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The Beauty of the Living Christmas Tree
Of Manipur and HM visits
The visit of the Home Minister Amit Shah should be considered as
extreme important to all the people of the state of Manipur. The Union
Home Minister, who is the architect of new India must have some
important issue for the purpose if his visit. What the people of the state
should understand is that he must have some agenda in connection
with the solving of the Naga issue as laying of foundation stones or
inauguration could have been done through video conferencing. His
visit is co-incident with the final solution of the Vex Naga issue. And we
the people of Manipur have strong believe that the Union Home Minister
will certainly uphold what the Prime Minister Narendra Modi had promise
to safeguard and protect territorial integrity of Manipur.
The idea of nation having one identity, one religion, one culture, one
language promulgated by the present government has created fear
psychosis to various ethnic communities in the country, but still is not
bad.
However, India is a nation of diverse people. The beauty of India is the
existences of different ethnic people with diverse cultural people. It is
important that if India has to prove the world as the most successful
democratic country, the leaders and the son of the soil should tried to
become real son of the soil by accepting that the concept of one religion,
one culture and one language should be reconsidered.
During Kargil war, two soldiers from this region, that too from a border
village between Myanmar and India in the state of Manipur were martyred
while fighting the Pakistani troops. Family of the two did not know the
common language that their sons spoke with their fellow soldiers and
moreover, the villagers of the two soldiers are fighting tough
safeguarding their villages from intruders of the neighbouring villages.
Yet they pray for the success of India.
The Indian administrators of the time was not the one which brought
victory to the Kargil war, but it was the prayers of those thousand
parents, whose sons were fighting for the country, but who never see
Delhi, or who never understood the common language (Hindi) that make
India success. Indeed, many critics are of the views that India is still in
the process of nation building. But the reality is that India is already a
nation. A nation of imagine community living under the same roof.
The peaceful co existence and communal harmony was put in dead
danger with the rise of communal centric feudalism classes. They spew
venom of hate feeling among the various communities for their mere
selfish gain. Last few decades showed rise of many such feudalists and
the rise of this class raises the feeling of enmity among the various
community.
The fear factor right now is felt to everyone. Man dies and sacrifices for
their children and nation. If the fear factor grows no one can guarantee
any untoward incident at which the fear factor was challenged and wipe
out completely to restore the once upon a time nation state called
Manipur.

What are the hidden secrets of the
living Christmas tree? We can see
this symbol of the tree repeated in
many places in both art and within
our modern culture, but this is a very
ancient symbol.
The Christmas tree as we know it
today started as a tradition in
16th Century Europe. Today, the
Christmas tree is an accepted symbol
for this holy time of year. Within the
Christian tradition the tree has now
become universally adopted, but
what is the deep significance to the
elements behind this tradition?
We can see how the image of the ‘Tree
of Life’ has become a popular symbol
in modern jewellery and art. It
originated from the Celts and is an
image of strength, wisdom and
balance. The depiction of a tree as a
metaphor for life is one that occurs
innumerable times within many
cultures, ancient civilizations,
mythology, and various faith
traditions. The symbol of the ‘Tree
of Life’ can represent the family of
humanity each leaf representing a
soul of the Earth living together; just
as there are a variety of religions in
the world, yet each ‘branch’ emanates
from the same Seed; God, because
the Divine Soul is the Seed of the
human world tree. There is an eternal
flow in Nature, but which comes first,
the seed or the tree?
Firstly, the tree is wonderfully
decorated with beautiful ornaments
of all kinds, each one representing a
spiritual virtue or good quality. The
real glory of a human being is not in
the adornment of the body, but the
inner beauty of our honesty, our love,
kindness and purity… in short, all the
gifts that came from the Creator, and
which we are encouraged to share
with our world family.
Secondly, what brings the whole tree
to life? Surely it is the beauty and
sparkle of the lights that attract us to
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the tree. Before the advent of electric represents the sign of the nativity, of
lights, people used candles. Each new life, new hope, and a new
candle is a small symbol of light beginning when the ‘Light of the
representing each one of us, as we World’ brings newness… when the
each sparkle on our branch of the tree light returns to our world and the
of humanity.
darkness is dispelled.
We all have a physical form, a body, The images of angels abound at
but we cannot reach our full potential Christmas too, representing the
and shine our light to the world until embodiment of a pure form with the
the soul is ignited and sustained by highest virtues, to become an angel is
the Eternal Flame of Truth. Today’s something that we too can aspire to
trend is for lights that flicker and flash, become. Angels are always seen as
but our aim should be to remain stable light beings, with the halo and being
and constantly awake to the greater up above, sometimes they are seen to
truth, especially in this dark time of be flying. An angel’s feet should never
the world. How alive and bright is your touch the ‘mud’ of the Earth, they are
inner light? Does your light remain eternally conscious of who they are,
constantly lit?
spirits, they are not of this world. So
An evergreen tree is generally used too, we should remember our divine
at Christmas, and this reminds us that nature, and not simply be engrossed
life is not just the here and now, but it in all things of the physical world.
is eternal. The seed of any tree is Angels are shown as neither male nor
hidden away, it does its work silently, female, but an embodiment of all
unseen, and yet from it springs the masculine and feminine qualities, such
whole miraculous creation with its as courage, power and steadfastness,
beauty and diversity all with different and benevolence, love, loyalty and
functions; the roots, branches, twigs, grace. There is that wonderful quote
leaves and ultimately the fruit. Again, by Oscar Wilde something along the
the seed is a symbolic reminder of the lines that: there is a ‘saint in every
One Almighty who is the Creator of sinner and a sinner in every saint’. All
all. Each one of us is a perfect leaf on beauty and mastery lies within us, we
the branches of this creation.
simply have to emerge it.
Once the seed is sown, and creation Whether one is a Christian or not, we
has begun, the seed remains unseen can all appreciate the joy and gooduntil the tree has reached maturity, has will that abounds at this time of year.
borne its fruit, and is ready to go back The Supreme One comes in the dark
to the Earth. Likewise, the Supreme night of our unconscious forgetting,
Seed, the Supreme One, will also reveal He comes like Santa laden with gifts
Himself at the time of maturity of this for all of peace, love and happiness.
tree of Humanity, when it is time for us Santa is not only an annual reminder
all to go back home.
of the generosity of the Supreme,
And at the top of the tree we often where God embraces all the children
find a star, again a reminder of the of the world, but that at a time of
One Eternal Light that stands over all darkness the Eternal Light is always
creation. This is the One that we shall there at the time of renewal. Christmas
ultimately all return home to. It also is a time for remembering that eternal

connection that we have with our
Spiritual Father Christmas.
Once we recognize the true gifts that
we have been given then we can learn
how to use them to realize our full
potential. Let’s make sure that we are
constantly decorated with virtues,
and that the light of awareness
remains constantly lit within us.
Remember that you are as evergreen
as the Christmas Tree, then it will
become easy to spread joy, peace and
goodwill to all mankind!
While the Christmas carols are sung
to herald in the silent holy night, let
us awaken, let the light re-enter our
consciousness, let us see that a new
age is not far off as the dawn draws
near. After the night surely comes the
day and so this is the time for us to
deepen our spiritual awareness.
It’s time …at this time of Christmas,
no matter what your religion, to see
the beauty and joy of the light of each
one, the eternal tree of humanity, the
abundant spiritual gifts as a reflection
of the generosity of the Supreme.
Make sure your light is lit, accept the
gifts from the Divine and put them
into practice. Then ‘Goodwill to all
Mankind’ can truly be proclaimed in
the world! It’s Time… to re-awaken
and shine our light in the world.
Every soul has the capacity to shine
brightly as we are all part of the beauty
of the tree of humanity. Christmas is
simply a time for us to remember our
eternal connectedness.
On this auspicious occasion of
‘Christmas’, take a moment for deep
spiritual introspection and free
yourselves from the bondage of greed,
the lust for power and a slave of
promiscuity and make God your
eternal companion for true peace,
happiness and prosperity.
Happy greetings on the auspicious
festival of “Christmas” To All the
Souls of the World.
—- OM PEACE —-

Remembering Jesus- A lonely ‘Carpenter’ who changed the World
Dr. Aniruddha Babar
“Cry aloud, spare not; lift up your
voice like a trumpet; tell My people
their transgression, and the house of
Jacob their sins...Is this not the fast
that I have chosen; to loose the bonds
of wickedness, to undo the heavy
burdens, to let the oppressed go free,
and that you break every yoke?”
(Isaiah 58:1, 6).
Christmas is approaching and on this
historic occasion all of us should be
reminded that Jesus, in choosing the
side of the downtrodden, poor, slavespeople who are the victims of system,
who are thrown at the bottom of the
pit-, was a radical change maker who
dreamt and worked for a better world.
The message that inspire me from the
life and works of Jesus was his struggle
to create a better world where Man will
be seen as Man, nothing else but a
human being. Every 25th of December,
Christians around the world celebrate
the birth of Jesus who has been
perceived in different shades and
colours however, the ‘fact’ that we all
conveniently avoid to talk about is the
‘Politics’ of Jesus and his ultimate
contribution to the human civilization
ALSO as a ‘Social Reformer’. While
the birth of Jesus categorically
belongs to the religious realm, there is
more to Christmas that transcends
spiritual hegemony which needed to
be acknowledged, talked about and
celebrated that gives celebration a new
meaning and dimension. Jesus Christ
was not just a religious figure but a
man of blood and flesh who stood for
another man in defence of human life,
human dignity, human rights and
human values.
Life of Jesus often reminds us of life
and work of Siddhartha Gautama
Buddha (563 B.C. to 483 B.C.) who

evidently challenged the Supremacy
of the Vedas, Brahmanism and Caste
System (Gail Omvedt, “Buddhism in
India: Challenging Brahmanism and
Caste”). Like Siddhartha Gautama,
Jesus also did not protest against the
state however, his actions and
teachings directly went against the
established ‘status quo’, challenging
the social evils of ‘Priestcraft’, ‘Political
& Social Injustice’, ‘Economic
Oppression’, ‘Social Discrimination’ advocating for societal transformation
in the interest of the downtrodden,
oppressed and marginalized people. It
is worth to note that the majority of the
disciples of the Jesus Christ were
downtrodden, rejected, outcaste
people like Criminals, Prostitutes,
Slaves, Lepers and people belonging
to other social groups condemned by
the society who remained loyal to him
throughout his life. It is often said that
the man is known by the company he
keeps, however, showing utter
disregard to so called ‘personal dignity
& prestige’ he embraced everyone
irrespective of their ‘status’. Being born
to a poor carpenter, Jesus became one
of the universal symbols of ‘struggle’
for liberation for the marginalized
communities and stood for Equality,
Truth and Justice, which by default
projected him as anti-establishment
which subsequently became the
reason for his unlawful execution on
the cross.
Life of Jesus also teaches us that he
was not only just a religious preacher,
a Son of God but also heavily involved
in society and had active involvement
in giving voice to the ‘mutes’. His open
denouncement of Pharisees, eating
meals with prostitutes and overturning
the temple run by corrupt Sanhedrin
introduces us to a Jesus who was
concerned about the problems in
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society and was actively seeking
solutions.
The government under which Jesus
lived was corrupt and oppressive;
political abuses,—murders, extortion,
intolerance, and grinding cruelty were
then widespread. Yet the approach and
actions of Jesus brought new waves
of hope among the people. He attacked
no national abuses. He did not
interfere nor directly engaged with the
authority or administration of those
in power. He believed in cultivation of
mind, nourishment of heart and
cleansing of soul. He knew that the
final remedies against evil actions of
man cannot be found outside him but
inside his own mind which is marred
by the lust for power, wealth, sex and
desire for all sorts of material pleasures.
Ultimate aim of Jesus Christ was not
that of most modern day reformers,
here his methods and approach
resonate in perfect tone with that of
the Buddha. Jesus did not seek in the
first place to make people happy, but
to make them introspect their own
actions and thereby helping them to
set on the path of righteousness. The
conversions that Jesus did in his time
also need to be understood in social
context rather than purely theological
perspective. Jesus did not convert
people into any religion or
institutionalized framework but rather
he set them free on the path that he
has shown to them to discover the
Kingdom of God in their hearts in order
to transform their earthly life.
Despite his peaceful approach his
‘open dissent’ against the oppressive
rulers has been recorded and quoted
by the Bible writers. Moreover, the
crucifixion of the Jesus has been
considered as an inevitable result of
the ‘Political Stand’ that he took which
attracted displeasure of ruling class
which ultimately hatched conspiracy
to silence him. One of the Bible writers
‘Mark’ says that the chief priests and
scribes ‘sought how they might take
[Jesus] by craft, and put him to death.

But they said, Not on the feast day,
lest there be an uproar of the people’
(Mark 14: 1-2) If Jesus was to be
liquidated, both great speed and great
caution were called for.
How Jesus Christ was crucified, how
his judicial assassination was done to
achieve political objective is a common
knowledge. However, let us not forget
that the Jews had to pay the price as
did Hindus for abandoning the
Buddha. Swami Dharmatirtha has
observed nearly sixty years ago:
“The Jews of Palestine gave birth to a
Jesus Christ; but they crucified him
and rejected his religion; and their
country passed into the hands of the
Muslims where Britain now holds the
balance between the Jews and the
Muslims. India produced a Buddha,
but when she rejected his religion of
righteousness, she passed into the
hands of the Muslims and Britain now
holds the balance between the
Hindus and the Muslims. The Jews
became the kingless people of the
world and the Hindus the only
civilized nation that is not master of
its own country. The two great
religions,
Buddhism
and
Christianity, rejected in the land of
their birth, spread far and wide, and
now sustain the religious life of the
greatest nations of the East and the
West, whereas the Hindus and the
Jews rank as the orphans of
humanity.”
(Ref:
Swami
Dharmatirtha, 1941, “The Menace of
Hindu Imperialism”, p. 110).
Besides his spiritual teachings,
social and political activism; Jesus
not only changed the socio-political
dynamics of his time but also
inspired people to carry his message
far and wide with elevated spirit and
a sense of sacrifice. Life and
teachings of Jesus eventually
became ‘answer’ to the ailing world.
Have we truly understood the
message of Jesus? Or are we lost
somewhere in the ‘habit’ of going to
church, listen to the sermons and

doing nothing more constructive
besides singing worship songs and
regularly convincing ourselves of our
holy, sacred, pure mind- body and
nature? Can a true disciple of Jesus
claims inner purity only on the count
of his/her regular, ritualistic presence
in the Church and church activities?
One unique thing about Christianity
is that this religion gives lot of
emphasis on social service and
activism which is a core of the
teachings of Jesus Christ. In fact,
Christianity is like an institutionalized
solution offered by Jesus to tackle
the problems in society, however, he
also indicated to us that the real
kingdom of God is within us which
‘if’ discovered can lead us to the right
path- a divine way to peace,
tranquility, liberation and justice.
Jesus taught us to discover the inner
reality that exist within us- the God
within us. Christian way of life- if
properly understood and followed
helps us to discover who we truly
are and what we are capable of. The
way of Christ goes from ‘inside to
the outside’. Christianity originally
started as a social movement which
most of the followers of Jesus are
unaware of. Life and work of Jesus
teaches us that the right thoughts,
right action, right approach and
compassionate heart can ‘transform’
the destiny of mankind which
otherwise may not be possible by
legal system and social rules. Let us
celebrate the true message of Jesus- a
message of Non-violence, Peace,
Justice, Equality, Liberty, Fraternity,
Love and Courage. Let us cultivate
Christ consciousness and sacrifice our
life to make this world a better place
where Man will be treated like Man and
every sentient being will be protected,
respected and loved. As one of the
greatest reformers, an inveterate enemy
of every theological dogmatism, a
persecutor of bigotry, a teacher of one
of the most sublime codes of ethics,
Jesus is one of the grandest and most

clearly-defined figures on the
panorama of human history.
Birth of Jesus was not an ordinary
event. With Jesus hope was born on
Earth. Celebration of Christmas is a
celebration of Unity of Mankind and
unconditional Compassion. Light of
Christmas symbolizes light of wisdom.
Birth of Jesus also signifies
annihilation of all those artificial walls
that separate us from each other.
Binaries like “Believer and Unbeliever”
do not stand true in the Kingdom of
God where experience of ‘Grace’
surpasses ‘sensory’ belief. True
follower of Jesus- who has cultivated
‘Christ Consciousness’-does not stop
at ‘BELIEF’ but moves ahead to
transform his stationary belief system
into a ‘VIBRANTACTION’. This view
of the inner Christ concurs with the
meaning of such verses as “Christ in
you the hope of glory” (Col 1:27), ‘“My
little children, with whom I am again in
travail until Christ be formed in
you!”(Gal 4:19), etc. The 17th century
mystic Angelus Silesius echoed this
with the famous lines: “Though Christ
a thousand times in Bethlehem be
born, But not within thyself, thy soul
shall be forlorn.” This unequivocally
stresses the meaning of the term
“Christ” as a divine principle within
each human being.
Celebration of the Birth of Jesus is
much more than what we understand.
It is more than thanksgiving. It is more
than Gifts. It is more than baking cakes
and drinking liquor. It is more than
spending money on material things. It
is more than attending midnight church
service. It is more than prayers and
songs. True essence of Christmas
celebration lies in taking a ‘pledge’ to
walk unconditionally the path of Jesus
Christ- a path of absolute,
unconditional compassion for this
burning Planet, its inhabitants and all
the sentient beings and life forms
flourishing in the different corners of
this infinite Universe. Will you do that?
Can you do that?
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Manipur state ready to give warm reception
to Union Home Minister Amit Shah
Security beefed up; Chief Minister inspects preparations for
the grand reception of HM at Hapta Kangjeibung

IT News
Imphal,Dec.26:
State government and the
workers of the BJP Manipur is
all set for grand reception of
the Union Home Minister
Amit Shah, who is visiting the
state tomorrow. The Union
Home Minister, Amit Shah is
on a two day tour in NE state
of Assam and Manipur. He had
landed today at Guwahati and
will arrive here in Imphal
tomorrow.
For the second time Chief
Minister of Manipur N. Biren
Singh today inspected the site
for organiz ing a grand
reception function of the
Union Home Minister’s visit
at Hapta Kangjeibung in
Imphal East.
“I have review the security
measures taken up and have
prepared for grand reception
of the Union Home Minister”,
Chief Minister N. Biren Singh
said while talking to media
persons
at
Hapta
Kangjeibung today morning.
The state government is
however working out to limit
the number of people
attending the reception
function
at
Hapta
Kangjeibung in view of the

COVID-19 pandemic.
“We know that many people
are expecting to attend the
reception function, however,
we are left with no option but
to limit the number of attendee
at the function as maintenance
of social distancing is a must”,
The Chief Minister said. He
however said that the workers
of the BJP and supporters of
the government will be allow
to give a warm reception to the
Union Home Minister all the
way from Imphal Airport to the
venue of the main function.
Chief Minister N. Biren Singh

further said that during the
main reception function to be
held at Hapta Kangjeibung ,
the Union Home Minister
Amit Shah will lay foundations
for Churchandpur Medical
College, State Government
Guest House at Imphal, State
Police
Head
Quarter,
Integrated Common and
Control
City,
IIIT
Muwonkhong
and the
Manipur Bhawan to be
constructed at Dwarka , New
Delhi.
The Union Home Minister will
also inaugurate the Thoubal

Multipurpose Project which
was constructed with an
estimated cost of Rs. 1998.99
Crore and the newly
constructed roads from
Bishnupur to Tupul and
Thoubal to Kasomkhulen road
with an estimated cost of Rs.
475.65.
Later after the main function,
the Union Home Minister is
expected to meet the
representatives of the Civil
Society Organisation of the
state and various leaders and
workers of the BJP at Classic
Grande.

CM of De Jure Government of Manipur (Exile Govt.)
reopen its arguments on the legitimacy of his government
IT News
Imphal, Dec 26:
Self Proclaimed Chief Minister
of the De Jure Government of
Manipur (Exile Govt.) Yambem
Biren today said that the
government of India is still not
tyring to understand on who
made the political arrangement
in India Empire of India.
In a lengthy statement the self
proclaimed Chief Minister said
that the political arrangement
in India was made by the
British under the policy of His
Majesty’s Government and
British laws. Burma was
separated from India in 1937
under the Government of
India Act 1935 as a separated
State. Further, the Manipur
State, which was an Indian
State also excluded from India
– Empire of India in 1946 under
the Government of India Act
1935 as an excluded State. The
territory of the State of
Manipur demarcated from
India when excluded the State
from India and was remained
as a separate Country. The
people who are living in the
territory of Manipur are the
Manipurithey are not Indians.
As a nation, thegroup of
communities are living in the
territory of Manipur.
The statement further said that
the territories of India divided
and created two Dominions as
independent Dominion of
India and Pakistan under the
Indian Independence Act 1947.
The Dominion of India
remained as a part of the India
– Empire of India and the
Dominion of Pakistan become
a separate country since 15
August 1947.The independent
Dominions are not a sovereign
State.
The Indian States of Jammu and
Kashmir and Tripura were
acceded to the Dominion of
India now the State of India

means a Union of India by
executing the Instrument of
Accession after lapsing the
suzerainty over the Indian
States on and after 15 August
1947 under the Indian
Independence Act 1947 and
India
(Provisional
Constitution) Order 1947 which
is a provisional Constitution of
India. The Jammu and Kashmir
and Tripura have remained as
acceding States. The acceding
States are not a part of India
means the territory of the
Jammu and Kashmir and
Tripura does not include in the
region of India under Section
219 (3) of the provisional
Constitution of India of
1947.All Merger Agreement
including the Manipur Merger
Agreement initiated by the
Indian Government is an illegal
and fake document.
The Instrument of Accession
signed by the head of the
States, on the part of Jammu
and Kashmir, signed by Hari
Singh the Maharaja of Jammu
and Kashmir as a Ruler and on
the part of India-Empire of India
and India-Dominion of India
signed by Lord Mountbatten
the Governor-General who is
the Governor-General of India
and Governor-General of the
Dominion
of
India.
Mountbatten, as a British
Prince,was representing His
Majesty the King, Emperor of
India and he was the head of
the State of India-Empire of
India and executive authority
of the India -Dominion of India.
The Dominion of India was a
part of India-Empire of India
which is an independent and
sovereign State (Empire), but
the Dominion of India is
independent. Sincelapses,
the suzerainty over the
Indian States on and after 15
August 1947 the States of
Jammu and Kashmir and
Tripura have not remained as

a part of India-Empire of
India; therefore, they became
an
independent
and
sovereign States with
external sovereignty. The
Indian States cannot accede
to the Dominion of India by
signing the Ins trument of
Accession on and before 14
August 1947 because external
sovereignty of the Indian
States as a part of IndiaEmpire of India has been
exercising by India under the
Crown suzerainty.
The State of J ammu and
Kas hmir and Tripura has
become a unit of the Union –
Union of India since
accession to the Dominion
now aUnion. It is a political
Union. The Union is a group
of sovereign States. The
external sovereignty of the
State of Jammu and Kashmir
and Tripura are sharing with
India- Empire of India since
the States acceding to the
Dominion of India now a
Union of India. The Dominion
of India became the State of
India now aUnion of India
since 26 January 1950. India
– State of India is a new State
created by the Republic
Constitution of India. It
means that one constitution
creates only one State.
Manipur is an independent
and sovereign country in
South Asia. The De jure
Government of Manipur in
exile in London now remind
again
to
the
Indian
Government that does not
interfere in the internal
sovereignty of the State of
Manipur. The Republic
Constitution of Indiamaybe
operated and confined in the
territories of India, not in the
territory of the independent
Manipur.
The Naga Hills now Nagaland
in India and Lushi Hills now
Mizoram in India and

Baluchistan in Pakistan was the
Tribal Areas under the
Government of India Act 1935
and the Indian Independence
Act 1947. The Tribal Areas are
a Tribe not a Kingdom nor a
State. The Tribe is a progressive
growth to become a Kingdom
or State. We have every official
document which is relevant to
the present Naga issues of the
Naga Hills now Nagaland in
India. If the Indian Government
has an intention to sit with the
De jure Government of Manipur
over the issues of the Naga Hills
now Nagaland in India, in that
case,we are always ready to sit
with the Indian Government.
The Tribal Areas can accede to
the Dominion of India as
provided a provision under
Section 7 of the Indian
Independence Act 1947. The
people and citizen of the State
of Manipur and the State of
Burma who is living in these
countries cannot be treated as
an Indian. The De jure
Government of Manipur
repeatedly reminding to the
Indian Government that please
try to understand how the
British made the political
arrangement in India.The Indian
Government had done many
substantive illegal acts against
the British law and international
law
in
respect
of
theindependent Manipur. It is
also a fact that if Indian
Government interfered in the
political arrangement made by
British laws His Majesty in
Council has constitutional
jurisdiction to justify the illegal
acts of the Indian Government
under Article 374(3) of the
Republic Constitution of India.
India, as a member of the United
Nations, does not try to infringe
in the internal sovereignty of the
independent and sovereign
State of Manipur. It is the right
time for us to come together as
a Nation.

RBI cautions against unauthorised
digital lending platforms
By Raju Vernekar
Mumbai, Dec.26:
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
has cautioned users against
unauthorised digital lending
platforms
and
mobile
applications that promise quick
loans and has suggested some
steps users can take to avoid
such incidents.
“Legitimate public lending
activities can be undertaken by
banks, non-banking financial
companies (NBFCs) registered
with the RBI and other entities
who are regulated by state
governments under statutory
provisions, such as the money
lending acts of the concerned
states,” the RBI said in a
statement.
RBI said it has received several
reports of individuals and small
businesses falling prey to such
digital platforms that charge
high rates of interest or demand
additional hidden charges from
borrowers. Some such lenders
also take recourse to high-

handed recovery methods and
even access private data saved
on the mobile phones of the
borrowers on the sly.
The RBI has suggested some
steps users can take to avoid
such incidents in the future: To
begin with, people looking to
borrow money must verify the
antecedents of the companies
offering loans online or through
mobile The RBI has strongly
advised against sharing KYC
documents with unidentified
persons or unauthorised apps.
In case a person comes across
an unverified or unauthorised
digital lending platform they
must inform the concerned law
enforcement authorities about
it or visit the “Sachet Portal” to
register a complaint online.
Additionally, the RBI has also
made it mandatory for all digital
lending platforms used by RBIregistered banks and NBFCs to
disclose the names of the bank
and NBFC directly to the
consumers. The RBI has
advised people to visit the RBI

portal to check the list of Non
Banking Financial Companies
(NBFCs) registered with the
regulator.
There are over 250 small and
large NBFCs in India and India
is the only country in the world
that
licenses
financial
institutions in nine different
type categories as NBFCs.
NBFCs have relaxed policies but
interest rates are higher. Unlike
bank loans that are linked to
external benchmarks, loans from
NBFCs are linked to the
prime lending rate
(PLR). NBFCs are free to set the
PLR, allowing them greater
freedom in setting rates to suit
customers demands.
The NBFC crisis started with
the failure of one of the most
respected NBFCs in India,
IL&FS, followed by struggles
at DHFL, Reliance Capital, and
the latest, Altico. This NBFC
crisis is unique in the sense
that it is both a driver and a
reflection of the economic
slowdown.

Ex-CEO Of BARC arrested in TRP Scam
By Raju Vernekar
Mumbai, Dec 26:
The crime branch of Mumbai
Police arrested Parth Nirmal
Dasgupta (55) former CEO of the
Broadcast Audience Research
Council (BARC) accusing him as
‘mastermind’ in the case related
to alleged rigging of the Television
Rating Points (TRP) by some TV
channels and remanded him to
police custody till December 28.
The crime branch of Mumbai
Police nabbed Dasgupta in Pune
district on Thursday when he was
heading for Goa. On Friday he
was produced before 37 th
Metropolitan Magistrate’s court
which sent him in police custody.
Dasgupta is 15 th accused in the
TRP scam being investigated by
Mumbai Police.
Based on the information given
by Ramil Ramgarhia, the former
chief operating officer (COO) of
BARC (arrested earlier in the
case), the police were planning to
nab him in the case. Acting on the
tip off, they maintained a vigil at
Khed Shivapur toll plaza in Pune
while Dasgupta was proceeding
towards Goa in a car (MH-01-DE8993) at about 11.05 PM, a press
release issued by Mumbai Police
stated. Joint Commissioner of
Police (Crime) Milind Bharambe
confirmed the arrest while
addressing a press conference.
BARC is a joint-industry body
founded by stakeholder bodies
that represent Broadcasters,
Advertisers, and Advertising &
Media Agencies. It is also the
world’s largest television
measurement science industrybody.
The manipulation happening
since 2016
Bharambe said that TRP
manipulation
had
been
happening since 2016 where
ratings appeared to be predecided. The scam took place
when Dasgupta was the head of
BARC from 2013 to 2019. During
that period, many tried to expose
the manipulation that was being
done but whistleblowers were
clinically suppressed.
“After Dasgupta left the
organization, the BARC
commissioned a third-party
forensic audit, and its report came
out in July 2020. As per the report,
the manipulations have been
going on at least from 2016-2019.
The forensic team analyzed data
in detail, especially in the genre of
English and Telugu news where
they found manipulation to a great

extent,” Bharambe said.
As per the forensic report, the
data of 44 weeks – from mid-2017
– mentions how viewership and
TRP data was manipulated by
using
three
of
their
methodologies, in which two
channels are mentioned as per
the report – Times Now (which
was on No 1 in English at that
time) was thrown to No 2 due to
manipulation of data and
Republic TV was put on No 1
spot.
The report further states that in
some of the cases, the ratings
appeared to be pre-decided. The
report also pointed towards the
cartelization of top officials and
ex-officials of BARC.
“Of the 3 methods used to screen
and analyze the data – Outlier
method, Meta method, and
Channel Audience Control – the
data was selectively chosen,
analyzed, and thrown to
showcase a particular TRP rating
of a particular channel. The report
also mentions quite a few emails
and chats between the top
officials which point towards all
these types of manipulations,
which are incriminating,” the top
cop said.
Commenting on Dasgupta’s
indictment,
a
BARC
spokesperson said on December
25: “The development related to
ex-employees of BARC India is a
part of an ongoing investigation
for which BARC management
continues to extend its support
and cooperation to the law
enforcement agencies.”
The spokesperson added:
“Every employee of BARC India
is expected to conform to a Code
of Conduct and Ethics and any
infringement invites suitable
disciplinary action. We will
continue to ensure that what
India watches is reported
accurately and with the utmost
integrity. It is a responsibility we
owe all our stakeholders.”
The crime branch is probing the
role of “Republic TV”, “Fakt
Marathi”, “Box Cinema”, “News
Nation”, “Mahamovies” and
“Wow” music channel for
inflating viewership figures, a
key parameter that media-buying
houses consider while placing
advertisements.
The 15 accused
Most of those named in the scam
is most of the former employees
of the Mumbai based Hansa
Research Private Limited(
appointed by BARC to monitor
different channels to measure

their viewership). They are
Ashish Chaudhary (50),
Abhishek Kolavde, Vishal
Bhandari(20), RamjiVerma Dinesh
Vishwakarma, Vinay Tripathi,
Umesh Mishra,...all former
employee of Hansa Research
Agency),
Vikas
Khanchandani(Republic TV
CEO), Shivam Sundaram
(Republic TV Chief Financial
officer), Ghanshyam Dilipkumar
Singh( 44) (Republic TV
Distribution Head), Bompally
Mistry alias Sanjiv Rao(44),
Shirish Satish Pattanshetty
(owner of Fakt Marathi TV
channel), Narayan Nandkishor
Sharma( owner of Box Cinema),
Ramil Ramgarhia,(former chief
operating officer (COO) of
BARC) and Partho Dasgupta (55)
(former CEO, BARC). The
accused have been booked under
sections 409,(criminal breach of
trust), 420 (cheating), 120(B), 34,
174, 179, 201, and 204 of Indian
Penal. Republic TV Editor in Chief
Arnab Goswami, is also among
senior figures from the network
named in a charge sheet filed by
Mumbai Police.
The scam surfaced in October
The scam came to the fore in
October 2020 when Nitin Deokar,
deputy general manager of Hansa
Research Private Limited, filed the
complaint at Kandivli police
station in North Mumbai, alleging
that Vishal Bhandari, who was
working as a relationship manager
in his organization from
November 2019 to May 2020, was
taking money from Vinay Tripathi
and used to pay households
where barometers were installed
and asked them to watch “India
Today”. (However Mumbai
Police Commissioner Param Bir
Singh clarified that there was no
evidence against ‘India Today
TV’).
“During the inquiry, Bhandari
named others in the scam. When
Mumbai Police visited the
residence of one of the viewers, a
Kandivli resident Tejal Solanki, in
whose house a barometer was
installed, told police that he was
paid money and was asked to
watch ‘Republic TV”.
BARC has contracted Hansa
Research, to monitor various
channels and programs through
30,000 barometers installed across
India, based on which the council
awards ratings to channels. Of the
30,000, 2,000 barometers are
installed in Mumbai, which is
handled by 20 relationship
managers.
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PM , CM and BJP must stop baseless RIMS Hospital to resume General
accusations on Farm Laws- Left parties
OPD service from Dec 28
IT News
Imphal, Dec 26:
Left wing political parties of
Manipur – CPI(M), CPI, AIFB
and RSP expressed strong
protest against the allegations
being made by Prime Minister
Modi , Chief Minister of
Manipur Biren and BJP
accusing the opposition
parties of “repeatedly lying”
to the farmers about the new
farm laws and “using them for
their politics”.
“Their accusations are a
complete travesty of truth”, a
joint statement of the left party
said.
It added that the left party
have expressed solidarity with
the protesting farmers. The
call for this ongoing historic
struggle was given by more
than 500 kisan organisations
from all over the country under
the banner of Samyukt Kisan
Morcha (SKM). Many of us
had opposed these Agri Laws
when they were being enacted
in the Parliament, without
discussions, or, a proper
consideration. MPs who

sought
a vote were
suspended.
Amongst
the
many
unsubstantiated accusations
made, one of them is that those
who spoke of agrarian reforms
in election manifestoes earlier
but are now opposing. Yes,
we are for reforms, but what
sort of reforms? Opposition
parties seek reforms to
strengthen Indian agriculture;
enhance the prosperity of our
farmers;
and
ensure
continued food security for
our people and the country.
The present farm laws
undermine these very
objectives.
“Among the “big lies” that
the opposition is supposedly
spreading is on the MSP.
They, the PM , the CM of
Manipur and BJP claims
implementing
the
Swaminathan Commission
Report in this regard. This
Report had recommended an
MSP of C2+50 per cent, while
this government, at best,
implements A2+50 per cent.
In fact, this government told
the Supreme Court its

inability to implement C2+50
per cent MSP. Who is
spreading untruths?”, the
statement added.
The statement further said
that the accusation that
opposition parties are
“shooting from the shoulders
of the farmers” in order to
“regain lost political ground”.
Des pite all tall claims of
improving farmers’ prosperity
and implementing a higher MSP,
the fact remains that farmers’
distress due to indebtedness is
growing leaving a record number
of them with no other recourse
than committing distress
suicides.
The
unity,
grit
and
determination being shown
by lakhs of farmers from
Delhi’s neighbouring states
in the midst of a severe cold
wave in a peaceful manner
and tens of thousands now
on their way marching from
different places to join this
protest is a testimony to the
fact that the farmers across the
country have risen in
opposition to these farm laws.
Already 32 farmers have lost

their lives.
The left parties demand that
the present Agri Laws be
repealed along with the
Electricity (Amendment) Bill
2020. Following this,
discussions on agrarian
reforms must be held by the
Central government with the
farmers and all stakeholders.
On the basis of these
consultations new enactments
may be considered by the
Parliament, if necessary, by
convening a special or a joint
session.
The left parties also added
that they are ready for an open
discussion on the Farm Bills
with their representatives in
any forum including the
platform of Electronic Media
if they accept our proposal.
The statement was jointly
signed by Kshetrimayum
Santa, Secretary, CPI (M)
Manipur,
Laishram
Sotinkumar, Secretary, CPI,
Manipur,
Khomdram
Gyaneshwor, Secretary, AIFB,
Manipur and Ningthoujam
Ratan, Secretary, RSP,
Manipur.

Seven US lawmakers seek to intervene in
farmers’ stir

IT Correspondent
New Delhi, Dec. 25:

Eve n as Prime M inis ter
Narendra Modi released Rs
18,000 crore as the next
instalment of financial benefits
under the Pradhan Mantri
Kisan Samman Nidhi (PMKISAN) scheme on Friday, a
group of seven influential US
lawmakers, including IndianAmerican Congresswoman
Pramila Jayapal, wrote to US
Secretary of S tate M ike
Pompeo, urging him to raise
the issue of farmers’ protest
in India wit h his Ind ian
counterpart.
“Many Indian Americans are
directly affected as they have
fam ily
members
and
ancestral land in Punjab and
are concerned for the wellbeing of their families in
India. In view of this serious
situation, we urge you to
contact
your
Ind ian
counterpart to reinforce the
United States’ commitment
to the freedom of political
speech abroad,” they said.
In addition to Jayapal, the

letter has been signed by
Congressm en
Donald
Norcross, Brendan F Boyle,
Brian Fitzpatrick, Mary Gay
Scanlon, Debbie Dingell and
David Trone.
Over the past few weeks,
mor e than a dozen US
Congress men
have
expressed their concerns on
the ongoing protest by the
farmers in India.
However India has called the
remarks by foreign leaders
and politicians on protests
by farmers as “ill-informed”
and “unw arranted”. ”We
have seen some ill-informed
comments relating to farmers
in India. Such comments are
unw arranted, e specially
when per taining to the
internal affairs of a
democratic
countr y,”
External Affairs Ministry
Spokesp erson
Anu rag
Srivastava said.
On Friday Modi released Rs
18,000 cror e as the next
instalment under the PMKISAN scheme in the bank

accounts of nine crore
farmers. He also interacted
virtually with farmers from six
states during which he said,
“Some parties pushing
political agenda by opposing
new farm laws. Some people
spreading myth and lies that
land will be taken away if
farmers enter into contract
farming.”
With the push of a button,
Modi enabled the transfer of
money at an event which the
ruling BJP has made into a
mega exercise to reach out to
farmers by having its leaders
interact with the farming
community at more than
19,000 venues across the
country. Modi released the
instalment of Rs 2,000 to every
farmer
on the birth
anniversary of former prime
minister and BJP stalwart Atal
Bihari Vajpayee, which is
every year celebrated as
“Good Governance Day” by
the ruling party.
Meanwhile, responding to
farmer unions, protesting at

Vodafone Idea net loses 2.7
million subscribers in October
IT Correspondent
New Delhi, Dec 26 :
Vodafone Idea Ltd slipped
further behind its main rivals
in terms of subscriber base, as
it net lost 2.7 million mobile
subscribers in October, data
from the Telecom Regulatory
Authority of India showed.
In contrast, its rivals Reliance
Jio Infocomm Ltd and Bharti
Airtel Ltd saw an increase in
their subscriber base by 2.2
million and 3.7 million
respectively, which helped
them further consolidate their
position as the largest and
second largest operators in the
country.
Reliance Jio had 406 million
subscribers as of October end,
while Bharti Airtel had 330
million. Vodafone Idea, which
was once the largest operator
in India, slipped further behind

its rivals at 293 million.
Mukesh Ambani-led Reliance
Jio has a 35% market share of
wireless subscribers, followed
by Bharti Airtel at 29% and
Vodafone Idea at 25%.
Even in addition of wireless
broadband
subscribers,
Vodafone Idea was behind its
rivals, adding just around twothirds of a million wireless
broadband users. On the
other hand, Bharati Airtel
expanded its wireless
broadband user base by
nearly 7 million to 170 million
and Reliance Jio increased by
almost 4 million to 408 million.
India’s active wireless
subscriber base also increased
by 2.5 million to nearly 961
million. About 97% of Bharti
Airtel’s total subscriber base
was active during the month,
the highest in the country,
while for Reliance Jio it was

79%. Almost 89% of Vodafone
Idea’s user base was active.
In wireline services, Reliance
Jio added the most number of
users at nearly 246,000, taking
its total to 2.32 million, while
Bharti Airtel’s subscriber base
rose by around 48,000 to 4.46
million. Bharat S anchar
Nigam Ltd, the leader in
wireline telephony, lost over
176,000 users at 7.56 million.
As for Broadband service,
top five service providers
constituted 98.85 per cent
market share of the total
broadband subscribers at
the end of October 2020.
The se service providers
were: Jio Infocomm Ltd
(40 8.06 million), Bharat
Air tel(17 0.23
million),
Vod afone
Ide a(120 .50
million), BSNL(25.87 million)
and Atria Convergence(1.74
million), TRAI report stated.

Delhi’s borders against the
new farm laws, who on
Thursday said they are open
to talks if a more concrete
proposal is made, the
government said it is ready for
logical resolution of all
issues raised by the farmers. In
a letter to 40 representatives of
farmer unions, Vivek Aggarwal,
Joint Secretary, Ministry of
Agriculture and Farmers’
Welfare, urged them to decide
the time and date for the next
round of talks, and also “give
details of other issues on
which you want to negotiate”.

IT News
Imphal, Dec. 26:
General
Out
Patients
Department (OPD) of the
Regional Institute of Medical
Sciences (RIMS) Imphal is all
set to resume from December
28, 2020.
A statement by the medical
Superintendent of RIMS, Prof.
H. Priyoshakhi Devi said that
General OPD of RIMS
Hospital will be resumed from
9 am to 1 pm on all working
days along with speciality
clinics with effect from
December 28 , 2020 with
practice of social distancing
norms and other safety

precautions.
The decision was taken
during a meeting chaired by
the Director RIMS held on
Dec. 4 afternoon at the
conference hall of Jubilee Hall
RIMS.
The statement said that
patients will be called per
appointment basis. The
appointment is to be taken one
day ahead if it is not holiday
or 2 days ahead if intervening
day is Sunday or Holiday from
11 am to 3 pm to the hotline
mobile number – 7085406468/
6033849437/ 6033855708/
7085406433/ 7085406385.
On the other hand the
Casualty service presently

running in the OPD block of
RIMS Hospital will also be
shifted to the old casualty
block for emergency services.
Meanwhile, a condolence
meeting on sudden demise of
Y. Humananda Singh,
Accounts Officer, RIMS,
Imphal was today at 1:00 p.m.
at the A-Block, RIMS, Imphal
under the chairmanship of
Prof. A. Santa Singh, Director,
RIMS, Imphal.
The staffs of the Institute
during the condolence
meeting observed two
minutes silence as a mark of
respect to the departed soul
and shared the sorrow and
pain of the grief stricken family

Peoples’ Convention resolved to
demand special status of Manipur
IT News
Imphal, Dec 26:
The Peoples’ Convention on
Special Statue for Manipur
organized by COCOMI at
GM Hall here in Imphal has
re-iterated on its stand to
fight all odds against any
attempt to dis tort the
territorial integrity of the the
state.
Today’s meeting resolved
that no ethnic bas edterritorial council can be
accepted within the territory
of Manipur, as s uch
arrangements will create more
political
and
ethnic
problems.
The meeting also resolved to
demand “special status’ of
Manipur, inter alia, the
following comp etencies:
Special stat us will mean
specific provisions in the
constitution of India, Three
administrative subject, Viz,

Defence, External affairs and
interstate relations shall be
ves ted
in
cent ral
Government while the rest
shall be conferred on the
sta te
government
by
amending the constitution of
India.
For providing powers to
Manipur to trade with its
neighbors, Sharing of profits
from central projects in the
state between the centre and
the
stat e.
Inter-state
migration within the state
sha ll be contr olled by
Manipur; Amendment of
Art icle 3 of the Indian
Constitution by inserting a
Proviso that any change in
the boundary of the Manipur
shall require the concurrence
of the Manipur Legislative
Assembly; To constitute a
Manipur Legislative Council,
with representation from all
the recognized community of
Manipur with the condition

that for larger community for
every two-lakh population
there
shall
be
one
representative in the said
Council.
Land and Res ource of
Manipur shall vest in the
State. R esolved that a
people’s
dem ocratic
movement
demand ing
Special Status for Manipur
within the framework of the
Indian Union be launched in
the light of the above stated
principles. Resolved that a
Wor king Comm ittee be
constituted to work out
specific details of the Special
Status and produce a draft of
a Memorandum Demanding
Special Status for Manipur to
be subm itted to the
Government of India.
Resolved that COCOMI is
entrusted the responsibility
of accomplis hing the
res olut ions
of
this
Convention.

Careers opportunity in the Fashion Industry in India
By- Vijay GarG
A blend of creativity, style,
originality and aesthetic
sensibilities is what a career in
Fashion demands, and if you
possess just the right mix, this
highly glamorous industry
awaits. Not only that, a passion
for following fashion trends and
being updated with the latest in
clothing, accessories and
brands is also important to make
it big.
So If you are a young fashion
enthusiast looking for career
options in the fashion industry,
here is a spectacular list of
fashion and style related careers
that are surely going to make you
go WOW! Let’s explore them
one by one:
1. Fashion Design
From legendary pioneers like
Ritu Kumar, Manish Malhotra,
Sabyasachi to emerging talents
like Kanika Goyal and Priyanka
Ella Lorena Lama, there are
extremely talented fashion
designers out there. Many girls
have melted their hearts for the
clothes designed by them. What
if you could be one too?
Fashion designers understand
the needs of their clients and
create attractive garments,
apparel and accessories
according to the current fashion
trends and market conditions. To
be a successful designer, you
must possess exceptional
creative talent, artistic skills and
a flair for designing.
Career Opportunities in Fashion
Design: Some designers work
with or under popular fashion

designers while others manage
their own fashion labels. You can
also work in export houses,
manufacturing units, branded
fashion showrooms, boutiques,
and studios.
2. Textile & Apparel Design
Textiles are different types of
cloths or woven fabrics used to
make clothes, including materials
like tie-and-dye fabrics, wool,
phulkari, khadi, etc. Textile and
Apparel designers create
patterns and designs for such
knit, woven and printed fabrics.
Along with this, they are also
involved in other processes like
yarn making, weaving, knitting,
dyeing, finishing processes, etc.
There is a fine difference between
Fashion and Textile Designers.
Textile Designers develop fabrics
whereas Fashion Designers use
these fabrics to create new
designs for clothes. Successful
textile designers have a creative
vision of what a finished textile
will look like and know the
technical aspects of production
and properties of fibre, yarn and
dyes.
Career Opportunities in Textile &
Apparel Design: As a part of
your work, you can be employed
in textile companies, textile mills,
boutiques,
garment
manufacturing companies,
fashion houses and textile
studios. After a degree in this
field, you can also work in the
industry as a colour specialist,
and pay attention to the
differentiation of colours and
dyes used in designing.
3.Jewellery Design

All the top-notch jewellery
brands like Tanishq, Kalyan
Jewellers, Malabar Gold and
Diamonds,
etc.
have
breathtaking jewellery pieces
and diamonds in their
showrooms. Whatever be the
occasion, jewellery reflects a
sense of opulent beauty that is
unmatched and timeless.
Jewellery Designers are the ones
behind such exquisite designs.
They design different jewellery
pieces like necklace sets,
chokers, rings, bangles, maang
tikkas, etc. by understanding the
current trends and working
according to customers’ tastes.
4. Fashion Technology
This field requires you put
together your technological
skills with your creative bent of
mind. This is an especially
suitable field for students from a
science background. Fashion
Technologists work on the
development of garments, their
production, and quality
management. While fashion
designers deal in the creation of
new clothes from available
fabrics, Fashion Technologists
deal with the production process
behind the creation of the fabrics
and cloths. They ensure that the
clothing is made using the most
cost-effective and efficient
methods while maintaining
quality standards.
Career Opportunities in Fashion
Technology:
Fashion
technologists work with garment
manufacturing units, fashion
houses and film and TV
production units. They give

consultation their consultation
to brands and fashion designers.
Experienced
fashion
technologists can join as fashion
institutes as faculty members.
6.
Fashion
Business
Management
This is the perfect field for those
with a love for fashion and a flair
for business and marketing.
Managers
for
fashion
businesses and brands conduct
in-depth research and analysis
of the latest fashion and market
trends to predict the success of
products among consumers.
As a Fashion Business Manager,
you have to maintain the brand
value of the product through
media and advertisements,
develop innovative marketing
strategies, promote products
through visual marketing
campaigns, manage the
placement of products and
merchandise in stores to market
products, etc. With the boom
of social media’s use in
business, you can also work to
market fashion products
globally using social media
platforms.
Career Opportunities in
Fashion
Business
Management: You can work
with apparel/fashion brands,
designer boutiques and retail
chain outlets. Some of the
leading work profiles are
Fashion Product Manager,
Fashion Brand Manager,
Fashion Marketing Manager,
Public Relations Manager,
Visual Merchandiser, Fashion
Advertising Agent, Fashion

