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International Mother
Language Day observed

The
state
observes
International
Mother
Language Day, today. The
observance was held in the
Gandhi Memorial Hall, Imphal.
It has been organized by the
Directorate of Language,
Planning & Implementation,
Manipur.
Speaking at the occasion as
Chief Guest, Education
Minister S. Rajen Singh said
that it is the duty of every
citizen to preserve and protect
our mother language. He said
that every community has its
own dialects or language.
Also, all communities wish to
preserve and protect it. The
observance itself is a

manifestation of preserving
our own language, he added.
Minister
Rajen
also
maintained that language is
also the identity of a
community.
Manipuri
language has been included in
the Eighth Schedule of the
Indian Constitution. It is
because of those who
struggled for the cause of our
mother language. We have
introduced curriculum of
Manipuri language and script
from lower to higher studies.
The Manipuri Official
Language Act, 1979 has been
amended. With the new
amendment after ten years the
existing Bengali Mayek will be
replaced by Meitei/Meetei
Mayek, he added.
Minister also emphasized to

prefer our mother language
instead of others. But knowing
other languages is also quite
helpful. The age old traditions
of the state also need to be
preserved. He said that there
have been changes during the
last few decades but changing
our indigenous traditions is
not appreciable. The state is
very rich and unique in art and
culture. We should always
protect our identities, minister
maintained.
Commissioner Education(S), T.
Ranjit Singh, IAS, Vice
Chancellor, Manipur Cultural
University, Prof. P. Gunindro,
Director, Language, Planning &
Implementation, Manipur, Th.
Chitra Devi, IAS also attended
the occasion as president and
Guests of Honour respectively.

Family demands investigation to
the unnatural death of a youth
IT News
Imphal, Feb 21:
Family of a 23 years old youth,
identified as Chungkham Birjit
Singh, a resident of Kwakeithel
Lamdong Leikai, Imphal West,
who was found unconscious
on the evening of February 15
and later declared dead on
arrival at RIMS today
demands investigation to the
cause of his death.
As per information provided
by the father of the deceased
Chabungbam Brojen Singh, his
late son work as construction
labourer and went out from his
home for construction work.
He was later found motionless
at around 7 pm of February 15
at the sidewall of a house
located opposition to their
house. He was immediately

and all related evidences
about suspects of murder has
been submitted to the
Singjamei Police station.
The family member urged
government to investigate
over the matter at the earliest
and demanded punishment of
those involved in the murder
of late Birjit if established.

Free Anti Rabies vaccination camp held

state Veterinary and
Animal Husbandry
Department, volunteers

of DPS participated in
the programme.
During the Free Rabies
vaccination Dog
Protection society
treasurer Laishram
Henery expressed that
around 180 animals were
vaccinated and Dewormed
tablets distributed during
the camp. He further
expressed that those dogs’
cats should be vaccinated
at the nearby veterinary
clinic to prevent anti
Rabies.

his 3 rd semester from their
college and stated that he
could not cleared his 4 th
Semester in 2015. The said
student had already cleared
his 3rd Semester exam from
Mayai Lambi College.
Out of animosity, the parents
of the student investigate over
the matter and came to find out
that there is no regulations
that a student can get a new
registration certificate neither
could transfer college before
completing the whole
semester examination. This
clearly showed that the
admission was a fake one and
that it was also an
assassination of the student’s
career.
When the matter was
highlighted in this newspaper,

the authority of the KP
College threatened the parents
of the student. Regarding the
matter police has registered a
case last year.
Before investigating on how
the college allowed fake
admission to students, the
government is all set to
convert it as Govt. Aided
College.
Big question arises here is the
seriousness of the State
government in Education
Sector. Sections of people
now question on why the
Govt. has not taken up any
action to the KP College
authority for the mischievous
act that spoiled the career of
a student. There are also
report of many such case but
this one is on record.

‘Withdraw Excise Duty Hikes by Centre and VAT by
Manipur State on Petroleum Products’ – CPI-M
IT News
Imphal, Feb 21:
The
Manipur
State
Secretariat of the CPI(M) has
strongly denounced another
hike in the prices of petrol,
diesel and cooking gas.
“These hikes in excise duties
come at a time when
international oil prices have
fallen with the base price for
petrol being Rs. 47.12 in 2014
to Rs. 29.34 in 2021, i.e., nearly
38
per
cent”,
said
Kshetrimayum Santa, Secy.
CPI (M).
The statement added that the
main reason for these
escalating prices is the
unbridled hike in the excise
duties by the Central
government, which today is 38
per cent of the cost of
petrol. The tax levied by the

IT News
Imphal, Feb 21:

IT News
Imphal, Feb 21:

A team of Dog Protection
society conducted “Free
Anti Rabies Vaccination
Camp” at Iroisemba
youth development club of
Imphal West District.
The programme was
conducted in
collaboration with the
State Veterinary and
Animal Husbandry
Department.
Representative of the

State Govt. inaction against
private colleges which earn
money from students by way
of fraudulent activities during
admission has shattered the
dream of many aspirant
students leaving them no
option but to even leave their
studies.
What is more worrying is the
government’s initiative to
convert such private college
to Govt. Aided College, by
sidelining the fact that there
are pending cases of fraud
admission sabotaging the
career of a student.
This newspaper had reported
about a student of Mayai
Lambi College transferring to

a private run college called
Kamakhya Pemton College
located at Hiyangthang in 4th
Semester
B.Sc
after
completing 3rd Semester exam
at Mayai Lambi College in
2014. The student was
provided new registration
certificate, which is in violation
of the Manipur University
regulations and allowed to
admit for further studies.
The student was told by the
authority of the KP College
Hiyangthang
that
the
University had provided a
new registration certificate
and has accepted his transfer
college indicating him that he
can continue his 4th semester
at KP College.
Interestingly, the PK College
declared the student cleared

Centre increased by a
whopping 217 per cent since
this M odi gover nment
assumed office in 2014. And
above that the Manipur
Government led by BJP
charged Value Added Tax
(VAT) on every litre of petrol
and diesel at the rate of Rs. 25
and Rs. 17 respectively .
“These hikes in the excise
duties are clearly meant to
offset
the losses
to
government revenues due to
the tax concessions provided
to the corporates such as
Adanis and Ambanis and
other
income
tax payees . There is a
significant reduction in the
corporate and income tax
revenues from Rs.6.81 and
Rs.6.38
lakh
crores
respectively last year – a
reduction to Rs.5.47 and

ST Demand Committee
stages sit-in-protest
taken to RIMS but declared
dead as they reached the
hospital.
The family suspect murder as
CCTV footage collected by
them show some people
dropping him at the place after
carrying him on an red Activa
Honda. Post mortem was
conducted with video record

Rs.2/-

Is the Govt. authority encouraging fraudulent activities
by private College? Why no action against KP College?
IT News
Imphal, Feb 21:

IT News
Imphal, Feb 21:

Maliyapham Palcha kumsing 3418

Members of the Schedule tribe
Demand Committee today
staged sit-in-protest at
T h a n g m e i b a n d
Khunthohnabi Community
Hall in protest against the
Chief Minister reply during
question hour in the ongoing
state assembly session which
he stated that no process in
connection with the demand
for Meitei / Meetei for

inclusion in the Schedule
Tribe has not been taken up.
The Chief Minister however
said that it is the need of the
hour for framing of a
mechanism
under
the
constitution of India to protect
the Meitei/ Meetei community.
Mention may be made that the
Supreme Court of issues
noticed to Centre on transfer
plea seeking minority status
for Hindus in 6 states and 2
UTs including the state of
Manipur.

R s . 5 . 6 1
lakh crores respectively, as
shown in the 2020-21 budget”,
the statement said.
The statement stated that
t he M o d i g o v e r n m e n t ’s
bonanza to the rich and its
cronies is sought to be made
up by these excise duty hikes
imposing further burdens on
the people, who are already
groaning under the double
whammy attack on their
livelihoods by the pandemic
and the economic recession.
Further, the hikes in prices of
petroleum products will result
in higher transportation costs
which will increase the prices
of all essential commodities
and that will hurt the
purchasing capacity of the
people of the North Eastern
States
particularly
Manipur. The cascading

inflationary effect will further
worsen
the
economic
recession, it added.
While expressing strong
condemnation the hike in
petrol and diesel prices, the
Manipur State Secretariat of
the CPI(M) demanded
withdrawal of excise duty hike
by Central Government and
VAT by State Government
both led by BJP to reduce the
prices of petrol and diesel to
approximately Rs.62 and Rs.48
respectively in the interest of
the people.
The call of the Polit Bureau of
the CPI(M) to organise Protest
Actions demanding that the
Centre and State withdraw
these excise duties and VAT
on petrol and diesel will be
organised in Manipur with like
minded political parties and
organisations .

‘OORJA’ mobile wellness
camp organised by AR
IT News
Imphal, Feb 21:
44 Assam Rifles under the
aegis of 22 Sector/IGAR(E)
organised one-day Mobile
free medical camp in Villages
along the IT road.
Oorja-which means energy in
hindi is an initiative by the 44
Assam Rifles to provide
medical facilities to the
villagers as the health
facilities are not easily
available in these far flung
villages of the district. The

unit mobile medical team
including doctors, the female
medical staff are reaching out
to various villages. This
unique mobile wellness
initiative was flagged off from
Tamenglong on 20 Feb by the
Commandant, 44 Assam Rifles.
The team is also spreading the
awareness about COVID
vaccination to the villagers. The
Female medicalstaff is reaching
out to women, specifically to
address the ailments and related
health issues of the women
population of the villages.

1st Khapri International Manipuri Short
Fiction Film Festival held
IT News
Imphal, 21 Feb:
The 1st Khapri International
Manipuri Short Fiction Film
Festival was held today at
MEIPA Venue at Palace
Compound, Imphal. The film
festival was attended by
Thokchom
Satyabrata,
Minister CAF & PD, Dr. S

Manaoton Singh, Festival
Chairman, S. Mangoljao Singh,
Chairman Film Forum Manipur,
and Khangembam Priyojit
Chairman and MD, Khapri
Industries Private Limited as
Chief Guest, President, Guest
of Honour and Special Guest
respectively. Prizes were
distributed as a part of the film
festival.
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Should we Meitei / Meetei belong to Minority community or Schedule Tribes of India?
By: Chengleima Laisom
The minority status of a community
is going to be set up in Manipur by
the visiting Members of Committee
of the Govt. of India within a short
duration. During this duration the
Meitei
community
should
characterized them in many
particulars and genuine things
without missing the future
importance.
The main suggestion of criteria for
identification and categorization of
socially and economically backward
classes among religious and
linguistic minorities should be well
understood by the person who
represent Manipur officially, to
recommend the remedial measures
for backward sections in the field of

By- Vijay Garg

education and employment,
suggestion
of
necessary
constitutional,
legal
and
administrative modalities for
implementation of recommendations
aimed at development are all
included in the terms and reference
of the Commission.
Do you really understand the status
of yourself first to characterize in
front of the Minority Member
committees of Govt. of India?
Manipur, small state having nearly
25 lakhs of Population consisting
of Valley and hilly landscape,
settlements dominated by the
indigenous people Meitei and other
hill tribes. The major population of
the Manipur belongs to the valley
(790 sq.km) whereas Valley becomes
the destiny for permanent

Mother
tongue
needed to
provide basic
education to
children

The mother tongue is the language learned from the mother which a
person learns from birth. That is why it is also called ‘Mother Tongue’.
Children learn this language from their parents. It is also called the
first language. The child’s mother tongue is associated with it from
childhood. After that, if the child learns another language, it is called a
second language. The child gets up and sits in his mother tongue. He
learns to walk, play and speak. This is where his first education begins.
It is self-evident that the best medium of instruction for children is
their mother tongue. Psychologically it is a system of meaningful
symbols that work automatically in their brain for expression and
understanding. Socially He has the means to be one with the members
of the community to which he belongs. Educationally, he learns faster
through his mother tongue than through an unknown linguistic medium.
linguists believe that the mother tongue can be learned by the age of
about twelve. Once this age is over, every language learned by a person
becomes a second language. Specific linguistic abilities vary.
Children’s basic education begins at birth. They learn to speak words
in their mother tongue. By the time you go to school, by the time you
are three or four years old, a child has absorbed a lot of vocabulary,
knowledge and symbols in his mind. He has learned to write vocabulary
and imagery. In these cases, if the child is taught in another language,
then it must be understood that he has to be taken back three or four
years. In such a case we can say that the child Three or four years of
time have been wasted. Learning the same thing from scratch is a
difficult task for a child. He has to bear the mental burden of doing
basic education in another language. A small child then faces
difficulties. Has to do when her school language is different and her
home language is different. Only the mother tongue is suitable for the
basic education of the child. The development of the child’s knowledge
with the mother tongue can never be with another language. While
basic education can be done better with the mother tongue, it is also
important to have a good grasp of the mother tongue in order to learn
and teach another language. A child’s vocabulary in another language
cannot be as good as the mother tongue. As a result, the knowledge
gained in another language remains incomplete. Children studying in
regional language or mother tongue lag behind in education in the
dilemma of second language and mother tongue. Only children who
have mastered the mother tongue can master the second language.
Neither have they been able to get a good education in another language
nor have they been able to master the mother tongue. While learning
both the languages, they can neither write and speak the mother tongue
nor the Punjabi language well, nor can they speak the second language
English well. The mother tongue has maximum vocabulary which the
other Language cannot be learned. The mother tongue itself has
maximum vocabulary, so it can be expressed freely which cannot be
done in other language. The intellectual, moral and cognitive
development of the child should be in the mother tongue only. Can
Literature, dance, sculpture, painting, etc. can also be mastered with
the mother tongue. It is a misconception that knowledge in English is
the only proof of one’s intelligence. English is just a language,
language is always a means of communication and not a criterion for
being intelligent or less intelligent. The child can also find the meaning
of the stories heard from his grandparents in the mother tongue.
In the end we can say that there can be no substitute for mother
tongue to impart basic education to children. Of course it is necessary
to learn other languages as well. No matter how many languages are
learned, they are other languages. Even the most difficult subjects, if
taught in the mother tongue, children can understand them quickly.
Limited knowledge of other languages hinders reading, teaching and
comprehension. If we don’t think deeply about the matter, we may
face dangerous consequences tomorrow. In the same way the little
kids will be buried under the mental burden.
Letters, Feedback and Suggestions to ‘Imphal Times’
can be sent to our e-mail : imphaltimes@gmail.com. For advertisement
kindy contact: - 0385-3590330 (O). For time being readers can reach
the office at Cell Phone No. 9862860745 for any purpose.

settlement of all community people
from mainland and the Hill tribes of
Manipur even though it has been
believe that Meitei rebirth in this
valley since 2000 years.
Manipur was one-man rule
Kingdom, which was very stronger
and truly indigenous up to 1709
A.D. before the assimilation plan of
Shanti Das Gosai from Sylet of
Bangladesh. Total of 108 kings had
been ruling this small state till now.
Manipur disintegration started
since the day the Raja Charairongba
and Khagemba followed the words
of Shanti Das Gosai at 1709 A.D.
Those words impact a lot in the
disintegration of Manipur society
which is presently going on its fruits
not among the Manipuris but also
among the Meitei community.
I am trying to focus the way our king
accept others without the consult
of his family members and other
community. By that time Lourembam
Khongnangthaba was the one of
the prestigious minister of the
majesty who opposed the act of the
Kings activities in destroying the
religion of Sanamahi and the Meitei
Mayek scripts, luckily those puyas
are available at some places and
preserved by few people among the
Meiteis and few tribes.
To revive everything, will take time
but it also can bring the peace and
prosperity of Manipuris if they
really remember the past of our hill
and valley relationship. What and
how we have been continuing the
journey for about 200 years after
assimilating with the Shanti Das
Gosai troupes till now. The recent
activities mainly anti-peace and anti
development movements are due to
those words which was followed by
our king (un-identity) which is still
in some people mind who still want
to act in that nature.
This group of the people may not
be belong to 100 percent Meiteis
community but assimilated groups,
which doesn’t know his brother and
sister, as they themselves never
realized what is their Identity.
Hopefully some of real educated
Meitei realized themselves and
trying to take back their ancestor’s
tradition, culture, scripts and mainly
religion to bring Manipur into a
single unity with peaceful and
developmental activities by sharing
all the community who really belong
to the Manipur.
First of all we need a good
protection of our identity by
following a rule or law, say for
example tribal status are to protect
the rights of simple and indigenous
tribes from the external bodies. In
the same case Meiteis need a
protection to keep the identity
stronger and uninterrupted.
Whereas at present scenario
Meiteis suffer much as the AFSPA
act is mainly acting against the
Meitei community if you really think
in.
What is the status of Meiteis in the
Indian Union? We are not getting
this answer still after we joint India
since 1949. Meitei status is a second
citizenship here in India as we can’t
get a brotherhood treatment from
the Indian army as well as the
mainland politicians.
Recently Meiteis are suppose to be
belong to the OBCs status which is
equivalent to the M uslims,
Nepalese, poor or lower economic
people of highly populated states
like Bihar, Haryana and UP. But is
not like that all Meiteis belong to
OBC category, some of high class
Meiteis like R.K. and Brahmins will
be following the same trend as a full
flagged general category in the
Indian constitution by having the
population of about one lakh.
The strength among the Meiteis will
be stronger when we belong to the
same category but it may be a big
demoralization or divide rule policies
to divide Meiteis by this OBC status
in the future. Have you seen how
many of Meitei people clear IAS,

IPS, and IFS? after become OBC. No,
nothing it will be very difficult to
fight for jobs with those other
person of India who belongs to the
OBCs as they have bigger in
population and stronger political
supports.
Also, it will be more critical as you
have half religion not a first class
status of religion (pure Hindu) or
Sanamahi (still not yet recognized
well by this country); the facial
structure is of mongoloids stocks. I
have seen few Manipuri good
students who were neglected by the
selection committee during the
appointment for the officer level
ranks by demanding unrelated
documents and suppressions. It will
be very much important to have a
protection of an indigenous Meiteis
from the assimilation and
suppression within the India.
Whereas the OBC is not enough,
which will, only disintegrates the
Meitei strength and unity. Please
come out to ask for a particular
protection act or laws to the Govt.
of India yourself otherwise other
community will not help you to
protect from such activities. I hope
within a short period of time if the
ruling govt. of India wants to do for
minority Meiteis they can do at least
little which can be simply helpful to
the community in terms of Identity
like religious minority and
indigenous right of Northeast
Indian as we don’t belong to the
Schedule tribe and Caste in the
stage.
The right of the minority and
indigenous people of Northeast
India is going to be strongly
affected day by day from every
action and plan of Indian Govt. like
construction of Hydroelectric
power projects Dams in the
tectonically active areas, and base
camps of Army, endangering of the
rich Biodiversity, intrusion of the
economic and business holder from
the outside. So, it is not only to have
the protection right of the
indigenous people but also the
protection of nature and biodiversity
of North East India from the Govt.
of Indian Policies.
But it is very necessary to stabilize
the education and the economy of
the indigenous people to make the
voice to stop the destruction of
Northeast peace, landscapes and
biodiversity. At most of the places
the outsiders or migrants or
refugees people take it easy to
follow or accepted a system where
the majority power need within a
state or countries. For example
Sikkim a mountain country was
handled to the Govt. of India by a
refugee Nepali lawyer who lives in
the Sikkim under the kingdom rule
to become a Sikkim a democratic
state of India.
These activities can happened in
case of Manipur as Manipur was
and has been dominated by the
mixed minded or blooded people
who never think of themselves in
terms of Identity, who almost
assimilated with the outsider since
18 century. We should realize these
things in the mind of the indigenous
people otherwise Manipur may not
become a place for its own people.
In a case we can ask ourselves a
question that Is Manipuri Meitei
stills an Indigenous as compared to
the other OBCs of India.??
Yes, Meiteis are still an indigenous
weaker section having a population
of about 13 lakhs with stronger
cultural and traditional but the small
no. of employees in the central
Jobs. They have been suffering
more in terms of economy,
education, landmarks, lifestyle,
religious identity and community
identity. But Meiteis never realized
such things which are more
necessary to have better future with
a stronger rights and peaceful mind.
Whereas if we don’t say or ask our
problem who will do our help for this
it may be very difficult to remind the

Indian Govt. openly as Manipur is
always believe to be the sons of one
mother, if Meiteis thinks for their
own may be other community may
have mind but it is not like that
Meiteis will create more betterment
of the development and educational
sectors to Manipur as we belong to
the indigenous community, we
should take ourselves a better
initiative with the other Indigenous
community.
But it will be very difficult to say
that sons of Manipuri belong to a
single mother in terms of
Indigenous right including Bihari,
Marwari, Punjabi, Burmese,
Nepalese, and Bangladeshi
Muslims. They should follow the
same right, which are applied by the
Govt. of India like Business
community or refugee, status. The
human right should be same among
them and us.
We know the right of the people
leaving as a businessmen have very
genuine right of protection as
compare to the indigenous Manipuri
by keeping Army and police force
for them, on the other hand
indigenous people can be killed
anytime by violating the human right
for those outsiders human right. It
is still having the problem of
difference of cost of human life by
comparing the village and city
people in India. AFSP act make
Manipuri very cheaper in front of
the world, which can be kill anytime
if you are suspected and act against
the owner of the house.
My suggestion is that we
indigenous minority needs a
stronger protection base on the laws
and regulation of Govt. of India
through our sound demand
otherwise day will be gone out to
safe our identity and economy. Let
us take this right time to seek for
our pure status and cost of leaving
with true Identity before we are
going to be endangered from every
aspect.
Now, Meiteis especially in Manipur
are really in a poor shape in terms
economy and religious status as
Meiteis are neither fully Hindu nor
believe 100 % in their own religion
Sanamahi. So, if you really love your
ancestor and forefather you need
to conserve your tradition, culture,
laws and religion with a proper
understanding
of
Indian
constitution otherwise day by day
we will lose our right and status.
I am quite sure that Meitei
Individuals are hard work,
intelligent, warm friendship but
without a proper status or Identity
it may not be a longer to survive in
this highly competitive world. It is
true that Manipuri Kuki and Naga
are well protected by the Schedule
tribe status including the lands and
revenues whereas Meiteis neither
belong to any protected status,
which impact a lots in the employees
and Human rights.
Since, 5 years some section of
Meiteis becomes OBCs but it is not
a right terms if Govt. of India is
comparing Meitei with the
communities like the Muslims,
Haryanvi, UP, Bihar, (Raj put,
Thakurs) and South Indian OBCs
as they have population in terms of
millions and belong to the major
religious group.
Meitei should care about them while
deciding for the categorization of
the socially and economically
backward classes among the
religious and linguistic minority as
they have population of about 13
lakhs only with a settlement area of
about 709 sq. km in Manipur Valley
and outside the states. My Slogan
is that if Meetei are protected in the
valley only then our brothers and
sisters of the hill will remain safe
otherwise after decades both the
people of hills and valley of
Manipur will be losing its
population, politics, identity and
culture after a huge assimilation with
migrant population.

We should support ILPS in
Manipur as it is a genuine need of
our state as lands are grab in the
name of development but
occupied by migrants in original
terms. Before trains reaches Imphal
valley lets safe our identity and
decide our status for the future
survival of the Meetei and all the
tribal communities who are truly
belong to this state.
an be simply helpful to the
community in terms of Identity like
religious minority and indigenous
right of Northeast Indian as we
don’t belong to the Schedule tribe
and Caste in the stage.
The right of the minority and
indigenous people of Northeast
India is going to be strongly
affected day by day from every
action and plan of Indian Govt. like
construction of Hydroelectric
power projects Dams in the
tectonically active areas, and base
camps of Army, endangering of the
rich Biodiversity, intrusion of the
economic and business holder
from the outside. So, it is not only
to have the protection right of the
indigenous people but also the
protection of nature and
biodiversity of North East India
from the Govt. of Indian Policies.
But it is very necessary to stabilize
the education and the economy of
the indigenous people to make the
voice to stop the destruction of
Northeast peace, landscapes and
biodiversity. At most of the places
the outsiders or migrants or
refugees people take it easy to
follow or accepted a system where
the majority power need within a
state or countries. For example
Sikkim a mountain country was
handled to the Govt. of India by a
refugee Nepali lawyer who lives in
the Sikkim under the kingdom rule
to become a Sikkim a democratic
state of India.
These activities can happened in
case of Manipur as Manipur was
and has been dominated by the
mixed minded or blooded people
who never think of themselves in
terms of Identity, who almost
assimilated with the outsider since
18 century. We should realize
these things in the mind of the
indigenous people otherwise
Manipur may not become a place
for its own people. In a case we
can ask ourselves a question that
Is Manipuri Meitei stills an
Indigenous as compared to the
other OBCs of India.??
Yes, Meiteis are still an indigenous
weaker section having a
population of about 13 lakhs with
stronger cultural and traditional
but the small no. of employees in
the central Jobs. They have been
suffering more in terms of
economy, education, landmarks,
lifestyle, religious identity and
community identity. But Meiteis
never realized such things which
are more necessary to have better
future with a stronger rights and
peaceful mind.
Whereas if we don’t say or ask our
problem who will do our help for
this it may be very difficult to
remind the Indian Govt. openly as
Manipur is always believe to be
the sons of one mother, if Meiteis
thinks for their own may be other
community may have mind but it
is not like that Meiteis will create
more betterment of the
development and educational
sectors to Manipur as we belong
to the indigenous community, we
should take ourselves a better
initiative with the other Indigenous
community.
But it will be very difficult to say
that sons of Manipuri belong to a
single mother in terms of
Indigenous right including Bihari,
Marwari, Punjabi, Burmese,
Nepalese, and Banglades hi
Muslims. They should follow the
(contd. on page 3)
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Toolkit case: Order on Disha Ravi’s bail plea on Tuesday Builders Association of
Retired judges, top officials back Delhi police
India stages nationwide
IT Correspondent
New Delhi, Feb 21:
The additional sessions judge
Dharmendra Rana in Sessions
Court, New Delhi on Saturday
reserved his order for
pronouncement on next
Tuesday, February 23, on the
bail plea of Disha Annappa
Ravi (Disha Ravi), a 22-yearold climate activist from
Bengaluru, Karnataka accused
by Delhi Police of creating a
toolkit to help the farmers
protesting against the Centre’s
controversial farm laws.
She was arrested from
Bengaluru on February 13 by
a cyber cell team of Delhi
Police, brought to Delhi and
booked for sedition and other
charges. A trial court on Friday
had sent her to a 3-day judicial
lockup after her 5-day police
custody expired. A bail
application was filed on her
behalf by her lawyer Sidharth
Agarwal.
The judge, had his own
doubts on the case built by
police as he pointedly asked:
“Is there any evidence or are
we acting on the basis of
surmises and conjectures?”.
He sought evidence linking
the toolkit used by her with
the violence in Delhi on the
Republic Day when additional
solicitor general S.V. Raju
claimed on behalf of police that
the document by her has to
be read with hashtags and
links to show all were meant
to “instigate people to come
on street and create a public
disorder.”
Delhi Police vehemently
opposed the bail plea filed by
Disha on Friday, while her
lawyer rubbished all the

charges and wondered how
the sedition charge be levelled
against her that was not even
slapped on those indulging in
violence on January 26.
Disha through her lawyer said
“If highlighting farmers’
protest globally is sedition, I
am better in jail.” Her lawyer
asserted that, the police
should not have arrested her
since it has no evidence to
show that the toolkit on
farmers’ protest is responsible
for the violence in Delhi on
January 26. He said none of
those arrested for the Red Fort
violence has said that he was
inspired because of the
toolkit. He also questioned the
FIR, wondering if one can be
accused of targeting “Yoga”
and “Chai”. He said the talk of
alleged genocide in Kashmir
has been going on for years
and it can’t suddenly become
sedition.
The additional solicitor
general countered: “This was
not just a toolkit. The real plan
was to defame India and
create unrest in the country.”

He said Disha knew the legal
actions in store for her and that
is why she deleted WhatsApp
chats, emails and other
evidence. Why did she cover
her tracks and delete evidence
if she did not commit any
wrong? he asked.
Claiming a sinister design
behind the toolkit, he said
Disha was “part of the Indian
chapter of the global
conspiracy to defame India
and create unrest in the garb
of farmers’ protest and that is
why she was in touch and
preparing and sharing the
toolkit with those advocating
Khalistan.
Greta Thunberg tweets in
solidarity with Disha
In anoth er developm ent
climate activi st Gr eta
Thu nberg
pled ged
solidarity with Disha with
her tweet “ The freedom of
spe ech an d the right to
pea ceful pro test
and
ass embly
are
n onnegotiable human rights.
These must be a fundamental
part of any democracy.’’

Continued from page 2

Should we Meitei / Meetei belong to
Minority community .........

same right, which are applied
by the Govt. of India like
Business community or
refugee, status. The human
right should be same among
them and us.
We know the right of the
people leaving as a
businessmen have very
genuine right of protection as
compare to the indigenous
Manipuri by keeping Army
and police force for them, on
the other hand indigenous
people can be killed anytime
by violating the human right
for those outsiders human
right. It is still having the
problem of difference of cost
of human life by comparing
the village and city people in
India. AFSP act make
Manipuri very cheaper in front
of the world, which can be kill
anytime if you are suspected
and act against the owner of
the house.
My suggestion is that we
indigenous minority needs a
stronger protection base on
the laws and regulation of
Govt. of India through our
sound demand otherwise day
will be gone out to safe our
identity and economy. Let us
take this right time to seek for
our pure status and cost of
leaving with true Identity
before we are going to be
endangered from every
aspect.
Now, Meiteis especially in

Manipur are really in a poor
shape in terms economy and
religious status as Meiteis are
neither fully Hindu nor believe
100 % in their own religion
Sanamahi. So, if you really
love your ancestor and
forefather you need to
conserve your tradition,
culture, laws and religion with
a proper understanding of
Indian constitution otherwise
day by day we will lose our
right and status.
I am quite sure that Meitei
Individuals are hard work,
intelligent, warm friendship
but without a proper status or
Identity it may not be a longer
to survive in this highly
competitive world. It is true
that Manipuri Kuki and Naga
are well protected by the
Schedule
tribe
status
including the lands and
revenues whereas Meiteis
neither belong to any
protected status, which
impact a lots in the employees
and Human rights.
Since, 5 years some section of
Meiteis becomes OBCs but it
is not a right terms if Govt. of
India is comparing Meitei with
the communities like the
Muslims, Haryanvi, UP, Bihar,
(Raj put, Thakurs) and South
Indian OBCs as they have
population in terms of millions
and belong to the major
religious group.
Meitei should care about them

while deciding for the
categorization of the socially
and economically backward
classes among the religious
and linguistic minority as they
have population of about 13
lakhs only with a settlement
area of about 709 sq. km in
Manipur Valley and outside
the states. My Slogan is that
if Meetei are protected in the
valley only then our brothers
and sisters of the hill will
remain safe otherwise after
decades both the people of
hills and valley of Manipur
will be losing its population,
politics, identity and culture
after a huge assimilation with
migrant population.
We should support ILPS in
Manipur as it is a genuine
need of our state as lands are
grab in the name of
development but occupied by
migrants in original terms.
Before trains reaches Imphal
valley lets safe our identity
and decide our status for the
future survival of the Meetei
and all the tribal communities
who are truly belong to this
state.

******* This article is
being reproduced in
connection with the
recent plea to Supreme
Court for declaration of
Hindus of Manipur to
Minority Community

Retired judges’ back Delhi
Police’s action in Disha
Ravi case
In the meanwhile, a group of
former members of the
judiciary and law-enforcement
agencies have written to
President Ram Nath Kovind,
saying that in the case of
Disha Ravi, age is immaterial,
and what matters is the series
of actions that are “naturally
anti-national”.
Slamming those criticising the
arrest of activist Disha in the
toolkit case, they said that
those with “vested interests”
are doing so to hide their
“anti-national” activities and
indulging in “slander” against
Delhi Police.
In a letter to the President of
India, a forum of concerned
citizens from judicial and law
enforcement backgrounds
said that they are very
agitated
by
the
unsubstantiated allegations
through social media with
regard to the arrest of Disha,
by the Delhi Police.
Defending the police action,

they said information available
on open sources clearly
establish that the toolkit
document contains the list of
persons or groups to be
followed having “linkages
with ISI and Khalistani
groups”. They urged the
central government to ensure
that Delhi Police is able to do
its investigation in a free and
fair manner without any undue
pressure to bring to book all
those
who
allowed
themselves to be used by
“secessionist” forces in India
and abroad.
The 47 signatories to the
representation to the President
include former Rajasthan chief
justice and governor V S
Kokje, former Delhi and Patna
high courts’ chief justice
Rajendra Menon, former
Punjab DGP P C Dogra, former
CBI director Nageshwar Rao
and former Kerala DGP R
Padmanabhan.
“It is sickening to note that a
few Indian citizens have
actively engaged with banned
elements and organisations
who coordinated a plan to
organise protests in front of
all Indian embassies, high
commissions and consulgeneral offices in leading cities
in the USA, Canada, the
United Kingdom and Europe
to defame the Indian
government. They not only
attempted to undermine the
confidence the Indian
expatriate community and
PIOs have in the present
government, but also tried to
mislead
elected
representatives of these
foreign governments which is
prejudicial to friendly relations
of our nation with these
countries.

one-day strike against
alleged unethical
practices in cement and
steel industries
IT Correspondent
Kolkata, Feb21:
Hit badly by the cartelisation
and unnatural price hike by
cem ent
and
steel
manufactu rers,
the
sta keholders
in
construction,
build ing
industry repre sented by
Builders Association of
India (BAI) staged nationwide dharna and one day
strike recently to attract the
attention of the government
authorities towards the
menace. The BAI is raising
the demand for immediate
appointment of a regulatory
authority in the cement and
steel industry to curb the ill
and unethical practices
which ultimately hamper the
common man. All the
sta kehold ers
from
construction and, real estate
sectors participated in the
strike and dharna amid huge
response across the country.
BAI has been continuously
raising its voice at various
forums against the carteling
and unnatural price hike by
the cement a nd steel
companies. It has been
fighting the legal battle and
has
approached
the
government authorit ies
against the u nethical
practices. The BAI has

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh inaugurates 26th Hunar
Haat in Delhi

Agency
New Delhi, Feb 21:
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh today inaugurated the
26th edition of ‘Hunar Haat’
in New Delhi. Speaking on
the occasion, the Minister
said Hunar Haa t brings
together indigenous artisans
and craftsmen from across
the country. He said this
Haat is a beautiful exhibition
of India’s traditional art and
craft and more importantly
country’s “cultural mosaic”.
The Minister stat ed that
Hunar Haat gives emphasis
on Vocal for Local which is
the basis of self-reliant India.
He said Hunar Haat not only
gives a common platform to
the traditional artisans and
craftsm en bu t is also an

expression of country’s rich
culture and tradition. He
added that the Haat plays an
important role in the national
and international branding
of arts and crafts of artisans
so that they get a fair price
for their products.
Agency reports that the
Ministry of Minority Affairs
is organising the Hunar Haat
on the theme of Vocal for
Local. The Hunar Haat will
be underway till 1st March.
More than 600 artisans and
craftsmen from more than 31
sta tes and UTs are
participating.
Artisans and craftsmen from
And hra P radesh, Ass am,
Bihar,
Chandigarh,
Chhattisgarh, Delhi, Goa,
Gujarat, Haryana, Himachal
Pradesh, Jammu-Kashmir,

Jha rkhand, Wes t Bengal
among
others
are
participating for the display
and sale of their exquisite
indigenous
handm ade
products. The indigenous
handmade products from
every corner of the country
are available under one roof
at Hunar Haat.
The visitors can also enjoy
traditional delicacies from
every region of the country
at the B awar chikhana
section. Besides, the people
will als o enjoy d ifferent
cultural
and
musical
programmes to be presented
by renowned artists of the
country.
People will get a feel of the
strength of t he count ry’s
Unity in Diversity at the
Hunar Haat.

str ongly dema nded the
constitution of regulatory
authority for the sectors to
curb the ill practices that
ultimately pinch the general
public and hinders the
growth of the country.
“We have time and again
requested the government to
appoint a high-level enquiry
on the reasons of abnormal
cement price hike when there
is neither any corresponding
demand
from
the
construction industry nor
any substantial rise in input
cost. It also needs to probe
with a view to have a longterm solution to the unethical
practices being followed by
cement manufacturers. A
quick and prompt action by
the Government in the matter
will not only save the
employment of around 60
million construction workers,
but
also
save
the
construction sector, which
includes affordable housing,
from potential shutdown,”
sai d Mr. Mu. Moahan,
President,
B uild ers
Association of India.
He said that the nationwide
dharna protest and strike
announced by BAI to attract
the attention of the
government
agenc ies
towards the grave problem
the key sectors are facing,
received over whelm ing
response.
“All the stakeholders and
their
local
groups,
organizations representing
other relevant sectors joined
hands with us in solidarity
and to p rotest the ill
practices. Various judicial
and quasi-judicial authorities
suc h
as
Competition
Commission of India (CCI),
Monopolies And Restrictive
Trade Practices Commission,
Par liame ntary Stand ing
Committee of Ministry of
Com merce have in their
rulings
and
reports
reaffir med t he unethical
practice adopt ed by the
cement and steel industries.
Despite it, the profiteering
and exploitation continues
for years,” he added.
Some of the slogans raised
by the p arti cipat ing
stakeholders at various
centers in the country were:
“Civil Construction Industry
which is mother industry of
all other industries is being
killed due to the Artificial
Price Hike of Cement and
Steel”, “Full Stop to all Civil
Construction Activit ies
acr oss India to pr o te s t
against Artificially Hiked
Cement and Still Prices”,
“BAI demands Cement and
Steel Regulatory Authority
to curb Artificially Hiked
Cement and Steel Prices”,
“C o ns tr u c tion of P ub lic
U t ility
Inf ra s tr u c t ur e
P r oj ect s i n J eop a rd y
b ec au s e of Art ificia lly
Hike d Cem ent and S te el
P r ic e s ”,
“ Affor d ab le
H ous es
No
M or e
Affor d ab le, be cau s e of
Artificially Hiked Cement
and Steel Prices”.
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Mumbai Police secure custody of gangster Ravi Pujari
By Raju Vernekar
Mumbai, Feb 21:
A notorious gangster Ravi
Pujari, wanted in over 150
cases across India and who
was extradited to India from
Senegal (Dakar, West Africa)
last year, will be brought to
Mumbai from Bengaluru in
Karnataka possibly on
Monday.
Pujari is wanted in nearly 52
cases including murder,
extortion, and shootouts in
Mumbai over the past 20
years. He was extradited to
India, from Senegal in
February 2020 and is at
present in the custody of
Bengaluru police. He will be
brought to Mumbai next week
with Bengaluru’s court giving
his custody to Mumbai Police
on Saturday. The Mumbai
Police Crime Branch has
secured his custody in
connection with the firing in
Gajalee restaurant at Vile Parle
in northwest Mumbai in 2016.
The mafioso first came into the
news in early 2000 when he
started extorting huge
amounts
from
Bollywood personalties and
builders. He was involved in
an attempt to murder a case
aimed at killing a prominent
lawyer
of
Mumbai.
Subsequently, he, along with
his wife Padma and three
children fled India. His son
who married in Australia last
year reportedly holds an
Australian passport.
“The process of taking Pujari’s
custody has been completed.

We have succeeded in getting
custody of Gangster Pujari in
the Gajalee restaurant firing
case. A team led by senior
police inspector Sachin
Kadam will go to Karnataka to
take over his custody. Once
in Mumbai, he will be
produced before a special
court”, Joint Commissioner of
Police Milind Bharambe said.
Earlier, efforts by Mumbai
Police’s crime branch to take
the gangster’s custody had
failed due to various legal
hurdles. At the time of his
extradition, authorities in
Senegal from where he was
extradited, were informed by
Karnataka Police only about
their cases. Due to this,
Pujari’s lawyer opposed his
custody to the Mumbai Police.
Then
Mumbai
Police
Commissioner Param Bir Singh
took up the matter with the
centre.
The MHA/MEA intervened
Based on the request by the
Mumbai Police, the Union
ministry of home affairs and
the Union ministry of external
affairs intervened and
represented their case before
authorities in Senegal and
sought permission for
granting his custody to
Mumbai Police. Senegal
authorities then permitted
Mumbai Police to take the
custody and the documents
were accordingly submitted
before the special court
(functioning on the lines of the
Maharashtra Control of
Organised Act (MCOCA), in
Bengaluru. The court issued

a warrant on Saturday.
Pujari was staying in Senegal
since 2010. He was arrested
from a saloon in Senegal on
21 January 2019 by local police.
However, he jumped bail from
Senegal and escaped to South
Africa in June 2019. He was
stated to be involved in bigtime drug trafficking and
extortion racket. He was once
a right-hand man of the
underworld don Chhota Rajan
(now in the custody of
Mumbai Police) and had
parted ways with him.
Pujari operated under a fake
name
Pujari was using the name
“Antony Fernandes and was
carrying a passport (No.
03010400228108450) in the
fake name of Anthony

Fernandes issued in Burkina
Faso, on July 10, 2013 ( which
was valid July 06, 2023). The
passport carried January 25,
1961, as his date of birth, and
Mysore(Karnataka) as his
place of birth. .He was hiding
as Antony Fernandes in a
remote village of South
Africa.
His passport showed his
profession
as
“Agent
Commercial” meaning that he
was designated
as a businessman and was
running a chain of restaurants
“Namaste India” in Senegal,
Burkina
Faso,
and
neighbouring countries. He
was not a fugitive as claimed
by the Indian Government, his
lawyer had earlier argued in the
Senegal court.

Based on a tip-off from the
Indian external intelligence
agency, Senegal police caught
the gangster. He was then
brought to India on February
23, 2020, by a team of officers,
including senior IPS officers
from Karnataka.
After his arrest, Mumbai
Police’s anti-extortion cell
(AEC) compiled a dossier with
details of cases against him in
Mumbai for his extradition.
The selected cases were
mostly registered under the
Maharashtra Control of
Organised
Crime Act
(MCOCA). Apart from the
documents, we collected
biometric proof, including
DNA samples collected from
his family.
A senior crime branch officer

said police in Karnataka,
Kerala, and Gujarat, and other
cities have also prepared
similar dossiers which were
submitted to the home
ministry, from where these
were sent to the authorities in
Senegal.
Cases in Mumbai
The incident took place at
about 11.45 pm on October 21,
2016, when two members of
Pujari’s gang, identified as Das
and Momin, visited Gajalee
restaurant. While Momin
waited outside, Das entered
the restaurant and handed
over a chit to one of the staff.
He threatened the staff that he
would kill him if he failed to
follow his instructions. He also
boasted that he is from Pujari’s
gang. While returning the duo
fired and fled on the motor
cycle. Later the anti-extortion
cell (AEC) arrested seven
accused on charges of
supplying and possessing
illegal arms. Pujari is a wanted
accused in this case, since it
was stated that when the
telephone calls demanding
ransom, made to the owner of
the
restaurant
went
unanswered, he sent two men
to scare him.Besides, he is
also wanted in a sizable
number of cases of extortion
threats
to
Bollywood
filmmakers.
Cases in Karnataka
46 cases are registered by
Karnataka police against
Pujari. They include five major
ones, including the murder of
a developer Subbaraju in 2001
in Bengaluru and a brutal

attack in 2007 on a developer
running
“Shabnam
Developers”. Also, a host of
cases of criminal intimidation
under IPC section 506, criminal
intimidation by anonymous
communication under IPC
section 507, and threatening
to life to commit extortion
under IPC section 387 have
been registered against him in
Girinagar, Sadashivanagar
Mahalakshmi Layout, High
Grounds, and Magadi Road
police stations in Karnataka.
Most of the cases registered
against him have been chargesheeted.
Cases in Gujarat
Over 56 cases are registered
by Gujarat police, including a
case of extortion threat to
Gujarat MLA Jignesh Mewani.
Besides, more than 26 cases
of extortion calls and the
offence of firing on a man
named Pragnesh Patel of
Anand have been registered.
Pujari made frequent extortion
calls
to
builders,
professionals, politicians and
jewellers in Gujarat. He had
called up at different times
more than 70 targets in
Gujarat, but most of them
didn’t come forward to
divulge further details. In
three to four cases, the
victims paid extortion money.
But others remained tightlipped.
Pujari has been trying to
avoid the M umbai police
because of its strong dragnet
and also he is afraid of
probable attack from his rivals
lodged in jails in Mumbai.

Assam Rifles conducts awareness Motor Cycle rally organized against drug abuse
lecture on Covid vaccine, cancer
and immunisation
IT News
Imphal, Feb 21:

IT News
Imphal, Feb .21:
Kakching Battalion of Assam
Rifles under the aegis of HQ
IGAR (South) conducted an
awareness lecture on COVID
vaccine and immunization in
Kakching on 19 and 20
February.
While adequate attention has
been given by Assam Rifles
to educate the locals of
Kakching and troops about
‘DOs and DON’Ts’ to be
followed during the pandemic,
a need was also felt to educate
the troops and debunk the
myths related to COVID
vaccination.
The Medical Officers of
Kakching
Battalion
conducted the awareness
lectures and educated the
troops about the COVID 19
vaccinations. This lecture was
followed by an interactive
session wherein all queries
related to the vaccine were
appropriately addressed.
Kakching Battalion aims to
disseminate details of COVID
immunisation to the locals of
Kakching in times to come
thereby debunking the
damaging myths related to

COVID 19 vaccine.
On the other hand,
SajikTampak Battalion of 28
Sector Assam Rifles under the
aegis of HQ IGAR (South) is
o b s e r v i n g
SwacchtaPakhwada week
under Ek Bharat Shreshta
Bharat Mission in the remote
locations of Chandel district
from 19 to 25 February 2021.
The event is being conducted
with an aim to emphasise the
importance of spreading
awareness about Swacchta
mission
and
its
implementation. Various
activities ranging from
Swacchtashapath, talk on
community outreach, tree
plantation and lectures on
personal
hygiene
and
sanitation have been planned
for the week.
The event aims to cover all the
remote villages of Sajik valley
to includ e G elb u ngjang ,
Chahkap, L Haika, Haika,
Paldai and P Salem. This
w eek
long
S wac cht aPakhw a da w ill
encou rag e t he locals to
inculcate the importance of
hygiene and cleanliness for
self and the country.
On the other hand the Assam

Rifles also organized cancer
awareness among the locals,
Somsai battalion of Assam
Rifles under the aegis of HQ
IGAR (South) organised
Cancer awareness campaign
and Medical Camp at
Awangkasom village in Ukhrul
district on Friday.
The villagers were briefed
about various types of
cancers, its symptoms,
precautions and treatment
options available. The
villagers were also made aware
about the various health and
medical beneficiary schemes
of the government. The
Assam Rifles also conducted
an awareness program on the
vices of drugs on youth and
society.
In addition, a medical camp
was also organised wherein
almost 100 villagers were
provided medicines for
common ailments and masks.
At the end of Campaign
Troops of Assam Rifles and
Villagers of Awankasom,
K
u
r
e
i
,
Kalhangvillagesalongwith
children of Credential English
School took a pledge to make
Manipur free from Drugs
abuse and Cancer.

o-ordinating Body khurai
Imphal East District Police
Department and Naska Mukta
bharat campaign of Imphal
East jointly organised a
motorcycle rally in the theme
For a drug Free society.
The rally took place on
Sunday the 21st February 2021
starting from Khurai lamlong
bazaar in which around 300
bikers participated in it.
Carrying the message of a
drug free society and
combating drugs , the bikers
carried placards written “ save
the
life
of
younger
generation” “Stop poppy
cultivation” “ Life is more
precious than money” and
drive to various places of
Imphal East district including
the remotest part. The
motorcycle rally was flagged
off by Khumantham Diana
Devi (IAS) DC Imphal East
from Khurai Lamlong Bazar at

11 am. There were messages
by announcement using
loudspeakers at some certain
public areas to ensure the
message reached a maximum
number of people.
The bikers arrived at SRC
ground at Khurai puthiba
leikai of Imphal east around
12.30 pm. Where a function
was held relating to Drug free
society.
Jogeschandra
Haobijam (IPS) SP Imphal East
, Sanajbam Inoubi Meetei (

National Awardee) vice
chairman co ordinating Body
khurai , Ksh Ravikumar singh
( IPS) SDPO Lamlai Imphal
East district police have
consented to grace the
function as chief Gu est
Pre sident and Guest of
Honour respectively.
Jogeshchandra Haobijam SP
Imp hal
East
distr ict
expressed that if the local
clubs work together against
drugs with the support of the

Imphal East District police
dru g can be completely
wiped out from this district.
He appreciated Khurai coordinating body for being a
successful club to organise
a waging war against drugs
in a short time. Rabikumar
SDPO Lamlai police said that
involvement of the people in
the war on drugs is very
important and the police are
getting ready to help such
people to the highest level.
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