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Manipur Pradesh Congress
Committee staged sit in
protest against
controversial farmers bill
IT News
Imphal, October 2:
Manipur Pradesh Congress
Committee staged a sit in
protest in front of the
Congress Bhavan located at
BT Road, Imphal today
against
the
three
controversial Farmers Bill
which were recently passed
in the Parliament. CLP
Leader Okram Ibobi, MPCC
President Moirangthem
Okendro, CWC member
Gaikhangam among others
take part in the protest,
which also observed the
Kishan Mazdoor Bachao
Divas. The sit in protest
was organized keeping in
line with the SOP of COVID19.
The sit in protest is against

the 3 Bills viz Farmers’
Produce
Trade
and
Commerce (Promotion and
Facilitation) Bill, 2020 and
the Farmers (Empowerment
and Protection) Agreement
of Price Assurance and
Farm Services Bill, 2020
which was recently passed

in the Parliament.
MPCC
President
Moirangthem Okendro,
demanded immediate
withdrawal of the said 3
Bills and stated that the
Bills are anti-people which
will only benefit select key
players only.

Monthly Crime meeting of
Thoubal District Police
conducted today
IT News
Thoubal, Oct. 2:
The monthly Crime Meeting
of Thoubal District Police
for October 2020 was
conducted today in which
the following points were
discussed : the upcoming
Bye-Election in Lilong and
Wangjing-Tentha ACsmodel code of conduct,
defacement of public
properties, deposit of
licensed arms, security
requirements
and
deployments etc. During
the meeting, case disposal
during September, 2020
was also discussed, which,
according to records,
Thoubal District Police could
submit 13 Charge Sheets
(CSs) against the target set
of 15 and 30 Final Reports
(FRs) against target set of
32 FRs. During September
2020, CDO Thoubal seized
40,000 banned World is
Yours (WY) tablets, 50 gms
of Heroin powder, 73,200
packets of Gudang Garam
International cigarettes,
11,500 packets of Dun hill
London Cigarettes, 304
nos. of illegal cough syrup
bottles, some litres of DIC
liquors, arrested 10 drug
smugglers, 2 tobacco
product smugglers along
with 2 Tata Tippers, 2 cars
and one 2-wheeler vehicle.
The department also
collected a fine of Rs.
1,94,350/- for the month of
September,2020 from those
persons who were not
wearing face masks and
under MV Act.
The following Annual awards
as gifts and appreciation
letters have also been
distributed: Best Police

Station for the year, 2020Lilong Police Station. Best
Investigating Officer 2020SI N. Sudhir Singh of
Thoubal PS. Best CDO
Commander- Havildar Md.
Kamal Hassan. Best DHQ

Thoubal staff- HC T. Ratan
Singh of RO staff. Thoubal
District Police also bid
farewell to Inspector Ajit
Singh, OC Lilong PS who has
been transferred out of the
District.
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Nation pays homage to Mahatma
Gandhi and Lal Bahadur Shastri on
their Birth Anniversary today

Agency
New Delhi, Oct 2:

A grateful nation is paying
homage to Father of the
Nation, Mahatma Gandhi on
his 151st Birth Anniversary
today. A series of activities
are being organized across
the country and also around
the Globe. Many virtual
events are being held in view
of COVID-19 pandemic.
A Sarva Dharma Prarthana
Sabha was organized at
Rajghat, the Samadhi of
Mahatma Gandhi in the
National Capital. President
Ram Nath Kovind and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi paid
floral tributes to Bapu at the
Raj Ghat.
Mahatma Gandhi’s Birth
Anniversary is also observed
as the International Day of
Non-Violence.
In a message, President
appealed to the people to
resolve to re-dedicate
themselves to the welfare
and progress of the nation.
He also appealed people to
follow the Mantra of truth
and non-violence, and build
a clean, capable, strong and
prosperous India and make
Mahatma Gandhiji’s dreams
come true.
In a tweet, Vice President M.
Venkaiah Naidu said, Bapu,
through his life and
teachings showed people the
path of truth, love and
selfless service to mankind.
He said, Mahatma Gandhi’s
idea of Antyodaya guides us
to work for the uplift of the
last person.
Paying tributes to Father of
the Nation, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said, we bow
to beloved Bapu on Gandhi
Jayanti. He said, there is
much to learn from his life
and noble thoughts. The
Prime Minister hoped that
Bapu’s ideals will keep
guiding us in creating a
prosperous
and
compassionate India.
The nation is also
remembering former Prime
Minister Lal Bahadur Shastri
on his 116th Birth

Anniversary today. President
Ram Nath Kovind and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi paid
floral tributes to the former
Prime Minister at his samadhi
in Vijay Ghat.
President, Vice President and
Prime Minister paid tributes to
former Prime Minister Lal
Bahadur Shastri on his 116th
Birth Anniversary.
In a tweet, President Ram Nath
Kovind said, a great son of
India, Lal Bahadur Shastri
served the nation with

exceptional dedication. He
said, Lal Bahadur Shastri’s
fundamental role in the Green
Revolution, the White
Revolution and his wartime
leadership continues to inspire
the nation.
Vice President M. Venkaiah
Naidu said, Lal Bahadur Shastri
was an epitome of simplicity,
humility and wisdom. Mr Naidu
said, he steered the nation
through critical times with his
exemplary leadership. He said,
Shastri Ji’s clarion call of ‘Jai

Jawan-Jai Kisan’ energized an
entire nation to fight internal
and external threats faced by
the nation.
In a tweet, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said, Lal
Bahadur Shastri Ji was humble
and firm. He said, Shastri Ji
epitomized simplicity and
lived for the welfare of our
nation. The Prime Minister
said, we remember him on
his Jayanti with a deep sense
of gratitude for everything
he has done for India.

State celebrates Gandhi Jayanti

National Cleanliness Day
observed across the state

IT News
Imphal, Oct. 2:
Celebrating Gandhi Jayanti
and National Cleanliness
Day 2020, Chief Minister
N. Biren Singh led others
in paying floral tributes to
the statue of Mahatma
Ga ndhi
at
Gand hi
Memorial Hall, Imphal
today.
Deputy Chief Minister Y.
Joy kuma r,
C abinet
Ministers, MLAs, Chief
Secretary, DGP and various
high ranking officials also
offered their tribute to
Mahatma Gandhi.
Lat er, C hief Minister
fla gged
off
Ind ia

Cycle4Change Challenge
fr om C ity Conv enti on
Center, Konung Mamang,
Imphal. The cycle rally is to
spread the principles and
ideals of Gandhiji to the
people of the State. The
cy cle rall y wo uld be
covering various parts of
the Imphal city.
Speaking to the media
persons, Chief Minister
appealed to the people of
the State to celebrate
Gandhi Jaya nti and
National Cleanliness Day
2020 across the State. He
remembered the Father of
the Nation for his struggle
for independence from the
clu tches
of
Brit ish

colonialism. He mentioned
th at r ecognizi ng h is
philosophy of Ahimsa, the
International Day of NonViolence is being observed
under the aegis of United
Nations across the world.
The Chief Minister along
wit h Minister for YAS
Let pao
Haok ip
a nd
Minister for Social Welfare
Okram Henry inspected the
work progress for setting
up of a Covid Care Centre
at Bal Bhawan, Khuman
Lampak. Chief Minister
checked the furniture and
other amenities including
toilet facilities of the
upc omin g Cov id C are
Centre.

India caps prices of medical oxygen amid rising COVID cases
IT Correspondent
New Delhi, Oct 2:
In view of the increased
demand for treating Covid19 patients, the National
Pharmaceutical Pricing
Authority (NPPA), which
regulates drug prices in the
country, has capped the
prices of medical oxygen
and oxygen cylinders over
complaints of black
marketing and hoarding,
The price, at present, has
been capped for a period of
six months, to ensure the
av ailability of medical
oxygen at reasonable
prices, since many states
are dependent on medical
oxygen supply from other
states.

As a result, the ex-factory
price of liquid medical
oxygen
at
the
manufacturers’ end has
been capped at Rs15.22 per
cubic metre, exclusive of
GST and the ex-factory
cost of medical oxygen
cylinder at the filler end has
been capped at Rs25.71 per
cubic metre, exclusive of
GST.
“As of now, there is no
supply shortage. However,
since major oxygen
manufactures in the
country are not equitably
distributed, it is pertinent
to
take
proactiv e
measures to ensure there is
no shortage in future,
given the increasing
demand for the oxygen, a

senior government official
said.
For example, Delhi, which
does not have an oxygen
manufacturing unit gets its
supply from Haryana,
Rajasthan
and
Uttarakhand. Punjab gets
its supply from Haryana,
Madhya Pradesh from
Rajasthan, Gujarat from
Maharashtra; while Andhra
Pradesh and Telangana get
most of their supplies from
Karnataka.
The demand for medical
oxygen has gone up almost
four times, from 750
metric tonnes per day to
2,800 metric tonnes daily,
causing a strain across the
production and supply
chain. “The supply of

medical oxygen through
cylinders has increased
from 10% to around 50%.
Price regulation at this end
is imperativ e for the
continued availability of
medical oxygen across the
country,” the Union ministry
of chemicals and fertilisers
said in a statement.
Adequate
and
uninterrupted supply of
medical oxygen is an
important pre-requisite for
managing moderate and
severe cases of Covid-19,
with about 6% of the Covid19 patients, including
those in intensive care units
(ICUs) and on mechanical
ventilators, require oxygen
therapy at any given time.
The Centre has also

constituted an interministerial empowered
committee
to
take
measures, including setting
up a control room to
monitor supply and demand
of oxygen on a real-time
basis,
to
ensure
availability. The committee
comprises members from
the Union health ministry,
department for promotion
of industry and internal
trade, department of
pharmaceuticals
and
ministry of textiles, among
others.
The measures taken by the
committee include the
provision for a 24×7 green
corridor for movement of
liquid medical oxygen
tankers between states, so

that
there
is
an
“unrestricted
and
unhindered” movement of
tankers. The entry of heavy
vehicles ferrying the
tankers into the city limits
during the day has also been
permitted, to cut down on
turnaround time.
States have also been
advised to ensure facilitywise or hospital-wise
oxygen
inventory
management and advance
planning, for timely
replenishment so that there
is continuous availability.
Also, micro-level planning
is to be done to maintain
oxygen pipelines and
oxygen manufacturing
units, so that there is no
leakage of oxygen.
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International Day of Non-Violence
An apology to the
event of Sept 21
- a probable solution
to the armed conflict
in Manipur
One Indian leader people across the world including
those in this part of the country, where more than two
dozen armed groups are still waging armed struggle
for segregation of the region from mainland India,
and where the armed insurgents are always boycotting
any attempts at Indianisation of the region, is the
Indian Father of the Nation – “Mohandas Karamchand
Gandhi”. It is pertinent to ponder on the reason people
of this region particularly those waging war against
the government of India for showing respect to
Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi. Having said so, when
the think tank of the government of India utilised
Gandhi as a tool to amalgamate and suppress the armed
insurgency movement, people of the region had
witnessed boycotting of the observance of the birthday
of the warrior of non-violence, not because this person
whom the country lovingly call “Bapu” and whom the
world knows as father of the Indian nation is not
respected, but because his humane cause and respect
for all people across the subcontinent has been
misinterpreted and abused for narrow political ends.
Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi had waged war against
the mighty British Empire using the most powerful and
unconventional weapon called “non-violence
movement”. Leaving aside all factors that provoked
the British to leave the over 554 princely states they
accumulate and reign as India, Mahatma Gandhi was
the sole person whom the British rule consider as the
main factor for the British parliament passing the Indian
Independent Act.
After the British left, people across the country
acknowledged that it was Gandhi that make India as a
nation. The Nation building process of India affected
by the leaders after the British left was not at all
satisfactory to all the princely states. Forget about
Hyderabad, the manner in which Manipur was annexed
still hurts many forcing thousands to go underground
to wage war against the Indian Union for restoration
of its independence.
It is black and white that Manipur was not merged but
annexed by the Indian authority. This is one reason for
those against the annexation observing October 15 as
Black Day as it was on this day of 1949 that Manipur
was officially put under the control of India. The way
that the then Maharajah of Manipur Bodhachandra was
coerced into signing the merger agreement on
September 21 of that year under duress by keeping
him under house arrest at Shillong Red Land is a fact
and this is the root of the prolonged armed struggle
that has been going on till today hampering or in many
cases abandoning all sorts of development in the region.
Coming back to Mahatma Gandhi, no record exist of
this person whom the world honour and whom the
country agreed as the man behind the building of the
Indian nation of ever having visited Manipur. In his
long march across the country as a part of his
satyagraha movement, had the Mahatma reached
Manipur, or, had Mahatma Gandhi, the father of Indian
nation visited Manipur after British left the country
and having spared time to meet AZ Phizo of Nagaland
along with other NNC delegates, history would have
been a little different, and wishfully, better.
But history is history, we cannot rewrite it nor can we
make changes. But recognising it and correcting the
wrongs is what we the people definitely need at the
moment. It is time that the tragic incident of Manipur’s
history of September 1949 should be accepted and
recognised by the parliament of India. It doesn’t
necessarily mean that Manipur should be separated but
the government of India should accept the fact that
Manipur was illegally annexed and for that there should
be an apology. The British parliament officially regrets
to what it had done to India and there is nothing wrong
for the Indian Parliament to say ‘sorry’ for the manner
in which Manipur was annexed. This apology may perhaps
pave the way to a peaceful solution with all the armed
groups waging war against the Government of India.
Letters, Feedback and Suggestions to ‘Imphal Times’
can be sent to our e-mail : imphaltimes@gmail.com. For
advertisement kindy contact: - 0385-3590330 (O). For time
being readers can reach the office at Cell Phone No. 9862860745
for any purpose.

By- Janghaolun Haokip
On June 15 2017, the United
Nations General Assembly
announced that it adopted a
resolution which declared that 2nd
October will be celebrated as the
International Day of Non-Violence.
The idea behind it is to
disseminate and educate the
masses about the message
of non-violence and to promote
peace and harmony for the world.
“Non-Violence”, one of the
core principles of Mahatma
Gandhi, the founding Father of
our Nation, is the notion of entirely
being harmless to self and others.
In other words, it is the belief that
everything can be resolved
through peaceful means, that
there is always a way to avoid
violent thoughts or actual violence
in a way that is harmful and hurtful
to none. Non-Violence is basically
the abstinence from causing any
physical hurt or injury.
In a world constantly gripped
with violence and wars, the
message of non-violence has thus
become increasingly significant.
Violence has held human societies
and has become the final answer
to anything that challenges a
disagreement. It fails to approve
diversity and indirectly promotes
autocracy which is extremely
detrimental to societal growth and
upliftment, and specifically to
peace and harmony.
The message of “NonViolence” therefore has a great
role to play towards transforming

the society. It has the scope to
educate people and constructively
engage them towards building a
peaceful society instead of one
resorting to violence that are
physically dangerous and mentally
distressing and have countless
negative impacts to the society
at large. Non-violence must be a
living message that constantly
reminds people of the other side
of life beyond anger and
frustration, and ego, and pride
and prejudice.
Apart
from
simple
disagreements, the ignorance
towards understanding conflicts
or disagreements is also a serious
concern that leads people to resort
to different forms of violence.
Understanding conflicts gives
practical insight on desirable ways
to resolve conflicts when it so
arises. It offers people different
ways and means to resolve a
conflict without the use of violent
means. The whole idea of
understanding conflicts can be
summed up as teaching people
and making them aware of the
inevitability of conflicts and how
to overcome them.
In fact, it is rightly said that
violence begets violence, for what
else can come out of violence?
What else can come out of a man
who is angry and ready to cause
harm and damage? This is true
also to the context of our society.
If violence could have solved
problems, there would be no need
for a World War II because all the
problems would’ve already been

solved by the end of World War I.
Violence is a vicious circle as also
stated that there are no winners
in a war. The notion is simple, one
wins today, the other wins
tomorrow, and the war goes on.
There is no time for actual peace.
Violence is only getting worse.
Countries threatening each other
are major headlines of every news
report nowadays. Yesterday we
read about problems in the
middle-east; today we read of
tensions rising in between India
and China, and for tomorrow the
newspaper are preparing reports
to make the rising terrorism in the
world as their headlines. What do
we know? What if the countries
actually start declaring war on each
other? Will it not be a worldwide
disaster with all the nuclear
warheads and weapons of latest
technology? Or in simple words,
can Humanity survive through
another World War? I believe NOT.
Such is the desperation –the
need to understand the
significance of non-violence. One
needs to responsibly reflect on the
ideas of Non-Violence and the
consequences otherwise and must
be able to voluntarily promote at
one’s own capacity the need to
discourage violence of any degree
and form, and to promote nonviolence and peaceful and
acceptable means. There must be
a call for a collective and
constructive
effort
on
humanitarian grounds. In order to
do so, people must understand the
threat that violence poses for an

individual as well as the society
at large.
Violence ostensibly threatens
an individual’s life, the physical
and mental health of a person; it
destroys societal peace and
harmony. In fact, in today’s reality,
it threatens the entire existence
of mankind. Of course, the world
does not end with all the violence
of today, but we must be warned
that violence is increasing at a
rapid rate. Violence against
women –of sexual assault and
suppression –is indeed extremely
unfortunate. What is more
distressing is the rising trend of
such incidents. It is clearly visible
that the violence that we see in
tens a decade ago is now seen in
hundreds, and who can deny that
in another decade we will see
these hundreds in thousands?
The International Day of NonViolence celebrated to mark the
birth anniversary of Mahatma
Gandhi must serve today as a call
towards realising the importance
of non-violence and therefore
promoting the same. It must
remind us of the ideals of the soul
that has led us to freedom, and
the nation and state, and who we
have become today.
“With violence we win things,
and with non-violence we win
hearts”. It’s for us to choose today
as learned and concerned
individuals, and especially for the
youth with a vision and mission.
Wishing you a fruitful
International Day of NonViolence!

“Crossroads”
By -Rabin Prasad Kalita
Being stayed like a stick with my
ailing dad for five long years, I
lost two consecutive academic
years on his hospitality. For this,
I had no remorse. But the lesson
I learned while sticking up with
him is way ahead of any
university teachings. Rather, I
was blessed with the ability to
surmount any unforeseen
situation.
“My son, the early bird catches
the worm”, he repeatedly
reminded me until the last gulp
of air of his life. With his last
breath spent on my lap, the
curtain marked with ‘the end’
fell down once for all.
I was free then to continue my
study and had left for the city
nearby, incubating lots of hope
in my heart. Thought to study a
professional course like Cost
Accountancy and accordingly got
admitted there.
A small backpack along with two
pairs of dresses, I arrived in a
paying guest dorm. I was the
third person in a dormitory to
join with Jayant and Mrigen.
Though they were two years
senior to me, I used to call them
by name as I was two times
dropouts until I got through
senior secondary. It didn’t take
long for me to know them. They
were much cooperative than I
expected.
Cleaning and cooking were done
by a prearranged maid named
Atul on a monthly basis. We,
boarders, had to pay the bill to
the house owner at the monthend.
Mrigen with chatoyant eyes was
from a well-to-do family and
Jayant a smart tall guy hailed
from a lower-middle-class. What
about me? Happily, I placed
myself on the bottom line of the
class. Frankly, I had no one who
could help me study further. But
I was confident that I could earn
all my expenses myself. By doing
some private tuition three days
a week, somehow I was able to
manage my college fees and

lodging.
Being not much monetarily
strong, I was to be much frugal
and had to think ten times
before I wished to spend a penny.
Hence, I thought to clean our
shared room to put aside some
pocket money instead of
continuing with the cleaner. I
said my brothers not to worry; I
would do even their part too.
Every so often, Jayant helped me
while dusting and brushing. On
the flip side of this, Indolent
Mrigen was kind enough to pay
rupees twenty to me, instead of
paying to the cleaner thereafter.
Mrigen had a bad habit of
smoking cannabis (Ganja) made
out of hemp putting on a
smoking pipe (Chillum). At least
two puffs a day he had with some
of his local loafer friends, behind
a small tea stall, just across the
road we lived. At dusk, most of
our rented students put up in that
area had been gossiping there
with cut teas in hands, and also
we all enjoyed a single lit
cigarette one by one. The issue
of paying the cost of the
cigarette was decided as per the
turn.
Nabin uncle, the stall owner, ran
this locally collected cannabis
retailing business simultaneously
but stealthily. He also primed
‘Roti-sabji’ at night on order.
Mrigen never brought anything
that sort to fume in our shared
room. He was wise in this sense.
In fact, I never saw him studying
at the dorm except for
intermittently attending classes
as a backbencher. Hence, he got
a couple of papers back to be
cleared that year. Most of his
time spent on reading thriller
novels and was also a dedicated
cinephile. He loved helping the
poor found inroads. He loved
giving bread to those scraggy
stray dogs roamed for food.
Jayanta was also no less. He too
had a habit of chewing Khaini.
Khaini has mild toxicity and
considered relatively harmless,
as was told by one of his friends,
and he seconded him without

putting forethought. I argued a
number of times against this
statement.
Every time after his meal or tea
break, he made a blend of
fermented tobacco and slaked
lime by rubbing together on his
left palm with his right-hand
index finger or thump, and then
used to keep anywhere in
between lips and teeth. Then he
kept on shifting the lump around
using his tongue until the Khaini
fully lost its intensity and then,
he would take out the waste and
throw somewhere.
I heard him saying once that he
started this habit of chewing
Khaini since he was twelve with
a lad of his age. Many times he
tried to quit this no worth
substance, but he could not.
Maybe he was addicted to this
rubbishy stuff.
Despite, having so many
different characters of both,
still, I never sensed any problem
to continue my stay with them.
Rather the duo used to admire
my simplicity. Reasons, I learned
to live somehow with them,
keeping the bandwidth tuned
together. One, who had suffered
so much in the past, can make
any situation work. Even though
I fell down seven times, but I
learned to stand up eight.
Six months later, on the twilight
of the last day of our midterm
exam, my roommates decided to
enjoy drinks at the nearby bar
cum restaurant. Categorically,
they informed me to attend
anyhow. I didn’t rebuff but
accepted merrily.
The bar was almost filled up with
tipplers by the time we reached.
We all were looking for an empty
table to accommodate. Suddenly
we could locate a table with four
seats around in a corner. Out of
which, one was occupied by a
lone baldy baby boomer seemed
like a barfly, zooming around
with a half-drunk drink in hand.
Though we didn’t want to sit with
anyone else, there was no
alternative.
One of us warmly asked, “Sir, can

we use these vacant seats”?
The baby boomer replied
affirmatively by nodding his
head, “Oh sure, I shall be glad.”
Realizing the bustling hour, we
all settled down in a hurry before
someone reaches out to unfilled
chairs. Mrigen called one of the
barkeeps and ordered three
draft beers from a keg rather
than a bottle.
Countering him right away with
a mild refusal, I said, “great
Mrigen, but let me sleep on it,
if you don’t mind, please order
for only two, with a soft pint glass
drink for me.”
I wanted to be a designated
driver to guide them home.
Hence, I wished to limit myself
to soft drinks. Moreover, I didn’t
want to implant this practice in
me, because I knew my reach.
They had mixed drinks on the
rocks and kept ready for cheer
ups. We sounded cheers by
toasting and clinking glasses
with each other including the
alien and began to enjoy our
happy sipping.
By then, the alien barfly cleared
his first round and was half-way
of the second. Perhaps he was
monitoring our actions, enjoying
his drinks.
Mrigen was a bit chug, whereas,
Jayant enjoyed sipping slow. I
was concerned about the
wellbeing of the former and to
keep him under control.
We all had lots of droll talks in
between but the alien remained
zipped. Probably, he abstained
from taking part because of the
mismatch of the age factor
between him and us or maybe
searching a clue to start with.
After taking a sip, Jayant puts
down the glass and said to
Mrigen, “Hey man, I heard a
new teacher is joining our class
from tomorrow.” Hopefully, Mr.
Mandal, the one who is going to
come, would not be as insolent
as the previous one.
“Otherwise, I shall definitely bunk
off his classes”, Mrigen said with
releasing an unsolicited burp.
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Govt assures farmers of
consistent hike in Minimum
Support Price of crops
AIR
New Delhi, Oct 2:
Union Minister Rajnath Singh
assured the farm community
that the Minimum Support
Price, MSP will not only stay,
it will be continuously
increased too in coming
years.
Speaking to reporters in New
Delhi Mr Singh said, being a
farmer’s son himself, he wants
to make it clear that the
Narendra Modi government
will not do anything that is not
in the interest of the farmers.

He appealed to all farmers’
organisations to have a
dialogue with the Government,
if they have any issues. Mr
Singh said, he has already
started talking to farmer’s
organisations to clear
misgivings
and
misconceptions.
The Minister also hit out at the
Congress Party’s youth wing
protesters for burning a tractor,
saying, as a weapon is sacred
to soldiers, so is a tractor for
farmers and by burning a
tractor, they insulted the
farmers.

G Kishan Reddy strongly
condemns Hathras incident
AIR
New Delhi, Oct 2:
Union Minister of State for
Home G. Kishan Reddy today
strongly condemned the
Hathras killing incident. He
said, the culprits will be
brought to book and stringent

punishment as per the laws.
Speaking after distributing
Nutrition kits to students at a
government school in
Hyderabad, he said, both the
Centre
and
State
Governments will take steps
to ensure punishment to the
culprits.

Protests in Maharashtra over Hathras Gangrape Case
By Raju Vernekar
Mumbai, Oct 2:
The alleged rough up of
Congress leaders Rahul and
Priyanka Gandhi by Uttar
Pradesh Police, during their
visit to Hathras, to console
the family of a 19-year-old
woman gang rape victim,
snowballed into controversy
when
protest
demonstrations continues
in different parts of
Maharashtra on Thursday.
The Congress leaders led by
Maharashtra Congress
Chief Balasaheb Thorat
staged agitation at
Mahatma Gandhi statue
near Mantralaya in South
Mumbai. Several leaders,
including
ministers
participated in
the
agitation and raised slogans
condemning the BJP led UP
Government. They included
former CM Prithviraj
Chavan, Mumbai Congress
Chief Eknath Gaikwad,
Ministers-Amit Deshmukh,
Aslam Shaikh, former
Ministers Nasim Khan, Anis
Ahmed, Baba Siddiqui, MLA

Contd. from page 2

“Crossroads”
In the ongoing talks, Jayant
mentioned his inability to
answer a couple of short
questions in the exam he
faced that day. He scolded
the one who set questions,
and said in anger, from
where did he bring out of
syllabus questions.
From our conversation, the
barfly could come to know
something about us. His
Facial expression seemed
like he wanted to join with
our funny chats. So the
latter looked at Jayant and
asked him by breaking his
silence to share the
question he left for want of
its answer.
Little hesitantly Jayant
spoke despite not wanting,
sir; the question is about
‘Reverse mortgage and its
income tax implications.’
Oh, I see, it pertains to
‘Applied direct taxation
paper.’ Isn’t it?
Yes sir, you aptly said,
Jayant answered being a bit
edgy.
Surprisingly, the interloper
explained the answer
precisely in two minutes.
What an explicit and
satisfying reply it was!
One shouldn’t judge a book
by its cover, this expression
truly applied to him. We
three got flabbergasted
listening to the alien
scholar and curiously
requested to talk a little
about him.
Assuring us with a smile, he
addressed in short, “I’m
Mayank, a retired teacher
of your college and
remained a spouseless wino
to date. Don’t worry boys,
I know Mr. Mandal
personally, he is a jovial
teacher. You all will enjoy
studying under him.”
An old adage says still
waters always run deep.
Before this, what we
thought about him, felt bad
thinking so. We started to
see with idiot’s apology
towards Mayank sir. By
placing our highball glasses
down, we paid our due
reverence to him. Seeing
our insipid faces, he

assured us to continue our
drinks with the same
cadence and make the
evening pleasant. He made
us relaxed and shared many
past
happenings
generously.
We were oblivious of the
last call that rung from the
counter. But we waited for
the happy hour to avail
maximum discount on
food. We all spent a
treasured evening that
day.A few weeks later, on a
fortunate day, I received a
call letter from the Air Force
Selection Centre for which
I faced its three-tier
interviews a month ago.
Finally, with soaking eyes,
I left for training, leaving
behind my friends there.
I missed those everyday
flocking fun times at Nabin
uncle’s tea-stall from then.
Those evening cut teas, a
long puff from a shared
cigarette, and the pleasure
of looking at its bubbles
rolling high became a
matter of past.
No trace of my brothers
thereinafter, due to no
mobile phone or any other
means of communication in
those days. It has been
more than twenty years
since; all the old memories
started erasing from my
mind.
By the time, I got
discharged from the
service, settled near to the
Air Force colony, and was
urgently looking for a job.
My family had grown from
a single wanderer to four by
then.
Suddenly one day, I saw
three men with shaved
heads in their fifties came
to my home with some
leaflets. They came from a
drug rehabilitation center
for pleading voluntary
public donations.
One of them seemed a bit
familiar, and similarly, he
was also looking at me from
a strange perspective. I
couldn’t curb my curiosity
and asked him, “Are you
not Mrigen?”
Yes, Rabin, “I’m Mrigen,
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happy to see you grow after
a long span of audiovisual
separation. You might have
been bemused seeing this
new version of me, isn’t it?
Yes, you heard and saw
right.”
Suddenly I lost to those
happy days once we had
together. Reminiscences
jammed all through the
mind in a minute.
It didn’t take me long to
understand, and was sorry
to see him that way,
coming door to door. But he
proved me wrong soon I
heard his self-narrative in
a nutshell.
He had been dampened in
the de-addiction center,
several years ago by his
family in a wretched
condition. Nearly he ruined
with cannabis use disorder
and
other
serious
c o m p l i c a t i o ns .
Subsequently, he had to
undergo years of various
therapies to recover from
deadly drug abuse. Along
with the correction of drug
addiction treatment, he
had been transformed into
a great human being up till
then. Standing in a
crossroads, he started
thinking, which path should
be adopted to make his life
worth living.
Shortly he invented another
world, where he found a
unique conduit to live with
peace and was determined
to immerse him in it.
Eventually, turned down his
home return and dedicated
him to work for the same
drug
r ehab i li tatio n
organization since then.
Committed to sobriety,
helps many others to
overcome the powerful
cravings from brutal
drug abuse. I got
c o ntented seeing him
happily working there for a
great cause. He attested
me to his magnanimity
once again.
The writer is an-Ex Air
Warrior (India). He can
be contacted at
Rabin1966@gmail.com

Protest demonstrations in Nagpur on Thursday night.
Zishan Siddiqui, MPCC
office bearers Mohan Joshi,
Sachin Sawant and Rajaram
Deshmukh
The agitations were also
held in Sangli by the
Congress workers who
staged a rasta roko using
burning tyres as road
blocks. The police rounded
up some of them on
charges of disturbing
peace.
In Nagpur several parties
including
Bahujan
Republican Ekta Manch,
People’s Republican Party,
Yuva Sena and NCP
Students’ Wing staged
demonstrations. At some
places candle marchs were
also organised. Bahujan
Republican Ekta Manch
Chief and former Minister
Sulekha
Kumbhare

forwarded a memorandum
to President Ramnath
Kovind demanding death
penalty
to
those
responsible for the death of
the victim Manisha
Walmiki.
People’s
Republican Party Chief
Jogendra
Kawade
demanded dissolution of
the UP Government.
Maharashtra
Chief
Minister
Uddhav
Thackeray, MNS Chief Raj
Thackeray expressed
anguish over the incident.
While the CM said that
such incidents would never
be
tolerated
in
Maharaashtra,
Raj
criticised
electronic
mediums for their failure
in
highlighting
the
incident.
In New Delhi, the Congress

slammed UP Police for
manhandling Rahul and
Priyanka Gandhi-Vadra who
were on their way to
Hathras to meet the
victim’s family members.
“Shri Rahul Gandhi, Smt
Priyanka Gandhi and senior
Congress leaders have been
arrested by the UP police,”
the Congress said on
Twitter, using the hashtag
“JusticeForIndiasDaughters”.
Rahul Gandhi fell down in
the melee after police tried
to stop him and his
supporters from proceeding
on the Yamuna Expressway.
The Gandhis were then
taken away in a police jeep.
Rahul earlier questioned
senior UP police under
which law was he being
stopped by them as he
wanted to walk alone

towards Hathras. “I want
to go alone to Hathras and
on what basis can you
arrest me,” he asked, to
which the police told him
that he had v iolated
Section 188 of the IPC of
disobeying the orders
promulgated by the
government during the
pandemic.
Congress leader Randeep
Sujrewala put out a video
along with a tweet showing
Rahul Gandhi allegedly
being roughed on the
Yamuna
Expressway.
Congress
leader
P
Chidambaram also alleged
that none of the country’s
laws seemed to apply to the
UP police.
On the other hand, a senior
Uttar Pradesh police officer
claimed the forensic report
has rev ealed that the
victim who succumbed to
her injuries at a Delhi
hospital was not raped.
ADG (Law and Order)
Prashant Kumar said the
cause of her death was an
injury on the neck and
trauma resulting due to it.
The report of the FSL clearly
stated that samples did not
have sperm and thus it
makes clear that there was
no rape or gang rape, he
added. The woman was
allegedly raped at a village
in Hathras by four men on
September 14. After her
condition deteriorated, she
was referred to the Delhi’s
Safdarjung hospital where she
breathed her last on Tuesday.

Imphal Times

Page No.

One day workshop for policy makers
& administrators held

IT News
Chandel, Oct. 2:
A one day workshop for
p ol i cy
ma ker s
&Administrators under
t he N at u re Lea r nin g
Centre , National Mission
on
Hi mal a ya n
Studies(NMHS), ministry
of environment , forest
a nd c li m a te c ha n ge ,
government of India was
o rga n ise d
by
th e
Divisional forest office,
C han del at th e DC
complex Mini Secretariat
yesterday.
The inaugural function of
t he
p r ogr a m w er e
a tt end e d
the
Vic e
Chairman ADC, S Tongpao
M at t e,
dep ut y
commissioner, Chandel,

K ri shn a Kum a r, A d dl.
PCCF, Dr. Lokho Puni, CO,
18 AR, Ajit Khatri, Addl. SP
Chandel, DFO, Chandel, N.
Ganesh .
Tod ay’s w or k shop was
d iv i d ed
in t o
t h re e
Tec hni c al se ssi o ns, o f
which Forest conservation
Act, 1980, Adverse effect
o f Po pp y cul ti va ti on &
forest fire, and Protection
a nd c onser v ati o n o f
W ild l if e
i n cl u d in g
prevention of smuggling
w er e th e m ai n t o pi c
discussed.
Speaking on the occasion
S Tongpao expressed that
the council will always
cooperate with the district
administration when ever
any requirement comes,
Dr. Lokho Puni speaking on

the occasion said that for
a ny d ev e lo p m ent and
earning process specially
in the hill areas, whether
its agricultural, fishery or
a ny
ot h er
f ar m in g
activities water is a much
but the water sources are
d im i n ish ing d u e t o
deforestation. He further
said that the individual
a ct s of cu t t in g and
burning down of forest
a rea s f o r j hum and
hunting etc are creating
p ro b l em s fo r all , s o
communities should start
t aki ng act i ve pa r t i n
preserving the for forest
areas. And the district
officials are there for any
e xp e rt a dv i ses t o th e
community leaders. He
also asked the district

level officers to motivate
the villagers to take active
part this endeavours.
Dep u t y c o mm i ssi o n er,
Chandel, Krishna Kumar,
sai d t ha t t he r e i s n o
second opinion that we
have to save and preserve
or forest but there seems
to be lack of awareness
amongst the villagers,
and amongst the various
d ist ri c t l ev e l o f fi c er s
r ega r di n g t he l e ga l
f ra m ewo r ks,
and
expressed that today’s
w or k sh o p w i ll hel p i n
sensitising the district
level departments their
roles and responsibilities
CO, 18 AR, Shri Ajit Khatri,
speaking on the occasion
sai d th a t, b ei ng a n
e xe c u ti v e a ge nc y and
being posted in various
remote and last village
areas, they are well aware
o f t he p ro b lem s, lik e
shortages of water, face
by the villagers as they
a lso fa c e t he sam e
problems. They had been
playing an active role by
providing information to
t he
d ist r ic t
administrations,
r ega rd i ng
th e
deforestation, he said
that the agency has been
t aki ng act i ve pa r t i n
afforestation processes by
n ot o nl y pl a nti n g o f
saplings but also making
sur e t hey su rv i ve and
grow. Today’s function
w as also at t e nd e d b y
various DLOs, and front
line officials

SOS Children’s Villages Initiates Tree
Plantation Drive in Meghalaya for
Sustainable Livelihoods
IT News
Shillong, Oct 2:
SOS Children’s Villages of
India (SOSCVI), India’s
largest NGO dedicated to
the holistic development of
children without parental
care and children at the risk
of abandonment, has
organised a tree plantation
drive at Mawbsein, a village
located in Ribhoi District of
Meghalaya to help farmers
and the local population
mitigate climate risks and
protect their livelihoods.
The village has a population
of about 2000 and the main
occupation of the villagers
is agriculture.
Participated by about 56
(along
with
village
Headman (Sarpanch),
Anganwadi
worker)
villagers, and dozens of
officials and volunteers of
SOSCVI,
the
driv e
witnessed planting of 650
saplings of trees - good for
soil health, and protection
of natural catchments,
recently.
The drive was organized as
part
of
Family
Strengthening, an outreach
program of SOS Children’s
Village Shillong. The
objective of the program is
to ensure sustainable
livelihood of families and
thus, continual parental
care of children in the
families.
SOSCVI has also organised

a Capacity Building
Programme
on
E n v i r o n m e n t a l
Sustainability on 11 th
September 2020 for the
villagers with the support of
Botanical Survey of India
(BSI), a Central government
agency engaged in the
survey, research and
conserv ation of plant
resources, and flora. The
program, attended by
village head, and members
of Self-Help Groups (SHG),
facilitated interactiv e
sessions between scientists
from BSI and the local
population
on
the
importance of trees in
protecting catchment areas
in hilly regions, and thus
increasing the water table.
Talking about the tree
plantation driv e, Mr
Sumanta Kar, Senior
Deputy National Director,
SOSCVI, said that “Though
more than two third of
Meghalaya’s land area is
still forested, the State
needs development of tree
and forest cover like any
other part of the country if not more, in order to
conserv e
its
rich
biodiversity, and protect its
fragile geo-environmental
setting. In the background
of Climate Change, there is
a real threat of increasing
mean annual temperature,
variability of rainfall
pattern and seasonal shift
in weather pattern - all can

have a destructive effect on
agriculture, the mainstay
vocation of Meghalaya.
When the livelihoods of
families are affected, it
can play havoc in the lives
of children, affecting their
standard of living and the
quality of the parental care
they receive. It is in this
context, SOS Children’s
Villages of India works with
rural communities and
villages in Meghalaya to
create awareness that
forest cover is important
to insulate their lives and
liv elih ood f rom the
adv erse
eff ects
of
e n v i r o n m e n t a l
degradation.”
Mr Kar further added, “The
tre e plantati on dr iv e
assumes significance also
fro m th e con text of
alarmi ng g roun dwat er
depletion in many villages
of the State. The average
ann ual
rain fall
in
Meghalaya is as high as
12, 000
millimet ers
(ag ainst the natio nal
average of 300-650 mm),
and the State is known as
the wettest place on earth,
however, the groundwater
lev els a re fa st be ing
depleted. Hence increasing
tree and forest coverage is
important for protecting
catchment areas.”
The plantation drive and
e n v i r o n m e n t a l
sustainability meet led to
height ened awarene ss

among people about the
importance of trees for
their li velih ood, and
e n v i r o n m e n t a l
sustainability.
SOSCVI intends to take the
tree plantation drive to
other parts, especially rural
areas, of the State in the
future.
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Respecting the rights of
animals vital for peaceful coexistence: Forest Minister

Awangbow Newmai hails zoo officials
for their relentless dedication
especially during Covid Pandemic
IT News
Imphal, Oct. 2:
Minister
of
Forest,
Environment and Climate
Change Minister Awangbow
Newmai stressed on the
importance of animals
rights for peaceful coexistence between humans
and animals during the 44th
Foundation Day celebration
of Manipur Zoological
Garden at Iroisemba today
organised by the Wildlife
Wing of the Forest
Department.
Remembering the Father of
the Nation, he said that
Mahatma Gandhi taught
the world that one must
practice non-violence, love
and compassion for each
other respecting the
sentiments and rights of
others including other
living creatures living on
this planet.
Stating that human beings
have higher and greater
reasoning power compared
to other animals, Minister
Awangbow Newmai said
that human beings have
forgotten to respect the
rights of other creatures
which have resulted in
nature turning against us in
form of various natural
calamities, increase in
number of diseases and
pandemics.
Opining that it is the duty
of the human beings to
respect trees, plants,
animals and insects, he
said that every living
creatures including plant
have their rights on the
earth as they all play a vital
role in keeping the earth fit
for everyone to live in. He
said that the Forest
department is continuously
raising awareness among
the people, especially those
dwelling in the forest about
the
importance
of
afforestation and animals.
He
said
that
the

endangered species, which
are verge of extinction, are
being helped for breeding
by the department officials
at the Manipur Zoological
Garden to increase their
population. He said more
awareness needs to be
undertaken and if we do not
act now many animals and
birds species may become
extinct.
Minister Awangbow Newmai
said the department has
been trying to expand the
area of the Manipur
Zoological Garden and
assured
that
the
department will find ways
and means for the
expansion process. Stating
that the department will try
to find second home for the
endangered animals kept in
the Manipur Zoological
Garden, he said that good
plans initiated by his
predecessor will be
continued.
Lauding the departments
officials at the Manipur
Zoological Garden, he said
he salute them for their
dedication towards their
duty. He thanked them for
feeding and taking care of
the animals day and night
at the time of the COVID
pandemic, when people
were scared to even
venture out. Encouraging
the field staffs of the
department, he said that
everyone
has
been
assigned different roles
which are important
irrespective of the rank. He
also lauded the animal feed
suppliers
for
their
dedication and concern for
the animals.
Dr. AK Joshi, Additional
PCCF and Chief Wildlife
Warden said that the
Manipur Zoological Garden
was established on 2 nd
October, 1976 and this year
the Wildlife Wing of the
Forest Department is
celebrating the 44 th

Anniversary during the
Wildlife Week, 2020 which
is being observed from 1st
to 7th October, 2020.
He said that every year
first week of October is
celebrated as the Wildlife
Week throughout the
country to renew the
commitment
to
preservation, protection
and conservation of our rich
wildlife and biodiversity.
Stating that Manipur
Zoological Garden is
categorised as medium zoo
by the Central Zoo Authority
and is home to a number of
rare and endangered
species which are endemic
to the region, he said many
of them are included in the
Schedule I and Schedule II
of the Wildlife (Protection)
Act, 1972. He said some of
these animals are sangai,
hoolock gibbon, clouded
leopard, leopard cat,
nongin, griffon vulture, and
reticulated python among
others.
Ahead of the function, to
mark the occasion of the
foundation day of the
Manipur Zoological Garden
and Gan dhi Jay ant i,
dignitaries cleaned the
cam pus and plan ted
sap lings of t he fr uit
bearing trees. During the
function staffs, attendants
and suppliers of animal
feed were also given prizes
ack nowl edgin g
th eir
co ntri buti on
a nd
exempl ary dedi cati on
during
the
COV ID
pandemic.
Lei shiy o
Keishi ng,
Cha irman Hi ll A rea
Com mitt ee a nd M LA
Kam jong AC; Khashim
Vashum, MLA Chingai AC;
MH Khan, Additional Chief
Secretary
(Forest,
Environment and Climate
Change); K. Angami, PCCF
and HoFF and other officers
of the Wildlife Wing
attended the function.

CRPF organizes Fit India Freedom Run
IT News
Imphal, Oct 2:
A 5 KM run under “CRPF Fit
India Freedom Run “ was
organized by 109 Bn CRPF
under the aegis of IGP,
Manipur and Nagaland
Sector on 01 October 2020
at Mongsangei 109 BN
Hqrs. In view of the nationwide Corona pandemic,
the Fit India Freedom Run
has been ideated in a
unique way. Participants are
allowed to run at their own
place and at their own pace
between August 15, the
73rd Independence Day and
October 2, the 151st Birth
Anniversary of Mahatma
Gandhi. The program was
inaugurated by Randeep
Datta(PMG), IGP, M&N
Sector in presence of D.K
Tripathi, DIGP, Suresh
Sharma , DIGP, H.K
Kanaujia, DIGP, Shri Vinod
Kumar, Commandant-109,
and other officials,

personnel of 109 BN. Mrs
L.Sarita Dev i, Arjuna
Awardee, Indian Boxer, Ms
O. Bembem Devi, Arjuna
Awardee, Indian footballer,
and Mr. Th. Thouba Singh,
Assistant Director, Youth
Affairs and Sports graced
the
occasion
and
participated in the event.
While speaking on the
occasion
Randeep
Datta,(PMG), IGP, M&N
Sector emphasized the
importance of fitness in
one’s life .
He further said , a fit and
healthy individual leads to
an equally healthy society
and strong nation. The
CRPF jawans and the
people across the country
are running holding up flags
in the early morning and
there cannot be a better
boost to our patriotism and
this helps tremendously in
the way we think and
perform as a citizen of
India. The culture in our

forces is beautiful. This
Freedom Run is like a
celebration and festival.
Every CRPF personnel is
happy as they are getting
involved in this run along
with their families. The
CRPF has set a target of
covering at least one crore
km during the Fit India
Freedom Run. This is a
t est a me n t
of
ou r
courage.
Lauding the participation
o f C R PF pe r so nn el,
L .S a r it a Dev i ,A r j un a
Awardee, Indian Boxer
said , “I am delighted to
see such enthusiasm to
participate in the Fit India
F ree do m Ru n . W hi l e
speaking on the occasion
M s O . B emb e m De v i ,
Arjuna Awardee, Indian
footballer, emphasized the
importance of sports and
f it ness i n o ne ’s li f e .
Playing sports inculcates
t eam sp i ri t , d ev e l op s
str at eg i c & an a ly ti ca l

thinking, leadership skills,
g oa l se t ti n g a nd r isk
taking.
Sports is an extremely
important component for
the overall development of
our nation. Mr. Th. Thouba
Singh, Assistant Director,
Youth Affairs and Sports
appreciated the efforts of
CRPF and said it’s time
we inspire young talent,
g iv e th e m t o p- no tc h
infrastructure and training
of the highest level. We
need to inculcate a strong
spirit of participation in
sports that enables players
to demonstrate their true
potential. Only then can
India realise its dream of
becoming a sports super
power.
The program ended in high
spi r i ts.
Du r ing
th e
program all norms relating
to COV ID-19 issu ed by
Ministry of Health, MHA,
are strictly adhered by all
participate personnel.
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