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Agri Director Laltanpuii Vanchhong
dishonours RTI Act says his Dept is not
the custodian of the dept. audit report
IT News
Imphal, Dec 12:
The Director of Agriculture
Laltanpuii Vanchhong has
dishonoured the Right to
Information (RTI) Act 2005, by
not providing the audit report
of the Agriculture department.
In a reply to a RTI application
the Director stated that his
office is not the custodian of
the audit report of the
department he is heading.
According to reportall the
Government Department is the
custodian of audit report of its
own department.
The said RTI was filed by
Khumanthem Dhanachandra,
an RTI activist of

Naoremthong LaishramLeirak
to Agriculture Department,
Government of Manipur on
23 rd September 2020 seeking
copies of audit report of the
agriculture department for the
year 2017-18& 2018-19.
The Activist told the Imphal
Times thatthe Director is
intentionally concealing the
facts relating to audit report.
If the audited repott of the
Agri Department is not held by
the concerned department then
which department/ board will
held it ?
The activist further stated
thatthe Agri Department also
rejected his request to
transfer the RTI application
under section 6(3) of the RTI

Act if that sought information
is not available with the
department. As per the Section
6 (3) RTI Act 2005 where an
application is made to a
public authority requesting
for an information which is
held by another public
authority; or the subject
matter of which is more
closely connected with the
functions of another public
authority, the public
authority, to which such
application is made, shall
transfer the application or
such part of it as may be
appropriate to that other
public authority and inform
the applicant immediately
about such transfer.

India’s first mNRAvaccine receives approval
IT Correspondent
Pune, Dec. 12:
The Central Drugs Standard Control
Organisation (CDSCO has
permitted Pune-based Gennova
Biopharmaceuticals to conduct
Phase I/II clinical trials, along with
animal toxicity data, for its mRNA
COVID-19 vaccine candidate.
It is India’s first messenger RNA

CM
inaugurates
artificial
football turf
at Langjing
Achouba
IT News
Imphal, Dec 12:
Chief Minister N. Biren Singh
today inaugurated an Artificial
Football Turf at Langjing
Achouba, Imphal West and also
handed over the football turf to
the Department of Youth Affairs
and Sports.
The football turf was constructed
by the Water Resources
Department with a cost of Rupees
10 crores.
Contd. on Page 4

(mRNA) COVID-19 vaccine
candidate. Globally, US-based
pharma giant Pfizer Inc has
developed its mRNA vaccine.
The permission was granted after
the Subject expert Committee (SEC)
for vaccines recommended for grant
of permission in a review meeting
on Wednesday, official sources
said. After detailed deliberation, the
SEC recommended for grant of
permission to conduct Phase I/II
clinical trial subject to the condition
that the interim results of Phase 1
study shall be submitted to the
committee before proceeding to the
next phase.
The Department of Biotechnology
had earlier said it has provided seed
funding for the development of
Gennova’s novel self-amplifying
mRNA-based vaccine candidate for
COVID-19. Gennova has developed
its mRNA vaccine candidate
(HGCO19) in collaboration with
HDT Biotech Corporation, US. The
firm earlier said that the vaccine
demonstrated
safety,
immunogenicity, neutralisation
antibody activity in the rodent and
non-human primate models. DBTBIRAC has facilitated the
establishment of the first-of-its-kind
mRNA-based
vaccine
manufacturing platform in India.
DBT has provided seed funding for
the development of Gennova’s
novel self-amplifying mRNA-based
vaccine candidate for COVID-19, the
DBT said in a statement.

The Union Health Ministry had on
Tuesday said that as many as eight
vaccine candidates for COVID-19
are under different stages of clinical
trials and could be ready for
authorisation in the near future. The
eight vaccines include Astrazeneca
and Oxford University developed
and Serum Institute of India
manufactured Covishield, Covaxin
by Bharat Biotech Ltd, ZyCoV-D by
Zydus Cadila, Russian vaccine
candidate Sputnik-V, NVX-CoV2373
by SII, HGCO19 by Geneva, and two
unlabeled vaccines — the
Recombinant Protein Antigen based
vaccine by Biological E Ltd and
Inactivated rabies vector platform
by Bharat Biotech.
While the former five vaccine
candidates are in either phase II or
entered in phase III clinical trials,
the latter three are still in pre-clinical
trial phases. Meanwhile, two
vaccines candidates – “Covishield”
and “Covaxin” - are in the third
stage of clinical trials. They have
applied for emergency use
authorisation to the Drug Controller
General of India (DCGI). Their
application is pending for approval
after the SEC found inadequate
safety and efficacy data of the
vaccines in its Wednesday review
meeting.
The
SEC
has
recommended to furnish further
safety and efficacy data to both the
firms to receive the emergency use
authorisation (EUA) of their
COVID-19 vaccines.

AIMS submits memorandum to the
Governor drawing her attention to the
pathetic road condition in Noney district
IT News
Imphal, Dec 12:
Apunba Imagi Machasing (AIMS),
a student’s body based in Manipur
had submitted memorandum to the
governor of Manipur Dr. Najma
Heptulla drawing her attention to
the pathetic road condition
connecting Kab ui Khullen to
Noney via Nagaching and Kabui
Khullen to Phayeng Via Haochong
road in Noney district.
The memorandum stated that the
Kabui Khullen Villagein Noney
Dis trict, Manipur was the
epicente r of t he earthqu ake

measuring 6.8 on the Richter scale
on 4th January 2016. The villagers
grows plenty of fruit plants,
vegetables and are available in
penty.
Yongchak/ tree bean (Parkia
timoriana) is one of the favourite
dishes of Manipuri. The place is
famous for yongchak and also for
orange, sandang (mithun), among
many others.
However, it is very difficult to get
there due to the pathetic condition
of the road. The village is not far
away from Imphal.
Besides producing fruit in large
quantity it is perilous to reach there

because of the miserable road. The
region is one of the wetting places
in Manipur, and there is no culvert
in the route so, they faced a lot of
difficulties since there is no outlet
for the water coming from the
streams. In this regard, we will like
to request your kind intervention
to repair the routes connecting
Kabi Khullen to Noney via
Nagaching and Khabui Khullen to
Phayeng via Hoachong Raod.
AIMS urges the Governor to direct
the concern department to take
necessary action to
repair the road connectivity as
soon as possible.

Maliyapham Palcha kumsing 3418

Rs. 2/-

State paid rich tributes to the brave
mothers on Nupi Lan Numit

IT News
Imphal, Dec 12:
State today observed 81 st Nupi
Lan Day 2020 at the Nupi Lan
M em orial C omp lex , Im p hal
remembering the brave mothers
who fought against the mass
exploitation and artificial famine
tr ig ger ed by t he then mighty
British Imperialist.

The State level function which
was graced by Chief Minister N.
Biren Singh was also attended by
D epu ty Chief M inister S hr i
Yum nam J oykum ar, C ab inet
Ministers, M Ps, MLAs, Chief
Secretary, DGP, top civil and
police officials of the State.
The Chief Ministe r led the
gatherings in laying floral tributes
to the statue of brave mothers of

the State who valiantly fought
against the British policies and
lost their lives in the agitation.
Addressing the media persons at
the observance, N. Biren Singh
s aid t hat the S t ate had b een
observing Nupi Lan Numit every
year as a remembrance to the
courage and spirit shown by the
women of the State challenging
the then mightiest world power.
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NUPI LAN

The ‘dot’ in understanding
our courageous mother
Today, the state is observing the ‘Nupi Lan Numit’- the Manipur
Women’s Agitation of 1939. The historic event which started as an
agitation by Manipuri women against the economic policies of the
Maharaja and the Marwari monopolists especially in regard to the
unrestricted export of rice from the valley in view of the impending
scarcity due to prospects of a poor harvest, l ater on changed its
character to become a movement for constitutional and administrative
reform in Manipur. The original demands of the women were confined
to the banning of rice exports, but later included changes in the
administrative set-up.
Perhaps it would be pertinent to reflect on the points of similarity
between the event of 1939 and the present society to attempt a probable
prediction of how things might turn out in the near future given the
uncertainties and increasing feelings of disregard by the state authorities
to the protracted sufferings and feelings of unprovoked challenges to
the very existence of the public by a bunch of incorrigible troublemongers who, in the garb of nationalists and upholders of a ‘unique’
breed of humanity, are indulging in vandalism and self-indulgence by
stirring up emotions of the naïve and simple public.
In a dramatic turnaround, the people of the state is scrambling for
essential commodities of daily consumption almost all of which are
now being brought in from different places outside the state. If there
ever is another ‘Nupi Lan’ it would be for the means to import or bring
in these essential goods. Funnily enough, the unfortunate irony seem
to be lost to many at present including those at the helm of affairs of
the state- that what was once a state of surplus have been reduced to
one which depends on the produce of other states for survival. The
focus for most public figures is on extolling the spirit and valor of the
Manipuri women, and of respecting and upholding their high social
status while nothing could be further from the truth if anyone cares to
take a reality check.
The focus should not just be to maintain the ‘status quo’ as some
‘experts and social commentators would so enthusiastically suggest.
The focus now is to break away from the conventions and customs
that have been holding the collective society back from reaching the
potential the state has shown it possessed in abundance. Nupi Lan
and other historic agitations have shown that there is no dearth of
spirit and drive in the hearts of the people of the state. History has also
borne witness to the high level of social and political consciousness
of the people of the state. Perhaps the one prominent blot in the history
of the state is the lack of true progressive leaders to lead the people
and the state out of the social quagmire and political instabilities which
has been reflecting on the overall dismal economy despite the
tantalizing promises and possibilities. Or is it the case of too many
‘self-styled’ leaders confusing the public and confounding themselves?

Extra News
Tetso College conducts Student
Webinar on “Learning New Language
Benefits: Naga Experience”
As a part of the student webinar series
of Tetso College the Department of
Political Science under the directions,
guidance and supreme leadership of
Dr. Rimmei Longmei ably supported
and assisted by Dr. Sabur Ali M. who
has conceptualized the event, has
conducted a student webinar on the
unique topic “Learning New
Language Benefits: Naga Experience”
on 8th December, 2020. Dr Rimmei
Longmei, HoD delivered an
introductory note and put light on the
relationship between language
politics and new language learning in
the context of Nation Building
Process. The webinar had six speakers
from students. It was moderated by
Yaoreiphy Awungshi, Assistant
Professor, Department Of Political
Science who also highlighted the
concept note of the webinar.
At first the speakers listed out how
many languages they know and how
they learned it. All the six speakers
were multilingual. Mr. Kezhavikho
Lhoushe said that through animation
movies he learned Japanese
language. Mr. Imliwapang described
his passion for Bollywood movies
which taught him Hindi language.
Miss Rose M Lotha explained her
interest on Korean culture and dramas
which helped her to learn Korean
language. Miss Tialila Imsong talked
about how she developed her skills
over English language. Miss Lika
Zhimo mentioned how she learned
her neighbours’ mother tongues.
Miss Kalibo said that she learned the

Hindi language from her grandfather
who was in British army in World War
II.
While giving his concluding remarks
Dr. Aniruddha Babar mentioned
classical languages which function as
a treasury of knowledge. He also
traced the intersection of growth and
evolution of languages with sociopolitical undercurrents prevailed in
the society. He also explained as to
how English became language of the
Nagaland and how South Korean
language and culture has been
influencing the young generation in
the northeast states especially in the
Nagaland. Dr Aniruddha mentioned
that, “Our people of the North East
feel factually connected with the
South-East Asian culture and modern
way of life than that of the heartland
of India. This connection could be
due to a range of factors like physical
resemblance, traditional knowledge
systems and food habits.” While
concluding his remarks he
emphasized on need to preserve
languages. He had drawn an attention
of the participants to the ‘painful fate’
of the classical spoken languages like
Pali, Ardhmagadhi, Aramaic, Vedic/
classical Sanskrit and Latin. “History
teaches us that the growth of society
goes hand in hand with inevitable
transformations in the languages and
their structures. I do not much bother
with the rise and fall of language but
I will forever remain concerned with
the ‘Cost’ that we paid owing to the
loss”. He concludes.

Letters, Feedback and Suggestions to ‘Imphal Times’
can be sent to our e-mail : imphaltimes@gmail.com. For advertisement
kindy contact: - 0385-3590330 (O). For time being readers can reach
the office at Cell Phone No. 9862860745 for any purpose.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND :
The upheaval known as N upi
Lan of 1939 is extremely significant
in the light of half a century of
British rule in Manipur after the
national disaster of 1891. The
power wielded by the Maharaja
with the strength of the Empire in
support of his rule was a negation
of traditional statesmanship of
earlier Meitei Kings. The feudalsocial set-up inherited from the
religious and social schism of the
18th century was nurtured by the
Raj which reached its apogee of
religious and social oppression in
the 3rd decade of the 20th century.
Lack of national finances had
forced the hands of the despotic
prince to expe ri-me nt wit h a
sys tem of fiscal op press ion
unparalleled in social impact,
cau sing d eep w ounds and
distress in the body polity.
The establishment of a pseudo
a d m in is t r a t i v e - b u r e a u c r a t ic
str uctur e in imitation of the
distant Imperial bureaucracy, yet
tinged with existing feudal values
res ulted
in
widespr ead
malpractices and corruption. Add
to it the fundamental reduction in
the resources of the State due to
colonial
exp loitation
by
the Mayang traders
which
obliterated all ins pects of
eco-nomic developm ent. The
entire social, religious, fiscal and
political system therefore was of
inhuman proportions, created by
a despotic prince protec-ted by the
Imperial power, and aided and
abetted by the intrigues of a sect
of
colonial
ex ploiters
called Mayangs, whose excessive
greed for surplus wealth at the
exp ense of the indigenes
were unique in the new plural
set-up of the enforced society.
Again the famine, the floods, and
the general indifference of the new
soc ial elite enhanced t his
unbearable malaise.
The outbreak therefore was a
spontane ous er uption of the
suppressed energy of the exploited
people whose genuine aspirations
for justice and | human dignity
helped create this great upheaval.
The spark naturally had to be set
off by the rice export of
the Mayang traders.
The
vanguard was the suffering, yet
fearless women of t he land,
followed up by well-organized
political movement from the men
under the leadership of Mr. Hijam
Irabot.
Here we give the official version
of the upheaval, as gathered from
( the Administrative Report of
1939-40, and a representative
opinion of those times from
the Pioneer, Lucknow. The Darbar
Resolit’ 1 of 12.12.1939 is also
added to reflect the unreal calm of
the admitHStra&o in the midst of
that tumult.
The most important event of the
yea r was the outb reak in
Decem-ber 1939 of disturbances
known as “Nup i Lan” or the
Wom en’s War. T here had
previously been a similar outbreak
in 1904 when the then Political
Agent is sued orders for the
rebuild-ing by forced labour of the
Ass istant Political Agent’s
bungalow which had been burnt
down by inhabitants of Imphal. For
a week there were demonstrations
by mar-ket women which had to
be dispersed by force.
The present ou tbreak had its
immediate cause in a rise in the
price of rice. Foreign mer-chants
in Imphal who had set up rice mills,
were buying all the paddy they
could get, milling it and exporting
it. This and a disap-p ointing
harvest hit the poorer townsfolk
hard whe n they were already
suffering from the loss of their old
earnings from husking paddy.
D e m o n s t r a t i o n s
were therefore held demand-ing

the cessation of ex-ports and the
closing of all rice-mills. The first
of
these
was
on
Decem-ber 12 th , when several
hundred women came to the State
Office and in-sis ted that the
Presi-dent of the Darbar, Mr.
Sharpe, should forbid the export
of rice. The President pointed out
that such an order would require
the sanction of, the Maharaja and
the women accompanied him to
the Telegraph Office so that he
could wire to His Highness who
was at Na badwip. When he
had done so, they kept him there
to await the Maharaja’s reply and
the Comm an-dant of the 4th
Assam Rifles, Major Bulfield and
the Civil Su rgeon, Major
Cummins , who came to the
rescu e, were kept there too.
Finally the compound of the
Telegraph Office which is in the
British Reserve was cleared by a
detachment of Ass?, Rifles, but
though t oe club bearer was
allowed to bring them drinks, the
officers did out until 11:30 p.m
Next day a message was received
from the Maharaja asking the
Political Agent to help prevent
the export of rice and an order
for- bidding it was promp t-ly
issued. The women then turned
their atten-tion to the rice-mills,
extorting written pro-mises from
the mill-owners that they would
not work their mills. But that night,
news that a mill-owner had soaked
and boiled some paddy to make
par-boiled rice caused an angry
crowd of some 10,000 women to
march on one of the largest mills
and only after the electric
switches of the mills had been
rem oved by an order of M r.
Gimson, the Political Agent, could
he persuade them to go home.
Excitement died down, only to
flare up again on Decem ber
29th. The day before, some ethers
whose rice had been thrown into
the gutter lodged a complaint in
the court of the Poli-tical Agent,
naming five w omen as their
as-sailants. The Agency Police
thereupon asked the State Police
to pro-duce the women so that
their statements could be
recorded. A large crowd of women
objected and besieged the Police
Inspector in the State Thana for,
several hour s, alleging qu ite
falsely that he had kicked an
elderly Brah-min woman. Threats
to murder the Inspector were
shouted but he succeeded in
spiriting himself away to the
Palace—a
creditable
and
surprising achievement for a man
of his bulk.
During the succeed-ing days the
main bazar in the British Reserve
was boycotted and meetings were
held in the Police bazar. Men now
began to take a more prominent
part in the agitation, which is said
to have been fanned by an old
prophesy that the appointed time
had come to the arrival of a new
Maharaja riding on a white
elephant. The Mahashabha, a
lo- cal b ody w ith Congr ess
affiliations, also took advantage
of the un-rest and suggested, that
their leader was the rider of the
prophesy. A particularly violent
spe ech on Janu ary 9 th,
how ever, The success of
the lathi charges had a steady-ing
effect and the women whose
interest had gra-dually waned as
the men joined in and who by this
time were no longer very clear as
to what the hullaballoo was all
about, had themselves split into
two opposing factions. With a fall
in the price of paddy conditions
gra-dually returned to nor-mal,
but it was not for over a year that
the main Imphal bazar was again
fully occu-pied.
Though the immediate causes of
the Wom en’s War had b een
econo-mic there was also a strong

Photo courtesy - internet
feeling of dissat-isfaction with the
Admi-nistration over the ”Mangba
Sengba” scanda l of the year
before. Well-to-do Brahmins had
gone round the village infor-ming
people that the Brahma Sabha had
declared them Mangba or outcast
and offering for a consideration to
have them declared Sengba or
purified. Similar methods were also
used to persuade villagers to pay
Brah-mins for recovery of cattle
which the Brah-mins had
themselves stolen. Although such
Brahmins were often not members
of the Brahma Sabha and were in
any case usually acting with-out
its authority, the fact that the
Maharaja was the head of the
Brahma Sabha caused a loss of
confidence in the Administration.
The Darbar, who were some-what
out of t ouch with the public,
sha red in [this loss of
confidence— in this case unjustly,
having t aken rigorous and
successful action to put a stop to
the scandal. Coming on top of this
loss of confi-dence, the Women’s
War I caused a breakdown of the
Administration, manifested mainly
by the inadeq uacy, both in
numbers and efficiency, j of the
State Police. The question of the
reform of the adminis-tration was
accordingly taken up and was
under discussion when the year
under report closed.
( Administration Report 1939-40
; Pages 13 )
Imphal (Assam) Dec. 17.
The Political Agent ,Manipur
State, wires from Imphal:
On the morning of December 12, a
large crowd, consisting mostly of
women, surrounded Darbar Hall in
Imp hal to pet ition for the
immediate stoppage of the export
of rice from Manipur. The Darbar
passed a resolution, and at about
1-30 pm. the President telegraphed
to His Highness the Maha-raja,
who was away on a pilgrimage in
Nabadwip, asking him to approve
of the stoppage of export. The
crowd which w ent with the
President to the Tele-graph Office
became excited and still demand-ed
an immediate order, although they
were told clearly that the reply from
His Highness could not be
received for some hou rs. The
crowd, which by the time numbered
about 4,000, with the women still
in a majority, confined the
President of the Darbar, the Civil
Surgeon and some other officials
in the Telegra ph Office, and
refused to allow them to leave even
to take food.
Troops called in
At about 2-30 p.m., the
Commandant of the 4th Assam
Rifles, having hear d of the
confinement of other officers, came
to the Telegraph Office and was
equally pre-vented from leaving by
the crowd of women. The attitude
of the crowd grew threatening, and
at about 2-45 p.m, a platoon of the
Assam Rifles arrived. The crowd
grew more exci-ted, and very soon
began to throw stones at the
Telegraph Office. Two Windows
were broken and the situation was
so dangerous that the troops were
called in to clear the compound.

This they did in a few minutes
amid a fusillade of stones by
pushing back the women with
their rifles.
Order was thus res-tored, but the
crowd
remained
on
the
road out side the
compound
without
dispersing,
and the officers were unable to
leave the Telegraph office until
about mid-night. In the clearing of
the compound, 21 women were
injured either by stones, or by rifle
butts. They were all treated on the
spot by the Civil Surgeon and
three other medical men who were
present. There were no injuries of
a serious na-ture, but five of the
women were removed to the Civil
Hospital and detained for further
treatment.
Reports have been circulated that
the women were wounded by
bayonets . The se ar e wholly
erroneous. There were no bayonet
wounds.
(The Pioneer, Lucknow dated
19.12.39.)
Darbar R esolution No. 1 of
12.12.39.
1. To consider a petition from
certain villagers asking that the
export of rice should be stopped.
F. M., Fg. M. and Reg. M. consider
that the increase in the price of rice
to Re 1 per Sangbai during harvest
time indicates a short-age of rice
in Manipur and apprehend that
there will be famine in Manipur
unless the ex-port is banned.
These three members are in favour
of stopping the export of rice
com-pletely until enquiries have
been made to as-certain the actual
stock of rice in Manipur. They
request His High-ness to pass
orders stopping the export of rice
imm ediate ly
so that His
Excellency the Gov-ernor of Assam
may be approached to sanc-tion
the ban on export to the Assam
Rifles and Kohima Civil Station.
J. M. and the Pre-sident dissent
from this view as they do not
consider that the pre-sent increase
in the price of rice is due to any
appreciable shortage. The export
of rice has only been opened for
18 days, and con-sidering the fact
that this year’s harvest has been
on the whole reasonably good
there must still be a con-siderable
amount of ride available for
export. J. M. and the President
wish to reconsider the matter at a
later Darbar after ascertaining the
approximate amount of rice at
present in Mani-pur and to decide
then whether some form of
restriction on export should be
introduced.
PM. although not in favour of an
imme-diate ban on export is in
favour of an imme-diate restriction
on export pending enquiry.
Although opinion is divided, all
members are u nanim ously in
favour
of
an
immediate
enquiry. L.S.0. and L. R. O. are
asked to give an early report on the
size of this year’s harvest. P. M.
S. D. will enquire into the amount of
stock at present in the bazar and the
average amount of rice being
exported daily.
His Highness is hum-bly requested
to pass orders at an early date.

This article was first published in the weekly journal “Ressistence”
in late 70s. Imphal Times reproduced this in the interest of our readers
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Farmers’ protest will spread across the
nation: Pawar

By Raju Vernekar
Mumbai, Dec 12:

NCP chief Sharad Pawar on
Friday warned the central
government against testing
the patience of farmers
protesting against the three
new agricultural laws which,
he said, had been hurried
through Parliament.
“The farm laws were passed
in hurry. There is a chance that
this protest will spread across
the nation. The solution to end
this stalemate is to roll back
the laws and have discussion
with farmers,” Pawar told
media here.
“We insist...the farmer is the
annadata (food provider) of
the country. His tolerance
should not be tested,” NCP
President said indicating that
the current deadlock between
the protesters and the
authorities is likely to continue
for some time. The farmers
“extreme demand” of
withdrawing the laws was now

NCP Chief Sharad Pawar addressing media on Friday

faced with the government’s
unfavourable stance.
The veteran leader, who was
also Union agriculture minister,
said that more people,
travelling on around 700
tractors, had joined the
ongoing protest along the
Delhi border on Friday
morning. “I have been told
that more farmers are coming
every day and joining them
from different parts of
county,” he said. “The protest

is restricted to Delhi border.
But it cannot be ruled out that
it may spread elsewhere, too,
if no decision is taken in time.”
When asked about Union
Minister Raosaheb Danve’s
comment
about
the
involvement of China and
Pakistan in the farmers’
agitation, he said, “Some
people are such that they do
not have the sense of what
should be said where and how.
He had made such statements

in the past too...We should not
pay attention to such
comments.”
Whereas the Shiv Sena has
taunted its former ally BJP,
saying the government should
“immediately conduct a
surgical strike on China and
Pakistan” if a minister has
information of their role in the
farmer protests. “If a Union
Minister has information that
China and Pakistan have a
hand behind the farmers’
agitation, then, the Defence
Minister should immediately
conduct a surgical strike on
China and Pak. The President,
Prime Minister, Home Minister
and Chiefs of the Armed
Forces should discuss this
issue seriously,” Shiv Sena
MP Sanjay Raut has said.
In the meanwhile the farmers’
who attempted to block toll
plazas in some parts of the
country in the last two days
are planning to “gherao”
residences of BJP leaders on
Monday (14 December).

Contd. from yesterday

Manipur Pauna Independence League of
Burma and Second World War
By :- Aheibam Koireng Singh and Hanjabam Shukhdeba Sharma
(Translated excerpts of Wairakpam Mangol Singh’s authored book, Prithibigi Anisuba Lanjao amasung Manipur Party,
which is to be incorporated as book chapter in the forthcoming book on Manipur and Second World War)
War preparation for Manipur
Shri Chandramani Sharma and
Shr Brajalala Sharma who were
in company with Shri Guna
Singh all the time also had to go
for war. All three of them went
to ‘Maymyo’(town in Central
Burma, also called Pyin Oo
Lwin) and talked with Shri
Gopal Singh of IIL, Captain
Nepali Sharma of INA,
Lieutenant Naka Murasan who
was in charge of Memiyo
Headquarter and some
Japanese officers about the war
they were going. He rigorously
started taking charge of the
work in relation to the office of
Hikari Kikan of Japan. On the
second day of his reaching
Memiyo, the British plane
airdropped the bomb at about
9.10 pm. Shri Brajala Sharma
went back the following day.
Shri Guna Singh, after working
for about four-five days
discussing about the hill routes
by taking out the map, war
strategy and the appropriate
time of entering to Manipur was
transported to Mandalay by
Lieutenant Naka Murasan in his
jeep. After reaching Mandalay,
Shri Chandramani Sharma was
also sent back home by giving
Rs. 100.
Shri Guna Singh and Shri
Chandramani Sharma, in May
1943 went to Rangoon
Headquarters to discuss about
the war. They reached Rangoon
at about 10 pm with great
difficulty by travelling very
riskily in train for five days.
Because of the fire that enflamed
by the airdropped bomb, the
night was all bright. In the
morning of the following
morning, they got up early and
met Lieutenant Fuji at the office
of Hikari Kikan situated in
Golden Valley of Burma.
The said officer told Guna
Singh that he would arrange for
his food and lodging. But it was
declined by Guna Singh stating
that he wanted to stay at Meitei
village as he had to meet the
Meiteis settling in Rangoon.

The officer then positively
commented and gave him Rs.
200 so that he could use it for
other things. He went to Waimi
Meitei village of Rangoon and
met the masses and expounded
to them that it was the bounded
duty of every Meiteis to drive
out the British who had
enslaved them. Every Meiteis
who lived far away from
Manipur wanted to spearhead
the venture to safeguard the
prestige of Manipur. All of them
look red-faced due to their
emotive urge to take revenge
against the British. Many elders
including Shri Thanin Singh
and Lairenlakpam Irabot said,
“It is fortunate and propitious
for Manipur that you came out
with a spirit of sacrifice to serve
your motherland at such a ripe
time to wage war so as to drive
out the British by the inclusive
forces of people from all racial
backgrounds of India. May god
bless the mission”.
Shri Guna Singh, by staying at
Basti Waimi Village went every
day at Hikari Kikan office for
discussing various strategies of
war. At the completion of about
ten days or so, Shri Guna Singh
was frequently let known by the
Japanese officers about the
dropping of bombes by the
Japanese at the islands of
Pacific (Prasant) Ocean and at
various places of India and also
discussed by taking out the
map. When the turn for
discussing on Manipur came,
he always strongly insisted for
not dropping the bomb in any
other areas except the places
occupied by Assam Rifles, P.A.
Bungalow and the Military. He
also asserted to leave the shrine
of ShriGovinda which was
worshipped by Manipur with
strong reverence untouched
while dropping bomb. He tried
to save the people of Manipur
as much as he could. He told
the Japanese officers that
Manipur Valley was a densely
populated area with houses
built mostly bamboo, woods
and thatch. If one house got

caught with the fire, it would
burn the whole village. Rice
granaries and other edible items
were also stored inside the
house, he further told. Hearing
his words, the Japanese officers
assured him to not frighten.
Shri Guna at once told to
Lieutenant Fuji while talking
with him at Rangoon office of
Hikari Kikas that, “We wanted
to restore the lost independence
of Manipur by befriending with
you
(Japan) for
our
emancipation from slavery and
bondage by defeating the
British. And atrocities were
committed to the women of
Manipur by cruelly inflicting
them with bayonet wounds
during the women’s war. The
women of Manipur spend the
entire night restlessly with great
difficulty. Paona and many
other patriots were martyred in
the war of independence. Bir
Tikendrajit and Thangal were
hanged to death. We started to
take up this act to revenge for
all such acts.”
Hearing
these
words,
Lieutenant Fuji stood up and by
holding his hands happily
stated, “That yearning for
serving the nation be keeping
aside the self-interest is what
we actually wanted.”
The war by Japan and INA
against the British in India
would be from two fronts – one
from Manipur and the other
from Arkan side which was to
be preceded first from the
Manipur side. It was because
of this reason that the
participation of Manipur
League was inevitable. The
Lieutenant further made it
known to Shri Gune Singh. From
that time onwards, the Japanese
gave Shri Gune was given Rs.
100 each for a week as
allowance. Rs. 200 was also
given to Shri Gourahari to
spend for his expenses.
Japanese press also had
Bengali language and Bengali
script. Guna Singh also had to
like in Meiteilon (Meitei
Language) to distribute as

pamphlet. So, the next day the
pamphlet written in Meiteilon
was made known to the
Japanese. It was at first to be
discussed at the office and
subsequently to look after the
works of the Bengali compositor
by going to the press. In that
way, two different pamphlets
were printed. After about half a
month, Shri Guna Singh was
told to travel to Singapore by
air and meet Singapore there. At
this Shri Guna enquired about
when Subhash Chandra Bose
would be coming to Rangoon.
Guna Singh got the reply that
Subhash Chandra Bose would
be coming after a week. So, it
was decided to meet Netaji
when he came to Rangoon.
Mr. Fuji then asked Shri Guna
Singh to give in writing the
names of some politician who
were interested in Manipur
politics together with the
activities they already have
done for the freedom of
Manipur and also the names of
educated people in Manipur. In
it, he mentioned the names of
those whom he thought were
well qualified. Among them were
– Irabot Singh, Shri Elangbam
Tompok Singh, Dr Leiren Singh,
Nongmeikappam Gopal Singh,
Muhori, Koijam Amubi and
Mohendro Singh stating that
they gave up the respective
post occupied by them and
endeavoured for the welfare of
the people. At this, the Japanese
officers further enquired on
what activities these politicians
were doing, how they gave up
their respective post. He replied
mentioning that Shri Irabot gave
up his membership for Sardar
Panchayat (Manipur), Shri
Tompok gave up his post of
Clerk, Dr Leiren deserted the
palace and started publishing
‘Yakairol’ (tr., Dawn) for the
benefit of the people. He also
lucidly narrated about the
Women’s
War
which
simultaneously erupted due to
the discontent of the British
misrule.
To be Contd.
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Consultation meet demand
State Gender Policy, separate
gender budget among others

IT News
Imphal, Dec 12:
A one day consultation meets
on “Gender Inequality and its
effect in Manipur” jointly
organized by Women Action
for Development (WAD) and
Centre for Social Development
(CDS) at the Giving Tree,
Sangaiprou on Friday
resolved to push up series of
demand to the state
government to form a state
gender policy and to keep
separate gender budget . The
consultation meeting also
demanded to review all the
textbooks of Manipur where
women are portrayed in a
degrading way particularly to
review the book “Nachom”
urgently.

The meet also demanded to
include gender issues in te
syllabus and curriculum right
from primary level and appoint
women judge in every district
and also to redress problems
of street venders.
Other resolution adopted to
push up to the notice of the
government also included to
install DNA machines to
speed up pending cases
related to Crime Against
Women. The meet also
resolved to urge the
government for introduction of
policy to respond to the
prevailing reproductive health
situation to improve standard
of living and quality of living
and quality of life of women
and bridge the inequality gaps.
The
consultative

programmme was held in
connection
with
the
Forthnight Observation of 16
days Activism
Against
Gender base Violence. Many
resource persons spoke on
different topics including
problem problem faced by
women in Manipur during the
pandemic and its legal issues.
Some of the speakers includes
Ms. Sobita Mangsatabam ,
Secy WAD, Social Activist
Priyadarshini Gangte, Project
manager of CDS Phamila
Tuithung, Journalist Liklai
Leima, Baby Shirin amd
Clinical psychologist Paonam
Thoibi.
Some of the victims of gender
violence and inequality
narrated their stories of they
have been deprived .

UNLF clarifies
IT News
Imphal, Dec 12:
Proscribed group United
Liberation Front (UNLF)
Manipur has clarified that
that Khangembam Sanjoy
singh 24 year son of Kh
Manglemba singh of Kumbi
Setapur Maning Leikai, which
the Bishnupur commando
claimed to have been

arrested as a cadre of UNLF
on 7 December 2020 from the
Bir Tikendrajit International
Airport, Tulihal is not related
or has anything to do with the
UNLF . The statement issued
by M Sakhen, Director,
Department of Publicity also
stated that on December 12
as per a report appeared on
local newspaper, a combine
team of Assam Rifles and

Commando arrested Oinam
Ongbi
M emtombi
@
Malemleima
@
Chingsangleima wife of
Oinam Ibomcha of Awang
Khunou Maning leikai and
stated that she is join the
party in the year 1997 and got
training for MPA. As per the
UNLF statement the UNLF
had de-charged her in 2002
after she got married .

Tetso College commemorates
Human Rights Day
IT News
Dimapur, Dec. 12.
On the
oc casion
of
International Human Rights
Day, Department of Political
Science of Tetso College
under the dir ections,
guidance and supr eme
leadership of Dr. Rimmei
Longmei has conducted third
round table conference with
‘Human Rights: Theory and
Practice” as a theme. Dr
Rimmei Longmei, HoD in his
address emphasized on the
necessity of human Rights
and commemoration of the
International Human Rights
Day. He also expressed his
concerns tow ards the
effective implementation of
Human Rights.
The Keynote Speaker Dr
Antony Raj focused on the
evolution and violation of
human rights in the context
of farm laws and ongoing
protests . His detailed
acc ount of impact of
cooperative farming on
reg ulating pr ices and
vanq uishing of minimum
support price leading loss of
renumera tive p rices to
farmers and further inflating
prices threatening the rights
like life, food and livelihood.

Roundtable Discussion was
moderated by D r. Vijaya
Cha mundeswar i, where
stu dent s exp ressed their
views on wide ranging topics
like ‘Interface betw een
International Human Rights
Law and International
Hum anitarian Law’ (Mr
Put ionen Jamir ), human
rights violations and race and
ethnicity (Ms N Phewang
Konyak), impact of climate
change on human rights (Ms
Ningning Newmai), human
rights and minorities (Mr
Hotoka Shohe) and human
rights issues in India (Mr
Bothuvi Chishi).
The session was vibr ant
with students focusing on
reality of the various issues
and concer ns re lat ed t o
Human Rights while having
t heore tical p ers p ectives .
Also, the special invit ee
Major Gen N. George (Rtd)
discussed the role of Army
in protecting human rights
and em phas ized on the
necessity of institutional
building. He suggested the
students as the forbearers
of the upholding of rights to
focus on implementation. He
cited the examples of Malala
Yos oufz ahi and G r et a
Thunberg young activists.

Maj. Gen. N. George also
s ha r ed
his
p ers onal
experiences and examples
while discussing as to how
Indian Armed Forces are
fully committed to the ideals
of Human Rights.
The second s pea ker, M r
P rem M, foc us ed on
t heore tical a spects of
human rights in India and
t ried to r elat e liber alcomm unitar ian
and
cont ine ntal philos ophies
w ith
contine ntal
philosophy. He ended his
lect ur e wit h r ece nt c as e
relating to social inequality.
The question and answer
session was interesting with
q ues tions de aling w it h
negative human rights. The
thought provoking session
started and ended with the
s tateme nt ‘ All hu man
beings are born equal and
free’. This was emphasized
by the chair Mr Kezheviko
Lhou she and als o in the
concluding remarks by Mr
K ukhrus et o
Nienu .
Precisely, this programme
g ave impet us to the
necessity of Human rights
educ ation,
p ositive
p ropag ation,
effec tive
implementation and state
accountability.
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Free Progress Academy offer
Memorandum submitted to Governor for
free education till class 10 with appointment of a full time Secretary of the
scholarship to helpless child
Manipur State Kala Akademi
IT News
Imphal, Dec 12:
A school dropout kid, who
wishes to continue his study
but couldn’t due to financial
crisis after his father remain bed
ridden after having kidney
problem has been provided free
education till class X by the
authority of Free Progress
Academy, Konthojam.
Principal of the Free Progress
Academy, L. Indrakumar along
with his staff today visited the
residence of Kathellakpam
Amuchou, who has been
suffering a serious illness at
Khaidem Mayai leikai under
Patsoi Police Station. Amuchou
live with his son after his wife
expired and had been bearing
all expenditure for his son’s
study until he went bedridden

due to Kidney problem. His
son Sanathoi @ Thoithoiba
have to stop study as his
father, a daily wage earner,
could not work and earn.
Besides, Thoithoiba had to

look after his father.
Principal of the Free Progress
Academy, L. Indrakumar, after
seeing the condition assured
free education for Thoithoiba
at his school and said that a
sum of Rs. 500 will be provided
as scholarship so that he can
buy medicine for his father.
“It is up to him whether he
stays at the school campus
or with his father, but the
school will bear all
expenditure for him to
complete his class 10”, L.
Indrakumar said.
He further said that Free
Progress Academy has been
providing free education to
many disabled children and
those who cannot afford
school fee.
Thoithoiba wish to become a
police officer.

Career guidance

How to prepare for Board Exams 2021
with absence of classroom learning

By Vijay GarG
The Covid-19 Pandemic is
now in its ninth month and
absence of classroom learning
has added to the stress of
students preparing for Board
Exams 2021
Board exams for 10th and 12th
grades are considered as the
basic building blocks for the
future formation of the
student. The patterns and
evaluation criteria for these
exams are being changed
frequently to prepare students
for a comprehensive higher
education.
Here are important tips to help
students score well in their
upcoming board examination
while preparing from home:
Implement quick learning
strategies
No matter how reduced the
course outline is, it still
imparts fear in the minds of
many to go through the
complete text. Hence, learning
from advanced learning
techniques like mnemonics,
which help students remember
quickly through keywords
and acronyms, can save a lot
of time and help students to
revise the entire section at a
quick glance.
Don’t have too much on your
plate
Train your brain in a positive
way, and do not load it with a
lot of opinions. Be clear in
your mind and do not stress
yourself to cover things that
are outside your reach. Make
doable targets for a day. Do
not attempt to study all in a
single day. Try taking it slow
and assign your revision
consequently. Out of all the
subjects try to pick up 2 or 3
subjects and select two topics
from each subject and likewise
go into the depths of the
topics, instead of browsing all
the topics at once.
Create a stable and calm study
environment
Ensuring a stable study space

is certainly significant, as it
helps the student attain selfpossession. The key is
minimalizing
the
interruptions from the space,
they can be in the form of
sound and visuals. Avoid
having your study area near
to background sound of TV
/ music system etc.
Remember one thing right
now when online study
material is equally vital as
offline, having a study area
close to your Wi-Fi
connection is the best
option.
Posters
of
encouraging
quotes,
motivating personalities can
also be pasted.
Getting acquainted with
important topics
The thought of going back
to the whole chapter can be
worrying for students.
Therefore, highlighting the
key issues can be helpful in
learning and rethinking.
But how to know which
topics are important? Various
types of books that are
available in the market
introduces ‘One for All’ for
class 10th to provide a
deeper lens into the
problems that are most likely
to come in the Board Exams.
You can buy any one of
these books to have a deeper
understanding of important
concept.
Solve sample papers
It is often said that there is
nothing better than practice.
Try to solve one CBSE
sample question paper every
day from 10 am to 1 am in an
environment close to what
you are going to expect at
your exam center. Select a
different topic for each of the
five/six days. Assess
manually at the end of the
week, look at your strong
and weak areas and try to
resolve them in the weeks to
follow.
Work on commonly
committed errors
Many a times, students are
not able to perform their best
even though they know all
the answers. There are many
grammatical or writing errors
made by the students.
Hence, while preparing for
exams, students must be
conscious of such common

errors.
Follow a proper schedule
Go to bed early, get up in
the morning, have breakfast
and then study. Don’t try to
be too late and avoid
worrying
about
any
counter-productive
moments, be focused and
keep preparing for the
important day. Take an hour
or two to rest and not worry
about the exams. Read,
sleep, play or whatever you
feel that takes your eyes off
the exams.
Don’t be afraid to seek
support
Present situation is tough
for everyone around; all are
trying to fit in the new
normal. It is common for
young
students
to
overthink about their
projections and doubt
themselves. In such extreme
situations, it is vital to seek
support of an adult or a
friend. The most important
thing is to open up about
your state of mind; no good
comes out of pent-up
feelings. Parents and friends
are the best choice for
seeking emotional support
during such times.
Practice the art of
relaxation
Exercise and meditation can
help improve attention.
Many of the sportspersons
and sports professionals on
a regular basis employ
meditation methods. Studies
have found a direct
association
between
concentration exercises
(meditation) and the
performance level of sports
professionals. Meditation
strengthens the mind, it
comes under control and is
able to provide actual
guidance to the physical
body to efficiently perform
all its tasks. Psychological
exercises are a great way of
improving attention and
enlightening
mental
strength.
The key to solve the door
of success is only hard work
and a lot of practice during
the pre-board months. So,
continue to practice,
prepare and revise to
succeed in the upcoming
board exam 2021.

IT News
Imphal, Dec 12:
Various culture bodies of
the state including Manipur
Sahitya Parishad, Writter ’s
F or u m Im p ha l, N ah ar ol
S hhit ya P re mi S am it i,
Manipur Literary Society,
Manipur Dramatic Union,
R u p - M a hal
T hea t r e,
Society Theater, Manipur
Jagoi Marup, Progressive
Ar t is t L a b o r ator y and

Nimita Devi Nitya Ashram
ha d
s u b m it t ed
a
m em or and u m t o
t he
governor of Manipur Dr.
Najma Heptulla urging her
t o a p p oint a fu ll time
Secretary of the Manipur
State Kala Akademi.
The organization however
u rg e d the g over no r to
review the age limit of the
s ec r eta ry a s p er t he
advertisement notification
of November 28, 2020.

The mem or andum st at ed
t hat as pe r the new
regulation the minimum age
limit is 55 years while the
m ximu m a ge lim it is 6 3
years. But the age limit for
the Sangeet Natak Akademi
is 4 5 t o 50 . When t he
s u pe ra nnuat ion for for
government employee is 60
years.
Essential qualification for
t he S ecr et ar y of t he
S ang ee t N at ak Aka d em i

s hould b e p ost grad uat e
p lu s e
kno w led ge
of
performing art or having
ex pe r ience of w r it er or
editing in addition to 10 years
experience of administration.
The memorandum submitted
to the governor urged for
review of the age limit as per
the recruitment notification
while appreciating the
government for its initiative to
fulfill the long pending
demand of the culture lovers.
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CM inaugurates
artificial football turf ....
Addressing the gathering as
Chief Guest, N. Biren Singh
said that development in the
field of sports and games is
one of the ways to make
youths of the State healthy
and disciplined. Adding that
motivating youths to play
games and sports by
providing proper playgrounds
would be much helpful in
making our society a drug
addiction free, he stressed on
the needs of preserving
playgrounds.
He maintained that the State
Government had much
concern
about
the
development of sports sector
and was working out to give
grants to local sport clubs to
ease a little of the financial
constraint they faced to
maintain the clubs. Stating that
cash incentives of Rupees 50
Lakhs each had been awarded
to NEROCA and TRAU earlier
for participating in I-League, he
added that the Government
was planning to hand over
cash incentive of same amount
to KRYPHSA Football Club.
N. Biren further said that the
State Government had
identified places in 16 districts

of the state to construct
hockey grounds. He also
added that the Government
would try to construct gallery
and changing room for the
football turf inaugurated
today.
Youth Affairs and Sports and
Water Resources Minister
Latpao Haokip informed the
gathering that the State
Government had made a
proposal to the Centre for
construction
of
Mini
Stadiums in 32 Sub Divisions
of the State. Of which four
each at Valley Districts and Hill
Districts had been selected
and foundation stones for
t he sa me w ou ld b e laid
soon, he added.
He lauded players of the
State for acquiring a place
in the map of games and
sports. He also stated that
a pr op er p laygr ound is
necessary in every village
to garner the talent of our
yout hs and ur g ed the
p eop le of the S t ate to
maintain sanctity of sports
and not to bring in politics
in the sector.
Education, Fisheries and
C AD A
M inis te r

Sorokhaibam Rajen Singh
said that health, sports and
education are the sectors which
are keys to the development of
a society and stressed on the
needs for development of
proper playgrounds in every
part of the State.
MLA Patsoi Assembly
Constituency (AC) Km.
Akoijam Mirabai, MLA
Sagolband AC R.K. Imo, MLA

Keirao AC L. Rameshwor, Chief
Secretary Dr. Rajesh Kumar,
Principal
Secretary
Vumlunmang
Vualnam,
Commissioner Kh. Raghumani,
Secretary to Chief Minister
Ningthoujam Geoffrey, Officials
of Youth Affairs and Sports
Department and Water
Resources Department and
other sports persons also
attended the function.

RC book lost
I, the undersigned have lost my Registration Certificate
issued by the Department of Transport, Govt. of Manipur ,
for my vehicle bearing registration number MN0 1U 4727 in
between Kontha Ahallup Makha Leikai to Keirang area in
Imphal East on December 3, 2020.
Finders are requested to hand over it to the undersigned.
Sd/Wahengbam Ongbi Usharani Devi
Kontha Ahallup Makha Leikai, Imphal East
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