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The other side of HM Amit
Shah and Manipuri talent
Reception of VVIPs without RKCS
paintings become incomplete

While speaking on the occasion of the 11th Annual Conference of
Dalit Sahitya Academy at Manipur Press Club yesterday, Rajya Sabha
MP Leishemba Sanajaoba had rightly pointed out and expressed his
displeasure over the ‘Crab Culture’ among the Manipuri people.
These speeches of the descendent of Manipur Kings, now
representative of the Rajya Sabha, need to be seriously taken note
by each and every citizen of the state irrespective of which community
they belongs too. And one more thing he rightly pointed out was
that “we the people of Manipur never appreciate to any achievement
of another person”.

This is exactly what is happening in the state. Whenever a VVIP
visited that state it becomes an honour to present the paintings of
RKCS. An aesthetic painting of Raas Leela along with bouquet was
presented to Union Home Minister Amit Shah by Chief Minister N.
Biren Singh while honouring him at Hapta Kangjeibung on Dec 27. A
similar painting of Kangla gate was also presented to DoNER Minister
Jitendra along with a bouquet by the deputy Chief Minister. Both the
paintings are from the RKCS gallery. This is not the first time that
paintings from the RKCS gallery are being presented to VVIPs visiting
the state. To be precise, almost all VVIPs visiting the state as state
guest certainly have Paintings of RKCS. Besides, High dignitaries
Tourists including foreign diplomats and top Indian Army who
visited Manipur never wanted to return back without visiting the
RKSC Museum of Arts & Crafts (formerly known as RKCS Gallery)
located at Keishamthong in Imphal.
The art of RKCS does not received much recognition and honours in
the state of Manipur even though almost at every important buildings
of the State Government including Manipur State Assembly,
Assembly Museum ,State Museum, Rastrapati Bhavan,Rajbhavan
and many great public place outside the state like Manipur Bhavan
at Delhi and Kolkatta have paintings of RKCS, presently run by
proprietor name of RKCS,chiratalaya ,RKBudhimanta.
The then American President Bill Clinton sent a letter of appreciation
to the proprietor of RKCS Museum of Arts & Crafts in recognition to
his painting which he sent to him. Mother Teresa had shown great
respect for the RKCS team and a portrait painted by RK Budhimanta
and placed the painting of her at the entry of the Chapel which she
headed before leaving for heavenly abode.
As per information, RKCS paintings have been spread across 50 or
more countries across the globe.
Now, when Rajya Saba MP Leishemba Sanajaoba had stated that
Manipuri people lack the spirit to appreciate once work is somewhat
worth understand and people including the government should also
honour the RKCS team and the person keeping alive the gallery at
least by honouring him.
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NEP-2020 :A new Landscape in Education
By:SanjenbamJugeshwor Singh
Sr.Faculty,JCRE Global College,Babupara,Imphal
Education is fundamental for
achieving full human potential,
developing an equitable and just
society and promoting national
development. Providing universal
access to quality education is the
key to India’s continued ascent and
leadership on the global stage in
terms of economic growth, social
justice and equality, scientific
advancement, national integration
and
cultural preservation.
Universal high-quality education is
the best way forward fordeveloping
andmaximizing our rich talents and
resources for the good of the
individual, in society, the country
and the World. The world is
undergoing rapid changes in the
knowledge landscape with various
dramatic
scientific
and
technological advances such as the
rise of big data, machine learning
and artificial intelligence, many
unskilled jobs worldwide may be
taken over by machine, while the
need for a skilled workforce ,
particularly involving mathematics,
computer science and data science
in
conjunction
with
multidisciplinary abilities across the
sciences, social sciences and
humanities will be increasingly in
great demand. With climate change,
increasing pollution and depleting
natural resources, there will be a
sizeable shift in how we meet the
world’s energy, water, food and
sanitation needs, again resulting in
the need for new skilled labor
particularly in biology, chemistry,
physics, agriculture, climate
science and social science. The
growing emergence of epidemics
and pandemics will also call for
collaborative research in infectious
disease
management
and
development of vaccine and
resultant social issues heightens
the need for multidisciplinary
learning.
The New Education Policy
2020 is the first education policy of
the 21st century and aims to address
the many growing developmental
imperatives of our country. The
policy proposes the revision and
revamping of all aspect of the
education structure including its
regulation and governance to create
a new system that is aligned with
aspirational goals of 21st century

education,
including
SDG4(Sustainable Development
Goal-4),while building upon India’s
traditional value system. The
National Education Policy lays
particular emphasis on the
development of the creative
potential of each individual. It is
based on the principle that
education must developed not only
cognitive capacity-both the
fundamental capacities of literacy
and numeracy and higher order
cognitive capacities such as critical
thinking and problem solving-but
also social- ethical and emotional
capacities and disposition. In
today’s age of the knowledge-led
economy, developing human capital
to drive India’s next wave of socioeconomic growth is critical. For the
first time, there is an unequivocal
admission by the policy makers that
the existing system is obsolete. Key
objectives of the NEP-2020 around
reforms curriculum, universalization
of early childhood education,
national mission for fundamental
literacy, accreditation to shift focus
from inputs to outcomes and
change in governance structure to
ensure that the operator, the
regulator and adjudicator are not
the same are all laudable and
potentially disruptive.
How can this new policy be
implemented successfully? Yes,
here are few tips for this.
EXAMINATION: Examinations in
our country seem to be the be-all
and end-all of the education
process. Until institutions of higher
education migrate to more holistic
criteria for admission, we won’t see
a significant shift in the obsession
with examinations. It’s time we
dropped the percentage system and
arrived at results that provide just
the grade or broad range of
performance, so someone who
score 95% is not seen as lesser than
someone who scores 98%. We need
to adept a system of admission
where kindness is valued as much
as achievement. TEACHER: NEP2020 acknowledges that no reform
will work unless the teachers are
brought center stage. So the
teachers must be at the center of
the fundamental reforms in the
education system. The new
education policy must help re-

establish teachers, at all levels, as
the most respected and essential
members of society, because they
truly shape our next generation of
citizens. We need to rightfully glorify
and make teaching, one of the most
noble and aspired profession for the
best and the brightest. Building on
the medical residency model, we
must attach all teachers’ education
colleges to the top schools in the
country. Theory and practice must
go hand in hand using every good
classroom and every good teacher
to
make
more
teachers.INVESTMENT: We’ll have
to put our money where our mouth
is. As per UNDP estimates, the total
financial requirement for India to
reach SDG4 by 2030 averages to $173
billion per year, far exceeding the
current government budget of $76.4
billion a year for education.
Government schools spend about
Rs.24, 000- Rs..30, 000 per child per
annum, while in private schools,
91% of students pay lower than
Rs24, 000 per annum. However
public expenditure on education in
India has not come close to the
recommended level of 6% of GDP as
envisaged
by
the
1969
policyreiterated in the policy of 1986.
The current public expenditure on
education in India has been around
4.43% of GDP.OPENING THE
SECTOR: It’s obvious that the
government won’t be able to shore
up investment to the required levels
and would need significant private
participation with the current
regulatory structure and obsession
with keeping it ostensibly clean
through not for profit mechanism.
We’re ensuring our students are
deprived of quality education. If we
need investment, we need to
incentivize investors. Numerous
politicians and bureaucrats have
expressed that the whole not for
profit agenda is a charade. “How can
we expect institutions to invest
Rs.100 crore in skilling up schools
and not expect a return on their
capital? Not liberalizing means
keeping the sector unorganized,
where all kinds of businessmen with
no background interest or skills in
education get into the field and run
sub-standard institutions. If the
sector opens up, we will see big
chains coming in from within India

and across the globe that might
have business interest but will
ensure that there is certain level of
professionalism, efficient use of
technology and scale to invest in
research and development to deliver
more for lesser costs. A good
education institution is one in which
every student feels welcomed and
cared for , where a safe and
stimulating learning environment
exists, where a wide range of
learning experiences are offered and
where good physical infrastructure
and
appropriate
resources
conducive to learning are available
to
all
students..NEP
A
MISSION:The purpose of the
educationsystem is to develop
good human beings capable of
rational thought and action,
possessing
compassion and
empathy, courage and resilience,
scientific temper and creative
imagination with sound ethical
moorings and values. It aims at
producing engaged, productive
and contributing citizens for
building an equitable, inclusive and
plural society as envisaged by our
Constitution. Millions of parents
and educators around the country
have deep rooted and extremely
outdated mental models of what
education should be. Assumptions
like –rote learning works,
examinations and competition are a
must even at a young age, we
should follow one book,
examination results equal intellects,
we all did fine with this kind of
education- are all barriers to change.
So, NEP-2020 is a Mission with a
vision to eradicate age old obsolete
system of education in India.
This national Education Policy
envisions an education system
rooted to Indian ethos that
contributes directly to transforming
India, sustainably into an equitable
and vibrant knowledge society by
providing high quality education to
all and thereby making India a global
knowledge superpower. The
government needs to run strong
campaigns to emphasize the need
for change and to invest in
curriculum, structures and practices
that re-humanize and re-build our
ailing education system.
The writer can be reached to:
sjugeshwor7@gmail.com
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The Second World War, Colonial State Building ..............
By- Dr. Sylvia Yambem, (History Dept., Manipur University)
Historiography on local participation
reveals distinct camps or groups each
professing their loyalties to the
contesting parties; firstly at the
highest echelon of the society was
the Royal Family who supported the
cause of the British Empire’s war
efforts and the state’s administrative
system was transformed to meet the
exigencies of the war, secondly, the
politically conscious Manipuri middle
class who identified with the Indian
national movement supported
Subhas Chandra Bose’s INAJapanese forces, and lastly, the
common valley-hill inhabitant who
also equally professed their loyalties
to the British or the Japanese-INA
forces. Here it is important to
emphasize that the loyalties of the
middle class Meiteis were inclined
towards the INA, which they
identified with the Congress (Indian
National Congress). British archival
records also labeled the politically
conscious Meiteis whether belonging
to political organizations like the
Nikhil Manipuri Mahasabha or the

Praja Sanmelani as “Congress men”,
and attempts were also made by the
Assam Provincial Committee in 1939
to send their workers into Manipur.
M. Koireng Singh (2018) one of the
local Moirang supporter of the INAJapanese movement observes that the
local leaders naturally supported the
INA-Japanese forces. For the Kukis
Indo-Japanese support was driven by
their local grievances (Guite 2010).
The native’s whether Meiteis, Kukis,
Nagas and others, support for the
Japanese were also motivated by their
intensive propaganda on shared
ethnicity between the north eastern
mongoloid Indians and the Japanese
Mapping response and participation
of the local people in the Second
World War however is highly
contentious. The contestations
emerge largely because this is a
relatively undocumented history,
belonging primarily to the voices of
the marginalized common people,
suppressed by colonial writings and
ignored by mainstream Indian
literature. Fortunately however new
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emerging writings on the north
eastern region have begun to explore
the impact and role of the north east
in the history of the second world
war, the contribution of the people
as well as the consequences of the
war on state building in Manipur and
the people including the gendered
dimensions of war(Dena, Lal 1974,
2014, Singh 1993, Singh 1998,
Mukherji 2009, Guite 2010, Pau 2014,
Devi 2018, Katoch 2019, Yambem
2019, Naorem 2020).
The Royal Family and state
administration
Maharaja Bodhachandra Singh and
the state administration gave full
support and cooperation to the war
efforts. For administrative
convenience during the war the
Maharaja declared the region as an
operational area and even
surrendered his authorities to the
General Officer Commanding-inChief (GOC), IV Corps of the Allied
Forces. To meet the war exigencies
the GOC was empowered to maintain
and administer Martial Law as long
as necessary, to appoint officers to
administer it under his discretion, as
well as to terminate the state of
Martial Law when considered no
longer necessary. The Manipur state

administration was thus directly
handed over to the GOC of the Allied
Forces. Other wartime administrative
measures initiated include the “Grow
More Food” campaign carried out
with active support of the state
servants along with the Military
Local Purchase Officers that
succeeded in purchasing food for
the military allied forces stationed in
Imphal. It is reported that from
October 1942-Sepetmber 1943
around 78,014 maunds of
vegetables, 3,17,744 maunds of
potatoes, 10,991 maunds of fruits,
11,435 maunds of charcoal along
with 1,31,940 eggs, 82,322 ducks and
chickens were purchased under the
scheme (Manipur Administration
Report 1943-44). War-bonds and
Defence Savings Certificates were
also devised as savings mechanism
and
means
to
combat
inflation.Besides humanitarian
initiatives such as the opening of
camps to accommodate the
thousands of refugees fleeing
Burma was started as early as
January-February 1942 by Maharaja
Bodhachandra and the Maharani.
The Administration Report (1943-44)
mentions that the Maharaja and the
Maharani fed hundreds of these

refugees coming from Burma.
Manipur was swarmed by thousands
of refugees whether Indian coolies,
dock labourers, household servants,
women and children, Anglo-Indian or
Anglo-Burmese, British families and
even Italians and Swedes who were
in-transit to Dimapur.
Other notable members of the
Manipur State Durbar (MSD or
Durbar) and government officials
who canvassed for public support
include R.K Bhaskor Singh and L.
Ibungohal Singh who in public
meetings boosted public morale and
support for the Allied forces, or even
S. Nodiachand Singh and C.
Niladhwaja. The success of the Grow
More Food campaign was possible
with the cooperation of the MSD
members, who each were allocated
their respective jurisdiction for
popularizing the state sponsored
programme.
The National War Front Committee
that was inaugurated on 23rd January
1944 at the Palace Durbar Hall had as
its Chairman the Maharaja and the
state War-Fund Committee members
as primary members. The Front was
an initiative of E. F. Lydall, the
President of the Manipur State
Durbar which constituted the highest

decision making body in the state.
The support given by the Royal
Family and the state administration
was therefore in toto, whole hearted.
It was also as expected, because the
Manipur state established following
the Anglo-Manipuri war of 1891 had
vested political authority in the
hands of the minor King Churachand
Singh who had been nominated by
the Queen Empress from the
collateral line of the monarchy. King
Churachand also established his
loyalty to the British Empire “by
placing both his services and the
resources of his state at the disposal
of the King Emperor” to the cause
of the First World War. In return
the Raja was made a C.B.E in 1917
and was awarded the hereditary
title of Maharaja and the K.C.S.I
star in 1934. Likewise at the
outbreak of the Second World War,
Maharaja Churachand Singh
besides once again placing the
resources of the state at the
disposal of the King Emperor in
1939 also gifted an amount of Rs.
85,000/- from the state funds to His
Majesty’s Government for the
purchase of an aircraft (Ibid).
(To be contd. )
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New mutant variant of SARS- CoV-2 virus PEC welcomes New Delhi’s
reported from UK, affects 20 in India
gesture on media corona-victims
Suspension of flights from UK till 7th January recommended ; In
Maharashtra: Covid-19 restrictions to continue till 31 January

By Raju Vernekar
New Delhi,Mumbai, Dec 30:
Total of 20 persons have been
found with the mutant variant
of SARS- CoV-2 virus reported
from UK as per the samples
tested by “Indian SARS-CoV2 Genomics Consortium”
comprising 10 laboratories
across the country, set up by
the Government of India.
Out of 107 samples tested, 20
tested positive for new
variant. The break of the
samples tested is: NCDC,
Bangalore -samples tested 14(
positive 8), NIBG, Kalyani,
Kolkata 7(1), National Institute
of Virology, Pune (NIV), Pune
50(1), The National Institute
of Mental Health and NeuroSciences,
Bangalore
(NIMHANS),
15(7),
T he C e nt r e fo r
C ellu la r & Mole cular
Biology (CCMB), Hyderabad
15(2), IGIB 6(1), DBT,
Bangalore 0(0)= total 107(20).
No samples were tested at
DBT, Bangalore, DBT, Pune,,
ILS Bhubaneshwar, Odisha
and NCSS, Pune.
Those affected by new mutant
variant of SARS- CoV-2 virus
include three persons from
Karnataka,
two
from
Telengana, one from Andhra
Pradesh. Another person was
tested positive for new variant
after he was screened at a
facility of the Greater
Hyderabad
Municipal
Corporation on Wednesday.
A 47-year-old Anglo-Indian

woman, who returned to
Rajamahendravaram
in
Andhra Pradesh on 23
December 23, was found to
have contracted the new
mutated strain. Her son tested
negative while another person
who came in contact with her
also did not contract any virus.
The woman travelled to
Visakhapatnam from New
Delhi by AP express.
Besides 18 returnees from UK
to Kerala have showed signs
of new variant. Of these
samples of 8 people have been
sent to the National Institute
of Virology (NIV), Pune for
Genomic analysis, while the
rest have been sent to
institutional quarantine.
In the meanwhile authorities
are in search of 109 people
who returned to Pune from
UK. Similarly the Odisha
health authorities have formed
six teams to trace out 27 people
who escaped from institutional
quarantine of 7 days. The
Karnataka is struggling to
locate nearly 570 of them who
have gone missing.
While
nearly
33,000
passengers returned to India
from UK between 25
November and 4 December,
2020, 114 of them tested
positive for COVID-19 and
their samples have been sent
for testing.
The Union Health Ministry,
has stated that daily
recoveries have outnumbered
the daily new cases since last
33 days. In the last 24

hours, 20,549 persons were
found to be COVID-19
positive in the country. During
the same period, 26,572 new
recoveries were registered
ensuring drop in the active
caseload.
India’s cumulative recoveries
stood at 98,34,141 on 30
December. The recovery rate
reached nearly 96% and the
gap between recoveries and
active cases is consistently
widening (95,71,869).
78.44% of the new recovered
cases are observed to be
concentrated in 10 States/UTs.
Maharashtra has reported the
maximum number of single day
recoveries with 5,572 newly
recovered cases. 5,029 people
recovered in Kerala followed
by 1,607 in Chhattisgarh.
Ten States/UTs account
for 79.37% of the new deaths.
Maharashtra
saw
the
maximum casualties (68). West
Bengal and Delhi follow with
30 and 28 daily deaths,
respectively.
In the meanwhile, the Health
Ministry has recommended to
the Ministry of Civil Aviation
the extension of the temporary
suspension
of
flights
originating from UK into India
to be further extended till 7th
January (Thursday), 2021.
This has been recommended
based on the inputs received
from the Joint Monitoring
Group (JMG) headed by the
Director General of Health
Services (DGHS) and the
National Task Force jointly

headed by DG, ICMR and
Member (Health), NITI
Aayog.
It has also been suggested to
Ministry of Civil Aviation that
after 7th January 2021, strictly
regulated resumption of
limited number of flights
originating from UK into India
may be considered. The
specifics of such a mechanism
may be worked out by
Ministry of Civil Aviation in
consultation with Ministry of
Health & Family Welfare.
The Union Health Secretary has
written to all the States to keep a
strict vigil on all events that could
be potential “super spreader”
events, and to curb crowding in
the wake of the New Year
celebrations and various events
associated with it as well as ongoing winter season.
The Home Ministry has also
stipulated that there shall be
no restriction on interstate and
intra-state movement of
persons and goods. Drawing
attention to this, the Health
Secretary has urged the states
to promptly assess the local
situation and consider
imposition of appropriate
restrictions on 30th and 31
December, 2020 as well as on
1st January, 2021.
In another development, the
Maharashtra government on
Wednesday extended the
COVID-19
restrictions
(including night curfews) till
January 31. A notification to
that effect was issued by the
chief secretary Sanjay Kumar.

Centre to hold 6th round of talks with Farmers
Agency
New Delhi, Dec 30:
The Union government will
hold the sixth round of talks
with farmers’ unions today.
The Government has invited
farmers’ unions for talks to end
the impasse over the three
farm laws. This will be the sixth

round of talks between the
government and farmers to
end the deadlock. The Centre
has written to 40 farmers
unions and invited them for
talks. Apart from the farm laws,
discussions will be held on
MSP and on legislations
related to air quality and the
electricity. The government

has reiterated that it is
committed to finding a logical
solution on all relevant issues
raised by the farmers with a
clear intention and an open
mind.
While flagging off the 100th
Kisan Rail from Sangola in
Maharashtra to Shalimar in
West Bengal, Prime Minister

Narendra Modi had said that
his government’s policies are
clear
and
intentions
transparent in reforming the
agriculture sector. He asserted
that the NDA government will
continue to work to
strengthen farmers and agri
sector with full force and
dedication.

KVIC Distributed Rs. 30 crore to Khadi Artisans
in J&K During Covid- 19 to Sustain Their Lives
PIB
New Delhi, Dec 30:
Khadi and Village Industries
Commission (KVIC) lent
special focus on Khadi
artisans in Jammu & Kashmir
during the Covid-19 period.
While KVIC worked tirelessly
for creating sustainable
employment across the
country, it disbursed Rs 29.65
crore to Khadi Institutions in
the hilly terrains of J&K
alone, which has been the
focus area of the Central
Government.
This amount has been
disbursed from May 2020 to
September 2020 to 84 Khadi
institutions
in
J&K
benefitting 10,800 Khadi
artisans associated with these
institutions. The financial
assistance has been given
under Modified Marketing
Development Assistance
(MMDA) scheme of KVIC
which is directly linked with
the production activities.
Under this scheme, money is
directly transferred into the
bank accounts of artisans
through DBT.

During
the
Covid-19
lockdown period, a special
drive was also launched by
KVIC to settle 951 old MMDA
claims of J&K Khadi
institutions that were related
to 2016-17 to 2018-19, pending
due to various technical
reasons.
KVIC Chairman Shri Vinai
Kumar Saxena said through
this special drive, the
payment of Rs 29.65 crore
released to 84 Khadi
institutions has directly
benefited 10,800 artisan
families in J&K which goes on
to strengthen the Prime
Minister’s dream of making
every weaker section
“Aatmanirbhar”.
“Apart from ensuring
financial assistance through
MMDA Scheme to Khadi
Institutions and artisans,
KVIC also roped in
thousands of women artisans
working in self-help groups in
Jammu, Udhampur, Pulwama,
Kupwara and Anantnag in
stitching of Khadi face
masks. Almost 7 lakh Khadi
face masks were stitched by
these women artisans and

supplied to the J&K
Government,” Saxena said.
At present, 103 Khadi
Institutions are working in
J&K. Of these, 12 are primarily
dealing in production of
Kashmir’s globally acclaimed
Pashmina Shawls. Over 60%
of these shawls are produced
in South Kashmir region, i.e.
Anantnag,
Bandipora,

Pulwama and Kulgam. The
products made in J&K have
found a large number of
consumers in states like
Delhi, Rajasthan, Haryana,
Uttar Pradesh, Madhya
Pradesh and Uttarakhand.
These products are being
sold through various Khadi
India Sale outlets and through
KVIC e-portal.

IT Correspondent
Geneva/ Guwahati, Dec. 30:
Press Emblem Campaign
(PEC), the international media
watchdog
based
in
Switzerland, welcomes the
latest initiative of Indian
Union government in New
Delhi to offer supports to the
families of journalists, who
died
of
Covid-19
complications.
PEC
( w w w. p r e s s e m b l e m . c h )
believes that it would inspire
other nations to adopt similar
welfare programs for media
corona-victims
in
the
respective countries.
Mentionable is that Press
Information Bureau, the
government sponsored media
organ in New Delhi, has been
collecting applications from

the families of corona-media
victims with an aim to
sup port them under the
journalist welfare scheme.
Affected families are advised
to apply with documents
relating to the proof of
working as a journalist, death
cer tificate & medical
document showing as
Covid-19 victims and
relevant income certificates
or income-tax returns of the
family.
India has lost 53 journalists
till date since March to the
novel corona virus infection
aggravated ailments where
as the global tally reached to
585. Till now Peru tops the
list with 93 media-casualties,
said Blaise Lempen, general
secretary of PEC adding that
Brazil (51 deaths), Mexico

(42), Ecuador & Bangladesh
(41 each), Italy (34), USA
(30), Pakistan (22), Turkey
(17), UK (12) follow India and
Peru.
PEC’s country representative
Nava Thakuria appreciates
the initiative as various
organiz ations including
Journalists’ Forum Assam
(JFA) requested Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to
announce a financial package
to each media victim family as
a mark of respect to those
corona-warriors. He also
urges them to apply with the
prescribed format (available at
www.pib.gov.in) addressing
the additional director
general, press facilities, PIB
and send to mail ids
<prspib101@gmail.com> or
<adgpf107@gmail.com>.
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Energy harvesting and
doubling the farmers’ income
By DharmendraPradhan
India currently consumes
only one-third energy of the
world average. As we move
towards more robust energy
consumption figures, India
faces the unique challenge
of seaming together
disparate, competing needs:
a ballooning appetite while
cutting dependence on
imports, greening the grid
while ensuring affordability,
replacing old sources of
energy production while
boosting employment and
the human and economic
capital of the people.
Needless to say, vigorous
ideation needs to undergird
such energy transitions.
The question is particularly
cardinal for the sector I am
in-charge of: petroleum and
natural gas, as the energy
sector clasps closely to
issues of climate change. We
import about 85 percent of
our crude oil and 56 percent
of our gas for domestic
use—these trends tend to
pose serious impediments to
the deliverables—delineated
above— that we aspire to
achieve. In this context,
biofuels have become a tool
for achieving these delicate
balance of outcomes.
In the past few years,
progress made in the
ethanol, compressed biogas
and biodiesel space—all
different forms of biofuel—
will have a direct positive
impact on the farmer’s income
and the well-being of their
communities, while also
cutting
our
import
dependence for energy.
Currently, the aim is to achieve
ten percent ethanol blending
in petrol by 2022 and 20
percent blending by 2030 that
will cut down carbon
emissions in vehicles.
In 2019, in a first for the
Republic Day parade, the IAF
flew aircrafts in ‘vic’ formation
whose lead plane used a mix
of traditional and biofuel
symbolising
the
government’s determination
to seek alternative sources of
fuel.The primary raw material
for ethanol production in
India is sugarcane and its byproducts accounting for
more than 90 percent of fuel
ethanol supplies under the
ethanol blended petrol (EBP)

programme of the ministry.
This programme injects
liquidity into the stressed
sugar sector and provides an
alternative revenue stream to
sugar farmers. This programme
also encourages diversion of
sugarcane for ethanol
production, which results in a
decrease in the sugar glut in the
country.
Ethanol supplies have improved
from 38 crorelitres in 2013-14 to
189 crorelitres in 2019. Offers of
about 350 crorelitres from both
sugar/molasses and grain-based
distilleries are expected this year.
In addition to sugarcane,
ethanol is also produced from
damaged food grains, B-heavy
molasses snd sugarcane juice.
This translates to nearly Rs.
35,000 crores in the past six
years flowing back to the farmers
through sugar mills and
distilleries as oil marketing
companies (OMCs) provide off
take guarantee at fixed prices.
This arrangement also improves
the health of the payment cycle
to farmers since OMCs settle
their ethanol dues to distilleries
in a matter of 21 days instead of
the months that the farmers had
to wait for their payment from
sugar mills.
Recently, with the decision to
utilise surplus rice available with
the Food Corporation of India
and maize as an additional
source feedstock for ethanol
production from this year
onwards, farmers would have an
alternate market for their
produce.
With regards biodiesel, the
National Policy on Biofuels in
2018 targets 5 percent blending
of biodiesel in diesel by 2030.
The policy encourages setting
up of supply chain mechanisms
for biodiesel production from
non-edible oilseeds, used
cooking oil and short gestation
crops. These crops can be easily
cultivated in various states on
land which are presently barren
or not fit for edible crops thus
boosting farmers’ incomes.
Biodiesel procured by the
OMCs for blending High Speed
Diesel has increased from 1.19
crorelitres in 2015-16 to 10.55
crorelitres last year.
The Sustainable Alternative
Towards
Affordable
Transportation
(SATAT)
scheme launched in October
2018 aims to establish an
ecosystem for production of
compressed biogas (CBG) from

various waste biomass
sources in the country. Under
SATAT, 5000 CBG plants with
a total production capacity of
15 million metric tonne per
annum (MMTPA), which is
equivalent to 54 MMSCMD of
gas by 2023, has been
planned. This initiative offers
a potential for investment of
about 1.75 lakh crores
generating about 75,000 direct
employment opportunities.
Many of the proposed plants
will use crop residue, like
paddy straw and biomass as
feedstock for production of
CBG, especially in Haryana,
Punjab and UP. The SATAT
scheme will not only stanch
GHG emissions but will reduce
burning of agricultural
residues, which results in
significant air pollution in cities
like
Delhi,
generate
employment in rural and waste
management sectors, boost
income for farmers from their
unutilised organic waste,
among other benefits. One of
the byproducts of CBG plants
is biomanure, which can be
used in farming.
The components of a biofuel
supply chain create a circular
rural economy that spews
substantial environmental,
socio-economic and health
benefits for communities. A
total of Rs 1 lakh crores
annual worth of biofuels will
be purchased by OMCs in
the near future for blending,
which will be ploughed back
to the rural economy, thus
significantly contributing to
the goal of doubling farmers’
income. Keeping in mind
international
climate
commitments and domestic
requirements, Prime Minister
NarendraModi’s emphasis
has been on energy
availability, accessibility and
affordability, efficiency in
energy
use,
energy
sustainability and security
for mitigating global
uncertainties. The quest,
therefore, has been to shift
the perception and the
functioning of my ministry
from one not merely focused
on international trade to one
that strengthens the human
development indices of the
poorest standing in the
queue.
(The writer is Union
Minister of petroleum and
natural gas)
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President Ram Nath Kovind says digital India initiative should
continue to strive towards reducing the digital divide
Agency
New Delhi, Dec 30:
President Ram Nath Kovind
today said the digital India
initiative of the government
should continue to strive
towards reducing the digital
divide. He said a large segment
of the population is still not
able to derive the benefits of
digital services. Mr Kovind
said, the number of such
people needs to be minimised
by extending digital access to
them through effective

innovations. He, however,
said, India utilised the Corona
Pandemic crisis as an
opportunity to march ahead in
various arenas.
Conferring the Digital India
Awards 2020 through video
conferencing, Mr Kovind
said, it was possible only
because
the
digital
infrastructure has been
strengthened in recent years.
He said, this pandemic has
changed the world in terms of
social relations, economic
activities, health care,

education and several other
aspects of life. President
expressed happiness that from
the judiciary to tele-medicine,
scores of sectors switched to
the virtual mode. Saying
technological advances are
often termed as disruptions,
President highlighted how in
this year they helped
overcome the big disruption
to a great extent. Mr Kovind
said digital inclusion has
touched our lives in most
simple ways .
Mr. Kovind said technology

and ICT-driven innovative
solutions must be leveraged
to aid economic inclusiveness
and social transformation
even in the remotest corners
of the country. The President
also called for exploring
innovative solutions for the
functioning of government
offices in paperless and
contactless mode for security
and benefit of every citizen He
said that NIC has been running
many technology-driven
initiatives for making
interaction between the

government and citizens
seamless and hassle-free.
Hailing the role of digital
warriors, the President said
they helped the country
overcome challenges posed
by the pandemic. He said,
proactive implementation of
platforms such as Arogya
Setu, e-office and video
conferencing services backed
by a robust ICT infrastructure
has helped the country reduce
the pandemic hardships.
In line with Digital India’s
vision, this is the first time that

Career Guidance

Best opportunity in Yoga Education
By- Vijay GarG
At present, yoga has a very
good impact on our life and it
is very demanding in today
lifestyle and students are
seeking towards to make career
in this field.
Professionals, those shares their
knowledge of the science of
meditation & yoga are called as
Yoga Teachers or Yogis.
There is a great career scope of
yoga not in India but also in
abroad. Yoga is an ancient art &
natural ways to keep our body
fit & healthy. Yoga not only
helps physically, but in
improving mental health.
The integral part of Yoga is
practiced physical exercises
which called Asanas & breathing
exercises which called
Pranayam.
Fitness is the call of today’s
world which raising the need of
a yoga teacher or instructor on
the global platform.
Courses & Eligibility

What are the courses to pursue
in this field?
There are many courses
available in this field by which
students can make their career
in this field. Some of the most
sought courses are mentioned
here:
Certificate Course:
Certificate Course inYoga (CCY):
It is a one and a half month
course with the eligibility of HSC
passed. No age limit for this
course.
Bachelor Course:
Bachelor in Arts (Yoga
Philosophy): Duration of this
course will be three years with
the eligibility of 10+2 from any
stream securing minimum 45%
marks.
UG. Diploma in Yoga Education:
It is a one year duration course
with six months internship with
the eligibility of graduate from
any stream with a certificate in
Yoga.
Master Course:
PG. Diploma in Yoga Therapy: It

is a one year duration course
with the eligibility of graduation
with any stream from any
recognized university.
Master of Arts in Yoga: It is a
two year duration course with
the eligibility of minimum
graduation from any stream.
Other Course:
Advanced Yoga Teachers’
Training Course in Yoga
(AYTTC): One month duration
course with eligibility of
certificate, diploma or graduation
in yoga with two years teaching
experience in yoga.
Strong Determination
Have a will power to practice the
most difficult “asanas” or yogic
positions
On a professional level, you can
usually specialize in any one of
the following patterns:
Yoga exercises for physical
fitness
Spiritual yoga
Yoga therapy
Yoga especially designed for
kids

Yoga designed to benefit of
seniors
Yoga for the couples
Corporate yoga
Prenatal and/or postnatal yoga
Private lessons of yoga
Retreats or workshops
Admission
You can pursue bachelor yoga
courses after passing your 12th
(Courses After 12th) class from
any stream and for master
courses you should hold a
graduate degree in any stream.
There is not any age limit for
admission in yoga courses
Career Scope
By seeing the benefits of Yoga,
career opportunities in this field
are increasing in India as well as
in abroad also. After pursuing
yoga courses, you can work in
health clubs, yoga & pilates
studios, special needs centre,
private gym and in individual
clients homes.
“After became a yoga
instructor, you would usually
be self-employed by running

your own yoga school.”
For the Yoga Professionals,
there are several job options
available both in the
government & private sectors.
You can also self-employed by
opening your own yoga center.
Yoga also opens various jobs
in the given field such as
research,
management,
hospital,
academic,
administrative, consultation,
etc. The government has made
it compulsory to have a Yoga
teacher in every school
Duties of a Yoga Instructor:
“Salary packages are excellent
in this field.”
In India, the average salary of a
Yoga Instructor is between 10k
to 25k per month. In abroad, they
can get a good salary package
in this field.
As a reputed instructor in this
field with masters or Ph.D degree
earning can be touched up to 1
lakh per month. Earning will also
depend upon the location,
sector, company, education, etc.

PIB Feature

Imperative of countering a false narrative

By- Hardeep S Puri
It is important to understand
the necessity, logicand
chronology of the agriculture
reforms. A cacophony of lies
is doing the rounds.One of the
propagated false narratives
about the reforms is that ‘MSP
will be removed’.
Not only did the Modi
Government implement the
recommendations of the
Swaminathan Committee to
increase MSP to 1.5 times of
the cost of production but it
increased MSP in the range of
40-70% in case of all crops and
expenditure of procurement at
MSP increased by 85% in
2014-19 from 2009-14. The
budget of the Department of
Agriculture has gone up six
times in as many years.
MSP is an administrative
mechanism.Why would the
government introduce these
three laws, specifically
bringing about ecosystem
reforms, if all it wanted to do
was to remove MSP? If there
was any thought of removing
MSP, why would it keep on
increasing MSP over the past

five years?
Referring to the predicament
of farmers, Shri Rahul Gandhi
had stated in the Lok Sabha in
2015- ‘Few years ago, a farmer
asked me about the cost of
chips sold at Rs 10 when we
sell potatoes at Rs 2/kg. If we
directly give our produce to
the factories, then the middle
men won’t benefit’.
Scurrilous and baseless lies
are circulating on social
media that the land belonging
to farmers will be taken away
by corporate entities. The
laws specifically provide
layers of protection for our
farmers, giving them legal
safeguards to counter any
unwarranted claims of
corporates. Furthermore, we
have clearly stated in the laws
that such acquisition or
leasing of land of our farmers
will not be allowed in any
case. Our farmers are the
stewards of land, soil and
forests and land is truly like
their mother. They have
dedicated their lives, blood
and sweat to its care. Their
mother is safe. We won’t
allow anyone to come and
take their land from them.
The corporations today have
a vast array of sectors they
can work in, and agriculture
is certainly not the most
profitable of ventures today.
So to say that corporations
will come in and make a lot of
money on our farmers’
expense is ridiculous. We

need corporations in our agri
supply chain for the value
they will add in terms of
testing of inputs and
products, scientific approach
to produce outputs and
creating access to essential
infrastructure while helping
build rural resilience which is
critical for our future
generations.By way of
example, in Kenya, Unilever
is working with the Kenya Tea
Development Agency Ltd
(KTDA) to build resilience
and empower marginal land
holders economically. Do we
not need many similar
initiatives
in
Indian
agriculture?
The Amul co-operative
success has shown that
despite the fragmented small
scale producer system that
might be present in a sector,
people can come together to
create a raging success story.
Today, Amul is not just
producing milk, but much of
its revenue comes from
processed foods exported
worldwide. This is the kind of
success story we want for our
farmers through these
reforms.Our government has
created 10,000 Framer
Producer Organizations
which bring small and
marginal farmers together and
give them access to social
capital, information and
negotiating power.
Several other steps have been
taken in the same direction.

Prime Minister launched the
100 th Kisan
Rail
from
Maharashtra to Bengal where
farmers can send their 50-100
kgs produce in cold chain
coaches. TheRs 1 lakh crore
Agri- InfrastructureFundhas
been created so that there is
access to capital to build
essential infrastructure space
like warehouses, cold stores,
sorting,
grading
and
packaging units, rural
marketing platforms, emarketing units, etc.
TheKisanSamman Nidhi (Rs
1,10,000 crore have already
been
paid
under
this)supportsourfarmers and
alleviatessubsistence issues
while protecting their dignity,
which used to cause severe
distress to our small and
marginal farmers.
We created a robust crop
insurance mechanism,the
P r a d h a n
MantriKisanFasalBimaYojana
which has paid Rs. 87,000
crores as insurance to farmers
against a premium of Rs
17,450 crores.
We have known Punjab and
Haryana to be the granaries
of India. They account for
around 30% of the national
food production and around
70% of our MSP procurement
happens from these states.A
2018 study by the National
Bank for Agriculture and Rural
Development showed that
52.5 per cent of all agricultural
households were indebted,

with an average debt of
$1,470. At the same time, 30%
of the crops produced
continue to get wasted due
to a lack of proper cold chain
infrastructure required to
safeguard the perishable
produce. Additionally, the
agriculture sector remains
immensely fragmented due to
many intermediaries, who
often have huge margins.
PM Modi Ji, who constantly
draws inspiration from the
Sikh Gurus may be seen to be
following the 38 th Pauri
of Japji Sahib. He strives to
be the goldsmith, who with
total sincerity of purpose,
purity of heart, patience and
strong will power seeks to
mould the gold of agriculture
into beautiful ornaments for
the welfare of our farming
brothers and sisters. He aims
to put more money into their
pockets, to rid them of debt,
open new avenues of wealth
generation
and
employment and to use every
economic actor including the
corporate sector for their
benefit.
Our hard-working farmers can
turn our agriculture intensive
states into the granaries of
the world. The agricultural
reform laws intend to create
the right ecosystem to
support them, guide them and
make them Atmanirbhar.
*****The writer is a
member of Union Council
of Ministers

the entire process of the
Digital India Awards is being
conducted online from
nominations to screening to
the final awards ceremony.
National Informatics Centre
under Ministry of Electronics

and Information Technology
has been conducting the
biennial Digital India Awards
to promote innovation in
eGovernance and digital
transformation of government
service delivery mechanism.

Tripura is preparing for
COVID-19 vaccination
Agency
Agartala, Dec 30:
State education minister Ratan
Lal Nath has said that the
Tripura government has got
a new standard operating
procedure from the Health
ministry regarding the new
strain of the coronavirus.
Nath mentioned that “On
t he p r e p a r a t io n s f or
co mb a t in g t h e t hr e at of
the ne w s train, the sta te
g ov e r n m e nt
already

s t a r t e d a p r oc e s s f or
purchasing a Sequencing
Machine”.
Five people who came from
the UK between November
26 to December 28 were
tested for COVID-19, and
one was tested positive.
The state government has
m a d e a r r ang e m e nt s a nd
identified Panchayati Raj
Training Institute (PRTI)
Wom e n’s H o s t e l a s a
quarantine centre, if any
positive case is found.

YEAR- END POEM
Bye- Bye 2020
By - Raju Vernekar
The leap year 2020 is fading out,
It was the worst year, no doubt,
Anti-CAA stir spilled out,
The protestors continued to fight,
Ominous COVID-19 made people ill,
Brought the world to a standstill,
Prolonged lockdown subdued zeal,
Galloping virus made the task uphill,
The terms Negative, positive, quarantine became
common,
As corona proved to be a demon,
With sanitizer, face mask, lifestyle saw a new way,
The people struggled to keep the virus away,
Physical distancing divided people,
As COVID-19 became palpable,
Health workers put up a valiant fight,
But the virus made the situation tight,
As the virus spread its tentacles,
Mounting death figures became a routine spectacle,
Many Covax candidates entered the fray,
But their efficacy continued to be gray,
Job loss, slow down, increased the fear,
As uncontrollable virus put the economy in reverse gear,
Webinars, Virtual Meetings, Work from Home,
Kept people confined to their homes,
Government’s “Atmanirbhar III” came with many sops,
Multi crore rupees package revived little hopes,
Eve’s safety remained the cause of concern,
Hathras gang-rape sent shivers across the nation,
Multiple acts were brought in to dispel eve’s fear,
But “Nirbhayas” continued to be hounded by fear,
Amid pandemic, China continued to indulge in disorder,
20 Indian Army men killed in Galwan along the border,
Pak continued the ceasefire violation,
Indian troops fired in retaliation,
Pandemic also witnessed continuing toppling games,
In Madhya Pradesh, the Congress failed to BJP’ game,
In the US Presidential election, Republicans witnessed a
slump,
As Democrat Joe Biden ousted Trump,
Farmers’ staged agitation over farm acts,
The government struggled to present the facts,
At the fag end, the new corona variant became the cause
of concern,
Made the world to take extra precaution,
Let’s hope that in the year 2021,
We bounce back and emerge number one.
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Former leader of rebel group UNLF
pays tribute to Lamyanba NK Sanjaoba

Convicted Rape and Maya Kuki in top 25
in the prestigious Mrs
Murder accused
Collective decision for a peaceful
Universe 2020 !!
awarded death
co-existent is the only way forward
– RK. Meghen penalty; Court order
hang till death
IT News
Imphal, Dec 30:

IT News
Imphal, Dec 30:

IT News
Imphal, Dec 30:
Perhaps for the time after
his r ele as e d fr om the
Gu wa hati ce nt ra l jail on
com p le tion
of
the
conviction , former leader of
the UNLF, RK Meghen @
S ana yaim a, app ear e d in
p ub lic g a t her i ng to p ay
floral tributes to Lamyanba
NK Sanajoaba, the pioneer
of investigative journalist
in Manipur , at Lamyangba
Sanglen Palace Compound
in Imphal East.
The for m er lea der w ho
r ea c hed
I m p hal
on
November 28, 2019 , after
releas ing from Gu wahati
Central jail on November 9,
2019, also first speak to

AFSPA
extended for
another year
in Manipur

media at the sideline of the
function.
“Every ethnic community
have their own aspiration
and we have respect it. It is
only after that all ethnic
people collectively decide
for a p ea cefu l and
p ros p er ou s na tion t hat
M anip u r w ill b e m ove
forward”, Meghen told a
Imp hal ba s e cab le new s
service at the sideline of the
function.
“Wit hou t th e s e ns e of
coe x is t en ce p e op le w ill
sink together”, the 70 years
old former rebel leader said
giving his opinion that only
a collective decision to find
t he p ath of s u r vi ving
t og e ther w i ll m ake the
future survive without any

differences of opinion.
The 84 th Birth Anniversary
of
L a myanb a
NK
Sanajoaba, who is also the
p io nee r o f inve s tigat ive
journalist in Manipur was
at te nd ed b y only few
p eo p le th is ye a r d u e t o
restriction by COVID-19
Pandemic.
AMWJU President Bijoy
K a kc hing t ab am ,
UCM
P r es ident S unil K a r am ,
H u m a n R ight s ac ti vis t
B ab loo L oit ong ba m, Sh.
Shamu, vice president of
t he
NK
S anaj aob a
Memorial Trust, Advocate L
Jud umani,
Yum nam
Jugeshwar among others
attended birth anniversary
observance of the pioneer
investigative journalist.

Joint Tribes Council
(INU, LNC, RNC and
ZNC) reacted to
Zeliangrong Baudi

IT News
Imphal, Dec. 30:

IT News
Imphal, Dec 30:

Controversial Armed Forces
(Special Powers) Act,
(AFSPA) 1958 has been
extended in the state of
Manipur excluding the seven
Assembly Segment of Imphal
area for a period of one years.
Contrary to the claim for
restoration of peace and
normalcy in the state of
Manipur by various leaders of
the contry as well as of the
state
government,
a
notification by H. Gyan
Prakash, Special Secretary
Home , Government of
Manipur issued in the name
of the governor of Manipur
stated that the governor of
Manipur is of the opinion that
due to violent activities of
various extremist/insurgent
groups , the entire state of
Manipur is in such a disturbrf
condition that the use of Armed
Forces in aid of civil power is
necessary.
Declaring the state as
“disturbed area” the AFSPA has
been extended as per the
provision .

Reacting to the statement
made to the press on December
27, 2020 by one Athon
Abonmai, President of
Zeliangrong Baudi , Joint
Tribes Council (INU, LNC,
RNC and ZNC) stated that the
erstwhile social organizations
of ‘Zeliangrong’ nomenclature
once used widely have been
dissolved by its constituent
tribesmen, namely Zeme,
Liangmai and Rongmei as it
excluded Inpui tribe thereby
disintegrating
the
brotherhood. The use of the
‘Zeliangrong’ nomenclature
was ceased in order to
accommodate its kindred tribe,
theInpui. Subsequently, an
adhoc body with the name and
style of ‘Joint Tribes Council’
was formed to represent the
Inpui, Liangmai, Rongmei and
Zeme peopleof Manipur state
through their respective apex
bodies-Inpui Naga Union
(INU), Liangmai Naga Council
(LNC), Rongmei Naga Council
(RNCM) and Zeme Naga
Council (ZNC) respectivelytill

a suitable unified body is
formed.
The joint body term
‘ZeliangrongBaudi’
as
unmandated and alleged that
the so call ‘ZeliangrongBaudi’
confused and misled the
people.
The statement added that the
political stand of the Inpui,
Liangmai, Rongmei and Zeme
people is loud and clear. Ever
since the time when we were
represented
by
the
‘Zeliangrong’ organizations we
have given our mandate and the
same stands even today.
“We support the on-going
Indo- Naga peace process led
by the GPRN/NSCN (IM)”, it
added
The joint body appealed
members of the Inpui, Liangmai,
Rongmei and Zeme people to
come to the mainstream, reason
together
and
put
forththeunited voice, whichis
the need of the hour.Ours is a
people based organization,
hence people must understand
the above factsand move
forward unitedly leaving
behind the differences for our
common good.

In yet anot her land ma r k
judgment, Session Judge
of Thoubal district court
M an ip u r t od ay aw a r d ed
d ea t h s e n t en c e t o a
c on v ic t e d a c c u s e d fo r
c om m it t in g r a pe and
m ur d er t o a 3 m on th s
p re g na n t la d y i n J u n e
2010.
W hil e an n ou n ci ng th e
s e nt en c e o f t h e co nv ic t
t od a y, Ses sion J u dg e A.
Noutuneshwari Devi term
the cas e as the rar est of
the rare incident.
“ … T h e c o n vi c t na m el y
I r om C h ao r e n S ing h i s
sentenced to death with a
fine of Rs. 50,000/- (Rs.
Fifty thousand) only and
t he co nv ic t s ha ll b e
hanged till death.
T he ju dg e als o ord er t o
give the fine amount to the
m ot h e r o f t h e vi c t im
n am e ly
A s he ib a m
Poleshwari Devi. For that
t he
Court
ha s
recommended for awarding
victim compensation under
section 357-A(@) Cr.P.C.
as
per
N A L S A’s
Compensation Scheme for
Women Victim/Survivors

of Sexual Assault Crimes2018. The court also order
t o g iv e a s u m of R s .
10,00,000/- (Rupees Ten
Lakhs) only to the victim’s
brothers namely Asheibam
Thambousana Singh by the
D is t r ic t L e g a l S e rv i ce s
Authority, Thoubal within
period of 60 days from the
date of receipt of the order.
The convict Irom Chaoren
(aged about 40 yrs , son of
I B i r e n of T hou ba l
l eis ha n g t he m
K h on g
M anu ng was ar res ted in
connection with a rape and
murder case of 3 months
old woman , whose body
was found in Imphal River
b ank ne a r C hong t ha m
K ona L it an M akhong in
Imphal East district on 27 th
Ju ne 2 01 0 afte r she ha d
been reported missing for
10 days.
As per source from an NGO
– WAD the total pending
cases of Death Women from
2010-November 30th 2020
are :- Rape and Murder- 32,
Murder- 173, Suicide- 150,
S us p i ci o us d ea t h- 1 07 ,
Burnt to death-11, Delivery
death -30, Death on medical
negligence- 8. The Total
nos. of pending cases is
511.

Maya Kuki from Manipur
successfully entered top 25
securing 14th place in the
coveted Mrs Universe
2020. The 43rd edition
of Mrs Universe went
virtual for the first
time in history this
year due to
pandemic and the
winners were
selected solely
based on the
power of audience
through votes. There
were 88 contestants
from across the
globe, each
representing their
respective country.
Notably, Maya Kuki
won Mrs India
Quarantine Queen
2020 earlier this year
along with Mrs India
Gorgeous.
She is a mother of 3
kids and wife of
Agrippa Kakai Mate
who is an
Agricultural Scientist
under ICAR Govt of
India currently
working in IINRG
Ranchi, Jharkhand.
Regarding the event and
her achievement she said,
she feels extremely blessed to be honoured with the title
Mrs IAWA Universe and feels proud to have represented
India in the mega event organised by Mrs Universe
limited.

Govt extends the temporary suspension of
flights to and from the UK till 7th January 2021
Agency
New Delhi, Dec 30:
Government extended the
temporary suspension of
flights to and from the UK till
7th January 2021. Informing
this on Wednesday , Civil
Aviation Minister Hardeep
Singh Puri said thereafter
strictly regulated resumption

will take place for which details
will be announced shortly.
Earlier, all flights originating
from the UK to India were
suspended till 31st of this
month. The Health Ministry
has recommended to the
Ministry of Civil Aviation the
extension of the temporary
suspension
of
flights
originating from UK into India

to be further extended till 7th
January 2021.
This has been recommended
based on the inputs received
from the Joint Monitoring
Group (JMG) headed by the
Director General of Health
Services (DGHS) and the
National Task Force jointly
headed by DG, ICMR and
Member (Health), NITI

Aayog.
The Union Health Secretary
has written to all the States to
keep a strict vigil on all events
that could be potential super
spreader events, and to curb
crowding in the wake of the
New Year celebrations and
various events associated
with it as well as on-going
winter season.

20 persons found with the new mutant variant of
SARS- CoV-2 virus reported from UK
PIB
New Delhi, Dec 30:
Total of 20 persons have been
found with the mutant variant
of SARS- CoV-2 virus reported
from UK. These include the six
persons reported earlier (3 in
NIMHANS, Bengaluru, 2 in
CCMB, Hyderabad and 1 in
NIV, Pune). 107 samples were
tested in the 10 labs as indicated
in the table below.
Government of India has
constituted the INSACOG
(Indian SARS-CoV-2 Genomics
Consortium) comprising 10 labs
(NIBMG Kolkata, ILS
Bhubaneswar, NIV Pune, CCS
Pune, CCMB Hyderabad, CDFD

Hyderabad,
InSTEM
Bengaluru,
NIMHANS
Bengaluru, IGIB Delhi, NCDC
Delhi) for genome sequencing.
The situation is under careful
watch and regular advice is being
provided to the States for
enhanced
surveillance,
containment, testing and dispatch
of samples to the INSACOG labs.
Daily
recoveries
have
outnumbered the daily new cases
since last 33 days successively.
In the last 24 hours, 20,549
persons were found to be COVID
positive in the country. During the
same period, 26,572 new
recoveries were registered
ensuring drop in the Active
Caseload.

India’s cumulative recoveries
stand at 98,34,141 today. This is
the highest globally. The
Recovery Rate has also reached

nearly 96% (95.99%). The gap
between recoveries and active
cases is consistently widening
(95,71,869).

