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RD&PR minister takes stock Three officials suspended for alleged
of complaints in social
involvement in forgery of beneficiaries
media regarding MGNREGS
IT News
Imphal, Sept. 1:

Spot enquiry instituted, ensures actions
against erring authorities

IT News
Imphal, Sept. 1:
Rural Development and
Panchayati Raj Minister
Thongam Biswajit Singh,
today, conducted an on the
spot enquiry following
reports in social media
claiming wrongdoings in
awarding man-days to job
cardholders under the
Mahatma Gandhi National
Rural
Employment
Guarantee Act, at the
Konthoujam
Gram
Panchayat.
Following the enquiry by
officials of the department,
the Minister announced
actions against all those
found guilty of wrongdoings.
Acting on the video posted
in social media yesterday,
the Minister made a
surprise visit to the
Konthoujam Assembly
Constituency
Gram
Panchayat this morning. In
the video, a woman from
Konthoujam Makha Leikai
Ward No 5 claimed that she
had to work alone for four
man-days.
During the on the spot
enquiry, the woman
recounted her claims before
the Minister and officials of
the department. She
apprised the Minister that
her Ward member informed
job-card holders that since
the area is in a containment
zone, payments will be
made for only 16 man-days
of the allotted 20 man-days.
She further informed the
Minister that while others
seem to be okay with the
member’s action, she
couldn’t agree with it and
told the member that she
would like to work for all the
20 man-days since her
family had no other means
of earning due to the
present lockdown.
Following claims made by
the woman, the Minister
gave a strong instruction to
all officials concerned
accompanying him to look
into the matter on the spot.
During the enquiry, officials
corroborated the woman’s

statement with documents
and found that all other jobcarders holder had given
their signature to an
agreement with the
member to work for only 16
of the 20 man-days,
whereas the woman alone

had decided to work for all
allotted 20 man-days.
Further, it came to light that
the concerned GRS had also
failed to take signatures of
job-card holders for works
executed earlier.
(Contd. on Page 4)

Three state government
officials were suspended
with immediate effect from
the 31st of August 2020 by
an order of the Governor of
Manipur in exercise of the
powers conferred by SubRule (2) of Rule 10 of the
Central Civil Serv ices
(Classification, Control &
Appeal) Rules, 1965, for
their alleged involvement in
registering
fake
beneficiaries under the PM
Kishan Samman Nidhi
Scheme in Bishnupur
District. The order further
states that disciplinary
proceedings are also being
contemplated against the
three officials namely- (1)
Robert Okram, LA/SDC,
Bishnupur , (2) Salam
Blmoljit Singh, LA/
SDC(HQ),DC’s Office,
Thoubal and (3) Kh. Rahina
Shahni, UV SDC, Lilong.
The Order also forbids the
three suspended officials
from
leaving
their
respective headquarters
without obtaining prior
permission from the

Indo-Myanmar Friendship Gate closed
IT News
Imphal, Sept. 1:
District administration of
Tam u of My an mar th e
a dj o ini n g d ist ri c t o f
Ten gnoup al district of
India has temporarily close
t he
In d ia - M ya n mar
Friendship Gate No.1 and
Gate 2 till September 30
as a measure to control
and manage the spread of
COVID-19.
Source said the Myanmar
authority has taken up the
decision to close the two
gate in view of the rise of

the COVID-19 ca ses in
India particularly in the
state of Manipur. It added
that the report about the
spread of the dreaded
virus at community level
in
the
state
h as
compelled to take up the
measures of closing the
Indo-Myanmar Friendship
gate to control the spread
of the virus.
In
an
of f i ci a l
communication from Kyaw
W in Oo , Di st r ic t
Administration of Tamu,
Myanmar to the Deputy
C om mi ssi on e r
of

NPP observes Birth
Anniversary of PA
Sangma

IT News
Imphal, Sept 1:

State NPP, which is also a
coalition partner of the BJP
led Government in Manipur
today observed 73rd Birth
Anniversary of PA Sangma ,
who is the founder president
of National Peoples Party
(NPP) at its new office at
Naoremthongthong in
Uripok
Assembly
Constituency.
The state office of the NPP
was earlier located at
Sangaiprou Tiddim Road in
Imphal West but shifted at
Naoremthong and formally
inaugurated today in
connection with the
observance of the birth
anniversary of PA Sangma.
Floral tributes were paid to
the portrait of the departed
leader as a mark of respect

to him.
Speaking on the occasion
interim president of the
state NPP Minister N Kyasii
said that some people’s
obstruction to the party’s
activities will have no effect
to the party. He said that the
NPP will strengthen its party
activities.
“The issue raise by the
earlier office bearer will
have no impact to the
functioning of the party”
Kyasii said.
NPP Legislator wing leader
Y. Joykumar while speaking
on the occasion said that
the issue in the party have
its root on the malpractice
of the former office bearer
and its attempt to appoint
president from backdoor. He
said everything is settled
and the NPP will strengthen
in the near future.

Ten gn oup a l
Di st r i ct ,
Manipur , India it is stated
t hat
In do - M ya n mar
F ri e nd sh ip Ga t e ( I ro n
Bridge) , Gate No. 1 and
Gat e No . 2 wi ll b e
continuously closed until
September 30, 2020 from
Myanmar side to control
and manage the spread of
C or o n av i ru s
Di se ase
2 02 1( CO VI D- 19 ) . Th e
m essage
h as
b ee n
f or w arded following a
directive
of
the
Government of Sagaing
Region, Myanmar , Security
and Border affairs -1.

Sports
Medicine Dept.
at RIMS
IT News
Imphal, Sept 1
For the first time in India
Regional Institute of
Medical Sciences (RIMS)
has
opened
Sports
Medicine Department
today.
A statement from the
Media Advisor RIMS said
that OPD of the Sport
medicine is opened at PMR
complex under the
guidance of Prof. Y.
Nandabir Singh . The Sport
Medicine department
opened at RIMS is the first
of its kind in India open
under the Ministry of Youth
Affairs and sports ,
government of India.As of
now Dr. Nandabir, Dr. Ph.
Bhupesh and Dr. Y.
Ningthemba will be
consultant and the OPD will
open all week days except
for Wednesday as it will be
intervention for operation.

competent authority during
the period the Order remain
in force.
Imphal Times ran a twoseries report on June 11 and
June 13 providing details
indicating
that
the
monetary
assistance
provided under Pradhan
Mantri Kishan Samman
Nidhi (PM-KISAN) seems to
be enjoyed by Ghost
beneficiaries in Khoijuman
Khullen, Khoijuman Khunou
and Nachou villages of
Bishnupur
block
in
Bishnupur district. PMKISAN was launched by the
government of India to
augment the income of the
Small and Marginal Farmers
(SMFs). The Scheme aims
to supplement the financial
needs of the SMFs in
procuring various inputs to
ensure proper crop health
and appropriate yields,
Commensurate with the
anticipated farm income at
the end of the each crop
cycle. The list of the
beneficiaries under the
scheme is being uploaded
at the official website
www.pmkisan.gov.in .
According to the lists

uploaded for Khoijuman
Khullen Village, a total of
221 farmers are being
benefitted by the scheme.
However, around half the
number of beneficiaries are
Muslim names who does not
exist in the village. Similar
is the case for Khoijuman
Khunou and Nachou
Villages. Half the names of
the villagers are Muslim
names that do not exist in
the Villages. Later, Nodal
Officer of PM-KISAN of
Bishnupur district Prasanta
Oinam in a clarification note
said
that
some
beneficiaries who belong to
different districts are
wrongly entered under the
villages of Bishnupur
district. The statement
mentioned that the wrong
inclusion of beneficiaries
from other district/villages
is caused by the missmatch of beneficiaries in
the web portal as there are
similar village names at
different districts of our
state. The Nodal officer also
tried downplaying the issue
by stating that the Director
of Agriculture Department
will be requested to remove

the wrongly entered
beneficiaries from the web
portal but the clarification
failed to convince even a
single
villager
of
Kwaksiphai and Khoijuman
Village. Talking to Imphal
Times, a club member of
Kwaksiphai points out that
when names of villages are
different and districts and
block are required to be
filled in the form how could
such a mistake be accepted
without taking any action
against the wrongdoers.
The Zilla Parishad member
of Khoijuman, while talking
to Imphal Times also said
that the DC of Bishnupur
district has convened a
meeting with all Zilla
Parishad members of the
district and Pradhans and
deliberated on the issue.
Mention must be made
that the DC of Bishnupur
sh o w e d
impeccable
integrity and dedication
to duty in this incident as
assured to the villagers.
M e n t i o n m a y al so b e
made
t h at
each
beneficiary of PM KISAN
g et s
R s. 6 00 0
on
instalment basis per year.

AMUCO handed over relief
materials for Chassad villagers

IT News
Imphal, Sept 1:
All Manipur United Club
Organisation (AMUCO)
today handed over relief
materials including rice, dal
and salt to representatives
of Kuki Khanglai Longpi ,
Churachandpur district
which is visiting Chassad
Village , Kamjong District
for distribution of relief
material to the victims of
March 16, 2020 , under the

aegis of Kuki Inpi Manipur.
The relief itmes were
handed ov er to the
President and general
secretary of Kuki Khanglai
Longpi , Churachandpur a
team of AMUCO led by its
president Pheiroijam
Nando Luwang and General
Secretary Thoithoi Khuman
today morning .
It may be mentioned that
over 100 houses were burnt
to ashes on March 16
unfortunate incident at

Chassad
v illage
in
Manipur’s Kamjong district
following feud with
neighbouring village. Many
villagers were left homeless
following the clashed and
the burning of the houses.
Chief Minister N Biren
Singh had set up a threemember
enquiry
commission to probe the
incidents. However, as of
today those victims has not
been delivered justice till
today.

District administration evicts
illegal encroachers at Lamphel
IT News
Imphal, Sept 1:
Imphal West district
administration today evicted
illegal encroachers at
Lamphel Sanakeithel (near
Shankar Talkies) today
morning at around 10.30
am. Police team face strong
resistence from those
occupying the government
land however, the situation
was put under control and the
enchrochers were evicted

using JCB vehicles.
Interestingly some area at
which the police team along
with
the
district
administration tried to evict
showed documents of
procuring the land. How and
under what circumstances
those occupying at the
northern portion of Sankar
Talkies Cinema Hall manage
to get jama bandi of the
land is could not be known
at the moment.
Around
200
sheds

constructed near Shankar
Talkies Cinema Hall at Sana
Keithel were evicted today.
Those occupying the area
expressed dissatisfaction to
the
action
of
the
government during this
hard time.
“We are left with no jobs
due to the lockdown and we
have no place to go now, the
eviction could have done
after the situation improved”
, a person told media
persons.
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Saudi touched down at Tambaram
Virtual world: an
epitome of new normal
In these present times when the increasing reach and
dependence on information technology for even the most
mundane task is gradually effecting a radical change in the
outlook and thinking of the progressive societies the world
over, with information and knowledge on any subject matter
can be had at the touch of a button, a contrasting and rather
unfortunate scenario is unfolding in our corner of the world.
Even while the virtual world has shrunk to such an extent
that anyone can receive and relay information on someone
or something as it happens, anywhere in the world, leading
to an unexpected broadening of one’s views and opinions of
other people, places, religions, beliefs and customs, a potent
partisan force is sweeping across the region, threatening to
implode and undone any and every development and progress
grudgingly achieved so far.
The world as we know it is ever evolving and changing,
and it is upto us to adapt and make the best of it. Today the
world is hunted by the COVID-19 pandemic putting all section
of life to standstill and reversing the very theory of man is
a social animals. The virtual world however is on the rescue
and we human being now is connected making possible to
run the society amidst restriction to physical social
gathering. Ideas after ideas are made possible to share with
one another and finally the world today is resuming with a
new normalcy.
But just as everything that is continually changing, there
emerges a breed of hardliners who are insisting on carrying
on with the traditional way of life, and even thinking. While
the concept of preservation of culture and tradition for
posterity, and more importantly, for the preservation of one’s
own identity and those of the community is without doubt,
a vital part of our responsibilities to the future generation,
yet the insistence on keeping up and following the traditional
way of thinking, to restraint ourselves to the set dogmas
and beliefs of a bygone era is nothing short of denying
ourselves the freedom to grow- spiritually and intellectually,
to think and use our rationality and to pursue our dreams.
It is basically denying ourselves the freedom to life as we
see fit, so long as our beliefs and practices does not infringe
on that of others. Change is inevitable, and the sooner we
accept and embrace it, the better will we be prepared to
face the future, uncertain and unpredictable as it will be.
Resisting change and attempting to cling on to the old
ways of thinking would prove futile and even regressive.
Our way of life changes with the changing times. What
was once a necessity, like the caste system which was
vital for preservation of communities and races, becoming
more rigid to keep the increasing intruders and invaders
from mingling and diluting a particular race, has now
become a major roadblock in the effort to integrate the
nation, which is intrinsic to its progress. The time to walk
the line without questioning the rationale behind the diktat
is well and truly past. It is time to develop and encourage
a scientific temperament which questions and provides a
reason for the things we do. Tolerance and understanding
other’s point of view, while, at the same time, retaining
the liberty to follow and practice one’s beliefs and
principles will pave the way for a more inclusive society
bounded by trust and understanding. How one lead one’s
life should not be a subject of discussion, it should rather
be an accepted personal judgement that needs to be
respected.
There are more important and pertinent things to occupy
our minds and collective concerns in these volatile times.
Progress is not made by adjusting the changes to suit our
needs and beliefs but through accepting facts and adjusting
ourselves to the best we possibly can to these changes.
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By - Kamal Baruah
It was endless hours in the
afternoon shift. The Day-Flying
had already been packed up by
then for the day. They were in
the Ops Room awaiting final call
from the Tower and looked out
on the beautiful twilight of
Chennai. The conical windsocks
in red and white were dancing
that resembles a giant sock with
wind direction. Meteorologist the sky watchers kept careful
watch on the lookout for cloud.
The samosa with chutney and
garam chai went perfectly well.
Suddenly an object had been
detected by the Airport
Surveillance Radar (ASR) screen
displaying a message on
computer. There swooped an
aircraft downward towards
airstrip. No sooner ATC
Tambaram called up ATC
Chennai, it tried to contact the
aircraft but all efforts went in
vain.
On 2nd June, 1997, a Boeing 747
of Saudi Arabian Airline wanted
to land at Chennai Airport.
Incidentally the radar was not
operational on that fateful day.
ATC placed the Saudi in a holding
pattern making ovular circle for
landing. Very shortly they found
no clue, wondering the aircraft
missing from Flight Information
Region (FIR). Since the weather

was fine, the Captain Khayat
sought approach for visual
clearance. The pilot avoided
navigational instrument as he
had seen the runway physically.
He sighted 05 of Air Force
Tambaram strip instead of 07 of
Chennai and started descending
towards
threshold
for
touchdown. Air Force Controller
got panicked and fired four red
cartridges in the air, signalling
the refusal of permission. The
pilot either didn’t see or simply
ignored. He ran out of time
before he got through another
attempt to take off and had to
continue approach. While it
touched down, the pilot realised
a grave mistake at seeing the
shorter runway from cockpit but
prompted enough to jam the
brakes to saves lives of 330
passengers and 17 aircrews. It
blown four tyres and finally had
a stunning escapes to halt at the
edge of the runway, barely 100
metres from the huddle of ATC.
Landing is one of the toughest
jobs of flying. Every airfield is
unique and international flights
are unfamiliar with the local area
and thereby face mayhem task.
Some rely on what they see out
the cockpit rather than
instruments and char ts.
Interestingly Chennai (IATA –
MAA, ICAO - VOMM) and
Tambaram (ICAO - VOTX) are
parted by 6 nautical miles aerial
distance with its coordinated
geographical location (LatitudeLongitude) 13°4’N 80°17’E and
12°55’N80°6’E respectively.
Pilots often confused as both
have another same runway
numbering 12-30 (expressed as
120°-300°, N avigators use
ordeal direction north as 360°).
It was a nerve racking

Tambaram landing
experience for Air Force
Tambaram while the fully loaded
747 came down on 4,700 feet
runway instead of 10,000 feet of
Chennai.
The base put on high alert and
it sealed off the runway,
cordoned the aircraft including
passengers. It was such a
situation like Hollywood movies
but all too real. Air force woken
up by the emergency state with
a huge jet landed without any
emergency and permission.
Commandos took out loaded
guns from the armoury and
cocked its weapons ready for
firing. The passengers had no
clue while waiting five hours
inside the aircraft on tarmac but
complained for switching off the
air-conditioning. They only
learnt the miracle when they were
safely evacuated. Sabotage was
ruled out after the talk with
DGCA and Civil Aviation. But the
aircraft tucked up 4 days as the
runway is very short to fly again.
It was like the warrior Abhimanyu
(Saudi Arabian Airline Boeing
747) got trapped inside the
invincible Chakravyuh (Airstrip
05) in the battle of Kurukshetra
(Tambaram
Base)
by
Dronacharya (Air
Force

Commando). And the plane stuck
after landing at wrong airport.
The mission deemed impossible
how to get the aircraft out.
Should it be broken for scrap or
towing down on road to Chennai?
Finally it stripped bare to be
lightened, removing interiors,
air-conditioner and even
empting fuel to cruise for a few
nautical miles. On 4th day at
1648Z, the Boeing-trained
Commander Captain Jam Joom
performed a near miracle after
3 and 1/2 hours of waiting for
favourable wind, when he
steered the huge plane off the
tarmac after running the
shortest distance for 3960 feet,
where a jumbo jet requires at
least 8000 feet strip space for
take-off. The incident cost the
airlines a boatload of Saudi Riyal
1.16 million for landing and
parking charges. It was just a
tentative fine but the damages
are far higher as the entire
runway, taxiways, ramps and
lights faced severe damage. And
the big bird had finally flown
shattering ATC glass pane
spontaneously. After 9 minutes
it finally landed in Chennai.
**** The writer is a former
Air Warrior

Good Intent, Bad Contents: A Rejoinder to L.B. Singh
tittering article.
By Gary Thangboi Haokip,
(Zalengam Media)
In his article “Naga, Kuki, Meitei and
Pangal youths should overcome
disturbing history and shun ethnic
politics” which appeared in The
Sangai Express (26 & 27August 2020)
L.B. Singh opened with a sentence
“Disturbing history and narrow ethnic
politics led to hatred, violence and
movement for disintegration,
separate state, secession etc”.
However, as one scroll down his piece
it turned out to be a masterstroke to
spread communal hatred and divide
the people of Manipur just like his
vicious British colonial master. Like
his British master, he pitted one group
against the others. Hence, he pitted
Sanamahism against Hinduism,
Meiteis against the hill tribes, the
Nagas of Manipur against the Nagas
of Nagaland, “old Kukis” against
“new Kukis”, Nagas against Kukis,
and so on.
While pitting one against the others,
he called upon what he called the
“dark spot in the history”. It is up to
the Nagas to answer whether they
were not a part of Naga movement
from the start and being treated
stepmotherly by their kinsmen of
Nagaland or the Meiteis to answer
whether there was conflict between
followers of Hinduism and
Sanamahism. I would concentrate
here how he has pitted the discredited
colonial category of “old” and “new”
Kukis and then the Nagas and Meiteis
against the Kukis.
Singh begins his tirade against the
“New Kukis” by declaring that “the
Meiteis consider the Nagas of
Manipur and the Old Kuki tribes as
their brothers due to the conversion
of Meitei to Naga/Kuki or vice versa”
and urged “the Naga youths to

overcome the disturbing history and
carefully examine the wisdom of our
ancestors who shared so much value
and affinities among them”. In his
earnestness to appease the Nagas,
he took over the communalist
narratives of his grandmaster and it’s
puppet the Federation of Haomee
(FoH) against the Kukis by declaring
that “the Meiteis, the Nagas and the
Old Kuki tribes were the original native
settlers and the indigenous people of
Manipur” whereas the “New Kuki
tribes migrated from Burma
(Myanmar) to Manipur after 1830”.
He went on saying that “out of the
16 Old Kuki tribes, 11 have been
identified as Nagas by themselves or
by the Federation of Haomee
(FoH)”, a discrete and communal
organisation whose sole object is to
bring conflict and disintegration
among the people of Manipur. His
anti-Kuki tirade is most explicit when
he declares, “70% of the Kuki tribes
are migrants”. Nowhere, he provided
any historical fact to make all these
hurry statements. So, his anti-Kuki
design is loud and clear.
Mr. Singh should, instead of being the
trumpeter of, and being so mean to
people who is fighting to disintegrate
Manipur, should have spoken the truth
boldly if he is really intending to bring
peace and harmony in the state.
Pitting one against the others and
taking the view of one group as a
biblical truth without doing his
homework in history, and merely to
appease that group, is going to shed
more tears than heal the injury. He
should be reminded that his history
is a communal history and based on
a yellow journalism. For instance,
which history book says that Old Kukis
are original settlers and New Kukis
are refugees from Burma? Which
official records say that 70% of Kukis

are migrants? Which official record
says that 11 “old Kuki” tribes had
identified themselves as Nagas? All
these are “fake news”, driven as
anti-Kuki propaganda by some
communal and mischievous
organizations who wanted to break
up Manipur. Only in the history book
of FoH may he find such “fake news”.
British brought fissure among the
Kukis by dividing them into “old” and
“new” just as they did between Kukis
and Nagas or between Meiteis and
the hill tribes. L.B. Singh just wanted
to repeat such history of “divide and
rule”. It will not hold any water in the
end.
I would like to ask Mr. Singh: Can
there be any “new” and “old” Nagas
or Meiteis just like his division of
“old” and “new” Kukis? If “the
Meiteis consider the Nagas of
Manipur and the Old Kuki tribes as
their brothers” how can the “New
Kukis” not be their brothers too? His
argument was that this is because
“there was conversion of Meiteis to
Naga/Kuki and vice versa”. If legend
is to be believed, there was no
“conversion”, Kukis, Nagas and
Meiteis belongs to one family. Only
location and politics divided them.
There was a “general tradition”
shared by the forefathers of Kukis,
Nagas and Meiteis that “the Nagas,
Kukis, and Manipuris descended from
a common ancestor, who had three
sons who became the progenitors of
those tribes. This tradition, which is
widely spread, agrees in its many
versions in assigning the primacy of
descent to the Kukis, the next place
being given to the Nagas, while the
Manipuris are said to be the children
of the youngest of these three
brothers”. (see TC Hodson, The Naga
Tribes of Manipur, p. 9). Is Mr. Singh
trying to say that such common

“ancestor” of the Kukis, Nagas and
Meiteis had never existed? Or, is he
trying to say that the legendary Kuki
ancestor was the ancestor of his “Old
Kukis” and not the “New Kukis”? This
could happen only in somebody’s
mind, but not in reality.
Let me narrate the legend of Kuki
origin story. All the Kukis traced their
origin at a legendry place differently
called “Khul”, “Khur”, “Khulpui”,
“Sinlung/Chhinlung”, etc., often
described as “subterranean world” or
“underworld”. As many legends, it is
difficult to pinpoint where this is now.
Yet, Gun (Imphal river) plays “a most
important part in all Thadou songs
and legends of the old days”. At the
time of the great flood, “the Thadous
say they collected at Kholkipkholjang
where every living thing took refuge.
This has been located as above
Kaithenmangpi [Kaithelmanbi] in
Manipur on the right bank of the
Imphal river”. “This place, I am
told”, noted William Shaw, “is also
known to the Manipuris who speak
of it as Khongjai Khunman which
means the ‘Old site of the Kukis’”.
(see, W. Shaw, Notes on the Thadou
Kukis, p. 28).
When the flood subsided, the Thadous
(Kukis) found the plain unsafe and
hence took to the hills on the east of
Imphal river and migrated to the
Tuihat river (Chindwin), from where
they traced back their footprint to
Manipur. (Shaw, pp. 29-30). On the
origin of the Meiteis, there were also
some legends that resemble the
origin tradition of the Kukis. The story
of “Poireiton Khunthok” is one that
relates to Kuki “Khul” referred to
above, defining Meitei affinity with
the Kukis.
Whether all these old traditions and
legends have no value at all to L.B.
Contd. on Page 3
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“Ganeshotsav” celebrated
aboard an ocean going vessel
By Raju Vernekar
Mumbai, Sept. 1:
Lord Ganesha is an
universal deity which
encompasses the globe and
is worshipped in different
parts of the world, as
evident from the Ganesh
festival celebrated by the
seafarers
aboard
a
chemical/oil products
tanker “Ocean Dignity” on
its way to North West
Africa.
The vessel is sailing at a
speed of 12.4 knots and
expected
to
reach
Naoudhibou Port (city in
Mauritania) on September
04. However the work load
did not deter the seafarers
who celebrated the festival
right
from
Ganesh
Chaturthi (August 22) to
Anant Chaturdashi (01
September) with gusto and
jubilation.
Lord Ganesha one of the
most worshipped deities in
the Hindu pantheon. His
image is found throughout
India, Nepal, Sri Lanka,
Thailand, Bali (Indonesia)
and Bangladesh and in
countries with large ethnic
Indian populations including
Fiji, Mauritius and Trinidad
and
Tobago.
Hindu
denominations worship him
regardless of affiliations.
As part of the festival, a
pooja was performed,
prasad was distributed and
other rituals were followed
regularly every day. The
seafarers prayed the
almighty to ward off an
ominous COVID-19 from

the world. Lord Ganesha, is
also referred to as
“Vighnaharta”, the one
who wards off evil.
The festival was celebrated
absolutely within marine
pollution control norms,
which prohibit dumping
off, any harmful substance
into the sea. The task
began right from the
preparation of idol. There
was no question of the idol
of clay being crafted. As
such dough of wheat flour
was used to prepare it. It
was installed in one of the
big halls to facilitate
assembly of more persons
for pooja.
Everyone aboard the
vessel, right from the
stewards to chief engineer,
spared time to contribute
towards preparation and
decoration of the Makhar
(decorative frame) to
install the idol. To get the
flowers for pooja was
another important task. As
such the old paper charts
and maps were used to
prepare flowers, which
were painted red to
resemble them to the
flowers of “Jasvandi”
(Hibiscus). It is believed
that Ganesha likes the
Hibiscus flowers most. The
“Durva” (trailing grass,
referred to as cynodon
dactylon) was another
essential ingredient for
the pooja. As such paper
Durvas were made and
painted in green. A brass
thali and a bell required for
the pooja was also
fabricated aboard the

ship.
Since as per the Maritime
Labour Convention (MLC)
2006,
entertainment
programs are permitted on
the vessel, there was no
objection to the festival
being organised on board.
The required permission
was obtained from the
owners of the vessel to
celebrate the festival,
Captain Bhushan Abhyankar
said speaking telephonically
to IT. The festival provided
relief to the stressed
seafarers who are worried
about
the
ongoing
coronavirus pandemic and
well being of their families
at home, he added.
Although import, export
activities have not been
affected much, due to the
pandemic, the seafarers
are demoralised since it has
put a damper on their spirit
and an uncertainty looms
large on their future
prospects. Under these
circumstances,
the
celebration of Ganesha
festival was certainly a
p l e a s i n g
experience, Herald
Maritime Services Private
Limited(HMSPL) Executive
President Captain Rajendra
Y Barve said.
The Mumbai based HMSPL
operates over 35 vessels
belonging to different
owners,
including
Bergshav(Norway), Ship
Surveys and Services Srl,
Napoli NA, Italy, Essar
Shipping Port and Logistics
Limited and Tag Offshore
of India.

Telcos allowed to pay AGR dues
within 10 years, NCLT to decide
about spectrum sale
IT Correspondent
New Delhi, Sept. 1:
A bench comprising
Justices Arun Mishra, S
Abdul Nazeer and M R Shah
of the Supreme Court
allowed telecom companies
to pay Adjusted Gross
Revenue (AGR) charges
within a period of ten years,
on Tuesday.
The
SC
directed
the telecom companies to
clear their AGR dues in line
with the Court’s October
2019 judgment and also
allowed them to pay 10% of
the dues, till March 31,
2021, in light of the COVID19 pandemic. The SC made
it clear that interest would
accrue in case of default on
payment
of
annual
instalments, and that the
same may also invite
contempt of court. These
annual instalments are
required to be paid on
February 7 every year. The
Bench once again clarified
that no revaluation as
regards AGR dues would be
entertained.
During the hearings, the
telecom companies had
proposed
different
timelines for clearing of
dues. While Tata Telecom
submitted a window of at
least 7-10 years to pay the
dues,
Vodafone-Idea
suggested payment over
the course of 15 years.
Bharti Airtel was also in
agreement with Vodafone’s

proposal of 15 years.
The
Department
of
Telecommunications (DoT),
had stuck to the Union
Cabinet’s proposal of
payment within 20 years,
when the judgment on this
aspect of the matter was
reserved on July 20, and the
court, had said in an
unequivocal terms, that it
would not entertain
objections regarding the
assessment of dues.
Another aspect of the
matter that the Court
considered was the question
whether spectrum can be
sold by the companies
through proceedings under
the
Insolvency
and
Bankruptcy Code. On this
aspect, the Court held that
whether spectrum can be
sold or not should be decided
by the National Company
Law Tribunal (NCLT) at the
first instance.
The bench was considering
the bona fides of the ailing
telecom companies as
regards payment of their
dues vis-a-vis their
respective proceedings
under the Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Code, 2016
(IBC). While the DoT had
argued that the spectrum
cannot be sold, the telecom
companies had argued that
the right to use spectrum,
purchased through an
auction, is an asset and this
right or licence can be
subject to IBC proceedings.
The verdict on this aspect

of the matter was reserved
on August 24.
After the SC had delivered
its judgement on the
interpretation of the term
“AGR”, it had granted the
telecom companies a
period of 90 days to clear
the dues. Keeping in view
the precarious financial and
economic health of the
country as well as the
telecom industry, the DoT
in March had sought a
modification of the Court’s
order and proposed a timeframe of twenty years for
staggered payment of
these dues, in line with a
formula evolved by the
Union Cabinet.
As per DoT estimates, the
AGR dues are worth Rs 1.19
lakh crore of which Rs
26,896 crore have been
received so far and the
balance is estimated at Rs
92,520 crore at present. It
includes- AGR dues for
Vodafone Idea: Rs 58,254
crore (amount paid- Rs
7,854 crore, including Rs
1,000 crore paid on 17 July
2020 and Rs 6,854 crore
paid in three tranches
earlier). Balance- Rs 50,400
crore.
Bharti
Airtel: outstanding duesRs 43,980 crore(amount
paid-Rs 18,004 crore),
balance due - Rs 25,976
crore and Tata Teleservicesoutstanding- Rs 16,798
crore(amount paid-Rs
4,197 crore), balance dueRs 12,601 crore.
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....A Rejoinder to L.B. Singh tittering article.
Singh in reinventing the society
of Manipur which had been
hugely disintegrated by ethnic
politics of recent origin? I think
not and at least some British
official ethnographers think not.
Col. W. McCulloch said that
“there were extant legends” in
the valley of Manipur, he called
it “the most credible
traditions”, that “the valley
appears originally to have been
occupied by several tribes, the
principal of which were named
Koomul, Looang, Moirang and
Meithei, all of whom came from
different directions”. Against
Pemberton’s theory that Meiteis
are from “the Tartar Colony
from China”, McCulloch
contended that “I can see no
reason, and think there is far
more ground to conclude them
to be descendants of the
surrounding hill tribes”. He said
that, “Tradition brings the
Moirang tribe from the South,
the directions of the Kookies,
the Koomul from the East, the
direction of the Murrings, and
the Meithei and Looang from
the North-west, the direction of
the Koupooees”. He went on
saying that “All these tribes
have also traditions among
themselves
that
the
Munniporees are offshoots
from them”. (see, W.
McCulloch,Account of the Valley
of Manipur and of the Hill
Tribes, p. 4 and Hudson, The
Meitheis, pp. 5-6). Coming to
a scientific classification of
languages, the Meitei (Meithei)
is described by G.A. Grierson’s
Linguistic Survey of India (Vol.
3, Part 3) as part of the “KukiChin Group”.
To L.B. Singh, the above facts
are all lies; the Meiteis must
seek their history in the north
rather than in the south. In other
words, his argument is that all
that south belongs to the Kukis
which Meiteis had no
connection. Meitei connection
is only with the Nagas. Let him
be reminded that only Meitheis
and Luwang did not constitute
the Meitei nation; the Moirangs
and the Koomul are also very
much a part of it. If he wants
to know the relationship
between Meiteis and Kukis, he
is advised to read the history
of Moirangs and Koomuls. A
“Meithei-centric” history of
relationship with the hill tribes
will not give him a complete
history of Manipur.
Besides, his definition of
indigeneity or “indigenous
people” of Manipur is based on
the discrete organization called
FoH who served the interest of
a grandmaster who is struggling
hard to disintegrate the
integrity of Manipur. Why would
a man like L.B. Singh who
seems to project himself as a
fighter for the integrity of
Manipur depended on such a
discrete and communal group
for his historical source or took
it as his political think-tank? Or,
is he giving himself to the idea
of disintegration Manipur and
bring chaos and violence in the
state? I completely fail to
understand his position. Just by
throwing somebody’s venom on
his enemy’s does not solve the
problem; it only heighten it. So,
before taking his historical facts
together, he jumped over to
the concocted idea that the
“New Kuki tribes migrated from
Burma (Myanmar) to Manipur
after 1830”.
I want to ask Mr. Singh where
the boundary of Burma ends and
where Manipur boundary
started by 1830? Is his “original
native
settlers”
and

“indigenous people” defined by
political boundary or culture? If
he thinks that Manipur
boundary extends as far as the
Chindwin river by this time, as
many historians do, then were
the Kukis coming from the east
of Chindwin river or within? If
he thinks in terms of present
Manipur boundary, then it does
not exist by that time. The
present eastern and western
boundary of Manipur was settled
(in fact dictated by British) in
1833 and 1834 whereas its
northern boundary was settled
in 1840s and its southern
boundary settled in 1890s. (see,
A. Mackenzie, North East India,
pp. 107, 122, 150-53, 181-85;
Chin Hills-Manipur Boundary
Commission, 1893).
If he thinks that his
“indigenous people” are
defined by culture, then he
again miserably fail. Thus,
there cannot be some Kuki (old
Kuki) being “indigenous” and
others (new Kuki) not just as
there cannot be Meiteis without
Kukis or Nagas and vice versa.
For Kuki is Kuki by culture and
tradition regardless of where
they stay just as Meitei is
Meitei and Naga is Naga; all of
them shared similar cultural
collective and belongs to
“Tibeto-Burman Family”; Kukis
and Meiteis being more closer
by being part of one group
(“Kuki-Chin Group” within
“Tibeto-Burman Family”).
International
Labour
Organisation Convention No.
169 provided two criteria
(subjective and objective) in
order to indentify who
“indigenous peoples” are. The
subjective criteria is based on
“self-identification as belonging
to an indigenous people”. The
objective criteria is based on
“descent from populations, who
inhabited the country or
geographical region at the time
of conquest, colonization or
establishment of present state
boundaries’ and ‘they retain
some or all of their own social,
economic, cultural and political
institutions, irrespective of
their legal status”. (see, ILO
Convention No. 169, Article 1).
Now, Mr. Singh must check
whether his definition of
“indigenous people of Manipur”
is correct. He should be
reminded that (subjectively) the
Kukis had defined themselves
as the “indigenous people of
Manipur” and does not need
anyone to define their status.
Objectively, they have
occupied their present territory
long before conquest,
colonization or establishment
of present state boundaries
and had always been
consciously retained their own
social, economic, cultural and
political
institutions,
irrespective of their legal status
as “Scheduled Tribes” of
Manipur, Mizoram, Nagaland,
Assam, Tripura, Meghalaya,
and so on.
Besides, Mr. Singh must be wary
about attacking history in the
interest of appeasing certain
group of people in the present.
It is dangerous to point-finger
the Maharaja of Manipur for
all our problems today, most
of them being our own
creation due to our narrow
ethnic politics. Let me tell
you the truth about the kings
of Manipur. They were open
and
large-hearted
individuals, strong in
conviction and determination
just as farsighted. In the
history of Manipur kingdom,
the rulers had little interest in

the southern hills; its attention
wasalways in the east (with Pong
and Ava), west (Kachar and
Tripura) or sometimes north
(Assam). This continued even
after the conquest of Moirang
kingdom which shared a long
history with the Kukis. The
southern hills (including present
Churachandpur, Pherzawl,
Tengnoupal and Chandel
districts) had always been
inhabited by the Kuki tribe of
different dialect groups (both
your “old” and “new” Kukis) and
with the drawing of the southern
boundary of Manipur to the
present position in 1890s they
allsubsequentlybecomethe legal
“subjects” of Manipur State. Yet,
until after the Anglo-Kuki War
1917-1919
no
direct
administration was introduced
in the hills.
Until about the rise of KamhowSukte and Sailo Lushei chiefs in
the late eighteenth and early
nineteenthcentury inthe present
Chin Hills and Mizoram, the
Kukis were leaving peacefully in
the southern hills of present
Manipur hills, having close
relationship with the people of
southern Manipur valley. The
pressure from the south
eventually led many of the Kukis
toward the north, some along
the western hills to the direction
of present Tamenglong and up
to the Naga Hills, some along
the eastern hills till Naga Hills
and Somra Tract. Some of them
also seek the protection of
Manipur Maharajas by coming
down to the valley whereas
others moved to Cachar plain to
the British government. The
large-hearted Maharajas of
Manipur and the Political Agent
had received them courteously
and settled them along the fringe
of the southern valley, providing
them firearms to defend
themselves and the valley from
Suktes and Lusheis raids, and
named those villages as “sepoy
village”. Those who took shelter
under British in Cachar were
similar used by the British as a
buffer against the Lushei raids
in southern valley of Cachar and
many of them were also later
taken to the Langting range of
North Cachar Hills and Naga Hills
to protect the Cacharis and
Zalengrong Nagas from the
Angami raids.
Mr. Singh’s argument that the
Maharajas had settled other
Kukis among the Nagas is a
misplaced fact. His accusation
of the Maharaja for the brutal
incidents of 1881-82, Kuki
Rebellion (1917-19), Heraka
Movement (1930-32), and the
Kuki-Naga conflict of 1990s, is
highly condemnable and does
not hold a drop of water. Instead
of relying on the history
manufactured in the devil
factory of FoH, Mr. Singh should
read history book and records.
He should be reminded that
there was no attempt by the
Maharajas to settle the Kukis
among the Nagas. It was due
mainly to a mutual
understanding and friendship
between the two that such Kuki
settlements took root in the
northern hills; a Naga village
offering land to Kukis in
exchange of protection from
their rivals. Few incidents of
violence there were in the
interest of one Naga village
against the other Naga village
and for tranquility, which every
sensible ruler would do. Thus,
till about the census of 1951 and
1961 one would still find two
villages of the same name with
different suffix “Kuki” and
“Tangkhul” in Ukhrul District or

“Kuki” and “Kacha Naga” in
Tamenglong District.
All these suffixed “Kuki” villages
disappeared in 1970s and 1980s
due to the Naga homeland
movement. Many of the Kukis
who were displaced from their
home took refuge to Kuki
inhabited area in the Sadar Hills
(today, Kangpokpi), Chandel and
Churachandpur districts of
Manipur. Some of them also took
refuge in Kabaw valley of Burma
from where the Burmese
authority had pushed them back
into India in the well-known
Khadomi Operation (1960).
These homecoming Kukis were
recorded as “refugees” from
Burma in the usual bureaucratic
notes and letters, which the
communalist group like FoH and
its master found it useful to
legitimize their anti-Kuki
project. The ethnic cleansing
programme had started since
the inception of Naga homeland
movement which blew up into
open confrontation in the 1990s;
it is going on. Mr. Singh must
have the guts to blame the Naga
homeland movements for all the
maladies of present Manipur
than accusing the large-hearted
Maharajas for our present
troubles.
I would like to place few tips for
Mr. Singh for his future course
of action:
1. Is it human and civil to take
advantage of somebody’s
agony/hardship to justify and
achieve one’s own narrow
politics of the day? Mr. Singh
must ask himself and to the
group he had promoted and
appeased instead of blaming the
large-hearted and humane
Maharajas for all the troubles of
Manipur today. The Maharajas
helped the Kukis who had been
suffering from their internal
wars so the Kukis had paid him
back generously in all his wars.
That was how relationship built
in the past. People like L.B.
Singh should have scant respect
for history and the Maharajas
who knew better than we do
about what is peace, harmony
and integrity of Manipur. All
peace-loving citizens of Manipur
should be wary about the hate
campaign against the Kukis and
should not fall into the trap of
such communal ideas being now
promoted by Mr. Singh and
others.
2. He should stop speaking like
those communalists from FoH
if he is really serious about peace
and harmony in the state.
Instead, he should stop those
people from spreading hatreds
and disharmonyamong different
groups of people. In other words,
he should stop trumpeting the
message of hate by calling
someone refugees and
foreigners. Kukis, Nagas and
Meiteis are all indigenous people
of Manipur and it is to the good
of all that we must co-exist
together happilyand respectfully.
As long as one calls the other
refugees with the sole objective
of evicting them from their
home, there will not be any
peace.
3. He must not pretend to write
history, which he does not know
anything about it. When he
writes, he should consult his
hard historical facts rather than
relying on some yellow
journalism.
4. He should stop writing if he
does not understand the impact
of print media. He would be a
better human if he enjoys his
post-retirement life in serving
the poor and needy than writing
and spreading such a sensational
and communal pieces.

Imphal Times Supplementary issue

Page No.

4

One more scribe dies of
Former President Pranab Mukherjee’s
last rites performed with full military Covid-19: JFA expresses grief
honours maintaining COVID protocol
IT correspondent
Guwahati, Sept 1:

Agency
New Delhi, Sept 1:
Former President Pranab
Mukherjee’s last rites were
performed at Lodhi road
crematorium in New Delhi
with full military honours
maintaining
COVID
protocol.
Former President’s mortal
remains were brought today
to his residence, 10, Rajaji
Marg, from the army
hospital where he breathed
his last yesterday.
General public also paid
their tributes to the former
President. Due to the
requirement of following
social distancing norms and
other COVID related
protocols the mortal remains
of the former President

proceeded in hearse van
instead of normal gun
carriage.
The government had
announced a seven-day
state mourning as a mark
of respect for the former
president. Pranab Mukherjee
died following a 21-day battle
with multiple ailments. He
was 84.
A
seven-time
parliamentarian and recipient
of Bharat Ratna, India’s
highest civilian honour, he
was one of the most admired
and respected political
figures.
Presi den t R am N at h
Kovind, Vice President M
Venkaiah Naidu, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
paid their last respects to
former President Pranab

M uk her j e e. La t er, th e
Prime Minister in a tweet
wrote, Pranab Mukherjee
would be remembered by
generations for his efforts
towards India’s progress.
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh, Lok Sabha Speaker
Om Birla, Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi and chiefs of
three defence services
w ere
amo n g
the
dignitaries who also paid
their last respects to the
f or m er Presid ent t hi s
morning.
Cabinet Secretary Rajiv
Gauba, Chief of Defence
Staff Gen Bipin Rawat,
A rm y Ch i ef Ge n M M
N ar av an e , A i r C h ief
Marshal R K S Bhadauria,
N av y Ch i ef Ad m i ra l
K ar am bi r S i n gh w er e

among others who paid
homage to him.
RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat,
BJP president J P Nadda,
Delh i C hi ef M ini ste r
Arvind Kejriwal, Union
m in i st e rs
N ir m ala
Si th ar am an a nd H ar sh
Vardhan, Congress leader
Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury
and CPI’s D Raja also paid
their respects to him.
T he Un i on
C ab i ne t
condoled the sad demise
of Pranab Mukherjee. The
Cabinet also observ ed
silence for two minutes in
memory of the Former
Presi den t.
Ca b i ne t
resolution said, in his
passing away, the country
has lost a distinguished
leader and an outstanding
parliamentarian.

Rashtriya Poshan Maah 2020
Launched For Imphal East District
IT News
Imphal, Sept. 1:
Rashtriya Poshan Maah
2020
under
Poshan
Abhiyaan Scheme was
launched today for Imphal
East district. The scheme
that aims for a malnutrition
free India, is a month long
celebration starting from
1st – 30th September, 2020.
The main objective for this
years’ celebration is the
tracing and identification
of SAM (Seven Acute
Malnutrition) Children and
plantation drive for
promotion of kitchen
gardens at all AWCs
(Community land and at

Joint Entrance Examination
(JEE-Main) for admission to
top engineering colleges in
the country commenced
today with unprecedented
preparations. About 9.58
lakh aspirants have
registered for the exam to

homes). Due to the
pandemic, the activities of
the celebration was held in
digital mode of Jan
Andolan. Line departments
have also been encouraged

for convergent efforts and
fulfilment
of
the
celebrations in the district.
The scheme was launched
by
Dr.
Rangitabali
Waikhom,
Deputy

Commissioner, Imphal East
in the presence of the
officers and staffs of the
office of the Deputy
Commissioner, Imphal East
District.

be
conducted
from
September 1 to 6 across 660
centres.
This is the first such
examination to be held in
the post covid era involving
close to a million students
and being held at over six
hundred centres through out
the country.
Odisha, Madhya Pradesh,

Rajasthan and Chhattisgarh
governments have arranged
free transportation for
candidates. A group of IIT
alumni and students have
also launched a portal to
provide transport facility to
exam centres for needy
aspirants.
Education
Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal
Nishank has appealed to

chief ministers to support
the candidates.
Director General of National
Testing Agency Vineet Joshi
said that a comprehensive
standard
operating
procedure
for
the
candidates and centre staff
has been put in place to
ensure social distancing and
secured delivery of the test.

IPAK distributed On Line Panting
competition Prize
IT News
Imphal, Sept 1:
IPAK film production had
organised on line panting
competition from 24 May
to 2 June 2020. A press
released said that due to
pandemic covid -19 IPAK
Secretary Rakesh Naorem
and
Smart
servi ce
secretary Laimujam Partap
delivered the prizes to the
winners by visiting at their
respective houses. The
wi nner of the onli ne
panting competition are fir st po sitio n Dau las
Lam bamay um
f rom
wan gkhe i
Aya ngpalli

died of corona related
ailments. Tirupati (Andhra
Pradesh) based television
reporter Madhusudan Reddy
and video journalist M
Parthasarathy
also
succumbed to corona
complications. Tamil Nadu
television
reporter
Ramanathan and Orissa
journalists
namely
Simanchal Panda, K Ch
Ratnam & Priyadarshi
Patnaik also lost their
battles against the virus.
New Delhi based scribe
Tarun Sisodia killed himself
undergoing treatment at All
India Institute of Medical
Sciences. The printerpublisher of AsomiyaKhabar
(Rantu Das) died of heartfailure
at a Guwahati hospital,
who later tested positive
for Covid-19. Chennai

Contd. from Page 1

JEE main exam for admission to top engineering
colleges in country being held today
Agency
New Delhi, Sept 1:

As casualties among media
persons to Covid-19
complications continue to
grow in India, Journalists’
Forum Assam (JFA) appeals
to every scribe to be
cautious and careful in
safeguarding themselves
along with their families
while reporting from the
ground. The forum
also urges the Union
government in New Delhi to
announce a comprehensive
insurance policy for the
media corona warriors.
Lately, a young television
journalist from Kanpur
(Uttar Pradesh)
succumbed to novel corona
virus infections. Neelanshu
Shukla (30), who was
associated with AajTak,
tested positive for Covid19 on 20 August and died on
31 August 2020 in the
hospital.
Shukla,
a
bachelor, also worked for
NDTV and Republic TV as a
Lucknow correspondent.
Earlier, Maharashtra’s
veteran journalist Ashok
Churi, who edited Marathi
weekly PalgharTimes, died
at a Palghar based
hospital, who later tested
positive for Covid-19.
Similarly, a young photo
journalist from Punjab (Jai
Deep), who worked for a
Patiala based newspaper,

based news videographer E
Velmurugan, Chandigarh
based news presenter
Dav inder Pal Singh,
Hyderabad based television
scribe Manoj Kumar, Agra
based print journalist
Pankaj Kulashrestha and
Kolkata
based
photojournalist Ronny Roy
earlier died of Covid-19.
“Till date, over one hundred
Assam based media
persons turned positive for
the virus infection,” said a
statement issued by JFA
president Rupam Barua and
secretary Nava Thakuria
adding that the worrisome
development has not been
reported by the concerned
news papers, news
channels and digital
platforms properly except a
few infected
media
persons made personal
revelations in the social
media. “Need not to
remind that it is the duty
and responsibility for
newspapers,
news
channels, digital outlets to
report correctly about the
corona warriors and also
the victims within the
media fraternity,” asserted
the statement adding that
they would definitely
continue playing an
important role along with
the practicing doctors,
nurses, sanitation workers
and police personnel during
the pandemic.

Mamang second position
Ven ish Keish am f rom
Singjamei Leishangtham
Leikai and third position
Jackson Tayenjam from
Lei phra kpam
Awang
Leikai.
IPAK peace special award
for painting are Presila
Heikrujam of singjamei
Oinam
T hingal
a nd
Aheibam Puja of kongba
kshetri Leikai. Each were
awarded cash prize of Rs
2000 Rs 1500 and Rs 1000
each . IPAK appreciated the
prizes donors Narengbam
Rajivekumar Principal IRE
Group of Institute Wangjing
Kshetrimayum Bebilla

Langthabal Kunja Jr High
School Head mistress In
charge Eminent writer
Kesho Irebgba and KC Gita
Secretary Sheihek Sheireng
Sheipal
Shemgat
Lup(SHEIPAL) renounced
painter Maikel Konthoujam
for donated the prizes.

IPAK and khenjonglang
theatre will jointly organise
3 months film acting
training course for above 18
years of male and female
from last month of
September under the
supervision of Film forum
Manipur.

RD&PR minister takes stock of
complaints in social media
regarding MGNREGS
F ol l o wi n g t h e o ff i c ia l
f ind i ng s, t he M in i ste r
announced action against
the concerned officials and
t o c ond uc t a m or e
detailed enquiry into the
inci dent. He said that
anyone found doing wrong
deliberately will not be
spared and action will be
taken at the earliest.
Speaking on the sidelines
of t he insp ection, the
Minister said that it is
unfortunate that such an
incident has occurred at a
time when the government
is trying to enhance rural
l iv eli ho od du r ing th e
lockdown through proper
implementation of the
scheme in the State.
F ur t h er
en c o ur ag in g
proper implementation of
the scheme by following all
p ro p er g ui d eli ne s an d
protocols, the Minister
said that job-card holders
c an n ow f oc u s o n
individual benefit schemes
like plantation of lemong rass,
ci n t ro lla ,
mush room cu ltivat ion,
animal farming, etc, under
t he MG N RE GS . T hi s
individual benefit schemes
will ensure a sustainable
future, he added.
Shri Biswajit further urged
all to ensure that such
unwanted incidents are not
repeated in the future and
that all concerned work in
unity to enhance rural
liv elihood through the

scheme. Today, the Central
government under Prime
Minister Shri Narendra
Modi has been showing
c on c er n
an d
encouragement for jobcard holders to overcome
the hardships face due to
the COVID-19 pandemic,
he said.
Meanwhile, Shri Biswajit
feted the woman for her
determination to work and
p ro v i de d he r wi t h a n
additional payment for 50
man-days as an act of
e nc o ura gem e nt .
Th e
concerned Mate of the
Ward who highlighted the
woman’s issue before the
Minister and concerned
authorities was also feted
for ensurin g that card
holders who are willing to
work get work.
The Minister further urged
the local youth clubs and
meira paibis to continue
c oo p era t ing
an d
supporting the authorities

in
t he
pr o pe r
implementation of the
scheme and to highlight
any gr ie va nc es t o th e
authorities through the
official toll free number.
He said that the habit of
sharing payments between
the authorities and jobc ar d h ol d er s
wi t h ou t
execut ing actual work
should be stopped at once,
and that the remaining
amount for the 4 Man-days
should be properly utilised.
He instructed the officials
t o en su r e t ha t t h os e
willing to work for the
remaining four man-days
are able to get work and
that the remaining amount
b e ut il i se d i n th e
neighbouring ward.
The Minister, who was
accompanied by officials
of the department also
inspected works executed
under the MGNREGS at
Ahallup Bamdier Makha
Leikai. 2020.
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