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MCPCR takes up suo moto CM distributes banners and pamphlets
case against the rape of
on COVID appropriate behaviours
minor girl for several months
IT News
Imphal, Oct 30:

IT News
Imphal, Oct 30:
Manipur Commission for
Protection of Child Right
(MCPCR) has taken a Suo
Moto cognizance in
connection with the alleged
sexual assault of a minor
girl for 9 months. The suo
Moto cognizance was taken
up as per a news-report
appeared at Imphal based
daily newspaper the
People’s Chronicle under the
heading “Minor sexually
assaulted for 9 months”
published on October 21.
A statement by the member
of the MCPCR, L. Megharaj
Sharma said that the
considering incident as an

unfortunate and heinous
that vehemently violated
the Child Rights , the matter
has been taken with
extreme seriousness.
As per the report the minor
girl was sexually assaulted
continuously for several
months by the assaulter at
Kangpokpi District.
The Commission has
d i r e c t e d t h e d i st r i c t
police to investigate the
inci de nt and sub mi t a
f a c t ua l a c t i o n t a ke n
report
to
the
Commission.
A
team
of
the
Commission comprising
of L. Megharaj Sharma,
Me mber a nd C h. Ani ta
Devi, Member visited the

v ictim
family
at
K a ng p o k p i . T h e t e a m
also met the JAC formed
regarding the above
incident at Changangei,
Kabui Khun.
Further, the Commission
team
met
r e p r e s e nt a t i v e s f r o m
Wo m e n
Committee
U n i t e d N GO M i s s i o n
M a n i p ur ( U N N M ) an d
ChildLine Kangpokpi. The
Commission directed the
Child
Wel f a r e
Committee, Kangpokpi to
take up the case at the
e ar l i e s t a s p e r l a w
considering the best
interest of the child and
place her in a safe and
healthy environment.

Book on ‘Dam and Indigenous
Peoples Right in Manipur’ released

IT News
Imphal, Oct 30:
A book entitled ‘Dam and
Indigenous Peoples Right in
Manipur’ written by Jiten
Yumnam was released
today at Manipur Press Club
today.
Prof Amar Yunman Head of
Department South East Asia
Studies Manipur university
Dr Dhanabir Leishram
social scientist Ms Aram
Pamei and Valley Rose,
Editor Aja Daily attended
the book released function

as presidium members.
The book that gave a critical
outlook on the contruction
of mega dam and its
impact to the environment
wri tten
by
environmentalist Jiten
Yumnam was published by
the Centre for research and
Advocacy Manipur.
The book released function
is organised by the Centre
for Research and advocacy
Ma nipu r an d Ci tize ns
co ncer n fo r dams a nd
development.
Speaking about the book

Dr. Dhanabi r Leishram
exp resse d tha t in the
no rth east sta tes of
Man ipur, the centre
government is planning to
con struct 20 0 da ms.
Among these 32 Dams are
in Manipur 32 . The India
gov ernm ent is a lso
planning to construct 2
nuclear reactors in the
region.
Dr. Dh anabir Lai shram
ela bora ted
on
t he
dependency character of
the region to the mainland
India.

Chief Minister N. Biren
Singh today distributed
banners and pamphlets to
various societies and
associations in the state in
connection with COVID-19
awareness campaign at a
function organized by
Health
Department,
Government of Manipur
held at Chief Minister’s
Secretariat.
The pamphlets, which were
distributed to Manipur
State
Transport,
Transporter
Drivers
Council, Interstate bus
Association,
Auto
rickshaws, Magic and
Wingers
Association,
District Transport Officers,
Anganwadi
Workers,
Farmers, ASHA Workers,
ANM
Workers
and
Labourers, contain Covid
Appropriate Behaviours
like
wearing
mask,
frequent hand washing and
maintaining
physical
distancing.
N. Biren Singh while
addressing the media said
that a new Standard
Operating Procedure (SOP),
taking into considerations
the role to be played by
CSOs, locals club and other
stakeholders, will be issued
for implementation and
appealed to the people of
the state to strictly comply
the SOP so that we could
collectively work together
and defeat COVID-19. He
further stated that obeying
the SOPs would be the only
means to combat this

Manipur
Students’
Association Delhi (MSAD)
has stated that the demand
for 4% reservation of the
Meitei Pangal in the
category of the Other
Backward Classes for
admission to v arious
courses in the higher
studies in Manipur is
democratic.
A statement by MSAD
Magazine
Secretary
Leimapokpam
Chanu
Lanchenbi stated that—
vide Office Memorandum,
Government of Manipur,
dated 27th December,
2006— the Meitei Pangals

have been enjoying 4%
reservation in the category
of
the
OBCs
for
appointment
in
Government posts/ service
(including Government
Societies/
Public
Undertakings/ Boards/
Agencies) and also for
admission in professional
courses in professional
College / Institutes such as
Engineering/ Medical/
Polytechnic/ Veterinary &
Animal
Husbandry/
Agricultural Sciences/
Nursing/ para-medical,
etc. The Joint Body
Meeting,
therefore,
considered that the long
pending demand of the
Meitei Pangal for a fixed

percentage of reservation
in the OBC category for
admission to v arious
courses in the higher
studies should be fulfilled
at the earliest by the
Government of Manipur, so
that no community is left to
feel
institutionally
discriminated
and
underprivileged.
The MSAD statement further
said that there were
irregularities or anomalies
in the selection of
candidates for admission to
various undergraduate
courses in the colleges under
the
Dhanamanjuri
University, Manipur. These
irregularities or anomalies
should be rectified. An

insurance scheme till 2021,
he added.
Informing the media about
the expenditure made by the
State Government on
COVID-19, the Chief
Minister said that a total
of around Rs 62 crore had
been spent so far including
Rs 26.68 crore
in
Quarantine Centres, Rs
3.39 crore on medical
equipments, Rs 2.59 crore
on COVID testing machines
and kits, Rs 5.33 crore on
Covid Care Centres, Rs 2.53
crore on ambulance, Rs 3.46
crore on police, transport
and Manipur Bhavans and Rs
19 crore from Chief
Minister’s Covid-19 Relief
Fund on relief measures
given to migrants.
N . B i r en S i n gh a l so
m a i n t a i n e d t ha t h i s
Go vern ment had be en
taking up concerted steps
to increase number of
Covid beds in hospitals.
40 more beds will be
added in RIMS and JNIMS
e ac h to t he i r pr esen t
capacities while 50 beds
had been set up at Shija

Hospital and another 36 will
be ready within a month.
The Government is also
taking up steps to increase
the number of beds at
district level to ensure
necessary treatment of
Covid patient at their
respective districts, he
added.
During the programme, the
Chief Minister led all the
others present at the venue
in taking a pledge to fight
COVID-19.
Advisor to Chief Minister
(Health), Dr. Sapam Rajan
Singh, Principal Secretary
(Health & Family Welfare),
V. Vumlunmang, Officials of
different Departments,
Anganwadi Workers, ASHA
Workers, ANM Workers and
representatives of drivers
associations among others
attended the programme.
It may be mentioned that
the banners and pamphlets
were distributed citing the
need for giving awareness
and mass involvement of
every individuals of the
State in successfully
fighting the deadly virus.

Sagolsem Indrakumar Singh passes
away; many condoles
IT News
Imphal, Oct 30:
Renowne d
c ult u ra l
activist, playwright and
r ad i o
p e rso na l i ty
S ag o l se m In d ra ku mar
Singh passed away today
morning.
S er a m M an gi S i ng h

MSAD justifies reservation for Meitei Pangal Students
IT News
Imphal, Oct 30:

pandemic.
He also added that a new
Office with a toll free
number will be opened soon,
with involvement of local
clubs,
Civil
Society
Organisations, ASHA workers
among others, to give mass
awareness to individuals
residing in every nook and
corners of the State. He also
maintained that a new way
of fighting the pandemic had
become necessary with the
involvement of each and
every citizen of the State as
prevention from the
pandemic depends much on
the behaviour of each
individuals.
He further stated that
treatment of COVID-19 has
now been covered under the
Ayushman Bharat Scheme
and the State Government
would also soon approve such
coverage of treatment under
the Chief Minister-gi
Hakshelgi Tengbang (CMHT).
In order to motivate the
frontline workers to provide
their valuable services in the
same pace, frontline workers
would be covered with a life

enquiry should be instituted
against it. Actions should be
taken up against those
staffs responsible for the
irregularities or anomalies.
The student body demanded
to put on halt the ongoing
admission
process
conducted
by
the
Dhanamanjuri University,
Manipur until the concurrent
controversy and the demand
of the Meitei Pangal, as
pointed above, have not
been fully addressed.
It added that 4% reservation
in serv ice sectors is
insignificant without the
same in education sectors.
Any democratic demand by
a section of the population
should not be left alone.

Foundation condoles the
d em i se. “Hi s ab senc e
f ro m t h e l i ter ar y an d
c ul t u ral pl at fo r m o f
M an i pu r
is
re a ll y
irreparable”, a message
sai d . T h e F o und at io n
shares the grief of the
bereaved family it added.
In the meantime, Union of
Associ ation of M anipur

writer, Patriotic writer
Forum Manipur Tripura
a nd A ssam I PAK F il m
production Manipur Nature
cure and Yoga Hospital
Kongba and Assam Pradesh
Manipuri Association also
d ee p l y c on d o les th e
sud d e n d em i se. Pro f
Jodhachandra Sanasam
expressed that Sagolsem

Indrakumar is a All India
r ad i o I m pha l Dr am a
p ro d u ce r an d l ate r
Assi stant Director and
after he served as DDK
Dibrugarh station director
and retired.
Patriotic Writers Forum
Manipur also condole the
d em i se o f Sago l sem
Indrakumar Singh .

CM, Works Minister, among
others greets people on
Mera Houchongba
IT News
Imphal, Oct 30:
Manipur Chief Minister N
B i r en
S i n gh ,
Wo r ks
Minister Th Biswajit, CAF
a nd P D M i n i st e r T h.
Satyabrata among others
has greeted the people on
occasion of the Mera Hou
Chongba, which falls on
October 31 this year. The
f e s t i v a l i s c e le b r a t e d
annually on the full-moon
of the month of Mera in

the Manipur i lunar
c al e nd a r s i n c e t i m e
immemorial.
The festival endeavours
to promote brotherhood,
peace and unity among
indigenous communities
living in the hill and valley
of the State.
It marks solidarity among
different ethnic groups in
Manipur and Symbolises
our belief in the principle
o f p l u r a l i sm an d c o e xi st e n c e .
Le t
us

t oge th er r eaf f ir m ou r
unyielding commitment to
maintain.
The Chief Minister
e xt e n d ed i t s w ar m
greetings and best wishes
to the people of the State
on the joyous Occasion of
Mera-Houchongba .
M er a -Hou c ho n gb a i s a
festival in which people
from both hills and valleys
participate with the sense
o f b r o t h er h o o d a nd
oneness.
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Taking its last breaths?
By- Yambem Laba

The bitter truth on handling
Covid-19 pandemic
If one is asked to think of two issues at present, that would be
the bitter truth on the handling of the COVID-19 pandemic and
the bi-election that is putting life of people at total risk.
The health department authority, instead of letting the people
know what they have been doing to contain the virus is confusing
the people with statements to protect their action rather than
to protect the lives of the people. ‘Fear’ or perhaps lack of
proper knowledge in dealing the pandemic is what people are
seeing right at the moment with the number of positive Covid
case reaching nearly 20 thousand and the death crossing 100
marks. Since the beginning of the pandemic and since the virus
started attacking the people the authority concern never make
any concrete report of the situation. Fabricated reports about
the decrease in the spread of the virus have been seen spreading
but the fact about the number of test being conducted has
been not let known to the public. Even health workers –
particularly the doctors are not letting known the exact data of
the pandemic. On the other hand none of the health department
authority are giving any remark to the ongoing election campaign
and the law enforcers seemed helpless with no appropriate order
to act for containing the virus.
The way things are seen to be synonymous with functioning of
the administration today is miscommunication, inefficiency,
favoritism, mismanagement, absenteeism- attributes that has
Yet we have seen at times that the Government and its
Departments have, in spurts, managed to accomplish seemingly
impossible tasks and projects in record time- that they can
rise to any challenge and face it successfully.
To make sure that people are protected from the unseen enemy
– the dreaded COVID-19 pandemic, a holistic approach is very
essential. Making things work in fits and bounds would only
make a farce of whatever precious little progress we have
managed to accomplish. It would require a very proactive and
prominent role from the health department as well as the district
administration if we ever aspire to fight the pandemic.
Curtailing the brash attitude of the often high-handed nature
of the people in the government or fighting the pandemic is in
public sphere and everyone knows this but do nothing for reason
best known to them.
A swift and stern policy would surely deter many from being
infected by the virus, if not altogether contain it. Such a scenario
would also revive the will of the common people to demand
their rights and dispense their duties without fear or
apprehension.
The Government, on its part should come clean on this issue
and try to make a clean start.
In this age and time when any information can be accessed
with the touch of a button, trying to fool the people and
underestimating their intelligence will surely prove to be a costly
mistake. One does not need to draw up grand designs and
mammoth schemes to initiate development. When each and
every arm of the Government have done their bit, then the big
picture will emerge itself as it ought to be. All everyone need is
a sense of belonging, of responsibility and a spirit of
participation, and the public should join in with an open mind
instead of sitting back and being mere spectators waiting to
point out every little mistake and make it out into a mountain,
to complete the picture.

When Th Muivah returned in
1976 at the head of a 300
member-strong “Naga Army”
after training in Yunnan, China
a nd di sco v er ed t h at hi s
compatriots had surrendered
en masse in Shillong a year
e ar l ier, h e i m me d ia t el y
announced the formation of the
National Socialist Council of
Nagaland. He appointed Isak
Chishi Swu, a Sema and Shannu
Shanyang Khaplang, a Hemi
Naga from Myanmar as the
chairman and vice-chairman
respectively.
The history of the Naga national
m ov e m en t st art e d t o b e
r ew r it t en th e r ea f te r ; a
movement that was first lit up
by Angami Zapu Phizo on 14
August 1947 when he declared
t he st at e o f N aga lan d
independent.
Muivah’s first targets were not
the Indian security forces but
those who had worked for or
supported the Shillong Accord
of 1975. Those who were killed
included former chief minister
of Manipur Yangmasho Shaiza,
his brother Lhungshim and a
Tangkhul intellectual called
Mark Tharmi besides a hundred
o the r i n d iv i d ual s a c r oss
Nagaland and Manipur. The
N SC N (I- M) m isse d f or mer
Manipur CM Rishang Keishing
when Muivah’s fellow Tangkhul
t ri b esm e n am bu she d hi s
c on v o y i n h i s Phu n gyar
c on st it ue nc y. He had hi s
revenge at last when he issued
a diktat that Keishing’s dead
body had to be buried at his
Imphal residence instead of his
native Bungpa Khullen village in
Ukhrul district. Thereafter, the
NSCN (I-M) began ambushing
the Indian Army with impunity.
I n 1 9 88 , M u i va h p a r te d
w ay swi t h K hap lan g an d
narrowly escaped getting killed
thanks to a timely warning from
United N ational Liberation
F ro n t ’s RK M eg h en , ak a
Sanayaima, who had stayed
back with Khaplang following
t he spl i t. B y 1 992 M ui va h
altered his plans and turned to
the ethnic cleansing of Kukis in
Manipur through his front, the
Naga Lim Guard. About 1,000

After 23 years of protracted talks with
the Centre, the National Council of
Nagaland (Isak-Muivah) has lost much of
its influence
Kuk is w ere b utche red and
t ho u sa nds mo r e r e nd e re d
homeless as Kuki villages began
to be ticked off the map.
Then, in 1994, Muivah was
prepared for a negotiated
set t l em e nt
w it h
th e
Go ve rn men t of I ndi a. T he
formal talks began in 1997. For
more than the next decade,
f or m er ho m e secr e tar y K
Pad m an a b ha i ah was th e
interlocutor but he didn’t make
much headway. RS Pandey was
n ex t in l in e , b u t he to o
resigned eventually without
much progress.
Then RN Ravi took charge and
things began to brighten up. In
2015, Muivah faced a quandary
e ve n as hi s c h ai r m an was
taking his last breaths in a New
Delhi hospital. He knew that no
accord would be acceptable to
t he Na ga s w it h ou t th e
signature of a “proper” Naga
from Nagaland. That was the
reason why the Framework
Agreement was signed on 3
August 2015 between Swu and
Muivah on one side and Ravi on
the other. A few days later, Swu
passed away.
Muivah built the NSCN (I-M)
almost from scratch and by the
late 1990s, it was known as the
“ mo t h er o f a l l i n sur g ent
groups” in the Northeast as
they were able to lure smaller
ethnic groups into taking up
arms against the Centre or
Dispur. His skill in arming new
groups included even the Kukis,
who had borne the brunt of his
pogrom. Thus, the United Kuki
L ib e r at i o n
F r on t
was
established.
In later years, he was able to
extend the olive branch to the
Meiteis by inviting the titular
king of Manipur and now Rajya
Sabha MP Leishemba Sanajaoba
to
t he
N SC N
(I- M )’s
headquarters at Camp Hebron,
followed by a group of Meitei

c iv i l so ci e t y o r gan isat io n
leaders. Not only had the NSCN
( I- M ) m an a ge d to sec ur e
m emb er shi p
of
th e
Unrepresented Nations and
Peoples Organization but also
roped in people who were
involved with the transition of
power in South Africa to guide
them through the negotiations.
B ut Mui va h ’s f or t une o r
misfortune is that he was born
in Somdal village in Ukhrul
district, which is home to his
f ell ow
t ri b esm en,
th e
Tangkhuls. He had handpicked
c ad r es f ro m am ong th e
Tangkhuls, who rose up the
ranks, like the late Angelius
Shimrah, VS Atem, Phunthing
Shimrah and legendary ambush
expert, Livingstone. Muivah’s
misfortune is that his dream of
presiding over a post-Accord
“New Nagaland” seems to be
diminishing as the prospect of
integrating his home district
into his plan is now a long shot.
For ethnically speaking, the
Tan gk hu l s ha ve mo r e i n
common with the Meiteis of
Manipur than the Angamis or
Aos of Nagaland.
The possibility of a Nagaland
chief minister stepping down to
make way for him in the postAccord situation is also not likely
to happen. That is why Muivah is
playing his last card - a Naga
Constitution and flag. Then, he can
peacefully retire as the “father”
of the new Naga nation. But it is
something the Government of
India has already ruled out.
There is also the representation
by the Kuki people that Muivah
and the NSCN (I-M) be brought
to book for the crime they
committed against Kukis. The
memory of 18 June 2001 when
1 8 p e op le d i ed i n I m p ha l
p ro t est in g t h e C e nt r e’s
d ec i sio n t o ext en d th e
ceasefire beyond Nagaland to
Manipur is still fresh. The

decision was later withdrawn.
His abortive attempt to reenter Manipur in style after 40
years in the bush in 2010,
which was stonewalled by then
chief minister Okram Ibobi
Singh, must also be on his
mind.
The rug was pulled out from
under Muivah’s feet when Ravi,
now governor of Nagaland,
wrote a strongly worded letter
to chief minister Nephieu Rio
aski ng h im t o ex pl ai n th e
rampant extortion taking place
in Nagaland in the name of
taxation by the NSCN (I-M). It
i s not so m et hi ng ne w i n
Nagaland, but Ravi must have
gone by his earlier instincts as
an Intelligence man by picking
a direct confrontation with
M ui v a h an d h i s b o ys. Th e
Nagaland Goan Burra (village
elders) Federation flexed their
muscles and criticised Muivah
for his call to replace Ravi as
interlocutor as they felt it was
ill-timed. Then the other Naga
National Political Groups agreed
to sign an Ac co rd w it h or
wi thout
the
flag
and
Constitution. The Centre’s
threat to go ahead with the
signing of the Accord without the
NSCN (I-M) was the last straw.
The NSCN (I-M), after 23 years
of protracted talks, has become
a toothless tiger. They have lost
their happy hunting grounds in
the Somra tract of Myanmar as
India has been reportedly wooing
the authorities there with
generous gifts and gestures. It
also goes without saying that it
would take just one night for
Camp Hebron to be surrounded
by the Indian Army.
With Phizo long dead, and Swu
and Khaplang too having passed
away, Muivah, who is now 82
years old, must be feeling quite
lonely.
Courtesy - The Statesman

Instigating legacy of mistrust against Manipur Kukis
By- PhanjoubamChingkhei
The recent claim that only Aimol,
Anal, Chiru,Chothe, Koireng,
Kom, Lamkang and Purum are
Naga tribes (Haomee of 7
YekSalais) while the Gangte,
Paite, Simte, Vaiphei, Zou, Hmar
andThadous including the kindred
Touthangare under Kukis,clearly
reveals the complete lack
ofethnographic and linguistic
understanding on the part of core
members belonging to a newly
formed organisation, and is
undoubtedly suggestive of
deliberately creating mistrust,
resentment and inviting conflict
between Meiteis and Manipur
Kukis who live cheek by jowl in
different parts of the small state.
The classification of the Old and
New Kukisis not based on Meitei’s
clan structure of Yek-Salai as
claimed
but
on
the
unquestionable and undeniable
affinities based on linguistic,
cultural, customs and traditional
aspects. Of course, the British
officials
during
their

ethnographical study of the
tribes of Manipur divided them
into Old and NewKukis for sake
of convenience, although many
of those categorised as Old
Kukis in the past today has
“more or less” accepted the
Naga nomenclature due to
political development.
Prior to the emergence of the
politically inspired Naga
nomenclature, built around an
agenda,Lt Col Shakespeare
identifies Aimol, Anal, Chawte,
Chiru, Kolhen, Kom, Lamgang,
Purum, Tikhup, and Vaiphei as
Old Kukis.
Political Agent R Brown in mid19th century who took great
interest in studying the
ethnography of Manipur state,
based on field report recorded
that Aimol, Purum, Koireng,
Chiurm are among the seven
sub-divisions of the “Kom tribes
of Kukis” who he asserts as the
“only remaining Kuki tribe of
importance.”
PhTarapot writes being of
smaller population, bigger

Letters, Feedback and Suggestions to ‘Imphal Times’
can be sent to our e-mail : imphaltimes@gmail.com. For
advertisement kindy contact: - 0385-3590330 (O). For time
being readers can reach the office at Cell Phone No. 9862860745
for any purpose.

tribes have coerced them to
accept
newly
created
nomenclature.
Lt Col Shakespeare had
observed “It appears practically
certain that the ancestors of the
Old Kukis and the Lushais were
related and lived very close
together somewhere in the
centre of the hills on the banks
of the Tyao and Manipur rivers.”
On the contrary, any responsible
unbiased citizen could ask under
what ground has the term
“Haomee” emerged and has it
ever been in existence in
Manipur’s history.
The term Kuki – considerable
for academic studies, not
relevant in social aspect
Several queries have been
consistently put up questioning
how and when the term Kukis
appeared, and what it meant. It

has been claimed that, British
officials first encountered in the
late 18th century. However, Dr.
Grierson in his mammoth work
“Lingusitic Survey of India”
clearly remarks that term is
mentioned in the history of
Tripura during Raja Chachag
back in 1512 AD.
The term has been employed for
the
sake
of
conveniencepreviously but it is
unreasonable to assume tribes
classified under Kukisnever
existed.
Though from academic and
anthropological studies, the
subject matter could be
relevant, but from political and
social aspect, it does not have
any importance. Kukis are
recognised by the government
and have been in existence for
many centuries in Manipur.

Perhaps, their late contact with
others may even suggest that in
ancient times, they lived in
permanent villages but internal
tribal feuds and Burmese
aggression forced them migrate
for safer place.
Dr. Grierson alsoidentifies
Meitei language among the KukiChin branch of the TibetoBurman
group of languages and
suggested Meitei serves as link
between Kachin tribes and KukiChin languages, the former of
which are concentrated in the
Northern part of Myanmar while
the latter on Manipur’s southern
side.
The allegation of “Kukis original
home cannot be ascertained” is
completely baseless for the tribe
and their related clans have been
in occupation in thewide
mountain ranges south of
Manipur valley.
The territory of Kuki-Chins
extends “from the Naga Hills in
the north down into the
Sandoway District of Burma in
the South; from the Myittha
River in the East, almost to the
Bay to Bengal” with mountain
ridges and deep valleys in
between. (Grierson)
Human migration is a universal
phenomenon since pre-historic
timeswith Dr. Grierson putting

inthose segments of TibetoBurman horde entered “impeded
at the head of the Brahmaputra
valley and later on turn south to
settle in the Naga Hills.” On the
other hand, another section
which had reached the Chindwin
basin and Irrawady Riv er
proceeded south of Assam and
found habitations in Lushai,
Cachar, parts of Manipur and
Naga Hills.
R Brown provides a factual yet
curious statement on the
concentration of the Kuki-Chin
tribes. He remarked “although
occupants of the hills to the
south of the valley of Manipur,
their traditions do not give the
southern hills as the place of
their origin, but rather lead them
to the belief that it was the
north.” This may perhaps reflect
millennia old oral traditions of
them ancient migration from
the original place of TibetoBurmans, similar to Meitei’s
migration of Poiretion’shorde
who came from the subterranean
region of Kham-Nung-Sawa.
Unnecessary digging up of
history will never bring any
solution and it is time for the
Meiteis to focus on progress, coexistence and respect for their
Kuki brethren.
(Contd. on Page 4 )
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Govt extends airfare cap by three more months
Suspension of international passenger flights extended till November 30
By Raju Vernekar
Mumbai, Oct 30:
The Union Civil Aviation
Ministry on Thursday
decided to continue
restrictions on airfare
which comprise sev en
bands of ticket pricing, till
ensuing February.
The Union Civil Aviation
Minister Hardeep Puri said
that air travel has
progressed from the time
the system of floor and
ceiling of airfare was
introduced to maintain
stability in fare when India
reopened air travel in June
amid uncertainty. “But I
believe we still need a little
bit of cushion. We are
extending the price band
for
another
three
months”.
Puri also said that if by end
of December, if there is a
very
appreciable
improvement in situation
and traffic reaches preCOVID-19 levels, he would

not have any hesitation to
lift the price restrictions.
Under the system, forty
percent of the seats have
to be sold at a fare that is
lower than the mid-point of
the maximum fare. The
idea is that fare does not
go out of hand and at the
same time, it is viable for
airlines too.
On 21 May, the ministry had
placed these limits through
seven bands, classified on
the basis of flight duration,
till 24 August. Later, it was
extended till 24 November.
Domestic
passenger
services resumed on 25
May after nearly two
months of suspension to
combat the coronavirus
outbreak. The Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) had on 21 May
announced seven bands of
ticket pricing with lower
and upper fare limits based
on flight duration. The first
such band consists of flights
that are of less than 40

JFA condoles demise
of Kshetradhar Phukan
IT Correspondent
Guwahati, Oct 30:
Journalists’ Forum Assam
(JFA) expresses its grief over
the demise of veteran
journalist and media trade
union leader Kshetradhar
Phukan who passed away on
29 October 2020. The State
media forum also paid
heartfelt tributes to Phukan,
who played an important role
in strengthening the
movement for legal dues to
media employees.
Phukan
started
his
journalism career with The
Assam Tribune. He led the
Tribune employees union for
many years and successfully
raised voices for the
newspapers workers across
the State. Lived as a
confirmed bachelor, Phukan
(85) was lately suffering from
various ailments and left
behind a host of relatives.
Meanwhile, the forum
expresses serious concern
over a viral exposure of a
payment-list narrating
amounts paid to some
media houses and individual
scribe in social media and
urged the State media
fraternity to stand against
the effort to malign its
image. However, the forum
appealed to all concerned
media persons to clarify their

stand effectively.
Mentionable is that, an
unauthenticated sheet of
paper where it is written as
‘confidential’ describes a list
of monthly beneficiaries
including some media houses
from an association of
truckers. Claimed as prepared
on 21 October 2020, the list
mentions a number of news
channels and newspapers along
with a press association based
in Guwahati.
It describes the total media
expenditure as much as Rs
39,70,000 per month along
with lavvy to Cachar police
(Assam) and Meghalaya
police personnel. The
expenditure to carry ‘coil’
(coal?) involving payments
to media groups may trigger
repercussions among the
common people even though
the particular paper is not
authenticated.
“The paper is made viral in
social media including
influential whatsapp groups
which would multiply the
number of viewers in every
single minute even without
getting the space in
mainstream media,” said a
statement issued by JFA
president Rupam Barua and
secretary Nava Thakuria
adding that the mainstream
media should (must) react to
the development collectively.

minutes duration.
The lower and the upper
fare limits for the first band
is Rs 2,000 and Rs 6,000,
respectively.
The subsequent bands are
for flights with durations of
40-60 minutes, 60-90
minutes, 90-120 minutes,
120-150 minutes, 150-180
minutes and 180-210

minutes. The lower and
upper limits for these
bands are: Rs 2,500-Rs
7,500; Rs 3,000-Rs 9,000;
Rs 3,500-Rs 10,000; Rs
4,500-Rs 13,000; Rs 5,500Rs 15,700 and Rs 6,500-Rs
18,600, respectively, the
Directorate General of
Civ il Aviat ion (DGC A)
said.

In the meanwhile the
suspension of scheduled
international passenger
fli ghts
has
been
extended till November
30.
Ho wev er,
t he
international scheduled
flights may be allowed on
selected routes by the
competent authority on a
case-to-case basis,” the

DGCA said in a circular. The
scheduled international
passenger services have
been suspended in India
since 23 March due to the
coronavirus pandemic. But
special international flights
have been operating under
the Vande Bharat Mission
since May and under the
bilateral ‘air bubble’
arrangements
with
selected countries since
July.
India has formed air bubble
pacts with around 18
countries, including the US,
the UK, the UAE, Kenya,
Bhutan and France. Under
a n ai r b u b b l e p a c t
between two countries,
sp e c i al i n t e r n at i o n al
flights can be operated by
their airlines between
their territories. The DGCA
circular also mentioned that
the suspension does not
affect the operation of
international all-cargo
oper ations and fli ghts
specifically approved by it.

LTC cash voucher scheme extended to
non-central government employees
By IT Correspondent
New Delhi, Oct. 30:
W it h a v i ew t o b o ost
spending ahead of the
festive season, the Union
Fin ance Mini stry on
Thursday extended the
benefi ts o f LT C ca sh
voucher scheme to noncen tral
gov ernm ent
emp loye es l ike the
em ploy ees o f st ate
governments, state-owned
enterprises and private
sector.
”In order to provide the
ben efit s
to
oth er
em ploy ees (i.e . no ncen tral
gov ernm ent
employees)... it has been
decided to provide similar
income-tax exemption for
the pay ment of c ash
equivalent of LTC fare to
the
non- cent ral
Government employees
also,” ministry said in a
statement.
The employees of state
governments, state-owned
enterprises and private
sector will now be eligible
to avail LTC cash voucher
scheme. Under LTA, the
employer reimburses the
travel cost of the family of
the employee to any place
on a ho lida y or to
employees home town.

Only the trav el cost is
reimbursed and the extent
of reim burse ment is
subject to the designation
of the employee. LTC is
exe mpte d under the
income tax act subject to
certain conditions. The
exemption is allowed for
only two travels within a
block of four years. The
current block is 2018-21.
As trav el has become
restricted in the wake of
coronavirus pandemic, the
employees now have an
option to avail the cash
equivalent of entitled LTC
fare and leave encashment
without travelling. The
employees are now eligible
to purchase goods and
services in lieu of the taxexempt portion of the LTC
or LTA.
The pay ment of c ash
all owanc e, subject to
maximum of Rs.36,000
per person as deemed LTC
fare per person (round trip)
to non-central Government
emp loye es, shall be
all owed
inc ome- tax
ex empt ion subj ect to
fulfilment of conditions,
the finance ministry said.
The
inc ome- tax
exemption to receipt of
deemed LTC fare by a
non-central government

emp loye e shall be
all owed sub ject to
fulfilm ent
of
t he
following conditions: a)
The employee exercises an
option for the deemed LTC
far e in lieu of the
applicable LTC in the Block
ye ar 2 018- 21. b) T he
employees have to buy
goods or services worth
three times the LTC and
one tim e the le av e
encashment amount for
the purpose of purchasing
non-food items i.e. white
goods.
c) Money must be spent
on goods attracting
GST of 12% or more from
a GST registered vendor
th ro ug h digit al m od e.
Such purchase shall be
f r o m G ST r e gi st e r ed
v en d o r s o r se r v i c e
providers through digital
mode. The employee shall
o b t ai n
a
v o u c he r
i nd i c a t i n g t he GST
number and the amount of
GST paid. The purchases
must be made between 12
Oc t o b e r, 2 02 0 t o 3 1
March, 2021.
d ) A n e m p lo y ee w h o
spends less than three
times of the deemed LTC
fare
on
s p e c i f i ed
expenditure during the
specified period shall not

be entitled to receive full
amount of deemed LTC
f a r e a n d t h e r el a t ed
inc ome-t ax e xempt ion
and the amount of both
sh a ll
be
r e d u c ed
proportionately
Those who have exercised
an option to pay income
tax under concessional
tax regime or new tax
r e gi m e , w i ll no t b e
eligible for the scheme.
For example: Deemed
LTC Fare : Rs.20,000 x 4
= Rs.80,000, Amount to
be spent : Rs.80,000 x 3
= R s. 2 , 4 0, 0 0 0. I f a n
e m p l o y e e
sp end s Rs. 2, 40, 0 0 0 o r
a b o v e o n sp e c i f i ed
expenditure, he or she
shall be entitled for full
deemed LTC fare and the
r e l at e d
income-tax
exemption. However, if
the
employee
spends Rs.1,80,000 only,
then he shall be entitled
for 75% (i.e. Rs.60,000)
of deemed LTC fare and
the related income-tax
exemption. In case the
e m p lo y e e
a lr e a d y
received Rs 80,000 from
employer in advance, he
has to refund Rs. 20,000
to the employer as he
could spend only 75% of
the required amount.
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Campaigning
gains
momentum
for 2nd phase
of Bihar
assembly
elections

Agency
Patna , Oct 30:

Campaigning for the Second
Phase of State Assembly
Elections is in full swing
while it is picking up for the
Third Phase in Bihar. In the
Second
phase,
94
constituencies spread over
17 districts will go to polls
on 3rd of November.
For the Third and Final
Phase, polling will be held on
7th of November in
remaining
78
constituencies. Leaders of
both National Democratic
Alliance and Grand Alliance
are addressing a series of
election meetings and rallies
in different parts of the
state.
BJP President J. P. Nadda will
hold public meetings in Siwan
and Begusarai today. Senior
party leader and Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh will
also address election rallies
in Pirpainti, Kesaria,
Raghopur and Begusarai.
AIR correspondent reports,
Union Ministers Ravishankar
Prasad, Ashwini Kumar
Choubey and Nityanand Rai
are also leading the poll
campaign of NDA. BJP
leaders are giving thrust on
the issue of farm reform
acts, past tenure of RJD-led
Government and strong
leadership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in their
campaign.
JD(U) President and Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar
addressed rallies in Khagaria
and Parbatta. He said, in the
past 15 years of his tenure,
he worked step by step for
development in the
education, health and
infrastructure sector.
The leader of Grand Alliance
Tejaswi Prasad Yadav
addressed public meetings in
Teghra and Bibhutipur
claiming that this is the
election for paradigm change
in Bihar. Rashtriya Lok
Samta Party Chief Upendra
Kushwaha is holding election
rallies and road shows in
support of candidates of six
party front GDSF.
CPI leader Kanhaiya Kumar
said in Chakia in Motihari
that Assembly elections will
pave the way for a new Bihar.
Lok Janshakti Party Chief
Chirag Paswan and Jan
Adhikar Party President
Pappu Yadav are raising the
issue of corruption in the
Saat Nischay Scheme being
implemented in the state.

Eleven Indian Digital Media Publications Come Together to ‘Build a Digital News Ecology’
Courtesy –The Wire
New Delhi: Eleven Indian
digital news organisations
have joined hands to
“represent, amplify and
evolve best practices to
build a robust digital news
ecology”. The umbrella
group – DIGIPUB News India
Foundation – comprises Alt
News,
Article
14,
Boomlive, Cobrapost, HW
News,
Newsclick,
Newslaundry, Scroll.in,
News Minute, The Quint
and The Wire.
The Foundation’s first
chairperson is Dhanya

Rajendran of the News
Minute, vice-chairperson is
Prabir
Purkayastha
of Newsclick and general
secretaries are Ritu Kapur
of The Quint
and
Abhinandan Sekhri of
Newslaundry.
According to a press
release published by the
group on Tuesday, “DIGIPUB
News India Foundation has
been created to represent,
amplify and evolve best
practices to build a robust
digital news ecology that is
truly
world-class,
independent and upholds
the highest standards of

journalism.”
“One of the key defining
aspects of the Foundation
is to underline the fact that
pursuits and interests of
legacy media may not
always be the same as that
of digital media – especially
in regards to regulation,
business models, technology
and
structures,”
it
continued.
While membership is
limited to digital news
outlets and journalists
currently operating in India,
DIGIPUB is different from
other such groupings in that
it is open to independent

and freelance journalists
working in the digital
media.
“The Foundation does not
believe
that
only
organisations
should
represent or voice the needs
of the digital news
ecosystem. It is imperative
to
recognize
the
contribution of independent
journalists in forming the
bulwark of this ecosystem,”
the press release says.
There are at present two
other associations that
represent different digital
media publications in India.
The Digital News Publishers

Association includes the
Times Group, India Today
group, Hindustan
Times, NDTV among other
legacy media houses. And
there is the recently formed
IDMA, which comprises a
mix of news outlets –
Republic TV, India News,
Odisha TV, and News X, the
Sunday
Guardian,
newspaper, Goa Chronicle –
and the ‘Op-India’ website.
The formation of these
associations come at a time
when the Modi government
has expressed its desire to
“regulate” digital media.
At present, content

published by digital news
sites is subject to the same
constitutional freedoms and
restrictions gov erning
content on TV channels and
in newspapers, apart from
the rules and regulations
contained
in
the
Information Technology Act.
As with other democratic
countries, news websites do
not require any kind of
government clearance or
license in order to operate,
unlike broadcast television.
Newspapers are subject to
registration under the
colonial era Press and
Registration of Books Act,

primarily in order to fix
legal liability on the
publisher and editor in the
event of defamation
proceedings. However, as
the filing of multiple
defamation cases against
we b si t e s
in
In d i a
d em o n st r a t e s,
the
absence of a PRB Actequivalent has not come
in the way of pinning legal
responsibility on them.
Media watchdogs see the
official advocacy of digital
media regulation as an
attempt to circumscribe
media freedom, a charge
the government denies.
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IDO shows solidarity to the
agitation by AMMSO and PSU-DMU
IT News
Imphal, Oct 30:
Integrated Development
organization (IDO) shows
solidarity to the agitation by
AMMSO and PSU-DMU.
A statement by Secretary
Akhtar Hussain said that the
Manipur Govt, vide its OM No.
9/l/90(OBC) DP: dated 27
Dec. 2007, notified that 4%
quota is reserved for OBC
(Metei-Pangal)
for
appointment to Government
posts and also for admission
in professional courses in
professional
Colleges/
Institutes. However, the same
was not extended to nonprofessional courses of higher
studies.

He further stated that from
the socio-economic and
educational point of view, the
Meitei-Pangal is the most
backward community among
the minority communities and
other backward classes in the
state. More than a decade
after the new reservation
policy, still they are not
adequately represented in the
services under the state.
Without framing a proper
reservation policy in
proportionate to their
population it is difficult to
uplift the community.
Specific attention of the
government is highly needed
in order to bring the
community into the
mainstream.
Better

education opens up a host of
opportunities and helps in
elevating the social and
economic conditions of any
marginalized sections of
society it added.
There has been a longpending demand for the
community to extend the
same reservation quota in
non-professional higher
studies since many deserving
students from the MeiteiPangal Community have been
deprived of higher education
due to the non-availability of
seats. Extension of the same
reservation quota to nonprofessional courses of
higher studies would be a
great boon for the students of
the downtrodden community.

PIB and FoB Kohima hosts
Webinar on Sardar Patel
PIB
Kohima, Oct 30:
Sardar Vallabh Bhai Patel laid
the foundation of a strong
and united India and his life
will continue to inspire every
generation of Indians to work
for a healthy and prosperous
society. This was the thrust
of deliberations at the
webinar
on
“Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel- His life,
Philosophy, Ideology &
Contribution”on
the
occasion of birth anniversary
of Sardar Patel organized by
Press Information Bureau
and
Field
Outreach
Bureau,Kohima today.
Speaking on the occasion, Ms
Thungchanbeni Kithan,
Assistant
Professor,

Department of History,
Nagaland University, said
that Sardar Patel joined
freedom movement in 1917
after getting influenced by
Mahatma Gandhi. His initial
struggle for the rights of the
farmers in Kheda lead to a
powerful movement against
the British authorities. Prof
Kithan recounted the details
of his contribution to the
freedom movement adding
that he was recognized right
from the start as one of the
tallest leaders of freedom
movement. She pointed out
that we must not forget that
it was not only Junagarh,
Hyderabad and Jammu and
Kashmir that were difficult
to integrate, but also
Nagaland.
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Minister Henry
appeals to
municipal workers’
to call off agitation

Contd. from Page 1

............. mistrust against Manipur Kukis
Naga inhabited areasand
ancestral
lands–
a
Reflection
Lot of hues and cries have
been raised over the using
of the word “ancestral
land” by the Manipur Kukis
however far is it justified
and reasonable has not for
once been given a thought.
Geographically, Manipur
hills occupy more than 90
pc of the state’s territory,
but Manipur Nagas are
mostly concentrated on the
Northern and Western side
of the Hill areas.
There is no record of any
Manipur Naga villages or
Meitei villages, on the
Eastern (Kwatha village
excluded) and Southern
side of the Manipur Hill
areas. When Manipur Kukis
like any other people
established their home in
Manipur, they found barren
lands
suitable
for
sustenance, which is
human nature whether they
be a tribe or highly civilized
Europeans who had settled
in different parts of the
world and transformed
them into world’s most
developed countries.
Being the first to arrive and
settle at land, not occupied
by any Manipur Naga tribes
or Meiteis, the definition of
ancestral
domain
automatically becomes
applicable, an instance of
which isKhualmanvillage is
located on formerly barren
land of Southern Manipur
wherein the Manipur Kuki
ancestors established their
village.
Creating controversies
onjustification of applying
ancestral land could be
ascertainedasa political
ploy orchestrated by an
advanced
tribe
to
createmistr ust among
Manipur’stwo ethnic
community
sharing
linguistic affinities.
Intriguing policy and the
treacherous act against
Chief Gokuthang
Lt. Col Shakespeare
remarked that “the
Manipuris who were unable
to reduce to submission”
found it easier to punish
Naga villages by employing
the Thados in many
occasions through their
“superior cunning” and all
the while “maintained their
influence over the Thados
by skilfully playing off one
family against another.”
“On one occasion three of

the most powerful chiefs
were enticed inside the
royal enclosure in Imphal
and
treacherously
murdered” the Br itish
official added.
TheKamhauSuktes, one of
the most dreaded tribes at
one time, and had difficult
relationship between with
Manipur. Though in 1857
during Chandrakriti’s reign
when Manipur met most
humiliating and disgraceful
defeat at their hands, the
Kamhau with the tactful Col
McCulloch managed to
establish friendly relations
till 1871 which was
repeatedlyacknowledged by
variousBritisih officers.
Alexander Mackenzie says
aftermath the Lushai Hills
operations, the Manipur
contingent of 2000 men
who had assisted the
British, on their way back
encountered Kamhau Chief
Kokatung (Gokhuthang) and
his party. Mackenzie writes
“the Kamhows came into
the camp of Manipur
Contingent not expecting
to be treated as enemies,
but were all made prisoners
by the Contingent and
taken to Manipur.” The
betrayal was the brainchild
of Manipur Major Thangal.
Brigadier General Bourchier
strongly objected the act
and considered it as
“treachery”.
Cachar’s
Deputy
Commissioner
Edgar
furious over the treachery
stated “Kamhau was quite
in earnest in desiring to
help Manipur and us” and
referring
to
the
unsuspected capture of
Gokhuthang and his party,
he maintained “he can
never
forgiv e
that
wonderful
piece of
treachery.”
Edgar’s based on available
evidence pointed out that
Gokuthang’s and his party
“went into the midst of the
camp in perfect reliance on
the
friendliness
of
Manipuris.” Though the
Manipuris soldiers fired
their muskets to the chiefs
and “each armed man was
surrounded by a group of
three sepoysthat did not
aroused any suspicion to
the incoming party. Edgar
believed that Suktes never
had “slightest intention of
attacking the Manipuri
camp.” Later the charges
against them, were
invented by the Majors to

excuse their conduct.
Though Kamhaus tried their
level best to have their
Chief released, and in 1872
sent an embassy under
Chief Kikoul, it was in vain
as he was “informed that
no proposition of any kind
could be entertained” and
the Chief shortly died in
Manipur jails.
Disrespecting other’s
sentiments and disregard
of
Manipur
Kukis
forefathers
After conv erting to
Christianity, Kukis had more
or less settled for a
peaceful life and unlike the
Nagas and Meiteis seeking
self-determination sought
progress and development
which unfortunately would
leave them into a
vulnerable position during
the horrors of the 90s of the
last century.
The ascent of peace and
development
in
neighbouring after decades
of dreaded Mizo insurgency
movement by Mizo National
Front (MNF) led by PuLal
Dena is an inspiration for
many of Manipur Kukis who
too similarly wants a similar
development. Experiencing
ethnic cleansing at the
hands of Manipur Nagas
and rising antagonistic
attitude from brethren
Meiteis whocontinuously
prov oke
them
with
statements that are hurtful
their sentiments, it is
natural for Manipur Kukis to
seek a solution that will
prov ide
them
an
opportunity to achieve
their long cherished dream
of peace and development.
Moreover, in recent past,
many
valley-based
militants had established
hideouts in Kuki areas,
which left the Kuki civilians
in crossfire and further
increased the risk and
harassment factor from
the security forces. There
have been media reports
wherein civilians have lost
their limbs to landmines
planted by the militant
groups in Kuki villages.
The recently formed Meitei
body with hardly any
members, and tactfully
supported by another nonMeitei community has been
engaged in spreading
mistrust and confusion,
targeting Manipur Kukis
without any consideration
whatsoever on Manipur
Kukis will feel when their

own forefathers are being
labelled as no one.
Protecting the lives of
women, children and
civilians is natural for every
community in the planet.
When the ethnic cleansing
began, the formerly Burma
based organisation was
forced to protect their
brothers across the border.
Security forces, back then,
were not able to protect the
Manipur Kuki civilians from
the rampage of the NLG, for
they indulged in hit and run,
taking advantage of the hill
terrain and jungles.
PhTarapot writes “the
sense of insecurity, fear and
suspicion and mounting
casualties on daily basis” of
which included the
infamous Joupi Massacre
would initiate unbearable
anger, whether the
organisation be based
outside the country or not,
and it no longer becomes
relevant, for it naturally
becomes
their
responsibility to protect
their own kinsmen who
areunited by linguistic
affinities, cultural, custom
and almost all aspects of
lifestyles, though British
induced
political
boundaries may hav e
segregated them into
different countries.
There was no other option
but to defend villages by
posting armed Kuki guards
to prevent their plundering
of houses and it was in this
background that some
Kukiyouth got training in
arms
handling
in
neighbouring Myanmar.
(PhTarapot)
Kuki Relief Fund/ Kuki
Refugee Fund – Wrongful
interpretation
Of the often cited Kuki
Relief Fund, which has been
used to justify to term
indigenous Manipur Kukis
as refugees, the non-Kuki
leaders for their personal
agendas has misled the
public behind the matter.
“Prominent” leaders simply
refuse to acknowledge the
truth. The fact of the
matter is tha t K u ki s
referred to as Chins in
M yan m ar
h av e
fo r
d ec a d es be en a t th e
r ec e i vi ng e n d , hu ma n
rights abuses at the hands
of Tatmadaw.
The 1959 Conscription Act
of
M y an m a r
gi ve s
authorization to Tatmadaw
to conscript for men aged

18 to 35 and women aged
1 8 t o 2 7 f o r a p e r io d
ranging to six months to
two years. (We are Like
Forgotten People- Human
Rights Watch). The forced
conscription led many to
flee the Chin Hills and seek
shelter among their own
kinship on Indian side.
Ever since, the rise of
military dictatorship in
n ei g hb o uri n g c oun t ry,
brutal crackdown in Chin
stateforcedChin civilians
to flee their country and
sought a pe aceful life
among their kinship –the
Kukis. Accordingly, the
then MP responsible for
welfare of tribal set up the
fund for those hundreds
c om i ng in t o see k
protection.
It is on this background
that Kuki Relief Fund or
Kuki Refugees Fund was
established on the basis of
h um a n it a r ian gr o u nd .
However, this has been
wrongly interpreted and
manipulated by certain
“think-tanks” and social
leaders to misguide the
public into believing the
entire Kuki community as
“ ref u ge e s” t h ou g h i t
a pp l i es to j ust fe w
thousands who fled to
escape persecution. The
allegation is just a ploy to
propagate Manipur Kukis
as outsiders concealing
t he f ac t th at Mani pu r
Kukisplayed important role
i n m ult i p le m ili t ar y
expeditions for Manipur.
The same can be applied
t o M e it ei s l i v i ng i n
Bangladesh and Myanmar,
who if unfortunately are
prosecuted will first recall
and leave their respective
countriesto seek shelter in
Manipur. This needs to be
r eal i ze d f o r m ut ua l
r esp ec t
and
understanding.
F ro m
the
pr e sen t
dayremarks by section of
Meitei social leaders and
t hei r
n o n-M ei te i
supporters, continuously
e mp h a si z in g
th e
importance of “Leiroom”
cloth used in marriage and
the part of TangkhulSaba
on the last day of Lai
Haraoba, it seems to point
the
i n cr e asi n g
m ean i ng less
c l i ch é
o f”C h in g m i” d oes no t
cover Manipur Kukis who
has contributed so much
for the welfare of the
state.

IT News
Imphal, Oct 30:
Minister for MAHUD Okram
Henry has appealed to all
the skilled and unskilled
workers of the Municipal
Councils of the State to call
off the ongoing agitation
against non payment of
pending wages. This was
stated by him during his
visit at the office of
Nambol Municipal Council
on Thursday.
During the v isit, the
Minister met the skilled and
unskilled workers who are
protesting in front of the
office of Nambol Municipal
Council and held a meeting
at the conference hall of
the Nambol Municipal
Council. FOllowing a
meeting
with
the
representativ es of the
agitating members, the
Minister stated that any
issue can be resolv ed

through dialogue and said
that the government will try
its best to pay the wages
of the skilled and unskilled
workers of the Municipal
councils at the earliest.
The Minister also chaired a
review meeting with the
Chairperson and Councilors
of Nambol Municipal
Council. During the
meeting,
Councilors
addressed their grievances
to the Minister. After
patiently hearing the
hardships faced by the
Nambol Municipal Council,
Minister stated that the
issues will be sorted soon
with the cooperation of the
Councilors and people of
the State
MLA of Nambol AC N. Loken
Singh, OSD of MAHUD
department, Executive
Officer
of
Nambol
Municipal Council and
others were also present
during the meeting.

Dr. Ibeyaima Innovation
Award 2020

DIPR
Imphal, Oct 30:

Manipur
Science
&
Tec hn o l ogy
Co u n ci l
(MASTEC) is organising Dr.
Ibeyaima Innovation Award
for the year 2020. The
Award carries Rs.20,000/
- in Cash, Citation and
M em e nt o w h i ch was
donated by the Manipuri
Asso ciati on of Ca na da
(MAC) based in Whiteby,
Ont a r io , C a na d a i n
memory of its member
(Late) Dr. Hijam Ibeyaima
Devi.
The award will be given to
any individual(scientist/
technologist/ Innovator/
e nt r epr e neu r ) o r an y
organization ( academic
i nst i tu t i on /
R& D
o rga n iz ati o n,
N GO)

e xc lud i n g p ol i ti c al &
religious organizations
domiciled in Manipur for
outstanding contributions
t ow a r ds ca us in g and
promoting scientific &
technological innovation
provided the innovation is
purely originated from
establishments within the
state of Manipur.
Interested Individual or
a ny o rga n iz at io n ca n
sub mit d ul y f i ll ed i n
application form, along
with required documents
to this office(Science &
Tec hnol ogy C omplex,
Takyelpat, Imphal) on or
befor e 30 th N ove mb er
2020. The application form
may be collected from of
MASTEC or downloaded
fr om
i ts
Websi te
www.mastec.nic.in

Name Changed
I, the undersigned do hereby declared that I
have renounced, relinquished, and abandoned the use
of my old name AKOIJAM N L O CATHERINE as I have
assumed my new name AKOIJAM CATHERINE.
Sd/AKOIJAM CATHERINE
Nagamapal Singubung Leirak ,
Imphal West

Edited by Rinku Khumukcham, Owned and Published by Iboyaima Khuman at Keishamthong Elangbam Leikai, Imphal and Printed by him at M/s Imphal Times Printers, Elangbam Leikai Imphal West,, Resident Editor- Jeet Akoijam

