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VAT on Petroleum products revised thrice
since 2017: Deputy CM Y. Joykumar
IT News
Imphal, Feb 11:
Deputy Chief Minister (incharge Finance) Yumnam
Joykumar stated before the
House that the government will
consider suggestions to review
VAT on petroleum products. He
made the assurance while replying to a Starred Question and
supplementary questions raised
by MLA Surjakumar Okram during the morning session of the
7th day of the ongoing 12th session of the 11th Manipur Legislative Assembly. He also informed the house that the existing VAT (Value Added Tax) levied on petroleum products in the
State is comparatively similar to
other North Eastern States
Y. Joykumar stated that the
increments/revisions in VAT on
petroleum products like petrol
and diesel since 2017 have been
taken up three times on October
4, 2018; October 22, 2019 and
May 6, 2020 respectively.
Further stating that public
notice was issued by the Government for the increments/revisions of the October 22, 2019 he

said that for the other two cases
namely October 4, 2018 and May
6, 2020 the fourteen (14) days
public notice was not issued.
Explaining the reason for the
non issuance of the fourteen (14)
days public notice of the increments/revisions in the mentioned two cases, he said that
the increments/revision of October 4, 2018, the VAT rate of
petrol was reduced from 25% to
21.2% and that of Diesel from
14.5% to 10.6%. The fourteen
(14) days public notice was not
issued as the government had
decided to transfer the benefit
of tax decrease in petrol and diesel immediately to the consumer.
Further he clarified that the
non issuance of the fourteen (14)
days public notice for the May
6, 2020 was due to the urgent
need for additional resources to
meet the high expenses incurred
due to COVID – 19 pandemic.
During the time of unprecedented emergency there was a
sharp decline in both GST and
VAT collection. On the other
hand, there was an urgent requirement of huge resources to
combat the pandemic, he added.

Rural Development and
Panchayati Raj Minister
Thongam Biswajit Singh in response to MLA Surjakumar
Okram’s starred question stated
that payment of the wages and
material component for Mahatma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Scheme
(MGNREGS) is still pending. He
stated that the administrative department has submitted a claim
proposal to MoRD accordingly,
Rs. 83.66 crore has been released
by MoRD and that the remaining amount is being processed
for release by the Ministry.
Minister Th. Biswajit while
replying to a starred question
from MLA N. Loken Singh, stated
that under PMAY – G scheme,
18,640 houses had been allotted
for FY 2016-17 to 2019-20. Out of
18,640 units, 18,455 units had
started construction and about
10,030 units had been completed. He said that for the FY
2020-21, a target of about 15,842
houses have been allotted. Out
of the allotted target, 13,861 have
been sanctioned till date and
funds for the above houses are
yet to be released by the MoRD.

AMCTA to begin cease work strike;
sets Feb 20 as deadline

IT New
Imphal, Feb 11:

All Manipur College Teachers’ Association (AMCTA) has
served an ultimatum to the Government of Manipur with February 20 as the deadline for issuing the Notification/Orders for
implementation of 7th UGC Pay
to the college teachers of
Manipur.
The ultimatum was served as
per the resolution of the Execu-

tive Committee meeting of
AMCTA held on February 8.
AMCTA further stated that
the college teachers under the
banner of AMCTA will launch
Cease Work Strike from February
22 if the Government fails to fulfil
the demand within the deadline.
A statement issued by the
AMCTA said that the step was
taken up as per the authorization
of General Body to the Executive
Committee to take steps for
fulfilment of demands of teach-

ing community and upliftment of
higher education of the state,
mass mobilization will be stared
from February 16 onwards.
The AMCTA appealed all
the principals, unit secretaries
and teachers of unit colleges to
ensure good academic atmosphere in campuses of respective colleges by discharging their
duties and conduct classes to
meet the needs of students till
February 20 with maintaining the
solidarity of Association.

Village authorities decry attack to SDO Noney
IT News
Imphal, Feb 11:
The
Pongringlong
(Charoipandongba) PEIKAI
(Thoubei Village court), Village
Authority, Khllakpa, Women
Society and Youth today
jointly clarified towards the
public general and any
organisation apropos to the
occurred incident of February
2 against Abdul Hakim, SDO
Noney between Shejang and
Pongringlong village NH-37

Kangpokpi District and other
series of heinous crime that it
were all absolutely without the
knowledge and consent of the
P o n g r i n g l o n g
(Charoipandongba) village.
“Hitherto, the Pongringlong
(Charoipandangba) village
haven’t permitted nor allowed
nor
authorised
any
organisations to take a refuge or
harbourage within the jurisdiction of the Pongringlong
(Charoipandongba) village. Subsequently it sincerely and ear-

nestly appeals the public general and any organisations to
avoid misconception against
the Pongringlong village and
further informed that any untoward incident for the aforesaid matter and in future shall
not be held responsible by
the
Pong ringlong
(Charoipandongba) village”,
a joint statement said.
The Village Authorities expressed strong condemnation to
the inhuman act as unlawful and
unethical nature.

The amount per house under
PMAY – G is Rs. 1,30,000/-.
Works Minister Th. Biswajit
while replying to a Starred Question from MLA Karam Shyam said
that the Ministry of Road Transport & Highways has sanctioned
the strengthening and widening
from the spot of 320.320 km to
spot of 330.00 km on NH – 102,
Imphal Moreh section during the
year 2020-21, with a target to complete the project within 18 months.
Water Resources Minister
Letpao Haokip answering to a
Starred Question on the functional
status of Dolaithabi Barrage
Project said that the project is programmed to be completed by
March 2021 but due to the pending court cases for purchase of
land the construction of right main
canal the canals are not fully functional. He further added that the
compensation amount of Rs.
8,29,22,000/- for 243 households
for the right main canal has been
deposited to DC Imphal East. 229
pattadars have already been compensated whereas compensation
amounting to Rs. 53.04 lakhs for
14 pattadars is still with the DC
due to a pending court case.
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Assassination plot reported against
former UNLF chief RK Meghen;
Security tightens around his residence
IT News
Imphal, Feb 11:
Security measures have
been intensified at the residential area former UNLF Chairman RK Meghen @ Sanayaima
at Yaiskul Sana Janmasthan
following report of assassination plot. The report of strengthening security measures to the
surrounding of the residence
of former UNLF chief appeared
at web portal the Wire in its
yesterday’s edition. As per the
report, the Superintendent of
Police Imphal West K.
Meghachandra confirmed the
assassination plot to the former
rebel leader.
The news portal also reported that the police had also
advice the rebel leader to restrict his movement.
74 years old R.K.
Meghan, the chairman of the
banned outfit United National
Liberation Front (UNLF) was
arrested in 2010 and was re-

IT News
Imphal, Feb 11:
Government College teachers of the state continues sit-inprotest in their respective colleges as a part of Federation of
Government College Teachers’
Associations,
Manipur
(FEGOCTA) demands for implementation of 7th UGC pay.
General Secretary of
FEGOCTA, Dr. N. Somorendro
Singh in a press statement said
that the government College
teachers will take 2 days mass casual leaves as a part of the protest.
The FEGOCTA expresses
displeasures towards the government attitude stating that the
college teachers have strong
sense of discrimination and being cheated due to unhappy experiences over two years since
December, 2018.
“In addition to the nonfulfilment of three written assurances to FEGOCTA in 2019 by
the Government, two nonimplementable Cabinet deci-

sions were taken upto February
2020 on UGC Policy. These were
before Covid-19 pandemic
started in 2020. Even after six
months of Cabinet approval on
6th August, 2020, no Orders7 th
UGC Pay and Regulations, 2018
are issued till today”, a statement
by Somorendra said.
It added that the college
teachers will longer accept injustice, false accusation and denial
of basic rights as government
employees.
The statement also stand
tough with their demand saying
that the present agitations will
continue until the Orders of 7th
UGC Pay and Regulations, 2018
are issued.

Deactivated handles include 583 alleged Khalistani handles, 126 hashtag around PM
Staring at a possibly
heavy penalty and action
against its top employees,
Twitter India started blocking
the accounts reported by the
Union government for inflammatory content.
The micro blogging
website assured the government that it will review the
content on handles flagged in
a notice sent by the IT Ministry under Section 69A[3] of
the Information Technology
Act. Under the said section
of the IT Act, senior officials

of the company can face a jail
term of up to seven years and
financial penalty.
The IT ministry under
Union Minister Ravi Shankar
Prasad told the social media
giant that it was obliged to
abide by its instructions,
keeping public order in mind
and to defuse an atmosphere
of public hatred and
tension. The ministry said
‘motivated campaigns’ on
Twitter and hashtag around
PM Modi were being used to
‘abuse, inflame and create
tension in society on unsubstantiated grounds’.
Responding to the

government’s requests, Twitter said: “We took enforcement actions including permanent suspension in certain
cases against more than 500
accounts escalated across all
MeitY (Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology, India) orders for clear
violations of Twitter ’s
Rules.” 126 handles that
used #ModiPlanningFarmer
Genocide, 583 accounts with
Khalistani-Pakistani links
deactivated
As many as 702 accounts
were deactivated by Twitter.
These include 126 handles
that had posted on Twitter

File Photo: Former UNLF Chairman RK Meghen @ Sanayaima
leased in November last week
of 2019 after completing jail
term convicted by the NIA
Court. Family source said that
he return after around 44
years.
Source close to Imphal
Times said that the state police had wanted to provide security escort for RK Meghen
some 2 months back, but the
former rebel leader refused to

take personal security.
After his released RK
Meghen was never seen at
any public gathering except on
the Birth Anniversary function of Poineer Journalist NK
Sanajaoba held on Dec 30 last
year at Lamyanba Sanglen,
Palace Compound here in
Imphal. There he paid tribute
to the departed journalist
along with others.

College teachers announces 2 days Mass Casual
Leave from tomorrow; staged protest

Twitter starts blocking handles flagged by govt, 702 accounts deactivated
IT Correspondent
New Delhi, Feb 11:

Rs.2/-

using #ModiPlanningFarmer
Genocide, and 583 accounts
that may have links with
Khalistani or Pakistani elements to spread misinformation, provocative content.
Originally 257 handles had
tweeted
with
the hashtag #ModiPlanning
FarmerGenocide. The government had also suspected
1,178 for having Khalistani,
Pakistani links. Responding
to India’s request for
bloc king 1, 17 8 Pakis tanKhalistani accounts spreading misinformation amidst the
farmers’ protest, a spokesperson of Twitter website said,

“our goal is to respect local
law while protecting our foundational principles of free expression”.
“If we receive a valid legal request about potentially
illegal content on Twitter, we
review it under both the Twitter rules and local law. If the
content violates Twitter ’s
rules, the content will be removed from the service,” a
Twitter
spokesperson
said.”The platform is guided
by principles of transparency
and empowering the public
conversation,” a Twitter
spokesperson told a news
agency.

“Now the attempts to take
Covid-19 as the excuses and impression of teachers having no
concerns for the students have
only caused intense hurt feelings
and anger to every college teacher.
Other states including Arunachal
Pradesh, Assam and Nagaland
long ago implemented 7th UGC
Pay and that too with arrear for
the period from 1.1.2016 to

31.3.2019. For the College teachers in Manipur, 7th UGC pay is to
be given only from April, 2019 as
per Cabinet approval. Other employees of Manipur government
are already enjoying 7th pay. Why
only the college teachers are asked
to sacrifice? The Government college teachers are even deprived
of complete salary for the last nine
years. In such a situation blaming
the college teachers have caused
more frustration and anger.
FEGOCTA is always opened for
dialogues and for peaceful academic atmosphere in the colleges.
5th FEGOCTA agitation is compelled and adopted as the ultimate
last resort due to the circumstances mentioned above”, the
statement said.

WAD appeals government to
establish working group to monitor
crime against women
IT News
Imphal, Feb 11:
Women Action for Development (WAD) drew the attention of the government to discuss the issue of Crime against
Women and Children in the
present of ongoing Assembly
session of the state.
A statement said that as
per records from daily news
report, there are 14 cases of
crimes against women since
the beginning of 2021 which
includes 3 rape, suicide 1, suspicious death 3, murder 1 etc.
While in the year 2020 there
were 190 cases of crime against
women and children recorded
in the local newspaper,
amongst these 47 cases of
death of women were recorded
in the state with different forms
violence.
It said many efforts have

been made by various CSOs
of the state along with the various governmental institutions
to curb the same, however, the
efforts remained unsuccessful. With regard to the same it
is high time to call all the members of the legislative assembly to discuss and establish
an appropriate mechanism or
to establish a Working Group
having the representatives
from the CSOs, Women and
Child Experts, members of the
Legislative Assembly of
Manipur, Legal experts etc to
monitor and make an urgent
intervention to curb the crime
against women and children in
the state.
WAD appealed all the
members of the legislative assembly to discuss seriously
on the budget allocated to
deal with the crime against
women and children.
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Budget 2021: Capturing the Pulse of the Nation
Democratisation of
Education
Fortunately, children of today started attending
school, after a bit relief from COVID-19 Pandemic. Hopes
once more is restored for a better future as school is an
instrument of making a better world. It is everybody’s
understanding that the climate of school life and the dynamics of human relations are potent factors in what
students learn about the way of life and the values which
direct their interpersonal relations, possibly even greater
factors than what the school explicitly teaches about
democratic human relations. Learning experiences in
schools make or mar the growth of democratic human
relations. Since children are the future citizens and the
success of democracy depends on their ability, both children and democracy are inter-related and inter-dependent.
As for the citizenship Education begins in the family
which is the first and most enduring nursery of the good
citizens. The democratic values like tolerance, self-abnegation, fell feeling etc, are likely to be inculcated in
the young children in the family, perfect balance is struck
between the needs of the individual and the demands
of the social group. Every individual learns to adjust and
harmonies his own unique interests and needs to those
of the other family members. The family being a small
social unity, the young children can easily understand
their position ‘and realise their rights and obligations in
an adequate manner. Thus as a simple miniature society,
family provides invaluable learning experience for democratic living in future. The foundations laid in the family
should be consolidated in the school. The democratic
experiences should be deepened, enriched and expanded
to the wider circles. Narrow loyalty of the family life has
had to broaden into wider loyalty of the larger, more
complex a more impersonal community. There may be difficulties in striking a happy balance between the needs
of the individual and those of the community.
However, the curricular and the co-curricular activities should be organised in the schools in such manner
that real experience in democratic living can be provided
to the child. The best way of imparting citizenship education to children is to provide every opportunity for
learning the rights and responsibilities, joys and sufferings of democratic living.
With a view to providing democratic education the
entire educational system-philosophy, organisation,
methodology, administration, management and so on,
have to be geared to the desired objectives and oriented
to th e pr i n ci ple of d e mo cr a c y. T h i s i s ca ll e d
democratisation of education and it with the spirit of
democracy. The above point has been very strongly and
clearly put a cross by the International Commission of
the Development of Education (1972) when they laid
down that anticipating the advent of democracy to the
world of education is not an illusion. It may not be perfect democracy, but when has this over existed? Yet it
will at least be a real concrete, practical democracy, not
inspired and built by bureaucrats or technocrats, or
granted by some ruling caste, it will be living, creative
and evolving. For this to be achieved social structures
must be changed and the privileges built into our cultural heritage must be reduced. Educational structures
must be remodelled, to extend widely the field of choice
and enable the people to follow the principle of life-long
education. Subject matter must be individualised pupils
and students must be aware of their status their rights
and their own wishes; authoritarian forms of teaching
must give way to relationship marked by independence,
mutual responsibility and dialogue; pedagogical training
must be geared to knowing and respecting the multiple
aspects of human personality; guidance must replace selection; those making use of educational institutions must
participate their management and policy-making, the bureaucratic aspects of educational activity must be broken down and its administration decentralised. Equal
access to education with equal opportunity and broad
access to education with democracy in education are
th e k e yn o te t o de moc r a ti s a t i on of e du c a ti o n .
Democratising education does not only mean giving more
education to more people, but also involving more people
in educational management. Traditional education is falling to adapt itself to the needs of the growing number
of people. It must be recreated. But who will do it? Not
the administrators in education, but the people, all of
them.
Letters, Feedback and Suggestions to ‘Imphal Times’
can be sent to our e-mail : imphaltimes@gmail.com. For advertisement
kindy contact: - 0385-3590330 (O). For time being readers can reach
the office at Cell Phone No. 9862860745 for any purpose.

Last week, the Budget 2021 was
tabled in the parliament under extra
ordinary circumstances. The new
virus posed a serious challenge to
our social and economic order. It
tested the resilience of our health
care systems, economy, governance,
social structures and above all - our
ability as a Nation, to react to such
crisis situation.
It is often said that “crisis situations are opportunities to either advance, or stay where you are”.
Here, I would like to appreciate the
vision of our Prime Minister Sh.
NarendraModi, who realized the
importance of being self reliant in
the fast evolving ‘post COVID
world order’ and immediately set
out a road map for turning India
into AtmaNirbhar Bharat. The budget 2021 is an expression of this
vision.
With contraction in the
economy, additional spending on
welfare, widening fiscal deficit, there
were twin challenges to pull back the
economy to a ‘V’ shaped recovery
and to secure the ‘livelihood of
people’. However, the Finance Minister has come up with a brilliant
budget that shall prove to be a
‘V’accine for our economy.
The government, through
Budget 2021, has allayed fears of
farmers. The introduction of agriculture infrastructure and development cess, increase in agriculture
credit to the tune of Rs 16.5 lakh
crores and allocation of infrastructure fund for augmenting infrastructure of APMCs echoes
government’s intentions aimed at
welfare of farmers. The centre’s
promise for MSP which is 1.5 times
of production cost, across all commodities, has been reconfirmed
and amplified in Prime Minister’s

By: Rattan Lal Kataria
own words at the floor of the plan new facilities and create job
house, “MSP tha, MSP haiaur avenues for this burgeoning urban
MSP rahega”
population. In Budget 2021, the GovGovernment has given a major ernment has announced a new
push to infrastructure investment scheme for augmentation of public
and placed its bets on multiplier ef- bus transport services, through PPP
fects of infrastructure spending to mode, with an outlay of 18,000
propel growth and employment. crores. Metro rail and RRTS network
Capital expenditure has been signifi- is being further strengthened to
cantly increased in BE 2021-22 with cover Tier -2 cities and periphery of
allocation of Rs 5.54 lakh crores Tier-1 cities.
which is 34.5% more than the BE
A JalJeevan mission (Urban) has
2020-21. Setting up of Development been announced to provide piped
Financial Institution with an outlay water supply to 4,378 Urban local
of Rs 20,000 crores, expansion of bodies with an outlay of Rs 2.87
National Infrastructure Pipeline and crores over the next 5 years. This
creation of National Monetization announcement rides on the glorious
pipeline will go a long way in aug- success of JJM (rural) through which
menting resources for upcoming 3.04 crore rural households have
projects. Ministry of Road Trans- been provided tap water in an years
port and highways has received al- time, against 3.23 crore rural houselocation of Rs 1,17,000crores includ- holds that were provided piped waing capital expenditure of Rs ter supply since independence, till
1,08,000 crores, the highest ever. 2019.
This sector has witnessed unprecI have, in my earlier writings,
edented growth over the last few termed JJM as a social revolution
years and is expected to grow fur- since the outcome of this scheme is
ther with the announcement of 3 not just limited to providing tap wanew economic corridors in states of ter to people. It creates demand for
Tamil Nadu, Kerala, West Bengal and skilled workforce like pipe fitters,
Assam with an investment of around plumbers,electricians,pump opera2,24,000 crores.
tor etc. It mandates participation of
It is heartening to note that the women in Panisamitis for planning
Government has prepared a National and monitoring village water supply
Rail Plan 2030 to prepare what the schemes hence empowering them.
FM in her speech mentioned as “Fu- It gives priority to weaker sections
ture ready’ railway system. Apart of society hence ensuring inclusion
from completing the western and and equality.
eastern dedicated freight corridor
Talking about Health sector, the
projects by 2022, the government FM announced a whopping inhas proposed new freight corridor crease of 137% in the budgetary
projects. This shall enable seamless outlay. A new scheme – PM
freight transport and bring down the AtmaNirbharSwasth Bharat Yojana
logistics cost for our Industry.
with an outlay of Rs 64,180 crores
India is witnessing an acceler- over the next 6 years has been anated growth in urban population. We nounced. Government has anneed to improve upon existing ur- nounced Mission Poshan 2.0 and
ban infrastructure, comprehensively Urban Swchch Bharat Mission 2.0

that shall have significant impact on
health parameters.
Setting up of 100 new Sainik
Schools, 750 new eklavya model residential schools in tribal areas and
quality up-gradation of 15,000 existing schools as per New Education
Policy, shall improve access to quality education for the younger generation. The revamping of Post
Matric Scholarship Scheme for SCs
with an outlay of Rs 35,000 crores
over the next 5 years is a welcome
step. It shall benefit over 4 crore
SC students and help improve the
Gross Enrolment Ratio (Higher education) by preventing dropouts. In
addition to it, the overall allocation
to welfare schemes for SCs, across
Ministries, has been increased to
Rs 1,26,259crores from Rs 83,256
crores that is almost by 51%. Also,
special care has been taken of our
elderly citizens by giving them exemption from filing tax return in case
their source of income is only pension and interest. The Budget,
therefore, is symbolic of Modi
Government’s
agenda
of”
SabkaSaathSabkaVikas”
Overall, the budget has been
well received and markets have reacted positively towards it. Our Finance Minister has walked a tight
rope of fiscal prudence and tabled a
budget which maintains a fine balance between capital expenditure to
trigger economic growth and public
spending to secure welfare and livelihood of people. This was the need
of the hour and shall lay a strong
foundation for AtmaNirbhar Bharat
in the times to come. Therefore, I
term it as a budget – that captures
the pulse of the Nation.
Author is Minister of State –
Ministry of Jal Shakti & Social
Justice and Empowerment.

“Our work is to report in whatever situation”:
Myanmar’s press finds new ways to do its job after coup
Mizzima Editor Soe Myint spoke at IPI press briefing about the threats to media
amid the military takeover
By: Riikka Maukonen
It’s been just over a week since
the military seized power in
Myanmar, reversing the country’s
transition to democracy and posing
a grave threat to press freedom. The
impact is already being felt on the
country’s media, including the multimedia news organization Mizzima,
which has already changed its headquarters and moved its heavy broadcasting equipment three times.
“Our work is to be able to broadcast and publish in whatever situation”, Soe Myint, the editor-in-chief
and founder of Mizzima, said at an
online press briefing organized by
the International Press Institute (IPI)
on February 8. In the briefing, Myint
shared his thoughts on the current
situation in Myanmar and the
threats media organizations and journalists are facing amid a hostile climate. A total of 78 journalists and
editors from almost 30 countries registered to attend the briefing, and
over 60 attended.
According to Myint, the coup of
February 1 was not completely unexpected. The general election last November, in which the Aung San Suu
Kyi-led National League for Democracy (NLD) party secured 83 percent
of the vote, led to strong resistance
in the military after the militarybacked Union Solidarity and Development Party was heavily defeated.
Military officials claimed that there
had been large-scale voter fraud. On
February 1, just ahead of the swearing in of the new Parliament, the military carried out the coup, arrested
Suu Kyi, cut off all internet and
phone connections and took over
power. “We were not surprised. We

were prepared”, Myint said.
Myint said that Mizzima had
stored a satellite dish, imported from
Thailand, to continue its broadcasting. “Internet and telephones are
important but we are used to and
prepared to work without them”,
Myint said. As the internet was cut
off, he and his colleagues used SMS
messages, CDs and DVDs to disseminate news. Myint explained that
Mizzima was the third-largest media
in the country with a daily audience
of millions of people who could not
be denied latest news.
Still, journalists need to be very
careful. For their own safety many of
Mizzima’s journalists have gone “underground”. Myint himself has moved
several times. The last time was yesterday afternoon when he changed his
location. Changing location regularly
is the best way to make sure that the
military won’t get a chance to block
us from broadcasting, Myint said.
The situation is worst for journalists reporting on the streets. To
try to avoid attacks and harassment,
reporters need to keep a low profile.
Instead of big, professional cameras,
journalists use their mobile phones
to ensure that they won’t be recognized, Myint said. Still, there have
been several reports of cases in
which journalists have been harassed while covering the protests.
Freelance journalist Ko Thurein
Kyaw was hospitalized after he was
attacked while on assignment in
Yangon. Myint’s colleagues reporting from Myanmar ’s capital,
Naypyidaw, have been followed by
the intelligence services.
Echoes of 1988

Myanmar was under military
control for decades until 2011 when
the country took small steps towards civilian rule. In the last few
years, the civilian leader and Noble
Prize-winner Suu Kyi has been the
face of a more democratic country.
Myint was 21 years old during
Myanmar’s last military coup in 1988
and remembers its effects well. He
said that, back then, just like now,
people started to protest, and everyone shared the same goal: to fight
for democracy and human rights.
Despite many similarities between 1988 and 2021, Myint said a
lot has also changed. “Even though
young people are taking part this
time as well, they are smarter than
our generation was back in 1988.
They know what to do when the
internet is down and create new
ways to communicate. They move
quickly”, Myint said, emphasizing
his trust in the younger generation’s
ability to fight for democracy. These
dynamics can be seen in other parts
of Asia too, such as in Hong Kong
and Thailand, where young people
have taken to the streets in the name
of justice and freedom. “You messed
with the wrong generation”, Myint
said with regard to the military.
Still, the situation is not easy.
The military in Myanmar is a strong
institution, Myint said. “They have
been trained to crackdown on technologies and they know exactly
where the protestors are. They monitor social media very closely and
confuse people. I am worried how
long protests will be able to go on.”.
He thinks that attacks on the media
might rise, too. So far, a few activ-

ists have been arrested and Myint
said that it is likely that reporters will
be arrested as well. “They will come
against anyone supporting the
news and spreading information.”
International support remains
crucial
Because the media’s ability to
cover the coup and its effects are
limited, Myint was happy to highlight the support his organization
has received from its audience during the coup. “We were getting calls
after calls from the public saying
they want to send us photos, videos and other information of what is
happening”, he said. Thanks to social media, that kind of participation
is something totally different when
compared to the year 1988.
Myint hopes that this time the
military takeover won’t last long.
One way to try to avoid that is to
ensure continuous communication
between the people in Myanmar and
the international community. “I wish
that the media outside the country
supports the democratic forces, the
independent media and journalists
here”, Myint said adding that all
support, whether political or moral,
is more than welcome.
The coup is also having a severe
effect on the financial sustainability
of Myanmar’s independent media,
who were already suffering under
COVID-19. Myint said that media in
Myanmar relied on the international
community and donors for their survival. “We don’t know how to pay
salaries to my fellow colleagues since
all sponsors and advertisers were
stopped from February 1.”
Courtesy: IPI.
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JFA bats for supports to scribe Kushal Lahan
IT Correspondent
Guwahati, Feb 11:
Journalists’ Forum Assam
(JFA), while appreciating
As sa me se young scribe
Kushal Lahan for his fighting spirit to launch a digital
news platform even after suffering from physical disadvantages following a serious road accident, urges the
government to extend necessary technical supports to
him.
Mentiona ble is that
Kushal, who used to work
for the city based Assamese
daily Amar Asom faced an
accident on 15 August 2017,
where he sustained injuries

to the spinal cord. After tedious medical treatments for
months, Kushal recovered
bu t he could not gain
senses in lower part of the
body.
Now stick to a wheel
chair, Kushal has not surrendered to the fate and he
launched a YouTube channel
titled ‘News Only’ in 2020 for
his intense affection to the
medium. Through the channel (www.facebook.com/
lahonjobs90) Kushal himself
presents some brief news
items generated in different
parts of the State.
Hailing from Biswanath
Chariali locality in eastern
Assam, Kushal is presently

living in Dharapur area at the
city’s outskirt with his parents and younger brother.
Graduated from Biswanath
College in 2011 with honors
in Assamese, Kushal complet ed the pos t-gr ad ua te
course in mass communication & jour na lis m fr om
Gauhati University in 2013.
Earlier to Amar Asom, he
worked for Frontier and NE
Live news channels as an anchor. Kushal earns a small
amount of money through
translation works to support
the poor family. However he
solely wants to pursue journalism as a full time career
and hence desperately need
an iMac computer with a

IT News
Moreh, Feb 11:

staff assignments in conve nt ional a s w ell as
Counter-Insurgency operations. He commanded an infantry battalion in NorthEast, RR Sector as a Brigadier and Victor Force as General Officer Commanding in
J & K.
The new C orp s Commander conveys his warm
greetingsto the people of
the Nor th Ea st and w ish
them peace, tranquillity and
p ros p erit y in t he t im es
ahead.

Lieutena nt
Gene r al
Johnson P Mathew, AVSM,
VSM took over the reins of
Spear Corps on yesterday
from Lieutenant General RP
Kalita, UYSM, AVSM, SM,
VSM.
The General is an Infantry Officer and was commissioned in the Punjab Regiment of the Indian Army in
1985. He has held several
prestigious command and

Assam Rifles dedicates
multipurpose sports complex

camera and necessary light
& sound arrangements (He
may be cont acted at m7002173029, 8486015754 and
kushal.lahan@rediffmail.com).
“May we appeal to our
honorable chief minister
Sarbananda Sonowal for extending necessary supports
to the spirited scribe so that
he can earn a dignified livelihood,” said JFA president
Rupam Barua and secretary
Nava Thakuria adding that
the people of Assam may
also subscribe Kushal’s
channel so that Kushal can
get significant hits for his
endeavor which would finally
enhance his profess ional
growth.

Lieutenant General Johnson P Mathew,
AVSM, VSM takes over spear Corps

IT News
Moreh, Feb 11:
Moreh Battalion Assam
Rifles under the aegis of IGAR
(South), developed a Multipurpose Sports Complex
(Football Ground and two Volleyball Courts) which was
handed over to the people of
C’Tegnopal in Moreh town of
Manipur in a small ceremony
organised on yesterday.
DIG, 26 Sector Assam Rifles
inaugurated the Multipurpose
Sports Complex and also gifted
sports items to the Village
Youth Club President on the
occasion. A medical camp was
also organised by Assam Rifles
for the local populace as part

Career Guidance

How can you Identify your Talent?

By: Vijay GarG
Talent is the strongest essence you have. Talent does not
need to be mature. It is god gifted.
However, it may require a little
polishing. Our talent lies in what
we do, think or sense naturally.
You do not need a school or a
coach who can develop some
talent in you. Our talent lies in
what we do in our daily life.
Sometimes, it is seen that the
talent is also passed on from
generation to generation. For
instance, the son of a singer also
has good singing potential
sometimes. We have seen that
children of many singers are also
good singers. But sometimes a
person may have a very distinct
talent from his family. A painter
may be born into a family of cricketers. A talent cannot be imitated
or embezzled. Talent is something on which we have a full
command and we are confident
that no one else can perform it
better than us. There are people
in the world who do not even
know what their talent is. These
people should identify their talent as soon as possible. If we
know what our talent is we can
reach the new heights of success.
Why is it Important to Recognize your Talent?
Every industry today asks
for talent, be it engineering and
technology, the fashion industry, the management industry, or
any other. Talent is preferred
everywhere. Companies want

more talent instead of skills. A
person can learn any new skill
but it cannot become its talent.
Talent is natural. It is very difficult for others to crush you in
your talent. Moreover, if you
make your talent your profession, no one can cease you from
being successful. It can give you
a great hike in the amount of
capital in your salary account.
Working with your talent will
give you satisfaction and joy. At
any point in time, you will not
feel that “why I am doing this?”
The same goes for the students.
The students study what their
friends are studying or what
their parent wants them to
study. If the students will study
the course related to their talents will give them a great and
successful career because their
interest will be associated with
it. Associating your talent, your
interest with your career can
give you the success which you
have always dreamt of. So it becomes very important for each
and every person to know what
their talent is.
Talent lies in things associated with our daily life. It may be
the smallest thing we do in our
day to day routine. It may be
from one of the daily chores we
do daily. We just need a careful
mind to identify our talent from
them.
Talent can be Anything
Talent can be even in the
minutest thing you do. If you
are a bathroom singer, you may
be a genuinely good singer. If
you cook innovative dishes in
the kitchen, that may be your
talent. If you teach your kids or
siblings at home, teaching may
be your talent. If you like to decorate your home, you may be
quiet talented in interior decoration. You should ask yourself
what you do daily and from in
which chores you are good at.
Remember for what all tasks you

have been praised. Think about
all those things which can be
your talent.
Talent gives you Excitement
While performing your talent, you will feel excited, joyful
and satisfied. The works which
give you excitement may be your
talent. Suppose someone asks
you to write something and you
get very excited and write a very
good poem. Then definitely your
talent lies in writing poems. If
you make this as your career,
you may become a very good,
famous and successful poet or
lyricist. Talent is always associated with excitement. If you think
that this is your talent but you
do not feel any excitement with
it or you do not think about innovation in it, then this is not
your talent.
Talent does not require External Motivation
External motivation comes
from outside. If someone else
motivates you, then it is an external motivation. If you are performing your talent, you will not
need any external motivation.
Your heart and mind will give you
an internal motivation. An idea
which strikes your mind will instantaneously put you in action.
You will neither feel that laziness
in you nor you will put that task
for later reference. A voice from
within you will tell you to work
hard on it and it will be just like
guidance to you.
Talent is not necessarily
related to the prevalent Job
Titles
Talent is also akin to experimenting. Your talent may be distinct from the rest of the world.
It is not necessary that your talent is fit for the job titles already
in existence. Your talent may
give the world a new job title.
For example, if you are the person who sees innovation in everything, who likes to beautify
everything and want to make

everything perfect you can find
someone who is seeking for the
same in his company or office
and you can help him in enhancing his workplace.
You will show your Talent
differently from Others
There is a lot of difference
between skill and talent. A person who is skilled in a field can
do only those things which he
has grasped in his training process. On the other hand, a talented person can perform innovation in the field. He may make
the field more advanced. The
work done by the talented person will be different from the
work done by a skilled one. A
talented person will have
uniqueness, confidence and
creativity in his work. The efforts
he laid on the work will be seen
in his glee after the work has
been completed.
Talent Captures your
Strengths
Your talent will consider only
your strengths and not your
weak points. If you feel that
painting is your talent but you
do not feel cozy with a specific
type of color, or a brush then
painting is not your talent as it
encompasses one of your weak
points. You may be good at it or
skilled at it but you are not naturally talented in it.
Your hidden Talent may be
known to Others
It is not necessary that if you
are not able to perceive your talent, then others will also not
know about it. Your parents are
the first who gets to know about
your talent. Even from your
childhood, and before the genesis of your schooling your parents get to know in what things
you are naturally good at. Your
teachers and friends can also
assist you in this as they know
you very well. Do not be afraid
to ask others about your talent.
You may get aunambiguous and
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a crystal clear answer.
Your Talent may lie in your
past
Take a look back at your
childhood. What were the things
you relished the most? What
were the things you did the
most? What were your dreams?
What were your interests? Your
talent may not necessarily be a
part of your adulthood. It may
have its root back in your childhood. Asking these questions
from yourself may give you your
answer. There are hobbies which
get obsolete when we grow up.
May be these dead hobbies treasures your talent?
Practice new Things
There are chances that you
may be talented in something
which you have never done.
This probability is very less but
this can surely happen. If you
feel that you cannot find your
talent in your daily life then go
back to your childhood and try
to perform the activities you
used to perform at that time. If
you are still not able to find your
talent, practice new things, the
things which you have always
dreamt for. Things which snatch
your interest may be your talent. There is no harm in trying
new things, if you will not succeed in finding your talents you
will gain some experience.
You may have more than one
Talent
You may be marvelous at
more than one thing. You may
be talented in more than one
thing. But if you say you are so
talented that you can do anything, you are lying. It is next to
impossible for one single person
to be talented in everything. But
if you feel that you are talented
in both singing and dance, you
can perform all types of dance
you can sing all kinds of songs
that can be true. You may be talented in more than one thing but
not in all.

of the program.
A cultural programme was
organised by the Village Youth
Club during the inaugration
ceremony which was attended
by the CSOs members and the
members of the Village Committee and Village Youth Club.
The Football ground and Volleyball courts were constructed by the Assam Rifles
in C’Tegnopal village in over a

month long effort in order to
promote sports culture. Volleyball matches of village teams
of boys and girls were also
organised to mark the inauguration.
Free medicines and masks
were distributed among the villagers as part of the Medical
Camp. Over 500 villagers including children were benefitted from the Medical Camp.

AR apprehends smugglers and
recovers illegal timber in Thoubal
IT News
Thoubal, Feb 11:
Thoubal Battalion Assam Rifles under the aegis of HQ IGAR
(South) recovered illegally transported Teak Wood and apprehended two smugglers from Saram village of Thoubal district of
Manipur on yesterday.
Acting on specific intelligence, regarding move of contraband along Thoubal – Hongi axis, troops of Assam Rifles established a Vehicle Check Post near Saram village and apprehended
two suspected smugglers alongwith four truck plying with 60
logs of illegally smuggled Teak Wood.
The apprehendees have been identified as Phundreimayunm
Inityas Khan, resident of Yairipok Heitroipokpi, Khoirom and
Senam Ranjit Singh, resident of Bishnunah Yairipok.
The seized timber and detained persons were handed over
to District Forest Officer, Kasom Khullen for further legal action.

Assam Rifles recover narcotics
of worth over Rs. 13 lakh
IT News
Churachandpur, Feb 11:
In the attempts to curb smuggling activities in Manipur,
troops of Assam Rifles under the aegis of IGAR (South) recovered narcotics (Opium) from Bualkot area of Churachandpur
District in Manipur.
On yesterday at 6PM, troops of Assam Rifles got specific
information regarding a hidden cache of contraband in nearby
jungle area of Bualkot. On thorough search of the area the troops
recovered 22kgs of Opium. The assessed market value of the
recovered narcotics is worth over Rs. 13 Lakh.
The recovered narcotics were handed over to the Singhat
Police Station for further investigation.

Assam Rifles recovers contraband
in Tengnoupal District
IT News
Tengnoupal, Feb 11:
Tengnoupal Battalion of Assam Rifles under the aegis of
IGAR(South), recovered contraband near Khongkhang in
Tengnoupal District of Manipur at 9PM on yesterday.
Troops of Assam Rifles during a search operation intercepted
suspicious movement on NH 102. On thorough search of the
the thick forest area near Khongkhang the troops recovered 50
cases of Brown Sugar weighing 649 grams.
The assessed market value of the recovered contraband is
worth Rs. 1.29 Crores.
The recovered contraband items have been handed over to
Tengnoupal Police Station for further investigation.

Name Change
I, the undersigned do hereby declare that I have
relinquished, renounced and abandoned the use of my old
name Mohammed Shaoukat Ali as I have assumed my new
name Mohammed Soukat Ali.
Sd/Mohammed Soukat Ali
Thoubal Moijing Wangmataba
Thoubal District
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India,China agree for disengagement in 19-year-old Tripura boy working at
North and South banks of Pangong
Absolute Barbecues in Guwahati gets
accolades for his dance moves
Lake: Rajnath Singh tells Parliament
Surajit Tripura’s viral video shared by his
idol Raghav Juyal

Agency
New Delhi, Feb 11:
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh today informed that India and China have agreed for
disengagement in the North
and South bank of Pangong
Lake in Eastern Ladakh. Giving a statement in the Rajya
Sabha, Mr. Singh assured that
the nation’s approach and
strategy for negotiations with
the Chinese side has been
guided at the highest level by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s resolve that India will
not give even an inch of its
territory. The Minister said, the
tenacity and approach of the
country during talks have
yielded results.
Highlighting the details of
the agreement, Mr. Singh informed that both sides will
cease their forward deployments in a phased, coordinated
and verified manner. He said,
the Chinese side will keep its
troop presence in the North
Bank area to east of Finger-8.
Reciprocally, the Indian troops,
he said, will be based at their
permanent base at Dhan Singh
Thapa Post near Finger-3.
The Defence Minister said,
a similar action would be taken
in the South Bank area by both
sides. He added that these are
mutual and reciprocal steps
and any structures that had
been built by both sides since
April 2020 in both North and
South Bank area will be removed and the land forms will
be restored.
Mr. Singh informed that it

By: Vikash Singh
Guwahati, Feb 11:

has also been agreed to have
a temporary moratorium on
military activities by both sides
in the North Bank, including
patrolling to the traditional areas. He said, patrolling will be
resumed only when both sides
reach an agreement in diplomatic and military talks that
would be held subsequently.
Mr. Singh said that the
implementation of the bilateral
agreement has started since
yesterday in the North and
South Bank of the Pangong
Lake. He said, the agreement
aims at substantially restoring
the situation to that existing
prior to the commencement of
the stand off last year.
Mr. Singh informed that
there are still some outstanding issues with regard to deployment and patrolling at

some other points along the
LAC in Eastern Ladakh. He
said, these will be the focus of
further discussions with the
Chinese side. The Minister
said, both sides also agreed to
achieve complete disengagement at the earliest and abide
fully by the bilateral agreements and protocols.
Mr. Singh urged the members of the Upper House to join
in paying gratitude to the
Armed Forces who have
shown grit and resolve under
extremely harsh climatic conditions of Ladakh to arrive at
the present agreement. He
said, the Nation will always remember the sacrifices made by
our brave soldiers which has
been the foundation of this disengagement at Pangong Tso
Lake.

PM says Atma Nirbhar Bharat Abhiyaan has become
medium for shaping up future of disadvantaged people
Agency
New Delhi, Feb 11:
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has said, the self-reliant
India campaign is becoming the
medium for building the future
of the poor, farmers, laborers and
middle class. Addressing BJP
MPs on the Death Anniversary
of
Pandit
Deendayal
Upadhyaya, Mr Modi said, the
transformational changes taking
place in the field of infrastructure will make lives of citizens
easier.
Prime Minister said, when
India’s stature is rising rapidly
globally, every Indian will be
proud of it. He said, the policy
for the nation is paramount in
our politics. He said, Deendayal

Upadhyaya’s ideals are still relevant and he is an inspiration
for all. Mr Modi said, BJP ideology speaks of nation first.
Prime Minister said, the entire country is aware of the idea
of Atmanirbhar Bharat. He called
upon every party unit to do 75
works each that serve the society as a tribute to 75 years of
Indian Independence. Mr Modi
asked party MPs to use Namo
App for interface with the common man. He said, in the last
few years, the government has
been able to bring changes in
the lives of people at a massive
scale by the usage of technology. India has created new
records with regard to digital
transactions. He said, due to
adoption of new technology,

the poor and needy are getting
their rightful money directly
into their bank accounts. Every
month, India is doing transactions worth over four lakh crore
rupees digitally.
Speaking on the occasion,
BJP President J. P. Nadda said
that Sabka Sath, Sabka Vikas,
Sabka Vishwas is inspired by the
vision of Antodaya given by
Pandit Deendayal Upadhyay.
He said, this vision is reflected
in Jandhan Yojana, Ayushman
Bharat Yojana, Pradhan Manti
Awas Yojana, Pradhan Mantri
Kisan
Samman
Nidhi,
Saubhagya Yojana and Ujjwala
Yojana. He said, Deendayal
Upadhyay was a combination of
rare qualities. He was a statesman, organiser and a thinker.

US freezes funds for Myanmar
govt in wake of military coup
Agency
Washington D.C., Feb 11:
The United States has announced that it is going to
freeze USD one billion in
Myanmar Government funds
held in the United States.
President Joe Biden said
that the US is announcing a
series of actions to impose consequences on the leaders of the
Myanmar coup. He announced
that he has already signed a
new executive order to sanction against the military leaders who directed the coup and
their close family members.
President Biden said that
the first round of targets will be

identified this week. He said
that strong export controls will
be imposed but the support for
health care, civil society groups
and other areas benefiting
people will be continued. He
called upon the military to immediately release the political
leaders and activists, relinquish
power and respect the will of
the people.
The military government in
Myanmar has stepped up actions against leaders of the
Aung San Suu Kyi-led National
League for Democracy (NLD).
A close aide to the ousted State
Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi,
Kyaw Tint Swe was arrested by
the Army yesterday. He had

served as the Minister for the
Office of the State Counsellor
Aung San Suu Kyi, reports
Reuters. An official of the NLD
has said that four other people
linked to the previous government were also picked up from
their homes last night.
Meanwhile, protests continued for the sixth consecutive
day today as workers came out
on the streets of Naypyitaw in
support of the Civil Disobedience Movement against the
Myanmar military government.
At some places Bank employees and ethnic groups are also
reported to have come out protesting against the military government.

Defence Minister said,
over the last one year, India
maintained diplomatic and military engagement with the Chinese side where military and
diplomatic officials of both
sides met several times to work
out a mutually acceptable solution for disengagement. He
said, there have been nine
rounds of meetings of the Senior Commanders of both
sides till date.
The Minister said, in these
discussions, India’s approach
was determined by the three
key principles which included
that both sides should strictly
respect and observe the LAC,
no attempt to alter the status
quo unilaterally and strictly
following the agreements and
understandings between the
two sides.

AR conducts
motivational lecture
and weapon display
at Chandel
IT News
Chandel, Feb 11:
Chandel Battalion Assam
Rifles under the aegis of IGAR
(South) organised a weapon display and motivational lecture
under the theme of ‘Know Your
Armed Forces’ at Machi village
in Chandel district of Manipur on
yesterday.
The aim of the event was to
motivate the youth to join the
defence forces. The weapon display was organised to familiarise
the young minds with the Army
and Assam Rifles. Over 300 students and youth from nearby villages attended the event and enriched their knowledge about the
Defence Forces.
Various eligibility criteria,
types of entry schemes, pay and
emoluments, training and various
careers opportunities available in
the Indian Armed Forces were
promulgated to the students.

AR provided Sewing
machine and essential
commodities

Nineteen-year-old Surajit
Tripura, who works as a guest
service associate at Absolute
Barbecues (AB’s) in Guwahati,
is talk of the town for his eyecatching dance moves. A video
showcasing Surajit’s dance
moves in front of guests at Absolute Barbecues, has since
gone viral.
Surajit, who belongs to
Tripura, and has been working
in Guwahati since some time idolizes popular dancer Raghav
Juyal who now has shared
Surajit’s video on Instagram.
Expressing his joy on becoming the latest internet sensation, Surajit said: “I feel overwhelmed the way guests and
staff at AB’s treat me. It is not
less than a dream to see guests
talking so nicely to me, ask me
to dance with them and even
take selfies with me.”
“I never thought I would
ever get recognition from my idol
Raghav Juyal, but when he
shared my video on his
Instagram status, that moment
made my day. This gesture has
encouraged me even more to
take my passion seriously so that

one day I share the same stage
with Raghav sir,” Surajit added.
A dance aspirant, Surajit
comes from Saboom in Tripura
where he completed his higher
secondary from Brajendra Nagar
Higher Secondary School. Dance
videos on YouTube attracted him
from childhood, from where he
started to dance and following
Raghav Juyal’s dance moves. He
joined Absolute Barbecues restaurant in Guwahati for livelihood
where his talent was observed
by the management and encouraged to pursue his passion.
“When we came to know
about Surajit’s dancing talent,
we encouraged him to dance

during staff parties and also in
front of the guests at the restaurant. Soon his dance become so
popular that guests visited our
restaurant just to see his dance.
One of them made a video when
Surajit was dancing which now
has gone viral,” said Utpal Das,
Cluster Manger at AB’s.
Surajit has always loved to
dance and he hopes to become
a professional dancer one day.
Catching the eyeballs, Surajit is
now getting a lot of requests to
participate in dance reality
shows and management at AB’s
are keeping a track of all the opportunities so that he gets a bigger stage.

Gadkari calls for unified efforts
to develop indigenous fuel cells
for electric vehicles
PIB
New Delhi, Feb 11:
Union Minister for Road
Transport, Highways and
MSMEs Nitin Gadkari has called
for adopting an integrated approach for developing indigenous fuel cells in the field of electric vehicles. He said, India today stands at the cusp of becoming a world leader in this field.
The Minister urged scientists,
academia and industry to harness
hydrogen-based energy, it being
a cost effective and easily available mode in the country. He indicated towards the lowering
costs of solar power in India,
which can help energise other
modes of fuels.
Chairing a meeting of govt
agencies and representatives
from research institutions here
last evening, he informed that
with nearly 81 per cent of Li-ion
battery components available
locally, India stands a very good
chance for value addition at lower
costs, and resultant employment
generation at large scales. Reacting to the presentations made for

different technologies including
Li-ion, metal-ion, Sodium Sulphur, Hydrogen, Iron Sulphur,
Polymer Electrolyte Membrane
Cell System, ZincGel, etc, Shri
Gadkari said, economic viability
is the basis of any successful
technology.
The Minister said, there is
vast scope in the area of Lithiumion battery too despite countries
like China dominating in the sector. He said, India’s mining entities could look for acquiring component assets globally and grab
the opportunity as there is still
49 per cent scope in this field.
Shri Gadkari indicated towards
the growing pace of automobile
industry which has a turnover of
Rs 4.5 lakh crore at present, and
is set to reach Rs 10 lakh crore
very soon. He also said that initially one crore vehicles will go
for scrapping under the new vehicle scrapping policy, which will
result in availability of cheaper
aluminium, copper, rubber, steel
and other products. He said,
these will have the potential to
reduce the price of battery components.

The Minister suggested to
take ahead the suggestions
brought forth in the meeting by
integrating industry experience in
the field. He assured the participants of his complete commitment in adopting best technologies. He said, next generation
batteries will not only minimise
vehicular pollution in India but
make India a global supplier of
EVs.
NITIAyog CEO ShriAmitabh
Kant stressed upon concentrating on lithium-ion alternative batteries and supported the idea of
mining companies exploring opportunities abroad for acquiring
assets in this regard. He said,
NITI Ayog has collaborated with
four IITs including Guwahati and
Delhi for research in aluminiumion batteries.
The meeting was attended
by MoS-RTH Gen (Retd) Dr VK
Singh, Prime Minister’s Principal
Scientific Advisor Shri K Vijay
Raghavan, Niti Aayog CEO Shri
Amitabh Kant, Secretary RTH
Shri Giridhar Aramane and senior
representatives from DRDO,
ISRO, CSIR and IITs.

Shaphee Lanphee Crafts
Exhibition

IT News
Churachandpur, Feb 11:
In continuation to its commitment to social upliftment of
local populace, the Assam
Rifles troops in conjunction
with District Legal Service Authority (DLSA) organised a
Women
Empowerment
Programme at New Sielmat Village in Churachandpur district
of Manipur on yesterday.
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