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Union Health Minister inaugurates several
new infrastructure facilities at RIMS, Imphal

IT News
Imphal, Feb 28:
Union Health & Family
Welfare minister Dr Harsh
Vardhan inaugurated several
new infrastructure facilities at
the Regional Institute of Medical Sciences (RIMS), Imphal.
Among the new facilities
inaugurated today are a new
MRI block with 3-Tesla MRI
machines, new PG ladies hostel of 100 capacity (G-3), a
Neuro block and College of
Nursing (new block). Member
Parliament (Inner Manipur Parliamentary Constituency) RK
Ranjan Singh, Maharaja
Sanajaoba Leishemba MP
(Rajya Sabha) and Director

Prof A. Santa Singh of RIMS
and others dignitaries also
graced the occasion.
In his address at the Jubilee Hall of RIMS, Union Health
& Family Welfare Minister Dr
Harsh Vardhan lauded the
RIMS authorities for enabling
completion of the infrastructure projects despite the hardships being faced while procuring equipment, particularly
imported Tesla MRI machine
amidst the COVID-19 induced
lockdown. The timely completion of the projects showed the
level of commitment of the
RIMS authority in their efforts
to provide best healthcare service to the people of the region, he said.

The Union Minister assured all possible assistance
from his ministry to develop
the RIMS as one of the best
healthcare centres not only in
the northeast region but also
in the country.
Health Ministry is giving
priority to the development of
healthcare sector in the region
as the Central government under the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi was committed to the all-round development of the region, he added.
With huge increase in the
funds for healthcare, sanitation and drinking water services in the union budget, Dr
Vardhan said many initiatives
will be seen in the coming

years that will strengthen the
health system and help us
achieve the goal for providing
good health to the people. He
added that the Centre had already decided to create 75
new medical colleges in remote districts of the state
where the people continue to
suffer for years and are deprived of basic healthcare,
education and all other facilities. The setting of
Churachandpur Medical College in Manipur and Mon
Medical College in Nagaland
which he had laid the foundation stone on Saturday are the
part of the Central
government’s initiative, he
said. He informed the gathering that Prime Minister is himself monitoring all the developmental initiatives being
taken up in the region.
Earlier addressing the occasion as guest of honour, MP
RK Ranjan said that introducing nuclear medicine in the
RIMS will not only ease the
inconveniences being faced
by the people of the state and
other northeast states in treatment of cancer but also would
be able to save a huge amount
of money being spent by
them, he added.
Rajya Sabha MP, Maharaja
Sanajaoba Leishemba, said
that RIMS has all the potential to become a key medical
institute not only for northeast India but entire South East
Asia.

One dead and 7 injured in gun shootout;
Accused house set fire by irate mob
IT News
Imphal, Feb 28:
In an unfortunate incident,
one teenage boy died of gunshot and seven others injured
in Kakwa Naorem Leikai Sofa
Leirak, under Singjamei Police
Station at around 11:30pm after scuffled over land dispute
yesterday around midnight.
The deceased 17 year old boy
has been identified as RK
Casper son of late RK
Ghanashyam and the injured
has been identified as Naorem
Thoibisana (36), Naorem
Phulendro (32), Naorem Barun
(20), Naorem Baneesh (17),
Naorem Hemabati (50), Naorem
Inao (76) and Naorem Amarjit
(27). The alleged accused has
been identified as one Longjam
Rakesh and his father Longjam

Achou of Kakwa Huidrom
Leikai. The father and son duo
has been arrested by the police after the incident.
After the incident, irate
mob rushed to the residence of
Rakesh and set ablaze his
house and destroyed a Van,
one Honda Activa and

Hyundai Venue parked at his
residence. Police fired several
rounds of tear gas to disperse
the irate people, and to prevent
from causing further damage to
properties. Karam Shyam, MLA
of Langthabal visited the incident spot and took stock of the
situation today morning.

This is not the first incident
involving death caused by licensed gun. Mention may be
made of the December 2018
Naoremthong gun shootout
where an SBI Deputy Manager
shot dead a youth by his licensed gun. Also, in another
accident happening in November 2020, one former poll candidate shot dead his nephew
by a licensed gun over some
brawl. And in another incident,
a 35 year old woman was shot
to dead in Kakwa Asem Leikai
in January 2021. Taking view
of such numerous incidents
involving licensed guns, it is
high time the government take
measures while issuing license
gun to the public. If this continues to happen, Manipur will
be like Texas where a feud is
settled by a gun duel.
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Science has given us a new
light:Minister Rajen

IT News
Imphal, Feb 28:
Education Minister Shri S.
Rajen Singh has stated that
science has given a new light
to the society. inister was
speaking as Chief Guest on the
occasion of State Level National Science Day, 202, held
at the Place auditorium of
Manipur State Film Development Society, MSFDS, today.
Rajen Singh said that the
observance of National Science Day signifies the respect
and courtesy shown to our
scientists who set alight for
the human society. We all
should also honour the
endeavours and sacrificial
spirits of our scientists for
humanity. Science has indeed
prevented us from the den of
danger of fatal diseases, he
added.
The development of sci-

India today successfully
launched Polar Satellite Launch
Vehicle-C51 (PSLV-C51) rocket
loaded with 19 satellites from
Brazil, USA and India lifted off
from the rocket port at
Sriharikota successfully at the
precise timing at 10.24 this morning.
After four stages of separation, the rocket launched

Brazil’s 637 kilogram Amazonia
1 satellite as its primary passenger and later after a gap of more
than an hour it launched the remaining 18 passenger satellites.
This is the first commercial mission of New space India limited.
India’s first space mission
for 2021 is one of the longest
for a PSLV rocket which concluded in an hour, 55 minutes
and 7 seconds into its flight.
Amazonia-1 is the optical earth
observation satellite of National

Institute for Space Research
(INPE).
Speaking after witnessing
the launch, former astronaut
and Brazilian Minister for Science and technology Marcos
Caeser Portes said that the satellite would further strengthen
the existing structure by providing remote sensing data to users for monitoring deforestation
in the Amazon region and analysis of diversified agriculture
across the Brazilian territory.

Expressing happiness at the
launch today, he said that Brazil looks forward to working
with India in the space field.
The CMD of New Space India G.Narayanan told that when
the rest of the world was reeling
under the cloud of Corona, Indian space sector awoke to the
new launch of the year 2021.
Lead scientist of Space Kidz
India Rifath Shaarookh told AIR
that three scientific payloads in
the Satish Dhawan satellite will

ence and technology has also
made us easier to live. There
has been changes in many
walks of life with the advancement of science and technology. The world has also become a global village. Communication network has also become faster, minister maintained.
Minister Rajen also observed that the destiny of our
future will be decided by the
present generation. The students should focus on their
studies instead of indulging in
unnecessary activities. They
will succeed in life only when
they work with a firm determination and objective, he
added.
A Science Quiz competition was also held as a part of
the observance. In the oral
science quiz competition,
Little Flower school,
Sangaiprou, stood first while

Nirmalabas High School,
Mothers’ Pride Academy, got
second and third positions
respectively. Lamlong Higher
Secondary School also secured consolation prize in the
science quiz competition.
A talk in connection with
the observation on the focal
theme, “Future of STI: Impact
on Education, Skills and
Works” was also conducted.
Prof. N. Rajmuhon Singh, Department of Chemistry,
Manipur University was the
guest speaker during the talk
with interaction.
In the observance jointly
oraganised by the Science
Unit, Department of Education (S) and SSA, Manipur,
Commissioner Education(S),
T. Ranjit Singh, IAS and Director Education(S), L.
Nandakumar, IAS, graced the
occasion as president and
guest of honour respectively.

Grade-IV employee denied salary
as Senior MO, Moreh Hospital
dishonoured Director’s order
IT News
Imphal, Feb 28:
A Grade-IV employee of
the State Directorate of Health
Services, identified as Md.
Ayub Khan, who has been
posted as field worker at Special Malaria Unit of Moreh
Hospital since January 2007
has been denied salary for the
month of January 2021 as the
Senior Medical Officer of the
hospital dishonoured ‘stay
order’ issued by the Director
of Health Services.

ISRO successfully launches Brazil’s Amazonia 1
satellite, along with 18 other passenger satellites
Agency
New Delhi, Feb 28:

Rs.2/-

monitor the ionising radiation in
the orbit to identify how radiation affects the onboard systems of the satellite during solar emission among other
things.
ISRO chairman Dr.Sivan
said that Amazonia was
launched at the precise orbit. He
told that ISRO was extremely
proud honoured and happy to
launch the satellite designed integrated and operated by Brazil
for the first time.

As per source the employee was transferred in July
2, 2020 from the hospital but
again the order have been
stayed by another order issue
by the Director Health Services on September 28, 2020.
It added that the persons has
been enjoyed his salary w.e.f.
July to December, 2020 without any break.
On December, 2020 the Senior Medical Officer of Moreh
Hospital identified as Dr. H.
Manoranjan, issued release
order of the Grade-IV em-

ployee Md. Ayub Khan who
transferred order issued on
July 2, 2020 but has been
stayed by another order of
the Director in September 28,
2020. The source said that
whether the stay order of the
Director, Health and Services
can be dishonoured by the
Senior Medical Officer is a
matter of serious violation to
the Government service rule.
Following that Md. Ayub
Khan have been denied salary for the month of January
2021.

Mega moped rally
against Drug abuse
IT News
Imphal, 28 Feb:
A Girls only Mega Moped
rally was organized by Poirei
Leimarol Meira Paibee
Apunba Manipur and All
Manipur Women’s Voluntary
Association(AMAWOVA)
under the theme “ For Saving
Manipuri People from Health
Hazard Drugs”. The rally
started from Kwakeithel and
ended at Nambol. Various

message and placards were
displayed during the rally.
The rally was organized to
create awareness among the
youths of the state of the ill
effects of Drug usage. In particular, women have also
started to use drugs and are
an alarming situation for the
future of the state. Keeping
this in mind, the all girls rally
was organized and to disseminate awareness about the ill
effects of Drug Abuse.
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Transgenders : Struggling for identity, equality and dignity

By : Er. Prabhat Kishore
The revolutionary decision of
Bihar Government to recruit
transgenders as sub-inspector and
constables in State Police Force has
opened the door of opportunities for
fulfilling their aspirations. After Apex
Court judgement in 2014 for
mainstreaming of transgenders, this
inherent commitment reinforces the
outlook of government regarding their
long-awaited acceptance in the society.
Transgenders
are
most
marginalized section of our society.
They are bereft of their fundamental
rights and privileges. Their exclusion
in every walk of life, whether it is social, religious, cultural, political, professional, educational, health care or
any other sectors, has made their life
miserable.
Transgender(TG) is basically an
umbrella term that includes the person whose own sense of gender does

not match with the gender assigned
to that person at birth. They include
trans-men or trans-women (whether
or not such person has undergone Sex
Reassignment Surgery or hormone
therapy or such other therapy),
genderqueers, person with intersex
variations and a number of socio-cultural identities such as Kinnar, Hijra,
Aravani, Jogta, Shivshakti etc. These
people are often discriminated due to
their transgender identity, expression
or behaviour.
This group of humans are firstly
rejected by their parents and then by
the entire society. They are deprived
of their right of inheritance and have
to leave their parental house. Accordingly, they have none to rely on; other
than like their own physical and mental group. Due to lack of social acceptance, inaccessibility of education,
their reluctance to get an appointment
in a formal job and so many reasons;
they ultimately trap in to unemployment or under-employment. For livelihood, they have to struggle at every
step and sometimes forced to engage
in uncivil commitment by begging,
snatching or even prostitution.
Non-recognition of the identity of
Hijra/transgender persons denies
them equal protection of law, thereby
leaving them extremely vulnerable to
harassment, violence and sexual assault in public spaces, at home and in
jail, also by the police. Sexual assault,
including molestation, rape, forced
anal and oral sex, gang rape and stripping is being committed with impunity.

Our society seldom realise the
trauma, agony, and pain which the
transgender people undergo nor appreciates their innate feelings, specially of those whose mind and body
disown their biological sex. They are
forced to live in low self-esteem, low
income and poor social dignity.These
people are so much neglected that the
house owners avoid to rent them as
they think that other residents will feel
discomfort. Transgenders face fear,
shame, gender dysphoria, social pressure, depression, suicidal tendencies,
social stigma, etc.
Although in some cases there is
complain from people about
transgender’s rough behavior, objectionable comments and forceful begging. At some places, they are seen
blackmailing, and even keeping children hostage for money. They become ruthless and barbaric for meeting their needs. But such rare incidences can be dealt under already
prevailing laws.
In India, the transgenders have
mythological and historical background as they had a glorious semiscared status in the society. The concept of “Tritiya Prakriti” or
“Napunsaka” (to denote absence of
procreative capability) has been an
integral part of Ved and Puran. They
have been described with significant
role in Mahabharat and Ramayan.
Lord Ram has sanctioned them power
to confer blessings to people on auspicious occasions of marriages, childbirths and inaugural functions; which
lateron transformed into a custom

“Badhai”, whereupon the Hijras
sing, dance and bless. In
KurukshetraYuddha of Mahabharat,
the decisive role was played by
Shikhandi, a transgender, in the killing of BhishmaPitamah by Arjun.
Aravan, the son of Arjun and
Nagkanya had also the association
with transgender Mohini (transformed female form of Lord Krishna)
before he self-sacrificed himself to
Goddess Kali for the victory of
Pandav.
The transgenders had prominent role in royal court of Islamic
world, particularly in Ottoman empire and Mugal rule. Jain literatures
also contain reference to TG which
mentions the concept of “Psychological Sex”. Actually their situation
changes drastically during British
Rule in 1871, when the entire Hijra
community has been legislated as
criminal tribe. With the passage of
time and change in social & cultural
context, majority of them are now
parting away from their traditional
profession.
In India,the Supreme Court,in its
landmark judgement on 15 th
April2014,
haveaccorded
transgender as the “Third Gender”
for the purpose of safeguarding their
fundamental rights and declared
them as socially and economically
backward citizen. An “Expert Committee”, constituted under the aegis
of the Ministry of Social Justice &
Empowerment (MOSJE) for in-depth
study of transgender, has recommended various measures to ame-

liorate their problems. This Ministry has been made nodal agency to
accelerate the welfare works with
convergence of various Ministries
and their schemes.
The schemes advocated by the
committee for transgender consist
of loan with 25% subsidy to enable
them to take self-employment ventures, pension scheme for 40-60
years age group, and grant-in aid to
voluntary organization working for
their empowerment. The recommendations are also for setting up counseling services to cope up with
trauma & violence crisis, involvement of Anganwadi workers and Self
Help Groups on TG issues, action
against delinquent police officials in
case of violation of their fundamental rights, making work place sexual
harassment policy transgender inclusive, and ensuring housing assistance schemes for them.
In education sector, the government have to provide scholarship,
fee-waiver, free hostel and other facilities at subsidized rate. Anti-discrimination cell to monitor discrimination against TG will be formed and
contents on TG will be included in
the curriculum of adolescent education. Provision of Career Guidance
and Online Placement support, vocational-training, survey to ascertain their population are also to be
done for their well-being. Under the
Transgender Persons (Protection of
Rights) Act 2019, National Council
for Transgender Persons (NCTP)
have been constituted in 2020 for

advising,
monitoring,
reviewing&co-ordinating the policies as well as redressing their grievances. At district level screening
committee, headed by District Magistrate, has been constituted for the
purpose.
Along with government initiatives to root out the social stigma
faced by the transgender community,
intensive public awareness is
needed. Some Filmmakers and TV
show producers have also come forward to highlight such relevant and
serious issues through serials like
“Shakti – AstitwakeEhsaaski” and
movies like Arddhanari, Darmiyaan,
Daarya,
ShabnamMausi,
N a n n u Av a n a l l a Av a l u ,
NjanMarykutty.
Besides India, transgendershave
also been recognised as Third Gender
in
Nepal,
Pakistan,
BangalaDesh, Germany, New
Zealand, Australia and Thailand. In
USA, people are struggling to legally
recognize gender outside the malefemale binary (such as Ay-gender,
gender-fluid and pan-gender).
Transgenders are neither physically handicapped nor mentally disabled; but only lacks social identity
in their life. For an educated advanced society, if we want to flourish, the only way is to include the
entire third gender group into mainstream activities by making them
empowered, educated, skilled and
Atmanirbhar citizen.
(The author is a technocrat &
academician)

English rendering of PM’s address in the 21st Episode of ‘Mann Ki
Baat 2.0’ on 28.02.2021

My dear countrymen, Namaskar.
Yesterday was the festival of Magh
Poornima. The month of Magh is regarded related especially to rivers,
lakes and water sources. It has been
mentioned in our scriptures:
MAGHE NIMAGNAAHA SALILE
SUSHITE, VIMUKTAPAAPAAHA

TRIDIVAM PRAYAANTI – meaning,
in the month of Magh, a bath in any
holy water body is considered sacred.
In every society of the world, invariably, there is one tradition or the other
with respect to a river. Many civilizations have evolved along the banks
of rivers. Since our culture is thousands of years old, the spread of this
phenomenon is more evident here.
There must not be a single day in
India, when there is no festival connected with water in some corner of
the country or the other. During the
period of Magh, people even leave
their homes, near and dear ones, comforts and amenities to perform
KALPVAAS on the banks of rivers.
This time, in Haridwar, KUMBH too
is being held. For us, water is life;
faith too and the flow of development
as well. In a way, water is more impor-

Sunday Poetry

Vagabond Queen
By: Niranjan Bhuyan, University of Delhi
Wicked theologian scathing usurers
Infused Martina - de - Azpilceuta with an anger born of pain and
emotion.
Bullion’s diminution manufactured incentive
of being a serfdom of the Tudor.
Henry’s misogynist yet gnosis conjoined religiosity - similies drawn
from life,
Bondservent turned into a ‘queen’
Like a dulogy of carefree vagabond,
Wandered million a Sanctum, Chidambaram, Srirangam... Thou endowing futurist plethora
Chaste intimacy embellished catharsis for them.
As time goes ‘ideal women’ paradigm manifested
plaque of commemorative conflagration,
Tudor injunction ostracized the duet :
Uttered inconceivable, a king with serfdom ‘queen’
At long last the two abandoned the world of bounty, as immutable
foray on jurist.
Ilittérateur with paucity bemoaned :
Martina unpleasantly superior vamossed thou,
Still wicked theologian scaths usurers
But she’s immutable, a ‘vagabond queen’.
Letters, Feedback and Suggestions to ‘Imphal Times’
can be sent to our e-mail : imphaltimes@gmail.com. For advertisement
kindy contact: - 0385-3590330 (O). For time being readers can reach
the office at Cell Phone No. 9862860745 for any purpose.
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tant than PARAS, the philosopher’s Jagdish ji’s village and the adjoining
stone. It is said that with the touch of area were dependent on a natural
a PARAS, iron gets turned into gold. source for their water requirements.
Similarly, the touch of water is neces- But many years ago, the source dried
sary for life; imperative for develop- up. This led to worsening of the wament.
ter crisis in the entire area. Jagdish ji
Friends, possibly there is another decided to solve the crisis through
reason to associate the month of tree plantation. Along with fellow vilMagh with water – after this, winters lagers, he planted thousands of trees
come to an end and summers start over the entire area…and today, the
knocking. Hence, for the conserva- dried up water source at the place is
tion of water, we should begin efforts filled to the brim once again.
right away. A few days later, just on
Friends, similarly, we shall have
the 22nd of the month of March, it’s to understand our collective responWorld Water Day.
sibilities with regard to water. In most
Aaradhya from U.P. has written parts of India, rainfall begins in Mayto me that millions of people in the June. Can we right away start a 100
world spend a major part of their lives day campaign for the sake of cleanin overcoming water shortage. It has ing up water sources around us and
not been said without reason, ‘BIN conserving rainwater? With this very
PAANI SAB SOON’ – without water, thought in mind, in a few days from
everything comes to a naught! In now, Jal Shakti Abhiyan CATCH THE
order to solve the water crisis, Sujit ji RAIN is being initiated by the Jal
of North Dinajpur has sent me a very Shakti Ministry. Its credo is ‘CATCH
nice message. Sujit ji has written that THE RAIN, WHERE IT FALLS,
Nature has bestowed upon us a col- WHEN IT FALLS’. We shall commit
lective gift in the form of Water; hence ourselves to the task right now…we
the responsibility of saving it is also shall get existing rain water harvestcollective. It is correct that just as ing systems repaired, clean up lakes
there is a collective gift, there is a and ponds in villages, remove imcollective accountability too. Sujit ji’s pediments in the way of water flowthought is absolutely correct. River, ing into water sources; thus we shall
lake, pond or ground water – all of be able to conserve rainwater to the
these are for everyone.
maximum.
Friends, there was a time when in
My dear countrymen, whenever
villages, people would collectively a discussion on the month of Magh
look after wells and ponds. Now one and its spiritual-social significance
such effort is underway at takes place, the discourse is never
Thiruvannamalai, Tamilnadu. Here, complete without one name – the
local people have been running a name is that of Sant Ravidas ji. Sant
campaign for the conservation of Ravidas ji’s birth anniversary falls on
their wells. These people are rejuve- the very day of Magh Poornima.
nating public wells in their vicinity Even today, the words, the knowlthat had been lying unused for years. edge of Sant Ravidas ji guide us on
The endeavour of Babita Rajput ji our path. He’d said:
of village Agrotha in Madhya Pradesh
EKAI MAATI KE SABH
will inspire all of you. Babita ji’s village BHAANDE, SABH KA EKAU
is in Bundelkhand. Close to her village, SIRJANHAAR | RAVIDAS
once there was a very large lake which VYAAPAI EKAI GHAT BHEETAR,
had dried up. She mobilized other SABH KAU EKAY GHADAI
women of the village itself and built a KUMHAR ||
canal to bring water to the lake.
All of us are earthen vessels of
Through this canal, rainwater started one clay; all of us have been coiled
flowing directly into the lake. Now this and shaped by the One. Sant Ravidas
lake remains filled with water.
ji always expressed himself openly
Friends, the work of Jagdish on the social ills that had pervaded
Kuniyal ji, resident of Bageshwar, society. He laid bare social evils in
Uttarakhand also teaches us a lot. front of society, showed the path of

redemption; and that’s why Meera ji
had said, ‘GURU MILIYA RAIDAS,
DEENHI GYAAN KI GUTKI’|
It’s my good fortune that I am connected with Varanasi, the birth place
of Sant Ravidas ji. I have experienced
the spiritual loftiness of Sant Ravidas
ji’s life and his energy at the pilgrimage site. Friends, Ravidas ji used to
say
‘KARAM BANDHAN MEIN
BANDH RAHIYO, PHAL KI NA
TAJJIYO AAS | KARMA
MAANUSH KA DHARMA HAI,
SAT BHAAKHAI RAVIDAS ||
Meaning, we should incessantly
strive with our Karma, our work; the
Phal, the reward is bound to come
your way. This means – Karma leads
to Siddhi, attainment with certitude.
Our youth must learn one more thing
from Sant Ravidas ji. For doing any
work, they should not bind themselves to old methods and practices.
Decide and shape your life yourself.
Devise your own methods and practices, set your goals yourselves. If
your conscience and self confidence
is unshakeable, you need not fear
anything in the world.
I say so since often due to pressures of traditional thinking our youth
are not able to do what they really like.
That is why you should never hesitate in thinking new, doing new. In the
same manner Sant Ravidas ji has given
another important message. This message is ‘to stand on one’s own feet’. It
is not fair at all that we remain dependant on others for our dreams. Things
remaining to continue the way they
are… Ravidas ji was never in favour
of this. Today, we see that the youth
of the country too is not at all in favour
of this thinking. Today when I see the
innovative spirit of the youth of the
country, I feel Ravidas ji too would
have definitely felt proud of our youth.
My dear countrymen, today happens to be the ‘National Science Day’
too. The day is dedicated to the discovery of ‘Raman Effect’ by the great
scientist of India, Dr C. V. Raman.
Yogeshwaran ji from Kerala has written on NamoApp that the discovery
of Raman Effect had changed the direction of science in its entirety.
Snehil ji from Nasik too has sent me a

very good message connected with
this. Snehil ji has written that there
are many scientists from our country
without whose contribution science
would not have progressed as much.
The way we know of other scientists
of the world, in the same way we
should also know about the scientists of India. I too agree with this
view of these listeners of ‘Mann Ki
Baat’. I definitely would want that our
youth know, understand and read a
lot about the history of science of
India ; about our scientists as well.
Friends, when we talk of science
then many a time people restrict it to
physics-chemistry or labs, but the
spread of science is much more than
that. And there is a lot of contribution of the power of science in the
‘Atmanirbhar Bharat Campaign’. We
have to move science forward with
the mantra of ‘Lab to Land’.
Chintala Venkat Reddy ji from
Hyderabad is an example. A doctor
friend of Reddy ji once told him about
the diseases caused by deficiency of
vitamin D and the dangers thereof.
Reddy ji is a farmer, he thought about
what he could do about solving this
problem. After this he worked a lot
and developed breeds of wheat and
rice that specially contained vitamin
D. This month itself he has received
patent from World Intellectual Property Organization, Geneva. Our Government is fortunate that Venkat
Reddy was also honoured with the
Padmashree last year.
Similarly, Urugen Futsog of
Ladakh too is working very
innovatively. At those heights
Urugen is growing about 20 crops
organically, that too in a cyclic way,
that is, he utilises the waste of one
crop as manure for the other crop.
Isnt’ it amazing?
In the same way Kamraj Bhai
Choudhary from Patan district in
Gujarat has developed good seeds
of drum stick at home itself. Some
people call drum stick as Sargava or
Moringa. Drum sticks that are grown
with the help of good seeds are of
good quality too. Now by sending
his produce to Tamil Nadu and West
Bengal he is raising his income also.
(contd. on page 3)
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Global media corona victim tally crosses
835, India loses 55 journalists; PEC bats
for scribes’ freedom, vaccination and
financial aids
IT Correspondent
Geneva/Guwahati, Feb 28:
Appreciating the United
Nations high commissioner
for human rights for a comprehensive report on the impact of Covid-19 across the
globe, the Press Emblem
Campaign (PEC), a Switzerland based media watchdog, calls upon all UN member countries to guarantee
freedom for scribes, early
vaccination and financial
aids to corona victim families.
“PEC is very concerned
about the devastating impact of novel corona virus
infection on press freedom.
Covid-19 had a triple nega-

tive effect on the media: on
their business, with huge
losses of revenues,on their
capacity to inform freely,
with numerous restrictions
in several countries, and on
their staff, with thousands of
scribes contaminated and
hundreds died,” said Blaise
Lempen, secretary-general
of PEC.
The PEC team has documented the death of over
835 journalists since March
2020 due to the Covid-19
pandemic in 67 countries,
where most affected countries include Peru (108 casualties), Brazil (101), Mexico
(87), India (55) followed by
Italy (46), Bangladesh (44),
USA (43), Ecuador (42), Co-

lombia (37), UK (26), Pakis tan (2 3 ), Tu rke y (21 ),
Panama (16), Ukraine (14),
Bolivia (14), Russia (13),
Sp ai n (11 ) e tc , a dde d
Lempen.
“India has lost popular
te le vis i on s c rib e Vika s
Sharma on 4 February due
to post-corona complications and since then there is
no report of media corona
victim in the populous country,” said Nava Thakuria, the
country representative to
PEC adding that it might be
a matter of temporary relief,
but media persons across
India, while playing the role
of corona-warriors, must
continue following necessary precautions.

Career Guidance

What are the themes and objectives
in National Science Day-2021

By: Vijay Garg
In India, February 28 is
celebrated every year as ‘National Science Day’. On the
same day in 1928, the great
sc ientist Cha ndra sekh ar
Venkataraman (CV Raman)
dis cove red the uniq ue
‘Raman effect’ in the field of
physics. Raman’s discovery
was a clear demonstration of
the Qua ntum The ory of
Light. The decision to celebrate National Science Day
was taken by the Government of India in 1986. Science Day is associated with
a theme every year by the
Government of India. The
ro le of wo men in the
country’s prestigious space
missions Chandrayaan and
Mangalyaan has been crucial
in the last few years. The
theme of National Science
Day 2020 is ‘Women in Science’. The main objective of
this theme is to further promote the participation of
women in the field of science
dissemination, promotion,
dissemination and research.
What is the theme of National Science Day 2021?
This year, the theme of
National Science Day 2021 is
“The Future of STI: Impact
on Education, Skills and Applications”
What is the purpose of
National Science Day?
The purpose of this day
is to motivate students to try
their hand at science.
CV Raman was the first Indian scientist to win the Nobel
Prize in Science. This great
scientist was born on 7 November 1888 in the small town
of Tiruchirappalli (Tamil
Nadu) in southern India.
Raman’s father was a profes-

sor of mathematics and physics at the college. Was. Also.
Raman passed the FA exam at
the age of 11 with a tenth and
at the age of 13 with a scholarship. After completing his
primary education, he joined
AVN College, Visakhapatnam
(Andhra Pradesh). At the age
of fifteen, CV Raman earned
a BA degree and finished first
in his class. At the age of
eighteen, he earned his M.A.
Received Honors degree.
During his student days, he
conducted research on many
scientific subjects at his own
level and one of his research
papers was published in 1906
in Philosophical Magazine,
London.
Was. Also. Raman married Lokasundari Ammal
(1892-1980) on 6 May 1907.
He
had
two
s on s ,
Chandrasekhar and Radio
Astronomer Radhakrishnan.
CV Raman Subramanian was
o n e o f C h a nd ra se kh ar ’s
uncles who won the Nobel
Prize in Physics in 1983. Of
c o urs e the C V. Ram a n
showed his expertise in science but was not encouraged to choose science as a
profession at that time and
at the behest of his father,
he appeared for the entrance
examination in ‘Indian Financial Civil Services’. After passing the examination,
he got a job as Assistant
Accountant General in the
Revenue Department. While
working in the Calcutta office of the department, he
met Amrit Lal Sirkar, Honorary Secretary, Indian Association for Cultivation of
Science. At the behest of
th e go vern m ent, Ram a n
started doing research in the
association’s laboratory.
While w orki n g h ere , h e
wrote about 30 research papers. His research was published in some of the best
science journals such as
Nature, Physics Reviews
and Philosophical Magazine. He was also transferred twice during this period but continued his res ea rc h work. Whe n th e
gre at s cien ti st Ashutos h
Mukherjee became the Vice-

Chancellor of Calcutta University in 1917, he was.
Also. Raman was offered a
p ro fe ss orsh ip, w hi ch h e
gladly accepted. Although
his salary was half of his first
job, he did not take a minute
to quit his job in the revenue
department. The Revenue
Department did not want to let
him leave because he was one
of the best officers. When he
went to England in 1921 to
work at the university, he was
fascinated by the deep blue
oceans there. Looking at
these oceans, CV Raman came
up with the idea of doing research on the subject of light
scattering. In 1924 he was
elected a Fellow of the Royal
Society of London. Four
years later, in 1928, at a joint
meeting of the Institute of
South Indian Sciences and
the Science Club of Center
College, Bangalore, he announced his discovery of the
Raman effect. For his research work in the field of science, he was awarded the title
of ‘Sir’ in 1929 and the Nobel
Prize in 1930. In 1934, he became the Director of IISC, Bangalore where he remained till
his retirement. After his retirement, he established the
Raman Institute in Bangalore
and later the Indian Academy
of Sciences. He was awarded
the Bharat Ratna in 1954 by
the Government of India for
his scientific contribution.
He died on November 1, 1970.
According to his wishes, his
activities were performed in
the garden of Raman Institute. He was a simple, passionate man. He was of the
view that the solution to
India’s problems lay only with
science and that we should
not look to the West for solutions to our problems but
should find solutions to them
ourselves. Was. Also.
Raman was not only a great
scientist but also a staunch
patriot.
Was.
Also.
Throughout his life, Raman
had amassed a collection of
nuggets, minerals and other
interesting items which are on
display at the Raman Research Institute where he
taught and worked.
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English rendering of PM’s address......
Friends, nowadays you must
be hearing a lot, the name of Chia
seeds. People connected to
health awareness give a lot of
importance to it and it has a lot of
demand too in the world. In India, it is mostly sourced from
abroad but now people are taking up the challenge to be selfreliant in Chia seeds too. Similarly, Harishchandra ji of
Barabanki in UP has begun farming of Chia seeds. Cultivation of
Chia seeds will also increase his
income and will help in the selfreliant India campaign too.
Friends, manyexperiments of
creating wealth from agricultural
waste too are being run successfully in the entire country. Like,
Murugesan ji from Madurai made
a machine to make ropes from
waste of banana. This innovation of Murugesan ji will solve
the issues of environment and
filth too, and will also pave the
way for additional income for the
farmers.
Friends, the purpose of talking about so many people to the
listeners of ‘Mann Ki Baat’ is that
we all should get motivated by
them. When every citizen of the
country will spread the spirit of
science in his life and in every
field, avenues of progress will
also open up and the country will
become self-reliant too. And I do
believe that every citizen of the
country can do this.
My dear friends, Ranjan ji
from Kolkata, in his letter, has
raised a very interesting and fundamental question and along
with that, has tried to answer it in
the best way. He asks what it
means to us when we talk of becoming self-reliant. In answer to
this very question, he himself
further writes that- “’Self reliant
India” is not just a Government
policy, but is a national spirit. He
believes that being self-reliant
means deciding one’s own fate,
that is controlling one’s own destiny. Ranjan babu is a hundred
percent correct. Furthering what
he has said, I too would say that
the first condition for self-reliance is to have pride in the things
of one’s own country; to take
pride in the things made by
people of one’s own country.
When every countryman takes
pride, every countryman connects; self-reliant India doesn’t
remain just an economic campaign but becomes a national
spirit. When we see fighter plane
Tejas made in our own country
doing acrobatics in the sky,
when Made in India tanks, Made
in India missiles increase our
pride, when we see Made in India coaches in Metro trains in
wealthy-advanced nations,
when we see Made in India Corona Vaccines reaching dozens
of countries, then our heads rise
higher. And it is not that only bigger things will make India selfreliant. Textiles made in India,
handicraft goods made by talented artisans of India, electronic
appliances of India, mobiles of
India, in every field we have to
raise this pride. When we move
forward with this thought, only
then will we become self-reliant
in the truest sense… and friends,
I am happy that this mantra of
self-reliant India is reaching the
villages of the country. This very
thing happened in Bettiah, about
which I got to read in the media.
A resident of Bettiah, Pramod
ji worked as a technician in an
LED bulb manufacturing factory
in Delhi. During his work in the
factory, he understood the intricacies of the entire process in
great detail. But during corona
Pramod ji had to return to his
home. Do you know what
Pramod ji did after returning? He
himself started a small unit to
manufacture LED bulbs. He

brought along some youngsters
from his area and completed the
journey from being a factory
worker to becoming a factory
owner in a few months ; that too
while living in his own house.
There is one more example
from Garhmukteshwar in UP.
Shriman Santosh Ji from
Garhmukteshwar, has written
how during the Corona outbreak
he turned adversity into opportunity. Santosh ji’s ancestors
were craftsmen par excellence ;
they used to make mats. When
everything came to a halt at the
time of Corona, these people began mat making with great energy and enthusiasm. Soon, they
started getting orders for their
mats not onlyfrom Uttar Pradesh,
but also from other states.
Santosh ji also narrated that with
this the hundreds of years old
beautiful art of this region has
received a new strength.
Friends, there are many examples across the country where
people are contributing in a similar manner to the ‘Atmanirbhar
Bharat Abhiyan’. Today it has
become a sentiment, flowing in
the hearts of common folk.
My dear countrymen, I saw
an interesting post by Mayur, a
resident of Gurgaon, on the
NaMo App. He is a passionate
bird watcher and a nature lover.
Mayur ji has written that while he
lives in Haryana, he wishes us to
touch upon the people of Assam,
and in particular, the people of
Kaziranga. I thought that Mayur
ji would talk about the Rhino,
hailed as the pride of Kaziranga.
But Mayur ji instead has asked
for appreciation of the people of
Assam for the rise in the number
of Waterfowls in Kaziranga. I was
searching for a common term to
describe Waterfowls in simple terminology, and found the word Jalpakshi - Birds that nest not on
the trees but on the water, such as
ducks and others.
The Kaziranga National Park
& Tiger Reserve Authority has
been carrying out its Annual Waterfowls Census for some time.
This Census reveals the population of water birds and also about
their favorite Habitat. Just twothree weeks ago, the survey was
conducted again. You will also
be delighted to know that this
time the number of water birds
has increased by about one hundred seventy five (175%) percent
compared to last year. A total of
112 Species of Birds have been
sighted in Kaziranga National
Park during this Census. And of
these, 58 species happen to be
winter migrants from different
parts of the world including Europe, Central Asia and East Asia.
The most important reason for
this is that here, there is better
water conservation along with
very little human interference.
However, in some cases, positive
human interference is also very
important.
Just take the example of Shri
Jadav Payeng of Assam with
whom some of you certainly
must be familiar. He has received
the Padma award for his work.
Shri Jadav Payeng is the person
who actively contributed in raising about 300 hectares of plantations in the Majuli Island in
Assam. He has been constantly
working for forest conservation
and is also involved in motivating people for Plantation and
conservation of biodiversity.
Friends, our temples in
Assam are also playing a unique
role in the protection of nature. If
you take a look at our temples,
you will find that every temple
has a pond in the vicinity. The
Hayagriva Madheb Temple at
Hajo, the Nagashankar Temple at
Sonitpur and the Ugratara
Temple at Guwahati have many

such ponds nearby. They are
being used to save near extinct
species of turtles. Assam is home
to the highest number of species
of turtles. The ponds of theses
temples can become excellent
sites for their conservation and
breeding and training about
them.
My dear countrymen, some
people think that it is necessary
to be a scientist to do innovation
and some believe that it is essential to be a teacher to teach something to others. Those who challenge this line of thinking are worthy of praise. Now for example if
anyone trains someone to become a soldier, is it necessary for
him to be a soldier? You may be
thinking that yes, it is necessary.
But here is a little twist!
On MyGov app, Kamalakant
ji has shared a media report which
states something different. There
is a gentleman in Arakhuda in
Odisha - Nayak Sir. Although his
name is Silu Nayak, everyone addresses him as Nayak Sir. In reality he is a man on a mission! He
imparts free training to the youth
who want to join the army. The
name of the organization of
Nayak Sir is Mahaguru Battalion.
The training touches upon all the
aspects from physical fitness to
interviews and writing to training. You will be surprised to know
that the people this organization
has trained, have secured their
places in uniformed forces such
as the Army, Navy, Air Force,
CRPF and BSF.
By the way, you will also be
amazed to know that Silu Nayak
ji had himself tried to get recruited
in Odisha Police but could not
succeed. Despite this, on the basis of his own training, he has
made many youth worthy of national service. Come, let us all
wish Nayak Sir greater success
for preparing more heroes for our
country.
Friends, sometimes even a
very small and simple question
rankles the mind. These questions are not very long ; they are
very simple, yet they make us
think. A few days ago Aparna
Reddy ji of Hyderabad asked me
one such question. She said
“You have been PM for so many
years and were CM for so many
years. Do you ever feel that
something is missing?” Aparna
ji’s question seems simple but is
equally difficult. I pondered this
over and told myself that one of
my shortcomings was that I could
not make much effort to learn
Tamil, the oldest language in the
world ; I could not make myself
learn Tamil! It is such a beautiful
language, which is popular all
over the world. Many people
have told me a lot about the quality of Tamil literature and the
depth of the poems written in it.
India is a land of many languages,
which symbolizes our culture
and pride. Speaking of language,
I want to share a small, interesting clip with you.
(SOUND CLIPSTATUE OF
UNITY)
Actually, what you were listening to now is a guide at the
Statue of Unity, informing people
in Sanskrit about the tallest statue
of Sardar Patel in the world. You
will be happy to know that there
are more than 15 guides in
Kevadiya, who guide people in
fluent Sanskrit. Now I present to
you one more voice –
(SOUND CLIP CRICKET
COMMENTARY)
You too would have been
surprised to hear this. Actually,
this is a cricket commentary being done in Sanskrit. In Varanasi,
a cricket tournament is held
among Sanskrit colleges. These
colleges are - Shastharth College,
Swami VedantiVed Vidyapeeth, Sri
Brahma Veda Vidyalaya and In-

ternational Chandramouli Charitable Trust. Commentary is also
done in Sanskrit during the
matches of this tournament. I just
played for you a very small part of
that commentary. Not only this,
in this tournament, players and
commentators are seen in the traditional attire. If you want energy,
excitement, suspense all at once,
then you should listen to the
sports commentaries. Long before
the advent of TV, sports commentary was the medium through
which people of the country felt
the thrill of sports like cricket and
hockey. The commentary for tennis and football matches is also
very well presented. We have
seen that games in which commentaries are vibrant, they get
promoted and gain popularity
very fast. Here too, we have many
Indian sports, where commentary
culture has not permeated yet and
due to this they are in a state of
near extinction. I have a thought Why not have good commentaries of different sports and especially Indian sports in more and
more languages, we must think
about encouraging it. I would
urge the Sports Ministry and private institutional partners to think
about it.
My dear young friends, the
coming few months are of special
importance in the lives of all of
you. Most of the young friends
will have exams. Do all of you remember – You have to become a
warrior not a worrier, go gleefully
for the examination and come
back with a smile. You have to
compete with yourself, not with
anyone else. Get adequate sleep
and be mindful of time management. Do not stop playing, for
those who play are the ones that
blossom. Revision and smart
methods of memorization are to
be adopted, that is, overall, in
these exams, you have to bring
out your best. You must be thinking how all this will be possible.
We’re going to do it together. Like
every year, this year too we will
have ‘Pariksha Pe Charcha’. But
before the ‘Pariksha Pe Charcha’
to be held in March, I request all
of you exam warriors, parents and
teachers to share your experiences, your tips. You can share
on MyGov platform and Narendra
Modi app. This time, along with
the youth, parents and teachers
are also invited to ‘Pariksha Pe
Charcha’. You will get all the information on MyGov - how to
participate, how to win the prize,
how to get an opportunity to discuss with me. So far, more than
one lakh students, about 40 thousand parents, and about 10 thousand teachers have participated.
You too participate today itself.
In the times of Corona, I took out
some time, added many new mantras in the exam warrior book; some
for the parents as well. A lot of
interesting activities related to
these mantras are given on the
Narendra Modi App which will
help to ignite the exam warrior in
you. Do try them. Best wishes to
all my young friends for the upcoming exams.
My dear countrymen, the
month of March is also the last
month of our financial year, therefore, it will be a very busy period
for many of you. The way economic activities are intensifying
in the country, the activities of
our business and entrepreneur
friends are also increasing. In the
midst of all these, we should not
lower our guard against Corona.
May all of you be healthy, be
happy, stay steadfast on the path
of duty and service and the country will continue to move ahead
fast. Best wishes in advance to
all of you for the festivals; there
should not be any laxity in the
rules regarding Corona as well.
Many many thanks.
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Fishermen Organise “Channel Bandh” At least five dead in bloodiest day
To Disrupt Ships’ Movement At JNPT of Myanmar protests against coup
IT Correspondent
Mumbai, Feb 28:
The JNPT-project-affected
people, basically fishermen, of
erstwhile Sheva village in Uran
taluka of Raigad district, in
Maharashtra lined up in nearly
100 fishing boats, in the Arabian sea pressing for their demands including immediate rehabilitation, on Friday.
The fishermen formed a
chain into the sea to prevent
the movement of incoming and
outgoing ships at Jawaharlal
Nehru Port Trust (JNPT). Given
the agitation, the police landed
at Hanuman Koliwada, the transit camp created 13 yrs ago for
the Sheva village people, and
took three activists of the
“Gramsudharna Mandal” (Village Reforms Committee) into
custody. Besides about 500
women activists were taken to
JNPT community hall, Ramesh
Koli, one of the leaders told
the “Transcontinental Times”.
“we will peacefully continue
our agitation since the matter
is pending for the last 36
years” he added.
“In all 256 families were
displaced from Sheva Village
and now they have grown to
about 600 families. None of the
rehabilitation measures as per
even the government norms
have been implemented. As
per the norms, JNPT is supposed to train the project-hit
people and give them jobs,
however, it was not done. Fed
up with this attitude, we are left
with no alternative but to

The fishing boats lined up into the sea to block movements of ships at JNPT
launch an agitation,” Koli said.
Background
The JNPT had acquired
16.88 hectares in Sheva Village
between 1984-1989 to set up
the port equipped with all modern facilities. The port was established on May 26, 1989, and
was inaugurated by former
Prime Minister late Rajiv
Gandhi.
The JNPT had paid compensation for the entire land
acquired to the Maharashtra
Government. But the government rehabilitated villagers
merely on two hectares of land
located at Bokadvira (near New
Sheva) and Bori Pakhadi (near
Hanuman Koliwada). With this
discontent began among the
villagers. In 1995-1996 there
was a major termite attack on
the village in which the entire
village was badly affected. To
give relief to the villagers, the
JNPT carried out termite treatment for the entire village.
Present status
After the issue was raised
in the Maharashtra State legislature, a 10 member legislative committee was set up. The

committee visited the
Hanuman Koliwada and
asked the Government to
identify the land for second
rehabilitation. Since the Government could not find a suitable site, the JNPT agreed to
part with its additional 6 hectares of land located near village Funde for the rehabilitation of the villagers. The proposal was communicated to
the legislative committee in a
meeting held on June 25, 2019.
This was also communicated
to the Sarpanch of the
Hanuman Koliwada on August 18, 2000, by the JNPT.
The
“Gramsudharna
Mandal” (Village Reforms
Committee) by its letter dated
December 28, 2020, threatened
to launch the “Channel
Bandh” agitation from January
21, 2021, onwards. As such a
meeting was called by JNPT
Chairman urging the villagers
to withdraw their agitation.
Subsequently, at the intervention of the Raigad collector and
police, the villagers deferred
their agitation.
Raigad Collector wrote to

JNPT on February 05, 2021, to
deposit Rs 5.69 crore towards
the cost of rehabilitation of villages (as agreed by the Union
Ministry of Shipping on
March 17, 2006). Accordingly,
JNPT deposited the amount
through RTGS with Raigad
Collector on February 16, 2021.
As suggested by Raigad collector, because of the inflation
in the last 14 years, the JNPT
also agreed to pay additional
Rs 8.95 crore towards the cost
of rehabilitation.
Now the JNPT by its letter
dated February 17, 2021, to the
Union Shipping secretary, has
sought approval to pay the
amount of additional compensation of Rs 8.95 crore and
handover its 6 hectares land
near village Funde, to the
Raigad collector.
However, Ramesh Koli said
that the authorities will continue to bide time and the rehabilitation will be delayed.
The matter has been hanging
fire for the last 36 years. “As
such we will continue with our
agitation till the time the dispute is finally resolved”.

“Entrepreneurship requires
physical, mental, emotional
strength, stability to take forward
business and the ability to handle
the economic risks that are associated with entrepreneurship,”
said Sinha. She pointed out that
Entrepreneurship is for someone
who contributes positively into
a sustainable development and
sustainable growth of the society which again needs ability to
mobilize resources, dealership
ability, liaison and everything altogether brought into a common
platform.
Pawan Yadav, DC
Churachandpur stated that
‘Beti Bachao Beti Padhao’is
one of the unique programme
and the district administration
has recognized successful
women entrepreneursand encouraged them to further promote their business.
He also announced that in
connection with the International Women’s Day on 8th
March,Loan Mela would be

organisedfor women vendors
under PM SVA Nidhi and various banks counter would be
open. He also informed that a
resource person from Startup
Manipur (Planning Department) will be giving an input
on how to become a successful entrepreneur and an
awareness programmeon various schemes of MSME will be
highlighted which will be further extended till 9th March.
Competitions
on
photomother-daughter selfie
contest and short film contest
(video clip of 3-4 minutes) are
undergoing and the award will
be given on March 8, 2021,
added the DC.
Amongst other dignitaries
attending the programme included Officer from 2nd AR
Singngat; Thangboi Gangte,
MCS, ADC I DC Office
Churachandpur and S.
Khaikhopau Ngaihte, MCS,
ADC II, DC Office
Churachandpur.

IT News
Imphal, Feb 28:

Women Entrepreneurs feted
IT News
Churachandpur, Feb 28:
District Administration
Churachandpur feted women
entrepreneurs of the district
under Beti Bachao Beti Padhao
scheme in a solemn
programme yesterday at DTC
Hall, DC Office here.
In all, five women entrepreneurs were felicitated in the
programme. The women entrepreneurs feted today were
Boinu Nienghelam of Bijang
Gangte Veng; Jesse D of
Singhat; L. Florence of Bijang
Family Lane; Siandeihniang of
Zomi Colony and S. Chongboi
Haokip of Koite Village.
Speaking as the Chief
Guest of the programme, SP
Churachandpur, Amrita Sinha
stated that the programme is
aimed positively towards recognizing the efforts, appreciating the skills and admiring
the risk-taking ability of
women in the society.

Courtesy : Reuters
Yangon, Feb 28:
Myanmar police opened
fired on protesters on Sunday
killing at least four people and
wounding several in the
bloodiest day of weeks of demonstrations across the country
against a military coup, a doctor and a politician said.
A woman also died of a suspected heart attack after police
broke up a teachers’ protest
with stun grenades in the main
city of Yangon, her daughter
and a colleague said.
Myanmar has been in
chaos since the army seized
power and detained elected
government leader Aung San
Suu Kyi and much of her
party leadership on Feb. 1, alleging fraud in a November
election her party won in a
landslide.
The coup, which brought a
halt to tentative steps towards
democracy after nearly 50 years
of military rule, has drawn hundreds of thousands onto the

streets and the condemnation
of Western countries.
“Myanmar is like a battlefield,” the Buddhist-majority
country’s first Catholic cardinal, Charles Maung Bo, said on
Twitter.
Police were out in force early
and opened fire in different
parts of Yangon after stun grenades, tear gas and shots in the
air failed to break up crowds.
Soldiers also reinforced police.
Several wounded people
were hauled away by fellow
protesters, leaving bloody
smears on pavements, media
images showed.
One man died after being
brought to a hospital with a
bullet wound in the chest, said
a doctor who asked not to be
identified.
Police also opened fire in
Dawei in the south, killing three
and wounding several, politician Kyaw Min Htike told
Reuters from the town.
The Irrawaddy online media outlet reported one person
had been killed in a protest in

the second city of Mandalay
while an emergency services
charity reported two dead in the
central town of Bago.
Police and the spokesman
for the ruling military council
did not respond to phone calls
seeking comment.
Police broke up protests in
other towns including Lashio
in the northeast and Myeik in
the deep south, residents and
media reported.
Junta leader General Min
Aung Hlaing said last week
authorities were using minimal
force to deal with the protests.
Nevertheless, at least eight
protesters have now died in the
turmoil. The army said a policeman has been killed.
The crackdown would appear to indicate determination
by the military to impose its
authority in the face of widespread defiance, not just on the
streets but more broadly in the
civil service, municipal administration, the judiciary, the education and health sectors and
the media.

Free Anti Rabies Vaccination Camp conducted
A team of Dog Protection
Society conducted “Free
An ti Rabie s Vaccination
Camp” at Indo Burma Sports
As so c iat io n
(IBSA)
Singjamei Yumnam Leikai,
Imphal West District. The
programme was conducted
in collaboration with the
State Veterinary and Animal
Husbandry Department.
Representat ive of the
state Veterinary and Animal
Hu sb a n d ry D epa rt m en t,
volunteers of DPS participated in the programme.
During the Free Rabies vaccination Dog Protection society secretary Naoba expressed that around 180 animals were vaccinated and
Dewormed tablets distributed during the camp and to
support in the future also.

Nationwide COVID-19 Vaccination
phase to cover senior citizens
Agency
New Delhi, Feb 28:
India is all set to expand the
nationwide COVID-19 Vaccination drive from tomorrow to
cover people above 60 years of
age and those over 45 years with
comorbidities against the
coronavirus. The vaccination
program was launched on 16th
of January covering over one
crore health care and front line
workers.
The Union Health Ministry
has said, the facility of on-site
registrations will be available so
that eligible beneficiaries can
walk into identified COVID vac-

cination centres, get themselves
registered and get inoculated.
The vaccine will be administered free of cost at ten thousand government hospitals to
these groups while the cost of
the vaccine at around 20 thousand private Vaccination Centres will be borne by the people.
Private Hospitals can charge up
to 250 rupees per dose for the
COVID-19 vaccine during the
Vaccination drive.
The Health Ministry has
said, the States has been given
the freedom to use all private
hospitals empanelled under
State Government Health Insurance Schemes as COVID Vacci-

nation Centres. The states can
also use health facilities of all
PSUs and all government health
facilities as COVID Vaccination
Centres.
Union Health Secretary
Rajesh Bhushan interacted with
Health Secretaries and Mission
Directors of National Health
Mission of States and Union
Territories on the vaccination of
age-appropriate groups through
a video conference.
During the meeting, states
were explained about the three
methods of registration which
are Advance Self-Registration,
Onsite Registration and Facilitated Cohort Registration.
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