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Tension grips at Maram after AR troopers Prez, VP, PM pay tributes to
arrest alleged NSCN-IM cadre;
former President Dr S Radha
NH blocked, over 50 loaded trucks stranded

IT News
Imphal, Sept. 5:
Tension grips Maram town
today after a large number
of people from the area
protest in front of 34
Assam Rifles post at
Maram demanding the
release of a person
arrested by the AR troops
in connection
with
extortion for the armed
group NSCN-IM, which is
presently engaging in peace
talks with the government
of India. During the
protest, all v ehicular
movement along the
National High way has been
put on halt and as per a
report, around 50 loaded
trucks and some other
passenger vehicles coming
towards Imphal have been
stranded at Mao gate.
According to Assam Rifles
source, the person
identified as Salew Hepuni
(40), S/o Salew Mao of
Songsong Village, Mao Gate
is a member of the NSCN-

Krishnan on his birth
anniversary

Agency
New Delhi, Sept 5:

IM and is in charge of
extortion for the outfit at
Mao gate. The source said
that the arrested person
had also confessed his
activ ities and the AR
recovered an extortion
amount (Rs. 80,000) with
slips.
However, local of Maram

Village and the CSOs of
Senapati district denied
Assam Rifles’ claim and
said that Hepuni, the
person arrested by a team
of 34 AR headed by one
Major Arun at around 3 am
today is a native of
Songsong village and has
been falsely accused as
underground cadre. The
CSO and locals alleged that
the Assam Rifles team had
snatched a sum of Rs.
50,000/- from one Rakuyop
from SOngsong village.
The arrested person has
been taken at 34 AR

Battalion at Maram from
the Mao gate.
Till late hour the arrested
person has been kept in the
custody of 34 AR as tension
remains high among the
people who were staffing
protest demanding the
release of the arrested
person. The police team
rushed the site but could
not control the protestors.
The protestors used
placards demanding the
immediate release of Salew
Hepuni stating that he was
an innocent man. Other
placards with slogans such
as “Assam Rifles Enemy’s
of the Hill People” and “We
demand Immediate Release
of the Civilian” were also
displayed by the protestor
while blocking the road.

President Ram Nath Kovind
has gr eete d teache rs
across the country on the
occasion of Teachers’ Day.
In his message, Mr Kovind
said, Dr. Radhakrishnan,
also
a
r enow ned
philosopher, defined the
role of the teacher as
someone who acts not only
as an educator but also as
a moral mentor and imbues
values among students.
The President said, it is
with sheer perseverance
and pat ience that a
teacher helps students
comprehend the rich legacy
of our culture. He said,
ideal teachers consistently
enc ourage stu dents to
pursue this objective and
realize their goals. He said,
this is the precise reason
why the ‘Guru-Shishya’
tradition holds special
rev eren ce in Ind ian
culture.
He expressed hope that
we continue to be guided
by our sagacious teachers
and build a future of this
great nation.

The President extended
warm greetings to the
community of teachers
and wished them great
su ccess
in
their
endeavours in the making
of
an
enlig hten ed
community of students
who will lead our country
to great glory in the days
to come.
Meanwhile, President Ram

Nath Kovind paid homage
to
Dr
Sarv epal li
Radhakrishnan, former
President of India on his
bi rth anni versary at
Rashtrapati Bhavan today.
The President and officials
of Rashtrapati Bhavan paid
floral tributes in front of
the por trai t of Dr
Radhakrishnan.
(Contd. on Page 4)

AMSU enquiry report on the
lapses of awarding CM’s Medal
to police personnel
Memorandum submitted to Governor
to direct strict action against rapists

IT News
Imphal, Sept 5:

All Manipur Student’s Union
(AMSU) has written a letter
to the Director General of
Police , Manipur to make
the enquiry report for
lapses in the awarding of
Chief Minister’s Medal to
police personnel to public
domain.
In the letter it is stated that
a three member committee
headed by an IGP has been
constituted on August 16,
2020 to inquire into
the lapses in connection
with the proposal for award
for Chief Minister’s Medal
submitted by SP Imphal
East District in respect of
sub-inspector
Mr.
Bheishamayum Debson
Singh, Imphal East, who has
been awarded Chief
Minister’s Police Medal for
Gallantry on the occasion of

Independence Day of 15
August 2020.
The order categorically
mentioned that “the
committee shall submit its
report to the undersigned
within one week without
fail”.
All Manipur Students’ Union
(AMSU) also made a
representation to the
Governor of Manipur urging
her intervention to ensure
that a High Level Inquiry
Committee headed by a
p er son no le ss th a n a
retired Judge of the High
Court be constituted and
mandated to inquire into
the following three critical
issues.
The letter question on how
a terminated/suspended
poli ce personnel, who
h av e pa st c ri m i na l
a nt e ce d ent s,
w er e
r ei n st a t ed in t o t h ei r
services and subsequently

rise up in their services to
get gallantry award.
“As almost three weeks
have lapsed since your
order, your good office must
have received the inquiry’
report. AMSU also hopes
that the above stated
three i ssu e s are duly
covered in the said report”,
the letter mentioned.
It added that the general
public is eagerly waiting to
see its findings.
AMSU urged the DGP to
release
the
report
immediately saying that if
the report is not kept in
public
domain
A M S U w o u l d b e
constrained to lack other
legitimate action in public
interest,
including
submission
of
memorandum to the Prime
Minister and Union Home
Minister in the next one
week.

Loktak Downstream project
constitute a disrespect and rejection
of the prolonged demands of the
indigenous peoples - CRA
IT News
Imphal, Sept 5:
The Centre for Research and
Advocacy Manipur (CRA) has
expressed serious concern
with the Power purchasing
Agreement (PPA) signed
between the Government of

Manipur and Loktak
Downstream Hydroelectric
Corporation Limitid,- a
joint venture of National
Hydroelectric
Power
Corporation Ltd (NHPC) and
Manipur Government to
construct the 66 MW Loktak
Downstream Hydroelectric

Project on September 1,
2020.
A statement said that NHPC
envisaged to utilize water
discharged from the Loktak
Project from its Leimatak
Power Station for Loktak
Downstream project.
(Contd. on Page 4)

IT News
Imphal, Sept 5:
The United Women Rights
Defenders (UWRD) has
submitted a memorandum
to the governor of Manipur
Dr.Smt. Najma Heptulla,
drawing her attention to
the alleged gang rape and
murder of a 14 years old
gir l at a pla ce un der
Ma yang Imp hal Poli ce
station.
The memorandum stated
that the minor girl was
kidnapped on September 1
by 5 people led by Phusam
Majja Khan s/o Sikender

Ali of Heibongmakhong
Lei kai under May ang
Imphal Police Station. Mr.
Md. Salim s/o Md. Majahar
of Hei bongmakh ong is
suspected to be the son of
the brother -in-law of the
MLA of the a rea who
brought two rapists to the
police and surrendered. For
a long time police find it
difficult to arrest rapists
because of such act of
organized crime.
It said that the child was
systematically and
inhumanly tortured, raped
repeatedly by 5 persons.
The UWRD urged the

Manipur’s Education Minister handing over awards to
teachers on ocasion of Teachers Day

governor of Manipur to give
strict directives to the SP
of I/W and OC of Mayang
Imphal to register the case
under POCSO Act and also
to register the case under
CrPc - Ss 372 and 377(IPC)-Ss 364 A and 34 of
kidnapping and under
section 376 of the IPC in
connection with the brutal
incident.
The organization also
urged the governor to
direct the Social Welfare
Minister to prov ide
immediate relief and
compensation to the
victim family directly, not

through some or any other
organization and provide
rehabilitation for the victim
family.
It also urged the governor
to communicate and meet
the Prime Minister and
Union Home Minister of
India to commission a
committee with three
persons including women
Chair by one retired Justice
of Supreme Court of India
to
make
strategic
assessment of cases of
rape, rape and murder and
serious case of crime
against women in Manipur
at the earliest.

NEFIS holds protest demonstration
against gangrape of a minor in Manipur!
IT News
Imphal, Sept. 5:
North-East Forum for
International Solidarity
(NEFIS) activists today held
a Protest Demonstration
against the gangrape of a
minor in Manipur.
A statement said that in the
protest held at Yarelpat in
Imphal East, the protestor
maintained proper physical
distancing norms and
safety precautions. The
protestors raised slogans
against the brutal rape and
rising incidents of violence

against women in the state.
On Monday, a 14 year old
minor girl was allegedly
gangraped and found
unconscious by the roadside
in Imphal West. She was
initially taken to Mayang
Imphal Public He al th
Centre, whence she was
referred to RIMS. However,
she passed away at the
Intensive Care Unit of the
hospital on Thursday, due
to excessive bleeding. The
inc ident poin ts to an
increase in incidents of
brutal c rimes agai nst
women in recent years in

Man ipur and in the
country.
“It
hig hlights
the
hol lowness
of
governments’ promises
and claims of ensuring
safety for women, when in
reality the atr ocit ies
against women have seen
an upward climb across
the country and in the
state. It only attests to the
fact that women’s safety is
just a vacuous slogan for
the governments, which
are least concerned about
it”, the NEFIS said.
As of now, 4 suspects have

been arrested.
The NEFIS demanded
immediate arrest of all the
perpetrators and to ensure
justice to the deceased
rape victim. It also
demanded the state
government to implement
policies and programmes
aimed at curbing violence
and crimes against women
and ensuring their safety.
“NEFIS pledges to fight
against
women’s
oppression and would
launch further protests if its
demands are not met”, the
statement added.
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Henry Louis Vivian Derozio and Teachers’
Day, 2020 – a Reflection

Heat of the Internet
The availability of data/internet at cheap rates has
revolutionized the technology scene in India. Many are now
able to avail the various services that the World Wide Web has
to offer. Earlier, internet access was only limited to desk top
Computer users but with the coming of affordable Smartphones,
majority of the people is now connected to the internet. But as
they say every coin has its two sides, good and ugly, even these
all good internet loved by many has many downsides too.
Many are using social media like Facebook, Instagram and
Twitter like never before. Whether it is expressing their
happiness or grievances, many use these platforms as a medium
of expression. Also, many people use these platforms to
promote their business as it has wider reach as compared to
traditional medium like Newspaper or television. With its wider
reach, many crimes relating to the use of internet have
increased drastically. Whether it may be Cyber Bullying,
Phishing, Financial fraud or other crimes, many are starting to
bear the heat of it. It has become a trend in Manipur to mock
someone and troll them, when someone makes some mistakes
in their social media post. This act of trolling is good for some
to gain publicity but it can have negative impact for some.
Cases of posting obscene pictures of someone in social media
or circulating it on messaging platform are on the rise. Whereas
it is easy for the law enforcement agency to nab the culprit
behind such crime but the damage done to the victim is
irreparable.
Majority of the people using internet in Manipur do not
have much know-how of being secure in the World Wide Web
to prevent such crimes from happening. One need to
understand that whatever being posted in the Internet, whether
the individual deleted it or not, is always there residing at
some corner of the world and it has been rightly said “The
Internet never forgets”.
In this regard, the Cyber Crime Department of Manipur is
somewhat proactive in pursuing reported crimes. However,
there is a need of creating awareness among the general masses
and the concerned authority should raise more awareness about
the perils of Technology if used in the wrong side, among the
youth to prevent any unwanted crimes. As of now, there are
not much awareness programme being initiated by any
concerned, whatsoever. Also, the Indian Information Technology
Act, 2000 is also quite outdated and it needs to be updated
keeping in mind the current scenario. The IT Act 2000 is quite
ambiguous and doesn’t have any provisions of new type of
crimes that can be executed with the help of Information
Technology. Whatever the case may be, we should try to imbibe
only the good things that the internet has to offer and take its
advantages rather than going downhill.

Acknowledging the challenges,
hardships, and the special role
played by the teachers in the
society, Teachers’ Day is observed
on the 5th of September of every
year in India to commemorate the
birth anniversary of Dr. Sarvepalli
Radhakrishnan, who was a
believer in education. Dr.
Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan was a
well-known diplomat, scholar,
President of India, and above all,
a teacher. Teachers’ Day is
celebrated to respect and honour
the teachers in India and across
the world. Emphasizing the
changing role of teachers in the
backdrop of NEP 2020, the Hon’ble
Prime Minister very rightly said
“When a Teacher learns, a Nation
leads”.
As part of Teachers’ Day
celebration, on 5th September,
2020, the University Grants
Commission (UGC) has made plan
to run the following hashtag(#)
campaign on twitter/Facebook/
Instagram and other social media:
#ourteachersourheroes and
#teachersfromindia. (UGC) has
also urged universities and colleges
across the country to organize
programmes by following
government protocols on social
distancing
or
through
videoconferencing to honour
retired teachers who have made
significant contributions in the
growth and development of
students and the institution.
What the Hon’ble Prime Minister
referred to above may be
construed as acknowledgement of
the role teachers played in nationbuilding. It is not only the facts and
facts that ought to be delivered to
the students, but also rationality,
humanism, scientific spirit and
critical thinking which are much
more important in shaping all
round development of a student as
a responsible individual and

By-Kakchingtabam Ruhinikumar Sharma
responsive citizen in future.
Besides it is the moral
responsibility of the teachers to
see that students are imbued with
the nationalistic spirits rooted in
rich cultural heritage of the nation.
Since India is a large country of
varying regions, religions,
language and culture the role of the
teachers in shaping the future of
students become more crucial and
important.
In this context, the present
writer being a student of history
for more than three decades would
like to share to our young readers
the role played by an organisation
called Young Bengal under the
leadership of Henry Louis Vivian
Derozio in heralding the
renaissance in Bengal in particular
and India in general. Though shortlived, the Young Bengal movement
was influential in widening the
weltanschauung of a section
Bengali youths who were to play a
greater role in national life in the
later years.
The leader of this new movement
was none other than Henry Louis
Vivian Derozio (18 April 1809 – 26
December 1831), a Calcutta born
Eurasian of Portuguese-Indian
ancestry, whose father was an
officer in an English mercantile
firm. Apart from his interest in
literature and philosophy, he had
deep faith in the French revolution
and English radicalism. He
completed his school education at
the early age of 14. In 1823, he
became a clerk in an English firm
at Bhagalpore. In 1827, he came
to Calcutta and took up journalism
and literature. Derozio was closely
associated with a number of
journals viz., the India Gazette,
the Calcutta Literary Gazette, the
Bengal Annual and the
Kaleidoscope. In 1827, he was
appointed
an
Assistant

Headmaster in the Hindu College.
In 1828, he was promoted to the
post of a lecturer in English
literature and history. As a teacher,
he earned the admiration, loyalty
and devotion of his pupils. His
lectures were so attractive that not
only the students of his own class
but the students of the senior
classes also attended them. In
addition to lectures, he had
discussions with students where
ideas
were
exchanged.
Occasionally, he also gave lectures
on morals and literature at the
David Hare’s School too.
However sooner than later,
Derozio was accused of having
corrupted the minds of the
students of the college. The
orthodox Hindu parents of the time
combined to demand his removal
from the college. The governing
body of the Hindu College
eventually bowed to the wishes of
the orthodox parents on the ground
of pure expediency. The
explanation given by the governing
body on the decision to dismiss
Derozio was “founded upon the
expediency of yielding to popular
clamours, the justice of which it
is not incumbent on them to
investigate.”The basic charge
against Derozio was that he did not
believe in God and his teachings
tended to create a spirit of revolt
and an irreligious frame of mind
among the boys. Derozio defended
himself in these words: “I have
never denied the existence of a
God in the hearing of any human
being. If it be wrong to speak at
all upon such a subject, I am guilty,
but I am neither afraid nor
ashamed to confess having stated
the doubts of philosophers upon
this head, because I have also
stated the solution of these
doubts. Is it forbidden anywhere
to argue upon such a question? If

so, it must be equally wrong to
adduce an argument upon either
side. What a spirited reply Derozio
had given.
Derozio had a passionate love for
his country, which is India. He
revolted against the fallen state of
affairs in India. He delved into
history to discover the ancient
glories of India. He wrote patriotic
verse, unusual in one from his
community and one of them runs
as follows:
TO INDIA—MY NATIVE LAND
My country! in thy day of glory
past
A beauteous halo circled round
thy brow,
And worshipped as a deity thou
wast.
Where is that glory, where that
reverence now?
Derozio has been compared to
Socrates. Like Socrates, he
pursued what was right with
single-minded devotion. Like
Socrates, he had the gift to inspire
youngmen with enthusiasm in
search of truth. Like Socrates, he
was accused of misguiding the
youth and like Socrates, he
suffered. He was dismissed from
service. By their integrity, dignified
conduct and conscientiousness
coupled with intellectual ability, the
pupils of Derozio enhanced selfrespect and elevated the moral
stature of society. They were men
of honour in whom the nationalist
sentiment, the love of the country,
first
manifested
itself.
Generations of Indians continued
to be influenced by the ideas of a
maverick teacher called Henry
Louis Vivian Derozio, which clearly
shows the important role played by
the teachers in the making and
unmaking of a society or nation.
******* The writer can be
contacted at
kruhinikumar@gmail.com.

Teachers’ Dignity and National Education Policy (NEP) 2020
By Surjit S Thokchom*
We celebrate Teachers’ Day
on 5th September every year. It
fa lls on t he b irth day of
Sarvepalli Radha Krishnan.
Incidentally, the 5th September
is also a birthday of Shri JP Naik
who was an educationist par
exc ellen ce, a Cru sader of
Emancipative Education. My
deep respect for both of them!
The teachers today can be
categorized into three broad
categories: Government school
teacher s, Pa ra t each ers
sup port ed by gov ernm ent
schemes, and Private school
te ache rs. Priv ate scho ol
teachers work hard but paid
very less, the para teacher too
is less paid with no social
sec urit y me asur es. The
Government school teachers
are well paid comparatively, welleducated, and well-secured but
their dignity and accountability
are at stake as the performance
of government schools is far less
than the popular expectation.
We are now having a Cabinet
Approved National Policy of
Education (NEP) 2020 which we
believe, will be tabled in the
Parliament for further debate
and discussion, and finally, it will
become a policy: ready for
implementation after gazette
notification. In NEP 2020, there

ar e tw o chapte rs d evot ed
entire ly t o Te ache rs a nd
Teachers’ Education. But there
are several recommendations in
almost all the chapters that have
direct implications to the life
and works of teachers of all
kinds.
There are several types of
teachers as per NEP 2020: (i) the
Aanganwadi workers who now
will be called ECCE Teachers with
6 months or 1 -year online
Tra ining dependin g on xii
passed or below xii class, (ii)
Peer group teachers who will be
wor king unde r a trai ned
teacher,(iii) Volunteers in much
lar ger numbers t han the
teachers, who will now be
con duct ing
Found atio nal
Literacy and Numeracy Class
under National Mission for
Fou ndati onal Lite racy and
Numeracy, (iv) Master Experts
who will take a class on local
knowledge and local vocational
skills, (v) TET/NTA qualified
teachers, (vii) one Sanskrit
Teacher for every school who
will teach Sanskrit through
SSS(Simple Standard Sanskrit),
(viii) arts, music and crafts
teacher s,
( ix)
spec ial
edu cator s, (x ) v o catio nal
teachers and (xi) teachers’
Leaders. All these teachers will
be subjected to a new system
called NEP 2020 provided it goes
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through the parliamentary
debate, notwithstanding the so
much look like already in the
implementation process with a
mere approval by the Cabinet.
The first blo w to the
teaching community is the
par adig m cha nges in the
Teaching-Learning Process. We
were told that a teacher must
be a philosopher, a guide, and
a friend. We were also told in
our D.EL. ED and B. ED Courses
that the teac hers are not
nec essar ily t he source of
knowledge but a facilitator and
children’s mind are not a blank
slate. But the NEP 2020 says that
we are Guru and we must pass
on our knowledge, skills, and
Ethics (5.1). Is this not the
out dated
giv er-r ecei v er
paradigm? It further says that
we must be grounded in Ancient
Indian values and Tradition.
This seems okay if we look at it
superficially but it further says
that we are to teach a Sanskrit
Knowledge System (4.17). Two
sy stem s
th at
are
n ot
compatible with each other: the
western scientific approach to
knowledge generation based on
external verification and the
Sanskrit Knowledge System
which is based on self-testified
authority with no space for
ve rifi cati on b y ex ternal
agencies are not compatible
though both have their own
merit. Within this perspective,
are we going to work with two
dia metr ical ly
o pposite
pedagogical frameworks: one
based on questioning and others
based on submissiveness with
no pinch of doubt? Is it doable?

Attempt to force a child to
engage in both systems will
stress the cognitive apparatus
of the child too much.
NEP 2020 concludes that small
sc hool s ar e ec onom ically
suboptimal and operationally
complex to run the good schools
(7.1-7.3). So, it is to be clubbed
into one School Complex within
a distance of 5-10 kilometres.
This means that many small
schools will be closed down.
This is called Rationalization by
the Policy. So large numbers of
para teachers are to be out of
the jobs. And those of us who
are permanent or confirmed
post holders, we are to move
from school to school both in
private and gov ernment at
least within the campus in the
name of sharing the human
resources. And our immediate
boss as a teacher of the school
complex will be the Principal of
the Secondary school of the
Complex. This Principal can be
eit her a Pri ncip al o f a
Government school or a Private
school. That means sooner or
later, some government school
teachers will be working under
t he c om m and of a y o un g
Private school head. How can
it be? How can a private school
t eac h er b e t h e h ead o f a
Government school? My dear
friends, under NEP 2020, all
schools including Private and
State Government-run schools
will be assessed and credited
on the same criteria (except
scho ol r un by cen t ra l
government) (8.3, 8.7). There
w il l b e n o p r efe r ent ia l
treatment for the government

teachers but there is good news
for our friends who work in
private schools. Now he or she
will get preferential treatment
(8.7). There will be resource
sharing of one private school
and one government school in
the name of twining & (best)
practices of Private school will
be
inst ituti onal ised
in
Government schools (7.10).
There is every possibility that
some of the private school
teachers will be getting higher
sa lari es t han gov e rnme nt
teachers. NEP 2020 now allows
collecting any amount of fees
however high or low arbitrarily
provided it is disclosed in the
SSSA website and it is allowed
to collect surplus provided it will
be reinvested into education
(8.7). Is it bad or good? Each
one of us hav e to ponder;
whatever, the worse is going to
happen for the government
sc hool
teacher s.
T he
commitment of the Department
of School Education (DSE) is now
truncated and its support is
limited to short term (1 year)
or long terms (3- 5 years)
financial, human, physical
(7.9). DSE’s role is limited to
mon itori ng
and
pol icy
imp leme ntat ion with no
jurisdiction in accreditation,
cu rric ulum , and re sour ce
provisioning (8.5). DSE is a
paper tiger under NEP 2020!!!
Do we need a State Education
Minister? Time will tell us! A day
is not far that many school
teachers who were fortunate
because you were not a part of
pushed out Para teachers in the
process of rationalization for

school complex will now be
under pressure to resign and
join a private school. Over a
short period of visible future,
the government school teacher
with high quality will be reappointing at a much higher
salary in a high fee-paying
private school. And NEP 2020
removes the word “free” from
the policy perspective and
replaces it with “affordable”.
So, budget Private schools will
b e c o nv e r te d in t o a n
a ff o r da b le sch o ol w it h
mediocre teachers. What will
happen to government school
teachers? God knows!!!
It is said that Transfer will
b e u nd e r a c o m pu t er i ze d
system of transfer based of
Merit-based Tenure (5.17) and
teacher’s career progression
will be with no incentive in the
name of equality of all teachers
from Foundational level to
Sec o nd ary le v el ( 5. 1 8) ,
Promotion and salary will be
b ase d
on
N P ST
an d
performance appraisal, not in
seni or i ty. Te a ch ers ar e
necessary to remember Art 51A
(fundamental duties) but not
necessarily fundamental Right.
On one side, it is said that
sta nd- a lon e
Teac h e r’s
Education Institute will be shut
down and on other sides, it
says that Teachers’ Education
pr ogr amme wi ll be a s p er
projection. (5.12, 5:29). As per
NEP 2020, there will be multiple
pathways for children who are
out of mainstream education
for whatever reason including
SEDG children. (3.5).
Contd. on Page 3
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Rapism even during
the Pandemic

By Richard Huidrom
Many of us are suffering
with anxiety and stress issue
due to the pandemic. The
virus has been spreading like
wildfire globally for the past
few months although
Manipur just started burning
up recently. There has been
on and off lockdown ever
since the month of March. It
is much of an obvious fact
that everyone is suffering
and amidst all this situation
a young 16 year old teenager
died after she was raped by
her boyfriend and his friends
on Thursday 3rd September.
The girl is informed to be
from Mayang Imphal. She
was found unconscious near
the locality. Unfortunately
she was unable to be saved
and passed away at ICU
ward,RIMs.
As hearing the news many
people out there will be
shaken up and start
informing their daughters
and sisters to be vigilant of
such situation and men. Once
again blaming the victim
instead of the rapist has
been internalize. The fact
that the situation has been
internalized can been seen in
every local household. This
obnoxious behaviour has
outgrown the mindset of
people helps in the
continuation of similar
events. This 16 year old girl
raped case has also a very
close re-enactment of the

Disha’s gang rape case
which
happened
in
Hyderabad in 2019 and also
to Nirbhaya’s case of 2012.
The rape culture is actually
an
expression
of
brutalization of our culture.
It has it’s own roots. It
started out at the time of our
birth when we came out from
our mother wombs with
different sex organ. The sex
and gender which has
different meanings is very
much underestimated by the
people and society. The
ignorance of the society has
outgrown ever since. We
have been told by our mother
and father, and even in
schools the norms of being
a boy and a girl in the society.
Unknowingly we have
accepted the awkward
relation of men-women and
internalize it within
ourselves.
We can also see that
manhood in our culture is
defined on how much abusive
control and dominant power
that a man has over his
woman; and those who actually
treats woman and other
equally are told be impotent.
This barbaric cultural notion
needs to be clean out.
It is a very high time
where everyone needs to
indulge with zero tolerance
of abuse of women at home
and at public domain. Antiwoman abusive culture is a
barbaric act and no women
deserves it.

Contd. from Page 2
Teachers’ Dignity ......
T h ese
mu l t ip l e
p at h w ay s v i z Op en,
Onl i n e,
Vo c at i o na l
Education, do not need
t eac h er s w i t h B . E d
degree/TET/NTA. What is
the obvious logic? A small
num ber of T ET/N TA
qualified teachers are
needed for 15% population
and the rest of the
population now will be
taught through multiple
pathways and therefore
number of Teachers’
Education Institute should
be decreased accordingly.
There is still one area of
concern. What is our
primary duty? NEP 2020
says that teachers must be
involved
in
school

administration (5.11),
teachers must invest time
in Mid-day meals (5.12). Do
we feel okay with this
additional burden in
addition to going from one
school to another and 50
hours of CPD online or
offline? We as a teacher, as
a Philosopher, a Friend, and
a Guide, are the architect
o f t he f u tur e o f th e
nation. Don’t we think
that it is our obligation to
raise our voice? On this
a usp ic i ous
da y
of
teachers’ day, I appeal to
all teachers, “Speak up
bef ore your sil ence is
m i st ak en
as
an
Endorsement!”. We shall
overcome!!!

*Surjit S Thokchom is based in Shillong at present.
He is a Secretariat Member of All India Forum for
Right to Education (AIFRTE) and Editorial Board
Member of a monthly publication of AIFRTE titled,
“Reconstructing Education”. He has been associating
with an education project in rural khasi hills titled,
“Demonstrating an Alternative Vision of Education”.
He was a member of Institute Advisory Board of North
East Regional Institute of Education (NERIE), Shillong,
a Constituent of NCERT and he was a member of
Position Paper of Work and Education, NCERT. He was
also the official translator of National Curricular
Framework, 2005(NCF 2005) into Manipuri. He can
be reached through ssthokchom@gmail.com.
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Assam Rifles conducts
tree plantation drive
IT News
Imphal, Sept 5:
Troops of Assam Rifles
under the aegis of HQ IGAR
(South)
has
been
conducting a series of Tree
Plantation Driv es in
Tengnoupal and Chandel
District. A statement said
that a total of 4601 saplings
of various types including
fruit bearing plants were
planted at Chandel Town,
Modi, Pallel, Bongyang,
Larong , Machi, Kotal
Khuntak and Moltuk villages
in the last two days.
The statement added that
the major objective of this
drive is to spread awareness
and encourage locals to play
an important role in
prev enting the loss of
biodiversity and preserving
Mother Nature. Chandel
being one of the 255
drought prone districts in
the country, various events

were also earlier organized
by the Chandel Battalion
such as Rain Water
Har vesting, Awareness
lecture and Tree Plantation
drive to spread awareness
on
environment
conserv ation to the
remotest village of Chandel
district.
The statement said that its
Chandel Battalion with the
assistance of Department
of Forest, Chandel,
Tengnoupal and Thoubal
Districts, collected various
fruit bearing saplings from
various nurseries. In this
drive, all ranks of Assam
Rifles and the local
populace
actively
participated and pledged to
improve the ecology and
environment.
The Assam Rifles sought to
raise awareness amongst
the local populace to play
activ e role towards
environment conservation .

Grand Chef Manipur
Session 1 launched

IT News
Imphal, Sept 5:
With a vision to promote
Manipuri Cuisine across
the Globe, Grand Chef
Mani pur Session 1 was
o rga n ise d
by
th e
Blossoming Kid , powered
by WAKHAL on Wednesday.
A launching function of the
competition was held at the
Yum & Hill Coattage ,
Luwangsangbam on the day.
The launching function was

Pak violates
ceasefire
along LoC
Agency
Srinagar, Sept. 5:
In the Union Territory of
Jammu and Kashmir, Pak
A rm y t r o op s i n it i ate d
u npr o v ok ed
an d
indiscriminate firing with
sma ll a r m s a n d he av y
mortar shelling along the
Line of Control in Kirni,
S ha hp ur and De gwa r
sectors of Poonch district
this morning.
Public Relations Officer of
M in i str y o f De f e nc e
Colonel Davinder Anand
said that Pak Army troops
initiated unprovoked and
indiscriminate firing with
small arms and thereafter
resorted to heavy mortar
shelling along the LoC in
Kirni, Shahpur and Degwar
sectors of Poonch district
today at about 0915 hours.
The Indian Army troops,
gaurding the fence are
retaliating befittingly with
e qu a l
c a li b er.
Th e
exchange of fire continued
till reports last came in.

attended by Lourembam
Bireshwar as the Chief
Guest , while Ngangbam
Ghana shy am (K h oi mu )
graced as the Guest of
Honour.
The mission for organizing
such event is to search for
t ale n ts and pr e p ar e
indigenous cuisine with
proper cooking methods
using the right type of
M aj o r
a nd
M i no r
Ingredients, a statement
by the organizer said.
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Six more apps containing
Joker malware removed
from the Google Play Store

IT Correspondent
New Delhi, Sept. 5:
Six more malicious apps
containing Joker malware
have been removed from
the Google Play Store after
being disclosed to Google by
Singapore based Pradeo Pte
Ltd, that the malware has
been plaguing Android users
for the past three years.
The Google
quoting
researchers has stated that
these six apps have
combined total of 200,000
downloads and users who
installed them should delete
them. The sheer number of
attempted submissions to
the Play Store is one of the
reasons it has remained so
successful, with up to 23
different apps submitted a
day during peak times.
Of the six apps uncovered
as delivering Joker, one
called ‘Convenient Scanner
2’ has been downloaded
over 100,000 times alone,
while ‘Separate Doc
Scanner’
has
been
downloaded by 50,000
users. Another app, ‘Safety
AppLock’, claims to
‘protect your privacy’ and
has been installed 10,000
times by unfortunate
victims who will eventually
find that the malicious
download harms, rather
than protects, them.
Besides two more apps
have received 10,000

downloads each – ‘Push
Message-Texting&SMS’ and
‘Emoji Wallpaper’, while
one named Fingertip
GameBox
has
been
downloaded 1,000 times.
The six apps are just the
latest in a long line of
malicious downloads that
the group behind Joker –
also known as Bread – have
attempted to sneak into the
Play Store. As such the
Google has urged users to
remove any of these
applications from their
Android
smartphone
immediately.
A previous blog post by
Google’s Android security
and privacy team describes
Joker as one of the most
persistent threats the Play
Store faces, with the
attackers behind it having
“at some point used just
about every cloaking and
obfuscation technique
under the sun in an attempt
to go undetected”. They
also note that the sheer
number of attempted
submissions to the Play
Store is one of the reasons
it has remained so
successful, with up to 23
different apps submitted a
day during peak times.
Google has removed over
1,700 apps containing
Joker malware from the
Play Store since 2017, but
it keeps re-emerging. In
many cases, the malicious

apps have been able to
bypass the defences of the
Play Store by submitting
clean apps to begin with,
only to add malicious
functionalities at a later
date.
Joker malware pretends to
be a legitimate app in the
Play Store but after
installation conducts billing
fraud by either sending SMS
messages to a premium
rate number or using the
victim’s account to
repeatedly make purchases
using WAP billing, which
also lines the pockets of
Joker’s operators.
The activity occurs behind
the scenes and without any
input required from the
user, meaning they often
won’t find out that they’ve
been scammed until they
receive a phone bill full of
additional charges. These
apps are riddled with
permission requests and
submitted to Google Play by
their developers. They get
approved, published and
installed by users. Once
running on users’ devices,
they
automatically
download malicious code. In
many cases, the malicious
apps have been able to
bypass the defences of the
Play Store by submitting
clean apps to begin with,
only to add malicious
functionalities at a later
date.

No loan to be declared NPA till further orders: SC
IT Correspondent
New Delhi, Sept. 5:
While giving a relief to
frazzled borrowers, facing
hardship due to impact of
corona virus pandemic, the
Supreme Court on Thursday,
ruled that accounts which
were not declared as nonperforming assets till
August 31 this year, shall not
be declared NPA till further
orders. Further hearing of
bunch of pleas seeking relief
will be continue on
September 10.
During the hearing of a batch
of pleas raising the issue of
interest being charged on
instalments deferred during
the moratorium period due
to the COVID-19 pandemic,
a bench comprising Justices
Ashok Bhushan, R S Reddy
and M R Shah, said that “no
account shall become NPA till
further orders. The SC
passed the order while
noting the submissions of
senior advocate Harish
Salve, who appeared for
banks’ association.
Solicitor General Tushar

Mehta, who appeared for
the Centre and the RBI, said
that banking sector is the
“backbone of the economy”
and “every sector” and
“every economy” is under
stress due to the pandemic.
It is an accepted position
worldwide that waiving off
interest is not a good option
for revival of economy. He
referred to the affidavit
filed recently by the Centre
which said that under the
RBI circulars the moratorium
gives relief to borrowers as
the account does not
become NPA despite nonpayment of dues during the
period.
The pleas filed in the
SC hav e raised issue
pertaining to validity of
March 27 circular of the RBI
which allowed lending
institutions to grant
moratorium on payment of
instalments of term loans
falling due between March
1, 2020 and May 31 this year
due to the pandemic. Later,
the period of moratorium
was extended till August 31.
Borrowers and various

bodies
representing
different sectors had
assailed before the apex
court the charging of “penal’
interest on deferred EMI
payments by banks under
the moratorium scheme
during the pandemic.
During
the
hearing
conducted through videoconferencing, Mehta told the
court that measures have
been taken by the Union
Finance Ministry and the RBI
in tandem to deal with the
situation arising out the
pandemic. ”Impact of
COVID is faced by every
sector but its impact is
different on different
sectors. Like in Pharma and
IT sectors, the impact is
positive,” he said, adding
that it was decided not to
go for waiver of interest but
to reduce the pressure of
repayment of instalments.
Mehta said that idea behind
the moratorium was to defer
repayment to ease the
burden on borrowers caused
due to the pandemic. While
contending that authorities
concerned acknowledge the

problem faced by borrowers,
Mehta said that the August
6 circular of RBI takes care
of mot of the issues raised
by the petitioners.
“Your submission is that
there will be no NPA for two
months, then the banks
should not take action
against the borrowers,
when we are hearing the
matter,” the bench told
Mehta and added that “We
are concerned with interest
on the interest”. The bench
also told Mehta that
grievance of the petitioners
is that despite the measures
undertaken
by
the
government and the RBI,
they have not been given the
benefit which they should
have been.
The bench raised question
about the compound interest
and said the issue was
whether the moratorium and
penal interest can go on
together. While referring to
the submissions advanced by
the petitioners, the bench
said they have argued that
there has to be sector wise
relief.
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International News

....PM pay tributes ........

Thai border security tightened over
Myanmar COVID-19 concerns

Vice President M Venkaiah
Naidu today paid his
tributes
to
Dr
S.
Radhakrishnan, the second
President of India on his
birth anniv ersary. In a
tweet, Mr Naidu said, Dr S.
Radhakrishnan was an
eminent
teacher,
philosopher,
scholar,
statesman and author. The
Vice President said, his life,
work and legacy will keep
inspiring every Indian.
Mr Naidu also greeted
teachers on Teachers Day.
He thanked all those
teachers who have been
working tirelessly through
the har dship of the
pandemic to prevent
academic disruption to
students. He also saluted
their dedication, courage
and their selfless service.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has greeted teachers
across the country on
Teachers’ Day. In a tweet,
Mr Modi said, the country
remains grateful to the
hardworking teachers for
their contributions towards
shaping minds and building
the nation. He said, on
Teachers Day, we express
gratitude to the teachers
for their remarkable
efforts. The Prime Minister
also paid tribute to Dr. S.
Radhakrishnan on his birth
anniversary.
The day is celebrated on
the birth anniversary of
educationist and former
President Dr Sarvepalli

Radhakrishnan. President
Ram Nath Kovind has said
that teachers are the true
nation builders who lay the
foundation of characterbuilding in our sons and
daughters to make them
enlightened citizens. He
said,
teachers
are
instrumental in building the
character and knowledge of
the children.
Speaking after virtually
presenting National Awards
to Teachers on the occasion
of Teacher’s Day today, Mr
Kov ind said, only good
buildings,
expensiv e
equipment or facilities do
not make a school. He said,
the teachers’ dedication is
the most important factor in
making a good school. The
President said, teachers
should be at the centre of
fundamental changes being
made in the education
system. He said, according
to the New Education Policy,
every possible step needs to
be taken to enable teachers.
He added that as per the
policy, efforts will have to be
made to select the most
talented people in the teaching
profession at every level.
President Kovind opined that
the newly introduced policy
is an endeavour to prepare
our children for future needs
and has been designed after
considering the opinion of
various stakeholders.
Emphasizing on the
importance of digital
technology in challenging

times of COVID pandemic,
President Kovind said that
our teachers are taking the
help of this technology to
reach out to the children.
Applauding the skills of
teachers in shifting to this
new technology driven
teaching, he said that it is
important for all teachers to
upgrade and their skills in
the field of digital
technology so as to make
education more effective
and also make the students
conversant with the new
techniques.
The national level awards
are given to teachers on
Teachers’ Day to celebrate
the unique contribution of
some of the finest teachers
in the country. President
Ram Nath Kovind honoured
47 teachers, who have
given their significant
contribution
in
improvement of the quality
of school education.
The President congratulated
the winners of the award and
appreciated the steps taken
by the teachers in order to
improve school education
qualitatively. He observed
that about 40 per cent of the
winners of the National
Awards were women and
appreciated the role women
have played as educators.
Education Minister Ramesh
Pokhriyal Nishank and
Minister of State for
Education Sanjay Dhotre
were present on the
occasion.

Loktak Downstream project ............

Agency
Bangkok, Sept 5:
Thai officials have stepped
up security along their border
with Myanmar’s Mon State
following an uptick in COVID19 cases being reported in
Myanmar, according to local
Thai media.
Thailand recently reported

its first registered COVID19 case in two months. The
authorities are trying to
trace who that person came
in contact with recently to
test them.
Thailand
has
fared
relatively well with a
registered a total of 3,431
COVID-19 and 58 deaths
over the last seven months.

The authorities are
concerned about illegal
passage of people across
the border. There has been
agreed to passage of
Myanmar migrants from
Thailand back to their home
country, but there have
been cases of migrants
trying to come back in.
It is reported that security

has been stepped up in
Thailand’s Tak Province and
two schools in Prachuap
Khiri Khan have temporarily
closed to a number of
students reporting a fever.
Some had allegedly crossed
the Thai-Myanmar border
with their parents,
according
to
the
Thaiger.com.

The Buddhist nun challenging misogyny in Myanmar
Agency
Yangoon, Sept 5:
In a society where a popular
saying urges women to
“regard her son as her master
and her husband as her god”,
Buddhist nun Ketumala is
already an outlier.
The 40-year-old walked away
from traditional expectations
of marriage and children as a
teenager, and has instead
spent more than two decades
as a fierce advocate for the
importance of women in
religion.
The deep-red robes and shorn
heads of Myanmar’s monks
are
internationally
recognised, but the plight of
the nation’s vast number of
nuns, estimated to be in excess
of 60,000, is little documented.
An entrenched patriarchy —
the belief women are inferior
is common and discrimination
is routine — means that nuns,
who also shave their hair but
wear pink, can face abuse.
“When a man enters into
monkhood, people always
applaud saying it is good for
the religion and will make it
better, but when a woman
enters into nunhood, people
always think it is because of a
problem,” Ketumala explains.
“They think it’s a place for
women who are poor, old, sick,
divorced, or need help for their
life,” she adds.
Outspoken and rebellious,
Ketumala is arguably the best
known nun in Myanmar,
having founded the Dhamma
School Foundation, which
runs more than 4,800 Buddhist

education centres for children
throughout the country.
But she warns that many nuns
are still treated with contempt
— the nunneries are run on
donations but they do not
command the reverence of
monasteries and so struggle
with funding.
In the worst cases, nuns are
abused even for asking for
alms that help them survive.
“Sometimes they are harassed
along the road,” she explains.
Superstition
and
discrimination Ketumala’s
battle
for
recognition and respect for
nuns in Buddhism runs parallel
to the broader challenge for
women’s rights in modern
Myanmar.
Aung San Suu Kyi might be
the face of the nation, but her
role at the apex of the civilian
government belies the lack of
female representation in
positions of power in the
country.
Only 10.5 percent of MPs are
women, although there are
signs the ratio might improve
after the November election.
Laws are often made by men,
for men, and rights activists
have warned that in wider
society violence against
women is so pervasive it is
regarded as normal.
Superstitions surrounding
women are widespread: It is
frowned upon to wash
women’s clothes with men’s —
even within the same family —
for fear the men will lose their
masculinity.
In religious life, women are
banned from entering certain

Buddhist sites or temples and
are told never to sit above men.
Ketumala says she has little
power to bring about all the
changes she would like to see.
“The decision for entire affairs
about the nuns comes down
from the monks,” she explains.
Even creating the foundation
was a fight — she says monks
she initially approached for
support would not back her,
even though they thought it
was a good idea.
She says: “For me it was doing
good things together for the
religion and for the country.
But what I realised was that the
monks have egos... they didn’t
want to be involved and
implement because it was a
nun’s idea.”
Even when the project
launched, she could not be
appointed to its executive,
instead given the role of
‘secretary’, and was ultimately
forced to resign as monks took
control of its management.
- Mastery of the mind Ketumala admits she was not
interested in religion in her
youth, but found her path to
enlightenment through reading
about Buddhist philosophies,
crediting Sayarday U Zawti
Ka’s tome ‘A House Where
Mindfulness Is’ with giving her
clarity.
“I used to think success was
measured with materials -–
titles and property — but later
I found out that those who can
control and master the mind are
the only successful people,”
she says.
Her family were against her
becoming a nun, fearing she

would end up an outcast, and
refused to speak to her for
years — though they have
since been reconciled.
She pushed ahead despite the
opposition, even securing two
degrees in Buddhist Studies as
she completed her training.
Ketumala concedes there is no
hope of achieving equal status
with monks — some historians
say that nuns were once
ordained in Theravada
Buddhism, practised in
Myanmar and much of South
East Asia, but as the practice
died out more than a 1,000 years
ago there is no way to revive
it.
Nonetheless she is determined
to make a difference for the tens
of thousands of religious
women in the country so they
can “better utilise their
abilities”.
In 2016, she launched an
empowerment training scheme
for younger nuns, and is
planning to create an
organisation that will teach
subjects such as the art of
leadership and management.
“The institute will provide the
skills they need outside
nunnery, particularly for the
development
of
their
community,” she explains.
Ketumala believes the best way
to drive change is to find allies
and friends across society,
including monks, rather than
creating “enemies” so has
taken a soft approach to
tackling female marginalisation.
She adds: “Conservatives are
everywhere, so the situation
doesn’t give much space to
ask for women rights.”

Sports
CRA said that the NHPC’,s
push for the Loktak
Downstream
project
constitute a disrespect and
rejection of the prolonged
demands of the indigenous
peop les of Manipur to
review and decommission
the Ithai Barrage of 105
MW Loktak Multipurpose
Hyd roele ctric Proj ect
(Loktak project).
It added that the signing
of PPA for Lokt ak
Downstream project is
despite the appraisal of
the Chie f Minister of
Ma nipu r to the Pri me
Minister of India on August
2, 2017 and also by the
Gov erno r of Mani pur
earlier in September 2017
to remo ve the lt hai
Barrage of Loktak project
due to its impacts. NHpC
ra ther than assumi ng
responsibility for the loss
of land and livelihood of
communities in Loktak
we tlan ds i nsisted on
seeking more profits by
con structing
Loktak

Downstream Project, which
will entail submergence of
forest and agriculture land
along Leimatak River. The
NHPC’s Loktak Project
instead of ir rigat ing
50, 000
hect ares
of
agriculture land submerged
similar area of agriculture
land and reduced Manipur
to a food dependent state.
NHPC failed to conduct
cum ulat iv e
impa ct
assessm ent
due
to
operation of both 105 MW
Loktak Project and Loktak
Downstream Proiect.
The price of energy from
alternate sources other
than Hydropower has
dropped drastically and
indeed, the Government of
Manipur for long refused to
sign the PPA for the project
due to high cost of the
power. Hydropower building
is already redundant and
the colossal resources to be
inv ested in large dam
building like. Loktak
Downstream project could
be be tter ut ili zed to

pro mote
alternat iv e
energies like micro hydel
and solar energies, that
would minimize social and
environmental impacts.
The construction of 66 MW
Lok tak
Down stre am
Project is still pre-mature
and should be put on hold
as the continued operation
of 105 MW Lokt ak
Multipurpose Hydroelectric
Project will only complicate
the woes and suffering of
indigenous communities of
Manipur affected by large
dams. The MoU signed
between the Government of
Manipur and National
Hydroelectric
Power
Corporation on 26 Sept-ember
2008 should be revoked. The
power purchasing agreement
should be revoked- The
Goveinment of Manipur and
Government of India should
urgently initiate steps to
decommission the Ithai
Barrage of 105 MW Loktak
Project conceding the prolong
demands of the people of
Manipur.

UEFA Nations League: Italy’s winning
streak ends at 11 after draw with Bosnia
Agency,S ept 5:
Edin Dzeko’s goal helped
Bosnia-Herzegovina hold
Italy to a 1-1 draw in the
UEFA Nations League,
ending the Azzurri’s record
winning streak at 11.
Dzeko, who plays his club
football with Roma and is
therefore no stranger to
Italy, put Bosnia ahead
near the hour mark from
close range on Friday.
“I’ve played against all of
these guys many times,”
Dzeko said. “We know
each other well.”
Stefano Sensi equalised 11
minutes later with a shot
that was deflected in off a
defender. “I was right
yest erday w hen I said
neither Bosnia nor Italy
were 100 per cent fit,”
Dzeko said. “We could see
the lack of sharpness, but

it was a balanced enough
game, I think both sides
ultimately had one or two
chances.”
Also in Leagu e A, the
Netherlands beat visiting
Poland as Steven Bergwijn
tapped in fo r his first
international goal — giving
the Oranje 30 goals in their
last 10 competitive home
games. In Florence, both
sides hit the post early in the
second half. First, Bosnia’s
Armin Hodzic got past
goalkeeper
Gianluigi
Donnarumma
before
striking the woodwork from
the sharpest of angles.
Then Italy ’s L oren zo
Insigne
found
t he
goalframe with a header.
Two minutes later, Dzeko
had time following a corner
to let the ball bounce
before scoring from six
meters (yards). It was

Dzeko’s 59th goal in 108
matches for Bosnia — both
records.
Sensi’s equaliser came
following a cross from
Lor enzo Insigne, t hen
Bosnia goalkeeper Ibrahim
Sehic saved a potential
winner from Alessandro
Florenzi. The last match
Italy failed to win was a
sco rele ss dr aw w ith
Portugal in November 2018
— also i n the Nati ons
League.
“The winning streak had to
end sooner or later,” Italy
coach Roberto Mancini
said. “We’re glad it was
with a draw and not a
defeat.”
With international football
returning for the first time
since the outbreak of the
coronavirus pandemic, all
54 games that are scheduled
to take place across the

continent over six days are
taking place with strict
hygiene
measures,
including the exclusion of
fans. Players had to pass
mandatory pregame tests
for COVID-19.
In League B, a Czech staff
member tested positive for
the coronavirus – the second
such case in the team’s
squad this week – before a
3-1 win in Slovakia. After
the match, the Czech
federation said the team’s
home match against
Scotland on Monday in
Olomouc would not take
place due to additional
cororonavirus concerns.
A statement on the FACR
website read: “The national
team will not play against
Scotland on Monday due to
representatives decision
and the current situation
with the Covid-19.”
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