capable ballistic missile Agni-V this year, The New
Indian Express reported in
January, citing defence
sources. The report said the
conflicts along the China-India border had fast-tracked the
process. The Agni-V range is
estimated to be over 5,000km.
“This is a technology that
China has been developing for
a long while. The Thursday
test could be aimed at warning
India, which used to adopt
nuclear blackmail strategy
when dealing with China,” said
the Chinese military source,
who requested anonymity due

to the sensitivity of the issue.
“But to be honest, China’s
midcourse anti-ballistic technology still can’t knock down
nuclear missiles from the
United States and Russia, as
there is still a gap between the
PLA and the two nuclear giants.”
China announced its first
successful interception attempt in 2010. Similar tests are
known to have been carried
out in 2013, 2014 and 2018.
The
ground-based
midcourse defence system is
intended to knock out
incoming intercontinental ballistic missiles outside the
Earth’s atmosphere, reducing
collateral damage to ground
targets. It aims to intercept the
weapons while they are in inertial flight and their trajectory
is stable and predictable.
But the high altitudes and

distances involved require
multiple integrated reconnaissance and early warning platforms – in space, at sea, and
on the ground – to detect and
track incoming targets as well
as control and guide interceptor missiles.
Once fully developed, the
technology could change the
balance of nuclear deterrence.
The US first deployed the system in 2004 and its most recent
successful test was in 2019.
The US in recent years has
regarded China asa strategic
competitor
and criticised China for its
rapid and opaque development of nuclear capabilities.
Charles Richard, head of US
Strategic Command, has gone
so far as to call a nuclear war
with Beijing a “real possibility“.
Courtesy – South China
Morning Post

Defence Minister says, start-up initiative
generated 4.7 lakh jobs in Defence Sector
Agency
New Delhi, Feb 5:
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh has said that the Start
up India initiative of the Central Government has encouraged 41000 start ups, thus generating 4.7 lakh jobs and fetching an investment of 4500 crore
rupees.
Speaking at the Start up
Manthan seminar on the sidelines of Aero India show today in Bengaluru, the Defence
minister said that programmes

such as Defence India Start up
Challenge, Innovators for Defence Excellence, Start up
Manthan and IDEX awards
have acted as force multipliers
to improve indigenous defence
capabilities and technology
driven startup ecosystem in
the country.
The encouragement to
start ups in the Defence sector, he noted, has created corporate models for developing
cutting edge technology in
weapon systems within the
country, making our nation self

reliant and Atma Nirbhar.
The minister informed that
under the IDEX scheme, over
1200 start ups and innovators
were provided opportunity to
sell their ideas. Among whom,
60 were chosen to prove 30
tech challenges and provided
1.5 crore rupees each to build
prototypes. He expressed happiness that 10 such start ups
have developed products
worth 100 crore rupees today.
The products include high
altitude pseudo satellites and
military grade steel structures.

Speaking about the IDEX
for fauji programme, he mentioned the innovation of Lieutenant Deepak Suman Kumar
who was awarded today for
developing robotics for maritime applications and another
fauji innovator Maj. Anup
Mishra who was awarded for
developing wall penetrating
radar.
The minister informed that
45 MSMEs participating in the
Aero India show have gained
orders worth 203 crore rupees
to supply defence equipment.

Govt committed to development of Gaon,
Gareeb and Kisan in country, says
Agriculture Minister in Rajya Sabha
Agency
New Delhi, Feb 5:
Union Agriculture Minister
Narendra Singh Tomar asserted
in Rajya Sabha that the government under the leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
is committed towards the development of Gaon, Gareeb and
Kisan in the country.
Rajya Sabha today reconvened to discuss further on the
Motion of thanks on the
President’s address to the joint
sitting of both the Houses of
the Parliament.
Participating in the discussion Mr. Tomar said that despite holding a series of
threadbare level talks with the
farmer unions, none of the
unions came up with the provisions which they think are
contentious.
Tomar said the farm laws
allow farmers to sell their produce even outside the APMC
Mandis. He added that in the
open market the farmers are not
required to pay the tax levied
in the Mandis.
The minister stressed that
it is only because of the misguidance perpetrated by few
that instead of protesting
against the tax system in the
Mandis, the farmers of certain
states are agitating against the
new laws.
Responding to multiple
queries of the opposition members regarding contract farming
in the farm acts, the minister emphatically asserted that in order to protect the interests of
the farmers the provisions of

the new laws allow farmers to
move out of the contract anytime.
Tomar said the government
is committed towards the goal
of doubling farmers’ income
and the new farm laws are an
instrument to achieve the same.
Agriculture Minister said
that the Country showed exemplary discipline during COVID
induced lockdown in the country. He said, the decisions taken
by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and their strict adherence
by the citizens is praiseworthy
which resulted in achieving a
healthy recovery rate of patients.
Tomar added that the country witnessed complete turnaround in its capacity to manufacture PPE kits putting it in a
spot that it could even export it
to other countries. He said, India has started a vaccination
drive against covid along with
extending helping hands to
other countries as well.
Tomar said, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has always advocated for making Village
Panchayats financially strong.
He informed that about 2 lakh
80 thousand crore rupees will
be spent through the village
panchayats in the country to
make them financially viable
and growth oriented. He said,
the SWAMITVA scheme,
which was implanted on pioneer basis in 6 states has now
been extended to all states.
Lauding the revamping of
MGNREGA scheme under the
NDA government, Tomar asserted that unlike the handling

of the scheme under UPA regime, the government has ensured that work done under
MGNREGA adds viable infrastructure in the country.
The Minister said, the Self
Help Groups in rural India have
been empowered financially to
reinvigorate developmental efforts in villages. Highlighting
the achievements of the
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojna Grameen , Mr. Tomar said that
the government has taken significant efforts towards easing
of life in rural India.
The Agriculture Minister
informed that about 1 lakh 15
thousand crore rupees have
been sent directly into the accounts of the farmers in the
country under the PM-KISAN
yojana.
Adding that the Country
has nearly 86 percent small and
marginal farmers, Mr. Tomar said
that the Centre has decided to
create 10 thousand new FPOs
with a financial aid of over 6
thousand crore. He said these
FPOs will help the small and
marginal farmers to make use of
the best infrastructure for farming along with easing other aids
to them.
Tomar said, the government
provided 1 lakh crore rupees for
creation and upscaling of Agriculture Infrastructure in the
country. He added that the 100
Kisan Rails started by the Centre has also helped farmers to
reach out to bigger and profitable markets.
Participating in the discussion BJP MP Dr. Vinay
Sahasrabuddhe said people are

experiencing democracy of aspirations under the current
government. Underscoring the
several rounds of talks between
the government and the farmer
unions, he said the government
is still open for discussions
with the farmers on the issue
of farm laws to root out the differences.
Highlighting a series of reforms under the leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
Dr. Sahasrabuddhe said the
centre has devolved powers to
states and district authorities
in order to ease accessibility of
developmental funds. He said
Centre is working with the vision of Sabka Saath Sabka Vikas
and Sabka Vishwas and that
has led the country to move on
from discovery of India to self
realisation of India.
The opposition leaders
continued with their demand to
withdraw the farm Laws even
on the third day of the discussion on the motion on the Presidential address.
Terming the passing of the
bills in the House as unconstitutional, Congress MP Anand
Sharma demanded immediate
withdrawal of the farm laws. He
said the bill was never sent to a
standing committee for wider
discussions. Mr. Sharma asked
the government to remove the
road barriers at protesting sites
requesting the government not
to treat the matter as a prestige
issue. He also urged that the
matters of constitutionality
pending in the Supreme Court
must be decided without much
delay.

4

Myanmar coup: Crackdown
tightened with Win Htein arrest

Courtesy BBC
Yangoon, Feb 5:
Myanmar ’s military is
tightening its crackdown on
the former civilian government,
with the arrest of a senior
leader from Aung San Suu
Kyi’s National League for Democracy (NLD) party.
Win Htein was taken from
his Yangon home early on Friday. He told the BBC he was
arrested under sedition laws.
Ms Suu Kyi and other leaders have been detained since
the military launched its coup
on Monday, plunging the
South East Asian country into
uncertainty.
Their whereabouts remain
unknown.
On Friday afternoon, hundreds of teachers and students
also gathered outside a university, where they displayed the
three-finger salute - a sign that
has been adopted by protesters in the region to show their
opposition to authoritarian rule.
“We will not let our generation suffer under this kind
of military dictatorship,” Min
Sithu, a student, told news
agency AFP.
The agency added that
students at Dagon University
chanted “Long live Mother
Suu” and carried red flags, the
colour of the NLD party.
The military overthrew Ms
Suu Kyi’s government after it
claimed a November election
won by the NLD was fraudulent, though the country’s
election commission said there
was no evidence to back up
these allegations.
The move has been met
with global outrage.
In his latest statement, US
President Joe Biden on Thursday called on the military
to”relinquish power” and release detained officials and
activists.
The US had already threatened severe sanctions on
Myanmar, which is also known
as Burma.
However, the military is
seemingly undeterred by the

disapproval, continuing down
its path of consolidating
power and appointing new
ministers in the capital
Naypyitaw, said the BBC’s
South East Asia correspondent Jonathan Head.
In a pre-dawn phone call
with BBC Burmese, Win Htein
said he was being taken to the
capital by members of the police and the military.
He said he was being detained under sedition laws which carry a maximum punishment of life imprisonment although he was not told the
exact charge.
“They don’t like what I’ve
been talking about. They are
afraid of what I’m saying,” he
said.
The 79-year-old patron of
the NLD and strong supporter
of Ms Suu Kyi has given several interviews since the coup
criticising the military and its
leader Min Aung Hlaing.
Earlier this week he told
local news magazine Frontier
that the Tatmadaw, or
Myanmar ’s armed forces,
would “go into disrepute because of the coup”.
“Staging a coup at the moment shows they are not wise
and narrow minded,” he said.
“I experienced the coup of
General Ne Win in 1962...
Myanmar’s economy suffered
for 26 years after his coup.”
Myanmar has remained
mostly calm in the aftermath of
the coup.
However, about 70 MPs are
said to have held an insurgent
parliament, to replicate the parliamentary session that was
supposed to take place this
week.
A civil disobedience movement is also gaining momentum.
Residents in some cities
including Yangon have conducted nightly protests from
their homes, where they have
been banging pots and pans
and singing revolutionary
songs.
Some healthcare workers,
teachers and civil servants

have either organised small
protests or gone on strike,
while others have continued to
work wearing symbols of defiance such as a red ribbon.
A small street protest took
place in front of a university in
Myanmar ’s second city,
Mandalay on Thursday, with
reports of four arrests.
Many have also turned
online to protest the coup. The
military has since temporarily
banned Facebook, which is
widely used across the country.
Since the ban began on
Thursday, many Burmese citizens have appeared to have
flocked to other social media
platforms like Twitter and
Instagram.
Twitter declined comment
when asked by the BBC if it
had seen a spike in new users
or tweets from Myanmar.
On Thursday US President
Joe Biden said they would
work with partners to “support
restoration of democracy and
the rule of law, and impose
consequences on those responsible”.
“The Burmese military
should relinquish power they
have seized, release the advocates and activists and officials they have detained, lift the
restrictions on telecommunications, and refrain from
violence,” he said.
Mr Biden had earlier
warned that the US was considering re-imposing sanctions.
The United Nations Security Council also released a
statement on Thursday stressing “the need to uphold democratic institutions and processes, refrain from violence,
and fully respect human
rights, fundamental freedoms
and the rule of law.”
The UN has not condemned the coup outright, but
in doing so it has brought
China and Russia behind a call
for the release of Aung San
Suu Kyi and her colleagues, in
what our correspondent has
described as a rare show of
international unity.

Shaphee Lanphee Crafts
Exhibition
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