Evening daily

Imphal Times
Regd.No. MANENG /2013/51092

Volume 7, Issue 471, Monday, December 7, 2020

Maliyapham Palcha kumsing 3418

CM distributes loans to 3362 vendors;
Manipur tops in implementation of PM-SVANidhi
IT News
Imphal, Dec 7:
Chief Minister N. Biren Singh
today dis bursed loans to
another 3,362 vendors in a
function organized by
Manipur
Ur ban
Development
Agency
(MUDA) at Chief Minister’s
Secretariat today. Of these
total 3,362 loanees, 3015 were
benefited under Prad han
Mantri Street Vendor’s Atma
Nir bhar
N idhi
( PMSVANidhi) and 347 were
under MUDRA scheme. It
was the third such instance
since August 25 this year
that the Chief M inis ter
distributed loans to vendors.
PM-SVANidhi was launched
on 1st June 2020 by the Union
Ministry of Housing and
Urban Affairs to help street
vendors recover their
financial loss suffered due to
COVID-19 pandemic.
In Manipur, 5354 vendors
have been benefited so far
under PM-SVANidhi and
MUDRA schemes. The State
Government has set a target
of extending assistance to a
total of 20, 000 vendors.
Currently, Manipur is ranked
at No. 1 among Hill and
Nor th Easter n Sta tes
category in implementation
of PM- SVANidhi for the
highest number of loans
disbursed till date.
Speaking at the occasion,
Chief Minister N. Biren Singh
announced that the State
Cabinet would resolve to
extend PM-SVANidhi and
MUDRA schemes to hill
dis tricts in the Cabinet
meeting scheduled to be held
on December 9 at Senapati
district headquarters. Stating
that improvement of rural
economy is the key to
enhancement of the overall
economy of the State, the
Chief M iniste r lau ded
women’s role in the
economic activities of
Manipur. Shri N. Biren Singh
informed the gathering that
10 new women’s markets
would be const ructed in
different hill districts and in
Bishnupur and Sekmai of
valley districts.
Expressing appreciation to
different banks for extending
financial help in the form of
loans to vendors and others,
N. Biren Singh said that the
banks, w hich provide
maximum help to needy
people, would be rewarded
in the next Independence
Day celebration. He also
urged the banks to extend
full cooperation and help to
each and every person, who
come to them to s eek
information or financial help.
The Chief Minister also said
that being a people’s
representative, he would not
tolerate any form of illtreatment to his people by
any bank.
In his speec h, M AHUD
Minister Okram Henry said
that though the amount
given to each vendor was
small, it was valuable
because it would help them
restart their business and

ease the hardships given by
the current pandemic. The
State Government under the
leadership of N. Biren Singh
worked so hard to extend
assistance to vendors. He also
urged them to repay the loans
on time so that they may apply
for a bigger amount.

Under PM-SVANidhi, each
street vendor can avail loan up
to Rs 10,000 repayable in
monthly installments within a
period of one year. The
scheme provides interest
subsidy of 7% on regular and
timely repayments and also
incentivize digital transactions

by vendors by providing
monthly cash back up to Rs.
100. Further, the vendors can
avail the facility of escalation
of the credit limit on timely
early repayment of loan.
Works Minister Th. Biswajit,
Public Health Engineering
Minister Shri L. Dikho, Water

Resources Minister Shri
Letpao Haokip, Forest,
Environment and Climate
Change Minister Shri
Awangbow
Newmai,
Education Minister Shri S.
Rajen, Agriculture Minister
Shri O. Lukhoi, CAF&PD
Minister Shri Th. Satyabrata,
Manipur
Legislative
Assembly Deputy Speaker
Shri K. Robindro, Hill Areas
Committee Chairman Shri K.
Leishiyo, Planning and
Development
Authority
Chairman Shri T. Robindro,
Manipur
Industrial
Development Corporation
Limited
(MANIDCO)
Chairman Dr. Radheshyam
Yumnam, Manipur Building
and Other Construction
Workers’ Welfare Board
Chairman Shri H. Dingo,
MLAs Shri Ngamthang
Haokip, Shri P. Saratchandra,
Shri P. Brojen, ex-MLA Shri S.
Bira and Chief Secretary Dr.
Rajesh Kumar were also
seated on the dais.

Agriculture department felicitates minister O. Lukhoi
IT News
Imphal, Dec. 7:
Minister for Agriculture,
Veterinary and Tourism,
Oinam Lukhoi Singh was
felicitated today by the
Department of Agriculture,
Government of Manipur at
Farmers’ Training Hall,
Directorate of Agriculture,
Sanjenthong, Imphal.
Speaking at the occasion,
Minister Lukhoi expressed
gratitude to the Chief
Minister, N.Biren Singh for his
trust and support towards
working for the upliftment of
the lives of all the people
through the Departments
assigned viz Agriculture,
Veterinary
&
Animal
Husbandry and Tourism.
Minister assured that he will
execute and perform the given

tasks of all the given
portfolios in the best interests
of all the Districts in Manipur.
While
stressing
the
importance of team work for
the success of any assigned
tasks, Minister urged all the
employees of Agriculture
Department to cooperate and
contribute maximum through
the various schemes and
projects for the welfare of the
masses specially the farmers’
communities. He further
appeal to all the field staffs and
concerned
officials
to
implement and introduce
innovative ideas for the
farmers. He also encouraged
the officers and officials of the
department to come forward
with feedback and suggestions
for the successful execution of
any schemes/projects.
As most of the schemes of the

Department are centrally
sponsored schemes, Minister
Shri Lukhoi directed the
officials to submit Utilisation
Certificate (UC) on time for
timely sanction of the project
amountso as to avoid delay in
the implementation of any
schemes to be given to the
farmers. He also informed that
noteworthy work in the
agricultural sectors will be
focused.

During the visit, Agriculture
Minister Shri O. Lukhoi also
inspected the Directorate
office buildings and checked
the various infrastructures
located within the campus.
Commissioner, Agriculture, M.
Joy Singh, Director of
Agriculture,
Ms.
LaltanpuiiVanchhong, Officers
and Officials of the Department
also attended the reception
function.

Borun Thokchom’s I Rise wins best
documentary in 9th MSIFF 2020
IT News
Imphal, Dec 7 :
The 52- minute long
documentary film- I Rise on
ace boxer Laishram Sarita
Devi directed and
cinematographed by national
award winning film maker
Borun Thokchom won the
Best Documentary in the
documentary category of the
9th Mumbai Short
International Film Festival
2020 which was announced
yesterday in Mumbai. The
film produced by the Films
Devision tells the ups and
downs of the life of Laishram
Sarita Devi, an eight-time
Asian Championship
medalist.
The film was selected the
best one among 19
documentary films which
made the official selection for
the competition. The 19 films

Borun Thokchom
consisted of four films each
from India and Spain, three
from United States, two each
from Germany and France,
one each from Croatia, Brazil,
Hungary and Poland. A total
of 392 films from more than 55
countries took part in the
festival this year to vie for the
awards in different
categories.
Earlier, I Rise bagged the Best
Film on Women Outstanding
Achievement Award in the

Tagore International Film
Festival 2020 in West Bengal.
The Mumbai Short
International Film Festival, a
progressive cinema
movement started in year
2012 with the consultation of
senior industry members to
highlight the short films. The
2012 inaugural year followed
2013 to 2019 editions
witnessed the great
participation and enthusiasm
from filmmakers and industry

professionals from India and
abroad. The festival objective
is to contribute towards the
development of upcoming
filmmakers and to create
short films culture in India.
The festival aims at to
feature great cinema of
worldwide filmmakers in a
big way and at the same time
providing professional
networking & introducing
current trends of cinema to
the participants.
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Left parties, teachers’
body support Dec. 8
Bharat Bandh

IT News
Imphal, Dec 7:

The Manipur units of
Communist
Party
of
India, Communist Party of
India (Marxist), Revolutionary
Socialist Party
and All India Forward Bloc
have extended their solidarity
with the farmers agitation and
support to the ongoing
massive agitation by Kisan
organisations from all over the
country against the new Agri
laws - Farmer’s Produce Trade
and Commerce (Promotion
and Facilitation) Bill 2020 , The
Farmers ( Empowerment and
Protection) Agreement on
Price Assurance and Farm
Services Bill 2020 , The
Essential Commodities Bill
(Amendment) 2020.
A joint statement said that the
Left parties extend support to
the call given by them for
a Bharat Bandh on December
8 , 2020.
The statement also condemn
the RSS/BJP’s campaign, on
preposterous
charges,
against the struggle of our
annadatas
to
safeguard Indian agriculture
and the country’s food
security and demand for
scrapping of the three Agri
laws and the Electricity
(Amendment) Bill, 2020.
All India Federation of
University and College
Teachers
organisation

(AIFUCTO) also support the
“ Bharat Bandh” call on
December 8 by the All India
Kishan
Sangharsh
coordination Committee and
Joint Committee of Punjab
Kishan.
A statement said that the
demand for scrapping of
agricultural laws, Electricity
Amendment Bill 2020 and
legislation guaranteeing MSP
are reasonable. They have
rightly raised their concern
against the collaborative
conspiracy of corporate with
World Finance Capital to hand
over the agricultural sector to
the whims and caprice of the
market forces. This will result
in untold miseries to the
farmers of our nation.
AIFUCTO showed solidarity
to the farmers to stand
resolute and United on their
convinced stand despite the
stubborn and undemocratic
attitude of NDA Government
at centre on the behest the
corporate and monopoly
capitalism.
AIFUCTO said this Bandh
Program as a Golden
opportunity to thwart the
clandestine design of the
Government of India to use
pan epidemic Corona as a
shield to liquidate all
democratic resistance and to
implemented their economic
agenda of Liberalisation,
Privatisation
and
Globalization.

Minister V. Valte launches
MST Bus Service;
inspects DTO, CCP

IT News
Imphal, Dec. 7 :
Giving a new and affordable
dimension to convenience
and comfort for the
passengers residing in the farflung and interior but critical
areas of the district to
undertake
a
journey,
Transport Minister Vungzagin
Valte flagged off Manipur
State Transport (MST)
passenger bus service which
will be operational on three
new routes at District
Transport
Office,
Churachandpur today. The
Minister also inspected
District Transport Office. The
inducted 31-seater buses will
operate between Lamka –
Bukpi, Lamka – Sangaikot and
Lamka – Behiang.
Speaking as the Chief Guest at
the function organized by the
Manipur State Transport
department, Minister Valte said
the transport service was
introduced with a noble intent
to solve the inconveniences

faced by the people residing in
the far-flung and interior areas
of the district. He, at the same
time, observed that Chief
Minister of the state N. Biren
with his inspirational leadership
has brought about remarkable
changes not only in the
developmental narratives of the
state but also in creating
positive temperament to the
people such as this bus service.
The minister further stated that
the DTO building will
renovated and converted into
district bus terminal in the
future, the Minister said new
bus depots will be built in the
DTO campus and in the
destination villages. The
Minister urged the public not
to
give
unnecessary
harassments
that
may
discourage the drivers and
handymen but show them love
and respect for the service they
rendered. He also clarified that
the DTO has not been
functional in the past due to
COVID-19 pandemic but will
been looked into.
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STORY OF THE
SHILLONG ACCORD -1
During the last few years the Nagas seem to have acquired an
ob-session for peace. Or at least for a climate of peace wherein cool
heads divested of all the accumulated bitterness of the long struggle,
could meet across the conference table, wherein as if by a miracle, the
clashing ideological view-points would suddenly not matter at all in the
overriding quest for peace.
That this very miracle has materialised in the concrete shape of the Shillong
Accord is a testimony to the abiding faith of the Naga intelli-gentsia in the
healing qualities of peace. In-deed it would be an extremely difficult matter to
credit any particular body, whether social or political, for this achieve-ment.
For, by and large, the faith of the Naga intelligentsia in peace-at-all-costs
seem to cut across their political affiliations.
Brokers of Peace
The Church in the Naga Society had been no less a devout votary of
peace in Nagaland. In the long story of the Naga conflict the church had
been deeply involved over the quest of peace to the exclu-sion of political
issues. Thus when the “Recon-ciliation” policy of the United Democratic
Front seemed to be getting nowhere, when attitudes on both sides —
viz, the Government of India and that of the Federal Government of
Nagaland—seemed to be hardening, the church in the mid-70’s stepped
into the peace-maker’s role in right earnest. Rev. Kenneth Kerhuo,
Secretary of the Naga-land Peace Council, in the course of my inter-view
with him narrated how a few church leaders had taken it upon themselves
to go to Delhi in the latter part of 1974 to sound out the Government of
India’s attitude towards a dialogue with the leaders of the Federal
Government of Naga-land. They met Sri Dixit and the Union Home
Minister Sri Brahmananda Reddy.
The Government of India, they were- told, was favourably disposed
to starting talks with the Underground Nagas provided “they gave up
violence and secession-ist demands”. However, the proposal of the
Church leaders that a “free zone” be delineated in Kohima district to
facilitate contact with the Underground was refused by the Govern-ment
of India. Having thus received the bless-ings of the Government of
India, the Church leaders established the Nagaland Peace Council in
February, 1975 with two representatives from each of the sixteen Naga
tribes. Next, they set up a Liaision Com-mittee of five members in March
1975. From then on, armed with ‘safe conduct’ issued courtesy of the
Gov-ernor of Nagaland, the Liaison Committee started looking for
con-tacts with the Under-ground leaders.
Rebuff
By May, 1975, how-ever, the members of the Liaison Committee were
able to establish contact first with Mr. Kevi Yallay. Through him contact
with Mr Ramyo, Mr. Biseto Medom, Mr. I. Temjenba Ao, etc. were also
established. Though these Underground leaders expressed their
willingness to start talks with the Government of India, they also re-jected
the pre-conditions set by the Government of India. They also asserted
that if the talks were to be mean-ingful, it should be un-conditional.
Capitulation
Undeterred by this initial rebuff, the mem-bers of the Liaision
Committee invited these underground leaders to the Chedema Peace
Camp for further talks. At this stage the Gov-ernor of Nagaland had
deputed his two Spe-cial Secretaries, Mr. Ramunny and Mr. Zopianga,
to participate in these talks. Through a series of meetings starting in
August, 1975, the Liaision Commi-ttee members and the Governor’s
deputees were able to wear dowh Mr. Kevi Yallay, Mr. Ramyo and
others of the Underground. Finally these underground leaders agreed to
“renounce violence and the secessionist demands” as a pre-con-dition
for talks with the Government of India. The Shillong Accord of 11th
November, 1975 followed close on the heels of this basic capitu-lation by
these Under ground leaders.
New mood
A fairly broad spec-trum of opinion in the political circles in Nagaland
is frankly optimistic about the Shillong Accord. They have even heralded
it as a first step towards a final settlement of the Naga problem. The will
to make the Shillong Accord a success despite likely obstacles is very
much there among those members of the Peace Council and leaders of
the Underground and others who are actively involved in the
imple-mentation of the Shillong Accord. Though a dele-gation of
Underground leaders is likely to go to London shortly to associate
Phizo in subse-quent talks as envisaged under clause (3) of the Shillong
Accord, the people who are behind the Shillong Agreement are quite
prepared to go ahead even if Phizo, once upon a time the undisputed
leader of the Naga people, should withhold his blessing. Perhaps this
indicates the mood of the prime movers of the Shillong Accord.
The political parties in Nagaland have also staked their claims on
having brought off the Shillong Accord,The United Democra-tic Front
sees the Shi-long Accord as the vindication of their policy of
“reconcilia-tion”. And the erst-while Naga National Organization, now
merged into the Indian National Congress, are equally on firm grounds
in claiming that their consistent attempts at winning over the Under
ground into the fold of the Indian Constitution has at last borne fruit.
They can even irrefuta-bly argue that in their efforts for peace since 1957
(they do trace back their peace efforts since their Naga People’s
Convention days) they have paid with the lives of their own leaders. Without
enter-ing into the controversy of which party deserves to be considered the sole
and rightful heir to the Shillong Accord, it would perhaps only be fair to say that
both parties have played their parts faithfully in under-mining the Underground
Movement.
But it does not mean that there are no voices of dissent over the Shillong
Accord. As Mr. Vizol, the ex-Chief Minister of Naga-land, told me, there are quite
a number of people both in the Un-derground as well as in the overground who
have a diametrically opposite view. Perhaps, under the prevailing
atmos-phere of distrust and suspicion, such dissent-ing opinions have
been driven underground.
******This write up was written by THOUNAOJAM
TARUNKUMAR, EDITOR : RESISTANCE,weekly journal of Pan
Manipuri Youth League and published on its Vol 1 No. 24 Edition of
29 June 1976. Imphal Times reproduced this taking prior permission
from the Pan Manipuri Youth League.
Letters, Feedback and Suggestions to ‘Imphal Times’
can be sent to our e-mail : imphaltimes@gmail.com. For advertisement
kindy contact: - 0385-3590330 (O). For time being readers can reach
the office at Cell Phone No. 9862860745 for any purpose.
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Vijay Mallya’s France property worth Rs 14 crore seized by ED
By Raju Vernekar
Mumbai, Dec 7:
Fugitive liquor baron Vijay Mallya’s
property worth Rs 14 crore located
in France was seized under the
Prevention of Money Laundering
Act 2002 (PMLA) by the
Enforcement Directorate on Friday.
The action was undertaken by
French authorities “on the request
of the Enforcement Directorate”. The
property is located at 32 Avenue
FOCH in France and the value of the
seized asset is Euro 1.6 million that is
worth about Rs 14 crore, the ED said
in a statement.
Investigations conducted under the
PMLA revealed that a large amount
was remitted abroad from the bank
account of Kingfisher Airlines Ltd.
(KAL) for creation of the assets.
Mallya, who is fighting his
extradition to India, faces fraud and
money laundering charges in a bank
loan default case of over Rs 9,000
crore resulting from the collapse of
his defunct company KAL. He is in
the UK since March 2016 and is on

bail
on
an
extradition warrant
executed three
years ago by
Scotland Yard on
April 18, 2017.
Mallya’s downfall
began
after
his K ing fis he r
Airlines was
grounded in 2012. It
anyway did not
make any profit
during eight years
in operation. The company’s losses
touched Rs 2,142 crore for its fiscal
fourth quarter ending in March 2013,
compared with a net loss of Rs 1,150
crore a year earlier. The accumulated
losses as of March 2013 stood at a
whopping Rs 16,023 crore.
The FIR was lodged against KAL,
Mallya and others by CBI on 25
January 2016. Till now properties
worth Rs 11,231.70 crore (market
value at time of attachment) have
been attached and a prosecution
complaint has been lodged against
Mallya, United Breweries Holdings

Delhi Police arrests five
suspected terrorists after
encounter
AIR
New Delhi, Dec 7:
The Special Cell of Delhi Police
today apprehended five suspected
terrorists from the city’s Shakarpur
area after an encounter.
DCP, Special Cell of Delhi Police,
Pramod Kushwaha briefing media
informed that two of the five
arrested men are from Punjab. The
remaining three are from Kashmir.
Mr. Kushwaha said that the arrest
shows how ISI is trying to link
Khalistan movement with terrorism
in Kashmir.
He said, police has seized nearly
two kilogram heroin, arms and one
lakh rupees cash from the
possession of the suspected
terrorists.
Delhi police has also said that the
three Kashmiris who were arrested
are the Over Ground Workers of

Hizbul Mujahideen.
They have a set up in Pakistan with
their counterparts in Pakistan
Occupied Kashmir.
DCP Kushwaha said that two of
those arrested, Gurjeet Singh
Bhura and Sukhdeep are gangsters
and have linkages to Pakistan
based ISI operatives.
He said, gangsters are being used
for target killings which is used for
creating communal disharmony and
demoralising people who stand
against terrorism.
He also informed that these two
were involved in the murder of
Shaurya Chakra awardee Balwinder
Singh Bhikhiwind.
Delhi Police said that the arrest has
exposed the Drug trade module
operated by the terrorists to fund
their activities since the Fake
Currency module had been busted
after demonetisation.

Limited, bank
officials
and
others.
India
had
submitted
an
extradition
request to the
United Kingdom
in February 2017.
The request for
extradition of
Mallya was sent
to UK
and
Wes t m ins te r ’s
court ruled his extradition on
charges of money laundering on 10
December 2018. The court observed
that there was a clear dispersal and
misapplication of loan funds and it
was prima facie found that Mallya
was involved in a conspiracy to
launder money. Appeals by Mallya
to UK High court and later Supreme
Court were rejected.
He was declared fugitive economic
offender by the Special court (FEO
Act) on 05 January 2019. On 05
October 2020, the Union External
Affairs Ministry said that his

extradition from the United Kingdom
is held up due to “a confidential legal
issue” and there is no timeline
available for the process.
Mallya has repeatedly denied the
charges against him and offered to
pay back 100% of the amount
borrowed by Kingfisher Airlines, but
neither the banks nor the
Enforcement Directorate has been
willing to accept the offer. He also
claimed that the allegations against
him were related to borrowing only
Rs 900 crore.
Mallya owns money to nearly 17
banks in India. They include: SBIRs 1600 crore, PNB-Rs 800 crore,
IDBI Bank-Rs 800 crore, Bank of
India-Rs 650 crore, Bank of BarodaRs 550 crore, United Bank of IndiaRs 430 crore, Central Bank -Rs 410
crore, UCO Bank-Rs 320 crore,
Corporation Bank -Rs 310 crore,
State Bank of Mysore-Rs 150 crore,
Indian Overseas Bank-Rs 140
crore, Federal Bank -Rs 90 crore,
Punjab and Sind Bank-Rs 60 crore,
Axis Bank -Rs 50 crore and other
banks-Rs 603 crore.

Armed Forces Flag Day being
celebrated across country
Agency
New Delhi, Dec 7:
Armed Forces Flag Day is being
celebrated across country today.
Today, Vice President M Venkaiah
Naidu has called upon everyone to
collectively show their gratitude to
the martyrs, disabled soldiers and
their families by voluntarily
contributing towards Armed Forces
Flag Day Fund.
In a tweet, Mr Naidu said, our
soldiers are the guardians of the
nation and make many sacrifices to
protect the citizens.
He said, let us all salute and support
our gallant soldiers for their valour
and patriotism.
Extending his greetings on the
occasion of Armed Forces Flag Day
today, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said that the day marks a
special occasion to express
gratitude to our armed forces and
their families. He said, India is proud
of their heroic service and selfless

sacrifice.
Prime Minister urged everyone to
contribute towards the welfare of our
forces. He said, this gesture will help
many of our brave personnel and
their families.
Armed Forces Flag Day is observed
every year on 7th December since
1949 to honour the soldiers, sailors,
airmen of our country.
Citizens can contribute generously
to the cause of supporting the
valiant men in uniform defending
our borders by visiting the
website ksb.gov.in. Contributions
to Armed Forces Flag Day Fund are
exempted from Income Tax under
section 80 G of the Income Tax Act,
1961.
Union
Information
and
Broadcasting Minister Prakash
Javadekar has also urged everyone
to contribute to the Armed Forces
Flag Day Fund for the welfare of the
families of our martyrs and soldiers
who bravely fight on our borders to
protect the honor of the country.

Indian economy will be among top economies in the world in next few
years using science, technology, and innovation in all sectors,bouncing
back soon from after effects of COVID 19: NITI Aayog Vice Chairman
PIB Feature
Vice-Chairman, NITI Aayog, Dr.
Rajiv Kumar, emphasised that the
Indian economy will be among the
top economies in the world in the
next few years using science,
technology, and innovation in all
sectors, bouncing back soon from
the after effects of COVID 19, at a
webinar organized to celebrate 50
years of the Department of Science
and Technology (DST) recently.
“Steps and reforms have been
taken by the Government in all the
sectors, like agriculture, modern
medicine, traditional medicine,
New Education Policy, Small &
Medium Enterprises, labour sector
and so on, to target being among
the world’s top three economies
,” he said at the webinar on DST
Golden Jubilee Discourse Series On the other side of the Pandemic
- organised by National Council
for Science & Tec hnology
Communication and Vigyan Prasar.
He said that the pandemic has
changed many things and shown
new ways of doing things and
many of these are going to stay in
the post-COVID world, and we
need to have an innovative
economic system in the postCOVID world to remain floating.
Dr. Kumar added that the economy

pos t-COV ID has been in the
recovery mod e after the first
quarter and hoped that Indian
economy will bounce back in next
few quarters from the effects of
COVID-19 disruptions, will grow
by average 7-8 percent in next 2030 years and become the thirdlargest economy by 2047.
Talking about the s tructu ral
reforms by the government to help
Indian economy compete with the
best of the world, Dr. Kumar said,
“The government is committed to
imp roving the ease of doing
business, innovation ecosystem
where every school student has
access to the innovative tools and
trends.”
Speaking at the webinar, DST
Secretary Prof Ashutosh Sharma
highlighted the various steps DST
has taken to help Indian economy
grow at the desired rate by using
science ,
tec hnology,
and
innovation in all fields like clean
energy, healt h, ed ucation,
transport ,
agr icultu re,
communication, electric mobility,
electric stor age, quantum
technologies and so on. He also
talked about the steps DST has
taken to give flexibility to
scientists to deliver the desired
results for technology missions
and steps taken to help increase

the number of start ups us ing
innovat ion,
science,
and
technology.
“DST in the last 50 years has done
a lot of building of capacity, in all
areas. India is number three in
science publication in the world,
and DST has a great role in it. Our
last 50 years has been glorious,
but our next 5 0 years should
exceed the last 50 years. Our
budget has doubled in the last five
years, and it allows us to chart new
directions. While keeping all the
basic research and development in
place and enhancing it, we have
introduced a p roblem-solving
approach to research. We are
ready for the future, and there is a
whole lot of new emphasis on
innovation and startups and new
models of innovation”, P rof
Sharma said.
Mea nwhile , three Centre of
Excellence (CoE) set up under
National Mission for Sustaining
the Him al ayan Ecosys tem
(NMSHE)at Central Universities
from two North-Eastern states, and
Kas hmir were inaugurated by
Secretary Department of Science
& Technology (DST) Professor
Ashutosh Sharma , recently
through Video Conferencing.
Professor Sharma urged these
centres to lead the climate change

research in the Himalayan region
while inaugurating the centres at
the University of Kashmir, and
Sikkim University and Tezpur
University that have b een
established by the Department of
Science and Technology (DST).
He highlighted the importance of
focusing
on
relevant
interventions in this region which
is the third pole and is both a
contributor to climate change and
regulator of it.
He stress ed that the centres
should be the primary movers of
producing knowledge and also
using that knowledge with the
help of appropriate stakeholders
and also be a source of motivation
for Himalayan Universities to
come forward to take up research
challenges.
“Out of the 8 national missions
which are part of the National
Action Plan on Climate Change,
NMSHE is the only site-specific
mission that aims to take suitable
measures for safeguarding the
Indian Himalayan Region. With
capacity building the major focus
of NMSHE, we have set up Climate
Change (CC) cells in 12 out of
the 13 st ates and Un ion
territories of Himalayan region
and will soon have 13th state CC
cell in Ladakh,” he added.

