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COVID warrior in Khaki march with
placards and festoon instead of guns
and baton to protect people

Maliyapham Palcha kumsing 3418

CM inaugurates different projects;
Massive operation against poppy
from November
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The adage ‘it is easier
waking up a sleeping
person but difficult who are
not actually sleeping’ is
what the COVID warriors in
Khaki uniform are facing
today. These people in
Khaki are train to arrest
criminals besides being
train to control and
safeguards the law of the
land. But when people
violates guidelines and
st a n d a r d
o p er at i v e
procedures imposed by
the
d i st r i c t
administration to protect
the people from unknown
v i r u s k n o w i n gl y
or
unknowingly , these men
and women in uniform are
left with no choice but to
p i c k u p p l ac a r d s a nd
banners instead of guns or
baton to protect the life
of the people. After all the
Police are actually present
for protection of human
life and society.
Per haps these are the
situation that took out
the police personnel of
Imphal East district at
Lamlai and Nongada area
with awareness message
on their hands. It was
more like a flag march but
a diff erent one whi ch
indicated that the police
w ho ar e al s o C O V ID
warrior in field are in
dilemma to enforce the
r u l es a n d gu i d el i ne s
imposed by the district
administration for the
safety of the people.
2 nd Officer in Charge of
Lamlai Police Station ,
Konsam Umananda , while
communicating to Imphal
Times said that event was

In a function held at the
Durbar Hall of Chief
Minister’s Secretariat
today, Chief Minister N.
Biren Singh inaugurated
augmentation of water
supply schemes at Khengjoi
village and Khangbarol
village in Chandel district
and TD Block at Khengjoi
that include BDO/SDO
Office, four quarters for
officers and staff, bank
building and police outpost
building with security
barrack.
Water Resources Minister
Letpao Haokip, Agriculture
Minister Oinam Lukhoi,
Deputy
Speaker
K.
Robindro, Advisor to CM
(Health) Dr. Sapam Ranjan,
Manipur Development
Society Chairman M.
Asnikumar, Chief Secretary
Dr. Rajesh Kumar and DGP

o r ga n i z e d u nd e r t h e
initiative of the Imphal
E ast
d i st r i c t
a dm i ni st ra t io n b y th e
Imphal East district police
team a s a part o f the
C OV I D
A p p r o p r i at e

Behaviour – Jan Andolan.
“The rally is staged to
create awareness among
the people about the need
to understand the COVID19 impact”, a message
written to Imphal Times

by 2nd OC Umananda said.
Placards with message to
u se f ac e m ask s, t o
maintain social distancing
and to ensure washing of
hands were carried during
the rally.

CM discusses about COVID-19 situation
with RIMS authority
IT News
Imphal, Oct 23:
Chief Minister N. Biren
Singh had an extensive
discussion about the present
COVID-19 situation of the
State with RIMS authority,
doctors and nurses at RIMS
Jubilee Hall, Lamphelpat
today.
Rajya Sabha MP Maharaja
Leishemba Sanajaoba,
Advisor to CM (Health) Dr.
Sapam Ranjan, Principal
Secretary
(Health)
Vumlunmang Vualnam, RIMS
Director Prof. A. Santa, RIMS

Medical Superintendent
Prof. Ch. Arunkumar, doctors
and representatives from
nurses also took part in the
discussion.
Speaking at the occasion, N.
Biren Singh appreciated the
doctors, nurses and other
para-medical staff for their
relentless dedication to duty
at this time of difficult
situation. Like soldiers fight
in the borders to protect the
country’s sovereignty, the
Chief Minister said, doctors,
nurses and para-medical
staff are also fighting in the
frontline to effectively tackle

the deadly virus.
The Chief Minister said that
the main purpose of his
interaction with doctors and
nurses was to identify the
prime reason for increase in
the number of casualty in the
past few days. He also
sought suggestions from
doctors to check this rise.
N. Biren said, as experts are
predicting
that
the
pandemic may peak in
December or January in
Manipur as well, the State
must be prepared for it from
now,
the
Chief
Minister

maintained. Regarding it, he
asked the RIMS authority to
find a way to increase the
number of COVID-19 beds
having ventilators.
Stating that he would soon
apprise the Union Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare
about the urgent need to
increase the number of
COVID-19 beds in the
hospital, he asked the RIMS
authority to begin the
process of engagement for
manpower requirement and
purchase equipments with
the funds in hand in this
regard.

‘Denied entry in hospital, teenager dies of drug
overdose’- CoNE
IT News
Imphal, Oct 23:
A teenage boy has lost his
life after he was brought for
drug overdose treatment
but denied entry at Thoubal
district hospital on October
20, 2020.
A teenage boy (drug
overdose) who was brought
to Thoubal district hospital
for treatment died on
October 20 after the
hospital authority denied
treatment, alleged CoNE ,
an NGO working for the
welfare of substance
abusers.
President
of
CoNE,
Nalinikanta Rajkumar said
that the tragic incident
happened when the
government has issued
strict instructions to all
government and private
hospitals to entertain all
emergency
patients
seeking
treatment
following cases of unwanted

and unfortunate incidents
The teenager has been
identified as one Mutum
Nelson (16), s/o M Shyam
and
M
Premila
of
ThoubalKiyam. He was an
international martial artist
who had received accolades
of
national
and
international repute.
Addressing media persons
at the Keishamthong
Hodam Leirak, Sega Road
office of Community
Network for Empowerment
(CoNE), CoNE president RK
Nalinikanta informed that
Mutum Nelson was brought
at Thoubal district hospital
for
drug
ov erdose
treatment by his family
members on October 20 at
around 1:00 pm. As they
reached the hospital and
entered the casualty, they
were stopped by security
personnel deployed at the
hospital. The security
personnel told them that
since a doctor of the

hospital has been detected
COVID-19, the area has
been sanitized and as such
no one is allowed to enter
the hospital premises for
any reason whatsoever.
Before prov iding any
opportunity to give them
the reason for visiting the
hospital to the patient
family, the security
personnel denied treatment
at the hospital and asked
them to leave immediately.
As they had no other option
they left the hospital and
went home and contacted
an NGO working in the field
of drugs after which the
staff of the NGO arrived at
the house of the victim
after a gap of about four
hours but could not save the
teenager even after
administering
three
ampoules of Naloxone,
Nalinikanta added.
Condemning the attitude of
all concerned while dealing
patients at the time of

coronavirus outbreak, RK
Nalinikanta said that it has
been learnt from previous
incidents that health care
service providers has been
taking undue advantage of
the covid-19 pandemic and
denying basic health
services to the most needy
people thereby leading to
untimely and unwanted
deaths which is very
unfortunate.
When CoNE made an
inspection visit at the
hospital, it was found that
there was no stock of
Naloxone at the casualty
which was supposed to keep
the lifesaving drug round
the clock. On further
investigation, the drug was
found stored at the ART
centre. Usually, the drug is
to be indented from the ART
centre by the casualty
department as an when
there is shortage of the
drug, RK Naliniknata said
while adding that this
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clearly indicates the lack of
coordination among the line
departments of the hospital
and complete system failure.
Nalinikanta while also
expressing deep regret over
the incident said that though
such cases has been
worsened by the impact of
the coronavirus pandemic,
the matter could have been
the same as the system has
completely failed. Therefore,
all
the
concerned
department including the
health department and
Manipur State AIDS Control
Society (MSACS) need to look
into the issue with
seriousness and the staff
concerned should have
better coordination so that
such incidents do not recur.
Moreover, the coronavirus
outbreak should not be the
reason to deny access to health
care services to all those who
need treatment for other
ailments and emergencies,
Nalinikanta said.

L.M. Khaute were also
present at the function.
In his speech, the Chief
Minister said that as part
of the Government’s
ongoing ‘War on Drugs’
campaign, a massive
operation against poppy
plantations would begin
from the first week of
Nove mber. 100 po lice
per sonnel w ould be
specifically deployed in
every district for the said
purpose, N. Biren Singh
stated and added that they
would station at the poppy
cultivation sites until all
the poppy plants are fully
uprooted and destroyed.
Sta t i ng th a t h e had
already instructed the
DGP regarding the matter,
the Chief Minister also
informed the gathering
t hat
t h ese
po lic e
p er so nn el w ou l d b e
assist ed b y me n fr om
NAB, Forest Department,
CRPF, Assam Rifles, etc.
A s p o pp y p l a nt a t io n
requires deforestation
a nd exc e ssi v e u se o f
chemical fertilizers, it has
become a major reason
for soil degradation and
landslides in the hills, the
Chief Minister said and
questioned the point of
earning huge amount of
mon ey t hrou gh d rug
ped dlin g an d po ppy
plantation if their own
village or lands are not
saf e to liv e by th eir
children.
As such, the Government
has decided to end poppy
plantation for the sake of
future generation, he
added. Maintaining that
the State Cabinet has also
passed an Ordinance to
curb drug peddling and

smuggling, Shri N. Biren
Singh also urged the Village
Chiefs not to allow poppy
plantation in their village.
The Chief Minister further
stated that the villagers
would be encouraged to
choose alternative means
of livelihood like plantation
of palm tree, lemon grass
and other horticulture
items or mithun rearing.
The ob ject iv e of t he
present Government is to
uplift weaker sections of
th e so ciet y, d ev el op
underdeveloped areas and
extend helping hand to the
needy people. Through the
Go to Village mission, the
Government had identified
the needs of all the villages
of the State, he said and
added that developmental
works are being taken up
using the information and
datas collected from this
mission.
The Chief Minister said that
the inaugurated projects
are taken up under the
Tri bal A rea Inclusiv e
Gro wth I nfrastruct ure
Project. The objective of
the
pro ject
is
to
comprehensively improve
infrastructure in 27 TD
Blocks in the hill districts
of Manipur, he added.
Speaking
at
the
occasion, Letpao Haokip
said that Khengjoi Block
is one of the most
backward blocks of the
State
and
t o d a y ’s
inauguration of different
projects is like a dream
that has come true. The
Minister
said
that
Khengjoi Block has
w i t n essed
m any
developmental changes
with the coming of the new
Government.

TSA angry over
claims of road
repairing by NHIDCL
IT News
Imphal, Oct. 23:
The Thadou Students’
Association (TSA) has
appealed to the State as
well as the Central
Government to look into
pathetic conditions of the
highway stretch between
Saparmeina to Motbung,
along the NH-2 (AH-1). The
Association had already
made
such appeals
repeatedly in the last few
years.
A statement by the student
body expressed shocked to
learn the reply sent by
NHIDCL
(NHIDCL/ROI m p h a l /RT I / 2 0 2 0 / 8 1 3
dated 15.10.2020) to an
RTI
(MORTH/E/2020/
04677) filed by activist SL
Kamkhohao, the NHIDCL
claims that the road “has
already been repaired and
maintained by NHIDCL”.

Contrary to the response,
the work is far from
completion. Whereas, it is
observed that filling of few
potholes with pebbles and
muds only
The TSA questions the
NHIDCL if filling of few
potholes accounts to the
phrase “already repaired”?
“TSA is utterly infuriated
over NHIDCL for furnishing
a wrong statement in the
RTI, thereby making a
mockery of the Right to
Information Act, 2005”, the
statement said.
Therefore, TSA organizes
for a joint sitting with
NHIDCL on 26th October,
2020 and demand valid
explanation from the
NHIDCL as to why legal
proceeding should not be
taken up against them for
prov iding
a
false/
manufactured statement in
the RTI reply.

Imphal Times

Page No.

Work by stealing
minutes from hours,
as we are in
extraordinary time
Extraordinary times need extraordinary activities. As the
world today is in extraordinary times the leaders needs
extraordinary activities if felt that human life should be
protected at any cost. Some leaders across the globed are
pouring all their energy to safe the human kind, some works to
protect their nation and some are seen busy trying to take
advantage of the situation. What the leaders of Manipur need
to follow is the kind of action that some leaders of the world
are acting. Countries in South East Asia, Europe and South
America should be set as an example to make sure that the
people are protected from the deadliest attack by the unseen
enemy. Nobody can deny the fact that any action of any leaders
had been proof as the only means to protect its people but the
kind of action they take up as per their wisdom showed the
essence of patriotism running through their blood.
Chinese Premier Xi-Ping’s extraordinary measures that was
seen taken up at Wuhan and other provinces of his country to
contain the virus had been seen and the world knows how life
was restored at Wuhan of China where the virus was born.
Leaving aside some European countries as well as country like
Canada in South America which are successfully handling the
COVID-19 pandemic, the government of Manipur needs to learn
some lesson from the neighboring Myanmar. Under its president
Win Myint, the Myanmar government is taking up extreme
extraordinary measures to stop the spread of the virus.
At this time Manipur even though is a state of India, needs
to focus on certain foreign countries on the way they deal the
situation instead of looking at other Indian states like UP, Bihar,
Delhi or Maharashtra.
Bigger states of India’s main concern is the falls in their
economy and above this the main concern as of now for states
like Bihar is to get power by wining in the election that is just
few weeks to go. Manipur being a erstwhile nation, which is
the second Asiatic kingdom to hold a democratic election to
run the erstwhile nation should rather think differently from
what the leaders of other states in the country think so. The
population is comparatively low when compare with other
communities of the bigger states and thus for them money and
power may be more important than saving life as there is no
worry for extinction of their community. Unlike them, the
Manipuris which consists of over 36 communities are at the
verge of extinction if one count on the number of COVID victims
each days. All know, it will take time to recover even as one
day there will be a vaccine to safe people from COVID-19.
The Manipur government had acted a bit slow in understanding
that by the time the vaccine is invented all Manipuris may falls
as victim of COVID 19. Yesterday’s initiative by Chief Minister
N. Biren needs appreciation, but he have to work by stealing
minutes from hours.

Political and Economic Ramifications of
Manipur’s Merger with India in 1949
By - Yumlembam Henba Singh
“By common endeavour,
we can raise the country
to new greatness, while
lack of unity will expose
us to unexpected
calamities…..”
- Sadar Patel’s letter to
princely rulers, 1947
Sadar Patel’s earnest call
eventually led to a ‘Union of
States’ called India. Manipur we
see today is incontestably the
ultimate corollary of the merger
with India in 1949. The once
sovereign kingdom has been
under the grasp of continued
spasm of turmoil and unrest.
The merger and henceforth
implementation of the larger
idea of India might have had
generated vacuum
in the eco-political scenario of
the state and further to the
society as well.
Merger of 1949
It is a well-known fact that the
merger of Manipur was marred
by both (a) procedural lapses
and (b) substantive lapses.
Maharaja Bodhachandra had
signed the Merger Agreement
on 21st September 1949
unde r d ur ess; to pu t in to
force from 15th October 1949.
Pr i o r t o t h i s , a n a n t i m o n a r c h y m o v e m e n t ha d
compelled the king to give way
to an elected legislature. The
legislative body as well as the
constitution were abolished
unceremoniously upon the
merger with India.
Amid the opposition, Manipur
was not given full statehood,
instead made a Part-C state
under a ‘Diwan’ appointed by
the centre. Later on, it was
upgraded to a Union Territory
i n 19 56 . U nsa t i sf i e d , t he
s e c e ss i o n i s t
movement
gathered momentum to an
armed revolution; only then
Mani pur w as given full
statehood in 1972 along with
Tripura and Meghalaya.

A chaotic society!
By: Thangminlun Haokip
We live each day, nev er
realising that this day would
someday become memories and
that this once living life would
one day end , as from ashes
shall we turn back to ashes
again, to lay down six feet below
the earth, never to be heard
again, never to live this life
again.
An era of social media and
science and technology, the
moment we get up from bed till
we go to bed at night, we are
filled and surrounded by people
from all walks of life. News
about wars and conflicts from
copious angles, news on rape
reported everyday somewhere
around the country, problems on
land conflicts and wars on drugs,
unstable political situations and
what not. Social media’s are
filled with these news, both
fortitude and forgery influencing
people’s mind to the extent that
what is seen on the screen
flattered our minds to believe
in something, whether be it a
fact or a fabricated news.
People live each day, just

hoping to live a better life or
may be much worser one than
today. Hope is something which
keeps us living and hopefully
alive to be a better version of
ourselves tomorrow. Hope is
being able to see that there is
light despite the darkness.
Hope being the only reason to
keep living.
Looking into the present
context of our society today, our
state in a smaller aspects,
conflicts and misunderstanding
between various tribes and
communities living within the
state have been a monotonous
scene. Bandhs and strikes,
dharmas and protests could be
called anytime, anywhere, by
anyone-any community when
their demands and rights are
forcefully or knowingly taken
awa y fr om th em b y th eir
neighbouring communities,
maybe for the sake of land
conflicts or on some issues for
which they are not in favour of;
which the society does not
accept. The present day issues
as such conflicts about the
demolition of Anglo-Kuki War
memorial stone and the removal

Letters, Feedback and Suggestions to ‘Imphal Times’
can be sent to our e-mail : imphaltimes@gmail.com. For
advertisement kindy contact: - 0385-3590330 (O). For time
being readers can reach the office at Cell Phone No. 9862860745
for any purpose.

2

of words insc ribe d as ‘In
defense of our ancestral land’,
have brought misunderstanding
and chaos between leaders and
the peo ple o f th is o nce
independent land. Some people
and scholars argued that it
would lead to the loss of the
long-history of the Kukis while
few is of the opinion that this
would bring a positive impact
towards the betterment of the
society.
A chaotic world- a chaotic
society we live in, makes it hard
for people to survive and live
life where love and peace are
replace by pride and wars,
where election are held and
con duct ed o n gr ound of
clanism, money and barrels;
where truth does not prevail and
the powerful and moneyful ruled
over the weaker and voiceless
section of the society, keeping
them remain silent just because
they ar e we ak a nd d own
trodden. When shall we live in
peace? When shall our society
embrace the past and look
forward for the future? When
would our leaders unite and
stand together as one and only
one. Be it our brave and strong
national armies (undergrounds)
, our leaders and we, the
people, it is never too late to
start a new and fresh journey
towards a peaceful and loving
coexistence among all.

Consequences
Contemporary situations and
issues surrounding Manipur may
be linked with the merger viz.
(a) insurgency and human rights
v io la ti o n , ( b ) f r am e w or k
agreement with NSCN (IM) and
demand for territorial integrity,
(c ) de man d fo r Inner Li ne
Permit or (d) Schedule Tribe
demand by the Meitei. The
i mp o sit i on o f a n al ie n
c on st it ut io n
an d
it s
overarching authority over the
state may have generated such
unfavourable responses.
The political atmosphere of the
sta t e u nde r to o k a dr a sti c
change under the Constitution
of India. The Quasi-federal
nature of the Constitution
t ant a mo unt
to
o v er centralisation by Delhi. Fali S.
Nariman in his book “The state
o f t he na ti o n ”, 2 013 ha s
highlighted the contradiction of
Article 1 with the Article 3 of
the Constitution. While Article
1 defines “India, that is Bharat,
shall be a union of states”,
A rt i c le 3 e m po w er s th e
Parliament to override the
states in the matter of altering
st ate b oundar ie s, nam ing,
merging or splitting states.
This is a clear example of
encroachment in the federal
character of the state.
It is the centre-state relation
and the Seventh Schedule of
t he C on sti t ut i o n o f In di a
(division of powers between
the Union and the States) that
shapes the political features of
Manipur. The political scenario
in the state has been such that
it replicates the one in the
centre. There has been a lack
of an offensive political agenda
that strikes the heart of the
people.
Dominance of the centre can be
seen in the complete overhaul
of the once self-sufficient
kingdom. The very economy of
the state has been dictated by
the centre leading to overdependency. The listing of
subjects under the Seventh
Schedule of the Constitution
and the various government
sche mes o r p o l ic i es ha s
rendered the state helpless.
T he so cal led Ce ntr a lly
Sponsored Schemes (CSS) and
t he go v er n me n t f l ag shi p
schemes such as MGNREGA
(Ma hatm a Gan dhi N atio nal
Rural Employment Guarantee
Act), PMAY (Pradhan Mantri
Awaj Yojana), NHM (National
Health Mission), One Nation
One Card, Motor Vehicles Act
e tc . h av e b ec o me m or e
enthusiastic. Numbers of the
schemes have its inroad into
the subject matter of the state
r easo n
b ei n g
‘ n at i o nal
priorities’. Such process acts
as a deterrent to the selfrealisation of a small state like
Manipur.
Moreover, to capture political
power in the states, naming the
schemes PM Yojana is a shrewd
agenda of the ruling power. The
Union Government spending of
nearly 12% of its annual budget
on CSS; the allocation of funds
to schemes and not to the
states causes uncertainty in the
stat e finance department.
Adding to this the 90:10 funding
scheme have made the state
more reliant on centre for its
d ev e lo p m en t . E v en th e
Panchayat needs finance from
the Union.
N ev e r th e less th e cur r en t
regime legitimisation of GST
(Goods and Services Tax) has
made the condition worsened.
The Union Government is yet to

compensate states Rs 2.35 lakh
crore GST shortfall in 2020-21.
It weakens the power of the
state to collect local taxes and
hence enfeebles its revenue
generating power. A small state
l ik e Ma nip u r w i th li m i te d
resources will
obviously succumb to the injury
o f r e ve n ue lo ss. Si mi lar
syst ems h av e bee n i n
operation since Manipur was
m er ge d t o t h e U ni on.
Complaints of gross negligence
by the centre to the state have
been falling to deaf ears.
How w il l a st at e wi t h n o
wherewithal to stand guard
itself expect to have a strong
political set up except to dance
to the tunes of the centre?
Unfortunately Manipur has not
been able to come out of this
“chakkravyu” yet. Questions
a re be i ng ask ed w he t her
Man ipur has been unde r a
neocolonial captive market of
the centre. To answer these
q ue st io ns M a nip ur ne e d a
robust political structure to
withstand any pressure.
If not merged
Hyp o t he t i cal l y sp ea k i ng,
Manipur have had the capacity
to stand for itself. Example of
small countries like Nepal and
Bhutan with their sovereign
power and well-founded foreign
relations can be considered.
Manipur could have mingled
w it h t he So ut h-E a st As ia n
countries easily.
There is no denying the fact
that the valley of Manipur is
fertile enough for agriculture,
particularly paddy to thrive.
T he 20 00 y ear s o f se lf sufficient Manipur before the
merger is a clear indication. All
we need is a little tweak in the
policy according to the given
period of time. Over and above
M an i pu r i s e nd ow e d w it h
m in e r al
re so ur c es
l ik e
chromite and uranium or even
oil and
p et r o le um w h ic h c a n b e
optimised for state revenue
generation.
Modern social issues such as
the hill-valley divide and the
i de n t it y c r isi s o r e t h ni c
polarisation could not have
existed altogether. Prior to
colonisation, harmony and
p ro sp er i ty exi ste d i n th e
kingdom of Manipur. The influx
of nonresidents could have
c he c ke d ea sily an d p e ac e
p re v ai l ed am o n g all th e
communities if an independent
political decision was made.
Way forward
Given the backdrop, Manipur
needs an agenda which is more
o n o f fen siv e an d le ss o n
reaction. To break the chain of
government-contractor
political set up, Manipur needs
an assertive inclusive policy
supported by the people.
It is high time for Manipur to
recall the CPI programme in
1948 un der Hijam Ir abot’s
l eg ac y o f ‘ ri gh t t o se lf determination’ if we are to
survive in this dubious modern
w or l d . St re n gth e nin g th e
p ri m a ry se c to r esp ec i a ll y
agricultural production will be
the pivotal step towards a selfsufficient Manipur. As the old
adage says “the greatest thing
in the world is to know how to
be self-sufficient”. This can
act as the stepping stone to
free the state from the muss
of over dependency.
Besides, the untapped natural
r eso urc es c an b e u ti li se d
purposefully. Also Manipur has
ample potential to grow in the
field of tourism industry with

t he God gi f t ed nat u ra l
b ea u t ie s. I t h a s l arg e
p os si bi lit i es t o g ene r at e
revenue if a well-documented
plan follows.
To consolidate the economic
front, Manipur will need to
adopt an inclusive sustainable
political agenda. A CentreState paradigm reformation is
the need of the hour to end the
political quagmire. Also the
state will require a greater
amount of autonomy to make
her self-decision. Centre’s
control over its policy making
decisions have been the main
issue that hinders political
o ut g r ow t h a n d u lt im a t el y
dependence upon the centre.
The fate of crucial bills such as
the ‘Manipur People’s Bill’ and
the ‘Anti Lynching Bill’ which
never gets the President assent
are signs of centre’s play over
the claim of larger interest of
the nation. But a small state
like Manipur needs to assert
their rights and protect its own
indigenous people to propel in
this competitive world order.
T he
un su st ain abl e
an d
unreliable political set up
running under the whims and
fancies of the centre created a
sense of loss of trust in the
democratic institution. It can
generate independent thinking
and could boost revolutionary
ideas as have been happening
in the state. Therefore politics
sho u l d f o cu s mo r e o n
g ov er na nce w it h a c t iv e
people’s involvement in the
decision making.
It will indeed take a lot of
chutzpah for Manipur to stand
up to the centre and demand
for political autonomy. But it
will be a risk worth taking.
Conclusion
T he
o ld
a ph o r is m
‘extraordinary times call for
extraordinary measures’ is in
fact imperative for Manipur. It
i s e xtr a o rd i n ar y be c a use
Manipur has been reeling in
this precarious situation for so
long and demands changes. The
outmoded style of dominance
by the centre if continued then
Manipur will lose its footings.
E xa m pl e f r om h ist or y o f
Manipur such as the ‘lallup’
system introduced during the
reign of king Pakhangba will be
a good consideration. The
o rga n iz ati o nal
se t
up ,
particularly, was exemplary as
it did g iv e p olit ical and
eco nomi c
st ability
and
sustain abil ity.
Suc h
a
programme of over the top
thinking is urgently required to
come out of this shambles.
A democratic political set up
wit h ce rtai n am ount of
autonomy should give some
room for improvement. Because
it is the real federal structures
that will allow a small state like
Man ipur to stand on its
decisions. The aim should be for
lon g te rm single po liti cal
demand with an accommodative
approach keeping in mind the
various communities and not
merely waiting for the centre to
chart our policies. Rather an
aggressive political voice should
send to Delhi to assert the
unarguable rights of Manipur.
‘Mi kap
t hokp a’
or
consciousness both politically
and economically should drive
Manipur on its way to self
determination.
(This write-up is one among
the two 3rd prize winner of
the on line essay
competition organized by
Imphal Times)

Imphal Times

Page No.

National News

Bharat Biotech’s Coronavirus
vaccine, “Covaxin”, cleared
for phase-III trials

Real life story
“Brothers in bad times”

IT Correspondent
New Delhi, Oct 23:
Covaxin, the coronavirus
vaccine being developed by
the Hyderabad-based
Bharat
Biotech
in
collaboration with the
Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR), has been
cleared for the third phase
of clinical trials.
Bharat Biotech had applied
to the Drugs Controller
General of India (DCGI) on
October 2, seeking its
permission to conduct
Phase-III trials for its
COVID-19
vaccine
candidate. The firm in its
application said that the
study would cover 28,500
subjects aged 18 years and
above and would be
conducted in 19 sites including Delhi, Mumbai,
Patna and Lucknow - across
10 states.
Besides, Bharat Biotech, an
indigenously developed
vaccine candidate by Zydus
Cadila Ltd is also in Phase
II of human clinical trials.
Also, the Pune-based
Serum Institute of India,
which has partnered with
AstraZeneca
for
manufacturing the Oxford
COVID-19
vaccine

By - Rabin Prasad Kalita

candidate,
is
also
conducting Phase II and III
human clinical trials of the
candidate in India.
In a report last month,
Bharat Biotech had said that
an animal study has shown
its vaccine candidate has
helped develop a strong
immune response to the
highly
infectious
coronavirus.
“To
summarise, the vaccine
candidate was found to
generate robust immune
responses.
Thus,
preventing infection and
disease in the primates
upon high amounts of
exposure to live SARS-CoV2 virus,” Bharat Biotech
posted on its website.
Though it was initially
planned that “Covaxin”
would be launched in the
market by August 15,

government officials later
told a Parliamentary
standing committee that
such a drug would not be
possible till at least next
year. Over 100 vaccines are
being developed and tested
to try to stop the COVID-19
pandemic, world over.
On Thursday, one of the
volunteers part of the
clinical trials of the
Univ ersity of Oxford’s
potential COVID-19 vaccine
that is seen by many as the
world’s leading candidate
died in Brazil but
authorities said that the
trial would continue. Oxford
confirmed the plan to keep
testing, saying in a
statement that after
careful assessment “there
have been no concerns
about safety of the clinical
trial.”

Now PM-Kisan scheme scam
in Maharashtra
By Raju Vernekar
Mumbai, Oct 23:
Close on the heels of a Rs
110
crore
Pradhan
M a n t r i K i s a n
S a m m a n N i d h i Yo j a n a
(PMKSNY) scam in Tamil
Nadu, a scam has surfaced
in Pune in Maharashtra and
the Union Government has
directed the Pune district
collector to recover Rs 14.07
crore deposited in banks in
the name of fictitious
beneficiaries.
Nearly 5.31 lakh farmers in
Pune had enrolled online
after the scheme was
announced in February this
year. Of these 16,118 were
found to be bogus
beneficiaries who included
tax payers, government
servants, professionals and
even dead persons, in 14
talukas.
Under the PMKSNY small
farmers with less than 5
acre land are given Rs 6,000
per year as assistance.
However during the scrutiny,
it was noticed that several
ineligible people had
enrolled themselves to
derive the benefit.
Now concerned staff
members of the revenue
department hav e been
asked to verify all the
records and recover the
money
from
bogus
beneficiaries, from their
possession. The action is
also being taken against
those involved in ov er
looking irregularities
In Tamil Nadu, the matter is
being investigated by CID
and 16 people have already
been arrested. Besides, Rs

1.3 crore have been
recovered from 2,685
ineligible farmers in Vellore.
Implemented by the Union
Ministry of Agriculture and
Farmers’ Welfare, the
PMKSNY is a Central Sector
scheme with 100% funding
from Government of India.
Under the Scheme an
income support of Rs.6000/
- per year is provided to
farmer families across the
country in three equal
instalments of Rs.2000/each every four months.
Definition of family for the
Scheme is husband, wife and
minor children. The entire
responsibility
of
identification of beneficiary
farmer families rests with
the
State
/
UT
Governments. The fund is
directly transferred to the
bank accounts of the
beneficiaries. Farmers
covered under the exclusion
criteria of the operational
guidelines are not eligible
for the benefit of the
Scheme.
For enrolment, the farmer
is required to approach the
local patwari / revenue
officer / Nodal Officer (PMKisan) nominated by the
State Government. The
Common Service Centres
(CSCs) have also been
authorized to do registration
of the farmers for the
scheme upon payment of
fees. Farmers can also do
their self-registration
through the Farmers’
Corner in the portal. They
can also edit their names in
PM-Kisan database as per
their Aadhaar database /
card through the Farmers’

Corner in the portal. They
can also know the status of
their payment through the
Farmers’ Corner in the
portal.
Taluka wise break up of
fictitious beneficiaries and
amount recoverable in Pune
district:
Ambegaon.beneficiaries-1171Recoverable AmountRs.104,62,000, Baramati.beneficiaries-2394Recoverable AmountRs.2,14,86,000, Bhor.beneficiaries-633Recoverable AmountRs.5,506000,
Daund.beneficiaries-1673Recoverable AmountRs.152,56,000, Haveli.beneficiaries-692Recoverable AmountRs.64,12,000, Indapur.beneficiaries-1037Recoverable AmountRs.88,56,000, Junnarbeneficiaries-2140Recoverable AmountRs.1,75,98,000, Khedbeneficiaries-1473Recoverable AmountRs.1,30,52,000, Mawalbeneficiaries-538Recoverable AmountRs.4998,000,
Mulshibeneficiaries-830Recoverable AmountRs.72,40,000, Purandarbeneficiaries-1340Recoverable AmountRs.1,10,50,000, Shirurbeneficiaries-1925Recoverable AmountRs.1,64,40,000, Velhabeneficiaries-272Recoverable AmountRs.23,48,000.
Total
beneficiaries 16,118- total
amount recoverable-Rs.
14,704,000.
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Evening, after closing
the shop, Ritesh used to
c al l hi s al l t h r ee
unwaged friends often
to his chill-out room to
enjoy some good times.
Frequently they met at
a preset time, enjoyed
playing carom, cards,
and seldom small-scale
parties.
Based on his inherited
w ea l t h, Ri t e sh w a s
sufficiently earning out
o f hi s r e a d y m a d e
garment outlet as well
as half a dozen rented
out shops. Though his
flow of income was
much better of his other
three friends, in spite
of that he was tenderhearted. A government
j o b w as h i s f i r st
preference rather than
c o n t i nu i n g w i t h hi s
bequeathed business.
The
p ec un i a r y
conditions of Mukesh,
Beni, and Amit were
almost the same. Not so
g o o d b u t w a s o k ay.
These childhood friends
who graduated from the
same college were kept
on hunting for jobs.
Every so often, they
applied for jobs as per
the
e d uc a t i o n a l
st anda rd bu t i n th is
c o m p e t i t i v e c ar ee r
market, they were left
a few steps behind and
remained unemployed
till then.
Out of the four, Amit
w as m o r e ad e p t a t
playing carom, hence
of tt im es o n hi s ow n
i nt e r e st , h o o k ed i n
making the set ready.
They used to burn two
o r t h r e e f a gs w h i le
playing carom and inbetween Beni’s lovingly
rubbed
l um p s
of
‘khaini’ was an added
dose
to
t h ei r
amusement.
Beni’s turn came amid.
A f t e r p o c k et i n g t he
q ue e n , h e h ad t o
confirm it by dropping
a white carom man, but
he missed. “Damn it!
Ritesh please pass me
the cancer stick for a
p uf f ”, Be n i u t t e r ed
being a little displeased
after missing out on his
h i t . He ha d a p o t t y
mouth and talked slang,
whenever he opens his
lips. Took a long gust,
and then passed around
the coffin nail to Amit
and others.
Keeping the half-burnt
ciggy in between the
clip of his left-hand
fingers, Amit aimed the
striker with his righthand index finger at a
b la c k c a r o m m an
tow ards the pock et.
“Dears, I have decided
to go for a year-long
h o t el m a n ag e m en t
course to Goa as I told

you all some months back
and the time has come to
leave off you al l”, he
intimated after releasing
the striker.
Three of them knocked for
si x w i t h h i s a b r up t
decision and said “Are
you
sur e
or
you
imagined?”
“Not envisioning dears, I
have already committed
to move on next week and
thereafter no more wait
f o r a j o b ”, w o r d ed
reaffirming them.Okay, if
this is your final choice,
t h e n y o u m u st h a v e
thought well! We all wish
you luck!
‘Let’s, this pleasure be
celebrated in Ramlalji’s
Dh a b a f r o m m y s i d e
to da y’, v oic ed ou t by
Ritesh blowing a mouthful
of spiral smoke up.
The three laughed aloud,
and mentioned, oh dear;
we swindlers are always
living on your bread. Wish
we could treat you once!
Stop talking nonsense you
tramps; wind up the game
fast and follow me to the
Dhaba. They ceased the
unfinished game for now
and trailed Ritesh.
On e d ay w i t h t h e i r
soaking eyes, they saw
Amit off for Goa. They
were sad about leaving
the company of playful
Amit. He took leave from
his childhood friends, for
realizing the dream he
adorned.
The incidence of meeting
r est
thr ee
fr i e nd s
gradually lessened than
before. Playing carom
became the matter of past
and the board laid packed.
On watching, how three
hundred and sixty-fiv e
days gone by, it was not
known. Until that time,
Amit cleared his course
with flying color and got
absorbed in a prominent
hotel in Mumbai.
Over-here, Mukesh too
left for Guwahati on one
of his uncle’s calls. A short
w hi l e af t e r r ea c h i n g
there, he started his own
b us i n e ss v e nt ur e o f
packers and movers in a
small way. Ritesh backed
him financially to start the
p ro je c t to th e w id est
possible.
After one and a half years
of stay in Mumbai, Amit
got a chance to fly to Paris
with a lucrative offer.
B ei n g
a
culinary
specialist, especially in
Indian cuisines, he was
directly recruited, by a
frontline hotel. For two
y ea r s,
he
w o r k ed
diligently over there, and
in sync, he was planning
to open a restaurant by
himself. He thought of a
big deal of staying in a
foreign land.
Incubating indomitable
guts, he kept himself busy
in
obtaining
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e
obligations, a convenient
p la c e,
a nd
o t he r
information for a startup.
But the biggest problem
before him was to raise a
huge fund, to begin with.
After thinking a lot, he
dialed his intimate friend
R i t e s h w i t h h o p e a nd
br ie fe d him a bo ut h is
plan. And then Amit asked

if he could bless him by
lending some money for
making his dream into
success.
“Idiot, speak out your
pain, how much do you
need?” Ritesh spoke with
an upbeat vibe.
“Brother, it’s a bit big
amount for you I guess.
Roughly I’m in short of
rupees twenty lakhs. If it
is beyond your capacity,
please let me know, I shall
try out other sources,
‘cause I don’t want to see
y ou in t ro u bl e”, A mi t
spoke sweetly.
“Okay-okay, just give me
a week time to think about
it”, Ritesh replied from
the other end being a little
solicitous.
Exactly in the weekend, on
to his surprise, Amit got
t he h ap p y n ews f ro m
Ritesh assuring him not to
worry; he will manage the
amount that he sought for.
“Ace buddy, how did you
m é n a g e suc h a h u g e
amount so soon? Trust me
Ritesh, feeling short of
words to pay my gratitude
to you”, Amit expressed
being besieged in a flash.
“Just shut Amit and pay
a t t e nt i o n t o w h at i s
important, and leave the
superfluous. I’m sick of
l i s t en i n g
to
any
a p p r e c i a t i o n ” , R i t es h
verbalized to keep his
spirit high.
Alright Ritesh, but I would
like to tell you about my
difficulty that you have to
tolerate me for at least
two years, I won’t be able
to return to you before
that, just think of it too.
“It’s Okayed my buddy;
get your dream restaurant
opened at all speed. Even
after this, if you face any
trouble, don’t hesitate to
dial me back. Good luck.”
L i k e w i se , t w o y e a r s
passed by watching. Apart
from talking over phones
while staying far off from
each other, they could not
m e et p hy si c a ll y. B e n i
r e m ai n e d w i t h R i t es h
since then. Even after
two and a half years, Amit
was silent to repay his
loaned amount owed from
Ri tesh until the n. B ut
Ritesh never even told
him about it by mistake.
One day, suddenly Amit
appeared right in front of
him.
The
my r i ad
happiness of Ritesh was
on the seventh heaven
se e i n g h i s c h i ld h o o d
brother all of a sudden.
Words were not enough to
describe their reunion
after quite a few years.
But what did Amit saw? He
sa w a b i g d i f f er e n c e
between the Ritesh of
that day and the earlier
one. It didn’t take long
for
him
to
sm e l l
som ethin g wr ong. The
whole ambiance was a bit
strange.
He w as st a y i ng i n a
rented house nearby to
his own building that had
b ee n k e p t o n t h e
mortgage for a period of
five years for a lump-sum
amount to one of the rich
men of his locality. He had
no other option remained
to help his friend Amit
t h e n. A s
per
the
agreement, Ritesh was to

v ac at e t he b uildi ng ,
u nt i l t he t i m e t he
borrowed amount was
not
r e t u r n ed .
In
accordance with the deal
was to return the sum
within the time frame or
else, there was a risk of
losing Ritesh’s entire
property. Keeping all
p ai n s se a l e d i n hi s
heart, he did not let
a ny o ne k n o w t hi s
secrecy, except Beni who
was working along with
him.
This man Ritesh is not
a simple human being;
he is an angel, being
emotionally hugged him
again with his wet eyes.
Amit was taken aback
thinking, what are all
q ua l i t i e s
do
o ne
r e q u i r e s, w h i c h c an
make a man sacrifice
h i s e nt i r e m a t e r i al
p o s s es si o n s f o r hi s
friends. Even then, he
didn’t let his heart feel
to draw in his face.
Amit soon got Ritesh
free from all debts. Not
only did he returned his
entire wealth but also
b o u g h t a no t h e r b i g
market across the road
for him. Furthermore,
he invited both Ritesh
and Beni to join him to
look after his extended
restaurants in Paris.
“I wish I could make it
work”; staying there,
Ritesh wanted to take
care of his ancestral
property and the august
gift that received as a
token of love from his
friend. He allowed Beni
t o a c c o m p a n y hi m
instead.
By the time, Muk esh
also reached there and
all four met again in the
same den where they
used to meet often. To
m a k e t h e i r r eu n i o n
memorable, Beni tinted
the room like a bride to
m a ke
it
worth
celebrating. Then the
c ar o m t ha t ke p t b y
R i t e s h f o r y ea r s a s
r e m i n i sc e n c e ,
was
unpacked and placed in
t h e m i d d l e . P la y e d ,
b oo ze d , sm oke d an d
they became thoughtful
remembering their past
happenings. They were
wrapped-up in immense
h ap p i ne ss
me e t i ng
physically after several
years.
Taking care of their own
businesses in different
places, the time had
come for them to leave.
Hence they seriously
thought it won’t be
right to leave Ritesh
unaided. While staying
there; they all got him
married to his dream
lady within a fortnight,
because no one knew
when the chance to meet
all of them together will
come again.
Winding-up their catchy
stay, they bade with a
farewell from Ritesh to
their respective places,
promising to meet him
a ga i n a t t h e s am e
hangout soon.
(The writer is an ExAir Warrior. He can be
reached at E-mail:
rabin1966@gmail.com)

Imphal Times

Page No.

4

Barring tourists, Govt allows all foreign DAMMS demands exclusive
and Indian nationals to travel to India quotas for Pangal students
IT Correspondent
New Delhi, Oct. 23:
The Ministry of Home
Affairs on Thursday relaxed
visa restrictions allowing
more categories of foreign
nationals and Indian
nationals to v isit the
country for any purpose
except on tourist visa.
The graded relaxation
allows all foreign nationals
as well as all Overseas
Citizen of India (OCI),
Person of Indian Origin
(PIO) card holders to travel
to the country via air or
sea, through authorized
airports and seaport
immigration check posts.
The government also said
that it has restored all
existing
visa
with
immediate effect, except
electronic visa, tourist visa
and medical visa. If the
validity of such visas has

expired, fresh visas of
appropriate categories can
be obtained from Indian
Mission/Posts concerned,”
the MHA said.
OCI and foreign nationals
can enter the country
through authorised air or
water routes, including
flights operated under the
Vande Bharat Mission air
transport
bubble
arrangements or by any
non-scheduled commercial
flights as allowed by the
Ministry of Civil Aviation.
“In view of the situation
arising out of the COVID-19
pandemic, the Government
of India had taken a series
of steps to curtail the
inward and outward
movement of international
passengers since February,
2020.
Foreign
and
Indian
nationals can avail flights
operating under the Vande

Bharat Mission and Air
Transport
Bubble
arrangements or by any
non-scheduled commercial
flights as allowed by the
Ministry of Civil Aviation to
enter or exit the country.
However, all such travellers
will be required to follow
the COVID-19 related
guidelines issued by the
Union Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare. This
decision will enable foreign
nationals to come to India
for various purposes such
as business, conferences,
em ploy ment , st udie s,
researc h,
m edic al
purposes etc,” the MHA
said.
If the validity of such visas
has expired, fresh visas of
appropriate categories can
be obtained from Indian
Mission/Posts concerned.
For eign
nat ionals
intending to visit India for

medical treatment can
apply for a Medical Visa
including for their medical
attendants. Therefore,
this decision will enable
foreign nationals to come
to Ind ia f or v ario us
purposes such as business,
conferences, employment,
stud ies,
r es ea r c h,
medical purposes etc.”
the statement read.
T h e go v er n m e n t h ad
taken steps to curtail the
air travel both inward and
outward from February.
International flights were
suspended in India since
March 23. The domestic
air travel was resumed
from May 25 onwards,
nearly two months after
the suspension of flight.
T h e f li g ht s i ni t i a l l y
operated at 33 per cent of
it s ca pacit y and we re
later increased to 45 per
cent.

NNPGs expecting substantial
developments soon
Agency
Kohima, Oct 23:
Yet another round of
consultative meetings
between the Government
of India’s representative
and
the
Working
Committee (WC) NNPGs
was held today at the
Rhododendron Hall, at
Police
Complex,
Chümoukedima, today. The
hour-long meet between
the Working Committee,
led by Convenor N Kitovi
Zhimomi, and Interlocutor
for Naga Peace Talks RN
Ravi, was held against the
backdrop of strong-worded
statements and counters by
the NSCN-IM and the
NNPGs, and a plain
dismissal of the talks by
the NSCN(Yang Aung) group.

The closed-door meeting,
Co-convenor, Working
Committee (WC) of Naga
National Political Groups
(NNPGs) Isak Sumi was
optimistic
about
“substantial developments
soon.” “We have not set
any time frame; so many
complicated things are
happening at the same
time, but positive that
things will happen at the
earliest,” he stated. On
whether the Centre would
go ahead and ink a deal
w it h o ut t he N SC N - IM ,
Sumi said that the Nagas
want an early solution and
whether the NSCN-IM will
be a part of the early
solution or not is a call the
Government of India would
have to take. “80 to 90%
of Nagas are for an early

solution, and that has
been affirmed again and
again; It’s what the people
want”. But, he went on to
add, “My perception is
that GoI doesn’t want
anybody to be left out of
the final solution”. On the
N SC N ( YA )
gr o up’s
statement that the Naga
political groups engaged
in political talks with the
GoI have lost all “political
wisdom”, the Co-convenor
of the Working Committee
sai d th at w h il e the
NSCN(YA) have their own
ideology, it is a different
matter whether the people
accept their ideology or
not. “The people have
a lr e ad y
gi v en
the
m an d a te f or an e a rly
solution, so whoever is
not for the solution, is not

for the people”.The NSCN
Yung Aung group, banned
by th e Governme nt of
India, in a statement on
Wednesday stated that the
Naga political talks are
headed for a “disastrous
failure.” The group also
sta t e d t h at t he N ag a
political groups have lost
political wisdom as “they
have long since deleted
the word sovereignty from
their political diaries.”
Isak Sumi informed that
today’s meeting was to
reason together to find a
way forward so as not to
delay the solution. The
Wor king
C o m mi t te e
c on t i nu e d t o h ud dl e
together for over an hour
after the departure of
Interlocutor RN Ravi from
the meeting hall.

International News

Obama criticises Trump for his
handling of Covid-19 pandemic
Agency
Washington, Oct. 23:
Former President of US
Barack Obama criticised
President Donald Trump for
his handling of the Covid19 pandemic and also
targeted him for his
business dealings in China.

In his first campaign for
Democratic presidential
nominee Joe Biden, Obama
urged Americans to vote for
Biden and Kamala Harris,
saying they would bring
character and leadership
back to government.
Obama is scheduled to hold
several rallies for the

Democratic candidates in
the run up to the November
3 election.
Meanwhile, Trump and
Biden will faceoff in their
second and final debate
tomorrow in Tennessee.
During the 90-minute
meeting, each candidates
will be muted while the

other delivers responses to
each of the six debate
topics.
At least 35 million people
have already cast their
ballots, according to
University of Florida’s US
Election Project, more than
a fourth of the total 2016
vote.

Bangladesh maritime ports asked to hoist
warning signal 4 as deep depression over Bay
of Bengal continues
Agency
Dhaka, Oct 23:
The Bangladesh Met
Depa rtme nt (B MD) has
asked the marit im e
p o r t s a t C o x ’s B a z a r,
M ongla and Pay ra t o
keep hoisted the local
warning signal number 4
in view of the deep
depression over the Bay
of Bengal.
In it s spec ial weath er
bulletin released at 9.00

a.m. on Friday, the BMD
sai d that t he d eep
d ep r essi o n
over
Northwest Bay and
adjoining areas has
moved northeastwards.
It was now centred about
445 ki lo metres f ro m
C hat t og r am a n d C o x’s
Bazar
por ts,
240
kilometres from Mongla
port and 280 kilometre
from Payra port.
The BMD predicted
sustained wind speed of

about 50 kilometres per
hour (kmph) within 48
kilometre of the deep
depression centre rising
t o 6 0 km p h i n gu s t s/
s q u al l s . T h e b u l l e t i n
warned that the low lying
areas of the coastal
districts of Bangladesh
and their offshore
islands ‘chars’ are likely
to be inundated by the
wind driven surge of 3-5
feet above normal tide.
The bulletin adv ised

fishi ng
boats
and
trawlers over north bay
and deep sea not to
venture in deep sea.
In the meanwhile, large
parts of Banglad esh
continued to receive rain
and thund ershow ers
under the impact of the
depression over the Bay
of Bengal. Drizzling has
continued in the capital
city Dhaka for more than
24 hours till Fr iday
morning.

at DM College

IT News
Imphal, Oct 23:
Pin
pointing
out
irregularities
while
selecting list for Admission
to B.Sc, B.A 1st semester for
the academic session at
D.M. College by the DM
Univ ersity the Delhi
Association of Manipuri
Muslim Students (DAMMS)
has
demanded
the
government an exclusive
quota for the Pangal
students
in
higher
education admissions in the
view that representing
rightfully by acknowledging
the
community’s
shortcomings would be
contributing to the
inclusive development of
all. The student body also
demanded the concerned
authority of the D.M
University to postpone the
counseling date for the
selected
candidates
immediately, revise the
provisional list and release
a new one at the earliest
ensuring
fewer
shortcomings and more
transparency.
A statement of the

student’s body said that on
October 19, D.M University
has
released
its
provisionally selected list
to be admitted in B.Sc 1st
Semester and B.A 1st
Semester in D.M College,
Imphal for the academic
session 2020-21, based on
the marks obtained in the
class-12 Examination. The
admission process is
supposed to be done in the
middle part of the year
howev er, due to the
pandemic it has been
compelled to be done now
which is understandable. In
the list of nearly 950
students,
lots
of
shortcomings have come
across. Some of them are
pointed out below:-There are names who have
the same marks repeated
more than once.
-There are names which
can never be a Pangal
(Muslim) name but has
been tagged with OBC-MP
against their names.
-There are sections which
have not been mentioned in
which
category
i.e
unreserved, OBC, SC, or ST
-he/she has been selected.

Apart from the abov e
shortcomings, there are
issues that many who
deserved to be in the list
have not been included.
Since the university says
the candidates are selected
on the basis of their class12 marks how come the
students who got lesser
marks are enlisted over the
ones who got more?
And more interestingly only
25 students from the Pangal
community are lucky
enough to make into the list
of nearly 950 students (both
arts and science combine).
It cannot be taken simply
b ec a use m a ny h av e
applied yet failed to be
enlisted despite getting
higher marks than many
of their counterparts who
g ot enl i st e d . I t i s
considered a deliberate
act of marginalising the
Pan ga l c om m uni t y b y
a vo i d ing th e yo u nge r
generations of Pangals
from getting admission. It
is a grave concern that in
a reputed institution like
D.M College Pangals are
not able to get admission
rightfully.

State Disaster Helpline Toll
Free Number 1070
DIPR
Imphal,Oct 23:
The incessant rain for last
few days at most places of
Manipur have led to the
increase of water level of

most rivers at ‘ Warning
Level’.
Director, Relief and Disaster
Management, Manipur has
open a toll free telephone
number 1070(can call from
all networks except JIO) as

Standard Disaster Helpline
in the State Emergency
Operation Centre (SEOC) of
the office. At the same
time, telephone number
0385-2443441 is also
available.

PM Modi launches his election
campaign for Bihar assembly
elections from Sasaram
Agency
Patna, Oct 23:
Prime Minister and Senior
BJP leader Narendra Modi
has said that the voters of
Bihar have taken a resolve
that they won’t let those who
have a history of making the
state ‘Bimaru’ come near
them. He was addressing his
first rally to launch the
electoral campaign for the
State Assembly Elections at
Dehri-on-Sone in Sasaram
today.
Mr Modi said, NDA
government abrogated
Article 370, but the
opposition wants it back. He
categorically said, the
government is firm on this
decision. He said, opposition
is also misguiding people
over new Farm Laws. Mr
Modi said, Mandi and MSP
are excuses for the
opposition as it wants to
save the brokers and
middlemen.
Mr Modi said, the people who
once ruled Bihar are again
looking at the developing
state with their greedy eyes.
But, Bihar must not forget
who pushed them backward,
that was the time when
there was worsening law and
order
situation
and
corruption in the state. He
exhorted people to vote for

the National Democratic
Alliance to speed up the
ongoing development works
in the state. Mr. Modi said,
Nitish Kumar-led NDA
Government in the state is
essential for prosperity of
the people of the state. He
congratulated the people of
Bihar for their strong fight
against COVID-19.
Addressing another election
meeting at Gaya, Prime
Minister and Senior BJP
leader Narendra Modi
slammed
the
Mahagathbandhan for
supporting Naxals. Mr. Modi
said, in the last few years, a
lot of efforts and strict

actions have been taken to
limit the activities of Naxals
in the country. Naxal
presence has now been
restricted to limited areas.
Mr Modi further said that the
NDA is committed to
empowering Bihar. He said,
the opposition is rattled by
development measures
undertaken
by
NDA
Government.
Mr Modi will be holding rally
in Bhagalpur later. In an
effort to reach out to
maximum possible people
amid the ongoing Covid-19
pandemic, the BJP is
telecasting Mr Modi’s rallies
digitally in Bihar.

Lost
I have lost my admit card bearing roll no. 22444 and
registration no. 16989 of 2018 issued by COHSEM on
the way between Nagamapal to Manipur University on
22nd October 2020. Finders are requested to handover
the same to the undersigned.
Sd/Vikramjit Elam

Name Changed
I, the undersigned do hereby declared that I
have renounced, relinquished, and abandoned the use
of my old name Khollhing Haokip as I have assumed
my new name Nemkholhing Haokip.
Sd/Nemkholhing Haokip
Phaipijang Hebron Veng , Langol
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