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Will look into the demand for inclusion of NE Region has received adequate funds
Meetei/Meitei in Schedule Tribe list: CM from the Centre to fight the COVID-19
Pandemic effectively: Dr. Jitendra Singh

IT News
Imphal, Feb 10:

On the sixth day of the
ongoing 12th session of the
11th Manipur Legislative Assembly today, Chief Minister
N. Biren Singh has assured the
House that Government will
look into the demand for inclusion of Meetei/Meitei in the
Schedule Tribe list. Replying
to a query and supplementary
raised by K. Meghachandra,
MLA during Question Hour
today, Chief Minister said, it
is a little tricky issue as there
has been difference in opinion
amongst the people in this regard.
Biren Singh further said
that maintaining peaceful coexistence among the different
communities in the State is
equally important with the protection of any community. He
said, although there has been
a need to protect the Meetei/
Meitei community, there is
also the need to take some
more time to look into various
aspects of its inclusion in the
Schedule Tribe list. There
have been informal communications with the Central leaders in this regard, the Chief
Minister added.
Chief Minister (in-charge
Horticulture) while replying to
another question raised by

Surjakumar Okram, MLA said,
there is plan to make the State
self-sufficient in fruits and
vegetables as a part of the
Mission “Vocal for Local”. He
said, under the Centrally Sponsored Scheme (CSS), Mission
for Integrated Development of
Horticulture (MIDH), the coverage area for vegetables has
increased to 2970 hectres in
2020-2021 from 1412 hectres in
2019-20. A specific scheme on
value chain marketing of quality local products through
brand building initiatives has
been proposed under State
Plan. Biren added that a task
force to ensure self-sufficiency of potato, pea, onion,
garlic and mustard has been
constituted and activities
have been taken up.
Biren Singh while replying
to a question and supplementary raised by AK. Mirabai
Devi, MLA said that a total of
659 Health Workers including
86 Medical Officers, 309 Staff
Nurse and 264 Multi-Tasking
Staff were recruited on contractual basis to assist regular
staffs deputed to COVID Care
Centres, Quarantine Centres
and Testing Centres. Chief
Minister said initially they
were engaged for only three
months but as per requirement
their period of engagement
was extended to another three

months. He said as of now the
situation has been improved
considerably with the decrease in the rate of infection.
With the improvement of recovery rate, facility for home
isolation has also been introduced and various COVID
Care Centres have also been
closed. Country-wide COVID
vaccination drive has also
been taken up. In view of the
situation and due to fund constrain, government cannot afford further engagement of the
health workers, he added.
Labour & Employment
Minister Th. Satyabrata has
informed the House that a total of 15,945 migrant workers
have returned from other
states during the lockdown
period. He was replying to a
question raised by Surjakumar
Okram, MLA. The Minister
said, 14 categories have been
identified to treat the returnees as migrant workers. Although no specific scheme or
programme meant for them has
been introduced, the government will assist them through
programmes like Start-Up and
Stand Up.
ZERO HOUR
During Zero Hour, K.
Meghachandra Singh, MLA
drew the attention of the
House by raising the issue of
non-issuance of Economically

Weaker Section Certificate to
the poor people in the state
even though it has been implemented in other parts of the
Country. He said the Act has
been passed in the Parliament
in the year 2019 but till now
the needy section of the society cannot avail the benefits
of the 10 per cent reservation
in admission to various central educational institutions.
Instead of getting the benefits
by the students of the state,
students from outside the
state with EWS Certificate are
enjoying the benefits in Central Educational Institutions in
the State such Manipur University, RIMS, CAU etc. He
also urged the government to
take up necessary steps as
early as possible.
Later, Dr. Chaltonlien
Amo, Chairman of the Committee on Public Accounts,
Manipur Legislative Assembly presented the FiftyFourth Report of the Comptroller and Auditor General of
India for the year ended 31
March, 2018 & Pending Paras
Taken up on the Report of the
Comptroller and Auditor General of India for the year ended
31 March, 2017 and FiftyThird Report on the Report of
the Excess Over Voted Grants
and Charged Appropriations
(2017-2018).

PIB
New Delhi, Feb 10:
Union Minister of State
(Independent Charge) Development of North Eastern Region (DoNER), MoS PMO,
Personnel, Public Grievances,
Pensions, Atomic Energy
and Space, Dr. Jitendra Singh
said that adequate funds were
made available to the NE region to fight COVID-19. In a
written reply to a question in
the Lok Sabha today,
DrJitendra Singh informed
that Ministry of Health &
Family Welfare released
Rs.111.34 crore to the North
Eastern (NE) Statesduring
2019-20, which includes
Rs.72.53 crore for Assam under National Health Mission

IT News
Imphal, Feb 10:
Petroleum Conservation
Research Association under
the Ministry of Petroleum and
Natural Gas, Government of

IT News
Imphal, Feb 10:

Subsidy given up
on LPG cylinders
PIB
New Delhi, Feb 10:
Oil Marketing Companies
(OMCs) have reported that as on
01.02.2021, 1.08 crore LPG consumers have given up their subsidy.
The prices of petroleum products including LPG in the country
are linked to the prices of respective products in the international
market. However, the Government
continues to modulate the effective price to consumer for
Subsidised Domestic LPG and the
consumers get the products at
subsidised rate. The subsidy on
Subsidised Domestic LPG increase/decrease with the increase/
decrease in the product price in
international market and decision
of Government on subsidy.
This information was given
by the Union Minister for Petroleum and Natural Gas Shri
Dharmendra Pradhan in a written
reply in the Rajya Sabha today.

IT Correspondent
Jiribam, Feb. 10:

innocent he has been released.
The spokesperson of the Zou
Women Conference said that
Lutkhseo Zou is their leader and
the kind of harassment given by
some civil society organizations
to appeal to higher court
against the released is humiliation to both the Zou Community as well as the Law Court.

“We denounced the CSOs
and some political parties which
are giving pressure for appeal
to higher court against the release of Lutkhosei Zou, the
spokesperson said.
He further added that any
more harassment of such type
to their leader Lutkhosei Zou
will not be tolerated.

Along with the rest of the
State, the Covid-19 vaccination drive for the health workers has begun on Tuesday at
Jiribam 50-bedded hospital at
Ningsingkhul, Jiribam.
S. Sanjeev Singh, Pharmacist was the person who had
received the first shot of vaccine.
The vaccination drive was
administrated by Deputy
Commissioner, Jiribam W.
Malemnganba Chenglei along
with Addl. S.P (L/O) H. Basulal

Singh and Chief Medical Officer Dr. E. Okendro Singh.
Speaking with the media
persons, Dr. E. Okendro Singh
reported today on the first
phase of vaccination around 70
health workers including ASHA
workers, Anganwadi workers
and Supervisors have received
the shots of vaccination.
He added, till now there is
no any an adverse effect or reactions of vaccination to the
beneficiaries. He also said the
vaccination would be helpful
to protect the people of Jiribam
from the Corona Virus in future.

SC notice to Centre on plea seeking
implementation of new farm laws
IT Correspondent
New Delhi:
The Supreme Court has
sought response from the
Union Government on a petition by a firm seeking implementation of the controversial
new farm laws and its inclusion as a member in the committee formed by the top court
to resolve impasse between
the government and farmers
protesting against the legislations.
A bench of Chief Justice S
A Bobde and Justices A S
Bopanna
and
V
Ramasubramanian issued notices to the Ministry of Law

and Justice and Ministry of
Agriculture while tagging the
plea with similar petitions, on
Tuesday.
The apex court was hearing a plea filed by an Aligarhbased company seeking immediate direction to the Central government and Uttar
Pradesh government to implement the three laws — the
Farmers’ (Empowerment and
Protection) Agreement on
Price Assurance and Farm
Services Act, the Farmers’
Produce Trade and Commerce
(Promotion and Facilitation)
Act, and the Essential Commodities (Amendment) Act.
The plea filed by Ramway

Foods Limited and others
stated that the petitioners
cannot be made to suffer
contrary to the favourable
legislation which is enacted
with the aim and object for
the increasing the yield and
remunerative price framework. There are about 2000
Roller flour mills throughout
India, which are producing
Atta, Maida, Suji and Bran at
large scale. These mills are
the major cons umers of
wheat used as raw material.
The Supreme Court on
January 12 had stayed the
implementation of controversial new farm laws till further
orders and decided to set up

Rs.77.33 crore have been released by the Ministry to the
State Governments.
Further, during 2020-21
North Eastern Council (NEC)
sanctioned Rs.25.29 crore to
help eightstates of North
EasternRegion (NER) for
fighting
COVID-19
pandemic.NEC also sanctioned a sum of Rs.24.96 crore
toward livelihood generation
for returned migrant workers
of NER due to the
pandemic.Projects sanctioned
for strengthening health infrastructure of NE States for
fighting pandemic COVID-19
are at various stages of implementation. The utilization certificates against the funds released by the Ministry of
DoNERare not yet due.

Governor Najma Heptulla appeals for
minimum use of petroleum products

Zou Women Conference stage protest COVID-19 Vaccination for
against harassment given to Lutkhoshei Health Workers begins in
Jiribam District

Zou Women Conference
today staged sit-in-protest at
Churachandpur Light House
road against disrespect of the
court order that acquitted
Lutkhosi Zou who had been
arrested in connection with
multi crore drug haul case.
A protestor said that
Lutkhosei Zou was arrested and
detained for nearly 2 and half
years but after Court found him

towards management and
containment of COVID-19
pandemic. Further, during F.Y.
2020-21, Rs.265.96 crore was
released to the NE States,
which includes Rs.180.04
crore for Assam under the India COVID-19 Emergency Response and Health System
Preparedness Package.
In addition, Ministry of
Development of North Eastern
Region under North East Special Infrastructure Development Scheme (NESIDS) has
sanctioned five projects worth
Rs.193.32 crore in the States
of Arunachal Pradesh, Assam,
Meghalaya, Mizoram and
Nagaland for strengthening
health infrastructure to contain pandemic COVID19.Against these projects,

a 4-member committee to resolve the impasse over them
between the Centre and farmers’ unions p rotesting at
Delhi borders.
“Since the Petitioners are
major stakeholders of the
farm produce they are entitled to have a member in the
Committee Constituted by
this Court vide interim and
other connected matters, so
that the grievances/ hardships of the Petitioners who
are supporting the impugned
laws may be duly considered/address ed upon and
hearing before the Committee submits any report,” the
petition said.

India in collaboration with the
State Level Co-ordinators’ Oil
Industry is organizing “Oil &
Gas Conservation Awareness
Drive (Saksham-2021)” from
January 16 to February 15,
2021.
Governor of Manipur Dr.
Najma Heptula in her message while wishing the awareness week a grand success
said that with development,
the consumption of petroleum products is increasing
rapidly, while the reserves are
static. More consumption
also has an impact on the environment due to emission of
harmful particles in the atmosphere.
She said, “As all of us
know, India has limited availability and production capacity of petroleum products.
While India’s production capacity of Crude Oil is less, the
demand is very high and,
therefore, shortfall of several
metric tons have to be imported. The import of petroleum products has a direct impact on our economy.
“As we all are well aware
that conservation of petroleum products has assumed

significance, as human beings cannot do away with it
at the present technology
level. This is especially more
so for countries like ours
which depend on imports.
Thus the need of the hour is
to conserve petroleum products to the maximum extent,
by way of optimum use, use
of alternate sources of fuel
and by putting into practice
every possible fuel saving
methods, be it in transport of
domestic or other sectors.
“Oil & Gas Conservation
means their better and more
efficient use with regard to
economic, social and environmental costs, resulting in
higher efficiency, minimization
of wasteful practices and protection of the environment.
“There is tremendous
scope for fuel conservation
and energy efficiency in India, be it in the transport, industry, domestic, agriculture
or commercial sectors by
merely getting rid of wasteful
practices. It has been proved
that by conscious driving and
proper maintenance of a car,
the fuel expenses can be reduced by about 20%.”

One day workshop on Traditional
Medicinal Plant held
IT News
Imphal, Feb 10:
A one day workshop on “Exploring the Traditional Medicinal Practices of Manipur” was
held today at the auditorium of
Institute of Bio-resources and
Sustainable Development, at
Takyelpat here in Imphal in association with Apunba Manipur
Maiba Maidi Phurup.
The inaugural function was
ttended by Prof. Pulok K.
Mukherjee, Director IBSD,
Imphal, Dr. JLN Sastry , CEO National Medicinal Plant Board ,
Dr. A Guneshwar Sharma , Director Ayush Manipur , Kedar
Arvind Kulkarni, Organising
ecretary Kalyan Ashram

Manipur among others.
In the technical session,
various resource persons including scientists from outside
the state delivered in-depth
knowledge of the medicinal
plants being used by traditional
healers of the state. Dr. Subash
C. Mandal , Asst. Director, Directorate of Drugs, West Bengal, Dr. Prakash R. Itankar Asst.
Professor, RTM Nagpur University, Dr. L. Sathiyarayanam, Associate Professor, Poona College of Pharmacy and N.
Tombiraj, Preident, AMMMP,
Manipur State Traditional
Healer Association, Imphal
spoke on the prospect of traditional medicinal plants that are
still use for curing diseases.
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Sustainable Agriculture: Key to Food Security & Nutrition
By:Sanjenbam Jugeshwor Singh, Sr.Faculty,JCRE Global College, Babupara

‘Ponzi scheme like activities
don’t exist in Manipur’

Are you fooling the people
of Manipur Mr. FM?
Finance Minister Y. Joykumar’s short cut answer to a very heated
issue in connection with the ‘Ponzi Scheme’ asked by Congress MLA K.
Meghachandra, during question hour yesterday is a direct indication of
the government’s attitude to sideline the implementation of unregulated
deposit schemes by various non-banking sectors in the state.
As per the reply to the question by Congress MLA K. Meghacandra,
the Finance Minister –in-charge had stated that the present Government
has not detected the presence of activities of Ponzi Scheme in the state.
He however, added about private bodies regulating unregulated deposit
scheme by some non banking sectors in the state.
Today, almost all people know the meaning of the Ponzi scheme and
its modus operandi. The nomenclature Ponzi is known after Charle Ponzi
of the United States who duped investors in the 1920s with a postage
stamp speculation scheme. Though Ponzi scheme is not officially explained or adopted in Indian system everyone knows about it and it has
now become a short name of money earned through fraudulent and
mischievous activities.
US Security Exchange Commission had stated that a common type of
scam involving unregulated deposits is the Ponzi scheme, a type of
investment fraud wherein one party promises high returns on an investment with little to no risk.
While replying in connection with the question raised by Congress
MLA Meghachandra, FM in Charge straight away stated that he would
have said yes if the question is about any existence of unregulated
deposit scheme run by aprivate body.
It is worth mentioning that the Finance Minister-in-Charge should
do somehome-work. It was on July 29, 2019, that the Rajya Sabha passed
‘The Banning of Unregulated Deposit Schemes Bill, 2019’ after the Lok
Sabha passed it five days previously.
The main purpose of the bill is to protect investors from fraudulent
investment schemes, such as Ponzi schemes.
So, if the FM stated that the Government has information about
unregulated deposit scheme going on in the state, how could he answer
that the government has no knowledge of Ponzi scheme operating in the
state.
A Ponzi scheme is an investment fraud that pays existing investors
with funds collected from new investors. Ponzi scheme organizers often
promise to invest your money and generate high returns with little or no
risk. But in most Ponzi schemes, the fraudsters do not invest the money.
Instead, they use it to pay those who invested earlier and may keep
some for themselves.
With little or no legitimate earnings, Ponzi schemes require a constant flow of new money to survive. When it becomes hard to recruit
new investors, or when large numbers of existing investor’s cashlay off,
these schemes tend to collapse.
The state of Manipur had witness many such unregulated banking
schemes. Earlier it was the Visharav, then come the TVI and then Forex,
etc. and so on. Now at present some private banks in the non-banking
sector are still carrying onponzi like schemes.
Let us forget about the issue of the 20 thousand plus so called depositor at Salai Holdings (Finance section). The Government should
start taking up sue motto case and start investigating ofall alike the socalled companies which are collecting money from individuals on promise of huge interest per month.
A reply to sideline the issue will only create chaos to the people of
the state.

Bioremediation: Future
Alternative or Discardable?
By: Sauro Dasgupta, UG 3, Department of International Relations,
Jadavpur University, Kolkata
Bioremediation has been an important approach to remove environmental
pollutants. It is the utilization of microorganisms to degrade these pollutants.
This process is very useful and cost effective and can degrade a wide
range of pollutants including petroleum hydrocarbons and Polychlorinated
hydrocarbons (PCHs) and can transform toxic heavy metals to less toxic states,
such as enzymatic conversion of toxic hexavalent chromium to less toxic trivalent forms.
Soils or ground water contaminated with PCBs (Polychlorinated biphenyls) or TCE (Trichloroethylene) can be treated in bioreactor by using a
pure microbial culture or a mixed culture.
A fertilizer or suitable sources of nitrogen, carbon and phosphorus are
added to the bioreactor before digestion at a suitable temperature. The
PCBs are first degraded under anaerobic conditions and then less chlorinated PCB products are degraded aerobically in a separate fermenter.
Recently recombinant Rhodococcus and Burkholderia species that can degrade PCBs have been developed in the laboratories. Recombinant Pseudomonas can detoxify heavy metals, carbon tetrachloride and naphthalene.
Although bioremediation is a suggested method of choice for this broad
applicability and low cost, yet this is not the sole answer to the enormous
problems associated with environmental pollution. In the near future more
environment friendly and cost efficient technologies are in the absolute
need of development for handling the environmental crises across the globe
in such an accelerated pace.
(contd. on page 3)
Letters, Feedback and Suggestions to ‘Imphal Times’
can be sent to our e-mail : imphaltimes@gmail.com. For advertisement
kindy contact: - 0385-3590330 (O). For time being readers can reach
the office at Cell Phone No. 9862860745 for any purpose.

Hunger has been increasing in
the world since 2014. According to
the most recent State of Food Security and Nutrition in the
World(SOFI) report, published
jointly by FAO, WFT, IFAD, UNICEF
and the WHO, around 690 million
people(8.9 % of the World’s populations) were chronically undernourished in 2019; 12 million more than in
2018 and 60 million more than in 2014.
Africa is the region with the highest
prevalence of undernourishment with
18.8% of the population affected in
2019 (39.6 million people). Meanwhile
Asia, at 378.7 million in the region
with the most undernourishment
people. In2020, the consequences of
the desert locust crisis in eastern Africa and the Covid-19 global pandemic will further worsen these figures. Depending on the scenario, the
pandemic’s long-term effects could
force 83 to 132 million people in to
hunger in 2020-2021. As the world
population continue to grow, much
more effort and innovation will be
urgently needed in order to
sustainably increase agricultural production, improve the global supply
chain, decrease food losses and
waste and ensure that all who are
suffering from hunger and malnutrition have accesses to nutritious food.
Many in the international community
believe that it is possible to eradicate
hunger within the next generation and
are working together to achieve this
goal. World leaders at the 2012 Conference on Sustainable Development
(Rio+20) reaffirmed the right of everyone to have accesses to safe and
nutritious food, consistent with the
right to adequate food and fundamen-

tal right of everyone to be free from
hunger. The UN Secretary General’s
zero –Hunger challenge launched at
Rio+20 called on government, Civil
Society, faith communities, the private sectors and research institutions
to unite to end hunger and eliminate
the worst forms of malnutrition.
The zero hunger challenge
has since generated widespread
support from many member states
and other entities. It calls for: zero
stunted children under the age of
two; 100% accesses to adequate
food all year round; all food systems
are sustainable ; 100% increase in
smallholders productivity and income; zero loss or waste of food.
The sustainable Development Goal
to “End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition and promote sustainable agriculture”
(SDG2), recognizes inter linkages
among supporting sustainable agriculture, empowering small farmers,
promoting gender equality, ending
rural poverty, ensuring healthy
lifestyle, tackling climate change and
other issues addressed within the
set of 17 Sustainable Development
Goals in the post-2015 Development
agenda. Beyond adequate calories
intake, proper nutrition has other
dimensions that deserve attention,
including micronutrient availability
and healthy diets. Inadequate micronutrient intake of mothers and infants can have long-term development impacts. Unhealthy diet and
lifestyle are closely linked to the
growing incidence of non-communicable diseases in both developed
and developing countries. Adequate nutrition during the critical

1,000 days from beginning of pregnancy through a child’s second
birthday merits a particular focus.
The Scaling-Up-Nutrition(SUN)
Movement has made great progress
since its creation five years ago in
incorporating strategies that link
nutrition to agriculture, clean water,
sanitation, education, employment,
social protection, health care and
support for resilience.
Extreme poverty and hunger
are
predominantly
rural,
withsmallholders’ farmers and their
families making up a very significant
proportion of the poor and hungry.
Thus eradicating poverty and hunger are integrally linked to boosting
food production, agriculture productivity and rural incomes. Agriculture system worldwide must become
more productive and less wasteful.
Sustainable agricultural practices
and food systems, including both
production and consumption, must
be persuading from a holistic and
integrated perspective. Land,
healthy soil, water and plant genetic
resources are key inputs into food
production and their growing scarcity in many parts of the World
makes it imperative to use and manage them sustainably. Boosting
yields on existing agricultural lands
including restoration of degraded
lands, through sustainable agricultural practices would also relieve the
pressure to clear forest for agricultural production. Wise management
of scarce water through improved
irrigation and storage technologies,
combined with development of new
draught-resistant crop varieties can
contribute to sustaining dry lands

productivity. Halting and reversing
land degradation will also be critical
to meeting future food needs. The
Rio+20 outcome documents call for
achieving a land-degraded –neutral
world in the context of sustainable
development. Given the current extend of land degradation globally; the
potential benefits from land restoration for food security and for mitigating climate change are enormous.
However, there is also recognition
that scientific understanding of the
drivers of desertification, land degradation and draught is still evolving.
There are many elements of
traditional farmer knowledge that
enriched by the latest scientific
knowledge can support productive
food system through sound and
sustainable soil, land, water, nutrient and pest management and the
more extensive use of organic fertilizers. An increase in integrated decision-making process at national
and regional levels are needed to
achieve synergies and adequately
address trade-offs among agriculture, water, energy, land and climate
changes in temperature, precipitation and pests associated with climate change, the global community
is called upon to increase investment
in research, development and demonstration of technologies to improve the sustainability of food systems everywhere. Building resilience
local food system will be critical to
averting large-scale future shortages and to ensuring food security
and good nutrition for all.
Writer can be reached
to:sjugeshwor7@gmail.com

Churachandpur Profile
By: Sominthang Doungel
Churachandpur is a famous district of Manipur. It is situated within
the eastern hilly regions of Manipur
60 kilometres south from the Capital
Imphal. It covers 4570 square
kilometres and lies in 93.15 degree
East and 94.0 degree East Longitude,
24.0 degree East and 24.3 degree
north Latitude.It is on an elevation
of 914.4 metres with beautiful landscape and salubrious climate. The
district is bounded by Sadar Hills in
the North, Myanmar in the south,
Chandel and Bishnupur in the East
and Assam and Mizoram in the west.
The climate of Churachandpur is
at best in the month of October to
March. It is extremely cold in the
month of December and January. The
District attracts huge rainfall from
April to September.
Before the coming of the British,
Churachandpur was inhabited by different tribes who were collectively
known as Kukis.
During those days the present
town which is the greatest valley in
Churachandpur district was known as
L. Haokip reserved areas. Haokip reserved areas extended till Paldai lui near
Singngat in the south. It is bounded
by Koite river in the north, Khuga river
in the east and Tuila river in the west.
This valley part of L. Haokip reserved areas was infested with mosquitoes and people felt safer to reside in the hilly side which came to
be known as Songpi village. It is
rather abtruse to locate the exact date
of the establishment of Songpi. However, taking into account events of
the boundary dispute, Songpi had
with Singngat it is believed to be as
old as Singngat village which was
established in 1800 AD.
Songpi, the biggest village during those days was made one of the
three Sub- divisional Headquarters
and BC Gesper ( ICS) was posted as
the first SDO of Songpi Sub-division.
During those days there was not
a single Village in the Present
Churachandpur town. However, in
the surrounding areas some villages
like Khopibung, Gelmol , Teising ,

Bijang and Songpi were already there.
. Thus, the entire area of the present
churachandpur town was under the
authority of Songpi Chief.
With the return of some natives
who joined the Allied British Force
as Labour corps in France during the
First World War, BC Gesper, the Subdivisional Officer of Songpi organized
a grand feast to welcome them.
Maharaj Churachand Singh was
also invited to attend the feast as
Guest of Honour. To venerate the
visit of Maharaja Churachand Singh,
the Songpi sub-division was renamed as Churachandpur sub-division.
In 1993, Churachandpur sub-division was further divided into two
circles namely - Churachandpur and
Thanlon. At the end of the Second
World War in 1945, the two circle offices were placed under one sub-divisional
unit
known
as
Churachandpur sub-division.
As the Christian Missionaries (
NEIG Mission) set up their HQ at
Songpi village it came to be known
as Mission Compound or Old
Churachandpur, which remains relevant till today.
The district came under Japanese
aerial attack during II World War.
It was a battle ground between
the INA supported Japanese Army
and the British Army.
The Songpi sub-division being
already occupied by the Missionaries, a new administrative office was
established at Hill Town. On 21st
January, 1972 Manipur was confered
the status of a full - fledged state
under the Indian Union. The following year, three more Legislative Assembly Constituencies were carved
out in Churachandpur namely :
Henglep, Tipaimukh and Singngat.
Churachandpur district now has
6 Assembly constituencies and
hence 6 members of Legislataive Assembly.
In 1961, Churachandpur town
was notified as a small Tribal Community which was upgraded to a
municipality in 1978.
Ten years later the Municipality

status was abolished as it could not
have the privilege of Rural Development funds.
The district is divided into five
Revenue Sub- Division namely - i)
Churachandpur Sub- division,
ii)Singngat Sub- Division, iii)
Thanlon Sub- Division, iv) Tipaimukh
Sub- Division and v) Henglep SubDivision.
Revenue sub-divisions are contiguous with the Tribal Development
Blocks except for Churachandpur
sub-division where there are two
blocks namely : - Churachandpur and
Samulamlan Block. The Sub-divisional officer also act as a Block Development Officer.
In 1980, the Border Road Task
Force ( BRTF) constructed
Tipaimukh and Guite stretched of
road upto the boundaries of Mizoram.
The district is now well connected
by roads.
Almost the entire district is affected
with shifting cultivation practices resulting in creation of ecological disturbances. Shifting cultivation involved
the slash-and-burn of felled trees and
a thick smog and huge eclipse the sun
when jhum areas are burnt during the
month of April and May.
The earlier 15-20 years cycle of
shifting cultivation on particular land
has reduced to 2 - 3 years now. This
has resulted in large scale deforestation, soil and nutrient loss, and
invassion by weeds and other spices.
Attemps have been made to provide
other alternatives of livelihood to the
local population by the Govt. agencies and NGOs.
Apart from large number of timber species, there are innumeral varieties and kinds of orchids, medicinal
plants, ferns, bamboos, canes, wild
relative of large number of our cultivated plants and even plants of biological curiosities. The forest division
of Churachandpur is gently hilly in
the southern part.
The general appearance of the
hill ranges is that of irregular ridges,
occasionally rising into conical peaks
and flattened ridges of bare rocks.
Varieties of flowers and trees and

different animals like bear, deers, wild
hog, reindeers and many more different species of animals and birds are
found.
Rivers like barrack river, Tuijang,
Tuipi, Mongkai, Leimatak are the important rivers of the districts.
Among the rivers from the south,
Tuitha river flows in the eastern heart
of the Churachandpur town.
Churachandpur is currently inhabited by different tribes of Kukis.
Languages
spoken
in
Churachandpur district includes :
Thadou Kuki language
Paite-kuki language
Hmar-kuki language
Vaiphei-kuki language
Gangte-kuki language
Zou-kuki language
Simte-kuki language
Kom-kuki language
Aimol-kuki language
Chin-kuki language
These different tribes have a
common customs and cultures and
comfortably communicate by using
their own dialects. This shows that
they are ethnically one group.
Churachandpur has a modern
outlook and cosmopolitan culture is
visible everywhere. In the beginning
of the 20th century, Christianity
spread in the district which has a
great bearing on the life of the Kukis
in Churachandpur district.
People from other states like Bihar,
Assam and Uttar Pradesh also migrated to start their own business.
Most of the grocery stores and other
small business are owned by these
group of people.
Among the hill districts of
Manipur, Churachandpur is the most
rapidly developing district headquarters. The lingua-franca in this district
is each own dialect. All societies are
patriarchal and the system of hereditary chiefship is prevalent. Their
cheiftainship passes by the right of
birth. The women group also plays a
very pivotal role in agriculture and
animal husbandary. There are few entrepreneurs since they traditionally
ran after government jobs only.
(contd. on page 3)
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AR recovers smuggled narcotics and contraband
of worth over Rs. 1 crore at Tengnoupal

Man accused under UAPA nabbed
from Maharashtra by Punjab police

IT News
Tengnoupal, Feb 10:

IT Correspondent
Mumbai, Feb 10:

Tengnoupal
Battalion
Assam Rifles under the aegis of
IGAR (South) recovered
smuggled contraband from Loisi
village in Tengnoupal district of
Manipur on yesterday.
Acting of specific intelligence,
the troops launched a search operation near Loisi Village in
Tengnoupal district. On thorough
inspection of the area the search
team found 51 abandoned packages of textile products illegally
smuggled from Myanmar.
On further inspection of the
packages, 250 gms of Brown
Sugar packed in 20 soap cases
was also recovered .
The recovered contraband
included 38 packages of garments, four packages of shoes,
63 mannequins and 250 grams
of Brown Sugar.
The assessed market value
of the recovered narcotics and
contraband was worth over Rs.
1 Crore.
The recovered narcotics
and contraband were handed
over to the Customs and Police
Department for further investi-

A man accused in a case of
unlawful activities was arrested from Nanded in
Marathwada region of
Maharashtra on Sunday by
Punjab police with the help of
their local counterparts, an official said on Tuesday.
The accused, identified as
Gurpinder Singh Bagi (aged
around 40), a native of
Punjab’s Muktsar district, was
accused under provisions of
the stringent Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA),
the Nanded police official said.
Two months back an offence was registered against
four persons, including Bagi
related to a serious crime in

gation.
Meanwhile, Chandel Battalion Assam Rifles under the aegis of IGAR (South) foiled contraband smuggling attempt in
Chandel on February 8.
Acting on specific intelligence, troops of Assam Rifles
intercepted four vehicles near
Chumthar-Thangin village in
Chandel district.. On thorough
checking of the vehicles,
smuggled clothes and footwear
were recovered along with five
smugglers.

AR conducts Security
Meet and Medical
Camp at Canchipur
IT News
Imphal, Feb 10:
Keithelmanbi Battalion Assam Rifles under the aegis of IGAR
(South) conducted a Security meet and Medical Camp at Canchipur
in Imphal East District of Manipur on yesterday.
With an aim to interact with the local populace as well as to
cater for primary medical needs of the people a Security Meet and
Medical Camp was organised at Canchipur in Imphal East District.
The camp started with an informative lecture about the current
security situation in the area including action taken by the Assam
rifles to maintain peace and the assistance sought from the villagers to meet the security goal.
Medical Inspection was carried out by the Medical Officer for
fever, cough, skin diseases or other minor ailments and necessary
treatment and essential medicines were provided free of cost.
52 locals including 15 children were benefitted from the
camp. The event culminated with light refreshments for all the
attendees.

The market value of the recovered goods is assessed to
be of worth over Rs. 53 Lakh.
The smuggled goods

alongwith smugglers and vehicles were handed over to
Chandel Police station for further legal action.

AR celebrates Fit India Movement
IT News
Imphal, Feb 10:
Mantripukhri Battalion of Assam Rifles under the aegis of HQ
IGAR (South) organised a friendly volleyball match under the
theme of Fit India Movement at Ngarumphung Village in Imphal
East district of Manipur on yesterday.
In continuation with its efforts of propagating the initiatives
by the Government and develop friendly relation with the locals,
a friendly volleyball match was conducted between the team of
Ngarumphung Youth Club and Assam Rifles by Mantripukri battalion at Ngarumphung in Imphal East district of Manipur.
The event was organised with an aim to highlight the importance of sports in developing personality, temperament and discipline. More than 55 locals witnessed the event. The event started
with an informative lecture on various initiatives being taken by
the government to promote sports in the country and how to
avail the same.

AR promotes Khelo India programme
IT News
Imphal, Feb 10:
Joupi BattalionAssam Rifles under the aegis of HQ IGAR ( South)
under the theme of Khelo India distributed sports items to the youth
of Hengshi Village in Chandel District of Manipur on yesterday.
The troops handed over sports equipment to the Village Chief in
presence of the Local Youth Club members and villagers of Hengshi
village.
The initiative has been carried out with an aim to inculcate the
spirit of participation in sports in rural areas which will contribute in
achieving the objective of upgrading the sports infrastructure. This
effort is also in consonance to achieving the 12 verticals of Khelo
India Programme under the Ministry of Youth Affairs.

Career Guidance

How to attempt a question paper in
board exam?

By: Vijay GarG
Time Management tips for
CBSE and state Board Exam
2021
Students appearing in
CBSE and state Class 10 and
Class 12 board exams often
complain about lengthy question paper. After the exam, most
of the students say that they
knew everything in the paper
but unable to answer all the
questions as the paper was
too lengthy. Most of the students appearing for board exams are not able to finish the
question paper within the
given timeframe. During board
exam, proper time management
is extremely important in order
to attempt the complete ques-

tion paper within time.
In order to help the students, here are some important
tips which students can follow
as per their convenience.
Go through the complete
paper in first 15 minutes
After getting question paper a student should first
check for the number of questions and pages in the question paper. First, make sure that
there are no missing or unordered pages in the question
paper. If everything is fine,
then students should quickly
go through all the questions
of the question paper. While
going through the question
paper, students should point
out the questions which are
easy to solve
Don’t stick to any specific
order
.Before the starting of the
exam, some students have a
specific mindset (or make a
strategy) that they will solve
from section D to section A or
section A to section D of the
question paper.
It is important that Students should not stick to any
specific order. Students should

set priorities while going
through the paper in first 15
minutes (allotted for the reading of question paper).
It may be possible that
questions of section A and
section D are easy in comparison to the questions of other
sections. So, students should
solve section A (as it is easy)
then section D and other section afterward.
Divide your time judiciously
Students should divide
their time judiciously so that
they get enough time to solve
all the sections of the question
paper. Students should also
keep some time for revision
after they have completed the
question paper.
For example: Suppose you
are going to give CBSE Class
12th Physics board exam in
which there are 5 sections (A,
B, C, D and E). There will be 5
questions (1 mark each) in section A, 5 short answer type
questions (2 marks each) in
section B, 12 questions (3
marks each) in section C, 1
question (4 marks) in section
D and 3 questions (5 marks) in

section E.
If questions of section A,
section D and section E are
easy in comparison to the
questions of section B and
section C, then, students
should first solve section A,
section D and section E in 1 to
1½ hours. Afterward, students
should jump to other sections
B and section C.
Don’t get stuck
While solving the paper,
students should not get stuck
on any particular question.
Leave the question if you are
not able to recall the answer
within 1 to 2 minute of reading
a question.
At times there is a situation when students know the
answer to only a part of the
question. In that situation, students should write what they
know and jump to another
question. Students can come
back to such questions later
as soon as they finish with the
rest of the paper.
With practice and tips mentioned above, students of
CBSE and state boards Class
10 and Class 12 can easily finish their paper in time.
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Sarabjeet Singh Kirat
Amritsar. The four accused
were stated to be in touch with
Jagdish Singh Gulzarsingh of
Khalistan Zindabad Force
(KZF) based in Belgium. They
were said to be involved in raising funds for KZF engaging
local youth in militant activities.

The accused had fled from
Amritsar and was working in
Nanded since some time, the
official said. On Monday, he
was produced before a
Nanded court which handed
him over to the Punjab police.
No prohibited material was
seized from him.
In another development,
the Maharashtra Police also
arrested a Khalistan supporter
in Nanded district on Sunday.
He was identified as Sarabjeet
Singh Kirat, basically from
Ludhiana in Punjab. A joint
operation was launched by
Punjab police with Nanded
Police following which Kirat
was held on Sunday night. An
FIR has been registered under
Section 154 CrPC against Kirat
by Nanded police.

Contd. from Page 2

Churachandpur Profile
An overwhelming majority
of
the
people
of
Churachandpur are now imbibed into Christian faith. The
rapid spread of education and
Conversion into Christianity
has not materially changed the
social order, but it helped in
bringing to an end the savagery that characterized an
early tribal life.
As of 2011 census
Churachandpur has a population of 271274. It ranks 575th
in India out of the 640 districts.
The population density of it is
59 inhabitants per square
kilometres with a sex ratio of
993 females for every 1000
males.
According to 2011 census
a total of 477 people lived on
foot-path without any roof to
cover. This approx 0.17% of the
total populationof the district.
About 6.70% of the district
population lives in urban region and 93.3% lives in rural
region.
Churachandpur has a high
literacy rate, which can be attributed to the initiatives of the
church, NGOs and Private edupreneurs.
There are two government
degree
collegesChurachandpur college and
Lamka college.
Several Govt. schools with
fake teachers are non-functional and the absence of
good govt. colleges compelled many students to seek
admission elsewhere. However, the district is well served
by competitive private
schools. Some of the schools
which have made excellent
contribution to the educa-

tional
standard
of
churachandpur district are Donbosco school, St. Mary
School, St. Paul Institute, Blue
Star Academy, Salt Brook
school, Rayburn school,
Sielmat School, Young Learners’ School, etc.
The unprecedented ethnic
clash between the Paite-Kuki
and Thadou-Kuki in 1997-98
disturbed this delicate human
ecoloogy in Churachandpur
town. however, better sense
prevailed among the two
groups and the town recovered from the bitter agonies of
ethnic conflicts.
There are all sorts of
amenities and facilities available for daily needs. There are
Tourists house, circuit
house, hospital, custom
checkpost, stock offices, inspection bungalow, sub- divisional offices and educational institutions.
There is also a Mini Stadium at Tuibong with construction nearing completion.
State owned All India Radio has a local station which
transmit various programme of
mass interest. There are also
various cable operators offering quality services which telecast on incidents occuring in
town such as events, festivals
and accidents.
There is a telegraphed facilities and telephone companies like Airtel, Aircel, BSNL,
Reliance, Vodafone, Idea etc
are also rendering their services in the district.
some notable museums of
Churachandpur are Agape
Museum at Tuibong and
Tribal Museum at Hill Town.

The general administration
of churachanndpur rest in the
hands of the Deputy Commissioner. Social responsibilities
lies in the hands of the Chairman, Autonomous District
Council and law and order rest
in the hands of the Superintendent of Police and the Commander, Assam Rilfes.
Churachandpur district
has tourist spots like Khuga
Dam ( a multipurpose project
dam) which is about 7kms from
Churachandpur town. The
dam project began in 1983 with
an estimated cost of Rs. 15
crores. The dam is constructed
to irrigate the plains of ccpur
within 20kms of the dam site.
It is expected to provide 1.7
mega watt of electricity for the
town and supply 5 million imperial gallons of drinking water for the town.
The dam was set to be
completed within four years.
The construction came to a
standstill due to alleged financial irregularities. The project
resumed in 2002 and the estimated cost has gone upto over
280 crores. It is now one of the
most beautiful artificial lake of
North-East India.
About 32 kms from
Churachandpur is the Tonglon
cave, an important tourist attraction. There is also Ngaloi
waterfall about 5kms from the
town near the old headquarter
Songpi where tourist lodge has
also been constructed by
Manipur Government.
Set on the panoramic western banks of Tuitha river,
Churachandpur is one of the
most beautiful districts of
Manipur.

Bioremediation: Future .....
Some
examples
of
bioremediation related technologies are phytoremediation,
mycoremediation, bioventing,
bioleaching, land farming,
bioreactor,
composting,
bioaugmentation, rhizofiltration,
and
biostimulation.
Microbial bioremediation uses
microorganisms to break down
contaminants by using them as
a food source. Phytoremediation
uses plants to bind, extract, and
clean up pollutants such as pesticides, petroleum hydrocarbons,
metals, and chlorinated solvents.
Bioremediation technology is invaluable for reclaiming polluted
soil and water. In the simplest
terms, bioremediation is a waste
management process using
live organisms to neutralize or

remove harmful pollutants
from contaminated areas.
Microorganisms are suited
to the task of contaminant
des truction because they
possess enz ymes that allow them to use environ-

mental contaminants as a
food. For bioremediation to
be effective, microorganisms must enzymatically att a ck t he pollu t a nts a nd
conver t t hem to harmless
products.

NAME CHANGE
I, A. Pishakmacha Devi, is legally wedded spouse of No:JC-308148M, Rank:- Subedar, Name: Laishram Chaoba Singh,
presently residing at Koirengei Bazar Mamang, P.O. Mantripukhri,
B.P.O.
Luwang Sangbam, Imphal East District,Manipur State, Pin795002, have changed my name from A. Pishakmacha Devi to
Laishram Pishakmacha Devi vide affidavit Dated 09/02/
2021sworn before the Oath Commissioner Manipur at Imphal.
Sd/Laishram Pishakmacha Devi
Koirengei Bazar Mamang
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PM Narendra Modi to reply to Motion of Thanks Protests rock Myanmar for fifth day,
to President’s address in Lok Sabha today
West condemns security response
Agency
New Delhi, Feb 10:
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will reply to the motion of
thanks on the President’s address in the Lok Sabha at around
4 PM today. The Prime
Minister’s Office said this in a
tweet. After a week-long disruption of Lok Sabha over the farms
laws issues and farmers’ agitations, the Lok Sabha yesterday
resumed discussion on the motion of thanks to the President’s
address.
Participating in the discussion, Minister of State for Agriculture and Farmer Welfare,
Kailash Choudhary said, the
government under the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi took the right decision at

the right time resulting in effective containment of Covid-19.
He said, the government has
taken several steps to boost the
farming sector in the country. He
added that Minimum Support
Prices(MSP) of several crops and
food grains have been increased
by the government and the farmers have been provided financial
assistance under the PM-Kisan
Samman Nidhi scheme.
Earlier, National Conference
leader Dr Farooq Abdullah said
the government must ensure
speedy vaccination of COVID
19 for all people. He also urged
the government to set aside differences and find solutions to
the farmers’ issues.
Akhilesh
Yadav
of
Samajwadi Party said, farmers
would not have been protest-

ing at Delhi’s borders if they had
received MSP. TMC leader
Saugata Roy demanded that the
government should repeal the
farm laws as farmers are unhappy
with the new laws. Rita
Bahuguna Joshi of BJP asserted
that the new farm laws will benefit the farmers.
BSP leader Kunwar Danish
Ali said, government’s attitude
towards the farmers is not appropriate and government
should avoid confrontation with
farmers. Harsimrat Kaur Badal of
Shiromani Akali Dal said, farmers are peacefully protesting for
their legitimate demands but the
government is not paying heed
to their demands.
Referring to incidents happened on 26th January at the Red
Fort during the farmers’ agitation,

BJP member Meenakshi Lekhi
said, few elements are trying to
tarnish the global image of India. Accusing the opposition
parties, she said, a hybrid war is
going on in the country and a
panic situation has been created
by triggering provocation at
various levels. Asaduddin
Owaisi of AIMIM raised the issue of Chinese aggression on
the country’s border saying that
China is increasing capacity and
building infrastructure in the
border areas.
Aparajita Sarangi of BJP,
Shafiqur Rehman of Samajwadi
Party, Vijay Kumar of JMM,
AAP MP Bhagwant Mann, D
Ravikumar of VCK, and Dr.Amar
Singh of Congress among others also participated in the discussion.

Home Minister Amit Shah assures, Centre is
taking every possible step to rescue people and
bring back life to normalcy in Uttarakhand
Agency
New Delhi, Feb 10:
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah has assured that the centre is taking every possible step
to rescue people and bring back
life to normalcy in the Chamoli
district of Uttarakhand following the destruction caused by
the avalanche that occurred on
Sunday. In his statement made
in the Rajya Sabha and later in
the Lok Sabha today, Mr. Shah
informed that the state government has said that the floods
don’t pose a risk to the low lying areas anymore. He said, the
water level is receding in the
area.
Shah informed that the avalanche occurred 5,600 metres
above sea level. He said 12
people of the NTPC project in

the area have been rescued
along with 15 others of the Rishi
Ganga Project. In a tunnel of a
different project of NTPC, he
said, nearly 25-35 people are
likely to be stuck for which securing missions have almost
reached the end of the tunnel to
evacuate them.
The Union Home Minister
informed that the state government has announced assistance
of Rs 4 lakh for the families of
people who lost their lives. Mr.
Shah said, as the flood washed
away an important bridge in the
area, connection to 13 small villages in the region has been lost.
He said food and medical supply is being sent to these cut off
areas through helicopters.
Shah said that as per the reports available till 5 in the
evening yesterday, 20 deaths

have been reported. He also informed that 197 people have also
been found missing which includes 139 people working in the
NTPC projects in the area and
other 46 working in the Rishi
Ganga project. Mr. Shah said the
debris at the mouth of the tunnel
has been cleared by the Army
after an overnight operation. He
said, the centre is constantly
monitoring the situation in the
area and the Prime Minister is himself taking stock of the evolving
situation round the clock.
The Home Minister has also
informed that 450 personnel of
ITBP, 5 teams of NDRF, 8 Army
teams, 1 Navy team, 5 IAF helicopters, 1 team of Seema
Suraksha Bal along with 1 team
of DRDO scientists are on the
spot and working in the rescue
and relief operation. He said, out

of the Rs 1,041 crore allocated
for Uttarakhand under the State
Disaster Relief Fund in the Budget of financial year 2020-21, the
first instalment of Rs 468 crore
has already been sanctioned for
the state to aid the relief work.
The members of the Upper
House stood for one minute in
silence to mark their tribute to
those who lost their lives in the
avalanche tragedy.
In a separate statement, the
Home Minister clarified that he
did not sit on Rabindranath
Tagore’s seat during his visit to
West Bengal as accused by
Congress. He added that he sat
on a window where a seating
arrangement had been made. He
further stated that former Presidents Pratibha Patil and Pranab
Mukherjee had also sat on the
same place.

Cabinet approves Grant-in-aid of Rs.100 crore to
Brahmaputra Valley Fertilizer Corporation Limited, Assam
PIB
New Delhi, Feb 10:
The Cabinet Committee on
Economic Affairs chaired by
Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modi today accorded approval
to the proposal of the Department
of Fertilizers for Grant-in-aid of
Rs.100 crore to Brahmaputra Valley Fertilizers Corporation Limited (BVFCL), Namrup (Assam)
to sustain operations of it’s urea
manufacturing units.
BVFCL, Namrup is a Public
Sector Undertaking formed as per
Companies Act, under the admin-

istrative control of the Department of Fertilizers (DoF), Government of India. At present, the
Company is operating its two vintage plants viz. Namrup-ll and
Namrup-lll in the premises of
BVFCL in Namrup, Assam. Despite being the first gas based
urea manufacturing unit in India
and having all the infrastructure
and feedstock availability, it has
been difficult to maintain reasonable production level from the
existing units in a cost effective
manner because of their old &
obsolete technology. In order to
ensure the safe, sustainable and

economic operation of the plants,
certain equipment and machineries need to be replaced/overhauled. The minimum functional
repair to be undertaken for
smoother operation of the plants
with procurement of mechanical,
electrical, instrumentation and
catalyst items etc. shall attract an
estimated expenditure of Rs.100
crores and therefore, Gol approved Grant in Aid of Rs. 100
crores to BVFCL.
BVFCL is situated at NorthEastern part of India, which plays
an important role of economic
growth in the region. The grant

in aid of Rs. 100 crore to BVFCL
will restore the urea production
capacity of 3.90 Lac MT per annum and ensure timely availability of Urea to Tea Industry &
Farming Sector in the entire North
Eastern region specially Assam.
It will also continue the existing
employment of about 580 employees on permanent basis and
another 1500 persons on ad-hoc
basis. Further, 28000 people get
benefits indirectly by this establishment. This will also
strengthen the ‘ATMA
NIRBHAR BHARAT campaign
of the Government of India.

Sangma thanked Dr Jitendra for constant support to
the State projects by the Ministry of DoNER
PIB
New Delhi, Feb 10:
Chief Minister Meghalaya,
Mr Conrad Sangma today met
Union Minister of State (Independent Charge) Development
of North Eastern Region
(DoNER), MoS PMO, Personnel, Public Grievances, Pensions, Atomic Energy and Space,
Dr Jitendra Singh and thanked
him for constant support to the
State projects by the Ministry
of DoNER. He made a special
mention of the recent road
project sanctioned under North
East Special Development
Scheme for upgradation of

Mawshynrut-Hahim-Boko road.
Dr. Jitendra Singh told Chief
Minister Mr Sangma that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi takes
personal interest in following up
all the issues related to North
Eastern States. Under Prime
Minister’s instructions, he said,
special impetus is being given
to improve the connectivity and
transport through new airports,
air flights in different sectors,
double-gauge railway lines
across the region, networks of
roads and new inland waterways.
As for the State of
Meghalaya, Dr. Jitendra Singh
noted the recent introduction of

direct air flight from Shillong to
Delhi. He said, this was a long
pending requirement and
Shillong, being a popular tourist destination as well as the
original capital of the erstwhile
Assam, richly deserved this facility.
Similarly, Dr. Jitendra Singh
recalled that when the Modi
government came in 2014, many
people in Meghalaya had never
seen a train in their lifetime. Today an ambitious project to lay
double track has been undertaken in the region, he said.
Chief Minister of Meghalaya
informed the DoNER Minister
that the tourist spots in

Meghalaya have started receiving visitors from all over in huge
numbers. To this, Dr. Jitendra
Singh responded by saying
that he is confident that this
year is going to be tourist
boon for the region because
many of the regular
holidaymakers who followed
annual routine of visiting European destinations, will now
find a parallel option in
Shillong and other similar destinations because while the
European holiday resorts were
badly affected by the COVID
pandemic, the tourist resorts
in Northeast remained mostly
free of the pandemic.

Courtesy: Reuters
Yangon, Feb 10:
Protesters took to the
streets of Myanmar for a fifth
day on Wednesday, vowing to
keep up demonstrations
against last week’s military
coup even after a woman was
shot and critically wounded
during clashes the previous
day.
The United States and
United Nations condemned
Tuesday’s use of force against
the protesters who are demanding the reversal of the
Feb. 1 coup and the release of
deposed leader Aung San Suu
Kyi, and other leaders of her
National League for Democracy (NLD).
“We cannot stay quiet,”
youth leader Esther Ze Naw
told Reuters. “If there is blood
shed during our peaceful protests, then there will be more if
we let them take over the country.”
Thousands of people
joined demonstrations in the
main city of Yangon. In the
capital, Naypyitaw, hundreds
of government workers
marched in support of a growing civil disobedience campaign.
A group of police in Kayah
state in the east joined the protesters and marched in uniform

with a sign that said “We don’t
want dictatorship”, according
to pictures published in media.
There were no reports of
violence on Wednesday but
soldiers took over a clinic that
had been treating wounded
protesters in Naypyitaw on
Tuesday, a doctor there said.
Another doctor said a
woman protester was expected
to die from a gunshot wound
to the head sustained during a
Tuesday confrontation with
police in Naypyitaw.
She was wounded when
police fired, mostly into the air,
to clear the protesters. Three
other people were being
treated for wounds from suspected rubber bullets, doctors
said.
Protesters were also hurt in
Mandalay and other cities,
where security forces used
water cannon and arrested
dozens.
Four policemen were injured on Tuesday as they tried
to disperse protesters, some of
whom threw stones and bricks,
the military said.
The military has imposed
restrictions on gatherings and
a night curfew in the biggest
cities.
The protests are the largest in Myanmar in more than a
decade, reviving memories of
almost half a century of direct

army rule and spasms of
bloody uprisings until the military began relinquishing some
power in 2011.
The military justified its
takeover on the grounds of
fraud in a Nov. 8 election that
Suu Kyi’s NLD party won by a
landslide, as expected. The
electoral commission dismissed the army’s complaints.
Western countries have
condemned the coup but
taken little concrete action to
press for the restoration of
democracy.
The U.S. State Department
said it was reviewing assistance to Myanmar to ensure
those responsible for the coup
faced “significant consequences”.
The United Nations called
on Myanmar’s security forces
to respect people’s right to
protest peacefully.
“The use of disproportionate force against demonstrators is unacceptable,” Ola
Almgren, the U.N. representative in Myanmar, said.
Avinash Paliwal, a senior
lecturer in international relations at London University’s
School of Oriental and African
Studies, said Myanmar will not
be as isolated now as it was in
the past, with China, India,
Southeast Asian neighbours
and Japan unlikely to cut ties.

Over 66 lakh 11 thousand
people administered COVID-19
vaccines so far
Agency
New Delhi, Feb 10:
A total of over 66 lakh 11
thousand people have been
administered Covid-19 vaccines in the country so far.
Union Health Ministry said
that more than three lakh 52
thousand people have been
inoculated with Covid-19
doses in the last 24 hours.
Meanwhile, the country’s
COVID-19 recovery rate
reached 97.27 per cent with the
total recovery of more than 13

thousand patients in the last
24 hours. The Ministry said
that more than one crore five
lakh patients have already
been recovered from this disease. Presently, the total number of active cases in the
country is one lakh 41 thousand 511 which comprises
only 1.30 per cent of the total
positive cases.
A total number of 11 thousand 67 new cases have been
reported in the country in the
past 24 hours taking the cumulative positive cases to over

one crore eight lakh. The
Health Ministry said 94 deaths
have been reported during the
last 24 hour taking the toll to
over one lakh 55 thousand
across the country.
The Indian Council of
Medical Research said that
various laboratories have conducted more than seven lakh
36 thousand tests of
coronavirus samples during
the last 24 hours and more than
20 crore 33 lakh tests have
been done in the country so
far.

Shaphee Lanphee Crafts
Exhibition
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