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State Celebrates
Hijam Irabot used All India Radio in
Jana Neta
mobilising fellow Manipuri for protection of
Irawat Day
the Motherland when in exile in May 1944
IT News
Imphal, Sept. 30:
People across the state including those
Manipuris inhabited outside the state of
Maniur particularly in any parts of Assam
still remember the pioneer leader Lamyanba
Hijam Irabot for his love and essence of
patriotism for his nation and today realising
the sacrificial spirit of this leader even the
state government today observed his 124
Birth Anniversary.
Interestingly, Hijam Irabot, perhaps is the
first Manipuri to use even electronic media
(AIR) to reach out to his fellow Manipuri for
protection of the people and its land from
the intrusion by fascist force during 2nd
world war using the British broadcasting
unit. It was in May 17 , 1944, when he was
prohibited from entering the erstwhile
kingdom of Manipur and when the British
which was at that time, predominantly
administering the Manipur had treated him
as leader of anti –colonialist regime as well
as the oppressed regime under the king of
Manipur.
When the Japanese started intruding parts
of Manipur , Hijam Irabot had completed his
jail term and had been released frm the
Sylhet jiail on March 20, 1943. However, he
was not permitted to enter Manipur and so
stayed in Cachar and continued his political
movement.
While, Hijam Irabot’s movement was for
bringing equality in the society free from
oppressed regime by electing a peoples’
government which at that time was against
the than Monarch of the erstwhile kingdom,
he knows the consequences if the Japanese
fascist regime intruded the kingdom. That
was the time he wrote his famous song

“Sharpen the edge of the sickle oh
farmers”. Communist leader Himango
Biswas reportedly help him writing and
singing it as a song when they were in
Sylhet jail.
According to report from the National
Archive of India , Hijam Irabot had utilised
the British own Radio broadcasting unit to
reach out to his fellow Manipuri urging
them to prepare for protection of the land

Govt. of Manipur and Dettol BSI launches a
unique Life Skills programme for adolescent
children in India

IT News
Imphal, Sept 30:

RB, under its flagship
Dettol ‘Banega Swasth
India’ in partnership
with Primus Partners
today, launched a
unique life skills
program for kids,
“Birds and Bees Talk”
(BBT).The curriculum
was launched today for
children between the
ages of 10-19 in
Manipur in the presence
of Chief Minister N.
Biren Singh and Hon’ble
Chief Secretary, Shri Dr.
Rajesh Kumar.
This comprehensive
sexuality education
curriculum will help to
make children informed
with the help of
accurate, fact-based
and age-appropriate
information on growing
up, sexuality and life
skills
amongst
adolescent kids.
Launching
the
program,
Chief
Minister N. Biren Singh
said, “We are proud to
introduce one of its
kind, life skill training
module for adolescent

children in partnership
with RB’s Dettol
‘Banega Swasth India’
campaign.
It
is
heartening to witness
organizations
responsibly taking the
lead
towards
contributing to the
growth of young minds.
Our vision is to work
towards transforming
the lives of people in
India, and this program
is a testament of a
better and brighter
future for the leaders
of tomorrow.”
The Birds and Bees Talk
program
will
be
executed
and
implemented across
Manipur in Government
and Recognized Private
Schools to ensure the
maximum reach and
beneficiaries. The
Manipur government is
making sure that apart
from its various
healthcareand public
benefiting programs
education should also
reach to all sections of
the society. The state
of Manipur is an ideal
state to kickstart this
program in North East

The programme is a
comprehensive sex education
curriculum for kids 10-19
years old
It will reach out to two
million children across seven
North East States of India
as the education policy
in the state is
reformative and has
emerged
as
the
education hub in the
region.
Commenting on the
p a r t n e r s h i p
initiativ e, Mr. Rav i
Bhatnagar, Director
External Affairs and
Partnerships, Reckitt
Benckiser
Health
AMESA said, “Education
is the catalyst to social
change and one of the
most critical areas of
empowerment for
children. India needs to
focus on comprehensive
education
which
includes life skills as an
important part of the
holistic curriculum.
Currently, it is not a
part of the usual school
curriculum and most
schools, teachers and

parents
are
not
qualified to provide the
required information to
children. With the focus
towards betterment of
children, we are proud
& honored to embark
this partnership with
the Gov ernment of
Manipur to launch BBT,
a comprehensive life
skill program for
adolescent children.
Through
this
curriculum, we aim at
creating awareness
around the importance
of life skills so that
every adolescent grows
up in a protected
environment.”
As stated by UNICEF, the life
skillsprogram isan important
instrument in shaping the
social, economic, physical,
and mental well-beingof the
adolescents.
Contd. on Page 4

from the hand of Japanese fascist troop.
According to Charles Barn, an official of
the Department of Information and
Broadcasting , British India, a news item
was broadcasted on May 17 , 1944 after
approval from the Culcutta office.
Charles Barn wrote the braodcated
material as – “ Mr. Irawat Singh, leader
of the Manipu Praja Mandal has
appealed to leaders all over India to
close their r anks and units. In a
statement issued in Dibrugarh, he also
says , “ To all Manipuris , my message is
‘let not a single should help the
Japanese in any way. Ruthlessly we have
to crush the enemy the enemy who
comes to destroy our peaceful home,
and s hackle us with chains of Fascist
slavery. Let the Hills of Manipuri
resound to the call of her people.. the
Fascist shall not passed”.
Many of the authority of the Department of
the Information and Broadcasting had been
questioned by the higher authority of the
British regime for allowing him to use the
AIR.
Lamyanba Hijam Irabot is highly advance
Manipuri leader who sees and think 200
years ahead of his generation. During his
time he used all diplomacy to protect his
people. He used the most advanced
technology to mobilised his people.

DIPR
Imphal, Sept. 30:
Chief Minister N. Biren
Singh led others in
paying floral tributes to
the statue of Hijam
Irawat at Irawat
Square,
Lilashing
Khongnangkhong,
Thangmeiband, Imphal
today.
Deputy Chief Minister
Y. Joykumar, Cabinet
Ministers, MLAs, Chief
Secretary, DGP and
various high ranking
officials also offered
their tribute to Jana
Neta Irawat.
Speaking to media

persons, Chief Minister
said that we should not
forget the contribution
of the great leader who
selflessly dedicated his
life for the welfare of
the society. Let us
follow his ideals,
thoughts and work
towards
inclusiv e
development in the
State, he added.
It may be mentioned
that the 124 th Birth
Anniversary of Hijam
Irawat (Irawat Day) is
being celebrated across
the State and various
parts of the NorthEast
India by different
organizations.
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Elections during Pandemic

Uncertain future of the exMLAs inducted as ministers
Amidst the increasing number of infections of Covid-19 in the
state and the resulting heightened tension and uncertainty, the
state government decided to reign the state government, and
for a while, the collective attention of the people in the state
were diverted to the frenzy of political activity that ensued,
relegating the issue of the raging pandemic as less relevant. In
the buildup to the recent cabinet reshuffle, there were much
mud-slinging, horse trading and about-turns which made for a
sordid picture of compromises and capitulations. Six Congress
MLAs submitted their resignation hours after the BJP-led coalition
government headed by Chief Minister Nongthombam Biren won
a trust vote in early august, after former Chief Minister Okram
Ibobi, who in June staked claim to form a government after nine
MLAs had withdrawn support to Mr. Biren. Five of them returned
to the BJP-fold later. Among the six is Okram Henry Singh (nephew
of Okram Ibobi singh), who is the MLA of Wangkhei assembly
constituency, who cited lack of trust in the party leadership under
CLP leader Ibobi Singh as the reason for their resignation. MLA
Oinam Lukhoi of Wangoi was also another of the MLA who
submitted his resignation. Subsequently, their constituencies were
declared vacant effective the very next day.
The two resigned MLAs have been recently inducted into the
cabinet of Manipur Chief Minister N Biren Singh. Oinam Lukhoi
was handed the charge of Agriculture, Veterinary and Animal
Husbandry and Tourism portfolios, while Okram Henry Singh was
assigned Social Welfare, Cooperation and Municipal
Administration, Housing and Urban Development (MAHUD). Their
strategies paid off, or so they would have surmised. However,
according to Article 164(4) of The Constitution of India 1949, a
Minister who for any period of six consecutive months is not a
member of the Legislature of the State shall at the expiration of
that period cease to be a Minister, which means that non-members
should be elected into the legislative assembly within six months
of appointment; otherwise such tenure ceases. This presupposes
that said appointee is eligible for the post under Article 173 and
is not hit by disqualifications under Article 191 on date of
appointment. The present Biren-led coalition government still
has about one and half years left to completion of term. The
pertinent question, therefore is this: what happens after Henry
and Lukhoi completes six months as cabinet ministers? No doubt,
Biren and his think tank must have already been on the task, but
it still will present an interesting outcome for the public.
On another issue which concerns politicians as public figures
with cases pending in the law courts, the Election Commission
(EC) said it had put in place a detailed timeline for publicity of
criminal records by contesting candidates in walk up to elections.
EC is of the opinion that the move would help voters in exercising
their franchise in a more informed manner.
The move is significant because the new guidelines will now
mean that the declaration by candidates with criminal antecedents
will have to spread over three rounds of publicity beginning with
soon after filing nomination and ending towards the end of
campaign period. EC felt in absence of detailed timelines,
candidates had the option of clubbing publicity of such records.
While many in the state decry the declining standard of politics
chiefly resultant of the flocking of dubiously rich and unscrupulous
contractors to political parties bringing with them generous
donations and resources, for whatever it is worth, politics in
Manipur still presents an interesting game.

By:SanjenbamJugeshwor Singh
Sr.Faculty,JCRE Global College,Imphal
The Global spread of Covid19 (the novel coronavirus
disease) has potentially
impacted on the delivery of
public services and routine
events that are integral to
inclusive societies. Electoral
process are one such event. The
opportunity for a society to
confirm officials in elected
offices or remove them within a
constitutionally define time
framework is a pillar of
democratic
v alues
and
standards. The process doing
this is a communal one and
communal events intrinsically
bring people together-a process
that is contrary to the informed
adv ice for limiting the
transmission of a virus such as
the one that causes Covid-19.
Decision must be made to ensure
democratic institutions function
as they ordinarily would do,
during extraordinary times such
as the outbreak of global health
pandemic.
The spread of communicable
diseases such as Covid-19 and
the measures to contain the
virus imposed by government
and state agencies have both
constitutional and technical
implications for the timing and
the administrations of elections.
Electoral process held under
normal circumstances entail a
degree of risk to both voters and
poll
workers.
During
extraordinary times, such as
response to a new and unfamiliar
pandemic, the guidance issued
by national public health
authorities on the movement of
people should inform the
decision taken by government
and electoral management
bodies (EMBs) to either postpone
or hold an election. Legislative
elections were held during the
Ebola epidemic in Liberia in
2014, with some urban areas
exempt from participating.
Similarly, conflicted-affected
countries such as Pakistan in
2018, have not held election in
certain regions because of
insecurity. In March 2020, Italy,
Spain and France restricted
citizen’s movement as a result
of the Covid-19 pandemic. Local
elections in France were held but
with a much lower turnout than

predicted in previous elections
while freedom on constitutional
reforms in Italy was indefinitely
postponed. . Consideration
should also be given to the safe
conduct of activities throughout
the entire electoral cycle like
voter registration, staff
recruitment and training,
candidate nomination, political
campaigning, procurement and
electoral dispute resolution.
Elections are held at national,
subnational and supranational
lev els. Some elections are
constitutionally or politically
critical, serving as a mechanism
in a sequence of events such as
a step in a peace process or a
legal reforms process or in
securing a national budget.
Some election requires a voter
turnout threshold to be reached.
Amidst Covid-19 pandemic, the
Election Commission of India, on
21st August 2020 issued detailed
guidelines for conducting State
assembly elections like that of
Bihar& by polls for some states
including two
assembly
segments( Wangjing Tentha &
Lillong) out of 13 v accant
assembly segments in Manipur
in October and November during
Covid-19 pandemic. For local
elections, certain areas of a
country may not be a vulnerable
to public health threats as other
areas, therefore less likely to
experience the impact of Covid19.Campaign rallies, door-todoor canvassing and town halls
meetings are also important
part of a vibrant and inclusive
democracy. Election Commission
of India also laid down the
guidelines in this regard too. In
the guidelines issued special
focuses are given on social
distancing and access to
sanitization measures for voters
and polling officials. The norms
also includes large public space
for election related activities,
allowing
more
online
intervention, reducing the
numbers of people in the
nomination process and stricture
campaigning measures.
Restriction placed on free
movement will naturally affect an
electoral process. But these
days, electoral campaign are
however increasingly conducted

on the internet and through
social media platforms. This
medium offers an alternative
option when electorates and
political contestants have their
movement restricted or are
required to maintain a
recommended
physical
distancing between each other.
Rev ised health and safety
guidance need to be incorporated
into the administration of an
election to protect election staff
and voter, but the extent to which
it is possible is dependent on the
financial resources of EMB and
time between the introduction
of new health and safety
routines and the election. EMBs
must identify and assess the
feasibility of implementing any
new requirements without
compromising the integrity or
legitimacy of an election. The
new guidelines make it
compulsory to wear face mask
during all election related
activities. Thermal scanning,
access to sanitizers for all,
taking a part of nomination
process online, opt ion for
depositing se curity m oney
online, restricting door to door
campaigning to five persons,
road shows in smaller convoys
a nd ab i di ng b y C o v i d -1 9
g ui d eli nes
f or
ho l d in g
c am p ai g n r ela t ed pu b li c
meeting are some of the key
features of the norms. For
canvassing, EC has directed
district authorities to identify
dedicated grounds for public
meetings and ensure markers
f or soc i al di st anc in g an d
breaking convoy after every
fifth vehicle in road shows
a mo n g o t he r s. How e v er,
Special voting arrangement
that allow citizens to cast their
votes remotely (i.e. not in
person or at a polling stationby post or online through a
computer or mobile phone
a pp l i cat i on ) wh i c h c o ul d
mitigate health or security
hazards presented by voting in
persons are not included. The
reason of prohibition could be:
f ina nc i al c ost m ay b e
prohibitive, implementation
timeframe may be insufficient
for adequate preparat ion,
procurement and training and

leg al fr amewo rk. Politi cal
distrust may also undermine
confidence in any alternative
while possible threats to the
i nt eg r it y o f ele ct io ns ca n
undermine the feasibility of
alternative voting options.
Existin g r em ote vo ti ng
arrangement are designed to
complement, not replace, in
person voting at a polling
sta t i on , r em ot e v o t in g
m et ho ds
ar e
la r g el y
u nd e r mi n ed and in som e
context, known to undermine
the integrity of an election.
From an electoral management
perspective voting in a polling
station is optimal to safeguard
the integrity of an election. It
reduces the opportunity for
irregularities such as vote
buying and coercion or family
voting while guaranteeing the
secrecy and integrity of an
election. Voting at a polling
station can further protect and
strengthen the societal value of
po li tic al e nga ge men t th at
election provides. Postal voting
typically requires a large scale
logistical effort, from procuring
r eli a bl e p o s tal se r vi c e t o
recruiting ballot counting staff
a nd r eq u ir i n g n um e r ous
counting officers to cooperate
under close supervision. Such
e xe r c ise w o u ld al so b e
challenging to conduct safely
during a viral pandemic such as
Covid-19. Election that are held
in an area of a country with a
greater number of people with
an increased health risk, such
as older people remote voting
may be an effective option to
encourage their participation
and protecting citizen’s and
poll workers health, proxy
voting within a clear legal
f r a m ew o r k c o u l d o f f e r a
further option for older people
a nd v u l ne r a b le g r o up s t o
parti cip ate in an ele cti on
without being require visit a
polling station. In spite of
strictures laid down by ECI, how
far our people will observe the
SOPs is a big question mark
during the ensuing by-election
in Manipur?
*** The writer can be reached
to:sjugeshwor7@gmail.com

Irabot’s letter to the Manipur Assembly
Today is the first meeting of
the Assembly which the people
of Manipur have long been
demanding and eagerly longing.
This is also the first day of
Manipur to determine her
fortune, and bring peace and
prosperity by the people’s
representatives of both the Hills
and the Valley of the state. This
day would become a new chapter
in the national history of
Manipur; and its enthusiastic
impression would be an indelible
mark in our modern Puyas.
On such a happy occasion, I
feel sad and much depressed to
realize that, there has not been
any representative of Mao area,
and the inability of the elected
members of the Assembly who,
of course, belong to the Manipur
Krishak Sabha to attend the first
sitting because of their
confinement in the State Jail,
and the warrants issued against
them by the Manipur State
Council.

Responsible Government is
the only demand of all the people
in Manipur. But at the time of
the formation of Constitution
Making Committee, Mr. Pearson
had, in his own self-interest,
appointed the valley members
and the Hills representatives in
an unofficial manner. This form
of Responsible Government is
nothing but the concocted result
of the Constitution Making
Committee which produced a
well
planned
Pearson’s
Constitution Act.
There is no provision of the
civil rights of the Manipuri
people in this constitution. There
is no way out to see an actual
Responsible
Government
without some amendments or
commissions to the full text of
the constitution. Nobody has the
official authority except the
Assembly if the Acts are to be
amended for the benefit of the
people.
During the interim period of

Letters, Feedback and Suggestions to ‘Imphal Times’
can be sent to our e-mail : imphaltimes@gmail.com. For
advertisement kindy contact: - 0385-3590330 (O). For time
being readers can reach the office at Cell Phone No. 9862860745
for any purpose.

- 18 October 1948 –
Mr. Pearson’s Night-Ministers
These peasants have been
there have occurred in Manipur arrested and put in the Jail
Satyagrahas on the scandals of without any trial. These
the Dominion flag, Gandhi Caps, peasants have also been beatern
amusement
Tax,
war up mercilessly and soaked in
compensation etc. The Mizos water for a complete night. The
have played their roles; and in lathi charge on the unarmed
the revolutionary movement of public and the firing by the police
the Mao Nagas three people have are the evidences of an antibeen killed during the encounter democratic attitude of the
of Mr. Daiho’s arrest. These government which have very
incidents have been very clearly responsibly welcomed a Fascist
revealed by the Secretary of the ruling and a Police Raj only to
Naga National Council (Kohima) bring bad omen and upheaval in
in the Assam Tribune. We must the country.
realize this to be a very critical
The elected members of the
situation of Manipur in her Assembly who all wish to
transitional period of political sacrifice for their mother country
development.
are hereby requested to discuss
Some treacherous people have all these problems and bring an
instigated the state authorities amicable solution in order to
by supplying false information make a Golden Manipur. Please
against the Manipur Krishak make the oath to suppress the
Sabha, which is itself a peaceful Fascist leaning so that once
body, and as a consequence, the again democracy can be deeply
Sabha has been declared an rooted in the limelight of a pure
unlawful organization. Inspite of responsible Government.
repeated requests to constitute
In the first meeting of the
an impartial Enquiry Committee Assembly top priority is kept on
to investigate the Pungdongbam the passing of the Manipur State
incident, the State authorities Legislative Assembly Rules, but
have turned deaf ears to it. A these rules are framed according
huge number of innocent to the Constitution Act. Please
peasants have been arrested and do not take any available Rules
put in the jail without any trial. in the light of your convenience

–as there is shortage of
provisions in the constitution,
some deficiencies may, of
course, come up.
Next to it is the formation of
the Cabinet of Ministers. But
since there is a lack of clause on
the formation of a cabinet by a
leader of the majority party, it
has to be appointed. I humbly
appeal to all the members, that
appointment of ministers is a
very serious matter and if any
defect has been committed by
mistake, nothing could be done
by the Ministers concerned for a
satisfaction to the Public’s
desire.
So please do not consider
about a particular man of a
political party; and instead, a
criteria can be made on the
behavior, moral character, and
administrative experience of the
man whom the Assembly wish to
appoint as minister. Over and
above this, the social conditions
of Manipur should not be overlooked. A Plan to develop the
mines
and
ores,
the
downtroddens
and
the
underdogs of the society has to
be taken up.
Like other nations of the world
we should preserve our ancient

religion and the long stream of
cultural traditions along with a
sense of civic rights granted
democratically. The majority of
the Manipuri public are the
peasant class and in order to
sav e their existence land
revenues may kindly be reduced,
arrangements be made to give
land to landless people, to
facilitate the peasants who often
find inconvenience in their
livelihood by making considerate
Laws and to bring a peaceful
harmony between the Hill people
and the plainsmen, so that a
Golden Manipur may come into
existence. May God bless the
new Assembly and our country?
This will be my last humble
appeal to you all.”
Note: Irabot could not join
the first opening session of the
Manipur Legislative Assembly on
the 18th October 1948. But he
had somehow managed to
circulate a handwritten letter to
the Assembly members as his
last message. Unfortunately this
letter had not been read out nor
was it mentioned about in the
Assembly.
(This letter s reproduced in
commemoration to the Birth
Anniversary of Hijam Irabot)
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Lufthansa cancels all
planned flights to India citing
Lamkang
govt snub

Shekhar Kapur named FTII Chothe,
governing council chairman Tarao ,
By Raju Vernekar
Pune, Sept. 30:
Noted filmmaker Shekhar
Kapur (74) was on Tuesday
appointed president of the
Pune-based Film and
Television Institute of India
(FTII) Society and chairman
of the institute’s governing
council.
FTII Director Bhupendra
Kainthola said the Union
Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting
has
announced that Kapur has
been appointed to these
posts till March 3, 2023.
The other members of the
governing council will be
appointed soon. Kapur, as
a reputed film maker of
international stature and he
is without doubt an
excellent choice. It’s come
a full circle from Dev Anand
who started his career
working at “Prabhat
Studio” within the campus
of FTII and today, his
nephew Kapur is the FTII
Chairman,
Kainthola
added.
Born on December 6, 1945
at Lahore in Pakistan,
Kapur is known for movies
from the Indian superhero
film ‘Mr India’ to ‘Bandit
Queen’ (1994) (based on
the incidents in the life of
Phoolan Devi). Besides an
acclaimed biopic on Queen
Elizabeth “Elizabeth”
(1998) and “The Four

Feathers” (2002) are to his
credit. He had directed the
1983 film “Masoom”
starring Naseeruddin Shah,
Shabana Azmi and Urmila
Matondkar.
The tenure of the earlier
members of the society
had ended in March 2020.
Kapur will head the premier
film school at a time when,
like many other colleges
and universities, it is also
grappling
with
the
challenges posed by Covid19. The FTII had earlier
declared the results of the
entrance test and is in the
process of planning the
future course. Online
classes and training
courses are continuing.
Union Information and
Broadcasting Minister
Prakash Javadekar said
“Kapur, who has a vast
experience and wiill add
more value to the Institute.
I am sure everybody will
welcome
his
appointment”.
The previous FTII chief was
BP Singh known for his role

as the lead actor in teleserial “CID”. He was
recently appointed by the
Indian Council for Cultural
Relations (ICCR) to its
general assembly.
FTII was set up by the
Government of India in
1960, in the premises of
the erstwhile Prabhat
Studios in Pune. The
Prabhat Studio was founded
in Kolhapur in 1929. It was
shifted to Kolhapur in 1933.
It was a pioneer in the
business of film making.
The archaic studios of the
time, which were the
production grounds for the
films of Prabhat are still
present and are being used
at FTII. They are now
heritage structures and FTII
students continue to work
at the world’s oldest
functioning film shooting
studios.
A stellar and pioneering film
company of its time, it
produced several important
and iconic films such as
“Shejari”,
“Sant
Dyaneshwar”
and
“Sairandhri”( the only
colour film made by
Prabhat). Such was the
legacy of this iconic studio,
that at the time, it was the
biggest film studio in Asia!
The productions made by
the Prabhat Film Company
in its heyday included 45
films made in both Marathi
and Hindi languages.

support
NSCN-IM
IT News
Imphal, Sept 30:

The three tribe of
Chothe, Tarao and
Lamkang an apex body
of the mentioned tribe
has reiterated its
support to the historic
framework agreement
signed between R.N.
RavI representative of
GOI Mr. Isak Chishi Swu
and Mr. Th. Muivah
Chairman and General
Seeretary of NSCN (IM)
respectively on 3rd
August, 2015 in the
presence of the Prime
Minister of India. We
appealed the
government of India to
recognize the Naga
National Flag and Yezabo
(constitution) as our
identity in line with its
recognition of the
unique history and
position of the Nagas.
That any solution
without them is not
acceptable and
honourable to the
Nagas, we hopefully that
politieal solution which
will be honourable and
acceptable to the Nagas.

IT Correspondent
New Delhi, Sept 30:

German airline Lufthansa
has cancelled all planned
flights to India between 30
September and 20 October
due
to
unexpected
rejection of the airline’s
planned flight schedule for
October
by
Indian
authorities, the airline said
in a statement on
Tuesday.
Lufthansa had applied for
the continuation of special
flights it was granted to
operate until the end of
September.
This
application process was
necessary since India has
so far not accepted the
invitation by the German
government to discuss
details of temporary travel
agreement between both
the countries.
Lufthansa in the statement
said that it urged the
Indian authorities to work
together with the German
government in order to
establish a temporary
travel agreement between
both countries.Such an
agreement is necessary to
address the urgent need of
tens of thousands of
Indians and foreign
nationals for travel to and
from India and would also
help balance the interests

of both countries’ airlines.
Due to the Indian
government’s rejection,
Lufthansa will now have to
cancel all planned flights
between Germany and India
between 30 September and
20 October,” the statement
said.
At present India has air
bubble arrangements with
13 countries including USA,
UK, France, Germany,
Canada, Maldives, UAE,
Qatar, Bahrain, Nigeria,
Iraq, Afghanistan and
Japan. The government is
currently in talks with
several other countries for
such arrangements. Air
bubbles or travel corridors
are systems established
between two countries that
allow carriers of both the
countries to fly passengers
either way without any
restrictions.
An official of the
Directorate General of Civil

Aviation (DGCA) confirmed
that an air bubble
agreement between Indian
and
Germany
was
formalised in July 2020. An
air bubble arrangement
allows nationals of both
countries to travel in either
direction. However, there
are restrictions in place for
Indian nationals desiring to
travel to Germany which
was putting Indian carriers
at
a
significant
disadvantage resulting in
inequitable distribution of
traffic in favour of
Lufthansa, he added.
“As against Indian carriers
operating 3-4 flights a
week, Lufthansa operated
20 flights a week. Despite
this disparity we offered to
clear 7 flights a week for
Lufthansa which was not
accepted by them. Yet the
negotiations
are
continuing,” the official
added.

Senior Professor of Assam Don
Bosco University participates
in a panel discussion “The
Future of Higher Education:
IT News
Guwahati, Sept 30:
In order to share the
experiences of Assam Don
Bosco University in the field
of education for sustainable
development and its various
social outreach programmes,
a senior professor of the
University, Dr. Shakuntala
Laskarhas participated in an
online panel discussion ‘The
Future of Higher Education:
Integrating the Sustainable
Development Goals.’The
event was organized by
International Association of
Universities(IAU) on 29
September
2020.The
discussion focused on
Education for Sustainable
D e v e l o p m e n t
(ESD) initiatives undertaken
by universities worldwide
and present examples of
how they integrate the
Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) at their
institutions using a Whole
Institution Approach (WIA).
While
sharing
the
sustainability agenda of the
University
to
the
international participants,
she said:
The sustainability agenda of
Assam Don Bosco University
envisages a system with clear
cut goals and priorities in the
areas of education, gender,
clean energy, nature and eco
systems. As part of its
commitment to the UN
Sustainable Development
Goals, the University has
reached out toover 145 rural
villages under Dimoria

Development Block, Assam
providing access healthcare
facilities to underserved
areas through its Mobile
Dispensary.Over 200 school
children from the neighboring
rural areas are also enrolled
in
“Swastyayan” - a
commitment to eradicate
inequalities in society
t h r o u g h
education Programme. A
s i m i l a r
programme ”Prajjwal” lighting lives through
education is also carried out
by the MBA (Master of
Business Administration)
students in which they impart
free tuition, music and
martial arts lessons to
disadvantaged youth of the
neighbourhood.
The
University
has
alsolaunched
Adult
Educationfor Village Women
with a view to educate and
empower them in different
spheres. The initiative
encompasses a 6 months’
Certificate programme in
Basic English and Workshops
on Career Guidance (enabling
them to guide their children),
Child Development and
Parenting, Nutrition and
Balanced Diet, Physical Health
(communicable and noncommunicable diseases),
Mental Health and Human
Rights, she said.
Swabalamban” is another
project launched by the
University. Through this
project the University has
already trained 100 educated
(up to 10 th standard)
unemployed youth in

technical job-oriented skills
for
employment
opportunities in Electronics
& Information Technology
Hardware, installation and
maintenance of power
backup
systems
and computer “application
training. This programme
has been acknowledged by
the International Association
of Universities as a best
practice in a survey among
120 educational institutions
world-wide in Sustainable
Development Goal 10 of
Reduced Inequalities.It has
also embarked on a
plantation drive spread over
190 acres of its campus at
Tapesia, Sonapur as well as
created a major reservoir,
spread over 10 acres for
maintaining the ecological
balance.
Towards its initiatives in
generation of clean and
affordable energy, the
University has installed 320
KW grid-connected solar
photovoltaic power systems
by using the free rooftop
spaces. Water reservoirs
have been created utilising
the natural streams coursing
through the campus and the
installation of a facility for
generating micro hydel power
up to 10 KW is under way
About the University:Assam
Don Bosco University was
founded on March 29, 2008
by the Salesians of Don Bosco
and executed by the Don
Bosco Society, Azara. The
University is celebrating its
virtual 9th Convocation on
September 5, 2020.

Imphal Times

Page No.

4

Some people spare no pains in
Babri Masjid demolition case
extending help to the needy verdict: Special CBI Court acquits

Manipuri Cyclist Philem Rohan work
needs appreciations from all quarters

IT Desk
Imphal, Sept 30:
Manipuri Cyclist Philem
Rohan has covered more than
1500kms around Manipur to
distribute items and help
financially in this Global
Pandemic.
Philem Rohan Singh was on a
ride covering 10,000 kms from
“NEW DELHI to TOKYO” for
the Rights of Person with
Disabilities. On 19th March
official announcement was
made for pausing of ride due
to the rising global pandemic.
He was on quarantine for
14days at his home “Moirang
Philem Leikai .
Inspite of all the chaos facing
due to the nation’s lockdown
Rohan wants to help and
contribute as much as he can
for humanity. From the money
he earned from selling his Tshirt ‘cycling for humanity’ he
distributed
household
materials to 62 houses in his
locality. He also contributes in
the Local MLA Covid 19
helping funds.
He took volunteered in
distributing
items
collaborating with EX MLA of
Moirang Constituency MR.
PRITHIVIRAJ in various
programmed.
To mention from last 7 months
Cyclist Rohan has been taking
care of a homeless (DUNG
DUNG) financially. Dung
Dung is under the care in a
home at LAMPHEL and
Rohan has been taking care of
him for the past few months.
On 14th May he celebrated his
birthday in a different way by
visiting multiple places to help
the people in needs. As a
cyclist he took advantage of
his cycle and along with his
friends (10 cycles together)
they carry rice in their
backpack and went to
“KEIRAK ‘to help a disable

boy.
Recently, in NAMBOL he
visited two widows and help
them
financially
also
distributed household items
for them. He also visited a
mentally retarded family in
MOIRANG KHUNOU and
provided monetary help.
Under
MOIRANG
constituency he visited a
disabled
family
in
OKSHONGBUNG KHUNOU
and help them getting CMHT
card and other govt. benefits
which can be provided to them
also helped the family
financially.
“How these youth are feeding
the homeless during corona
virus lockdown “
In the wake of this nationwide
lockdown where everyone is
concern about food , income
and job a Team by Cyclist
Rohan Philem , RK.
Hemochandra and member of
“cycling for humanity “ are
working to tackle the crisis and
feeding the homeless in
Imphal areas from last three
months. There are around 90
homeless these includes
intellectually disabled,sex
workers
and
drug
addicts.These youth are
taking initiative and feeding
the homless from there own
pocket and funds raised by
selling the Tshirt “cycling for

humanity “ without any NGO
or organization. Team Cycling
for humanity purchases the
food from Hotel Yaisana the
food and cycling for humanity
team delivered the food to the
homless. It was really difficult
to distribute foods during the
community transmission
period.
North AOC is known for major
drug dealing point in Imphal,
due to the complains from the
locality , the team have
successfully picked up 60
drug users with the help of
police department. They were
first tested for covid 19 with
the help of health department
and after that the drug users
were taken to a shelter home “
Back to life “ which was
specially set up for them by
the team and were observed
as an incubation period. After
that they were properly
transferred
to
three
rehabilitation centers Inung
ngal(G hari),Restorer
home(Lamshang),Back to
life(Patsoi).The rehab center
are well coordinate with the
team and the team also supply
them relief materials to
supporting them whenever
they have the chance.
And currently the team is still
distributing food for around 40
people’s those are intellectual
disabled and homeless.

all 32 accused

Agency
New Delhi, Sept 30:
The Special CBI Court in
Lucknow today acquitted all
32 accused in Babri
demolition case and said
that it was not a preplanned incident instead it
was spontaneous.
Special CBI Judge Surendra
Kumar Yadav said that
demolition happened at the
spur of the moment. He
said that there were not
enough evidences to prove
the allegations made by CBI
in this case.
While delivering his verdict,
in the Babri Masjid
demolition case, Special
Judge said that the
demolition was done by
some anti- social elements
and there was no alliance
between such persons and
accused and the accused
tried to pacify the mob also.
Most of the senior leaders
among the 32 accused such
as L.K. Advani, Kalyan Singh
and Murli Manohar Joshi
were not present in the
Lucknow court due to
various reasons including
health and Corona issues.
Mr
L
K
Advani
wholeheartedly welcomed
the judgement by the Special
Court.
In a tweet, he said, the
judgement vindicates his
personal and BJP’s belief and
commitment toward the
Ram
Janmabhoomi
movement.
Mr Murli Manohar Joshi also

V President
Venkaiah
Naidu tests
positive for
Covid-19
Agency
New Delhi, Sept.30:
Vice President M Venkaiah
Naidu who underwent a
routine COVID-19 test today
has been tested positive.
Vice President’s Secretariat
said, Mr Naidu is,
asymptomatic and in good
health. He has been advised
home quarantine. Mr Naidu’s
wife Usha Naidu has been
tested negative and is in
self-isolation.
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Govt. of Manipur and Dettol BSI launches..........
To help children with life
skills, schools & supporting
Government bodies should
believ e in a “ grow th
min dset ”.
T hey
understand that progress
takes time and they keep
trying until they succeed.
Addressing the issue, a
group of organizations led
byPrimus Partners have
designed a comprehensive
cur ricu lum a imed at
improv ing know ledg e,
awareness and behaviour
amo ng
ch ildr en.

Int eres tingly,
the
curriculum is in alignment
wit h
th e
Nation al
Curriculum Framework and
the recently announced
New Education Policy 2020,
as it follows the guiding
pri ncip les
of
t he
Adolescence Education
Program framework.
Under this curriculum,
teachers from the enrolled
schools will be appointed &
equipped with full program
essent ials
inc ludi ng
teachin g me thod s &

lessons. The training of
these teachers will begin
shortly to help them better
train kids.
The unique design of the
program comprises of 27hour lessons allowing the
sch ools to te ach i n a
staggered format, spread
over the year. The program
will help in developing key
skills like critical thinking,
dec isio n-making
and
ana lyti cs,
amon gst
children.
The 27 lesson plans and

stu dent
wor kboo ks
co mpri se o f an imat ed
characters, storytelling,
poems, real-life scenario
studies, group discussions,
s i m u l a t i o n s ,
brainst ormi ng
a nd
reflective learning. They
esp ecia lly f ocus on
imparting knowledge in an
engaging and interactive
wa y to hel p st uden ts
understand the physical
and emotional changes
taking p lace in th eir
adolescent years.

welcomed the verdict.
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh has welcomed the
verdict of CBI Special Court
in Lucknow acquitting all
accused in the Babri Masjid
demolition case.
In a tweet, Mr Singh said,
the decision has proved that
justice can never be
denied.
AIR correspondent reports,
28 years after the 16th
Century Babri structure was
razed by a mob in Ayodhya
on 6th of December 1992,
the decision by the Special
CBI Court finally came as a
relief for many stalwarts of

BJP, Vishwa Hindu Parishad
and Bajrang Dal.
The 32 accused who were
acquitted today faced
charges under several
sections of the IPC,
including
criminal
conspiracy,
rioting,
promoting enmity between
different groups and
unlawful assembly. During
the trial, the Central Bureau
of Investigation (CBI)
produced 351 witnesses and
600 documents as evidence
before the CBI court.
The court had initially
framed charges against 49
accused and 17 accused

died during the course of
time.
Six senior leaders among the
accused L.K. Advani, Kalyan
Singh, Murli Manohar Joshi,
Uma Bharti, Nritya Gopal Das
and Ashok Pradhan were not
present in the Lucknow court
due to various reasons and
participated in the proceedings
through video conferencing.
The Special Judge Surendra
Kumar Yadav was also given
extension after retirement for
the decision of this case and
from the last two years the
daily hearing was going on for
the early delivery of the
verdict.

6 Projects worth Rs.389
crore Sanctioned in 59th
PSMG-I Meeting
PIB
New Delhi, Sept 30:
Project
Management
Information System (P-MIS)
is a major step in using
digital/ mobile technology
to improve transparency &
accountability
in
monitoring progress of
projects & administering
loans,
said
Shri
DurgaShanker Mishra,
Secretary,
MoHUA.
Speaking at the launch of
P-MIS of the National
Capital Regional Planning
Board (NCRPB) in New
Delhi.
Shri
Mishra
congratulated NCRPB and
said that this Portal is well
timed during Covid-19
when use of technology has
grown tremendously. The
launch was attended by
Additional Secretary,
MoHUA, JS&FA, MoHUA,
Additional Chief Secretary,
GNCTD and senior officials
of participating states of
NCR and NCRPB officials.
During the 59th PSMG-I
meeting held on 28.9.2020
under the chairmanship of
Shri DurgaShanker Mishra,
Secretary,
Housing,6
projects were sanctioned
with an estimated cost of
Rs. 389.22 Cr., out of which
4-transport sector projects

- 360 Infrastructure
Development
Projects Worth
Rs.31,464 crore
Provided Financial
Assistance so far
- Loan Amount Of
Rs.12,441 crore
Released Till
September 2020
having an estimated cost of
Rs. 149.31 Cr. are of
PWD(B&R), Haryana; 1Power Project having an
estimated cost of Rs. 31.58
Cr. is of RRVPN, Rajasthan
and 1-River rejuvenation
project
having
an
estimated cost of Rs.
208.33 Cr. is of Patiala
Development Authority
(PDA).

The Board has provided
financial assistance to 360
infrastructure development
projects so far with an
estimated cost of Rs.
31,464 Crore, out of which
an amount of Rs. 15,105
Crore has been sanctioned
as loan so far. The Board
has released a loan amount
of about Rs. 12,441 Crore
till 27th September 2020.

Myanmar extends COVID-19 stay
at home restriction to new areas
as infections approach 10,000
Agency
Yangon, Sept 30:
Myanmar has brought more
areas under the stay at
home restrictions as COVID
19 cases reached close to
10,000 on Saturday. In an
announcement on Friday,
the Ministry of Health and
Sports ordered that eleven
new areas under Mon state,
Mandalay region, Bago
region, and Ayeyawady
regions will have to
observe stay at home
restrictions to effectively
control the spread of
Coronavirus in the country.
The people from these

regions are ordered to stay
at home with government
employees to work in
rotation from home and
office in a two week cycle.
Excluding essential services
and people working at
ports, communications,
banking and financial
institutions, other offices
and companies, work places
have been ordered to be
closed temporarily.
In her report to people
about the latest COVID 19
situation on Saturday,
State Counsellor Aung San
Suu Kyi called upon people
to
observe
health
guidelines like wearing

masks, regular hand
washing
and
social
distancing norms. She also
cautioned people not to try
household remedies to cure
coronavirus infection based
on
social
media
recommendations.
In the meanwhile, to deal
with the growing cases of
Corona infection straining
the
civilian
health
facilities, the Myanmar
military Tatmadaw is
preparing hospital facilities
for approximately 1500
persons. It has assembled
40 medical teams with 15
members each to provide
treatment to civilians.
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