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Major reshuffle amidst opposition from BJP MLAs

6 dropped, 5 in: Ex-MLA Okram Henry, Ex-MLA O. Lukhoi
among five sworn as Cabinet Minister
IT News
Imphal, Sept. 24:
Amidst protest from some
fellow BJP MLAs, a major
reshuffle in the N. Biren
Singh led coalition
government took place
today by dropping 6
cabinet ministers and
inducting 5 new MLAs
including 2 ex-MLAs who
had resigned from the
congress party.
The two ex- MLAs inducted
as minister today are
Okram Henry Singh and
Oinam Lhukhoi Singh. Both
were congress MLAs who
had resigned from the
state Assembly and joined
the BJP in August this year.

Nyemlang
in NSCN
(R) camp:
Akato
Courtesy- Nagaland
Post
Kohima, Sept. 24:
Chairman of
the
breakaway faction of
NSCN (K), ‘Lt. Gen’
(Retd) Nyemlang Konyak
along with four of his
“followers” have joined
NSCN (Reformation) and
were presently at the
group’s designated
camp in Mon.
NSCN (R) vice president,
Akato Chophi confirmed
that Nyemlang and his
“followers” with all
weapons
and
ammunition have safely
reached NSCN (R)
designated camp.
Setting
to
rest
speculations
that
Nyemlang surrendered
to Indian forces along
with the arms and
ammunition, Akato said
Nyemlang expressed
desire to join NSCN (R)
for which the group
under the initiative of
its president, Wangtin
Naga
approached
Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA), Government of
India to provide “safe
passage”.
Akato said MHA was
approached
for
“clearance” as they
(NSCN-K) were not in
ceasefire with the
Government of India and
that the security forces
aided in facilitating the
passage.
“Nyemlang and his
followers did not
surrender themselves or
the
arms
and
ammunition, not a
single bullet. They are
now safe and are with
us in our designated
camp,” said Akato.
Contd. on Page 4

Yumnam Khemchand and
many other Ministers
including those from the
NPP and the NPF along with
10 BJP MLAs abstained
from the swearing in
ceremony held today. None
of the opposition members

The other three inducted as
Minister in the government
are MLA Sorokhaibam Rajen
, Thokchom Satyabrata
Singh and Vungzagin Valte.
All the three are from the
BJP. One more cabinet seat
is still yet to be filled as 6
cabinet ministers has been

removed
from
the
government . Those
removed from the Ministry
are Education Minister Th.
Radeshyam, Social Welfare
Minister Nemcha Kipgen,
Agriculture Minister V.
Hangkhalian,
Health
Minister L. Jayentakumar,

PHED Minister Kaishii and
CAF & PD Minister Karam
Shyam.
Swearing in ceremony of
the newly inducted
ministers took place today
at Raj Bhavan today.
Speaker of the Manipur
Legislative
Assembly

IT News
Imphal, Sept 24:
Mass Awareness Campaign
against illicit poppy/ganja
cultivation and drugs in
Manipur, which started
from September 15

CM lays foundation stone for Bridge at Lilong

people also have their
responsibility
in
eradicating corruption.
They should remove the
notion from their minds
that they won’t get job or
their works can’t get done

without bribery. It is a fact
that nobody can stop
qualified candidates from
being appointed to their
applied posts, he said. As
such, one should start a
change from oneself, he

swearing in ceremony are
deputy speaker
Kh.
Robindro, BJP MLA Dingo,
MLA Ashab Uddin and exMLA Paonam Brojen and
other top officials of the
state
gov ernment
departments.

Awareness Campaign against
illicit poppy/ganja cultivation
and drugs concludes

IT News
Imphal, Sept. 24:
Chief Minister N. Biren
Singh laid the foundation
stone for Lilong Litan
Makhong RCC Bridge to be
constructed over Turel
Ahanbi near Lilong Bazaar in
Thoubal District today.
Speaking at the occasion, N.
Biren Singh said that the
Government has been
feeling the need for an RCC
bridge at the locality since
quite a long time. As such,
the Government has decided
to construct it there, he
added. Stating that it is a
modern society and it is not
the time for political
speeches, the Chief Minister
maintained that the need of
the hour is to deliv er
people’s needs through
visible actions and works.
Regarding corruption, the
Chief Minister observed that

also attended the swearing
in ceremony . Power
Minister Th. Bishwajit was
also not attended in the
swearing in swearing in
ceremony as he has been
under home quarantine.
Those present in today’s

observed.
Ex-MLA of Lilong AC, Abdul
Nasir,
Commissioner
(Works) P. Vaiphei and PWD
Chief Engineer Kh. Temba
were also present at the
function.

concluded today. A closing
function was held at 1st
M.R. Banquet hall.
Altogether 80 village chiefs
and
representatives
attended the session , and
discussed in depth about
the issue. The village
chiefs/representatives ,
who attended the program
are from v illages of
Senapati,
Kamjong,
Chandel, Tengnoupal,
Churachandpur, Ukhrul and
Bishnupur Districts. The
said meeting was chaired
by Shri. L.M. Khaute, IPS,
Director General of Police,
Manipur and attended by
other senior police officers,
namely, Shri. Ashutosh
Kumar Sinha, IPS, Addl.
Director General of Police
(Int.), Shri Clay Kongsai,
IPS, IGP Z-II, Shri Lunsieh
Kipgen, IPS, IGP Z- III,
Shri. K. Jayanta,IPS,
Inspector General of Police,
ZoneI,
Shri.
K.
Radhashyam Singh, IPS,
IGP (Int./NAB), Shri
Themthing N., IPS, DIG R-I
and R-II, Shri Angam
Romanus IPS, DIG-III, Shri
K. Kabib, IPS, DIG R-IV, Shri
Ningshen W., IPS, SP/
Ukhrul, Shri Pradeep, IPS,
SP/Senapati,
Shri
Vikramjit Singh, MPS, SP/
Tengnoupal, Shri W. Basu

Singh, MPS, SP/Narcotics
and Affairs of Border,
Manipur, Smt Priyadashini,
MPS, SP/Bishnupur, Shri
Ningam Siro MPS, SP/
Kamjong, Shri Madhunimai,
MPS, SP/Chandel and Shri
Shivanand Surve, IPS, ASP/
Churachandpur.
In the said meeting, wideranging strategies & issues
were
discussed
for
containment of illicit
poppy/ganja cultivation
and drug menace in the
state. The Village chiefs
also reiterated their stance
against poppy cultivation
and
proposed
for
alternative crops to replace
poppy. This meeting has
clearly demonstrated
willingness of both the
public and the police to
fight this drug menace
together. While highlighting
the current drug and illicit
poppy cultivation in Manipur,
the DGP has appealed to the
conscience of the gathering
to put in sincere efforts
jointly for the sake of the
future generations. The
village
chiefs
were
requested to submit to their
respective SPs plans for
alternative cropping/
means of livelihood for
onward submission to the
government.

On PLA’s 42nd Raising Day
RPF President Irengbam Chaoren’s expresses serious concerns on COVID-19 pandemic
IT News
Imphal, Sept 24:
President of the proscribed
group
Revolutionary
Peoples’ Front (RPF), while
paying respect to all the
martyrs who laid down their
precious lives in the course
of the rev olutionary
mov ement
showed
solidarity to all the people
who have been suffering
untold misery on account of
the coronavirus pandemic.
In his message to the
people on occasion of the
42nd Raising Day of its army
wing People s’ Liberation
Army (PLA) which falls on
September 25, the RPF
leader appreciates and
convey his gratitude to all

the frontline warriors of
COVID-19 namely; health
care workers, police, media
persons, transporters,
NGOs, CSOs, local clubs,
student
bodies and
volunteers who have been
battling against the
pandemic selflessly.
The President of the RPF
stated that for the last 70
years since India forcibly
annexed Manipur on
October 15, 1949, our
people have been leading a
miserable life in the face of
myriad colonial repressive
policies of the government
of India. In this juncture a
new virus SARS-CoV-2
(COVID-19)
inv aded
surfaced all of a sudden in
March this year and

multiplied the woes and
suffering of our people. It
is not only Manipur which
has been attacked by
COVID-19 but the entire
humanity living in this
planet. In this Global
Pandemic more than 9 Lakh
and 70 thousand people
have been killed and more
than 3 crore and 10 lakh
people have been infected
by the virus across the
world. In Manipur too,
many people have been
killed and infected by the
virus apart from completely
derailing socio-economic
life of the whole State.
To tackle and bring the
contagion under control is
the first and foremost
priority for all of us.

Although we do not know
everything about COVID19, everyone is aware of
the
major
factors
responsible for widespread
transmission of the virus in
Manipur. Yet, we are unable
to contain the disease
effectively. The unfolding
situation does not warrant
putting the entire blame on
inadequate health care
facilities and other related
infrastructure because we
have already seen how
badly affected are the USA
and Europe by the
coronavirus although they
have the best health care
facilities and the most
modern infrastructure. It is
of utmost importance for
the government to take up

appropriate and sufficient
measures and at the same
time, public should put
complete trust in these
measures and follow them
strictly. However, it is highly
questionable whether the
puppet Manipur government
shall ever have the will and
sagacity to draw up and
enforce appropriate policies
to contain the pandemic
In this Global Pandemic,
the top most worst affected
countries are the most
popular
democratic
countries respectively.
Whereas these countries
have no concrete policies
and are unable to enforce
effective measures to
control the pandemic upon
their citizens, the citizens

think they have the right
and freedom to choose
whether they should wear
face mask or not. If we look
up to citizens of these
countries, the pandemic will
overwhelm us more and
more and it would
ultimately become an
insurmountable challenge.
For a numerically small
nation like Manipur, we must
look up to those countries
which have successfully
contained the pandemic,
particularly China, the
policies and methods they
adopted
and
the
responsibilities shared by
citizens of these countries,
and work collectively to save
the nation.
Contd. on Page 3
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My idea of Justice
Politics is more than a
game of numbers
Politics is a game of numbers and it is the quantity and not
quality that matters – and this fact has been proved once again
with the last couple of days witnessing a frantic buzz in the
state political circle with both the ruling as well as the opposition
party engaging in a no-holds barred contest to wrest or maintain
power depending on the perception of the concern party. With
a coalition government which is susceptible to disruptions and
interruptions owing to its unstable foundation, it is no wonder
that those in power are in a perennially unsetting situation,
with the opposition which incidentally happen to secure the
highest single party victory in the latest general election playing
the waiting game, always alert and ready to pounce on the
slightest sliver of opportunity to toplle the present bunch running
the state. Today, in an effort to save the chair and the party in
power, the leader and his trusted deputies will have to take
some very uncomfortable and potentially dangerous decisions,
mainly to ease the pressures from within and without. And
within this balancing act, there are rumours that certain
tainted- or rather more tainted characters will have to be
accomodated in the ministry.
While the need to preserve themselves and the power they
weild is understandable, the evident act of compromising on
the aspirations of the people has shown that these bunch will
stoop to whatever level is required to achieve their ends. What
was perceived as an upright and empathic government has
now began to show a different colour, and the change that the
peole is witnesing is not a very comforting or popular one.
It is said that if the government is afraid of the people,
then it is democracy; and if the people is afraid of the
government then it is autocracy. Judging by recent trends, our
elected leaders who are very much present and active on social
media have been found to take offence at the slightest hint of
provocation regardless of whether the remarks or comments
merit considerations at all. Intimidation and allusions of
retributions should give way to patience and empathy. Treating
their present positions and perks as inherited righs by the
elected representatives does not bode well for anybody, and
this harsh truth would have been felt by a few unfortunate
representatives today itself. What is being played out at present
looks like a desperate attempt at holding on to their positions
by a few leaders by building up a support system of cronies
who have pledged their allegiance to their new leader by ditching
their former parties. Evidently, party ideologies and loyalty
are concepts alien to these individuals, and if anyone is to be
blamed for their incorrigible actions and conducts, it is the
people who have let themselves into being honeytrapped into
gving up their precious suffrage, and thus belittling themselves.
Politics can and should be a powerful tool for uplifting the
public, but as long as the public is susceptible to momentary
lapses of judgment and bribery, we are in for a long haul. The
only solution is for us to make ourselves count; not as numbers
but as individuals with opinions and resolutions.

India’s stake in ‘Naya’
Afghanistan?
India’s presence in the recently commenced intra Afghan peace
talks signals that she wants to play a meaningful role in a post war
Afghanistan, but there remain caveats
By- Pranay Kumar Shome
It is not often that a war torn
country gets a lucrativ e
opportunity to turn the clock
back, the intra Afghan peace
talks ostensibly aimed at ending
the almost two decade old civil
war in Afghanistan which has
battered the country’s economy
and polity offers.
The intra Afghan talks are
happening after a lot of jousting
and discord marked by routine
armed clashes between the
Taliban and the Afghan armed
forces, routine killing of civilian
and the resulting disruption of
peace.
Peace in Afghanistan at last?
The much anticipated intra
Afghan talks perhaps sets the
tone for the perpetual and
nimble footed enforcement of
peace
in
Afghanistan.
Afghanistan has borne the brunt
of external interference in the
last four decades starting with
the Soviet invasion of 1979
followed by the covert
interference of US, Pakistan etc.

They poured not only billions of
dollars in Afghanistan to carry
out ‘jihad’ but were successful
in preventing the ‘domino
effect’ of communism in South
Asia but it came at an enormous
cost for ordinary Afghans.
When the Taliban was driven out
of power in 2001 after ruling the
country with an iron fist for five
years, the invasion by US and
other coalitional forces seemed
to providing a new dawn of
development for Afghanistan.
Alas the ordinary Afghans
continued to face the horrific
spectre of death, economic
underdevelo p m en t , m ass
poverty etc. In this context
the intra Afghan peace talks
firmly sets the pace for the
arrival of peace in the war torn
country.
Peace talks-advantage India?
India has been the highest
contributor towards rebuilding
the Afghan economy, investing
close to $3 billion since 2002.
Contd. on Page 3
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By -Janghaolun haokip
1. Introduction
It would be hard to imagine a
civilization without ‘justice’
being a part and parcel of the
fabric of the whole system of
governance. Had there been no
notion of justice, there would be
discontented peoples from all
walks of life. From the dawn of
civilization, ‘justice’ stands for
giving
and
making an
equilibrium on the part where
some wants to prove that might
is right. But is it possible to have
an unbiased and fair treatment?
The answer lies as we turn the
pages of the world’s ancient
civilizations –the most notable –
the Mesopotamian civilization.
In it we are assured that there
was unbiased and a fair
judgement for all. “An Eye for
an eye” states the Hammurabi
code, a code which is just and
fair as well.
2. My Idea of Justice
My idea of justice is absolute
fairness for all, irrespective of
one’s race, religion, or region,
and regardless of socioeconomic status, political
leanings, or professional and
personal backgrounds. It is
granting everyone the natural
right to liberty in having what
they
deser ve
without
restrictions on grounds of the
individual’s capacity and ability,
but purely on grounds of simply
being human; and as a citizen
of a state with certain defined
laws and rights thereby granted
to the individual. It does not
discriminate or differentiate, it
does not suppress or oppress,
nor the rich or the poor, and nor
the capable or the incapable. My
idea of Justice therefore seeks
to uphold a person’s dignified
integrity and safeguard the
person from any illicit threat to
the person’s mental and
emotional well-being. It aims to
promote and encourage fairness
for all; while it discourages any
violation of rights that are so
perceived
or
naturally
recognised through conscience
and laid down laws of our world
and our institutions.
3. Challenges to Justice
Unfortunately, as beautiful as it
is in its essence and meaning,
the idea of Justice has for the
most part been undermined by
various mechanisms. The
elements of these mechanisms
are mostly inimical to the overall
human society as it hinders and
obstructs the natural law of
justice and equality for all. They
are detrimental to peace and
harmony, and trust-building and
reliabi lity of t he socie ty.
Elements of hate, prejudice,
and selfishness or egocentrism
are ofte n the obs truct ing
elements of prosperity and
tranquillity of our society that
are projected and materialised
thr ough mecha nisms as
governance and societal and
organisatio nal
set-ups,
hindering a harmonious and
well-developed society.
My idea of justice, particularly
in our society, is far too
neglected; justice no longer
consoles the cries of innocent
wom en a nd ch ildr en, the
powerless, and mostly the weak
and the poor. It fails to stand in
solidarity and as a solace for the
victims of grave violations of
Human Rights, and fails to grant
them their me ntal and
emotional liberty to peace and
harmony. In other words, it
unfort unat ely
indi rect ly
promotes crime through its
inactions. Consequently, crime
rat es are a t a rapi d ri se.
Mention could be made of the

rise in crimes against women
and children. They are often
victims of trafficking, forced
lab our
amounting
to
pro stit utio n
an d
ch ild
por nogra phy. This rise in
crimes against women and the
subsequent lack of justice make
victims desperately run from
pillar to post. People therefore
begin to lose faith in the system
and thereby the citizens support
and glorify the taking of the law
into their own hands without any
regard to the system that they
see as failed , biased, and
unreliable.
4. Factors responsible for the
failure of Justice
The re are m any fact ors
responsible for victims being
failed by the system of Justice.
However, we will only largely
discuss the m ost relev ant
factors below:
4.1 The importance of being
learned
Everyone must be aware of his
or her rights; the rights to
equality and the need to fight
for it. If one does not know his
or her rights, there is no way
that he/she could stand out and
fight for Justice, but worse, he/
she wouldn’t even be conscious
of what Justice really is. And
th eref ore,
we
beco me
vulnerable to being exploited
against our rights. One must
therefore deliberately learn and
understand his/her rights. This
simply means that you have to
po ssess the kn owledge of
human rights and equally know
what to do and where to go to
seek redress if your rights are
violated.
4.2 Unde rstanding the
“money-trap”
Most of us today are victims of
what we termed as “moneytrap”. We are often readily
inclined towards misusing the
influence of money. As the
saying goes ‘Love of money is
the root of all evils’, people tend
to show injustice for the sake
of money. In other words,
Justice has become buyable
with a price. The truth then
becomes stored in obscurity.
Even criminals who are liable to
get ting
an
appr opri ate
punishment are being acquitted
under the escape clause wherein
the root cause is money. The law
fights, aids and abets the rich
whereas many destitute people
are deprived of justice simply
because they have no money to
override the system.
4.3 Power fall-out
It is indeed very unfortunate to
say that with unchallenged
pow er c omes the natural
tendency to abuse it. The power
that is ‘the guardian of Law’
often fails to bring many crimes
to justice but has subverted the
idea itself due to reasons best
known to them. Many a time,
there are impending cases
which come to an eventual
closing due to the practical
influence of power. This further
grows deeper into the system to
lead people to strive for power
and prominence with the sole
objective to enjoy and misuse
it thereby victimising the whole
soci ety and the system of
governance.
4.4 The rich-and-poor gap
The wide disparity between the
rich and the poor often makes
someone look down on the poor
because they are lacking behind
in many crucial aspects that
concern the way and means of
living. There are people who
wait for a chance to exploit the
helplessness of the poor in a
world filled with the influence
of money and power. This grows
bigger and deeper into societal

division and hence creates a
misunderstanding that becomes
the root of disharmony and
other evils of the society.
4.5 The failure to fight back:
Our ignorance can often be
ta ken as an ex cuse or be
compromised with our right to
Justice. Likewise, our failure to
redress the issues and taking up
a r epri sal is t aken as our
we akness
by
po ssib le
perpetrators. We fail to stand
up and face injustice to its roots
but let injustice take shape until
it has grown highly influential
and wh eref ore beco me
destructive to the society as well
as an individual life.
5.
Counter acti ve
a nd
Countermeasures
5.1 Justice and Morality
As written by Linda J. Skitka,
Christopher W. Bauman, and
Elizabeth Mullen in an essay of
the relation between Morality
and Justice, “Morality and
justice
hav e
appar ent
similarities. Both facilitate
social interaction, coordination,
and cooperation. Both can feel
like external standards that
somehow should carry more
we ight than in divi duals’
prefere nces. That said,
morality and justice are not
synonymous.” However, the
poi nt i s th at t hey are
complementary to one another.
As suc h, t he m oral ity of
mankind can be more or less
determined from the Justice it
serves, or likewise Justice that
we serve as mankind and to
mankind are the answers to our
standards of morality. This is
about serving Justice as morally
conscious beings, irrespective
of colour, creed, or caste or
anything, regardless. It is to
consider Justice as a moral
obligation so that it becomes a
necessity rather than something
depending on our mere choices.
5.2 Justice and Human Rights
Int erna tional
st anda rds
recognize access to justice as
both a basic human right and a
mea ns t o pr otec t ot her
universally recognized human
rights. The notion of Human
Rights is the direct influence of
Justice. In other words, Human
Rights in itself is Justice. They
are
inte rrela ted,
and
interdependent on each other.
The definition of Justice by the
international community as
dec lared in t he U niv er sal
Declaration of Human Rights
(UDHR) expressed under thirty
articles of rights is a notable
one. Similarly, every nation or
state has their own system of
rights and provisions of Justice
whi ch ar e all goo d in its
expression.
However, the rising problem has
been the lapses in concerned
instit utio ns
t owar ds
implementing and enforcing
these
t heore tica lly
com mend able nat ures of
Justice. The effectiveness
oft en
go es
unchecked,
unnoticed and unconcerned
which opens up a wider scope
to
outr ight
vio lati ons
amounting to serious crimes as
murder or any danger or threat
to life. This therefore calls for
re vive d
po lici es
a nd
programmes for implementing
the promotion and defence of
Human Rights and Justice for
all.
5.3 Justice and Politics
Unfortunately, politics today has
become synonymous with extrajud icia l
ac tivi ties
of
propagandas and conspiracies.
It is toda y a comm on
understanding that politics is
naturally ill-advised and inclined
towards narrow and selfish

goals. In addition, it is the
ce ntre of blam es a nd
accusations, particularly related
to Justice and employment of
justifi able
mech anis ms.
However, on the other hand,
politics or the political entity is
the framer of what Justice is and
what it is not. It is at such a
crucial position that it has the
power to dictate the notion of
justice. Therefore it is a must
for the political entity to realise
their relevance and significance
towards framing policies best
suited for Justice, and as such
framin g and implementing
strict laws and regulations
against perpetrators to warn
people of dire consequences if
Justice is at any way and at any
point being undermined or
exploited.
5.4 Justice and the Judiciary
The Judiciary is inarguably “the
gua rdian of J usti ce.” The
government of India affirms
that the objective of the judicial
system is to ensure the rule of
law and legal secur ity for
individuals. It is the Judiciary
that has the legal authority and
authenticity required towards
anything so related to Justice,
and of promoting and safeguarding Justice. The world
ind eed owes much to its
Judiciary, as even in India; it is
the Judiciary that always stands
up for Justice in engaging itself
in dif ferent situa tions,
regardless of the height of
severity, and certain high risks
involved.
This is not necessarily to say
that the Judiciary is entirely
unquestionable in its nature and
functioning. Nevertheless, it is
the Judiciary that is the inner
wall in promoting and defending
justice. It is the last resort for
individuals and people to turn
to in times of any obstructions
to the access of Justice. With
it, it has a great role to play in
granting Justice where it has
been denied, promoting where
it has been neglected, and
defending where it has been
exploited thereby keeping
Justice accessible to everyone
and by everyone.
6. Conclusion
Dif ferent ind iv id uals and
communities of the world have
different worldview, gender
roles, and beliefs among others,
and thus hav i ng d iffer ent
notions of what is just and what
is unjust. There can be no wholly
valid individual idea of justice
as any i ndiv i dual idea of
anything may be one-sided and
may fail to employ a certain
perspective.
Nevertheless, we ought to
prepare ourselves today by
understanding the essence of
Justice and advocating the
same. The world needs to come
and st and toge ther ; each
co nvic ted
of
h is/h er
responsibility towards access to
Justice for all. In addition, we
also ought to educate our
children by positioning true
education at the forefront as we
nurture our younger generation.
With it, it must remain our
mot to t hat “Trut h alone
triumphs” as Mahatma Gandhi
had quoted, so that we must
bear in mind that the failure in
access to Justice is also a
failure in our moral principles,
our system of governance, our
judiciary, and most of all our
Hum anit y –our go als and
objectives as human beings and
individuals.
Let us therefore tirelessly
strive towards granting
access to Justice for all. This
is my idea of Justice
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India’s stake in ‘Naya’ Afghanistan?
It has executed notable
projects such as the Salma
Dam project, the Afghan
parliament and the Zaranj
Delaram highway in 2005. All
these indicate that India is
one of the major players in
Afghan domestic and
foreign affairs.
When external affairs
minister S Jaishankar said
that the Afghan peace talks
must be “Afghan led,
Afghan owned and Afghan
determined” it has clearly
demonstrated that India has
taken an upper hand in
Afghanistan
vis-à-v is
Pakistan and China. Clearly
the Afghan government is
miffed
at
Pakistan
fomenting and supporting
terrorism on Afghan soil.
The exit of America however
highlights that Afghanistan
could again become the
centre of great power
competition between India,
Pakistan and a new entrant
China.
It is however clear that
since India enjoys the
goodwill of ordinary
Afghans,
Pakistan’s
nefarious designs will be
foiled despite the distinct
possibility that the Taliban
will be in a much more
suitable position to bargain
with the Afghan government
which it dismisses as a
puppet of Western powers
and has vowed to
overthrown and establish an
Islamic emirate.

Pressing concerns still
remain
There still remain many
pressing concerns which
New Delhi must resolve
before playing a meaningful
role in the Afghan peace
process.
Firstly, Pakistan remains a
potent force in Afghanistan.
It is the ideological and
logistical godfather of the
Taliban, Tilak Devasher in
his seminal book ‘PakistanCourting the Abyss’ had
pertinently highlighted that
Pakistani deep state-ISI
continues to provide arms
and monetary support to the
Taliban despite the latter
being a proscribed terror
group under the UN 1267
sanctions committee. The
author also went on to
highlight that besides the
Taliban the dreaded
Haqqani Network is also on
the payroll of the ISI. India
needs to be careful and must
continue
to
expose
Pakistan’s nefarious designs
before the FATF to try and
put an end to Pakistan’s
support to terrorism.
Secondly,
ISIS
has
established a strong
presence in the eastern
parts of the country and has
demonstrated its capacity
to carry out large scale
terror strikes deep within
the heart of Kabul and other
cities in Afghanistan,
besides this the ISIS has
been trying to radicalize and

recruit local youth from India
as well. India therefore must
remain on its guard. The
central government must
enforce the Maharashtra
model of terror renunciation
and reconciliation to prevent
radicalization of its youth.
Thirdly, India must ensure
that the sanctity of the
February 29 peace accord
signed between the Afghan
Taliban and US is upheld in
letter and spirit, New Delhi
should pressurize the
Taliban in following the
peace accord to its core
particularly the provision
that Afghanistan must not be
allowed to be used a launch
pad for launching terror
attacks across South Asia.
Conclusion
Being the world’s largest
democracy and a growing
economic and military power
India must play an important
role in rebuilding , and
resurrecting Afghanistan, it
must be mindful that it
doesn’t play the big brother
here otherwise India’s hard
won diplomatic progress will
go waste. India’s interest
lies in an economically,
socially and politically
prosperous Afghanistan.
****** The writer is a
freelance
columnist,
currently pursuing my
bachelor degree in Political
Science with specialization
in International Relations
from Jadavpur University,
Kolkata, India.

Only a week left for free gas connection under PMUY
IT Correspondent
New Delhi, Sept. 24:
With the deadline for
registering for free gas
connection under Pradhan
Mantri Ujjwala Yojana
(PMUY) (Prime Minister’s
Lighting Scheme), expiring
on September 30, there is
only a week left to avail of
this facility.
The PMUY was launched by
the union government on
May 01, 2016 in Ballia, Uttar
Pradesh
to distribute 50 million LPG
connections to women of

below poverty line (BPL)
families, with an aim to
safeguard the health of
women and children by
providing them with a clean
cooking fuel – LPG, so that
they do not have to
compromise their health in
smoky kitchens or wander
in unsafe areas collecting
firewood.
This scheme is being run in
association with the Union
Ministry of Petroleum and
Natural Gas. In the first
year of its launch, 2.2 crore
connections were allotted.
I n t h e U n i o n

Budget of 2018, its scope
was widened to include
8 c r o r e p o o r
households. The scheme led
to an increase in LPG
consumption by 56% in 2019
as compared to 2014. Over
14.6 million BPL families in
Uttar Pradesh, 8.8 million in
West Bengal, 8.5 million in
Bihar, 7.1 million in Madhya
Pradesh
and
6.3
million families in
Rajasthan, have stated to
have been benefitted, under
the scheme.
Those wanting to have a
LPG connection are required

to visit the Pradhan Mantri
Ujjwala
Yojana
website pmujjwalayojana.com.
On landing on the home
page, they have to click on
the “Download Form’ option
and download the form.
They are required to fill the
details in the form and
submit it to the nearest gas
agency. Besides the
applicants are required to
submit all necessary
documents along with the
form. Once the document
verification process is
complete, the applicants are
given the gas connection.

President Ram Nath Kovind confers NSS
Awards for 2018-19
Agency
New Delhi, Sept 24:
President Ram Nath Kovind
today conferred the National
Service Scheme Awards for
the year 2018-19 through
virtual mode.
The NSS Award for the year
2018-19 was presented to
42 awardees in three
different categories like
University, NSS Units and
their Programme Officers
and NSS Volunteers. Youth
Affairs and Sports Minister
Kiren Rijiju attended the
ceremony from Vigyan
Bhavan in New Delhi.
Speaking at the occasion,
the President said that the
National Service Scheme

aims at’ education through
service. He said, character
building and personality
development of young
volunteers is done through
service and the motto of
this scheme is ‘Not me, but
you’.
Mr Kovind said that it is a
matter of happiness that
about 40 lakh young
students of many technical
institutes, colleges and
universities are serving the
society and the nation by
joining the National Service
Scheme. He said, so far
nearly four crore volunteers
have contributed through
this scheme.
The President said, in the
fight against the global

epidemic COVID-19, the NSS
volunteers have created
awareness about socialdistancing and use of
masks.
On the occasion, Youth
Affairs and Sports Minister
Kiren Rijiju appreciated the
NSS volunteers for rendering
exceptional services during
the challenging times of
COVID-19.
Department of Youth Affairs
confers the National Service
Scheme Award every year to
recognize and reward
outstanding contributions
towards
voluntary
community service.
NSS is a Central Sector
Scheme which was launched
in the year 1969 with the

primary objective of
developing the personality
and character of the student
youth through voluntary
community service. The
ideological orientation of
the NSS is inspired by the
ideals of Mahatma Gandhi.
The NSS volunteers work on
issues of social relevance,
which keep evolving in
response to the needs of the
community, through regular
and special camping
activities. Such issues
include literacy and
education, health, family
welfare and nutrition,
environment conservation,
social service programmes,
rescue and relief during
calamities

there is transmission of
coronavirus at community
level or otherwise. China’s
Wuhan where the deadly
virus surfaced for the first
time has already returned
to normalcy because
Chinese people have
effectively controlled any
further transmission of the
virus. Manipur, being
backward in most aspects
of development, a very
grave situation may
emerge in the society if the
COVID-19 pandemic lingers
longer in the State and such
a grave situation may
produce
serious
repercussions in future. So
we must all concentrate on
controlling the virus. At the
same time, there are many
areas
where
the
government must frame
concrete policies and
programs and work
together with our people in
the midst of the COVID-19
crisis. Augmentation of
health care facilities,
requisition of more health
workers, creation of
conducive atmosphere for
education, restoration of art
& culture and sports
activities to normalcy,
initiation of welfare schemes
for workers and peasants,
introduction of effective
mechanism to check criminal
activities, promotion of
trade and commerce
(including cross-border
trade) etc. are some areas
where the government and
the public must work
together while battling the
COVID-19 pandemic.
The government must
introduce new policies

which can give jobs to the
maximum number of
Manipuri people who have
returned from different
parts of India, facilitate
return of non-Manipuris to
their native states and
hand over the jobs they thus
vacated to local people. It
is
of
paramount
importance for the
government to formulate a
visionary and effective
policy to make Manipur
self-reliant in production of
food grains even if it is
dependent on imports for
other requirements, and
our people must take proactiv e roles in this
endeavor. Given the
possibility of scarcity of
food in future on account
of the COVID-19 pandemic,
we need to cultivate a
habit of frugality by
avoiding any form of
prodigality.
China which is the second
richest country in the world
has already re-introduced
its traditional ‘Clean Plate
Campaign’ to ward off any
possible scarcity of food in
future. The World Bank has
already predicted that the
COVID-19 pandemic will
add 10 crore to the world’s
population of poor people.
For all these reasons, we
must avoid any form of
wastage of food and revive
our tradition of not leaving
any food on our plates. Let
us
all
share
our
responsibilities to realize
the idea of making Manipur
self-reliant in food grain
production and transform
the State into a prosperous
nation.
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On PLA’s 42nd Raising Day ...................................
We must always keep in
mind that the Government
of India and its self-centric
leaders would never ever
sincerely work to control
the pandemic effectively
because all the actions of
Indian political leaders are
always
driv en
by
consideration for electoral
gains. Moreover quest for
higher positions of power,
polarization,
forging
alliances and counteralliances to wrest political
power and mudslinging
against each other to
misinterpret the very
essence of democracy are
intrinsic and common
characters of these
politicians.
The Indian democracy
which does not have a solid
foundation is only a
namesake where some
super-rich people, at their
own whim and fancy,
entrust political power to a
handful
of
people
handpicked by them while
the common masses are
incapacitated and reduced
to mere vote banks. As per
a report published by the
Association of Democratic
Reforms, 265 out of the 301
MPs of BJP and 43 out of
51 Congress MPs are
crorepatis.
Maximum
numbers of MPs of other
political parties are also
crorepatis. Of all the
incumbent MPs, 44 per cent
are indicted in criminal
cases. It is hard to believe
that the government of
India
which
is
predominated by such selfcentric, super-rich people
and criminals would ever

pay full attention to tackling
diseases like COVID-19
which would affect the poor
masses in much larger scale
and higher degree because
they joined politics
primarily
to
amass
personnel wealth and abuse
political power to serve
their personal interests.
Forget about ever taking
the pandemic seriously, the
government formed by
such people never ever
thought for the welfare of
the poor masses. As a
result, there are around 20
crore people in India
including 6 crore children
who cannot afford a square
meal a day. But the
government of China which
is often termed as antipeople by Indian political
leaders, took bold and
successful steps to make
whole China a moderately
prosperous society by lifting
1 crore 37 lakh people out
of extreme poverty every
year since 2012. Such
efforts of the government
of China to eradicate
poverty from China by 2020
deserve
widespread
appreciation as against the
United Nation’s objective
of eradicating poverty
from all over the world by
2030.
In the midst of the critical
situation brought about by
the COVID-19 pandemic,
there are many issues and
challenges which we must
face at present. The
Framework Agreement
which is a direct attempt to
polarize communities, the
Suspension of Operation
pact which makes our own

people collaborators of the
Indian military forces, the
proposed delimitation
based on erroneous census
data, the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act which
threatens demographic
balance despite enforcing
ILP, the diabolic policies of
HINDIA to obliterate and
destroy our language and
identity, the imminent
environmental degradation
on account of exploitation
of underground natural
resources, the sinister ploy
to
render
Manipur
completely dependent on
mainland India for all basic
requirements in the name
of promoting trade and
commerce, the drug war
aimed at demoralizing and
negating productivity of
youth, the Armed Forces
(Special Powers) Act which
gives freedom to the Indian
military to oppress the
masses, the repercussions
of India’s military challenge
to China etc are some
issues which we must face
while battling the COVID-19
pandemic.
However, if we are not
careful enough in tackling
these issues, the situation
may turn out to be
contradictory to what
Chairman Mao said,
“Cannons and bombs fired
by enemies awakened the
people of China to a new
dawn of freedom”. If our
conscience is not clear
enough, some sections of
our people may become
more Indian than the
Indians themselves and this
would be a serious setback
to the liberation movement

which will determine the
future of Manipur. When we
launch
any
mass
movement, we must have
clear understanding of the
issue at hand and all related
matters, and we must also
be fully prepared if the
movement much achieve its
objective or at least move
forward. This would not only
help in overcoming all
contingencies
and
exigencies that may
surface in the course of the
movement but also ensure
that vanguards of the
movement receive support
of the people. Otherwise
even a minor setback may
derail the movement and
push its vanguards who are
working selflessly for the
cause of the Nation into
social oblivion.
Moreover, any movement
launched
without
understanding the core
issue may prove to be
disastrous in the long run.
It is a common knowledge
that
most
of
the
commentaries and analyses
published in newspapers
and broadcast through
electronic media based in
mainland India are either
fabricated or based on their
own assumptions. Some
commentators
and
analysts,
being
spokespersons of the
government of India, have
been
consistently
circulating volumes of false
propaganda to discredit the
legitimate revolutionary
movement of Manipur and
sow seeds of discord among
different communities. For
all these reasons, it is

advisable for all the people,
particularly CSOs and
student bodies, to study in
adv ance
all
civ il
movements together with
experts/intellectuals and
march collectively on the
right path.
Although the World Health
Organization
(WHO)
claimed that COVID-19 may
be eradicated within two
years, many experts have
opined that the virus may
persist for a long time if
people do not abide by the
Standard
Operating
Procedures (SOPs). This is
something which we must
see
with
utmost
seriousness. When the
COVID-19 per day spike
infection rate in India has
exceeded the total
infections recorded in
China since the outbreak of
the virus till date, the
government of India, citing
high recovery rate and low
fatality rate, is claiming
that it is successfully
tackling the pandemic. If
the government and people
of Manipur, influenced by
such misleading claims,
show any laxity in tackling
the COVID-19, the situation
may further aggravate in
the direction of Herd
Immunity and it may prove
to be quite disastrous for
a small nation like Manipur.
Even if the recovery rate is
high, but the recovered
patients may develop Post
COVID-19 syndrome (Long
Haulers), so we ought to
focus on controlling
community transmission as
all daily activities will never
regain normalcy as long as
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Media corona-warriors continue to fall
to Covid-19, JFA condoles their deaths
IT Correspondent
Guwahati, Sept. 24:
Journalists, who are playing
the role of corona-warriors
along with practicing
doctors, nurses, sanitation
workers, police personnel
etc, continue to die of novel
corona virus aggravated
ailments across India.
Journalists’ Forum Assam
(JFA)
expresses
its
profound grief over their
untimely deaths and urges
media corona-warrior to be
careful while reporting
Covid-19 pandemic from
the ground.
Lately the country lost
seven journalists to Covid19 complications within
twelve days and it goes on.
The latest victim surfaces
Indore (Madhya Pradesh),
where senior journalist
Manoj Binwal died of the
virus infection in the
hospital. Binwal (55), who
worked
for
Hindi
newspaper Prajatantra,
was hospitalized after
testing positive for Covid19 and breather his last on
20 September 2020.
A day back, Agra based
journalist Ami Adhar Nidar
(50) died of the virus
infection at Medanta
hospital,
Gurugram.
Associated with widely
circulated Hindi newspaper
DainikJagaran, the popular
journalist was hospitalized
after he tested positive for
Covid-19. He left behind his
wife, one son and one
daughter with other
relatives.
Earlier, Anil Srivastava (68)
from Basti in Jammu locality
succumbed to Covid-19
complications on 18

September. Worked for the
United News of India for
many years, Srivastava
died at Basti medical
college hospital. Survived
by his wife, two sons and
other relatives, the
journalist also edited local
newspapers
namely
VicharParakh
and
PrakashTimes. Same day,
Madhya Pradesh lost one of
its senior journalists to
Covid-19. Harish Choubey
(60), who worked for
popular Hindi newspaper
DainikBhaskar
from
Jabalpur, was hospitalized
after testing positive for
the virus infection.
Chennai based Tamil
journalist-actor Florent C
Pereira (67) died on 14
September in the hospital.
Used to work for Kalaignar
TV, Win TV and Vijay TV,
Pereira was hospitalized
after he tested positive for
Covid-19. Abohar (Punjab)
based journalist Naresh
Bajaj (57) succumbed to
Covid-19 complications on
10 September. Bajaj
worked for SachKahoon
newspaper and he was very
active as a frontline corona
activist.
Ravinder Kumar (30) from
Una locality in Himachal
Pradesh died of Covid-19
on 9 September. Working
for DainikJagran, Kumar
was not feeling well for
some time. He was sent to
the
hospital
after
developing symptoms of
Covid-19 and he died on the
way. His cremation was
conducted following Covid19 protocols. Kumar left
behind his parents, wife,
one brother along with a
host of relatives.

Assam also witnessed two
journo-victims recently as
Udalguri
based
correspondent Dhaneswar
Rabha (35) died of Covid19 at Guwahati medical
college hospital on 6
September. Rabha is the
first scribe in northeast
India to succumb to Covid19 complications. He was
suffering from renal
problems and went for
regular dialysis. Rabha left
behind his parents, wife,
two kids, a host of
relatives.
Next day, senior journalist
Ashim Dutta passed away
at Silchar medical college
hospital. Dutta (65), who
worked for a Bengali daily
in Barak valley, was also
suffering from kidney
problems. He was admitted
to the hospital after testing
positive for the novel
corona virus infection. A
pass-out from Gauhati
Univ ersity, Dutta left
behind his wife, only
daughter and other
relatives.
Weeks back, Mumbai based
senior film-journalist Shyam
Sarma, Nellore (Andhra
Pradesh) based scribe
Narayanam Seshacharyulu,
Pune based television
reporter Pandurang Raikar,
Kanpur based television
journalist
Neelanshu
Shukla, Patiala based
photojournalist Jai Deep,
Tirupati based television
reporter Madhusudan Reddy
& video journalist M
Parthasarathy succumbed to
the infections.
The list also includes
television
reporter
Ramanathan & news
videographer E Velmurugan

from Chennai, news
presenter Davinder Pal
Singh from Chandigarh,
television scribe Manoj
Kumar from Hyderabad,
print-journalist Pankaj
Kulashrestha from Agra,
Orissa’s
journalists
Simanchal Panda, K Ch
Ratnam & Priyadarshi
Patnaik, etc.
Kolkata
based
photojournalist Ronny Roy
became the first Indian
scribe to lose his battle
against the dreaded virus.
New Delhi scribe Tarun
Sisodia killed himself
undergoing
Covid-19
treatment at AIIMS.
Maharashtra’s v eteran
journalist Ashok Churi, who
edited Marathi weekly
PalgharTimes, died at a
Palghar based hospital, who
later tested positive for
Covid-19. The printerpublisher of AsomiyaKhabar
(Rantu Das) also died at a
Guwahati hospital and later
tested positive for the virus
infection.
Expressing concern over
hundreds of city-based
media persons lately tested
positive for Covid-19, JFA
president Rupam Barua and
secretary Nava Thakuria
repeated the appeal to
media group managements
to come clean on their
employees’ health status as
part of social responsibility.
The forum added that news
channels and newspapers
continue identifying other
Covid-19 patients, but they
collectively remain silent
when their employees turn
positive (except a few
infected scribes made
personal revelations in
social media).
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Nyemlang in
NSCN (R) camp
NSCN (R) vice president
said since Nyemlang and his
“followers” had to travel in
small groups of five-six for
which only few of them
could join the group at this
time. However, Akato said
more “followers” would be
joining NSCN (R).
“They are trapped between
India and Myanmar.
Communication with them
is hard, however, we have
the clearance for safe
passage. Slowly more
Nyemlang’s followers will
join us,” said Akato.
Akato said that NSCN (R)
president Wangtin Naga
was in constant touch with
officials in the MHA to
facilitate the safe passage of
those on their way.
He said an “olive branch” was
extended to brethren across
the border to join the ongoing
peace process under the
banner of the Working
Committee, Naga National
Political Groups (NNPGs).
Akato said NNPGs would still
welcome “comrades” willing to
join the ongoing peace process
with the Government of India.
It may be mentioned that
earlier on September 15,
2020, Nyemlang through a
press statement had
expressed willingness to join
NSCN (R) after “realising the
mistake” of clinging on to the
“orthodox ideology” of NSCN
(K) for such a long time.
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PM Modi eases SDRF cap to
tackle Covid-19

Maharashtra Chief Minister Uddhav Thackeray in a virtual meeting with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, along with CMs from other states.
By Raju Vernekar
New Delhi/Mumbai:
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Wednesday during
a virtual meeting with chief
ministers of seven states,
granted permission to
spend 50 per cent of the
State Disaster Relief Fund
(SDRF) to check the spread
of Covid-19 in the country.
“Today, I announce that the
states can spend 50 per cent
of the SDRF amount on
efforts to check the spread
of Covid-19. This limit was
earlier 35 per cent,” PM
Modi said. He also
emphasised that micro
zones should be formed for
effective management of
the coronavirus disease and
highlighted the importance
of masks and said it is a
very important tool in fight
against Covid-19 and added
that ”We need to increase
our focus on effectiv e
testing, tracing, treatment,
surveillance and clear
messaging”.
“Effective messaging is
also necessary because
most Covid-19 infections
are without symptoms. In
such a situation, rumours
may rise and might raise
doubts in the minds of the

people that testing is bad.
Some people also make
mistake
of
underestimating
the
severity of infection,” he
added.
The Prime Minister said that
India has ensured the
supply of life-saving
medicines all over the world
even in difficult times and
we have to ensure that the
medicines easily reach
from one state to another.
The states with high Covid19
caseload
are
Maharashtra,
Andhra
Pradesh, Karnataka, Uttar
Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Delhi
and Punjab and over 63 per
of the active cases are
concentrated in these
states. They also account
for 65.5 per cent of the total
confirmed cases and 77 per
cent of the total deaths.
Modi appreciated the
efforts being made by the
states to check the spread
of
the
disease
and suggested that they
should
“assess
effectiveness of 1 or 2-day
lockdowns and consider if
they hamper economic
activities.”
In the meeting Maharashtra
Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray suggested that

the PM should address the
nation to clarify the COVID19 situation across the
country. Besides he called
for control on production,
distribution and prices of
oxygen.
Thackeray informed the
meeting about a campaign
“May
Family,
My
Responsibility” launched by
the state government under
which 59,000 teams are
visiting households for
health check up of the
people and till now over
2.83 lakh people were
examined. The campaign
would help reduce the
number of COVID-19
positive cases.
In
the
meanwhile
Maharashtra Government
is planning to augment
testing capacity up to
1.50 lakh tests per day.
Besides, the Tele ICUs have
been set up on an
experimental basis in
certain parts and the
efforts are on to extend
this facility to an
inaccessible areas of the
state. Besides the oxygen
manufacturers have been
asked to ensure 80 per cent
supply for medicinal use
and 20 per cent to other
industries.

Migrant workers protests for
air tickets in Dhaka

By-Siam Sarower Jamil,
Dhaka, Sep 24:
For the third day, migrant
workers have gather in
front of the office of Saudi
Arabian Airlines at Pan
Pacific Sonargaon Hotel in
Dhaka to secure return
tickets to Saudi Arabia
(KSA)
On Thursday morning,
around 100 to 150 stranded
migrant workers gathered in
the area and vented out their
frustration over failing to
secure return tickets.
Md Shah Alam, one of the
migrant workers who were

at the demonstration, told
that he returned to
Bangladesh from Saudi
Arabia in November last
year and became stranded
due to the Covid-19
pandemic.
Recently, the authorities of
his company asked him to
rejoin his workplace by
September 30.
“I came to Bangladesh with
a return ticket. Due to the
Covid-19 pandemic, the
flights were suspended.
Now, the airline is supposed
to renew my ticket after
charging some extra money.
Like me, hundreds of

workers have been waiting
for tickets,” Md Shah Alam
said.
“Seeing how things are
going, I am afraid that I will
not get a ticket in time and
it may cost me my job,” he
added.
Billal Hossain, another
protesting migrant worker,
said the Saudi Arabian
Airlines office had given
him a token numbered 137.
Hatirjheel police station
Officer-in-Charge Abdur
Rashid said the ticket
seeker had been gathering
at
Karwan
Bazar
intersection since morning.
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