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ASSU will
remain as
non
political
organization
IT News
Imphal, Sept 23:
The All Assam Students’
Union (AASU) has
categorically stated that
it would remain a nonpolitical organisation
despite the formation of
a political party – Assam
Jatiya Parishad (AJP).
AASU General Secretary
Lurinjyoti
Gogoi
reiterated that the
students’ union “was, is
and would remain a nonpolitical entity”. “The
students’ union is in the
hearts of the people and
the people of Assam
should repose faith in
the organisation,” Gogoi
said.
Speculations are rife
that the influential
student’s organisation
might be an active
player in the 2021
Assembly elections given
that it has floated the
regional political party
as an alternative force
to take on the ruling
party and opposition in
the polls, which is less
than sev en months
away.
Gogoi apart, other
leaders of the AASU have
earlier claimed that
despite the formation of
the political party, the
students’ union will
maintain its non-political
stance and in no way
dilute its core character
of a v igilant social
group.

NIPCO
distributes
edible
items
IT News
Imphal, Sept 23:
N a t i o n a l
I d e n t i t y Pr o t ec t i o n
Council
(NIPCO)
distributed edible food
items to the peoples of
Thiyam Konjil Lai
Haraopham at its
community hall of
Imphal East. During the
distributed
NIPCO
President Th Manihar
expressed that in this
pandemic Cov id -19
peoples suffered the
workers class and to
maintain SOP is the only
way too safe from
pandemic covid-19.
In the meantime much
positive increase and
October and November
came it may be
increased while the
Manipur Government is
trying for by election is
not a right time it may
be
increased
coronavirus positive
during this pandemic
covid-19.
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Dissident BJP MLAs objection
postponed proposed Ministry
reshuffle

Reshuffle likely by tomorrow
IT New
Imphal, Sept 23:
The proposed reshuffle of
the N. Biren Singh led
Ministry that was expected
today has been postponed
after some BJP dissident
MLAs
had
strongly
protested. Reason for the
protes t has not been
confir med
however,
source said that the
dissident MLAs are against
replacement of the BJP
Minis ters but pr efer
replacement of the
Minis ters from other
coalition partners.
According to source the N.
Bir en Government has
already prepar ed for
taking oath of new
ministers
in
the

government by replacing
three of the Ministers
however , due to the
strong objection from the
dissident MLAs (BJP) the
proposed programme for
replacement of ministers
has been postponed today.
Vice president of the
National BJP BJ Panda
along with former advisor
to the Chief Minister of
Manipur Rajat Sethi , who
was the main architect of
the BJP led government in
the state of Manipur had
already came along with
the
Chief
Minister
yesterday. Today Another
leader of the National BJP
Ajay Jamal , who is also in
charge of the Manipur BJP
organization also arrived
today today at Imphal.

A major change is certain
to take place however,
the BJP leaderships and
the Chief Minister N. Biren
Singh are rolling their
heads on how to tame the
dissident MLAs of the BJP.
Some analyst speculated
induction of ministers
from
the
resigned
congress MLAs who had
joined the BJP by
dropping some BJP
Ministers .
However
another source also said
that the N. Biren Singh
gover nment
after
seriously studying the
consequences if drop the
minister from among the
BJP, may change the idea
and drop out some from
among the partner
political party.

Manipur Doctors’ body urges
incentive for COVID warrior in par
with the center’s incentives
IT News
Imphal, Sept. 23:
The All Manipur Health
Services
Doctors’
Association has demanded
incentives of COVID warriors
in par with the central
government patern.
In a press meet held today
at the conference of
Directorate of health
services, Govt. Of Manipur,
Dr. P. Shyamsunder Singh ,
president of the Association
said that the doctors in the
state who are engaging in
the fight against COVID-19
pandemic are being
discriminated .
“In case of casualties

(death) of MHS officers and
Health Workers on duty
liberal incentives to be
given to them as in the
central pattern in this
regard @ Rs. 50 lakhs per
person. The same is
applied in Goa and Orissa”,
he said.
The association has also
demanded to appoint the
project director of National
Rur al Heal th M issi on
(NRHM) and Manipur State
AIDS C ontr ol S ocie ty
(MACS) from among the
qua lifi ed
d octo r’s
community while urging
the government to ensure
the
non -pra ctic ing
allowance.

“The NPA is to be treated
as a p art of p ay a nd
additional facilities as per
CCS (RP) Rules 2016” the
Association president said.
The association further
urged the government to
convene a meeting of the
draftin g
co mmit tee
(already functional) of the
MHS Rules, 2020 to discuss
and
co nsid er
t he
association proposal for a
new draft MHS Rules, 2020
along with those of the
stakeholders so that the
new rules will be acceptable
to all the stakeholders and
to notify the final MHS
Rules , 2020 on or before
December 21 , 2020.
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CM inaugurates Foot Bridge at Senapati
IT News
Imphal, Sept 23:
Chief Minister N. Biren
Singh inaugurated Foot
Bridge located at Senapati
Headquarters through
video conferencing from
Chief Minister’s Secretariat
today.
Speaking on the occasion,
Chief Minister said that the
government is committed
to
bring
inclusiv e
development in the State.
He said that we need to
bring visible positiv e
change and economic
development in the hill
areas of the State. Various
welfare schemes have been
implemented to uplift the
lives of the people living in
the remote areas of the
State, he added.
Then Chief Minister further
stated
that
transit
accommodation
for
doctors, nurses and
teachers being constructed
at Mao, Senapati and
Paomata
will
be
inaugurated soon. He

appreciated Chairman, ADC
Senapati and its members,
DC Senapati for bringing
visible change in the
district and completing the
construction of Foot Bridge
within 7 months. He
believed that the ADC
Senapati will continue to
work for the welfare of the
people.
Minister for Tribal Affairs

and Hills N. Kayasi, Minister
for PHE Losii Dikho and
Minister for Forest and
Environment Awangbow
Newmai, Secretary to Cm
Ningthoujam Geoffrey,
Chairman of ADC Senapati
A. Kapani, DC Senapati Th.
Kirankumar, SP Senapati M.
Pradip Singh and others
were present during the
function.

MYFA urges punishment of
Moreh rapist under POCSO Act
IT News
Imphal, Sept 23:
The Manipuri Youths’ Front
of Assam expressed
shocked over the incident
of teenage boy raping a 3
years old minor girl at
Moreh.
A press statement issued
by the President of MYFA S
Herajit while thanking ,
police, doctors, Child
Welfare
Committee
members,
CSOs for
extending all possible help
to safe the child demands
immediate action against
the rapists under the
POCSO Act.
“The rapist has to be
arrested and fair trial

should be initiated and
punish the rapist according
to the POCSO Act, if found
guilty”, a statement said.
Now FIR has been lodged
and medical reports are
believed to be available.
Therefore, it is the
responsibility of the
Government of Manipur to
arrest
the
rapist
immediately under the
juvenile procedure, if the
rapist is also a child below
18 years it said.
MYFA further said that no
compromised should be
made to protect the rapist.
MYFA also urged the Cyber
Crime Unit of Manipur
police to investigate the
people who are releasing

threatening messages in
the social media and arrest
them immediately.
The Manipuri Youths’ Front
of Assam received the
inform atio n th at t he
villagers including the
mem bers of v ill age
customary law had lunch or
dinner by killing a pig as a
part of settling the case
which is subject to be
confirmed. If it is true,
then the entire people who
were involved in the lunch
or dinner should also be
arrested for trial. The MYFA
also urged the Manipur
High Court to take up Suo
Mo to c ase to d eliv er
justice to the 3 years old
minor girl.

Phase III trial of “Covishield” begins
Vaccine must provide immunity to at least 50 percent volunteers: CDSCO
By Raju Vernekar
Mumbai, Sept. 23:
As a sequel to the approval
given by the Drug Controller
General of India (DCGI), the
final stage of human clinical
trials of COVID-19 vaccine
candidate developed by
UK’s Oxford University and
manufactured by Serum
Institute of India (SII),
began in Mumbai and Pune
on Tuesday.
The trials which had paused
when a volunteer in Britain
had
developed
an
‘unexplained illness’ during
the trial, began at Sassoon
General Hospital in Pune
where
150
to
200
indiv iduals are being
administered the dose of
‘Covishield’. The phase III
trials are also being
conducted in Mumbai at
KEM and Nair Hospital.

The Phase II clinical trials
of the potential COVID-19
vaccine were conducted at
Bharti Vidyapeeth Medical
College and KEM Hospital in
Pune. The SII has partnered
with
UK-based
pharmaceutical company
AstraZeneca for the
manufacture of the COVID19 v accine candidate
developed at the Oxford
University.
At present, three vaccine
candidates are undergoing
human trials in India.
Indigenous
vaccine
candidates of Bharat
Biotech and Zydus Cadila
are testing vaccine efficacy
and safety in a phase I and
II human trials. SII is
undertaking a 1,600participants’s Phase III
clinical trial. The results of
the Phase III trial study by
SII–AstraZeneca
are

expected by
end 2020.
Besides the
R u s s i a n
D i r e c t
I nv e st m e n t
Fund (RDIF),
in tie-up with
Indian drug
maker Dr Reddy’s Labs, has
also applied for DCGI nod
to begin Phase III trials for
“SputnikV” vaccine in
India.
The Central Drugs Standard
Control
Organisation
(CDSCO) has directed that
the people with prior
COVID-19 infection be
included in clinical trials.
However those with acute
COVID-19 and/or acute
infectious disease should
not be included. CDSCO
guidelines note that this is
crucial as pre-vaccination
screening
for
prior

infection, may
not be feasible
in a real world
scenario. The
v olunteers,
with history or
laboratory
evidence of
prior COVID19 infection
should not be excluded
from COVID-19 vaccine
trial” the CDSCO has said
in a document.
Besides a COVID-19 vaccine
must provide protective
immunity in at least 50
percent of the volunteers
vaccinated, CDSCO has
said has listed various
potential primary and
secondary goals for vaccine
developers to target in
human trials, in its 40-page
draft
of
r egulatory
guidelines. The draft
guidelines are on similar

lines as the one released by
the
World
Health
Organization (WHO) and
the USFDA.
The draft read: “To ensure
that a COVID-19 vaccine is
effective, the primary
efficacy endpoint point
estimate for a placebocontrolled efficacy trial
should be at least 50
percent. The lower
boundary of efficacy
required when adjusted for
probability of error in
efficacy rate and trial size
is listed at 30 percent.
Guidelines further ask
vaccine developers and
trial sponsors to follow-up
trial participants for a
minimum of one to two
years to assess the duration
of protection provided by
the vaccine. The follow of
would also allow assess to
potential side effects or

vaccine associated with
respiratory diseases.
In another development
Zydus Cadila Chairman
Pankaj R Patel at an event
organised in New Delhi by
the All India Management
Association (AIMA) said
that if India has to produce
and deliver 130 crore doses
to Indian people at one year
time, the country would
need inv estment of
Rs.3,000 to Rs.5,000 crore
to create additional facilities
for making a huge number of
vaccines. These vaccines are
coming from a very difficult
platform and the cost of the
vaccine is going to be
significantly higher, so there is
going to be a requirement to
think about how are we going
to fund this, he said in a panel
discussion on ‘Race for COVID
Vaccine: More than just a Cure’
at the AIMA event.
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When & how Covid will get over?

Preserving
biodiversity amidst
political
uncertainty
The Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) adopted 20
points as short term plan at its conference at Nagoya which
came to be known as The Nagoya Protocol and was adopted
on 29 October 2010 in Nagoya, Japan and entered into force
on 12 October 2014. In the COP-10 meeting, the parties
agreed that previous biodiversity protection targets are not
achieved which raised the need to come up with new plans
a nd tar g et s. T he sho r t t er m p l an p ro v id e s a se t
of 20 ambitious yet achievable targets, collectively known
as the Aichi Targets. The Aichi Biodiversity Targets were
included in the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity for the 20112020 period adopted by the 10th meeting of the Conference
of the Parties of the Convention on Biological Diversity.
The Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) is the
international legal instrument for “the conservation of
biological diversity, the sustainable use of its components
and the fair and equitable sharing of the benefits arising
out of the utilization of genetic resources” that has been
ratified by 196 nations. Its overall objective is to encourage
actions, which will lead to a sustainable future. The
conservation of biodiversity is a common concern of
humankind. The Convention on Biological Diversity covers
biodiversity at all levels: ecosystems, species and genetic
resources. It also covers biotechnology, including through
the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety. In fact, it covers all
possible domains that are directly or indirectly related to
biodiversity and its role in development, ranging from
science, politics and education to agriculture, business,
culture and much more. The CBD’s governing body is the
Conference of the Parties (COP). This ultimate authority of
all governments (or Parties) that have ratified the treaty
meets every two years to review progress, set priorities
and commit to work plans.
According to CBD’s Global Biodiversity Outlook 5 report,
none of the 20 ‘Aichi Biodiversity Targets’ agreed on by
national governments through the United Nations Convention
on Biological Diversity (CBD) have been met. The world was
supposed to meet these targets by 2020.
“At the global level, none of the 20 targets have been
fully achieved, though six targets have been partially
achieved,” the report said.
These targets are about increasing awareness about the
importance of biodiversity, incorporation of biodiversity
values into local and national development and poverty
reduction strategies, removal of incentives and subsidies
which are harmful to biodiversity, sustainable production
and consumption etc.
The targets were formed keeping in mind the underlying
drivers for biodiversity loss and for setting benchmarks for
improvements across drivers, pressures, the state of
bio div ersit y, t he b enef its deri v ed from it and the
implementation of relevant policies and enabling conditions.
“The COVID-19 pandemic has further highlighted the
importance of the relationship between people and nature
and it reminds us all of the profound consequences to our
own well-being and survival that can result from continued
biodiversity loss and the degradation of ecosystems,” it
added.
Things are not much different back home. With the state
leaders scrambling everywhere with the impending byeelection and the cabinet reshuffle obv iously taking
precedence over everything , the already declining civic
responsibilities have gone for a toss, and if it were not for
a few private bodies catering to waste management solutions
in the city, the condition of Imphal city would have been
rather deplorable, what with the much publicized ‘Save
Nambul Campaign’ meeting the same fate as that of the
umpteen projects and campaigns governments in the state
have launched till date. The state government should make
better efforts to delegate authority and fix responsibility so
that projects and work should come to their scheduled
completion without unnecessary delays or disruptions.
Protection and preservation of our biodiversity should be
considered as crucial as protecting the political interest of
the leaders, if not more.

Admit Card lost
I, the undersigned , have lost my admit Card of my class X examination
bearing Roll No. 9447 of 2012 issued by BOSEM on the way between
Lamlai to Lamlong on September 19, 2020.
Finders are requested to hand over it to the undersigned.
Sd/Chamdam Ishanjit Meetei
Lamlai Awang Leikai
Imphal- East, Manipur
Letters, Feedback and Suggestions to ‘Imphal Times’
can be sent to our e-mail : imphaltimes@gmail.com. For
advertisement kindy contact: - 0385-3590330 (O). For time
being readers can reach the office at Cell Phone No. 9862860745
for any purpose.
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e are inching closer to
the 10th month of the
pandemic and there
seems to be no respite from the
highly infectious contagion
which is ravaging the World. As
of now, the number of
coronavirus cases has crossed
the 30 million mark across the
World and has already resulted
in 9, 56,881 deaths. What first
emerged as pneumonia –like
illness in Wuhan, China in
December 2019 has engulfed 213
nations across the globe. While
Scientists and medical experts
around the World have been
working at breakneck speed to
launch a vaccine to contain the
spread of Covid-19, there is one
question that when and how will
the coronavirus pandemic come
to an end? The question is on
everyone’s mind and while
astrologers and politician have
answers, few scientists want to
be drawn into hazarding a
prediction. Medical historians
recognize two types of endings.
The medical ending, when the
disease stops spreading and
social ending, when people
overcome their anxieties and
move on. It would be appropriate
to add a third type of ending:
the political, when the
government decides that as far
as it is concerned, the pandemic
is over. Any of these three
ending could occur first, as
political leaders and society can
decide to move on regardless of
whether the cases have peaked.
If we look at the world today, it
would not be overly cynical to
conclude that politicians would
rather move on and that the
societies are distracted to such
dysfunctional levels by social
media-driven outrage cycles

By: SanjenbamJugeshwor Singh
Sr, Faculty,JCRE Global College,Imphal
that they often ignore the extant 33 of them have reached the
pandemic. May be India is critical last leg of human trials.
already at this point.
The good news is that even if
What about medical ending? the vaccine is not completely
It is impossible to put a date on effective (given the accelerated
it. If anyone tells you a date, they timeline of its development), it
are starting into a crystal ball. will still be effective in controlling
The reality is that it will be with the spread of the pandemic.
us forever because it has spread According to Dr.AnthonyFauci,
now, “Simon Clark” a British who is the US’s top infectious
Cellular microbiologist offers disease expert, a vaccine which
the scientific establishment’s is safe and 50% to 60% effective
answer:
prudent
and will also be acceptable, even
circumspect as this answer is, though the scientists are aiming
it is unsatisfying. It is hard for to produce a vaccine which is
people to grapple with such an 75% effective. Early data of
open ended answer and is preliminary studies have shown
unhelpful for policymakers who positiv e result for sev eral
need a base case to work on. The vaccine candidates and we may
conv entional way to try to cautiously expect a moderately
answer the question of “when effective vaccine by the first
new Covid-19 cases will start quarter of 2021. Once safe and
declining “is to look towards the effective vaccine are launched
vaccine.
The
medical for public circulation begins, the
elimination of the pandemic cases will slowly start to go down
stems from the development of as well as the mortality rate.
an effective and safe vaccine for Vaccine will arm the World with
the novel coronavirus and a good fighting chance against
following the social protocols the contagion and take the
strictly. The crisis seems to be burden off of the overwhelmed
unfolding in India in a worse medical care system. This may
manner than we could have be considered a step forward in
imagined while the official ending the pandemic.
caseload has touched the 5
The other ending of the
million mark, experts suggest pandemic as observed in the
that the Covid-19 pandemic will case of the World’s deadliest
peak at different rates in pandemics, the Spanish Flu,
different regions of the country. could be the social ending. The
Hence our response to the deadly pandemic which infected
pandemic has to be more localize 500 million people across the
and effective to get rid of the World and wiped out 1% of the
pandemic from the root level. World’s population at that time,
Even when a vaccine reaches us, ended after two long years when
we would need prioritization and people gained immunity against
regulation in place to ensure that the virus. This type of ending
a covid-19 vaccine reaches all may play out when a large
corners.AS of now, more than 165 section of population gets tired
vaccine candidates are currently of the restriction and starts
in different stages of preclinical stepping out of their houses.
and clinical trials and more than When people go back to business
as usual more and more people
will get infected from the
disease and develop immunity
against the virus. However, herd
immunity and the social ending
may come at a price which will
be beyond our comprehension.
It is estimated that 50% to 75%
of the population will have to
acquire immunity either through
a permanent ban on BJP infection or vaccination – for
Telangana MLA T Raja Singh, herd immunity to kick in. How
after he allegedly shared long will this take? Medical
communally-charged posts on experts have different opinion
but it is said that pandemic will
the social media platform.
The committee headed by Aam
Aadmi Party MLA Raghav Chadha
had taken cognizance of the
allegations against Face Book for
its alleged “complicity” in North
East Delhi riots of February
saying that the “incriminatory
material” was submitted by the
witnesses.
The
non-appearance
of
Facebook representative before
the panel was not only
“contempt” of Assembly, but was
also an “insult” of the two crore
people of Delhi. The failure of
Facebook to appear before the
committee shows that it is trying
to hide its role in the Delhi riots,
Chadha said..
Earlier this month, Mohan had
deposed before the Parliamentary
Standing
Committee
on
Information Technology, headed
by senior Congress leader Shashi
Tharoor over allegations that the
Face Book was soft on members
of the ruling BJP while applying
its hate speech rules.
It may be recalled that the Face
Book on September 03, had
stated that it has banned BJP
Telangana MLA T Raja Singh from
its platform and Instagram for
violating its policy on content
promoting violence and hate.
However Singh had claimed that
he had no account with the Face
Book networking site for over a
year.

More News

Facebook India VP moves
against Delhi Assembly
summons in hate speech probe
IT Correspondent
New Delhi. Sept. 23:
Facebook India’s vice-president
Ajit Mohan on Tuesday moved
Supreme Court against summons
issued by “Delhi Assembly’s
Peace
and
Harmony
Committee”, probing Face
Book’s alleged role in inciting
violence during the northeast
Delhi riots earlier this year.
Mohan did not depose before the
Delhi Assembly panel on its first
summon on September 15 and
skipped the meeting saying the
matter was under consideration
of Parliament. Subsequently, the
committee sent him a second
notice to appear before it on
Wednesday. However, Ajit
Mohan asked for Supreme
Court’s intervention in the
matter.
Mohan, represented by Attorney
General Mukul Rohatgi, had
earlier contended before the
Supreme Court that he cannot be
compelled to appear before the
Delhi Assembly committee as the
hate speech matter is already
under the purview of a
Parliamentary panel. A bench of
Justices Sanjay Kishan Kaul,
Aniruddha Bose and Krishna
Murari is expected to hear the
matter via video conferencing.
The hearing by the Delhi
Assembly panel started in the
backdrop of a Wall Street Journal
report that claimed that a senior
“Facebook India” policy
executive had intervened in
internal communication to stop

not end before 2022. Vaccine
might not offer permanent
immunity, necessitating regular
vaccination to keep Covid-19 at
bay. But is suggested that there
is another route to herd
immunity – when enough people
develop immunity to the virus by
being exposed to it. Here’s
Cynically Optimistic Back-Ofthe Envelope (COBOTE)
calculation. Let us assume India
is undercounting Covid-19
positiv e cases. This is a
reasonable assumption we
make. Even a country like
Switzerland, estimates that “for
every reported confirmed case,
there were 11.6 infection in the
community”. If we assume that
India is undercounting at this
order of magnitude, we have
over 20 million positive cases in
India today, doubling roughly
every 20 days. If this holds, over
50% of the population will have
immunity by mid-November 2020
and the country will be at the
threshold of herd immunity. The
outbreak in Mumbai’s Dharvi
area started slowing down when
40% of its residents were
infected. This is good news. In
fact the more undercounting, the
faster we will hit the herd
immunity threshold. Even if
there is no undercounting at the
current doubling rate, half the
country’s population will have
immunity by Republic Day 2021.
There is of course bad news. Very
bad news, in fact for the case,
fatality rate is 2%. That’s lower
than any other countries but for
India it still means a lot of
deaths. According to health
experts, there is no one way of
ending the pandemic in sight,
instead, we need to bring the
focus on controlling the spread
of the disease. It can only be
achieved through a degree of
herd immunity, following the
social distancing norms and a
safe and effective vaccine. The
combination of all three
measures will help in slowing
down the spread of the disease.
But Scientist are wise not to
offer predictions on, when the
coronavirus pandemic will end
for there are too many factors
at play.
The writer can be reached
to:sjugeshwor7@gmail.com.

