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By-election campaign kicks starts
amidst COVID-19 pandemic

ATM booths likely to remain
dry after money laundering
100s receive Chief Minister N. Biren Singh
scam smelled
violating SOP which permits gathering of
not more than 30 people

IT News
Imphal, Sept 9:
People of Wangjing Tentha
Assembly constituency
dares COVID-19 scare and
violated the SOP which
prohibites gathering of not
more than 30 people and
that too by social
distancing, as Chief
Minister of Manipur N.
Biren Singh
visited
Wangjing Tentha Assembly
Constituency and kicked start
by-election campaign for exMLA Paonam Brojen .
The by-election for the
vacant assembly seat of
Manipur is likely to held by
November along with 64
other v acant seats of
assembly constituencies
across the country.
COVID-19 pandemic has
already
restricted
excessive use of vehicles
and mass gathering at even
after the Unlock 4 the
authority have been
restricting mass gathering.
Election Commission of

IT News
Imphal, Sept 9:

All ATMs in the state is
likely to run out of cash
and likely to take long time
to normalise to regular
operations as a money
laundering scam was
reportedly discovered
while investigating the
case in connection with
the shooting of an
employee and looting of
cash at an ATM in front of

a SBI ATM booth located at
Churachandpur.
Sources say that lots of
money was found to have
been laun d e r e d b y
personnel of ATM cash
filling agencies which
w a s un e a r t h e d a f t e r
l o o t i ng o f c a s h b y
unknown miscreant by
l oo te rs in c cour t ha t
killed one personal of
filling agencies
Ca s h w o r t h u p t o t he
tune of many crores not

f i l l e d a t AT M s e v e n
though they were taken
a wa y f ro m b ank, the
source further specified
An a udi t a nd f ur t he r
investigation required
t o e x a c t l y f i nd o u t
missing cash taken away
for filling various ATMs
by agencies but were
neve r filled. It is
reportedly found that
t ha t s c a m h a s b e e n
underway since the past
4/5 years

Complaint lodged to MHRC for
uploading of photos of rape victims
IT News
Imphal, Sept 9:

India has also announce
SOPs that has to be followed
b=during the election
campaign.
As of now only 50 people
are permitted to gather that
too following the SOP for
ritual related events like
marriage ceremony and
shardha .
Interestingly at the election

campaign that was held
today at Sapam Community
Hall of Wangjing Tentha
Assembly constituency ,
media witness jam pack
supporters inside the
community hall which the
number of people gathered
is expected to be over 500.
As the Chief Minister
arrived at Wangjing Tentha

Assembly Constituency
hundreds of BJP supporters
stands on the road sides and
shouted slogans praising
the Chief Minister .
Mention may be made that
there has been several
criticism from sections of
civil bodies to the proposed
schedule of by-election
during COVID-19 pandemic.

children in the state are
alarming. It is unfortunate
that most of the criminals
are protected by some u and
elite and powerful groups.
The three bodies demanded
immediate arrest of the
the entire gang members
who were involved in the
gang raped and brutal
murdered of (L) P. Wasila
and booked them under
POCSO Act, 2012 and other
relevant Acts.
The organization also

demanded free and fair
trial as per Law of the Land
to the criminals without any
interference of the
politicians and vested
interest individuals.
It also urged the State
Government to ensure
protection of the family
members of the victim
until justice is being
delivered.
State Government must
adopt stringent policies to
protect women and children

from all forms of crimes
and violence in future, the
statement added.
On the other hand a mass
sit in protest was staged
today at Kwakta today
demanding justice for the
minor victim who was
gangraped and murder.
The protest was organised
by the Khwakta Sabal Leikai
development orgnasisation.
The protestor demand
immediate punishment to all
thise rapist involved.

The Manipur Human Rights
Commissio n
has
r e g i st e r e d a c a se i n
c o n n ec t i o n w i t h t h e
uploading of minor rape
victim at social media.
The compliant was filed by
the President of Youth’s
Forum for Protection of
Hu m an
Rights
in

c o n n ec t i o n w i t h t h e
disclosure of Identity of
a Minor Girl of the Mayang
Imphal Incident by various
sections of the societies
which is a violation of
Section 23 of POCSO Act,
2012 and 228 A of IPC.
After due proceeding by
t he c om m issi on , th e
Director General of Police
has been directed to take
appropriate legal action

against the person who
fi rst
uploaded
the
photographs of a victim girl.
And also directed the DGP
to advice the SPs of all
the districts to organise
awareness programme in
collaboration with the
local clubs, meira paibis,
youths and students so
that common people are
aware about the relevant
law.

ATSUM, ANSAM and KSO-GHQ
calls 48 hours state wide
Many condemn gangrape and murder of
bandh on Sept 14
minor girl; demands appropriate action

IT News
Imphal, Sept 9:
All
Tribal
Women
Organisation- Chandel, ,
Chingtam Nupi Apunba LupPallel and All Tribal Women
Organisation, Chandel have
expressed
strong
condemnation to the
Gangraped of a minor girl
in the night of 2' September
2020 and later succumbed
to her injuries on 3"
September 2020.
A statement said that the
girl was called out assuring
her that they will elope by
her alleged boyfriend
named Mohd. Maza Khan @
Arish S/o, Sikander,
Heibong Makhong Mathak
Leikai under Mayang
Imphal Police Station,
Imphal West District. Next
day on the 3' September
2020, victim was found
lying unconscious near a
fish farm viz, Yendao Pali
near Maibam Pali by the
villagers. It is clear that she
was left by the gang with
an assumption that she
died already
This incident is not the first
instanced in the state; the
state has witnessed of 30
cases of crime against
women and girls from 1'
January till 3rd September
2020. Out of 30 cases, 5
were murdered, 8 raped
cases and 2 were gang
raped. The ever increasing
crimes against women and

3rd death Anniversary of Pravish
Chanam observed; committee
reiterated calls for justice
IT News
Imphal, Sept 9:
3rd death anniversary of
Pravish Chanam was
observed today at at
Uripok Achom Leikai by
following the SOP of
COVID-19 pandemic.
A press statement by
Laishram Gulshan, member
of the Pravish Chanam
Peoples Action Committee
said that Pravish Chanam
was brutally murdered at
Greater Noida on this day
3 years back and justice
still is pending.
The statement further said
that the Observation
ceremony was attended by

the Various CSOs of the
states such as WASEDEV,
KIL, AMUCO, YFPHR,
YACPIP and paid floral
tribute to the Late Pravish
Chanam’s Photograph.
The Conv enor of the
Peoples Action Committee,
Mr. Laimayum Bichu said
that this is the third death
anniversary of Pravish and
PAC, Family members along
with the peoples of Manipur
are still waiting to meet the
end of Justice. Due to the
Covid 19 crisis the CBI also
could not proceed ahead
with the investigation,
however, we have been
informed by the CBI that
the investigation is in full

swing and the new
dev elopments are also
there which are confidential
and cannot be put before
the public domain, he
added.
He
further
appreciates
the
contribution of the Clubs,
CSOs, Meira Paibis and
individuals for supporting
the
movement
and
informed that PAC will
update the status of the
case from time to time to
the people of Manipur.
During the observation
pandemic Covid 19 SOPs
were strictly followed and
maintained by the PAC and
the participants it said the
released.

IT News
Imphal, Sept 9:

All Tribal Students Union
Manipur (ATSUM), All
Naga Student Association
Manipur (ANSAM, Kuki
Students’ Organisation
GHQ, has called 48 hours
statewide bandh fr om
September 14 over
government failur e to
f ulf i ll the cha rt e r o f
demand submitted to the
government.
A press s tatement by
Information & Publicity
s ec r e ta r y of ATS UM ,
Micha Kamei said that
t ha t the c ha rt e r o f
demand agreed on 13
August 2019 between the
Government of Manipur
and ATSUM, ANSAM and
KSO-GHQ at the Chief
Minister conference hall
has not been converted
into action till today.
The students body said
that the students bodies
had decided to called
statewide bandh fr om
S ep t . 1 4
a s pe r
resolution adopted in the
General Assembly of the
ATS U M he ld o n 7
September 2020 at Hmar
community hall Lamphel.
The charter of demands
s ub m i tt e d
by
the
students ’ b odies that
w as a ss ure d b y the
government are filling
up o f S T b a ck l og/
s ho r t fa l l
p os t s
of
Assistant Professors in
go ver nme nt c oll ege s;

o pe ni ng of a pp r o ve d
B.Ed centres in the Hill
D is t ri c t s; Op e ni ng o f
S ci e nc e s t r ea m
in
Tamenglong and Senapati
go ver nme nt c oll ege s;
Formulation of District
Cadre recruitment; To
s to p the c ul tur e o f
U t il is at i o n
of
Government employees;
Recruitment of approved
M IL ( tr ib al d ia l e ct )
teachers in government
col lege s and sc hool s;
Regularisation of Hills
Contract Teachers 2006
batch; Recruitment of
adequate staffs in the
d ir e ct o rat e o f Tr i ba l
Aff a ir s
and
H i lls ;
I nc l usio n o f M o t he r
t ongue
( Chi ld’s
language) as an essential
q ua l i fic a tio n i n the
recruitment of primary
teachers under 6 (six)
Aut o nom o us D is t r ic t
Councils; Up gradation
of TRI into full fledged
Directorate; Enactment
of Legislation/Act for
implementation of Tribal
S ub Sc hem e (TS S) ;
Filling up of ST back log/
s ho r t f a ll s o f al l
c at e gor ie s in va r io us
d e p a r t m e n t s . ;
Implementation
of
reservation quantum as
per DoPT, govt. of India in
direct recruitment to
group C and D posts in
c e nt r a l i ns t i tut io ns . ;
I m p r o ve m e nt
of
adequate manpower and
infrastructures in Health

S e r vi c e s a nd p o s t i ng
specialist Doctors in the
hi l l
districts
a nd
Upgradation of IGNTURC i nt o f ul l f l e d g e d
University.
In addition to this the
student bodies also put
forward the the State
government’s failure to
meet the MoU signed on
9th June 2018 between
State Government and
ATSUM, DESAM and AIMS
p e r t a i ni ng
to
appointment of Native
IAS officer as the Chief
S e c r e t a r y ; I m br o g l io
between
t he
government of Manipur
and Hill District Private
S c ho o ls As s o c i a t i on
M a ni p ur ( H ID I P S A M ) ;
M CS CCE 2 01 6 m a in
examination: Accelerate
CB I e nq uir y a nd Re examination should not
be c onduct ed unt il &
unle ss CBI’s pr ob e i s
duly completed and the
c ul p r it s invo lve d a r e
b e f it t ing ly p unishe d ;
I m p le m e nt a t i on
of
reservation in promotion
in MSPDCL; Halting of
mining in hill areas and
D i s b u r s a l o f P r e a nd
post matric scholarship
under ministry of Tribal
Af f a i r s ,
G ov t .
of
Manipur.
In view of the prevailing
p a n demic,
COVID-19
related activities, Media
and Medical services are
exempted from the purview
of the proposed bandh.
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What could be the World after Covid-19?
By: Sanjenbam Jugeshwor Singh

Rechecking hospital’s
modus opendi :
needs an inclusive
investigation
Private hospitals that refuse to provide health care
service during crisis time are going to face the music,
as chief Minister N.Biren Singh had ordered Principal
Secretary (health) to serve show-cause notice to them.
Taking serious concern about an incident of doctors not
attending o an expecting mother in a private hospital
which went viral on social media the Chief Minister has
stated that there is no point to open hospitals if there
is no willingness to attend to the patients who require
medical emergency. The Chief Minister stated this while
speaking in connection with a function for ambulance
service to CMOs and the authority of the state Health
services yesterday.
The Chief Minister had also rightly stated that the
medical profession is known as human service and that
hospital authorities can’t think for money and business
alone. Following the instruction, a mushrooming private
hospital in the state is likely to take up measures for
ensuring health care facilities to the needy in the coming
days.
While the concern of the Chief Minister needs to be
appreciated, the sorry part is that – he didn’t express
anything about the way that the Government hospitals
are running during this crisis time. If a similar
instruction is given to the Principal secretary health to
doc tors in a gove rnmen t hospital than peo ple w ill
acknowledge the seriousness of the Chief Minister in
his effort to make sure that each and ev ery citizen –
whether infected by the novel coronavirus or those who
are tested negative with the coronavirus gets medical
facilities. It is not only some private hospitals that
refused to provide medical facilities to the emergency
patient but there were already some cases of even
government hospitals refusing to accept the emergency
patient.
Well, it is an open secrete that almost all COVID19
infected people are from either rich family or middlec la ss f am i ly wh o c a n at lea st m an a ge to li v e lif e
comfortably at the initial stage. When Chief Minister
N. Biren Singh launched his dream scheme CMHT, what
he told the people is that the scheme will benefit the
poor people who cannot afford medical expenses for
their treatment. Whether the purpose of CMHTactually
serves the people is another matter that needs to be
discussed at other topics, but what we the people
understand is that there are many people who live on
hand to mouth by becoming daily wage earners.
Pre COVID-19 intrusion show nearly 2000 patients
attending at almost all government hospitals, including
those at the District headquarters and the two premier
hospitals – RIMS and JNIMS. There is also no dearth of
patients attending the private hospital during the time
even after knowing that they have to spend more money.
The most affordable family chose private hospitals and
even people leav ing on hands to mou th sometimes
preferred private hospitals as they felt life is more
important than money.
L a t e l y, d u r i n g t h e p a n d e m i c , e i t h e r d u e t o
apprehension or due to lack to trust, patient attendance
to Government hospitals has been drastically decreased.
While, private hospitals like Shija Hospital and research
center face no difference in patient attendance, the two
most prestigious hospitals - RIMS and JNIMS witness a
drastic decline of emergency patient attendance.
T hi s i s b e in g p ut to the n o ti c e o f tho se in the
government particularly the Chief Minister of the state
to constitute an inquiry committee on why people the
private hospital when the state today have hospital like
RIMS which has been equipped with the best medical
technologies, infrastructures, and manpower. JNIMS too
is no different, there are best doctors who can provide
treatment to any kind of disease. Dr. Uthan, the RMO,
is still the talk of the state for his commitment and
dedication to his service.
But then why there is criticisms to these hospitals,
when it can be easily noticed that those working at all
government-run hospital are doing their best.
So far there has been no inquiry constituted on why
the private hospital is becoming more popular than the
government-run hospitals.
Instead of direc ting or i nstr ucti ng the Pr inci pal
Secretary Health to serve notice to a specific private
hospital, it will be beneficial for the state to constitute
a, inquiry committee to find out what is wrong to the
running of the government hospitals. And why the people
started having the trust of a private hospital.
Letters, Feedback and Suggestions to ‘Imphal Times’
can be sent to our e-mail : imphaltimes@gmail.com. For advertisement
kindy contact: - 0385-3590330 (O). For time being readers can reach
the office at Cell Phone No. 9862860745 for any purpose.

The global coronavirus
pandemic which has already
caused unimaginable devastation
and hardship, has brought our way
of life to an almost complete halt.
The outbreak will have profound
and lasting economic and social
consequences in every corner of
the globe. The Global spread of
the coronavirus, (COVID-19) is the
ultimate news story. On the one
hand, new statistics are
announced on an hourly basis. On
the other, the idea of a mysterious
new disease spreading from
country to country plays on
humanity’s deepest fears. Given
both physical and psychological
impacts of this novel coronavirus,
it is time to examine its potential
long-term effects on a global
scale. One potential effect may be
to alter global trends in the way in
which almost everything we use is
produced. The supply chains for
innumerable products have
become increasingly global and
interconnected. The psychological
and practical impact of disruption
in supply chains due to COVID-19
may accelerate the reversal of the
grand trend of supply chain
globalization. This would have a
major impact on the future of the
global economy. Another long term
effect of the current coronavirus
epidemic is its impact on the
future of megacities. As the
world’s population continues to
both grow exponentially and
urbanize, the number of
megacities-those with over 10
million people will continue to
increase. According to UN, there
will be 43 such cities by 2030.
While much of the focuses in the
international discourse over the
future of such cities has focused
on issues like smart transport,
sustainability and food security but
public health will be a major issue
as well. If a new disease like
COVID-19 were to take root in such
a city, it could potentially spread
to hundreds of thousands of people
within a short time. Surprisingly,
there appears to be a lack of
innovative start-up activity in this
field of public health in future
cities. Covid-19 should spur
aspiring entrepreneurs ’to fill this
gap.
In the era of globalization,
international conferences and
trade shows have become part and
parcel of doing business. If COVID19 continue to spread around the
world over the coming months, we
may well see a move towards
virtual business conferences. In
many countries,millions of workers

are facing the bleak prospect of
losing their jobs.According to a
report of International Labour
Organisation (ILO) about 40 coror
workers in the informal sectors of
India will be pulled down to acute
poverty line due to the impact of
Covid-19 pandemic.The World
Bank said on 12th April,2020 that
the Coronavirus outbreak has
severally disrupted the Indian
economy, magnifying pre-existing
risks to its outlook.The World Bank
estimated the Indian economy to
decelerate to 5% in 2020 and
projected a sharp growth
deceleration in fiscal 2021 to 2.8%
in a baseline scenario.Global
economy could shrink by almost 1%
in 2020 due to COVID-19
pandemic.In the worst case
scenario,the global output would
contract by 0.9% instead of growing
2.5% in 2020.Governments are
considering and rolling out large
stimulus packages to avert a sharp
downturn of their economies which
could potentially plunge the global
economy into a deep recession.On
grand scale, the coronavirus by
discouraging travel and potentially
reversing trends in supply chain
globalization, is driving people
apart. In another sense, it is
bringing people together.
Coronavirus do not discriminate,
based on nationality or religion.
They touch on our most basic
human condition and human fears.
Understanding the disease, slowing
its spread and developing
vaccination, will require intense
international cooperation. One of
the dangers of COVID-19 is that
it will increase suspicion or
racism against those who appear
to hail from areas where the virus
most prevalent. Instead, it
should trigger an emphatic
human response to those
suffering. Additionally, the threat
of a mysterious respiratory
disease spreading around the
world should put the day-to-day
partisan political debates in
perspective.
There
are
something that are bigger than
any one politician, party or
country.
In the face of such turmoil of
COVID-19, as the UN Secretarygeneral has indicated COVID-19
will require a response like non
before-a “war time” plan in times
of human crisis. And as we inch
from a “war time” response to
“building back better”. We need
to take on board the
environmental signals and what
they mean for our future and
wellbeing because, COVID-19 is by

no means a “Silver lining” for the
environment. Visible positive
impacts-whether
through
improved air quality or reduced
greenhouse gas emissions-are but
temporary, because they come on
the back of tragic-economic
slowdown and human distress. The
pandemic will also result in an
increase in the amount of medical
and hazardous waste generated.
This is no one’s model of
environmental response least of all
an environmentalist’s. And indeed,
the
Scripps Institute of
Oceanography has highlighted
that fossil fuel use would have to
decline by about 10% around the
world and would need to be
sustained for a year to show up
clearly in carbon dioxide levels. Any
positive environmental impact in
the wake of this abhorrent
pandemic, must therefore be in
our changing production and
consumption habits towards
cleaner and greener. Because only
long-term systematic shifts will
change the trajectory of carbon
dioxide levels in the atmosphere.
So in the aftermath of the crisis
when economic stimulus packages
composed of infrastructure are
designed, there is a real
opportunity to meet that demand
with green packages of renewable
energy investment, smart
buildings, green and public
transport etc. With respect to the
disease itself, part of the challenge
ahead is understanding where such
disease come from, because the
health of our planet plays an
important role in the spread of
zoonotic diseases i.e disease
originating from pathogens that
transfer from animals to humans.
As we continue to encroach on
fragile ecological ecosystem, we
bring humans into ever-greater
contact with wildlife. Further,
illegal wildlife trade and illegal wet
market are not infrequent causes
of such diseases. Around 75% of
new and infectious diseases are
zoonotic and in fact about 1billion
cases of illness and millions of
death occur every year from these
diseases.
Humanity’s expansion on the
terrestrial earth surface means
that today human activity has
altered almost 75% of the earth’s
surface, squeezing wildlife and
nature into an ever smaller corner
of the planet. And yet, nature is
critical to our own survival: nature
provides us with our oxygen,
regulates our weather patterns,
and pollinates our crops, produce
our food, feed and fibre but it is

under increasing stress. Changes
in temperature, humidity &
seasonality directly affect the
survival of microbes in the
environment & evidence suggests
that disease epidemics will
become more frequent, as the
climate continues to change. As we
continue our relentless move into
natural habitats, contact between
human and reservoir hosts
increases, whether as a result of
urbanization, habitat loss and
fragmentation or live animal
markets- all of which increases the
likelihood of interaction between
these vectors and humans.
According to IPBES, we have seen
100million hectares of agricultural
expansion in the tropics between
1980 and 2000, roughly equal to
the size of France and Germany
combined. The wild must be kept
wild. It is time to restore our
forests, stop deforestation, invest
in the management of protected
areas and propel markets for
deforestation- free products.
Where the legal wildlife trade chain
exists, we need to do a far better
job of improving hygiene
conditions. And of course, there is
the urgent need to tackle the illegal
wildlife trade, the fourth most
common crime committed
worldwide
The better we manage nature,
the better we manage human
health. This is why the post 2020
biodiversity framework that
countries around the world are
expected to agree on this year,
matters greatly. An important pillar
in our post-COVID recovery plan
must be to arrive an ambitious,
measurable and inclusive
framework, because keeping
nature rich, diverse and flourishing
is part and parcel of our life’s
support system. Even more
important when you consider that
between 25-50% of pharmaceutical
products are derived from genetic
resources. And as the engines of
growth begin to rev up again, we
need to see how prudent
management of nature can be part
of this “different economy “that
must emerge, one where finance
and actions fuel green jobs, green
growth and a differentiate way of
life, because the health of people
and the health of planet are one
and the same and both can thrive
in equal measure. Whatever our
differences, viruses like COVID-19
known no borders, we all are one
in this fight together.
**** The writer can be reached
to:sjugeshwor7@gmail.com

Gandhi, self-help, khadi and Atmanirbhar Bharat
By Ningthoukhongjam Sabita
Senior Journalist and Columnist

Not so long ago we were talking
ab out glob al w armi ng a nd
climate change as one of the
biggest challenges of the 21st
century and ways and means to
control it to save the world
before it is too late. But the
Covid-19 pandemic has made
us realise that there are so
many things we cannot control
or change in life. We still do
not know what is going to
happen in our lives. Despite
the uncertainty surrounding
coronavirus, we are hopeful
that together we can fight the
virus and life will return to
normal soon.
In the midst of the worldwide
pan demi c Pri me m inister
Nar endr a Mo di u nvei led
Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan (or
Sel f-re lian t Ind ia M issi on)
during the announcement of
th e co rona viru s pandem ic

related econ omic pack age
saying that the country should
view the Covid-19 crisis as an
opp ortunity to achi ev e
economic self-reliance. He
stressed the importance of
promoting local products to
boo st sm all a nd lo cal
businesses.
T he
pr ime
minister’s call for self-reliance
rem inds us of Maha tma
Gandhi’s concept of Swadeshi,
self-reliance in the spirit of
universal love and service. The
Father of the Nation who led the
masses i n Ind ia’s free dom
struggle had identified man’s
‘greed’ as the primary cause of
trouble. His ideas hel p us
understand the underlying
reality of ‘global citizenship’
and its v ario us f acets by
articulating the thoughts of the
voi cele ss m ulti tudes ly ing
dormant in the heart of India
and seek to provide resolutions
for building a better society. In
India millions of people live today

surrounded by medical issues,
infrastructure problems and no
food to eat.
According to Gandhi “Man is
not born to live in isolation but
is essentially a social animal
ind epen dent and int erdependent. No one can or should
ride on another’s back. If we try
to work out n ecessary
conditions for such a life, we
are forced to the conclusion that
the unit of society should be a
village or call it a manageable
small group of people who
would, in the ideal, be selfsufficient (in the matter of their
vital requirements) as a unit
and bound together in bonds of
mut ual co-op erat ion and
interdependence.”
After his return to India from
South Africa in 1915, Mahatma
Gandhi travelled the length and
breadth of the country to see
and study the situation. He
realised that the “real” India
lived in villages. He interacted

with the masses and tried to
understand the rural way of life.
He was aware that the people
must become self-reliant and
financially independent by
concentrating on development
of cottage industries if they
were to fight against the British
Raj. For him the country’s
political independence had no
meaning without economic
independence.
The leader strongly believed that
Kha di, the handspun and
handwoven cloth could be
instrumental in bringing the rich
and poor together to achieve
Swaraj. He said “Like swaraj,
khadi is our birth-right, and it is
our life-long duty to use that only.
Anyone who does not fulfil that
duty is totally ignorant of what
swaraj is.” (Navajivan, 5-3-1922;
23:11) The promotion of Khadi by
Gandhi was aimed at achieving
self-sufficiency and promoting
indigenous cottage industries.
Contd. on Page 4
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RS MP Sanajaoba
Leishemba
inaugurates
newly open
dialysis treatment
centre at RIMS

IT News
Imphal, Sept 9:
Rajya Sabha MP Sanajaoba
Leishemba had inaugurated
a New Dialysis Treatment
Centre, of RIMS, Imphal on
Tuesday.
Sanajaoba
Leishemba stated the newly
constructed 10 bedded New
Dialysis Treatment Centre,
RIMS will give benefits
specially to the public of the
state.
RIMS now have 16 beds for
dialysis patients. Earlier
patients used to go outside
the state for dialysis
treatment. Such new
facility provided in the
RIMS will enable the poor
patients to sav e huge
money. The Maharaja
Sanajaoba Leishemba
appreciated the Director
and his team for providing
such facility to the public.
The Director Prof. A. Santa
Singh stated that it is our
dream to give best health
care facilities to the people
of the Manipur and other
north eastern states. It is
also a turning point of RIMS
that we are able to install
10 new machines with 3 RO
to the Department of
Nephrology today and also
opening of DM Nephrology

course from the last year.
The Nephrology Department
can produce two DM doctors
for every year which is our
contribution to India. The
institute is planning to
start
kidney
transplantation in the near
future in collaboration with
AIIMS, New Delhi or Gujarat
Government.
The Medical Superintendent
of RIMS Hospital, Prof. Ch.
Arunkumar Singh, Head of
Nephrology Department,
Shri K. Doungel, Deputy
Director (Admn.), Dr. T.
Brojen Singh, Heads of
Departments, faculty from
medical, dental and college
of Nursing, Nursing
Superintendent, officials
attended the inauguration
function.
Later on, Maharaja
Sanajaoba Leishemba
interacted with the Director
and officials in the Jubilee
Hall, RIMS. The Director
briefed
Maharaja
Sanajaoba Leishemba the
various steps taking up to
develop institute one of the
best medical institutes in
India. Maharaja Sanajaoba
Leishemba assured that he
will do at his best level to
bring RIMS to the status of
AIIMS.

Bank Passbook lost
I, the undersigned, have lost my bank pass book
issued by the State Bank of India, Porompat Branch
having account number 20069748888 on the way
between Oinam to JNIMS Porompat on 07/09/
2020.
Finders are requested to hand over it to the
undersigned.
Sd/-

Thingbaijam Homendra Singh
Oinam Bazar , P.S. Nambol , PO Nambol

LOST DOCUMENT
I the undersigned have lost my Registration certificate bearing
No 14260071 / 14 issued by the Manipur University on the
way between JNIMS Ladies Hostel to Konung Mamang on
date 2-09-2020
Finders are requested to hand over it to the undersigned.
Sd/Mamta
JNIMS Ladies hostel
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MPSC 2016: SOCIAL MEDIA MOB INJUSTICE
Pauliansaun Touthang, MA
New Delhi
What do we understand by
the term mob justice?
Mob justice can be defined
as an action where a large
or an angry crowd tried to
give justice by themselves
with
very
bad
consequences. There can
be many reasons for mob
justice. However, the
explanation behind these
actions is not justified by
rational legal frames. The
reason for irrationality is
due to the mob mentality
as people can be
influenced by their peers
to adopt certain behaviors
on a largely emotional,
rather than rational,
basis.
Often mob justice is
understood as mob
lynching, mob violence
etc. But the concept of
mob justice is not limited
to the physical act of
violence the mob. It
actually originates from
the minds and can be seen
through the act of violence
or the use of words in
social media. This is one
of the areas which many
of the medias and news
channel are using in order
to infuse a certain idea or
form a certain opinion
into the minds of the
people.
Mob justice in the form of
violent actions are often
seen and heard. The
government too had taken
various steps to curb the
incidents of mob violence.
In 2018, the Supreme
Court described lynching
as a “horrendous act of
mobocracy”. The Court
exhorted the Centre and
State governments to

frame laws specifically to
deal with the crime of
lynching. The Court also laid
down certain guidelines to be
incorporated in these laws
including fast-track trials,
compensation to victims,
and disciplinary action
against lax law-enforcers.
The Manipur government
came up first with its Bill
against lynching in 2018.
Many of the provisions and
clauses are directions to the
police in order to tackle the
issue of mob violence.
One
of
the
main
psychological factors behind
mob justice is Jeremy
Bentham’s principle of
utilitarian moral theory. The
main principle of utilitarian
moral theory, the principle of
utility, states that “the right
action is the one that
produces the most overall
happiness”. And the greatest
happiness of the greatest
number is the foundation of
morals and legislation. Based
on this whether the action of
the mob is legally right or
wrong as long as it produces
overall
psychological
happiness of the maximum
people, there is a tendency
to feel that it is right.
The grave problem with the
mob justice is not only in the
violent act itself. Many a
times the victims of the mob
violence turn up innocent.
Many end up losing their
lives. The very reason of
mob justice, i.e., to deliver
justice becomes an injustice
to many innocent lives.
These mob injustices are
even more prone in social
media mob justice. During
the olden days’ life was at a
slower pace. We had time to
give things more thought
before we share it to
someone else. But with the

development
in
communications technology
through social media, people
tend to react quicker with
their emotions. Social media
is a great tool, but with
great power comes great
responsibility. Whether we
are supported or not, it is
easy to say in social media
that we all hate racists,
homophobes and bullies.
But, sometimes, lives have
been ruined, literally in a
matter of seconds, by those
who have been wrongfully
accused of misdeeds on
social media.
Shame is not a new social
tactic. Shame isn’t bad in
and of itself. It’s how we
wield it that counts. It’s how
outrage culture can spin
almost any story, even
factually incorrect ones, into
a terrible force. What about
truly innocent people, who
were misidentified or
misrepresented, only to
have the internet mob grab
their
metaphorical
pitchforks and chase after
them? The goal of online
shaming is only to destroy
the person.
This collection of naysayers
may be completely wellintentioned, but could be
making decisions and
forming opinions based on
irrational thought. Once this
groupthink sets in, an “us
versus them” attitude can
dominate any discussion.
When members of the
group don’t want to dissent
for fear of rejection, the
mob mentality will prevail.
When people have formed
an
opinion
about
something, it can be very
hard for them to change
their minds. Our own
personal biases, feelings
and even life circumstances

can have a major impact on
how
we
process
information.
In the case of MPSC 2016
some group of MPSC
aspirants came up with the
idea of a better and
transparent MPSC. Prima
facie the concept is
charismatic and enchanting
for the general public. It is
in sync with the rise in the
contemporary
anticorruption mov ements
across the globe. Since
almost everyone had,
atleast once, been a victim
of corruption, the goal of
achieving a transparent and
corruption free MPSC was
captivating. And people gets
driven by emotions in
support of the cause.
Many of the irregularities in
the conduct of MPSC was
highlighted.
Cropped
images of answer scripts
were widely circulated in
social media as well as in
print medias. This made the
general public to form an
opinion that ‘there are
illegalities’ in the exam. And
since MPSC being an
organization, with officers
who are posted or deputed
temporarily and with the
‘…not during my tenure’
attitude, was not affected
much with all these
allegations. Or, may be it
was a ploy by some
aspirants, not to rub the
MPSC on the wrong side, so
that they will not bear the
consequences during the reexaminations or interviews.
So, the social media
activists had to find
someone else to prey upon.
With this the selected 82
candidates who were
serving as officers in the
government became the
soft target of the social

media activist. Since the
82 serving officers were
bounded by various
government rules and
guidelines against the use
of media, they became
the most suitable
punching bag for the
social media mob.
Without any concrete
evidences they were
publicly shamed and
tagged as ‘Huranba 82’,
‘corrupt
officers’,
‘thieves’ etc. The truth
that they may have got
the job through illegal
means or they may be
innocent, is the job of the
CBI to find out. But, what
was the point of social
media shaming and calling
names just to gain support
of the social media mob?
Is it a social media justice
or social media injustice?
The presumption of
innocence which is a is the
legal principle that one is
considered “innocent until
proven guilty”, is gravely
violated in such cases.
Nevertheless, it is only the
CBI investigation which the
82 terminated officers which
can bring justice before the
whole world, so that any
innocent terminated officer
can move on with their lives
without such social
perceptions. Irreparable
damages may had been
caused by then. Their lives,
careers and dignity would
have been destroyed. But
better late the never it is
hoped that the CBI and the
Court will one day deliver
justice to all the innocent
candidates. And let’s just
hope that no innocent
person, in future, falls
victim to the same blunt
weapon for no reason
other than bad luck.

Finding the Positive Contents
By- L B Singh
The article “Good Intent,
Bad Contents: A Rejoinder
to L. B. Singh tittering
article” by Gary Thangboi
Haokip appeared in the
Imphal Times on 01
September 20. I thank the
writer for his views, though
he has wasted a lot of space
in accusing me. First, I
would like to respond to
some questions the writer
has raised in his article and
finally highlight the positive
content of his article.
The terms Old and New
Kukis were used by Col. J.
Shakespeare,
British
political agent in Manipur
(1905-1909). In his view,
the Thadou, Hmars, Zous,
Paites and Simte belonged
to the New Kuki group and
migrated to Manipur in the
18th and the 19th century
from Chin and Mizo hills (P186 Geography of Manipur
by Dr. Th. Nabakumar
Singh, New Delhi 2014).
Major W. McCulloch
(political agent 1844-62,
1863-1867) noticed the
settlement of Thadou Kukis
as early as 1845. As per his
memorandum to Mackenzie
“McCulloch, as they arrived,
settle them down, allotting
to them land in different
places according to their

numbers and where their
presence would be useful on
exposed frontier….” (North
East Frontier of India” P-156.)
According to Sir, James
Johnstone (political agent
1877-1886), the term Kukis
was first heard in Manipur
between 1830 and 1840. (Col
J. Johnstone My experience
in Manipur and Naga Hills
1896).
As per Nagas the Kukis are
recent migrant and it is quite
close to the view of Sir James
Johnstone. However, in my
opinion the views of Col J
Shakespeare and Major W.
McCulloch are more reliable.
It is between the two
extreme views of Naga and
Kuki; and this view has been
taken for my article “Naga,
Kuki, Meitei and Panghal
youths to
overcome
disturbing history and shun
ethnic politics”. Since I have
recommended
for
a
reconciliation both the views
of Naga and Kuki have been
considered.
The population of the balance
old Kuki tribes and the New
Kuki tribes was calculated
based on the census data of
2001; and since it is based
on old data I have stated that
ratio to be ABOUT 30:70. A
detailed ground survey would
be required to get an
accurate ratio of population.

Since, the aim of my article
is unity and integration; and
it would be better if there is
no difference between the
Old and New Kuki tribes. I
would be very happy if I am
wrong about the Old and the
New Kuki. Further, it would
have been more ideal if no
Kuki tribes have identified
themselves as Naga or vice
versa. However, the real
ground situation is different
and it is more important than
the claims by any other
organization.
I don’t write history, but I
read the history written by
the experts. I have urged the
youths to overcome the
disturbing history of
untouchable practiced by
orthodox Hindu Meitei, the
miseries of the Naga
Movement, history of Naga
Kuki conflict, forcible merger
of Manipur with India etc.
I have written that the
Meiteis have realized their
mistake of practicing
untouchable. It showed the
humility of the Meitei for
reconciliation with Naga, Kuki
and Panghal. Almost all the
Meitei Hindus also worship
“Umanglai and Sanamahi”
and therefore, there is no
question of pitting one
against the other.
I have not stated in my article
that the New Kuki tribes are

not indigenous people or they
are not our brother or used
the word refugee or foreigner
or have occupied land
belonging to the Nagas. I
have also not written
anything against the
Maharaja of Manipur. The
article was webcasted in the
e-pao.net on 28 August 20
and it may be checked if
required.
The writer has already
assumed that I am a
supporter of the Federation
of Howmee (FoM) and has
not read the article with an
open mind. Therefore, the
writer could not notice the
comments mentioned below
on the Naga movement and
appreciation of the Kukis:
(a)
Naga Movement:
The movement has severely
affected the progress of
Manipur and life of the
people. It has also created
hatred among the various
ethnic groups and a deep
divide between the hill and the
valley.
(b)
Appreciation of
Kukis: I have equated New
Kuki tribes with the brilliant
immigrants who make
America the greatest country
in the world and Parsis who
had migrated to India between
8th and 10th century. However,
I have not elaborated by
mentioning famous Parsis like

JRD Tata, Field Marshal Sam
Manekshaw, Dr. Homi Baba,
Godrej, Ratan Tata, father
of late PM Rajiv Gandhi,
Feroze Gandhi (Parsis –
Wikipedia
https://
en.m.wikipedia.org)
Despite of all the allegations
against me, I am happy to
highlight the positive side
of the article that the Kukis
accepted that we are from
the same common origin.
The Meitei is linguistically
closer to Kuki and they
helped each other in the
past. The Kukis have also
acknowledged the kindness
shown by the Maharaja of
Manipur. However, in
addition to the common
origin, there was also
conversion from one the
ethnic group to another. (P20-24 History of Manipur
Pre-Colonial
period,
Gangmumei Kamei, 2015).
Finally, Mr. Gary Thangboi
Haokip indicated that the
Kukis are keen to maintain
the integrity of the State.
It implies that the best of
the young minds, Kuki
youths, are now working to
preserve the integrity of our
Motherland, Manipur.
(The writer is a retired
Captain, NM, Indian Navy.
He can be reached at
Email:
bimollaishram@gmail.com)
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Manipur Film Journalists and
Critics Association Award to
be given to the best Manipuri
Feature Film Annually
IT News
Imphal, Sept 9:
Manipur Film Journalists
and Critics Association
will introduce the Manipur
Film Journalists and
Critics Association Award
to be given to the Best
Man ipur i Fe atur e Fi lm
annually. The award will
carry a cash prize with
memento. It was decided
in the me eti ng o f t he
members of the Manipur
Film Journalists and
Critics Association held
yesterday at the State
Informatio n Centre,
Palace Gate Imphal with
Man indra Konsam, the
Pr e s i d e n t
of
the
Association in the chair.
Manindra
Ko nsam
expressed his happiness
on the growth of
Manipuri cinema in the
production sector in the
ye ar 20 19. A s per t he
report received from the
Ce nt ra l Boa rd o f Fi lm
Certi fication,
12
Manipuri feature films

n a m e l y,
Ningthiba
Nonglik pr oduced by
G u r u m a y u m
K r i s h n a k u m a r,
Eikhoishibu Kanano by
Yumnam Brojen Singh,
Nongphadok Lalqa Atithi
by
DDK
Guwahati,
Pa n d a m A m a d a
by
Konsam
Sar oja,
Kor ounganba-3
by
Chandam Yaima Dev i ,
Mr. Mangal by Longjam
Sanamacha Devi, Ei Actor
Natte by Rodika Mutum,
Eerei by Sorenshangbam
Herojit Singh, Chaphu by
Rk Bikramjit Singh,
Chanu
IPS- 2
by
K h u r a i j a m
L i n t h o i n ga m b i C ha n u,
Eigi Kona by Konjengbam
Sushi la Leima
and
Education
Da
Mai
onsillase by Rojendrakar
Nong thomba
were
produced.
The meeting also decided
to
honour
three
filmm akers
namely
Oinam Goutam, Ajit
Yu m n a m a n d M a i b a m
Amarjit whose films

namely Pandam Amada,
Eikhoysibu Kanao and,
Hig hways
of
Life
( D o c u m e n t a r y )
respectively took part in
many international film
f e st i v a l s a n d b r o u g h t
laur el o f M an ip ur T he
meeting also decided to
organise a series of
w e b i n a r s ,
masterclasses, group
disc ussions etc. on
Manip uri
cinemato
accelarate the growth
ofManipuri film industry
the promotion of good
f i lm c u lt u r e an d t o
maintain a vibrant film
medium in the State.
The meeting ended with
the resolution that the
Association will extend all
possible helps and wisdom
to the film producers,
f i l m e x h i b i t o r s , f , lm
d i s t r i b u t o r s a nd f i lm
makers and technicians
f o r o v e r a ll g r o w t h o f
Manipuri Cinema which
will celebrate its Golden
Jubilee from the 9ft April,
2021.

CM launches e-office file
management system
IT News
Imphal, Sept 9:
Chief Minister N. Biren
Si ngh lau nch ed t he eOffice File Management
Syst e m o f t he S t at e
Gov e rn m en t
ha v in g
do mai n n ame ht tp s: //
eofficemanipur.nic.in in a
f unc t io n he ld i n th e
C ab i net Hal l o f C h ief
M in i ste r’s Sec r et a r iat
t od ay. CA F an d P D
M in i ste r Sh r i K a ram
Shy am,
Fo r e st
and
Environment Minister Shri
Awangbow Newmai, Chief
Sec r eta r y Dr. R a j es h
K um ar a nd o th er hig h
ranking officials of the
State Government were
a lso pr e sen t a t th e
occasion.
Speaking at the function,
the Chief Minister said
that the officials of the
St ate Gove rnmen t a re
capable to handle complex
tasks in tough situations
under pressure. In the
past three and half years,
the Chief Minister said, he
had experienced many
insta nce s w he rei n t he
o ff i c ia l s o f t he S t at e
Government had handled
many difficult situations
with an ease. Shri N. Biren
Singh said that he has full
satisfaction with their
capability and hard work,
stating that the initiation
of e-Office, which would
b ri n g t r an spa r enc y i n
g ov er na nce , i s th e
outcome of their hard
work. He expressed hope
that it would ensure timely
release of official files and
corruption-free
governance. He however
advised the officials to
w or k
wi t h
b et te r
coordination among them.
N. Biren Singh said that
the Government has also

instituted CM’s Award for
Goo d Go v er n anc e t o
recognize and reward DCs,
S ec r et a r iat o f fi c e rs,
HoDs, Chief Engineers,
etc. for the good works
they perform. Stating that
Pri m e M i ni st er S hr i
N ar end r a M o di had
r ec e n tly
a n no u nced
‘Mission Karmayogi’ with
t he o bj ect i v e t o b e
responsive to citizens’
needs, the Chief Minister
said that the new award
would also help in this
objective.
The e-Office application
w il l ensur e m o v in g
towards functioning of
Government offices with
less paper and ushering in
more efficient, effective
and transparent intergovernment and intragovernment transactions
and processes.
The first e-file for the
State was moved on 11th
June 2020 at 10:43 PM.
The e- Offi ce w ill be
introduced in a phase-wise
manner in all Departments
of the State Government
as well as in all the 16
districts of the State. 48
Departments including
major Departments such
as Finance, Home, Health,
Forest and Environment,
GAD, DP, PWD, Wa ter
Resources, etc. have been
on-boarded. So far, 509
users have been enrolled
on e-Office and 590 edaks and 385 e-files have

been created and moved
on e-office respectively.
Chief Minister’s office and
many Cabinet Minister’s
offices are already onboarded.
Movements of physical
f ile s an d d a ks w il l
gradually cease to exist in
Government offices. By
th e en d o f Nov em be r,
2020, e-Office will be fully
implemented and further
envisaged that by the end
o f Dec e mb er 2 020,
Manipur Government will
be on a Digital Platform
and 100% paperless as it
w ou l d c o v er all th e
Departments.
A ga p a na ly si s o f IT
I nf r a st r uc t ur e
fo r
successful roll out of eOff i c e w as do n e i n
c on sult a ti o n w it h al l
Departments. Based on
the gap analysis, Digital
S ig na tur e Ce rt i fi cate s
(DSC), Desktop, Scanner,
Printers would be provided
to
Gov ern m en t
em plo yees. Ad dit ion al
funding would be sought to
meet the requirement of
fund.
Further, Laptop Policy is
being drafted which will
provide Laptop to all the
Gov e r nm ent o ff i c er s
guided by this policy. This
w il l enc our age th e
Government employees to
work remotely during the
travel and tour or work
from home during possible
pandemic like situation.
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CM vows to bring development
in Chandel District
IT News
Imphal, Sept. 9:
Chief Minister N. Biren
Singh said that let us make
a collective effort to bring
a positiv e change and
overall development in
Chandel district. This was
sta t e d b y hi m a t the
b le ssin g ce r e mo n y o f
w id e nin g
an d
str e n gt h e ni n g o f tw o
laning with hard shoulder
of Pallel to Chandel road
t hr o ug h
v i deo
co nf er en cin g at C hi ef
M in i ste r’s S ec r et a r ia t

today.
Speaking at the function,
Chief Minister said that
the significance of the
blessing ceremony is to
convey the message to the
p eo p l e
t ha t
th e
government is working for
the welfare of its people.
He appealed to the people
o f t h e d ist r ic t t o co operate and support the
d ev e lop m en t a l w o rk s
being undertaken in the
district and not to create
a ny o bst ru c t io n an d
d ist urb a nc e t o
an y
developmental work. He

advised the Construction
company to compete the
work within one year and
maintain quality control in
the construction of the
project.
The Chief Minister also
announced that the long
awaited Chandel District
Sports Stadium/Complex
w ou l d b e in au gu r a te d
soon. Mentioning that the
BJP led government has
u nd e r ta ken
v ar i ous
developmental works in
the statem he assured that
t he g ov e rn me nt w il l
continue to work for the

welfare of the people.
C i ti n g
v a r io u s
developmental projects,
Chief Minister said that
most projects including
wom en
m arke ts
constructed in various hills
districts were completed
before stipulated time.
Chairman of ADC Chandel
D. Ringo Lamkang, Chief
Se cret ary Dr. Rajesh
Kumar, Principal Secretary
P.
Vaip hei,
Dep uty
Com missioner
(i /c)
Chandel Ksh. Sidhart and
others attended the
function.

LIC IPO: Government may go for 25%
stake sale in insurer
IT Correspondent,
New Delhi, Sept 9:
The Union government is
likely to sell up to 25 per
cent stake in Life Insurance
Corporation of India (LIC)
in one or more tranches
and under the deal the
government is expected to
fetch sizable money.
The Department
of
Financial Services under the
Union finance ministry has
floated a draft cabinet note
for stake sale in LIC to the
ministries concerned, SEBI,
IRDA and NITI and the
dilution of government
shareholding from 100
percent to 75 percent in LIC
in one or more tranches has
been proposed
In initial phase, the
government will press
ahead
with
a
10
percent stake sale and the
remaining stake sale will be
done in more than one
tranches. That is because
the guidelines of capital

markets regulator SEBI
require that within three
years of listing, the
minimum
public
shareholding should be at
least 25 percent.
During the stake sale, the
government is likely to
incentivise the participation
of retail investors by
providing up to 10 percent
discount. This discount may
be offered to the employees
of LIC, too. Up to 5 per cent
shares, may be reserved for
retail investors and
employees. However, the
final decision on reservation
of shares and discount will
be taken by Alternate
Mechanism (a group of
Ministers) that will be
formed after cabinet
approval.
The IPO of LIC is expected
to contribute a huge chunk
to the gov ernment’s
budgeted disinvestment
kitty of Rs 2.10 lakh crore
this fiscal and the retail
investors are also expected

to get bonus and IPOdiscount.
It may be recalled that in
the 2020-21 budget, Union
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman had announced
the government’s plan to
sell a part of its stake in LIC
by way of IPO.
The
gov ernment
is
expected to hire Deloitte
Touche Tohmatsu India
and SBI Capital Markets for
the LIC’s IPO. The advisers
will help evaluate the
capital structure of LIC and
will also help the country’s
biggest insurer in reworking
its financial statement.
Listing of companies on
stock exchanges disciplines
the company and provides
access to financial markets
and unlocks its value. It also
gives an opportunity for
retail
inv estors
to
participate in the wealth so
created,” she had said. The
government is looking at
listing the insurer on
domestic bourses in the

January-March quarter of
the current fiscal.
The initial public offering of
Life Insurance Corporation
of India likely to be bigger
as the government plans to
incentiv ise
the
participation of retail
inv estors by offering
discounts and issuing bonus
shares. For this the LIC Act
will be amended.
The same draft Cabinet
proposal will also propose
amendments in LIC Act
1956 before moving ahead
with the stake sale. LIC is
not a company under the
Companies Act, but a
statutory body incorporated
under LIC Act 1956. A total
six amendments have been
proposed in the Act.
According to the current
provision of the Act, LIC is
unable
to
provide
authorised capital, issued
capital
etc.
The
management and board
also will hav e to be
restructured.
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Gandhi, self-help, khadi and
Atmanirbhar Bharat
In an interview with Nirmal
Kumar Bose in November
1934,
Gandhi
said,
“Through khadi we teach
people the art of civil
obedience to an institution
which they have built up for
themselves. Only when
they have learnt that art
can they successfully
disobey something which
they want to destroy in the
non-violent way. This is why
I should advise all workers
not to fritter their fighting
strength in many-sided
battles, but to concentrate
on peaceful khadi work in
order to educate the
masses into a condition
necessary for a successful
practice of nonviolent nonco-operation. With their
own exploitation, boycott
of foreign cloth through
picketing may easily be
violent; through the use of
khadi it is most natural and
absolutely non-violent.”
The khadi movement was
a campaign to help the
masses
solve
unemployment problem

with a stress on removal of
pov erty with people’s
involvement. For him the
khadi
mov ement
symbolised unity among the
people. Gandhi asked every
Indian to do spinning at
least one hour every day as
sacrifice to his county, as
duty towards the poor. He
knew millions of Indians
were either unemployed or
underemployed and khadi
movement could save the
poor from being exploited
by the rich. Khadi was a
passion for him. Gandhi
took a vow not to take his
food untill he spun for half
an hour every day. He even
employed an expert spinner
to teach spinning to those
living in his ashram. It is
said that the sound of a
humming wheel soothed
Gandhi when he was
convalescing from an
illness.
We often come across
pictures of the great Indian
leader using a spinning
wheel seated on a dais.
Once after having a long

talk
with
Gandhi,
Rabindranath Tagore told
him that he must have
wasted his time. Gandhi
replied: “No. I have been
spinning away without a
break in the conversation.
For every minute I spin, I
feel that I am adding to the
nation’s wealth. If one crore
spin for an hour every day,
we would add Rs. 50,000
each day to the national
wealth. The spinning wheel
is not meant to oust a
single man or woman from
his or her occupation.”
The masses and their basic
needs were at the centre of
Gandhi’s activities. Long
before India’s he pointed
out the significance of the
basic strength of the
masses in building up the
nation’s
prosperity.
According to him every
man has an equal right to
the necessaries of life and
all must hav e equal
opportunities.
Gandhi wanted to make the
villages self-reliant with the
help of Khadi and Charkha.

The coronavirus pandemic
has shown that the revival
of cottage industries is
crucial if we are to solve
economic distress for the
teeming millions who have
gone out of work. As the
prime minister said the
country should view
the Covid-19 crisis as an
opportunity to achieve
economic self-reliance.
Experts said that Gandhi
had the foresight to believe
that
the
national
movement to free the
country from the yoke of
colonial rule, which was
impoverishing the people,
could be achieved only if
economic self-sufficiency of
the masses grew. The hand
woven cloth is relevant as
a symbol of Gandhi’s
concept of Swadeshi and
self-reliance.
Let’s hope that his thought
“Our greatest ability as
humans is not to change the
world; but to change
ourselves” continues to
inspire us in the midst of
COVID-19 pandemic.
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