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Govt. orders to put halt all recruitment
process of employees
IT News
Imphal, Feb 23:
State government of
Manipur has ordered to
put halt all recruitment
process of government
employees with immediate
effect in view of the
precarious financial
position of the state.
Department of Personnel
and Administrative Reforms
(Personnel Division) of the

government of Manipur has
issued an office memorandum
in the connection.
The office memorandum
signed by the Chief
Secretary Dr. Rajesh Kumar
stated that all the ongoing
recruitment processes
(including daily wages,
contract employment,
muster roll, direct recruitment) being undertaken by
by the department (including all agencies, societies,

undertaking boards,
corporation etc. under
them) shall be put on halt
with immediate effect (Feb.
12, 2021) until further
orders in view of the state’s
economy and the precarious financial position of
the state.
Written test examination
and viva voce are also
ordered to put on halt.
The Chief Secretary also
order that the entire

proposal for any recruitment process or need to be
initiated has to place before
the committee headed by
the Chief Secretary ,
Government of Manipur to
examine issues relating to
rationalization of posts in
all Government Departments and Autonomous
Bodies first which will be
followed with specific
permission from the
department f Personnel.

Door to door campaign against drug abuse held
IT News
Bishempur Feb 23:
Accelerating the momentum of Nasha Mukt Bharat Campaign in Bishnupur District, a
massive Door to Door IEC Campaign carrying the message of
making a drug and substance
abuse free society, was conducted today at vendors and
shops of Kumbi Keithel and
other ten adjoining villages.
The campaign volunteers covered households inhabited in
and around Kumbi Lai
Sandhong, Sandhong Mamang
Leikai, Eching Chaipi Leikai,
Uchamakhong, Kumbi Terakha,
Kumbi Mayai Leikai, Kumbi
Leirak Achouba, Kumbi Bamon
Leikai, Kumbi Setapur Maning

Members of FEGOCTA
staged protest rally near M.B.
College, Palace Compound
against the government’s failure
to issue Orders of 7th UGC and
Regulations, 2018 today. The
college teachers continue Cease
work and Sit in protests in all the
Government Colleges.
The FEGOCTA, the apex
body of the government college
teachers in Manipur also expressed strong condemnation to
police violence on the protesting students.
A statement said that the

Agency
New Delhi, Feb 23:
Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises Minister Nitin
Gadkari has inaugurated 50
artisan-based SFURTI clusters
spread over 18 States. In these
clusters, over 42 thousand artisans have been supported in
the traditional segments of
muslin, khadi, coir, handicraft,
handlooms, wood craft,
leather, pottery, carpet weaving, bamboo, agro processing,
tea and others. These clusters have been inaugurated in
Andhra Pradesh, Arunachal
Pradesh,
Assam,
Chhattisgarh,
Gujarat,
Haryana,
Jharkhand,
Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya
Pradesh,
Maharashtra,

IT News
Imphal, Feb 23:
Leikai, Kumbi Setapur Mamang
Leikai etc.
India has identified 272
districts mostly affected by
drugs menace incliding 8 districts of the State. Chief
Functionery of Anouba

Punsikon IRCA, Keisam
Pradipkumar said that for
evoking the public mindset
and alerting the children on
the issues of abusing Psychoactive substances a kite flying event would be organised

at Moirang under the theme
“High with Kites, Down with
Drugs” very soon.
The campaign is undertaken under District level
Nasha Mukt Bharat campaign
Bishnupur.

college teachers are on democratic protests against the nonimplementation of UGC policy of
7th Pay and Regulations, 2018.
“ FEGOCTA appeals to all to
restrain from any kind of violence. The 5 th FEGOCTA agitation is not against the students.
The announcement of the
schedule of the college students’
union
elections
during
FEGOCTA cease work appears
to be an attempt to create conflict between teachers and students”, it said.
“If the Government was
committed in implementing UGC
policy and fulfilled the three written assurances to FEGOCTA in

2019, the present unfortunate
crisis would have been avoided.
FEGOCTA firmly believes that
the unprecedented 5 th
FEGOCTA agitation can be resolved any time, if there is a
strong political will. It is high time
to stop blaming college teachers. FEGOCTA is compelled to
go for fifth agitation as the last
resort. There are many compelling reasons. Can anyone believe
that all government college
teachers including Principals are
denied the complete salary for
over nine years? The younger
teachers are not promoted for
the last twelve years. Basic infrastructure and facilities like uri-

nals and toilets including for the
lady teachers, adequate classrooms, non-teaching staff,
proper budget allocation etc are
not provided properly. Only
when teachers are on agitations,
focus has been still on the teachers and their pay. Who is really
concerned and bother about the
issues and problems of collegiate
education in Manipur? When
the teachers are always in agitating moods even without
physical agitation, will there be
quality collegiate education in
Manipur? Blaming the teachers
will not resolve the fifth
FEGOCTA agitations” the statement said.
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Nitin Gadkari inaugurates 50
artisan-based SFURTI clusters
spread over 18 states

Uripok
Kangchup road
shut down

FEGOCTA Rally against Non-Implementation of UGC
Policy; condemn police excess to students
IT News
Imphal, Feb 23:

Maliyapham Palcha kumsing 3418

Shops and all business establishment in Uriok Kangchup
road remain closed today in protest against the decision to construct stalls in front of Cheirap
court.
Earlier , the Uripok Apunba
Lup called a 12 hours against the
construction. However , after
police arrested two of the leaders, the members of the Uriok
Apunba Lup came out to the
street demanding their release .
The protestors also halt movement of vehicles along the route.
Later the two were released .
But shops and other business establishment remain
closed showing solidarity to the
protest.

Manipur, Nagaland, Odisha,
Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu, Uttar
Pradesh and West Bengal.
The MSME Ministry has
funded 85 crore rupees for
development of these SFURTI
clusters. The Center is implementing the Scheme of Fund
for Regeneration of Traditional Industries (SFURTI) to
organize traditional industries
and artisans into clusters to
make them competitive and
increase their income.
Speaking on the occasion,
Mr. Gadkari said, more research needs to be done on
what kind of village products
are required by the consumers, and how to attractively
design and market these products. He suggested that the
National Institute of Design,

Ahmedabad may be approached to improve the design and attractiveness of traditional products. He said, a
web portal is also required, on
the lines of Amazon or Alibaba
to market these products effectively both in India and
abroad. The Minister also
pointed out the need to step
up the pace of formation of
such clusters since only 82 of
the 371 announced so far are
actually functional.
Minister of State for
MSME Pratap Chandra
Sarangi said, formation of the
clusters builds the confidence
of traditional craftsmen and it
is part of the government’s
strategy of keeping villages at
the core of the economic
policy.

DAC approves proposals
worth Rs 13,700 crore
PIB
New Delhi, Feb 23:
Defence Acquisition Council (DAC), under the chairmanship of Raksha Mantri Shri
Rajnath Singh, has approved
capital acquisition proposals of
various weapons/platforms/
equipment/
systems required by the Indian Army, Indian Navy and Indian Air Force, in New Delhi on
February 23, 2021. Three Acceptance of Necessities (AoNs) for
an overall cost of Rs 13,700 crore
were accorded. All these AoNs
are in the highest priority category of Defence Acquisition viz
‘Buy [Indian-IDDM (Indigenously Designed, Developed
and Manufactured)].
All these acquisition pro-

posals will be indigenously designed, developed and manufactured. These will include interalia platforms and systems designed and developed by Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO).
To meet the Atmanirbhar
Bharat goals of the Government
on time-bound defence procurement process and faster decision
making and to systematically
work towards reducing the time
taken for capital acquisition, the
DAC also approved that all capital acquisition contracts (delegated and non-delegated) other
than D&D cases shall be concluded in two years. The Ministry, in consultation with the Services and all stakeholders, will
come up with detailed plan of
action for achieving the same.

Two Day Free Health Camp cum
HIV screening camp held at Moreh

Space to separatist militant at press club, FIR
lodged against GPC president, secretary
IT Correspondent,
Guwahati, February 23:
Alleging that the city based
press club had ‘designed to
give space to a separatist leader
of a banned armed outfit which
emerged as a terrorist outfit to
threat the sovereignty and integrity’ of India, an FIR has
bene lodged against the president and general secretary of
Gauhati Press Club (GPC).
Senior journalist Biswajit
Nath, who is a former general
member of GPC, lodged the
compliant at Latashil police
station in the city on 23 February 2021, arguing that the press
club authority ‘organized a formal audio interview with

Paresh Barua (self-styled military chief of United Liberation
Front of Assam-Independent)
at its auditorium’ by 6.30 pm on
21 February last.
GPC president Manoj Nath
and general secretary Sanjay
Ray was seen (through various news channels’ live visuals) on dais of the club auditorium waiting for the call from
Barua with an aim to transfer
it to the sound system so that
all reporters, who were
present on the occasion, could
listen and interact subsequently.
“However, because of the
interventions of the city police
the program could not be
organised and it came to an

abrupt end. But it is beyond
doubts that the present committee of Gauhati Press Club
organized the program and announced about it in advance.
Notably, Ulfa (I) leader Paresh
Barua called them on time accordingly,” said in the FIR.
Mentionable is that the
dreaded militant leader is in the
media as he threatened to take
punitive actions against two
abducted Quippo Oil and Gas
Infrastructure Limited employees namely Pranab Kumar
Gogoi (hails from Sivasagar,
Assam) and Ram Kumar (hails
from Khagaria, Bihar).
By then, the negotiations
with the company management
on ransom were failed. Kid-

napped from Dayun Khumsai
drilling area in Changlang district of Arunachal Pradesh on
21 December, both of them are
still under the custody of
ULFA (I).
“Now why necessary actions should not be taken under the unlawful activities prevention act (1967) against
Manoj Nath (c/o Niyomiya
Barta, Pride East Entertainment Private Limited,
Christianbasti, Guwahati,
Assam, m-94350 89498) and
Sanjay Ray (c/o The Assam
Tribune, Maniram Dewan
Road, Chandmari, Guwahati,
Assam, m-80117 45999),”
questioned in the FIR.
contd. on page 4

IT Correspondent
Moreh, Feb 23:
On February 20 and 21,
2021, Dedicated People‘s
Union
Moreh
and
Organisation for Salvation of
Man (NGOs - Under Manipur
State Aids Control Society)
organised two days Free
Health Camp and HIV Screening Camp at Adullam Drug
Rehabilitation Centre at H.
Munnom Village and Ch.
Tengnoupal Village , Moreh on
20th and 21st of this month
respectively in collaboration
with 43rd Assam Rifles and I-

tech India.
The camp was participated
by a total of 156 patients attended the medical camps . The
patients were also provided
with free medicines followed
by a counselling session regarding HIV/AIDS. The NGOs
also known as Targeted Intervention Projects under
Manipur State Aids Control
Society and National Aids
Control Organisation are working to find out HIV Positive
patients for treatment and also
to prevent HIV transmission
in Tengnoupal District.
The Dedicated peoples’

Union has been spreading the
message against Drug Abuse
and has been working for a
drug free Moreh. Total of 20
staff members of both the
NGOs and unit of 43 Assam
rifles Unit Hospital jointly
conducted the medical camp.
Regular efforts are being
made by Assam Rifles and
such NGOs for treatment of
drug addicts, counselling
sessions for inmates, skill
development of local youth
and intense area domination
to prevent move of drugs with
a larger aim of ensuring Drug
Free Moreh.
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Ignoring the core issues
After what can be considered an unusually long period of relative calm
and semblance of positive development in the state by any yardstick, we
are now reverting back to the old days of chaos and confusion if the present
social developments is anything to go by. After the initial euphoria and the
heightened expectations of the public for a radical change in the system of
governance in the state with the change of guard, the emerging picture is
proving to be one of increasing disappointment with each passing day, not
for lack of effort or expressed intent on the part of the incumbent state
government, but more due to the fact that the very system which the public
wants changed and were expecting to be altered, has eventually claimed yet
another well-meaning bunch of ‘social activists’ who have evidently missed
the woods for the trees.
Instances of ‘hands-on’ publicity gimmicks where ministers and political leaders got their hands soiled with physical activities in what is often
described as acts of encouragement have become a rage of late, and while
such acts may very well motivate the general public to contribute or cooperate with the government, it still does not address the basic issue of remedying the system of governance.
The deepening crisis on the educational front with the present imbroglio between the Teachers community on the one hand and the government
on the other side putting students future of thousands of students, if not
more, at jeopardy, and there is still no sign of any initiative from the state
government to settle the issue in the larger interest of the state even if the
matter may not justify official intervention.
The ongoing agitation by the government college teachers demanding
implementation of 7th UGC pay and rgulation is another huge hindrance
which is proving to be a nightmare for the general public as the already
lethargic and unfriendly public services has ceased functioning for all practical purposes. It goes without saying that the debacle which is unlikely to
be resolved in the foreseeable future has already done its damage to the
efforts on development and progress of the state.
What about the frighteningly regular reports of seizure of narcotic drugs
in the state? The suspicious silence on the part of the government and the
failure to admit as yet, the growing menace of drugs in the state and the
presence of a powerful and influential drug cartel which is using the state as
an international highway for drug trafficking is a cause for serious concern
for everybody. A more proactive and stringent approach towards the issue
is required to allay the fears and suspicions from the minds of the public.
And why is the state government, in this time and age, still unable to
present a definite stand on the much discussed and disgruntled border
issue for once? Every state ought to have its definite boundary, and the
state government should present the official area and physical boundary of
Manipur to the public which will be of immense help in framing policies,
programs and conclusions regarding the public perception.
While the present government has repeatedly expressed its intent to
usher in positive change in the state, there is still a load to be done, and the
manner of implementation of various programs, policies and activities remain far from satisfactory. Slapdash efforts will only worsen the situation.
What is sorely needed is for the system to be rectified so that more transparency, efficiency and effectiveness are achieved. The voice of the public
should be a guiding force towards such efforts.
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Need for Infrastructure Financing in India –
Role of New Multilateral Development Banks
By: Prasanna V. Salian and Divya Satija
Infrastructure financing is sine
quo non for promoting and sustaining rapid economic growth. India’s
investments in infrastructure have
been growing over the years, from
Rs. 24 lakh crores between 2008 and
2012, to Rs. 56.2 lakh crore between
2013 and 2019. During this period,
around 70 per cent of the infrastructure financing was sourced from the
public sector and remaining was
funded by the private sector - a suboptimal mix for sustaining infrastructure financing in India.
India aims to achieve the target
of becoming a $5 trillion economy
by 2025 and infrastructure development has an important role to play.
As per the National Infrastructure
Pipeline (NIP), the total capital expenditure in infrastructure sectors
in India is projected at around Rs.
111 lakh crore ($1.5 trillion) between
2020 and 2025.
Critical Challenges
However, there are some challenges to achieving these targets
including (a) challenge of stressed
assets faced by banks and infraNBFCs, (b) limited private sector finance, (c) low adoption of sustainable and climate resilient development practices, (d) limited social infrastructure and (e) reduced external demand, industrial production,
investment and employment, due to
the COVID-19 pandemic.
Role of Institutional Financing
To overcome these challenges a
combination of reforms, institutional
finance and strong institutional technical
assistance
is
needed. Infrastructure sector received adequate attention in the
Union Budget 2021, with special focus on monetizing operating public
infrastructure assets, foreign participation through InVITS and REITs
route and proposed sharp increase
in capital expenditure at Rs 5.54 lakh
crores, which is 34.5 per cent higher
than the budget estimate 2020-21.

Together these will continue to create plethora of fresh investment opportunities, which can bring about
trade and development that sup-

vestment gaps etc. Though, MDBs
are only a small part of the overall
infrastructure financing ecosystem,
still they play a crucial role by pro-

“The Union Budget 2021 announcement on
setting up of a Development Financial
Institution (DFI)to provide, enable and
catalyze infrastructure financing is a
positive move. However, considering the
huge infrastructure financing need, a more
diversified approach, that is, cooperation
with Multilateral Development Banks
(MDBs) is also an effective way forward.
MDBs are well-positioned in transforming
infrastructure needs into technically
feasible and financially viable projects
while creating financing platforms for
institutional capital to enter at scale. “
ports economic growth.
The Union Budget 2021 announcement on setting up of a Development Financial Institution
(DFI)to provide, enable and catalyze
infrastructure financing is a positive
move. However, considering the
huge infrastructure financing need,
a more diversified approach, that is,
cooperation with Multilateral Development Banks (MDBs) is also an effective way forward. MDBs are wellpositioned in transforming infrastructure needs into technically feasible
and financially viable projects while
creating financing platforms for institutional capital to enter at scale.
Capable of fulfilling common global financial needs, they generate
impact at a large scale by(i) addressing sustainable development (ii)
connecting borders and economies
and (iii) bridging infrastructure in-

viding innovative financing instruments, technical assistance and facilitate crowding in private sector
investments in infrastructure.
Among the MDBs, the new generation banks such as the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB)
and the New Development Bank
(NDB), focus mainly on infrastructure investments including traditional sovereign loans, non-sovereign operations and technical assistance. They have built up a sizeable
infrastructure investment portfolio
over last five years amounting to $22
billion for AIIB and around $25 billion for NDB. In India $5.4 billion
worth of projects are being financed
by the AIIB and $6.9 billion worth of
projects by the NDB. In addition,
there are huge bankable projects of
India in pipeline. Due to the large
and robust capital base, the poten-

tial lending capacity of these parallel
institutions
can
be
very
substantial. The modus operandi of
these banks is “lean banking structure” with a small efficient management team and highly skilled staff.
They are less bureaucratic, flexible
and respond to client demands with
agility. Progressing to expand their
presence in the area of development
financing and effective governance,
these Banks have grown at a rapid
pace, thereby creating a niche in the
market.
India is the second largest shareholder in the AIIB and an equal shareholder along with other BRICS members, with 20 per cent stake in the
NDB. By virtue of being the key
shareholder, India is actively involved
in formation of the Banks’ key policies, governance structures, etc. This
has contributed to the growth and
business, Banks’ engagements with
other MDBs and market presence of
these young banks.
Considering the huge resource
requirements for infrastructure development and long-term finance to
support long gestation projects, India will benefit from further leveraging its partnerships with MDBs like
the AIIB and NDB. This will help in
promoting innovation and structural
transformation and enhance financing of infrastructure. This opens
avenue for a win-win situation for
both India and these new MDBs. To
conclude, we see these MDBs playing a proactive role in fostering collaboration and cooperation, which,
in turn, will fast-track infrastructure
financing in member countries including India.
Dr. Prasanna V. Salian, is
Deputy Secretary, Department of
Economic Affairs, Ministry of Finance. Views expressed are strictly
personal and Ms. Divya Satija is a
Former Consultant with Department of Economic Affairs. Views
expressed are strictly personal.

School and Children in a Democracy
The climate of school life and the
dynamics of human relations are
potent factors in what students learn
about the way of life and the values
which direct their interpersonal relations, possibly even greater factors than what the school explicitly
teaches about democratic human
relations. Learning experiences in
schools make or mar the growth of
democratic human relations. Since
children are the future citizens and
the success of democracy depends
on their ability, both children and
democracy are inter-related and inter-dependent. On April 26, 1936 at
the opening of the 4th Whitehouse
Conference, President F.D.
Roosevelt (1939) said, “Definitely
we are here with a principal objective of considering the relationship
between a successful democracy
and the children who form an integral part of that democracy. We no
longer set them apart from democracy as if they were a segregated
group. They are one with democracy,
because they are dependent upon
democracy and democracy is dependent on them”. As mentioned
already, education is not a preparation for life, education itself is life
and school is not the replica of society, school itself is society. At
present, most of our schools are divorced from the society and the conditions prevalent in the schools are
adverse to the growth of democracy.
Dewey has, therefore suggested that
the school itself should be made “a
genuine form of active community
life” instead of a place for merely

imparting lessons. A society is to
him a number of people held together because they are working
along common lines in a common
spirit and with common aims. Preparation of Pupils for democracy has
been a long-time goal of schools in
many developed nations have used
their educational systems to train
individuals to uphold the values of
the society and to acquire the knowledge, understanding and skills
needed to perpetuate these values.
This process has been an important
part of Education for democracy
which has been stimulated by the
two world wars, the conflict between democracy and totalitarianism
or communism and the tensions arising out of other great social and
political changes.
We may ask what is education
for democracy? No precise meaning
has emerged so far to have commonly accepted usage. In one sense
we may call it citizenship education
concerned with the right and duties
of the good citizen in a democratic
society. In a longer sense, it is concerned with the moral, ethical, social, political and economic aspects
of life. Democracy is of slow growth
and to succeed, it must be a living
plant rising from a favourite soil and
nourished by suitable air, water and
light through a long procession of
years. Education for democracy involves not only knowledge, but also
deep understanding, skills, attitudes
and interests. It cannot be taught
like algebra or carpentry, but has to
be practiced fitness. Citizens are

Letters, Feedback and Suggestions to ‘Imphal Times’
can be sent to our e-mail : imphaltimes@gmail.com. For advertisement
kindy contact: - 0385-3590330 (O). For time being readers can reach
the office at Cell Phone No. 9862860745 for any purpose.

made, not born. As has been mentioned earlier, the task of education
for citizenship in a totalitarian country is comparatively easy. The leaders in such a state have their own
ideas and they know the methods
of translating them into reality. The
individuals are regarded as cogs in
the machine and the instruments of
the State, as means and not an end.
They are easily dictated, directed
and even conditioned by the totalitarian rulers and leaders. In a democracy the task is however, much more
complex and difficult both on account of two reasons. Firstly, the
individual is upheld above the society i.e., State and Society exist for
the individual, and not the vice
versa. Secondly, although the individual is taken to be a social being
with various social obligations, it is
quite impossible to draw up a blueprint of the ideal democratic society.
Education for Citizenship
Education for citizenship begins
in the family which is the first and
most enduring nursery of the good
citizens. The democratic values like
tolerance, self-abnegation, fell feeling etc, are likely to be inculcated in
the young children in the family, perfect balance is struck between the
needs of the individual and the demands of the social group. Every individual learns to adjust and harmonies his own unique interests and
needs to those of the other family
members. The family being a small
social unity, the young children can
easily understand their position ‘and
realise their rights and obligations in
an adequate manner. Thus as a simple
miniature society, family provides invaluable learning experience for
democratic living in future. The foundations laid in the family should be

consolidated in the school. The
democratic experiences should be
deepened, enriched and expanded to
the wider circles. Narrow loyalty of
the family life has had to broaden into
wider loyalty of the larger, more complex a more impersonal community.
There may be difficulties in striking a
happy balance between the needs of
the individual and those of the community. But the child learns has to
make necessary adjustment through
give and take and a sort of compromise. D’Souza (1963) has rightly observed:
“Every school has a dual function to perform to train the child to be
a good citizen of the school community, and to prepare him, as fully as
possible, for the wider society into
which he will enter on leaving school
and as a member of which he will
have to live, move and have his being, schools must cease to be ivory
to were isolated from the life of the
community, they must realise that
they are an integral part of the community, and that their raison d’etre
is not only to develop the individual
to his maximum capacity, but to
realise him so that he will use his
talents and abilities in the service of
this community, his country and the
whole world”.
It has already been said that education for citizenship cannot be
taught like any other school subjects.
It does not deal only at an intellectual level; it implies a number of suitable skills, attitudes and interests
besides knowledge and understanding. Therefore, education for democracy should not be identified with a
course of civics. Sir Richard
Livingstone (1943), has rightly said,
“Citizenship is not information or intellectual information, though these

are a part of it; it is conduct not theory,
action not knowledge science without being a good citizen. Thus a mere
theoretical knowledge of his rights
and duties as a citizen will not make
child a good citizen. This knowledge
may be a foundation, upon which
pupils’ life and experiences, his attitudes and interests should be developed in an intensive as well as everwidening sphere”.
The curricular and the co-curricular activities should be organised in
the schools in such manner that real
experience in democratic living can
be provided to the child. The best
way of imparting citizenship education to children is to provide every
opportunity for learning the rights
and responsibilities, joys and sufferings of democratic living. John Dewey
has, therefore, insisted that the
school should be an epitome of the
society. Every school as far as possible should be a democracy in miniature giving children as large a share
in the management of their own affairs as they capable of and providing as much learning experiences as
possible in citizenship. It is definite
that only a democratic education can
be able to produce democratic citizens. Since India has adopted he
democratic way of living, she will be
able to achieve her end only through
the participation of her citizens who
are expected to possess the desired
qualities of a democratic citizen. “Citizenship in democracy” in the words
of the Secondary Education Commission, (1953) “is a very exacting and
challenging responsibility for which
every citizen has to be carefully
trained. It involves many intellectual,
social and moral qualities which cannot be expected to grow of their own
accord. The assumption of this in-

nate “worthfulness of the individual”
is most significant from the point of
view of democratic education which
intends the fall, all-round development of every individual’s personality. This implies that education should
take into account all his needs psychological, social, emotional and
practical and cater to all of them. This
basic concept transcends the narrow
academic approach and broadens
into an education for living, i.e., an
education to initiate the students into
the many-added aspects of living in
a community. Our democracy
harbours so many races and religions, castes and communities. Our
democracy harbours so many races
and religions, castes and communities. A healthy development of democratic education will ameliorate the
difficulties and difference arising out
of such diversities. It is aptly observed by the above Commission
(1953), “No education is worth the
name which does not inculcate the
qualities necessary for living graciously, harmoniously and efficiently
with one’s fellowmen. Amongst the
qualities which should be cultivated
for this purpose are discipline, co-operation, social sensitiveness and tolerance. Each one of them has its own
special part to play in humanising and
socialising the personality”.
These qualities are the democratic values which will enable children “to adopt democracy, not only
as a form of Government but also as
a way of life”. This can convert the
differences of languages, cultural
pattern, religion, etc., into the warp
and woof of a very rich and rewarding social and cultural life. The Education Commission (1996) have therefore suggested:
(contd on page 4)
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States/UTs roll out Intensified Mission
Indradhanush (IMI) 3.0
PIB
New Delhi, Feb 23:
Various States and UTs
have started implementation
of the Intensified Mission
Indradhanush 3.0, a campaign
aimed to reach those children
and pregnant women who
have been missed out or been
left out of the Routine
Immunisation Programme.
This is aimed to accelerate the
full immunization of children
and pregnant women through
a mission mode intervention.
The first phase has been
rolled out from 22nd Feb 2021
for fifteen days.
The Union Minister for
Health and Family Welfare,
Dr Harsh Vardhan, launched
the campaign on 19th February, 2021 and urged the
States and district functionaries to reach each and every
child and attain maximum Full

Immunization Coverage. The
campaign has exemplified
ownership of the immunization program by top most
leadership at the state level
also. The campaign in Uttar
Pradesh was inaugurated by
the Chief Minister, Shri Yogi
Adityanath on 21st February
2021. The campaign was
kicked off in Rajasthan with
its Health Minister Dr Raghu
Sharma inaugurating the
programme on 22nd February
2021. In Madhya Pradesh,
Dr Prabhu Ram Choudhary,
State Health Minister inaugurated the campaign in a
function held at Bhopal on
22nd February 2021.
The campaign is scheduled to have two rounds of
immunization lasting 15 days
(excluding Routine immunization and holidays). It is being
conducted in pre-identified
250 districts/urban areas

across 29 States/UTs in the
country. Beneficiaries from
migration areas and hard to
reach areas will be targeted as
they may have missed their
vaccine
doses
during
COVID19. As per the Guidelines released for IMI 3.0, the
districts have been classified
to reflect 313 low risk; 152 as
medium risk; and 250 as high
risk districts.
Adherence to COVID Appropriate Behaviour (CAB)
during the immunization activities has been strongly emphasized. States have been
asked to follow “Staggered
Approach” to avoid crowding
at the session sites and even
plan break-up sessions if staggered approach is not effective to avoid crowding. The
sessions are also planned in
such a way that not more than
10 beneficiaries are present at
the session site at one given

point in time.
During the first round of
IMI 3.0, the campaign is targeting children and pregnant
women who might have
missed their vaccine doses
due to the COVID pandemic.
As per data reported till 1700
hrs. on 22nd February, nearly
29,000 children and 5,000
pregnant women were vaccinated (data provisional).
IMI 3.0 campaign spearheaded by the Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare
(MoHFW), will be implemented in mission-mode with
support from key departments,
as well as a strong network of
partners and civil society organizations, youth groups,
and community members. It
will be taken as an opportunity to catch up on any immunization gaps that might have
emerged due to the COVID-19
pandemic.

AR provides water storage assistance to remote
villages of Ukhrul and Kamjong districts
IT News
Ukhrul, Feb 23:
Following the initiative
of the Assam Rifles to improve the quality of life in
remote villages of Manipur
with the help of sustainable
sources, Shangshak battalion of 10 S ector Ass am

Rifles under the aegis of
IGAR (South) distributed 20
Syntax Water Tanks of 1000
Litres each in the remote villages of Ukhrul and Kamjong
Districts on yesterday.
The villages of Shingcha,
Hoyang , Map um , Sord e,
Kham bi, M ailing, K os o,
Leis hi,
S hangs hak,

Kangkum and Punomram
benefitted from this civic
action.
The villagers & village
Headmen deeply appreciated the efforts of Assam
Rifles in providing the much
needed water tanks especially with the onset of summer season. After the dark

year of COVID and facing
extreme shortage of water in
the area, s uch init iatives
bring the hope into the lives
of the locals living in such
remote areas. The villagers
were very much pleased to
receive such assistance from
Assam Rifles and appreciated the initiative.

Career Guidance

Things to keep in mind while preparing
for multiple competitive entrance exam

By: Vijay GarG
There are multiple competitive and entrance exams that
take place every year. Lakhs
of students appear in these
exams to fulfil their dream of
having a great professional
life ahead but it is surely a
daunting task as the ratio of
the number of seats to the
number of students appearing
for it is very less. Looking at
the stress and the competition
that the students have to go
through, it becomes crucial for
them to follow a plan that will
lead them to success.
Students need proper
guidance to go through a
huge volume of study material in a limited time and get
well prepared. Preparing for a
regular school exam is different from preparing for entrance and competitive exams.
Aakash Institute has a
legacy spanning overmore
than three decades and is proficient in preparing the students for the most difficult entrance and competitive exams
like NEET, IIT-JEE, Olympiad,
ASSET, NTSE, NSEs, KVPY
and many more. It becomes
necessary for students to get
prepared for these competitive
exams from an early age.

Aakash has proved its mettle
among its competitors in making its students sail through
these life-changing competitive entrance exams by preparing them with the meticulously
designed syllabus.
Important Tips to prepare
for Entrance and Competitive
Exams
There are no short cuts to
success and if one knows how
to ace the competitive entrance exams then, half the
battle is won. You must be
knowing what to study and
how much time to devote to it
but do you know how to prepare for these exams by managing the time and syllabus?
Here are some of the important tips to follow:
1. Understand about the
exam
Every entrance and competitive exam follows a different pattern so it becomes important to understand the
exam thoroughly for which
you are preparing. You
should go through the guidelines of these exams properly
to understand its nuances.
Important info such as the
process of the exam and the
syllabus to be followed
should also be given a lot of
consideration while preparing
for these exams so that you
don’t miss anything.
2. Explore the syllabus
Before you finally set your
foot forward to prepare for the
exam you should explore the
syllabus of the exam and understand it. Prepare the list of
important topics that needs
more time and then move
down to the ones that are a
little easy and prioritise it as
per your convenience. Also,

go through each segment to
understand the marks allotted
to it as it will help you give
more weightage to those that
carry more marks. For most of
the exams like NEET and JEE,
covering NCERT is very important and proves to be a key
to understanding fundamental concepts. Make sure to go
cover important chapters,
topic and core concepts
through NCERT books. Solving NCERT questions and
problems is imperative to test
your knowledge and understanding level. For quick access, you can refer to NCERT
Solutions.
3. Plan a time table to
sync your home and school
study schedule
A well planned time table
is a must when you are preparing for the competitive exams. With such a wide syllabus you must divide the subjects and the topics into a time
table with set targets. It will
not only help you prepare for
the exams but practice accordingly. You can divide the
time table and set your targets
on a daily, weekly, or monthly
basis. It is going to make you
more disciplined and give you
time and space to manage
other activities and have time
to relax your mind. You can set
your study time according to
the complex and simple chapters. Give more time to the
complex ones and devote less
time to the easy ones. Once
you get accustomed to the
time table everything will seem
easy and achievable.
4. Plan for short study
sessions
When we keep on studying for long hours our minds

get zapped. We might be going through our syllabus but
do not understand it. It is a
proven fact that when you
study for shorter hours with
breaks in between it makes
your brain work efficiently.
These short breaks help you
absorb this information without putting in any added effort. It is always good to avoid
studying at a stretch and divide the time table into small
sessions.
5. Practice as much as
possible
Studying your syllabus
alone once can never help you
while preparing for the exams
if it is not revised or practised
timely. It can bring a huge difference in your preparation.
Practising previous year question papers can also prove to
be very fruitful as it will give
you an idea of the pattern of
the exam papers and also give
you an insight into where you
stand in terms of your preparation when you solve these
papers. Sometimes you might
also get a question or two from
the previous year’s exam papers.
6. Ask for help
One should not hesitate to
ask for help when you get
stuck while preparing for the
competitive exams that can
shape your future. Whether
the query is regarding your
syllabus or the exam for which
you are preparing as any loss
of information may lead to big
consequences. There is no
need to hesitate or take
chances when it is a matter of
your career. You can approach
your teachers, peers or friends
to get your doubt cleared and
avoid wastage of time.
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Assam Rifles foils smuggling of
timber worth crores in Chandel

IT News
Chandel, Feb 23:
Chandel Battalion of 26
Sector Assam Rifles under aegis of IGAR (S) foiled timber
smuggling attempt in LibongDuthang Junction on yesterday.
The troops recovered a
large quantity of smuggled
goods/timber(Burma Teak
Wood planks) and apprehended 08 smugglers close to
Libong-Duthang Y Junction.
Acting on specific information regarding smuggling
of timber across the IndoMyanmar border
into

Chandel, at 02:40 A.M a team
intercepted four Shaktiman
trucks. On thorough checking,
timber worth Rs 1.32 Crore was
recovered and eight smugglers
were apprehended.
The smuggled timber
alongwith smugglers and vehicles were handed over to
DFO Chandel for further legal
action.
Meanwhile, Thoubal Battalion of 9 Sector Assam Rifles
under the aegis of HQ IGAR
(South) apprehended three
persons from Saram village of
Thoubal district on yesterday.
On receiving a specific input regarding move of contra-

band items along Thoubal–
Hongi axis, troops of Assam
Rifles established a Mobile
vehicle check post in Saram
and apprehended three suspected smugglers alongwith
two Tata trucks loaded with 13
logs of teak wood and one
truck loaded with 94 blocks of
teak wood.
The apprehended persons
have been identified as
Lourembam Ito Singh, Md
Shafiq and Roustom Khan residents of Thoubal district.
The seized timber and persons have been handed over
to DFO Kasom Khullen for further legal action.

Centre, Nagaland govt sign 68
USD project with World Bank to
improve Quality of Education
Agency
Kohima, Feb 23:
The Centre along with the
Nagaland State government
has signed a 68 million dollar
project with the World Bank
today in order to Improve the
Quality of Education in
Nagaland.
The project named
“Nagaland: Enhancing Class-

room Teaching and Resources” will improve classroom instruction; create opportunities for the professional development of teachers; and build technology systems to provide students and
teachers with more access to
blended and online learning.
The project will also allow
better monitoring of policies
and programs.

The Ministry of Finance
has said that such an integrated approach will complement conventional delivery
models and help mitigate the
challenges posed by COVID19. About 1 lakh 50 thousand
students and 20 thousand
teachers in the government
education system will benefit
from the statewide reforms in
schools.

Covid-19 vaccination program
commences at Mantripukhri
IT News
Imphal, Feb 23:
As part of COVID-19 vaccination program, the first
dose of COVID-19 vaccination
was administered to front line
workers at Mantripukhri garrison on 22 February.

94 Assam Rifles personnel of HQ IGAR (South) and
Mantripukhri Battalion were
administered the vaccine on
the inaugural day.
The va ccinat ion pr ogram was organised in collaboration with the State
Health Department. Teams

of healthcare workers from
Assam Rifle Multispeciality
Hospital (ARMH) and State
he alt h de pa rt m ent w er e
present to guide and ensure
the correct vaccination procedure. No AEFI was reported after the vaccination.

Central govt to organise
National Toy Fair 2021 from
February 27 to March 2
Agency
Mumbai, Feb 23:
In a first-of-its-kind initiative, the Central Government
will be organising National
Toy Fair 2021 from February
27 to March 2, which will be
held on a virtual platform. It
aims to promote dialogue for
the holistic development of
the industry and present to
the globe the richness and
vastness of India’s toy manu-

facturing capabilities. The
website for the ‘India Toy Fair
2021’ will enable children, parents, teachers, exhibitors, etc
to register themselves to participate in the virtual fair and
showcase various facets of the
Indian Toy ecosphere.
Exhibitors from Mumbai
who are participating in the
Toy Fair have welcomed this
initiative. One of the exhibitors,
Prafulla Pangaonkar, Cofounder of Lovely toys, hav-

ing a manufacturing unit in
Mumbai, has also appreciated
this initiative of the central
government and also requested everyone to take part
in this exhibition. Mr Prafulla
said at the moment the Indian
toy industry is facing problems such as higher taxation,
unavailability of proper raw
material and cheap Chinese
imports. He requested the central government to look into
the issues.
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Myanmar coup: More protests follow
general strike, foreign concerns

Over 7k coronavirus mutations in India,
many have serious risks: Scientist

Agency
Yangon, Feb 23:

Agency
New Delhi, Feb 23:

Protesters against the
military’s seizure of power in
Myanmar were back on the
streets of the country’s biggest
city on Tuesday, a day after a
call for a general strike shuttered
shops and brought huge numbers out to demonstrate.
Numbers were down from
Monday’s massive crowds, but
around 1,000 people in Yangon
had gathered by mid-morning at
the city’s Hledan Center, a major meeting point for protesters,
with other groups assembling at
other venues.
In Mandalay, the country’s
second-biggest city, a funeral
was held for 37-year-old Thet
Naing Win, one of two protesters shot dead by security forces
on Saturday. He and a teenage
boy were killed when police and
soldiers opened fire on a crowd
that had gathered to support
dock workers whom the authorities were trying to force to work.
They have been on strike,
as have many civil servants and
state enterprise workers, as part
of a nationwide civil obedience
movement against the Feb. 1
military takeover.
The military says it took
power because last November’s
election was marked by widespread voting irregularities, an
assertion that was refuted by
the state election commission,
whose members have since
been replaced by the ruling
junta.
Aung San Suu Kyi’s National League for Democracy
party won a landslide victory
at the polls, which would have
installed her government for
a second five-year term in
power. However, the army
blocked Parliament from convening and detained Suu Kyi
and President Win Myint and
other top members of her gov-

T he r e ar e m or e than
7,000 coronavirus mutations
in India of which some could
pose a serious risk, a senior
scientist said on Monday.
Rakesh Mishra, Director
of the Council for Scientific
and Indu s tr ial R es ea r ch
Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology, said among
t he variants , N 44 0 K is
spreading a lot more in the
southern states.
The CC MB alone has
done an exhaustive analys is
of
over
5, 00 0
coronavirus variants in Ind ia and how they ha ve
evolved over the course of
the pandemic.
A team of the CCMB scientists also published a pa-

ernment.
The junta has said it will rule
for a year under a state of emergency and then hold fresh elections.
There was a flurry of diplomatic activity abroad on Monday, as international concern
about the situation remained
high.
The United States and several Western governments have
called for the junta to refrain from
violence, release detainees and
restore Suu Kyi’s government.
On Monday, the U.S. said it was
imposing sanctions against
more junta members because of
the killings of peaceful protesters by security forces.
Lt. Gen. Moe Myint Tun and
Gen. Maung Maung Kyaw add
to other military leaders and entities facing U.S. sanctions, and
Britain and Canada have taken
similar action since the coup.
U.S. Secretary of State
Antony Blinken said in a statement that the U.S. condemns the
attacks on protesters, and

vowed to take further action if
more violence occurs.
We call on the military and
police to cease all attacks on
peaceful protesters, immediately
release all those unjustly detained, stop attacks on and intimidation of journalists and activists, and restore the democratically elected government,
Blinken said.
European Union foreign
ministers ordered a series of
measures to be drawn up to target those responsible for the
coup. They said the EU is ready
to adopt restrictive measures
targeting those directly responsible for the coup. They plan to
keep all other options under review. Such sanctions usually
involve a freeze on people’s assets and a ban on them traveling to Europe.
The ministers are calling for
an end to the state of emergency
and the release of all political
prisoners.. The ministers say
any sanctions the EU imposes
will not be aimed at ordinary

people.
U.N. Secretary-General
Antnio Guterres reiterated his
full support to the people of
Myanmar on the opening day
of a new U.N. Human Rights
Council session.
Coups have no place in our
modern world, Guterres said in
a pre-recorded video for the
council’s 46th regular session.
At a Feb. 12 special session, the
council adopted a resolution
expressing deep concern over
the junta’s move.
Internet access in Myanmar
has been blocked nightly from 1
a.m. to 9 a.m. Social media
postings Tuesday morning reported more nighttime raids by
police in Yangon to try to arrest
people linked with the protest
movement.
On Monday, the independent Assistance Association for
Political Prisoners reported that
684 people have been arrested
in connection with activities
since the coup, with 637 still
being detained.

PM says, govt is focusing on coordinated effort to
create robust health infrastructure in the country
Agency
New Delhi, Feb 23:
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said that the government
has created a robust health infrastructure in a short span of time
during the Covid-19 situation. He
said, an extensive network of testing labs have been created with
the coordinated efforts of gov-

ernment and private sector which
helps in effectively dealing with
coronavirus disease. He was
speaking today at a webinar on
working towards a vibrant health
sector.
Appreciating India’s efforts
during the Covid-19 pandemic,
Mr. Modi said, the world has
noted the strength which the
country’s health sector has

shown during the coronavirus
pandemic. He said, reputation
and confidence in India’s health
care system has reached a new
level in the world.
Prime Minister said, unprecedented capital outlay has been
allocated in the Union Budget
for the Health sector and this
shows the commitment of the
government to provide better

Sports

AR organises friendly volleyball
match under Fit India Movement

IT News
Tengnoupal, Feb 23:
Tengnoupal Battalion of 26
Sector Assam Rifles under the
aegis of IGAR(South)
organised a friendly volleyball
match between troops of
Tengnoupal Battalion and

youths of Kwatha village and
an inter village painting competition at Khongkhang village
on yesterday.
The aim of the match was to
inculcate sportsmanship spirit
amongst the youth. A total of 45
children took part in the painting competition from Village

health care to every countryman.
He said, strengthening of health
infrastructure is necessary to effectively deal with Covid-19 like
health disasters in the future.
He said, the government
sees health issues in a holistic
way and an integrated approach
has been taken through increased investment in the health
sector to provide health care facilities in the far flung areas of
the country. He added that 70
thousand crore rupees will be
spent on the health care sector
which will improve health facilities and create more employment.
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p er on their find ings
‘SARS-CoV-2 genomics: An
Indian perspective on sequencing viral variants.’
“There are more than 7,000
coronavirus mutations in the
country,” said Mishra, who is
also one of the co-authors of
the paper.
The Hyderabad-based institute has been studying the
evolution of the virus, its mutations and strains ever since
the pandemic hit the country.
Mishra, however, added
that not every mutation becomes a variant.
He added that it is necessary to step up sequencing.
“India has s o far not
been sequencing SARSCoV2 isolates to full capacity,
ha ving de pos it ed only
about 6,400 genomes of the

over 10.4 million recorded
cases (0.06 per cent). Exp loiting advances in genom ic ep id em iology b y
monitoring and increasing
sequencing efforts following local spikes will go a
long way in staying on top
of m utat ions of conc er n
while their biology and effects are studied in greater
detail,” the paper said.
After the evolution of
the UK and Brazilian strains
of coronavirus which are
found to be more transmissible, the Indian government
stepped up sequencing of
the genomes.
An Indian SARS-CoV-2
G e nomic
C ons or t ia
(INSACOG) comprising 10
institutes was also formed
for this purpose. The CCMB
is a part of the consortium.

Contd. from Page 1

Space to separatist militant .....
Pet it ioner N a t h, w ho
prefers to introduce himself
as a nationalist scribe, did
not forget to mention that
s i nc e 1 9 9 8 , a g r ou p of
brave journalists and patriotic citizens hoisted National tri-colour in the same
press club premises defy-

ing the diktat of separatist
militant groups (including
ULFA).
They all took tremendous risk two decades back
while paying tributes to the
martyrs of Freedom Movement as the militants threatened to punish the partici-

pants in Independence Day
and Republic Day celebrations, asserted Nath finally
urging the police to take appropriate actions against
the litigants ‘so that antinational mentality can be
discouraged in this part of
the country’.

Contd. from Page 2

School and Children .....
“We have to cultivate a spirit
of large-hearted tolerance, of mutual give and take, of the appreciation of ways in which people
differ from one another. This is a
very exacting, experiment in living that we have launched”.
In short, democratic education is itself a living experiment
which is not only exacting, but
also challenging. The National
Policy on Education, 1986 has
also visualised a common core
curriculum for the entire country which will consist of values
inter alia democracy to be inculcated in all pupils the future citizens of the nation.
Democratisation of Education
With a view to providing
democratic education the entire
educational system-philosophy,
organisation, methodology, administration, management and
so on, have to be geared to the
desired objectives and oriented
to the principle of democracy.
This is called democratisation of
education and it with the spirit
of democracy. The above point

has been very strongly and
clearly put a cross by the International Commission of the Development of Education (1972)
when they laid down that anticipating the advent of democracy to the world of education
is not an illusion. It may not be
perfect democracy, but when
has this over existed? Yet it will
at least be a real concrete, practical democracy, not inspired
and built by bureaucrats or technocrats, or granted by some ruling caste, it will be living, creative and evolving. For this to
be achieved social structures
must be changed and the privileges built into our cultural heritage must be reduced. Educational structures must be remodelled, to extend widely the field
of choice and enable the people
to follow the principle of lifelong education. Subject matter
must be individualised pupils
and students must be aware of
their status their rights and their
own wishes; authoritarian forms
of teaching must give way to
relationship marked by indepen-

dence, mutual responsibility and
dialogue; pedagogical training
must be geared to knowing and
respecting the multiple aspects
of human personality; guidance
must replace selection; those
making use of educational institutions must participate their
management and policy-making,
the bureaucratic aspects of educational activity must be broken
down and its administration
decentralised. Equal access to
education with equal opportunity and broad access to education with democracy in education are the keynote to
democratisation of education.
Democratising education does
not only mean giving more education to more people, but also
involving more people in educational management. Traditional education is falling to
adapt itself to the needs of the
growing number of people. It
must be recreated. But who will
do it? Not the administrators in
education, but the people, all of
them. They know their own
needs and aspirations best

Khongkhang, Village Lokchao
and Village Wapi. The aim of the
competition was to encourage
the children to explore their creativity.
Such events help to develop
a good and healthy relationship
between the local population
and troops of Assam Rifles.
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