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Velentina
honoured;
plantation
drives begins
IT News
Imphal, Sept 11:
Kakching District United
Clubs’ Organisation
(KADUCO) under the
supervision of the All
Manipur United Club
Organisation (AMUCO)
had sponsored a tree
plantation ceremony
organised by SEPA
Kakching Khunou. The
initiative is being taken
up to spread awareness
among the people on
the responsibility of
each and every one of
us in fighting the
COVID-19 pandemic, a
statement by M.
Manishwar General
Secretary, Kakching
District United Clubs
Organisation
(KADUCO) said.
Brand Ambassador of
Chief Minister Green
Mission, Velentina
Elangbam who also
present on the
occasion was also
honoured by the
KADUCO before
planting sapling at
the surrounding of
the club.
A simple memento
was also presented to
Velentina to
encourage her
passion for protection
of the environment.
AMUCO president, Ph.
Nando Luwang, and
other representatives
of various clubs were
present on the
occasion.
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No provision for opening schools at
present –Education Minister
IT News
Imphal, Sept 11:
Even though the Union
government
has
constituted an SOP for
partial opening of the
schools from September
21, there is no provision for
opening of the schools as
for the government of
Manipur, Education Minister
Th. Radheshyam today said
speaking to media persons
clarifying the doubts among
the people of the state.
He said that the Director
General of the Health
Services of the Union
Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare (EMR
Division) issued an SOP on
September 8 for partial
reopening of Schools for
students of class IX to XII
on partial basis on a
voluntary basis for taking
guidance from their
teachers in the context of
COVID-19.
The Education Minister said
that the SOP is to take
voluntary guidance from the
teachers and not to conduct
classes. The Health
Ministry after taking
assessment of the situation
across the country issued
the SOP as they are the
authority. This SOP will be
again issued by the Home
ministry and after receiving
the SOP the state
government
after
consulting the situation will
decide on whether to open
the schools or not.
Unfortunately this SOP,
without going into details
has been misinterpreted

and rumours which has not
been stated are being
spread.
The Minister said that the
government has not yet
decided to open school as
of now and spreading
rumours without proper
understanding may create
chaos to the students and
their parents.
He
said
that
the
department is rolling head
on how to arrange the
seats for students if in case
the schools are open.
Discussion are on which
class will first open at which
kind of schools as some
schools have large number
of students while some
don’t have much. As there
may by problem in seat
arrangement in schools like
Johnstone, Ram Lal Paul
and some other private
school the department
authority
has
been
discussing about it with
various stakeholders and
students’ bodies at
present.
“There is no question of
opening the school right at

the moment”, Education
Minister
Radheshyam
clarified speaking to media
persons.
The Minister further said
that if in case there is a

need to open the school, it
will be base on the SOPs
which says to take voluntary
guidance
from
the
teachers. And for that the
state
Education
department in consultation
with the Chief Minister will
prepare another SOP for
the state. He also stated
that the condition will be on
voluntary basis. The
student if refuse can
restrain from attending the
school for taking guidance.
On the other hand the
school will also take consent
of the parents.
He appealled all school
authorities not to open the
school or hostels until the
state issue a new SOP

PPRRM appeals for
free and fair
By- Election
IT News
Imphal, Sept 11:
Peoples’ for Political Rights
and Responsibility, Manipur
(PPRRM) has appealed the
authority as well as the
people to conduct and
follow the by-election in a
free and fair manner.
With campaigning for the
by-election heating up in
the state campaigning have
started violating the SOPs
issued by the government
in connection with the
COVID-19 pandemic.The
PPRRM appealed the voters
to be careful while
attending the election

campaign as there are
possibility of spreading the
spreading the dreaded
virus.
It may be mentioned that
b y- el ect io n 1 3 v ac an t
seat s o f t he
st at e
assembly m ay be held
together with the Bihar
election.
PPRRM appeals the people
not to be driven by money
,muscle and sympathy on
election . Participate all
ours valuable voters at
least to safeguard our
rights for the near future
of our society, a statement
by gener al secret ary
Romananda Mangang said.
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High profile Minister
and daughter
reported COVID-19
positive
IT News
Imphal, Sept 11:
Containment of COVID-19
pandemic seems to have
been going out of control in
the state of Manipur as
people with no travel history
are being tested positive
everyday. According to a
highly reliable source a high
profile minister of the BJP
led government have been
tested positive with COVID19. The unfortunate part is
that daughter of the
minister, his driver and a
helper have also been
reported tested positive

with the virus. (Name of the
Minister is kept in abeyance
as we cannot get in touch
with him at the time of
filing this story).
Mention may be made that
earlier, Minister Nemcha
Kipgen had been tested
positive and had later
recovered. MLA Fajur
Rahman had also been tested
positive and had maintained
home quarantined folowing
that untill he had been tested
nehative.
The High profile minister is
the third representative to
have been tested positive so
far.

Over Rs. 2.59 crore
worth Brown Sugar
seized by Tengnoupal
district Police
IT News
Imphal, Sept 11:
A team of Tengnoupal
distr ict Police seized
brown sugar worth Rs. 2
crore 59 lakhs have been
seized at around 2 am
today morning.
Speaking to reporter ,
Tengnoupal
District
Superintendent of Police
Th. Vikramjit Singh said
t hat
a
team
of
Tengnoup al
dis t r ic t
police led by OC John
Lamkang while checking
a Mruti Alto car bearing
registration number No.

MN05A 9725 coming from
Moreh found the huge
quantity of narcotic
substances.
A person identified as Md.
Salim khan (27) who was
carrying the drugs was
also arrested.
The team also seized huge
quantity of narcotics
substances
while
checking another Hyundai
Ver na
Car
bearing
registration No. WB 26R
5634. The driver of the
vehicle
Laljuithang
Gangte (20) from Moreh
Ward No. 9 Moulhoi Part
3 was also arrested.

CM Graces Manipur Startup Conclave 2020
IT News
Imphal, Sept 11:
Chief Minister N. Biren
Singh handed over a total
monetary assistance of Rs.
525.09 lakh to 272 StartUp
beneficiaries at the Manipur
StartUp Conclave - 2020
organized by the State
Planning Department at City
Convention Centre, Imphal
today. Those who received
assistance included eight
beneficiaries in StandUp
category, five in Revenue
Stage and 259 in Idea Stage
of the scheme.
Manipur StartUp scheme
was launched in 2017-2018
to build a strong eco-system
for nurturing startups with
an aim to drive sustainable
economic growth and
generate large scale
employment opportunities.
Three rounds of selection of
beneficiaries have been
conducted so far since
2017-18 and provided
benefit to 877 StartUps. A
beneficiary can avail up to
Rs. 1 crore with 30% subsidy
depending on the scale of
their business.
Speaking at the occasion as
the Chief Guest, N. Biren

Singh said that there is no
dearth of talent and
competence in the State.
Manipur StartUp was
introduced to extend
assistance
and
encouragement
to
hardworking
young
entrepreneurs. They had
gained the much needed
impetus in their business
ever since the scheme was
introduced in 2017, he said
and added that he is pleased
to see that many local
entrepreneurs are able to
enter the global platform
now after receiving
assistance from the State
Government through the
scheme.
Expressing satisfaction
about
the
good
understanding
being
maintained between the
Government and different
banks in this regard, the
Chief Minister said that it is
due to this understanding
that Manipur has been able
to improve its economy in
the past three years and a
half. Apart from StartUp,
Shri N. Biren said, these
banks are kind enough to
provide different loans to
hundreds of hard working

and deserving people on
State
Government’s
request. That’s how the
present Government has
been able to build up a sound
eco-system within a short
span of time, he observed.
Informing that the State
Government is planning to
provide bank loans to
around 20,000 vendors
whose business had been
adversely affected by the

prolonged lock-down, the
Chief Minister urged the
banks to expedite the
process so that the vendors
may restart their vending
activities soon. Mentioning
further about Manipur
StartUp, he said that
applicants need not have
any tension about closing
dates from this year
onwards
because
applications would now be

received the whole year. New
applications for the 4th
Round will be opened very
soon. It will serve as an
opportunity to those, who
have returned from outside
the State leaving their job
due to COVID-19 pandemic,
to set up their own business
units here, the Chief
Minister said.
N. Biren Singh also informed
that the Civil Secretariat

Complex located at
Chingmeirong would be
completed soon. For this,
the Chief Minister said, the
Housing
and
Urban
Development Corporation
(HUDCO) has agreed to
provide Rs. 150 crore. With
the financial assistance
from the same corporation,
a guest house would also be
constructed at an estimated
cost of Rs. 260 crore at Old
High Court complex, he said
and added that an Art and
Culture complex would also
be set up on the State’s land
recently retained at
Gurgaon (Haryana). The
Chief Minister also said that
construction of a new
Manipur Bhawan at Dwarka
in Delhi would begin soon.
Textiles, Commerce and
Industries Minister Th.
Biswajit, CAF and PD
Minister Karam Shyam,
Water Resources Minister
Letpao Haokip, Public
Health Engineering Minister
Losii Dikho, Agriculture
Minister V. Hangkhanlian,
Forest and Environment
Minister Awangbow Newmai
and State Planning Board
Deputy Chairman S. Rajen
were also seated on the dais

as dignitaries. MLAs, Chief
Secretary and other high
ranking officials of the
State Government also
attended the function.
Manipur StartUp has four
categories (i) Revenue (ii)
Idea (ii) Entrepreneurs
Support Scheme (ESS) and
(iv ) Stand Up Manipur
(added in 2019-20 to
promote first time venture
of SC/ST/OBC/women/
Minority/ differently-abled
entrepreneurs).
Case studies of 20 Revenue
StartUps/c om pa n ie s
before funding 2017-18
and after funding 2019-20
under Manipur StartUp
r ev e a le d t h at t hese
c o mp an ies
ha v e
g en e r at e d
d i r ec t
employment to more than
9 17 ,
inc re ase d
it s
c ust om e r o utr e ac h t o
196,720 from 69,596 and
i nc r eased i t s r ev e nu e
from Rs. 7.41 crore to Rs.
24.60 crore. New business
registration in Manipur
( VAT & GS T) h as also
increased from 5080 in
2015 to 16381 in 2019 with
a percentage increase of
222% as per Ministry of
MSME report (2018-19).
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By-election; play a fair game,
don’t sabotage peoples’ trust
in the “War against Drug”
With the resignation and the disqualification of thirteen
MLAs in the 60 members of the 11th Manipur Legislative
Assembly, the Election Commission of India is all set to conduct
by-election to fill the vacant assembly seat. A bypoll to a vacant
seat in the state assembly is generally held within six months
from the date of the vacancy. However, according to legal
experts, the poll panel can defer the elections in special
circumstances like Covid-19 or any other reason. However,
the political theater in the state of Manipur suggests an urgent
need to fill the vacant post, as some political analysts suggest
a stable and committed government to fight the present COVID19 pandemic which is not happening at present. The drama in
the political theatre of Manipur particularly in the government
headed by Chief Minister N. Biren Singh seems to need an
urgent strategy to strengthen his government to fight the
COVID-19 pandemic, which he seems helpless due to lack of
co-ordination and ego class among his ministry. The newcomer
in the BJP, who has been destined to head the state after elected
for the 11th Manipur Legislative Assembly would have felt that
more BJP MLAs is the only option to take up government policy
without disruption which will be only possible if the number of
BJP seat increases. Perhaps that is the reason for the Chief
Minister to make no objection to the conduct of by-election
amidst the COVID-19 pandemic.
Saying so, it is questionable whether the Chief Minister is
confident of increasing his party MLAs as there is a possibility
of opponent candidate getting elected instead of his party’s
candidate. If he lost in the by-election, what will be the fate of
N. Biren Singh? Will he be able to continue to remain at the
Chief Minister’s chair or will his position be in danger. A muchdiscussed issue among the political analysts.
Except in some few cases, ruling party always get an
advantage in by-election, but unlike in the yester-era, when
people only believe on what says and often drive by prominent
individuals, voters in today’s high tech communication
technology, it is doubtful that the same culture of winning
assembly seat by money power and muscle power will win. Of
the 100% voters only some 10% or say 20% are likely to be
influenced by electioneering technique using money power and
muscle power. Voters of today’s Manipur are well educated today
with the mass media reaching out far and wide. And 80% to
90% now like their representative clean.
Political parties today need to choose candidates which have
a clean image if they want their party wishes to run the state.
A little mistake may jeopardize the 1000s good deeds of a
government. Favourism through loyalty will be a foolish idea.
If one remembers the story of a slave killing a mosquito using
a sward that bites to his master, it is the right moment for the
leaders of any political party to make the decision wisely. This
is politics – but the time has changed. It should not be for
survival and self. It should be for the people and acting as per
the wishes of the people will not only be appreciated by each
and every citizen but will be remembered by the future
generation.
The long hardship struggled for a clean and drug-free society
will be a mockery of the political party ruling the state makes
one mistake that will ruin the whole good work. It is destiny,
and sympathy should never exist in the game of politics.
Remember – “Everything is fair in love and war”. We have
seen the impossible happening in politics and let this happen
again to save the commitment of the N. Biren Singh led the
government to make the state a drug free state. Let the war
on drugs be successful and let the people remember N. Biren
Singh for his unselfish action against the war on drugs. There
is still time.

Letter to theEditor
On MPSC re-exam
notification
Sir,
I want to raise my concern regarding the MPSC reexam notifications dated 14th August 2020. It is strange on
the part of MPSC to go for a re-exam inspite of the ongoing
CBI investigation. Not only that the Department of Personnel,
Government of Manipur has directed MPSC to keep the exam
in abeyance on 2nd September 2020. But, there is no visible
sign that MPSC is going to obey the order. Instead MPSC is
sending reminders in AIR and other media regarding the
deadline for application i.e, 13th September 2020. It is causing
confusion among the aspirants. We are starting to think whether
there is a conflict between MPSC and the Government of
Manipur.
Konthoujam Jayasana
Mayang Imphal
Manipur
Letters, Feedback and Suggestions to ‘Imphal Times’
can be sent to our e-mail : imphaltimes@gmail.com. For
advertisement kindy contact: - 0385-3590330 (O). For time
being readers can reach the office at Cell Phone No. 9862860745
for any purpose.
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“Conflict of Interest” in MPSC MCSCC
Exam 2016: An analysis
By- Thangminlun Haokip
Natural justice refers to the
specific procedures that are
engaged in the legal system in
actualizing the rules of equity
and fairness. The principle of
natural justice is, in fact, a rule
of conscience and personal
character. The purpose of the
principle of natural justice is to
prevent the authorities from
acting in arbitrariness and
exclude the chance of
consciously denying a person
justice. The two principles of
natural justice that are
recognized in English law are:
1. The Rule against bias – the
jury must be impartial and no
man will act as a judge in his
personal case.
2. Rule of fair hearing – this
implies that no man shall be
condemned by the authorities
without being heard on the
case.
The Rule against bias can also
be understood from a Latin
phrase Nemo judex in causa
sua (or nemo judex in sua
causa) which literally means,
“no-one is judge in his own
cause.” It is a principle of
natural justice that no person
can judge a case in which they
have an interest. The rule is
very strictly applied to any
appearance of a possible
bias, even if there is actually
none: “Justice must not only
be done, but must be seen to
be done”.
The violation of this particular
principle can be analysed from
the recent MPSC fiasco. The
Manipur
Public
Service
Commission’s Manipur Civil
Services Combined Competitive
Examination – 2016 (MCSCCE –
2016)
was
successfully
conducted for recruitment to 82
posts/services. Inspite of the
fact that ev en before the
completion of the recruitment
process the exam faced a
litigation
process,
the
appointment of selected
candidates were made after the
Judgement Order by a Ld. Single

Judge of the Manipur High
Court. After the selection
process the combined merit list
was notified by MPSC,
appointment orders were issued
issued in June 2017 for Manipur
Civil Service (MCS), Manipur
Police Service (MPS), Sub-Deputy
Collector (SDC) and Manipur
Secretariat Services (MSS). At
this point of time the
appointments were not subjudice or interim in nature. The
Ld. Single Judge in the writ
petitions made a three member
Inquiry committee (First Inquiry)
against filed after the
declaration of the result of the
MCSCCE - 2016 Main by some
unsuccessful candidates. The
Inquiry Commission was headed
by Director, Manipur Judicial
Academy, a retired Judge of
Gauhati High Court as
Commissioner. The committee
found out some anomalies but
which were not of serious issues.
Some of the unsuccessful
approach the Hon’ble High Court
of Manipur again. Based on
which the Ld. Single Judge
constituted a two member
Inquiry committee (Second
Inquiry) comprising of a Retired
IAS officer and a Retired Session
Judge. The two members
pointed out a number of lapses
and irregularities along with
various personal remarks
regarding the said irregularities.
Based on the Inquiry Committee
report The Ld. Division Bench of
Hon’ble High Court of quashed
the MCSCCE – 2016 (Mains), the
Judgement order of the Ld.
Single Judge dated 28/02/2017,
and set aside the consequential
appointment orders. The
judgement left it open for the
MPSC to conduct the MCSCCE –
2016 (Mains) afresh, and also
ordered CBI Investigation into
the conduct of MCSCCE – 2016.
Thereafter, the 81 officers were
subsequently terminated from
their services in October 2019,
after more than two years of
service.
After termination of the
selected candidates from service

corollary to the impunged
judgement order of the Hon’ble
High Court of Manipur it was
discov ered that both the
members of the Second Inquiry
Committee are interested
parties as their wards (biological
children) were candidates in
MCSCCE – 2016 and unsuccessful
in the Prelims Examination.
These material facts were not
disclosed. In the light of this
discovery and on the ground of
Conflict of Interest, the State of
Manipur, and some selected
candidates has filed Review
Petitions at the High Court of
Manipur. This is a clear case of
violation of principle of natural
justice. It is hoped that the
Hon’ble High Court of Manipur
will look into the case and review
its judgment which was entirely
based on the reports submitted
by this two enquiry committee
members.
What is most confounding in
this case not how the Hon’ble
High Court of Manipur failed to
notice that this two members
were interested party, but it is
rather that fact that the two
members failed to recused
themselves from the case as
their children appeared in the
same exams. They should have
done that as a moral obligation.
Had they made a self-declaration
on this regard earlier, the
Hon’ble High Court of Manipur
would have appointed some
other persons who have no selfinterst in the case. They are no
ordinary persons who can cite
ignorance as a reason. One
member being a retired Judge
is supposed to be well aware
about this principle. And as for
an IAS officer there are many
times where they have to take
up departmental enquiries. And
this principle is very much
applicable in these proceedings.
May be their findings during the
process of inquiry is right, or
may be not. But the fact remains
that ‘Justice must be seen to be
done’ is not been realised in this
case.
Other case of conflict of

interest can be understood from
following cases:
1. In a 1973 case between
the Union of India and D. K.
Khanna, the legitimacy of a
candidate was challenged and his
selection cancelled because of
bias in the selection committee
as one of the members was a
son-in-law to the candidate.
2. In the case of Mineral
Development Ltd. and the State
of Bihar, 1969, the Minister
revoked the mining license of 99
years that was offered to the
petitioner in 1947 because of the
personal rivalry he had with him.
However, the court ruled that due
to the personal grievance the
minister had with him, the
action of the minister is hereby
nullified.
3. In a case between Dr.
Prem Chand and Manak Lal in
1957, it was observed by J.
Gajendragadkar that a pecuniary
interest of any magnitude on the
proceedings of the case will
disqualify any member of the
jury from being the judge.
4. In
the
case
of
Jeejeebhoy and Asst. Collector,
Thana, 1965, the panel of
inquiry on the case was
reconstituted because of an
observation raised by C. J.
Gajendragadkar that one of the
members of the jury is equally a
member of the Co-operative
society which is the owner of the
disputed land.
In the MPSC case, now that
the ball is back in the hands of
the Hon’ble High Court of
Manipur with the Review Petition
by the Government of Manipur
and private petitioner, it is
difficult to say how the Hon’ble
High Court of Manipur will give
its judgments. But we can only
hope that the Hon’ble High Court
of Manipur will go to any extend
in order to make sure that
Justice is not only done but also
seems to be done.
*** The writer is a Secretary,
Ministry of Education &
Statistics of the Thadou
Students’ Association (GHQ)

Save Pony: Adopt one Pony one household
By- Ranjan Salamcha
Major challenges has come for
Manipur to save our one and only
sav ior asset PONY ( Sagol)
which is about to extinct in a
very near future. The issue for
conserving and make a ever
lasting survival of Pony should
not be neglected . we all come
to know that if we don’t focus
to save the Pony we will be
regretted at the final stage
while it comes in a position to
extinct. It had been noted that
Pony has already included in the
threaten group of rear spices .
Many times we have come
across that Pony were gazing at
the road s sid e as our
government neglected to control
and menace to custody them at
the safe places. Since ,the
game Polo originated from our
sta te w e had ho st m any
international events of these
game but, it seems to forget
the value of ma king safe
survival of Pony.
‘’WE GAVE THE GAME POLO “
has been wrote with pride as we
are the presenter of this game
to everyone. Although , we
shout SAVE PONY SAVE POLO the
value of such acclaim blown to
heaven. The seriousness has
not seen from the authority of

the government as we saw
many Pony has put to dead
without any treatment even for
the mere illiness. The natural
gifted gazing fields have been
ut iliz e
to
con stru ct
infrastructure for many projects
by sideline the value of making
longer survival of these state
wealth. Habitation of Pony had
not muc h con cern by any
authorities. Here, government
should take up a flexi projects
like every grade I officer should
adopt a Pony to save our pride.
The typical of our Pony has well
defined by many in such a way

that a pony as a mature horse
that me asure s le ss t han
14.3 hands (59 inches, 150 cm)
. Compared to other horses,
po nies
oft en
exhib it
thick manes, tails and overall
coat, as well as proportionally
shorter legs, wider barrels,
heavier bone, thicker necks,
and shorter heads with broader
foreheads. Ponies are generally
considered intelligent and
friendly. They are sometimes
also described as stubborn or
cunning. Properly trained ponies
are appropriate mounts for
children who are learning to

ride. Larger ponies can be
ridden by adults, as ponies are
usually strong for their size.
The se
sm aller
anim als
were domesticated and bred for
var ious purpo ses all o v er
th e No rthe rn Hemispher e.
Ponies were historically used for
driving and freight transport, as
children’s
mounts,
for
recreational riding, and later as
competitors and performers in
their own right.
Conservation of Pony has
become greater concerned for all
of us as our Pony decrease their
population with the time being.

Page No.

Rs 6 lakh stolen from
Ayodhya’s Ram Mandir trust
through two fake cheques

Guest Column

Remembering our heroic martyrs:
The day never to be forgotten

Kuki Black Day(Sahnit-Ni)
By: Thangminlun Haokip

Prime Minister Narendra Modi in Ayodhya during the ground breaking ceremony held on August 05. (file pic).

IT Correspondent
New Delhi, Sept 11:
An FIR has been filed with
The Kotwali Police station
in Ayodhya in Uttar Pradesh,
in connection with a fraud
of Rs 6 lakh through two
cloned cheques drawn in the
name of the trust by
unknown persons and the
police are investigating the
case.
The Shri Ram Janmabhoomi
Teerth Kshetra Trust holds
account
number
39200235062 in the Naya
Ghat branch of the State
Bank of India. Secretary
Champat Rai and trustee Dr
Anil Mishra are the two
authorised signatories for
this account.
On 1 September, Rs
2,50,000 were transferred
to a Punjab National Bank
account through cheque
number 740799. A week
later, on 8 September,
cheque number 740800 was
used to transfer Rs
3,50,000 to the same PNB
account. The fraud was
detected when another
cheque — number 740798 —
for Rs 9,86,000 was
presented to the Bank of
Baroda on 9 September. But
since the amount was much
bigger, the bank called
Champat
Rai
for

verification. Rai browsed
through the chequebook,
and found the cheque
bearing that number was
still in his possession, so he
files an FIR with the police.
The police have registered
a case under sections 419,
420, 467, 468, 471 of the
IPC on the charges of
cheating, dishonesty,
forgery and theft of
important documents.
“We
are
currently
conducting preliminary
investigation in this case.
Till now it has been revealed
that some money has been
fraudulently withdrawn
from the Ram Mandir
Trust’s
account
by
presenting two cheques in
PNB. We are trying to find
out who did this and
also scrutinising CCTV
footage of the bank
branch,” Circle Officer
Rajesh Kumar Rai said.
An initial probe has
suggested negligence of
bank authorities, as well as
the involvement of bank
employees, as serial
numbers of the cheques
were compromised and that
allowed fraudsters to
prepare the cloned ones.
The cloned cheques
contained
forged
signatures of Rai and
another member of the

trust. We have a suspicion
that this may be handiwork
of a person who is quite
close to the trust’s
members, and might have
had regular interactions
with them. We are going
through all possible angles
of this forgery. A police
team is probing the money
trail to trace the fraudsters
and people inv olved in
compromising the trust
bank account details to
unearth the racket involved
the crime, Kumar said.
Vishva Hindu Parishad’s
regional spokesperson,
Sharad Sharma, called the
forgery a serious issue.
Stern action must be taken
against those involved in
this cloning of cheques.
The
Shri
R am
Jan mabhoomi
Tee rth
Kshetra Trust has taken the
issue seriously.
The trust was formed to
oversee the construction
of the temple after the
Su prem e
Co urt
in
November last year paved
the way for it and ended
years of litigation.
In the meanwhile Champat
Rai, said he was confident
the culprits will be nabbed
soon, and that the trust will
be on th e loo kout for
similar attempts in the
future.

Assam Don Bosco University
Inaugurates New Academic
Year Online

Guwahati, Sept.11:

Brav ing the COVID-19
pandemic, Assam Don
Bosco
Univ ersity
inaugurates the new
academic year on YouTube
with a theme “Searching
for Meaning in the bits and
pieces of Life,” here today
at Tapesia Campus of the
Univ ersity.
While
inaugurating new academic
year and welcoming the new
students, Vice Chancellor
Fr. (Dr.) Stephen Mavely
said, “We are living through
an extraordinary time with
this COVID-19 Pandemic
throwing our lives out of
gear. Times as such calls for
just one thing that is
resilience to fight against
it, to overcome, to survive
and to flourish once again.
That is why we hav e
started doing and we shall
keep doing it. As of now,
here at Don Bosco

Univ ersity, we hav e
resolved that we will do
everything to ensure our
students come out toppers
living right through this
pandemic
and
its
challenges that keep
testing our strength and
peace of mind. It is against
this
backdrop;
the
University has designed a
theme for our new
academic year that is Searching for meaning in
the bits and pieces of life.
Despite difficult situation,
all our faculties hav e
successfully conducted

online classes for the
students. We have also
successfully conducted
online examinations for the
final year students. Apart
from that, all our faculty
members have undergone
training preparing them to
be proficient practitioners
of online teaching and
learning.”
The inaugural session was
attended by Fr. Johny Jose,
Registrar, Assam Don Bosco
University, directors of
different schools and
faculty members of the
University.
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This year, 13th September
m ar ks
the
2 6th
a nn i v er sar y
an d
commemoration of Kuki
B la c k d a y o r Sah n it N i. T hi s
da y
c om m e mo r a te s
th e
gruesome massacre(also
k no w n
as
J o u pi Zanglenphai Massacre) of
thousands of Kukis who
lost their lives in the
h an d s o f t h e N ag a
militants of the National
S oc i a li st C o unc i l o f
Nagaland(Isak-Muivah),
which is a secessionists
underground movement,
which aims to create a
greater Nagalim and bring
all Naga- inhabited areas
in the North East under a
sing le adm i ni str a t iv e
unit.The Kukis considered
this inhumane act as a
genocidal act, ‘ethnical
cleansing’ in a stronger
te rm , as tho usand s of
K uk i s
i n clu d in g
( pr e gnan t) w o me n an d
children lost their lives and
t ho u sand s m o re w er e
misplaced. Moreover, over
360 Kuki v illages were
uprooted in NSCN(I-M)
attacks,turning as many as
1 lakh villagers refugees in
t hei r o w n ‘ an ce st ra l
land’.
Why Kuki Black Day Or
Sahnit-ni?
It was on that fateful day,
the 13th of September,
1 99 3 th a t m ar ks a n
indelible incident in the
hearts of all the Kukis and
m an y o t he r p a tr i o ti c
being, which shall always
lingers until justice is
prevailed. Not only is it
remembered for those who
lay down their lives on that
fateful day, but also in
remembrance of all the
Kuki victims killed during
the ethnic clash between
1992 and 1997 with the so
ca lled N SCN (I -M ). T he
main reason behind all
these inhumane act of
e thn i c c lash t ak in g
thousands of liv es was
nothing more than for the
ca use of s cr am bl e fo r
‘ lan d ’, str u ggl e fo r
territorial recognition and
identity, of which there
ca nno t b e a peacef ul
coexistence till this day.
Since then, the enmity
between the Nagas and
the Kukis was ignited by
the violence unleashed by
th e m ili tants in 199 0s
resulting in bloodbath of
many innocent Kukis.
F or y ear s, t he K uk i
c om m u ni t y h as b ee n
demanding justice for the
victims. Still, the cry for
justice is just a dreamlike, which has been an
unanswered-call by the
state as well as the central
government for the Kukis;
n on e t he l e ss, v ar i ous
organizations including
Kuki Inpi, Manipur’s apex
K uk i o r g an i sat io n has
u rge d Pr i me M in i ster
N ar end r a
M o di
fo r
r ec o gn i sin g t he K uk i
identity, territory and
political rights and various
m em o r ial st o ne s ha d

already been erected at
Churachandpur district
back in 2018, where three
monoliths that contained
the names of over 1000
Kuki victims who lost their
life in the conflict. The
Kukis believe that the
government is ignoring
their sentiments in favour
of the Nagas. The Kuki
B la c k Da y, t h er e f or e
becomes an important
stage or day for voicing
grievances and hark back
to that fateful day when
thousands of their kind
had been ‘i nnocently’
slau g ht e re d
or
mercilessly butchered and
shot. This being the cause
for which the Kukis shall
never fail to remember.
An account from one of
the five survivors:
Haosem Doungel, one of
the five survivors of the
1993 Joupi-Zanglenphai
massacre told The News
Lens what he remembers
of that fateful day: “I
u sed
to
li v e
in
Zanglenphai Kuki village
of Tamenglong district in
M an i pu r.
In
e a rly
Sep t e mb e r, 19 93, the
NSCN-IM backed Naga Lim
Guar d
s er v ed
the
adjacent Kuki villages of
Joupi and Zanglenphai a
quit notice ordering the
villages to leave the area
b ef o r e
Se pt em be r
1 5, 1 993 . Fe ar in g the
worst, we abided by the
NSCN-IM diktak and on
September 12 we left the
v il lage en ma sse . E n
route to a place called
Ta me i ,
as
dusk
d es c e nd e d, we w er e
intercepted by a group of
NSCN-IM cadres. They let
t he wo m en and the
children flee and tied the
menfolk. About 50 of us
were taken to a cliff by a
river, while about another
30 men were taken to
another spot not very far.
They slit the throats of
most of th e men with
machetes and some were
also shot dead. While one
of the NSCN-IM cadres
held me from behind,
another hacked me three
times on the back of my
n ec k. A n d t h en t hey
pushed me to the river
below. They also shot at
me twice to make sure
that I was dead but by
God’s will, I surv iv ed.
Half-dead, I floated on the
river and made it to the
jungle where I hid myself.
The next day I walked to
t he
v il l ag e
c al le d
Thenjang. From there the
v il la ge r s t o o k m e t o
A ssa m R i f le s me d i cal
f ac i lit i es a t C h alv a
station. I was treated
there for over a month. My
elder brother was among
those butchered on that
f at ef ul n igh t . T h ose
v io len t
sc ene s
of
bloodletting and wails and
screams still haunt me.
How can one forget these
things?”.
This is the corroboration,
this explains everything.
But many still argued that
the ‘Joupi-Zanglenphai

m as sacr e ’ w as j u st a
‘ fa b ri c ate d i n ci d ent ’
covered up by the Kukis.
But how could one utter all
t hes e
p r agm a ti c
incidents, if it had not
really happened, how could
it be a ‘fabricated story’
when thousands of life
had been lost and tens of
t ho u sand s had b een
misplaced from their own
land. Indisputably, the Kuki
Black Day(Sahnit-ni) has
its motives and ambition.
We pledge to uphold the
cause of sacrifice made by
thousands of Kukis and
ensure justice to them.
We vowed to secure our
a nc es tr al h o mel a nd ,
endanger peace, prevent
bloodshed and genocide
and promote progress,
prosperity and peaceful
coexistence.
The question of justice is
still a far cry today. Why ?
N ei t her
di d
the
g ov er nm e nt to o k up
prominent steps to ensure
justice for the innocent
people of the Kukis nor do
the Nagas felt guilty for
their inhumane act and
proclaimed that they had
b ee n wr o ng a l l t h ese
years. So would the Kukis
silence their voices and
rest in peace till justice
prevails. This, being the
core reason, there cannot
be a peaceful coexistence
between the two till this
d ay.
Bu t
e v id e n tly
speaking,thousands of the
Kukis had been mercilessly
sl au gh te red a nd sho t,
which this could never be
d en i ed
as
f a lse
i nf o r ma t i on
or
a
fabricated story. While it
would also be admissible
t hat no t mo r e t h an a
hundred Nagas were killed
by the Kukis out of anger
and an act of revenge. So,
the big question is ‘Are
the 1000 lives not worth
more to those of not even
a 10 0? ”. M or e ov e r, a
number of women have
been even tortured and
gang- raped before they
were killed, which is just
‘ uni mag i na b le ’ . T hi s
could never be accepted
for one to treat his fellow
b ei n g, t he l ev e l o f
humanity for such people
being zero.
The way forward:
Above all, we are human
beings who knows what is
morally good or agreeable
a nd d isa gr e eab l e .
T he r ef o r e, a h ol i sti c
solution would be the only
way forward for a peaceful
coexistence between the
two. Also do we have to
forgive and forget one
who has done something
wrong to us and the other
should assent and make
a clean breast of it that
they had done wrong and
ple ad for forg iveness
b ec a use mist a ke s ar e
always forgivable, if one
has the courage to admit
them. People hurt each
o the r, i t ha p pen s t o
everyone-intentionally,
unintentionally, regretfully
or not. It is a part of what
we do as p eopl e. T he

beauty is that we have the
ability to heal and forgive.
As Lewis B. Smedes rightly
said, “To forgive is to set
a p r i so ner f re e an d
discover that the prisoner
was you.”
A memoriam ‘ Your Name
Liveth Forever More’ has
been beautifully written
down which shall always
live in the hearts of the
Kukis, which read ‘You
were born a legend in the
land of Pu Galngam and Pu
Hangshai. Born to live in
p ea c e
w i th
y our
n ei g hbo ur s. You m ak e
peace when others fight,
y ou
d ef e n de d
our
fatherland from intruders.
You fought the mighty
British empire, you are the
true son of the soil. You
wanted your freedom back
wh en Br iti sh le ft. You
demanded a state in India
but it felt on a deaf ear.
When you raise arms for
it, the coward monster felt
threatened, shivered. You
hav e been serv ed Quit
Notice in your fatherland.
You brave dead when the
monster called genocide.
They chopped off your
head to silent you. In the
darkness of the forest,
they left your body alone.
But your voice was heard
across the globe. Your
headless body covered the
headli nes. Your blood
inked the front-pages of
newspaper. You died a
patriot, a gallant soldier.
You died as Kuki, for the
Kuki. Death is not the end
of the journey because
you sleep for the long
night. We are awaken to
see the daylight. As you
slee p, t he ho r iz o n o f
darkness will be broken.
The light of the dawn will
shine in Zalengam before
the monster consumed
you, before you go to a
l on g sl e ep . Yo u s aid ,
‘Nangho aphat phatnan
h un g ki h ung ta o v in ,
keivang athi ding’a che
kahitai.’ After 25 years, no
justice prevailed in our
land. After 25 years, no
peace consoled our heart.
Every dawn and dusk, we
called you. From Mithikho
you reminded us, you told
u s w h at to d o. F ro m
heaven you weep for us.
Nay, don’t you repent for
your sacrifice. The horizon
of darkness will be broken.
From asleep, we will rise
to light. Today, we raise
Lumsong and Sithing to
i mm o rt a l ise y o u. L ik e
L um so ng a nd Set h i ng ,
y ou r n ame w ill b e
r em em be r ed f or e v er.
W hen y o u m eet our
ancestors in Mithikho, tell
them of us that we are still
fighting for our freedom.
We pledge to defend and
secure our fatherland. We
pledge to keep peace and
justice with others. We
pledge to prevent genocide
and bloodshed in our
fatherland. We pledge to
promote peace, progress
and prosperity. May your soul
rest in peace!”.
(The views expressed
is the writer’s own )
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Assam Rifles seizes
smuggled medicines near
Indo-Myanmar Border

IT News
Moreh, Sept 11:
Assam Rifles troops under
command of the HQ
IGAR(S) are maintaining a
strict vigil along the IndoMyanmar Border over the
last six months to prevent
influx of narcotics and
contraband smuggling from

across.
On 10 September at around
03:00 AM in the vicinity of
Haolenphai village near
Moreh, a column of troops of
Moreh Battlaion detected some
suspicious movement along
the border. On being
challenged, the unknown
miscreants fled toward
Myanmar. On thorough

checking of thre area, a
stockpile of smuggled
medicines
worth
approximately Rs 2.80 lakh.
The items were seized and
handed over to Customs
Office, Moreh for further legal
action. Assam Rifles will
continue its effective border
guarding operations to prevent
cross border smuggling.

Vacancy in NEC Secretariat, Shillong
DIPR
Imphal, Sept. 11 :
North Easter n C ounc il
Secretariat, Shillong is
looking for the services of
suitable officers for filling

up the post of Draftsman
Gra de-I ( 1 p ost) and
Stenographer Grade-II (17
posts) on deputation basis.
Applications of eligible and
willing candidates whose
services can be spared on

deputation sho uld be
forwarded by the Cadre
aut hori ties/ Head
of
De part ment s so as to
reach to Deputy Secretary
(Admn.) NEC within 60
days.
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Two child marriages averted in Yavatmal
By Raju Vernekars
Mumbai,September 11:
While the Union
Government is in the
process of reconsidering
the minimum age of
marriage for women from
18 years to 21 years to
lower Maternal Mortality
Ratio (MMR) and improve
nutritional levels, the child
marriages are still held
clandestinely across the
country.
A plan to conduct the
marriage of two teenage
girls was foiled by alert
social workers in Nanand
village
located
in
Yavatmal district of
Vidarbha region of
Maharashtra
on
Wednesday. The parents
of the two girls-aged 14
and 15 years, had
arranged their marriages.
The full preparations were
made, a pandal was set
up, food was prepared and
a priest was also ready to
complete rituals.
However when a local
resident got the wind of
the plan, he promptly
alerted the Child Helpline.
Soon a team of District
Child Protection Office
accompanied by police,
reached the venue. The
team members verified
the age of the girls and
handed them over to the
District Child Welfare
Committee.
The grooms, middle men
and the parents of the
girls were warned that the
strict action would be

The parents of the teenager girls being confronted by the
District Child Protection Officer Devendra Rajurkar
taken against them under
the Prevention of Child
marriage Act 2006 and the
offence shall be punishable
with rigorous imprisonment
up to two years or with fine
which may extend to one
lakh rupees or with
both. The team also
explained to the parents
that the marriage of a girl
below 18 years and the boy
below 21 years, cannot be
arranged and this is for the
better future of their
children.
The team which foiled the
marriage included-District
Child Protection Officer
Devendra Rajurkar, Police
Inspector Ravindra Maskar,
Head constable Arjun
Rathod, Police Naik Sachin
Raut, Home Guard Subhash
Dhomnar, ASHA worker
Kaushalya Markad and
Anganwadi sevika Vanmala
Khadse among others.

Since the police were busy
in COVID-19 induced lock
down, nearly 18 marriages
were stated to hav e
been held in Yavatmal in
the last few months. If
these two marriages were
not to be foiled, the number
of child marriages, during
ongoing lock down could
have reached up to 20 in
Yavatmal, sources said.
In the meanwhile a task
force set up on June 2, by
the Union Ministry for
Women
and
Child
Development, to examine
the possibility of increasing
the age of marriage for
women from 18 to 21, is in
the process of preparing its
report. The centre will take
the
decision
after
the report is submitted.
While India’s MMR has seen
a decline from 130 per 1
lakh live births in 20142016 to 122 per 1 lakh live

births in 2015-2017 — a
decline of 8 points (6.2%)
— the government is now
pushing to bring down
this rate further.
The minimum age of
marriage for men and
women was initially
introduced to combat
child marriages. Section
5(iii) of the Hindu
Marriage Act, 1955 sets
18 years as the minimum
age for the bride and 21
for the groom. Child
marriages
can
be
declared v oid at the
request of the minor. In
Islam, the marriage of a
minor, who has attained
puberty, is considered
valid. The Special
Marriage Act, 1954 and
the Prohibition of Child
Marriage Act, 2006 also
prescribe 18 and 21 years
as the minimum age of
consent for marriage for
women
and
men,
respectively.
A legal framework on the
age of consent for
marriage in India only
began in the 1880s.
In 1929, the Child
Marriage Restraint Act,
set 16 and 18 years as the
minimum
age
of
marriage for girls and
boys, respectively. The
law, popularly known as
“Sarda Act” after its
sponsor Harbilas Sarda, a
judge and a member of
“Arya Samaj”, was
eventually amended in
1978 to prescribe 18 and
21 years for women and
men, respectively.

Prime Minister addresses the Conclave on “School Education in
21st Century” under the NEP 2020
PIB
New Delhi, Sept 11:
The Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi addressed the
Conclave on “School
Education in 21st Century”
under the NEP 2020 today
through video conference.
Speaking on the occasion
Prime Minister said that
National Education Policy is
going to give a new direction
to 21st century India and we
are becoming part of a
moment that is laying the
foundation for building the
future of our country. He said
that hardly any aspect of our
life remained the same in
these three decades yet our
education system is still
running under the old system.
The new National Education
Policy is a means to fulfilling
new aspirations, new
opportunities of a new India,
he said.
The Prime Minister said that
the NEP 2020 is a result of
hardwork of people from every
region, every sector and
every language in the last 3
to 4 years. He said the actual
work begins now, in
implementation of the policy.
He urged the teachers to work
together for an effective
implementation of the
National Education Policy.
The Prime Minister said it is
legitimate that many
questions arise after the
announcement of the Policy
and that it is necessary to
discuss such issues in this
conclave to move forward.
The Prime Minister expressed
happiness that principals and

teachers are enthusiastically
participating in
this
discussion to implement the
National Education Policy. He
said that over 1.5 million
suggestions have been
received within a week from
teachers across the country
on implementing the National
Education Policy.
The Prime Minister said that
energetic youth are the
engines of development of a
country but that their
development should begin
from their childhood. He said
that the education of children,
the right environment they
get, to a large extent
determines what the person
would become in his future
and what his personality would
be. He said the NEP-2020 lays
a lot of emphasis on this.
The Prime Minister said that
it is in preschool where
children begin to understand
their senses, their skills
better. For this, there is a
need for schools and teachers
to provide an environment of
fun learning, playful learning,
activity based learning and
discovery based learning to
children. He said that as the
child progresses, it is very
necessary to develop a
greater learning spirit,
scientific and logical thinking,
mathematical thinking and
scientific temperament.
In the National Education
Policy, The Prime Minister
stressed the importance of
replacing the old 10 Plus 2
with the system of 5 Plus 3
Plus 3 Plus 4. He said now
playful education of the preschool which is limited to

private schools in cities will
also reach villages once this
policy is implemented.
He emphasized that focus on
basic education is the most
important aspect of this
policy. Under the National
Education Policy, the
development of foundational
literacy and numeracy will be
taken as a national mission.
The child should go ahead and
read to learn, for that it is
necessary that in the
beginning he should learn to
read. This development
journey from learn to read to
read to learn will be completed
through foundational literacy
and numeracy.
The Prime Minister said that
it must be ensured that every
child who crosses the third
grade can easily read 30 to
35 words in a minute. He
added that this will help him
in understanding the content
of other subjects with ease.
He further said that all this
will happen only when the
studies are connected to the
real world, to our lives and to
the surrounding environment.
He added that when education
is linked to the surrounding
environment, it has an
impact on the whole life of the
student and also on the whole
society. He also mentioned
about the initiative when he
was the Chief Minister of
Gujarat. Students from all
schools were given the task
to identify the oldest tree in
the village, and then, write an
essay based on that tree and
their village. He said that this
experiment was very
successful, on one hand the

children got information
about the environment, as
well as they got a chance to
get a lot of information about
their village.
The Prime Minister stressed
on the need to increase such
easy and innovative methods.
These experiments should be
the core of our new age
learning - Engage, Explore,
Experience, Express and
Excel.
Shri Narendra Modi said the
students engage in activities,
events, projects according to
their interest. Then children
learn to express in a
constructive way. He said
that children should be taken
on study tours to historical
places, places of interests, to
farms, industries etc, as it
would give them practical
knowledge. The Prime
Minister said this is now not
happening in all the schools.
He said because of this, many
students are not getting
practical knowledge. He said
that by exposing the students
to practical knowledge their
curiosity would increase and
also their knowledge. If
students see the skilled
professionals then there will
be a kind of emotional
connection, they will
understand the skills and
respect them. It is possible
that many of these children
grow up to join such
industries or even if they
choose another profession it
will remain in their mind of
what can be innovated to
improve such profession.
The Prime Minister said that
the National Education Policy

has been formulated in such
a way that syllabus can be
reduced and focused on
fundamental things. A
National
Curriculum
Framework will be developed
to make learning integrated
and interdisciplinary, fun
based
and
complete
experience. Suggestions will
be taken for this and
recommendations
and
modern education systems of
all will be included in it. The
world of the future is going to
be quite different from our
world today.
He stressed on the
importance of advancing our
students with 21st century
skills. He listed out the 21st
century skills - Critical
Thinking,
Creativity,
Collaboration, Curiosity and
Communication. He said that
students should learn coding
from
the
beginning,
understand
Artificial
Intelligence, join Internet of
Things, Cloud Computing,
Data Science and Robotics. He
said that our earlier education
policy was restrictive. But in
the real world, all subjects are
related to each other. But the
present system does not
provide an opportunity to
change the field, to connect
with new possibilities. This
has also been a major reason
for the dropout of many
children. Therefore, the
National Education Policy
students are given freedom
to choose any subject.
The Prime Minister said that
National education policy also
addresses another big issue
- marksheet driven education

dominating in place of
learning driven education in
our country. He said that the
marksheet has now become
like a mental pressure sheet.
Removing this stress from
education is one of the main
objectives of the National
Education Policy. The
examination should be such
that it does not put
unnecessary pressure on the
students. And the effort is
that students should not be
evaluated by just one
examination, but based on
various aspects of student
development like selfassessment, peer-to-peer
assessment. The Prime
Minister said instead of a
mark sheet the National
Education Policy, has
proposed for a holistic report
card which will be a detailed
sheet of unique potential,
aptitude, attitude, talent,
skills, efficiency, competency
and possibilities of the
students. He added that a
new National Assessment
Center “Parakh” will also be
established for the overall
improvement of the
evaluation system.
The Prime Minister said that
one needs to understand that
language is the medium of
education, language is not all
of education. Some people
forget this difference.
Therefore,
whatever
language a child can learn
easily, the same language
should be the language of
learning. He said that
keeping this in mind, it is
proposed that early education
should be in the mother

tongue like in most other
countries. Otherwise when
children hear something in
another language, they first
translate it in their own
language, then understand
it. This creates great
confusion in the child’s mind,
it is very stressful.
Therefore, as far as possible,
keeping the local language,
mother tongue, medium of
education up to grade five,
grade five at least, is stated
in the National Education
Policy.
Referring to the doubts on
the issue, the Prime Minister
said that there is no
restriction on learning any
language apart from the
mother tongue. He said
along with English other
foreign languages can also
be learned by the children.
He added that at the same
time other Indian languages
will also be promoted so that
our youth can get acquainted
with the language of
different states and culture
there. He said that teachers
are the pioneers of this journey
of National Education Policy.
Therefore, all the teachers also
have to learn a lot of new things
and unlearn old things too.
When 75 years of independence
are completed in 2022, the
Prime Minister said that it is our
collective responsibility to
ensure that every student of
India should read as per the
National Education Policy. He
called upon the cooperation of
all
the
teachers,
administrators, voluntary
organizations and parents in
this national mission.
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