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By-election for Manipur in 2 ACs of Thoubal
district only; code of conduct enforced

IT News
Imphal, Sept. 29:

Election Commission of
India has announced byelection scheduled for
Lilong and Wangjng
Assembly Constituencies
today. Following this model
code of conduct has been
enforced in the entire
Thoubal district from
today.
Briefing media persons at
the office of the Chief
Electoral Officer Manipur

here in Imphal, Joint
Director CEO Manipur
Ramananda said that due to
pending case at other
vacant
assembly
constituencies , the ECI has
announced
election
scheduled at only 2
assembly constituencies –
Wangjing Thentha and
Lilong, both in Thoubal
district.
Date of poll for the two
constituencies will be held
on November 7, 2020 and
the counting will be

conducted on November 10.
Notification for the election
will be issued on October
10. Last date of Nomination
os on October 20 and
scrutiny for the nomination
will be conducted on
AOctober 21. The last date
for
withdrawal
of
Candidature is on October
23.
A total of 63,611 voters will
cast their vote at both the
constituencies. Unlike
before only 2 persons can
company the candidate

while filling nominations
a nd no t m o r e t h a n 5
persons will be allowed
for
door
to
door
c am paign. W hi le r oad
sh o w w i l l b e a l lo w ed
vehicle is put limited to
f i v e n u m b er s o n l y.
However can use more
with a gap of 30 minutes.
Another specific feature
is that postal ballot will
be allowed to people more
than 80 years old, PWDs ,
a nd C OV I D p o si t i v e
patients.

MSPDCL fails to provide alternative
arrangements despite provisions
IT News
Imphal, Sept. 29:
In what can only be termed
as a clear example of
misplaced priority by
elected representatives of
the people whose sworn
duty is to protect and serve
the public, a large number
of households within
greater Imphal area have
been
left
without
electricity for almost a

week now with no certain
words on when exactly
power will be restored to the
inconvenienced households
from any official quarters
after the power transformer
supplying electricity to the
area blew out on 24th of this
month. What is more
unfortunate is that the area
under IED-III, Kakwa has
been reeling under the
blackout without any
evident effort from the

MSPDCL or the elected
representative to provide
for
an
alternative
arrangements to relieve
the residents of the area
eve n wh en Troll eyMo unte d Tr ansf orme rs
which are to be utilized for
such contingencies have
been a cqui red by t he
MS PDCL
und er
Restructured Accelerated
Power Development and
Reforms Programme (R-

APDRP)- Part B. The state
gov ernm ent and its
functionaries including the
departments/corporations
and
elec ted
representatives should
first provide and ensure
for
suc h
ba sic
req uirements bef ore
announcing mega plans
and start dreaming about
Smart City as a city without
electricity cannot be very
smart.

ATSUM demand ADC election
IT News
Imphal, Sept 29:
The All Tribal Students Union
Manipur (ATSUM) the apex
body of the tribal people of
Manipur has submitted a
memorandum to the
Governor of Manipur drawing
her attention to hold
Autonomous District Council
(ADC) by November 2020.
“The tenure of the incumbent
six ADCs of the Hill Districts
of Manipur will be expired by
November 2020. It is
therefore imperative on the
part of the Government of
Manipur to dissolve the six
ADCs and pave ways for
summoning of fresh Election
along with the by-election
Manipur
Legislative
Assembly”,
the
memorandum submitted to
the governor of Manipur
stated.
It further said that the
Election Commission of India
has decided to hold elections
to Bihar State Assembly and
by-elections to 65 vacant
seats all over the country. As
such, there is no palpable
reason to procrastinate in the
announcement of ADC
Elections in the Hill Districts
of Manipur and added that
the
State
Election
Commission had also sought
permission from the state
government for publication of
draft electoral rolls of ADCs
of each constituency on 14
September, 2020 but no such
publication has been made to
that effect.
The memorandum stated
that the Hill Areas Committee
(HAC) for reasons best
known to them had
recommended to the Govt. of
Manipur vide Resolution No.
34/2020 HAC, clause (i)

dated 29h January, 2020 for
deferment of election of the
six ADCs of the Manipur Hill
Districts and for holding of ADC
elections in the month of
November 2020 due to rainy
season without pondering the
legality of the provisions
enshrined in the Principle Act
of 1971.
It also added that section No.
13, second paragraph of the
Manipur (Hill Areas) District
Councils Act, 1971, explicitly
states that “provided that the
Administrator may, when

satisfied that it is necessary
in
order
to
avoid
administrative difficulty,
extend the term of office of
all the members by such period
not exceeding one year as he/
she thinks fit”. Here the word
“Administrator” is construed
as the head of the state, i.e.
the Governor of Manipur It is
pertinent to mention here that
the spirit of the principle Act
is
just
a
onetime
arrangement in order to avoid
administrative difficulty
arising out of social turmoil.

Natural calamity or financial
breakdown in the state/Hill
Areas and not “rainy season”
as justified by the former
Chairman of the HAC.
It added that the Manipur, the
tribal populace under the aegis
of the ATSUM will never
remain a Silent spectator if
elections to the six ADCs are
not held in consonance with
the resolution adopted on 3
March 2020 in a Cabinet
meeting for holding of
election in the month of
November 2020.

CM distributes winter seeds to
around 6000 farmers
IT News
Imphal, Sept. 29
Chief Minister N. Biren Singh
along with his Cabinet
colleagues and
MLAs
distributed winter seeds to
5940 farmers under Mission
for Integrated Development of
Horticulture (MIDH) in a
function held at Farmers’
Training Hall, Horticulture
Farm at Khonghampat in
Imphal West District today.
The seeds were distributed
under the area expansion
programme of vegetables of
MIDH 2020-21 to meet the
emergent requirement of the
prevailing situation due to
COVID-19. The
State
Horticulture and Soil
Conservation Department has
selected 5940 farmers to cover
2970 hectares for this
purpose.
Speaking at the occasion as
the chief guest, N. Biren Singh
said that the State
Government has been
concentrating on horticulture
and agriculture sectors to

become self-reliant in food
production. Stating that
different committees have
been formed to enhance
production so that import of
at least some food items from
other States can be stopped,
the Chief Minister expressed
hope that this mission would
definitely be successful in the
near future.
The Chief Minister said that
export of horticulture items
like ginger, pineapple and
orange had considerably
increased in the past twothree years. All these were
possible due to the hard work
of farmers. As such, the
Government would always
extend all possible support to
farmers, the Chief Minister
assured. In this regard, he also
expressed the need for
personal interaction by the
Ministers with the people and
farmers at the grassroots
level.
The Chief Minister also said
that cold storages are being
constructed in Imphal East,
Imphal
West
and

Churachandpur districts. He
also stated that the cold
storage facility at Food Park,
Nilakuthi would also be
upgraded further. N. Biren
Singh also announced that
Khonghampat lake would be
developed to attract tourists.
Public Health Engineering
Minister L. Dikho, Forest and
Environment
Minister
Awangbou
Newmai,
Education
Minister
Sorokhaibam
Rajen,
Agriculture Minister O.
Lukhoi, CAF and PD Minister
Th. Satyabrata, Social
Welfare Minister O. Henry,
State Planning Board Deputy
Chairman L. Rameshwor,
Manipur Building and Other
Construction Workers’
Welfare Board Chairperson
Heikham Dingo, Kshetrigao
AC MLA N. Indrajit, Zilla
Parishad Member L. Boby,
Principal
Secretary
(Horticulture and Soil
Conservation) P. Vaiphei and
Commissioner (IPR) M. Joy
were also attended as
dignitaries on the dais.
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“Teicoplanin”, most
effective drug in treating
COVID -19 : IIT Delhi
IT Correspondent
New Delhi, Sept 29:
The Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT), Delhi on
Monday claimed that the
clinically approved drug
“Teicoplanin” is a potential
therapeutic option against
COVID-19 and can be ten
times more effective than
several drugs being
currently used.
The research by the
institute’s “Kusuma School
of Biological Science”
screened an assemblage of
23 approved drugs, which
showed leads towards being
therapeutic options for
coronavirus.
“While the effect of
Teicoplanin was compared
with other important drugs
in use, it was found to be
10-20 fold more effective
than the other drugs such as
“Lopinavir”
and
“Hydroxychloroquine”,
being used against SARSCoV-2, IIT Delhi Professor
Ashok Patel said. Prof. Patel
who led the research was
assisted by Dr Pradeep
Sharma from AIIMS. The
research has also been
published
in
the
International Journal of
Biological Macromolecules.
“Teicoplanin” is an FDA-

Maring
Uparap
Assembly
support
NSCN-IM
demand
IT News
Imphal, Sept 29:
The
Maring
Uparap
Assembly, an apex body of
the Maring Tribe, along with
other Frontal Organisations of
the tribe reiterated its support
to the Historic Framework
Agreement signed between
Mr. R.N. Ravi, representative
of GOI, Mr. Isak Chishi Swu
and Mr. Th,. Muivah,
Chairman and General
Secretary of NSCN (IM)
respectively on 3rd August,
2015 in the presence of the
Prime Minister of India.
A statement of the apex body
has
appealed
the
Government of India to
recognise the Naga national
Flag
and
Yehzabo
(Constitution) as our identity
in line with its recognition of
the Unique history and
position of the Nagas.
Solution without Flag and
Constitution
is
not
acceptable and honourable to
the Nagas.
The Maring tribe hope for
early Political Solution which
will be honourable and
acceptable to the Nagas, the
statement added.

approved glycopeptide
antibiotic, which is regularly
used for treating Grampositive bacterial infections
with low toxicity profile in
humans. “Recently, a clinical
study was carried out with
“Teicoplanin” at “Sapienza
University” in Rome.
However, a more detailed
clinical investigation is
required on a large cohort,
in different stages-mild,
moderate and critically ill
patients to conclude the
definite role of “Teicoplanin”
against COVID 19,” Patel
said.
Teicoplanin is marketed

by Sanofi-Aventis under
the trade name Targocid.
Besides there are being
made in 23 brands by other
manufacturers, who include
: Glenmark, Biocon
Limited, Alna Biotech and
Cipla Limited.
Globally, over 3.2 crore
people have been infected
with COVID-19, and the
total number of deaths
from the deadly virus now
stands at over 9.80 lakh.
India’s coronavirus tally
galloped past 60 lakh on
Monday with 82,170 new
cases, while the number of
recoveries surged to 50.17
lakh after 74,893 more
people recuperated, the
Union Health Ministry said.
The death toll from the
pathogen climbed to 95,542
with 1,039 more deaths.
There are 9,62,640 active
cases of the coronavirus
disease
(COVID-19),
comprising 15.85 per cent
of the caseload, according
to the ministry data.

United NGOs Mission
Manipur seeks Guv’
intervention
IT News
Imphal, Sept 29:
An application requesting the
Governor of Manipur to
intervene and provide
immediate protection to a
family has been submitted by
United NGOs Mission,
Manipur (UNMM) today by S.
Radhapyari Devi, Convenor District Women Committee,
Imphal West District which is
a constituent member. The
application also sought the
arrest of one Rajeshwor
Phurailakpam under Article
21 of the Indian Constitution
and under the provision of
crime against women under
the guide lines of National
Human Right Commission
and Manipur State Human
Rights Commission and guide
line under the UN Procedure
of Violence Against women,
its causes and consequences,
as well as to conduct an
investigation and carry out a
fair trial.
According
to
the
memorandum, M Manglem
singh and his family
comprising of his wife
Thaballei @ Mira, two
daughters and a son residing
at Kakwa Maibam Leikai
under Singjamei police
station have fled their home
since the night of 26
September 2020 fearing for
their lives after one
Phurailakpam Rajeshwor (52
years ) of the same locality
who is presently employed as
a cook at Manipur University,
along with his two sons
(namely Ph. Johnson @
Bobosana aged about 25
years, and Ph. Jupiter @
Naocha 23 years) physically

assaulted the three women
on 15 August 2020 causing
serious injuries and
requiring hospitalization.
However, the accused
person complained against
the victim family to
Singjamei police station and
police registered an FIR
against the victims (FIR No.
95 /8 / 2020 SJM PS.u/s
354 /325 /34-IPC dated 15th
August
2020).
The
application alleged that the
police repeatedly visited the
residence of Manglem and
threatened him with arrest
without proper explanation.
The application further
mentioned
that
on
28th September 2020 a
team of 11 members from
UNMM visited the family of
the victims but
the
delegation could not meet
any of the family members
because they ran away from
their home after Singjamei
Police came to arrest M.
Manglem in relation with the
case.
The altercation started when
Manglem intervened as
Rajeshwor started throwing
big stones repeatedly to a
minor boy swimming in the
local pond who is a cousin
of Manglem. The delegation
received the information
that Rajeshwor already
committed crime against
women in the area but the
villagers could not report
due to the fear as he is
known to have political
connections, and according
to local sources Mr.
Rajeshwor seems to be a
habitual offender of crime
in the area, the application
added.
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On the Race to work harder for Politicians
Attracting tourists:
few pointers for
sustainable
development
Heartening to learn that the Chief Minister of Manipur
urged the Prime Minister of India to make the state ‘a
must visit place’ during the ongoing Destination North
East 2020; a mega online event with the theme
“Emerging Delightful Destinations”. CM Biren also
reportedly eulogized about the rich and varied natural,
cultural and traditional resources waiting to be explored
and experienced by the visitors. He also spoke about
the ‘unexplored beauty’ of the place, which in every
sense of the word is true. While the point the Chief
Minister raised is laudable, the bigger question that
need a comprehensive answer is: in this age and time,
why are these places still unexplored? If anyone would
care to delve a little deeper, a lot of misgivings regarding
the efforts of the state government in its expressed
attempts at developing tourism in the state will emerge.
The local government sector has traditionally played
an important role in supporting tourism development
of local a reas. T his included the pr ovision of
infrastructure, the development of tourist attractions
and experiences, support for festivals and events and
the implementation of tourist promotion plans. Tourism
plans, policies and development objectives are core
elements of the state, City and local Development Plans.
Importantly, the sector should mobilise a network of
stakeholders including agencies, community groups and
the private sector to invest in and promote their local
tourist offering. These activities should be driven by
the ambition of each local authority to harness the
development opportunity of areas throughout the state
as places to live in, invest in and visit in a sustainable
way typically celebrating local assets and heritage.
The Govern ment should d raw up an Action
Programme for effective local government in which
the key element of the reform of local government
should be the strengthening of role the tourism sector
plays in economic development. Tourism is recognised
as an important driver of the local, regional and
national economies, and therefore is a central
component of the economic ambitions of all local
authorities. The tourism objectives for each local area
should be clearly stated in each Local Economic and
Community Plan. After thorough deliberation and
approval of the plan, each local authority needs to
launch the Tourism Strategy Statements and Workplans.
These should be aligned with the objectives of the
Local Economic and Community Plans. The Tourism
Strategy Statements and Workplans are aligned with
local, regional and national strategies and plans, in
particular the Regional Action Plans for Jobs and the
Government’s tourism policy.
And what is the ground reality regarding facilities
and incentives for tourists at present? Besides most
tourist places in the valley area, while the roads to a
few district headquarters can be accessed most times
of the year, many of the places remains unreachable
during rainy seasons. Besides the condition of the roads,
there is a total lack of uniform tourist processing system
in these p laces which shows the ab sence of a
comprehensive and sustainable tourism policy in the
state. Except for a few government guest houses run
by the locals which are at best shoddy and ill-maintained,
facilities for overnight stays are very limited in most
places. Looking from the point of a tourist, what is
required is a comprehensive data of the tourist-oriented
places, hassle-free and quick processing system, a
reliable and safe mode of transport and functional
roads, and most importantly, local contacts or facilities
including local guides, foods and stays with clean and
basic facilities which would make all the difference in
the experience for the tourists, one which will determine
the success or failure of all the efforts and plans. It
would be a better option for the state government to
rope in local authorities, private groups engaged in
similar activities in planning and execution of the policies
rather than make the plans and works a happy hunting
ground for the unscrupulous contractors with neither
the concept nor the passion for developing tourism or
even the expectations of a tourist.
Letters, Feedback and Suggestions to ‘Imphal Times’
can be sent to our e-mail : imphaltimes@gmail.com. For
advertisement kindy contact: - 0385-3590330 (O). For time
being readers can reach the office at Cell Phone No. 9862860745
for any purpose.

By- Buyamayum Liyaquat Ali
Election plays an important
political, economical and
developmental role in Manipur
which is a part of largest
democracy in the world. We
choose our political leaders
through election but the process
of election has been derailed by
the people in it’s worst form.
Dancing to the tune of fiddler
without
knowing
the
consequence becomes a part of
our election but we need to know
that the soul of our society is
bigger than election time wing
dingers just like the song is
always bigger than the lyricist,
musician and the singer.
Election is a mandatory
constitutional process but the
worst trend in our Manipuri
society is that most of the
households are in the race to
work harder for Mr. X or Y
politician. They thought that Mr.
X or Y will help them to get a
government job or some benefit
if they work harder for them. It
results in reducing the inner
strength and educational level of
our youth and students. Minimum
age requirement for the right to
vote is 18 years which is also a
golden period of a person to
shape his or her future. The

esthetic process of election has
been turned into a war like
situation by some politicians. So
the politicians need our youth to
strengthen their muscle power
and voters. Many youth wings
and organization for every
political party has also cropped
up in our society too. The
whimsical notion to get a
government job if they work
hard for the politician is the most
important reason for the
attraction of our youth to
politicians. Social behaviour of
our society is also a reason in
this quandary situation. Our
society tends to give more
importance, appreciation and
recognition to a politically
affiliated person.
Election for national legislature
is held every five years and state
legislature election is also held
every five years but these
elections may or may not
coincide with each other. Then
election for local bodies too held
every five years but they have
they have their own routine. And
By-election comes frequently due
to the lust of power as it happens
in the present political scenario
of Manipur. Thus one could say
that some election or the other
would be taking place ever year.
Preparation for the election of a

candidate starts before a year.
So a youth who belongs to a
political party need to engage
continuously for the politician.
If the youth utilise those time
to shape his future then they
might achieve their targets. Our
youths tend to forget that time
is money. To opt politics as a
career is laudable but wasting
their valuable time for the sake

excessive participation for a
government job will bring
dangerous destruction to our
future nation builders. Parents
and teachers need to tell our
youth the pros and cons of
entering
a
political
environment. Civil organizations
should conduct mass political
awareness for the younger
generation. We should give

‘ .... Election is a mandatory constitutional
process but the worst trend in our
Manipuri society is that most of the
households are in the race to work harder
for Mr. X or Y politician. They thought that
Mr. X or Y will help them to get a
government job or some benefit if they
work harder for them’
of a government job is an arrant
fool. Wasting the valuable time
for an unguaranteed promise
and unpredictable dream without
any eudaemonia is not a
character of an intelligent
person.
Reasonable participation of our
youth in free and fair election is
good for our society but

importance and recognition to a
person who achieve success
through hard work and
education rather than a
politically affiliated person.
Corruption and favouritism is
the root cause of this poisonous
trend. So the government should
take necessary steps against
corruption to save our youths.

I.T Road- GoM neglected region ?
By - Thanggoulal Khongsai
One of the finest regions of
Manipur is I.T Road areas that
gets connected from district HQ
Kangpokpi. The areas being so
much rich in vegetation and
natural vegetable produces and
several other essential resources,
development has never been
reached until this day. Despite the
region exporting several produces
on daily basis at an average of
close to 80% of vegetable products
from this region alone to
Kangpokpi DHQ, this area is still
far from achieving development.
Dominated by three different
ethnic tribes such as Naga, Kuki
and Nepali; the regions are far
from achieving so called Quality/
Paka Road. Apart from such, daily
essentials govt services are still
far from reach by the people of
this beautiful regions. Who should
take the step to change the face
of this region? Who is responsible
to all these pathetic living
conditions of the I.T Road people
that they encountered on day to
day basis?
The mud-Road Condition:
As well aware of the fact that good
road leads to safe journey and bad
road leads to accident. The former
being the primary concern of
every people’s govt regardless of
which party they belong, whereas,
the latter being the concern of
power-centric and self-loved govt.
It is therefore unfortunate to
claimed given from the current
situation that the day govt seems
to be the latter one.
On every single day the number
of vehicles playing to and fro is
close to 50. Despite the road being
so much pathetic and can
endanger to one’s live, the people
are left with no choice, henceforth
are compelled to travel on daily
basis. This being so, the roads are
never to be said good. It requires
stern commitment for our road
construction.
Today, In almost every villages of
I.T Road areas, there exist more
than two or more Vehicles. This
is in fact one such development
brought by the people of the area
to get more connected to urban
areas. Had the road being well
smooth for the vehicles, certainly
number of vehicles could be triple

in the region. The more vehicles,
the better is their living
conditions. This is why, the
people’s govt, whoever claimed to
be, should work for this region as
a means to reach us out in
delivering public attention.
During rainy season, mostly Four
wheeler vehicles like Bolero, DI
truck etc , needed support of
bigger ones like Shaktiman or Tata
when they get stucked due to
muddy. It is because of this heavy
flooded muddy on the road,
besides potholes everywhere,
maximum of smaller vehicles are
unable to meet their requirements
and in addition, the number that
used to get stranded in the mid
of the road could be more than a
hundred in this year alone. How
long should this be continued when
other developed counties started
to used plastic road?
It is not a saying that the entire
roads should be well smoothed.
Certainly, the worse areas where
even two wheer motor finds it
difficult to pass by, should be
highly concerned atleast; despite
uncountable number of potholes
existed every after a metre
distance. How one could think a
vehicle to pass through a 3 ft deep
flooded mud exusted right in mid
of the road?Today, and mainly
during rainy season, our road
looks are never different from
that of our paddy fields.
Lack of basic essential govt
services:
Today, when development are
within the reach of their
footsteps, we, the people of this
regions are still deprived of all
these basic rights. Hard to believe
that hardworking people of this
regions could still adapt with this
pathetic environment conditions
that our elected govt provided us.
To no much ado, i dare to say that
the present responsible govt
should deeply consider that I.T
Road people are also part of
Manipur
wherein,
equal
development should be made avail
to them.
Although India has been advocate
of Digital India, still there exist
no single Bank in this region;
however, internet may be reach.
Due to this that even people with
a minor issue with regards to their
bank and related stuffs needed to

travel long pathetic roads to
Kangpokpi to just get their
problems solved. This can be an
ease for a young ones but with an
old elderly man, it becomes such
a heavy task. It is therefore
pertinent to get installed Bank
with an ATM Boot.
Of many, one of the most need of
the hour is PHC so long as right to
live is concerned. Yes, we have
one in T.Waichong where a women
of 60 years old or more are compel
to visit by travelling more than 5
kms while some still walk on foot
to avail the services . Think about
this. How fair you think this is and
to which extend can such long
distances solved the problems of
those who are at urgent need? The
roads likely resembles paddy fields
and there run no day services like
Auto or passenger. Whose live
could be at risk if in any case a
person got accident or suddenly
get severe? Should they be made
reach the PHC on foot? It is true
that mostly weaker sections of the
society like women and elderly old
man are more prone to visit PHC.
This has cost lot of their lives.
Responsible elected candidates of
the day and overall govt should
keep all these in mind in the
interest of human lives.
It is also high time that the area
have atleast one OIL Pump
installed. Until today, we depend
on Kangpokpi Oil Pump which is
not pretty good for consideration.
It will be such a good and a
blessing move had govt pave way
to make this issue a reality. Also,
this will certainly enhance the
people of this region and
encourage them to better
contribute towards development.
Meanwhile, it will also encourage

more connectivity from village to
village and village to town.
Conclusion:
In today’s world, it is strange
thing, by considering modern
technology and services, to not
avail our essential needs which are
part of our day to day
requirements . Apart from govt,
private and several social
organisations should also come
forward to fulfil the ultimate
dreams of the people; govt should
also equally pay attention to that
of the valley regions for the
development of this areas. All
players- Public and private sector
including individuals, all should
collectively come forward to make
this area a better place. More so,
govt should fulfil the need of the
public demands and realized that,
it is already late to further play
with the sentiment of the people
of I.T Road.
We, the people of I.T Road are
hungry for Quality education in
government schools with no proper
residential for the staffs; hungry
for having good road connectivity;
more so, means for proper public
transport and communication;
installation of Bank, Oil
Pump,ATM and several other
modern developmental activities.
If there happened to meet atleast
50% of the mentioned public
needs, the common people of this
regions may feel as if their rights
to acquire and have is fulfil by the
govt. Therefore, govt should play
bigger role to Peter out all the ill
perceptions of general public had
over them.
(Views express are personal.The
writer can be reached at
thanggoulhangum@gmail.com or
Mob no: 6009061082)
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What lesson has Covid-19 taught us?
By: Ph Didar

The
Coronavirus
pandemic which has
engulfed the entire globe
today and is threatening
the very surv iv al of
humanity on this planet
stands before us with
many challenges which we
are forced to encounter.
Already around 5 lakh
people have lost their
lives and around one
crore people have been
reported to be infected.
The tragic graph is
showing no sign of
flattening; instead there
is a continuous spiralling
upward.
Nobody knows where
things will ultimately
stop. The economies of
most of the country
already stand shattered,
foreboding even a more
serious scenario. The
cycle of industrial activity

stands baulked rendering a
sizable population around
the world jobless. We
shudder to think of the
miseries of the families of
those who have lost their
livelihood.
Social activities across
the entire spectrum of life
stand badly affected.
Religious
gatherings,
marriage
functions,
celebratory events have
practically stopped. Even
political activities like
election rallies, convassing
for votes, reaching out to
be electorate in various
ways seem to be coming to
full stop. People are
communicating with one
another through v ideo
conferencing. But this will
not work indefinitely.
Normal functioning of all
gamuts of life need to be
restored at the earliest

Assistant Sub- Inspector in Manipur Police Department
possible.
Things have taken a more
serious turn as far as
international activities are
concerned. Most of the
domestic flights as well as
international flights are yet
to be brought to normalcy.
International conferences,
diplomatic engagements,
meeting of leaders of
different countries for
bilateral and multilateral
cooperation for bettering
the lot of their people are
held in a abeyance for an
indefinite period of time.
All this has generated a
sense of pessimism all
around, an atmosphere of
uncertainty every where
and an inexplicable and
disconcerting gloom all
over.
But this is only one side

of the picture, the dark
side. There is another side
of the picture too, the
bright side. The pandemic
has thrown before us
opportunities galore. While
the challenges are many,
opportunities are very
many.
The
present
undesirable situation has
given us time to introspect
as to where we have gone
wrong and what have been
the aberrations on our part.
We have to chart out a new
course of action, and make
amendments wherever
necessary.
This unique pestilence
has opened up the
opportunities for new
researches
and
innov ations. Scientific
activity in the field of
medicine is on its peak to

National News

India’s first international standard music college
in the name of Pt. Deenanth Mangeshkar
By Raju Vernekar
Mumbai, Sept 29:
On the occasion of 92 nd
birth day of legendary
singer Bharat Ratna Lata
Mangeshkar,
the
Maharashtra Government
announced to set up India’s
first music college of
international standards in
the name of her father
Master
Deenanath
Mangeshkar in Mumbai, on
Monday.
Maharashtra Higher and
Technical
Education
Minister Uday Samant
tweeted, “Under the
leadership of Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray and the
initiativ e of Aditya
Thackeray, my department
will
establish
an
international standard
Master
Deenanath
Mangeshkar Government
Music College on the
occasion of the birthday of
Empress Lata Didi.”
This is planned to be India’s
first music college of
international standard and
will produce the next
generation of singers and
songwriters.
Pandit

Master Deenanath and Lata Mangeshkar (file pic).
Deenanath Mangeshkar was
the father of well-known
singers Lata Mangeshkar,
Asha Bhosle, Meena
Khadikar
and
Usha
Mangeshkar as well as
composer Hridaynath
Mangeshkar.
At present there is a
department of music
functioning under the
University of Mumbai. It is
one of the oldest and first
Universities founded in
India in 1857. It was later
converted into the regular
Department of Music. It
offers a three-year Degree
Course in vocal music –
Bachelor of Fine Arts (Music
Vocal) was added to

existing two year Diploma
Course in Music H.V.C. In
1985, two year Diploma
Course in Music Hindustani
Instrumental Classical –
Sitar and Hindustani Vocal
Light were started. In 1988
two-year Diploma Course in
Music
Hindustani
Instrumental Classical –
Tabla and in 1989 two-year
Post-graduate Course in
Vocal Music – Master of Fine
Arts (Music Vocal) were
started in the Department
of Music. Three Year
Degree Courses (B.F.A.) in
Hindustani Instrumental
Classical – Sitar and Tabla
were started in 1991.
The Faculty in the

Department of Music
consists of Reader and
Lecturer in Vocal Music,
Leading and renowned
performers belonging to
various traditions are
appointed on the posts of
Honorary Music Instructors.
Apart from this regular staff
on Faculty, many renowned
scholars, experts, music
performers are invited as
Visiting Lecturers to give
lecturers, demonstrations
and exhibit performance
excellence and teach theory
syllabus to the students of
the Department.
The Government of Goa has
already set up the “
Deenanath Mangeshkar
Kala Mandir ( DMKM) at
Pan a j i i n G o a . D M K M
seeks to foster and coordinate the activities in
t h e d i f fe r e nt c u lt ur a l
f i e l d s s uc h a s m u s i c ,
drama, dance, literature,
fine arts etc to promote
the cultural unity. It also
co-operates with similar
i ns t i t u t i o ns i n o t h er
states for the furtherance
of i ts o bj ec ts and f or
enrichment of the Indian
Culture as a whole.

Tourism potential of NE Region highlighted
on the 2nd day of Destination of NE 2020

IT News
Imphal, Sept 29:

The second day of the
ongoing Destination North
East 2020, a mega online
event, with the theme
“Emerging
Delightful
Destinations”, held on 28th
September 2020, witnessed
the participation of the states
of Arunachal Pradesh, Assam,
Manipur and Meghalaya.
Welcoming all on behalf of
North East States to visit
North East Region, Prof.
Biman Kumar Dutta, Member
NEC, highlighted about the
tourism potentials of North
East Region, rich biodiversity
hotspots, historical and
religious places and other
important tourist attractions

like Tea Estates, scenically
beautiful places & historical
monuments besides the
hospitality of people of the
North East Region.
The event saw the
presentation of cultural
mosaic, dances, places of
tourist attractions, choirs,
state icons, achievers and
entrepreneurs of the
participating states. A R
Mathing, Miss Manipur
extended welcome on behalf
of her state. Special
messages were delivered by
Dhiraj,
international
footballer from Manipur and
Khangembam Khoni, Dancer
from the state. Introduction
to Fashion designers Asa
Kazingmei and Robert
Akashang, Tea entrepreneurs

Elizabeth Yembam of Dweller
and Raina Khangembam of
Lotus Tea was also presented.
There were also Cultural
presentations of Dance and
Music like Lahairouba, Pung
Cholom and Ras Lila.
During the programme Chief
Minister of Manipur, Shri N,
Biren Singh, requesting the
Prime Minister to make
Manipur a must visit region
in India, spoke about the
endowment of rich cultural
heritage, diversity, natural
beauty vis a vis unexplored
tourist potential existing in
the state of Manipur. He
informed about the diverse
tribes,
customs
and
traditions of Manipur and
reflected on the cultural and
traditional
practices

prevalent in the state.
Expressing hope that the Act
East Policy of Government of
India will go a long way in
developing the North East
Region, Chief Minister,
Manipur, felt that there is a
genuine need to create
awareness about the
Tourism potential in
Manipur as this sector
provides the largest
employment and revenue.
Chief Minister, Manipur,
informing about the various
development projects in the
pipeline of the Manipur
Government, aimed towards
developing tourism and
called for exploring different
methods which could unlock
the full potential of tourism
and make it widely inclusive.

discover treatment for this
disease. The situation has
generated in us a new
health consciousness. New
vistas of order and
discipline in life are
opening up. People are
becoming conscious of their
duties to one another.
Overcrowding at different
places is going to be
stopped. Social distancing
is being faithfully learnt,
which certainly will go a
long way in infusing new
order and system into our
lives. Wasteful expenditure
on various social functions
will be avoided. It will pave
the way for rejuvenation of
our economies, including
the national and global
economies.
Digital
revolution is getting
intensified.
Physical

mov ements will
be
reduced. Various activities
will be performed online.
Thanks to the reduction
of
ov ercrowding,
environmental degradation
will stop. People, nations
and the world will develop
a new urge for selfreliance, particularly in the
economic sphere. Health
consciousness will teach us
the value of sanitation. Our
village and cities and all
public places will now be
more neat and clean. The
tendency for the world to
become one was never
witnessed so much before
as now. The basic concept
of our integrity is now going
to become a reality. The
world is now moving
towards a greater and
greater globalisation. The
global epidemic has taught
us that we have all common

pains and common
pleasures; so sharp
compartmentalisation
of the world into
various blocks will end
in future.
Let us hope that the
post COVID-19 period
will witness the
emergence of a new
world, a better world,
a
new
global
dispensation
and
certainly a far more
satisfying new world
order. “ The old order
change the yielding
place to new.”
We should well
remember “ If winter
comes, can spring be
far behind?”
Now pessimism needs
to be replaced by
optimism
and
negativism must yield
place to positivism.

More State News
JNIMS Nurses and Non Teaching
staff preparing agitation
demanding 7th pay implementation
IT News
Imphal, Sept 19:
Nurses Association of
JNIMS Publicity Secretary N
Jeni in a press release
stated that the Nonteaching Association and
Nurses’ Association along
with Nurses Association,
JNIMS have submitted a
joint application to the
President, JNIMS society
regarding
non
implementation of 7th Pay
Commission for JNIMS.
The
Non-Teaching

Association comprises all
grade -III, Grade –IV
employees of JNIMS and
Nurses’
Association,
comprising all the nurses
working at JNIMS Hospital
it said. Nurses Association
of JNIMS further states
that the entire staff of
JNIMS Hospital are working
hard day and night serving
the COVID-19 patients.
JNI MS e mploy ees are
taking the main role in
fi ghti ng a gain st t he
disease. Many departments
in the state including the

health Dept. have credited
the 7th Pay to their
employees account while
those who are serving by
risking lives as COVID
warriors have been
neglected by the Govt, and
fails to provide the 7th pay
commission in time. The
two Association jointly took
a decision to go further
steps including agitation if
the govt. Fails to give 7th
pay within the month of
October on salary for the
month of September 2020
it said the statement.

CM launches e-challan and
e-payment system
IT News
Imphal, Sept 29:
Chief Minister N. Biren
Singh launched the eChallan and e-Payment
System of Transport
department, Government
of Manipur at Chief
Minister’s Secretariat
yesterday.
Speaking on the occasion,
Chief Minister said that
such system is a citizen
friendly system which will
improve accountability and
transparency, prevention of
leakages, real time
collection of fine/penalty

amount. The system would
also reduce the work load
and paper work of
Transport enforcement and
Traffic Police. Let us all
collectively work for better
governance in the State, he
added.
On the occasion, Chief
Minister also launched
Dealer Point Registration
System and Online Permit
System for the vehicles. A
documentary on the steps
taken by the Transport
department during the
pandemic
was
also
screened during the
function.

With the introduction of the
newly launched systems,
the fees for Smart card
drivin g li c en se a nd
registration certificates
for vehicles will be reduced
from Rs. 436 and Rs. 643
respectively to Rs 200.
Minister for Education S.
Rajen Singh, Minister for
Transport Vungzagin Valte,
Addl. Chief Secretary M.H.
Khan, Principal Secretary
P. Vaiphei, officials of
v ari o us
b a nks,
representatives of various
Vehicle Dealers and others
were present during the
function.

Assam Rifles provides a new toilet
block at Bongmol Village
Tengnoupal District
IT News
Chandel, Sept 29:
Chandel Battalion of 26 Sector
Assam Rifles under the aegis
of IGAR (South) provided a
new Toilet Block at Village
Bongmol, Tengnoupal District,
Manipur constructed under
the Border Area Development
Programme.
On 27 September 2020, a
toilet block was handed over
to village authorities in an

inaugural function which was
attended by village authority
members and villagers. The
border area development
program was undertaken
along with M/S Ranjan
Enterprises, funded by the
State planning department
for the welfare of people
of state.
Assam Rifles has always
bee n
committed
in
development of the North
Eastern region and providing

assistance to villages in
maintaining a clean and
healthy environment which
shall contribute immensely to
uphold the concept of Swachh
Bharat Abhiyan. During the
function interaction with
villagers was also organised.
The Villagers present
conveyed their sincere
gratitude towards Assam
Rifles for carrying out
development projects for the
welfare of the villagers.
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Naga body supports separate flag and
constitution demanded by NSCN-IM
Agency
Kohima, Sept. 29:
The Union Territory (UT),
GPRN/NSCN has reaffirmed
unflinching support to the
stand of NSCN (IM) that IndoNaga political solution
should be based on
Framework Agreement
signed between the
Government of India (Gol)
and the NSCN on 3d August,
2015 in presence of Indian
Prime Minister.
In a press release, caretaker
CAO, UT, Kikheto Chishi and
secretary John M. Yim
reiterated the UT’s strong
support to the ongoing
peace process under the

collective leadership of Q
Tuccu, president, Tongmath
Wangnao, vice president and
Th. Muivah, ato kilonser
who is also the NSCN’s chief
negotiator.
“We stand that recognising
the identity and unique
history of the Nagas is
recognising the Naga’s flag
and Yehzabo (Constitution)
and that any solution to
Naga political problem
without flag and Ychzabo
will be a repetition of past
agreements which cannot
bring permanent peace,” it
said.
The release urged the Gol to
exercise political will to solve
the Indo- Naga political

conflict based on the
Framework Agreement and
Naga national flag and
Yehzabo must form part of
the final agreement.
Wancho Region: The Wancho
Region has reiterated its
stand to support Naga
solution base on the
Framework Agreement and
expressed solidarity to stand
by the organization’s
demand for recognition of
Naga flag and Yehzabo (Naga
constitution) as part of the
Naga solution and thereby
qualify the solution as
honorable and acceptable.
Caretaker CAO Wanham
Wangsa
and
region
secretary Khampai Wangsa

urged the Government of
India to exercise political
maturity, respecting the
historical and political rights
of the Naga people.
Ao Region: The NSCN/GPRN
Ao Region it its meeting
held on September 26 has
unanimously reaffirmed to
support the 3rd August
2015
Framework
Agreement and declared
that non solution shall be
honourable or acceptable
without the Naga national
flag
and
Yehzabo
(constitution), informed a
release issued by CAO Ao
Region, P Lima Kichu and
region secretary N Tia
Jamir.

“PMJAY at Shija Eye Care Foundation”
IT News
Imphal, Sept. 29:
An MOU for implementation
of Ayushman Bharat – Pradhan
Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (AB
– PMJAY) has been signed
between Shija Eye Care
Foundation, State Health
Agency, Govt. of Manipur and
Medi Assist Insurance TPA Pvt.
Ltd. on 23 rd September,
2020.
With the signing of the said
MOU, beneficiaries of AB –
PMJAY can avail the advanced
eye care services of Shija Eye
Care Foundation. The signed
MOU was handed to Ch.
Dhananjoy, Sr. Advocate,

Manipur High Court who is
also the Secretary, Shija
Foundation on the occasion of
2 nd Anniversary of AB – PMJAY
at a solemn function
organized at the office of the
Deputy Commissioner, Imphal
West.
In today’s function, Mr.
Laishram Gunachandra Singh,
Arogya Mitra of Shija
Hospitals was awarded as the
Best Arogya Mitra from
Private Hospital Category for
reliable and consistent service
and support at Shija Hospitals
help-desk with claims portal
handling skills on TMS. He was
given a Certificate and a cash
award of Rs. 5000/-.

Shija Eye Care Foundation has
6 full time specialists with sub
specialty supported by more
than 50 staff. It is mentored
by LAICO and Aravind Eye
Care Systems, Madurai.
Facilities of Shija Eye Care
Foundation are Glaucoma,
Cornea, Diabetic Retinopathy,
Cataract,
Pediatric

Ophthalmology &amp; Squint,
Oculoplasty,
Ptosis,
Entropion,
Ectropion,
Orbitotomy, Community
Ophthalmology, etc. The
signing of MOU will greatly
benefit the beneficiaries of AB
– PMJAY card holders to
undergo various eye
treatments.
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NABARD extends all possible
assistance to SHG entrepreneur
- Dr M Srinivasa Rao

IT News
Imphal Sept 29:

A 15 days Livelihood
Entrepreneur Development
Program begins today at the
conference Hall of PDS New
Checkon Imphal East in
connection with the
inauguration of a Rural
Mart constructed by the
Peoples’s Development
Society under the financial
assistance of NABARD.
Speaking on the occasion
General Manager of
NABARD Dr. M. Srinivasa
Rao said that NABARD has
been promoting and
extending all possible
assistant to the Shelf help
groups (SHG) to empower
them economic freedom.
He said that NABRAD
encourages members of the
SHGs which are providing
training to the women
community to generate
income.
The Rural Mart is being
opened to give marketing
support to the handloom
artisan of the state, he said
and added that products of
the artisans can be

marketed at the newly
inaugurated mart.
He further added that the
NABARD has been financing
the LEDP. Here women are
being provided training .
The training programme
begin today will enhance
tailoring skill to women for
pr oduc tion of scho ol
uniform and there are
already 3 LEDP opened.
Des ignin g and cutt ing
machine are available at
th e center and tho se
participating the training
will be finance by the

Manipur Rural Bank for
procurement of machines
as well as working capital.
These will boo st t he
financial condition of the
entrep rene urs Dr. M.
Srinivasa Rao said.
Secretary of the PDS Th
Biramangol, Chairman of
the the Manipur Rural Bank
Samrendu Samal, state
Mission Dire ctor of
MSR LM I mphal East N
Basanta and DDM of
NABARD Imphal East I
Premjoy
wer e
also
attended on the occasion.

Farmers training programme NFSM held

IT New
Imphal, Sept 29:

Farmers
training
programme on Cropping
System based training
under National Food
Security Mission (NFSM)
was conducted today at
Chandel Khullen Village,
Chandel. The programme
was organized by District
Agriculture Office, Chandel.
The programme was
attended by Ts. Gladny
Monsang,
District
Agriculture
Officer,
Chandel; Ts. Leenda
Monsang, ACTO (Plant
Breeding), KVK Chandel and
Rt. Hringlun, District SMS,
Agriculture Department,
Chandel as presidium
member. During the event
Cropping System base
training were conducted for
the farmers. The resource

persons were Ts. Leenda
Monsang, ACTO (Plant
Breeding), KVK Chandel;
Maku Jimrose, ATM,
Khangbarol (ATMA); Tailyn
Hrangbung,
BTM,
Chakpikarong (ATMA) and
Rl. Peter, ATM Tengnoupal
(ATMA). Thereafter the

training,
interaction
programme was also
conducted between the
farmers and experts. 50
farmers have attended the
training and interaction
programme. Fieldpea
variety Aman seeds were
distributed to the farmers.

Two days training cum Input injection
programme on Cultivation of Sweet/Baby
corn in Maize based Cropping System held
IT News
Imphal, Sept 29:
A two days training cum
Input injection programme
on Cultivation of Sweet/
Baby corn in Maize based
Cropping System to insure
300% cropping intensity
sponsored under Maize
collaborative Project: ICARIndian Institute of Maize
Research, PAU Campus
Ludhiana Punjab organized
jointly by Krishi Vigyan
Kendra Chandel and ICAR
Research Complex for NEH
Region Manipur Centre
Lamphelpat Imphal has
been started today at 10:00
a.m at Conference Hall,
Krishi Vigyan Kendra
Chandel. The function was
grace by Shri. Ruwndar
David Boyes, International
Humanitarian
and
Dev elop m en t- F reel an e
Consultant and currently
involve in Farming and
Coffee plantation. Speaking

on the occasion, the Chief
Guest addressed the
participants to put in their
best efforts in farming
activities. He also said that
interest is the main
ingredient for success as a
farmer.
Dr. Kl. Levish (Agronomy)
KVK Chandel spoke on the
importance
and
its
Scientific Techniques of

growing Sweet/Baby corn.
The programme was
attended by Scientist of KVK
Chandel. 30 participants
from different surrounding
villages of Chandel District
have attended the training
programme. Inputs like
Hybrid Sweet Corn,
Mustard, Pea were also
distributed
to
the
participants.
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