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CM graces MANITEX, Farm bills are in larger
interest of the farmers:
2020 at Nillakuthi
N. Biren Singh

IT News
Imphal, Dec 10:
The Manipur International
Textile Expo (MANITEX),
2020 was held at Urban Haat,
Nillakuthi, Imphal East with
Chief Minister Shri N. Biren
Singh as the chief guest. The
expo was toned down to only
one day this year due to
COVID-19 pandemic.
In his speech, the Chief
Minister said that as
womenfolk in Manipur often
supplement to the income of
their respective families, they
usually make significant
contribution
to
the
enhancement of the State’s
economy. As such, the
Government has been
distributing flying shuttle
looms to weavers every year
since 2018, the Chief Minister
said. He further said that the
Government not only provides
subsidy in yarn but also buy
all the finish products from
weavers so that they may not
face the problem of looking for
markets.Regarding COVID-19
pandemic, the Chief Minister
urged the public to take extra
care for themselves until

IT News
Imphal, December 10

COVID vaccine comes as the
number of fatalities is slowly
rising in the State as well.
People should never take the
preventive
measures
announced
by
the
Government for granted, he
added. N. Biren Singh further
informed that a Task Force has
been formed to identify the first
beneficiaries of COVID
vaccine.
Textile Minister Th. Biswajit
said that as per the National
Handloom Census Report,
2019-20, Manipur has 2.12 lakh
handloom weavers and 2.11
lakh looms. The State also has
2 lakh handicraft artisans.
Thus, Manipur has both

traditional and natural
potential for handloom,
handicrafts and textile skilled
workers, he added.
Education Minister S. Rajen,
Agriculture Minister O. Lukhoi,
Manipur Pollution Control Board
Chairman L. Radhakishore,
MANIDCO Chairman Dr.
Radheshyam Yumnam, MLAs
Shri P. Saratchandra and Shri S.
Indrajit and Manipur Handloom
and Handicrafts Development
Ltd. Chairman S. Achouba also
attended the function as
dignitaries.
The dignitaries distributed 2250
flying shuttle looms to weavers
of 16 districts of the State at the
function. Earlier, the Chief

Minister launched an ecommerce website having url:
paonamart.com. It is related to
Atmanirbhar
Bharat
announced by Prime Minister
Shri Narendra Modi on May 12
this year. Promotion of ecommerce was mentioned as
one of the major steps for the
revival of MSME sector under
Atmanirbhar Bharat.
The main objective of
organizing MANITEX is to
showcase the products of
handloom, handicrafts, dyeing
and printing, powerloom,
garment, embroidery, etc. in
larger scale with the
participation of different
countries and States.

Chief Minister N. Biren Singh
said that the three Farm Bills
namely the Farmer’s Produced
Trade and Commerce
(Promotion and Facilitation),
Bill 2020, The Farmers
(Empowerment
and
Protection) Agreement of Price
Assurance and Farm Services
Bill, 2020 and The Essential
Commodities (Amendment)
Bill, 2020 are in larger interest
of the farmers of our country
and the State Government is
strongly in support of the bills.
He said this while giving a
press briefing to media
persons today at the Chief
Minister’s Secretariat.
N. Biren Singh further said that
any role back in reforms and
development taken up by the
Government would mean to
support any vested interest
which, in future, would hinder
other reforms too. He further
expressed his views that fear
of commission agents to lose
their commission, rich farmers
taking the opportunity to get

a legal guarantee of lucrative
Minimum Support Price (MSP)
for their produce and the
farmers’ misconception that
the Government would scrap
the MSP must be the reason
for protest against the bills in
some parts of the Country.
The
Chief
Minister
maintained that Hon’ble Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modi
and Union Home Minister
Shri Amit Shah had repeatedly
given assurance to the farmers
that the Government had no
plans to end the Government
procurement system or the

MSP policy. Fortunately,
farmers of Manipur are in
support of the three Farm Bills
which were passed by the
Parliament in September this
year, he added.
He
also
stated
the
Government brought up the
bills to benefit the farmers as
farmers could directly take
orders and make purchases
with no commission agents
and middle men. He also
appealed to the farmer of the
Country not to support the
current agitation against the
three bills.
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COLONIAL HISTORY OF MANIPUR: NUPI LAN AND AFTERMATH

Future of the Manipuris
and the Meetei/Meitei
The Day After Tomorrow, a science fiction movie directed
and produced by Roland Emmerich which was based on the
book The Coming Global Superstorm by Art Bell and Whitley
Strieber, depicts a catastrophic climatic effects following the
disruption of the North Atlantic Ocean circulation in a series
of extreme weather events that usher in global cooling and
lead to a new ice age.
The Hollywood blockbuster which had successfully spread the
message about the deteriorating climatic condition is not the
concern of this writer, as the concept of the necessity of being
Humanism is also a message of the movie. This writing is a
speculation about the fate of the Indians particularly those
living in the North Eastern part of the country and Manipur.
Like the way that the earth freezes in the movie due to lack of
common sense and humanity to human kinds, we the people
of this region see sometime see a total disaster of our children
in the day after tomorrow. From being Manipuri, we have
become Meitei, Naga, Kuki, Meitei Pangal. The concept of
Manipuri is fading away slowly and the concept of Meitei, Naga,
Kuki, Meitei pangal etc. has already taken its shape.
This writing is not about the probable disaster that the
Human Being may face in the coming days depicted in the
Hollywood blockbuster movie, but this writing is about
forecasting the fate of our children of tomorrows.
After British left India 70 years back, India is yet to complete
to sort out a workable policy programme which would make all
the citizen – a sense of Indianess. The largest democracy which
constitutional expert always pointed out still seem to have
left out some provisions that would make all citizen felt that
we are Indian. The continuation of the programme and policy
that the British had adopted to rule the country making laws
in their own conveniences disregarding the tradition and
culture of the different ethnic community make the lower class
and middle class people felt that “ Are we a Free Citizen”.
70 years the rich keep on earning more, the powerful gets
more power , the farmers and lower class people continue to
sacrifice unable to bear the atrocities committed the ruling
regime. No matter the change of guard in the government
make no differences in the country as the system still continue
to exercise when it comes to the issue of lower class people.
In North Eastern part of the country which was merged to the
Indian Union people are treated better by the colonial British
ruled. Various acts which lawmakers and activist called
draconian law still impose to suppress the poor and harass
people in the name of building the nation stronger .
The longer rule by a specific political party make stronger
those who stood against their policy. And it was out of the anti
–incumbency that another political party comes up and hold
power in the center. All things expected did not happen. The
people face more alienation from the nation called India as
the rule and their policy incline more towards a specific majority
community. The government which is running the country is
no difference from those of the fascist authoritarian regime
of the 19 century.
The need of the hour is a collective move for a change India.
Untold stories of Adivasis have slowly come up in the limelight.
Story of how indigenous people are slowing absorbing by major
community is known by everyone. Quasi federal structure is
slowly becoming history with the present regime centralizing
all power. And the day after tomorrow may be an India
with only fascist Hindu without Muslim, Christian, and
Meitei. The logic for this speculation is that when the once
upon a time Manipuri started introducing them as Meetei/
Meitei, Naga , Kuki and Muslim, the pride of being Manipuri
of the erstwhile Asiatic nation, the community will become
meager which definitely meant that it will be surely
dependable and some critic or activist may come up to
take advantage by merging the identity with the majority
one.
This was witness in the state of Manipur. Due to wrong;
somewhere in the process of making the Manipur Nation,
we had seen the NSCN-IM accumulated all minor ethnic
community and formulated a Nation like character call NAGA.
Recent development in the Manipuri society is that the
Meetei/Meitei now started demanding to become Schedule
Tribe. This demand is coming up out of necessities and
more likely – a struggle for survival.
The Day After Tomorrow needs to be saved for the children
of tomorrow.
Letters, Feedback and Suggestions to ‘Imphal Times’
can be sent to our e-mail : imphaltimes@gmail.com. For advertisement
kindy contact: - 0385-3590330 (O). For time being readers can reach
the office at Cell Phone No. 9862860745 for any purpose.

Historical background: The credit
for preparing a set of proposals for
reforms in Manipur from the side of
the Darbar goes to a rather
impetuous Mr. MacDonald who
was President of that ineffectual
body upto 31.7. 1939. M r.
MacDonald’s temperament is best
illustrated by a Memo he sent to
Darbar members on 23-5-1939
(reproduced below).
But the fate of any sort of reform
depended upon the availability or
otherwise of additional resources
which is the circumstances could
not be had except by a reduction in
tie Maharaja’s Civil List. This the
Maha-raja was naturally most
reluctant to do. However, the
Maharaja outwardly expressed his
reservations about reforms either by
blaming the ‘younger generation’ in
the Darbar or by referring to the
proposed Indian Federa-tion. The
Political Agent also felt that what
was needed in Manipur was an
imp rovem ent in the general
standard of Administration, not
the consti-tutional reforms.
The people of Manipur however
did not wait for the much-talkedabout reforms. The long feudal
colonial exploitation needed only
a spark to explode, and it exploded
with the Nupi Lan . Though
spearheaded in the beginning by
women, the upheaval gradually
became a well-organized poli-tical
movement of mass civil
disobedience under the leadership
of Mr. Hijam Irabot who had earlier
resigned from the opportunist
Nikhil Manipuri Mahasobha and
formed the militant Praja Sanmilani.
The Administr a-tion wa s a
helpless spectator to this eruption
of the suppressed energy of an
exploited people.
Mem o No . 416 6-11 G da ted
23.5.1939 from Mr. MacDonald
to all Darbar Members
In discussing a vitally important
official matter, I thought it my duty
(that is to s ay my duty to
Manipur, not to you personally)
to say that I had not yet met a
single M anipu ri w ho could
efficiently perform the functions
of an Ind ian E xtra Assistant
Commissioner.
In reply to this, after s ome
aspersions on my predecessors,
most of whom are able men who
have worked extremely hard for the
welfare of your country, you make
the following comment on myself:
“Last but not the least we should
say that it is still d oubt ful
whe-ther Mr. MacD onald’s
administrative experi-ence and
reliability en-title him to pass such
a sweeping remark against the
whole vocal Mani-pur. The young
civil-ian
Pre side nts
must
un-derstand that it is the power
conferred upon them by the rules
and the backings which make
them competent to be the guide of
Manipur State administration, but
not his knowledge and capacity.”
The noto rious phi losop her
Kaunhai tells the following tale:
Once upon a time there was a man
who was very forgetful;
som etimes he would beg his
friends to come to help him in some
work and forget to be present at
the appointed time himself;
sometimes he would even bury his
money and forget where he had
bur ied it; and one
day,
when the Prince was coming to
visit his village, he was going out
to watch the reception, but had
for-gotten to put on his dhuti.
Now this man had a servant, a
hideous cross-eyed bandy-legged
fellow. And when the servant saw

his master going out half naked,
he said “Sir, forgive me for saying
such a thing, but you are not
wearing your dhuti.”
Hearing this, this man became
very angry. “What !” he shouted
“Is my appearance to be criticised
by a hideous, cross-eyed, bandylegged fellow like you ? Get back
to your sweeping 1” And, after
striking the servant with his stick,
he swaggered out into the street.
For in his anger he had forgotten
exactly what the servant had said.
So, when he reached the street,
the village boys gathered behind
him and mocked him and pelted
him with dirt . And when he
reached the reception place, there
was a great uproar, some laughing
and some jeer ing and s ome
abus-ing him for lowering the
dignity of the vill-age. And in the
end he w as hus tled off b y a
constable and locked up on a
charge of in-decent behavior.
The sting of this story ought to
be that the servant laughed too;
but I would not really laugh if you
ruined this State. I have loved it
much more sincerely than you
seem to be gene-rous enough to
believe.
Excerpts of a letter from the
Mah araja, who was then
camping at Tarapur, Silchar, to
Mr. Gimson on 20. 6. 1939.
I regret to see that there is no
agreement between the President
on one side and the rest of the
Darbar on the other. All the
members now serving on the
Darbar with the exception of the
J. M. are of younger generation.
If such state of affairs goes on, I
am afraid, the State may suffer in
the long run.
Letter from Mr. Gimson to the
Maharaja on 30.11. 1939.
I shall be grateful if you will let
me know whether you intend
to pass any order soon on the
proposals of the members of the
Darbar for reforms in Manipur.
Letter from the Maharaja who
was then camping at Manipur
Rajbari, Naba dwip , to Mr.
Gimson on 5.12 1939.
Your letter of 30.11.39 about the
re-forms in Manipur.
If a ny scheme of reform s be
introduced now, I fear, it may
req uire
amendments,
modifications and the like every
now and then to s uit the
chang-ing cond itions of the
State. I should, there-fore, like to
have the reforms introduced when
the administrative rules of the
State ar e set tled with the
inauguration of the proposed
Federation now in suspense.
Letter from the Maharaja to Mr.
Gim-son on 4. 2. 1940.
I shall be very thankful if you
kindly ascertain from the Govt.
who will be the Presi-dent of the
Manipur Council in case Coun-cil
system is introduced in Manipur.
What I want to know is whether
an I.C.S. will be the President or
any other elected or nominated
here.
Letter from Mr. Gimson to the
Maharaja on 4. 2.1940. With
reference to your letter of today
I d o not think that H.E. the
Governor will be able to express
an opi-nion unless a fairly
definite scheme is laid before him.
If the idea is to have a Legislative
Cou ncil, whether elected or
nominated, the Pre-sident of such
a body would not ordinarily
have any Executive func-tions,
such as the Pre-sident of the
Darbar now exercises, as he is in
charge ( for example ) of the

Finance & the Land Revenue
Dept. of the State. If you will
give me a more detailed about it
to H.E.
the
Governor ’s
Secretary. Any such plan will
have to go up to the Government
of India, & I do not expect that
they will commit themselves to an
opin-ion unless full details are
given.
Darbar Resolution No. 5 of 24.
1.1940
5. To consider sanc -tioning
employment of 10 t empor ary
Warders @ Rs. 8/- each for 6
months and one per-manent office
Chaprasi at Rs. 8/- with effect from
1. 12. 39 in the Jail Department
(Memo No. 220 Jail dated 21. 11. 39
from the Jail Member).
Sanctioned 10 tem-porary Warders
at Rs. 8/- each for 4 months from
1st February. Pay-ment will be paid
by reappropriation of Rs. 320 from
the head Manufacture to
Tem-porary establishment.
Dar bar Resolut ion N o. 11 of
24.1.1940 11. To consider Police
Member’s Memo No. 1124 C. P. of
18. 1. 40 regarding taking some
more extra temporary constables.
Sanctioned the ap-pointment of 61
tem-porary constables for 15 days
with effect from 14th January. P. M.
to arrange t he necess ary
appropriations.
Darbar Resolution No. 16 of 24.
1. 1940
16. To consider Memo No. 755
P. I-I dated ’24. 1. 40 from the P. S.
to H. H. forwarding copy of P. A.’s
letter dated 23. 1. 40 to H. H. and
that of H. H.s reply dated 23. 1. 40.
The Darbar has already expressed
its opinion in D. R. No. 12 of 10. 1.
40 and D. R. No. 8 of 17. 1. 40. The
Darbar sincerely regret that the
Assam authorities should be put
to any inconveni-ence but the
Darbar have no alternative but to
recommend a com-plete ban on
export to be enforced within the
minimum space of time.
Dar bar Resolut ion N o. 17 of
24.1.1940.
17. From recent events it has
been clearly shown that the State
Military Police are hopelessly illtrained and are useless for the
purpose for which Military Police
are intended. The Darbar deeply
regret that over a third lakh of
rupees has been annually spent on
a force which hasn’t in the past
and cannot at present justify its
existence. This state of affairs is
even more deplor-able in view of
the
pres ent
state
of
unr est in Manipur. At
any
time it might be neces-sary for the
P. M. to face situations in which

only a well-trained force under his
charge can be of any use.
The Darbar therefore resolve :
(1) that the State Mili-tary Police
should at the earliest pos-sible
time be taken over by P. M.
(2) that when H. H. has approved
of this re-solution P. M. should
then take immediate steps to make
the force fit for the job for which it
was intended and make it worthy
of the name of Military Police.
The Darbar feel con-fident that
when this resolution is put into
effect the State Military Police can
be made into a force of which
Manipur will be justly proud.
If this resolution is not approved
by His Highness then the Dar-bar
will have no alter-native but [to
greatly strengthen the Civil Police
force and put an additional drain
on the already pitiable re-sources
of the State.
His
Highness
is
re- ques ted t o pas s
early
orders on this resolution.
Darbar Resolution No. 18 of 24.
1. 1940
18. To consider a report of H. H.’s
spe ech
in
the Manipuri
Matam dated 18. 1. 40 under the
heading:“ Maharaja amasung parja nupi
sing | and Maharaja amasung parja
sanmee | Reform”
The Darbar request His Highness
to infor m the m whether the
re-ports are true reports of His
Highness’s de-clarations.
Mem o No. 899 P I -I dated
Imphal, the 20th$ February, 1940
from the Maharaja to the Darbar.
I have gone through the
proceedings of a meeting of the
Mani-pur State Darbar held on the
24th January, 1940 and approved
of all resolutions except D. R. No,
17.
D. R. No. 17-The Civil Police force
may be increased temporari-ly
when necessity arises for it as is
now at present.
As regards D. R. No. 18, the
articles re-fe rred to in the
reso-lution contain some false
statements and some of which
were pointed out in my Memo
No.
786
P.
I- I
dt .
27. 1.40 addressed to the Darbar
M. S. I , clearly
infor med
Tom pok Singh of the P r aja
Sanmilani of my views about the
intro-duction of Reforms when
I saw him on 16. 1. 40. I told the
women to do market-ing as usual and
remain peacefully and that the
question of redressing the
grievances will be considered later.
It was a false statement that I would
reduce the water tax.

Statement showing the actual -Expenditure for the year 1939-40.
1. Administration
2.
Land Revenue
3.
Foreigner’s Revenue 4.
Forest
5.
Law and Justice
6.
Maharajah’s Civil List 7.
State Works
8.
Military Police
9.
Civil Police
10. Jail
11. Medical
12. Education
13. Property in British India, 14. Payment
15. Registration
16. Veterinary
17. State Press
18. Pension and Gratuity 19. Arts and Crafts
20. Advance
Grand Total of state Budget head Rs 8,14,870-2-0

Rs. 72,730- 9-11
Rs. 59,935- 8- 2
Rs. 4,014-10- 3
Rs. 14,365-14- 4
Rs. 21,074-10- 6
Rs. 1,43,371- 3- 2
Rs. 2,10,348- 9-10
Rs. 34,796- 6- 6
Rs. 27,295- 8- 4
Rs. 19,208- 2- 5
Rs. 37,267- 8- 0
Rs. 58,499- 5- 2
Rs. 2,514-14- 0
Rs. 56,202- 0- 0
Rs. 4,643- 7- 6
Rs. 5,149-15- 0
Rs. 5,155-11- 0
Rs. 18,398,- 2- 0
Rs.14,271-15-11
Rs.4,636 0 0

This article was first published in the weekly journal “Ressistence”
in late 70s. Imphal Times reproduced this in the interest of our reaers
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Modi, Shah may know how to win polls. But
here’s why they still need Rajnath and Gadkari
By - Ruhi Tewari
Courtesy – The Print
Narendra Modi and Amit Shah
know how to win elections.
But politics is as much about
electoral battles as the art of
governance — a craft they are
yet to master. Which is why
even this formidable duo
cannot do without two of their
most seasoned and grounded
hands — Union Ministers
Rajnath Singh and Nitin
Gadkari, especially when a
crisis is at their doorstep. The
farmers’ protest is set to enter
its third week and looks far
from getting resolved even
after multiple rounds of
negotiations between the
Modi government and
farmers’ representatives.
There are a multitude of
factors that make Rajnath and
Gadkari near-indispensable to
the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) government at the
Centre, a fact both the prime
minister and the home minister
are well aware of. Rajnath and
Gadkari bring the bulk of
experience to the National
Democratic Alliance (NDA)
government’s poor benchstrength — they are seasoned,
grounded, have a deep
understanding of politics, are
doers and at the same time
amiable and respected across
the political spectrum.
Importantly, contrary to the
rumour mill, the two are in no
position to, or perhaps even
keen to, stage any sort of a
‘coup’ against Modi or Shah,
thus bringing in no danger of
instability.
Rajanth Singh, though
defence minister, has been
roped in to manage the
farmers’ crisis, and is now
playing a key role in handling
it
along
with
Agricultu re Minis ter
Narendra Singh Tomar. This
isn’t the first time Singh has
stepped in to help the ModiShah duo during an
administrative low.
Road
Transport
and
Highways Minister Nitin
Gadkari, meanwhile, is a man
for all seasons and reasons.

He, perhaps, is the only
minister in the Union cabinet
with as much domain expertise
as political acumen and the
ability to charm even the
critics. His powers may have
been clipped in the ministry
but he is still politically
indispensable.
Why Modi-Shah is not
enough
That Narendra Modi and Amit
Shah know their politics, their
elections and their ability to
appeal to the Indian voter is
now a fact universally
acknowledged. They have
sailed their way through in
elections, nationally as well as
in states.
What they are yet to grasp
fully — despite their long
Gujarat stint — is the craft of
governance. In a democracy,
sustaining one’s grip on power
requires negotiating, reaching
out and giving your rivals and
critics the confidence of
sitting across the table to talk
to you.
Modi and Shah, however, are
polarising figures. The ability
to reach out to and pacify
adversaries is hardly their
forte. Most critics and rivals
don’t find it palatable to sit
across the table to iron out the
differences with them. Policy
making, implementation and
managing the consequences
of tough decisions are key to
remaining in government. But
Modi and Shah are way too
political and focussed on what

may yield them electoral
dividends to manage all
aspects alone, and efficiently.
Narendra Modi is loved by his
voters. Having covered
elections widely since Modi
burst onto the national scene
in 2013, I can vouch for the
fact that he can pull off a lot of
gaffes. Demonetisation, for
instance. But the raging farmer
protests show why the ‘Modi
is enough’ mantra cannot and
will not work always.
The list of issues where the
Modi government and the
opposition parties haven’t
seen eye to eye is long —
abrogation of Article 370, the
Triple Talaq law, the
Citizenship Amendment Act,
the constant tussle over the
implementation of Goods and
Services Tax, the handling of
Chinese aggression along the
Line of Actual Control and the
bickering about Covid
management. Disagreements
are one thing, but having
acrimonious equations quite
another. Modi and Shah don’t
believe in talking to those who
don’t agree with them, and
due to this approach, the
Opposition and other critics
have also decided that
engaging with them isn’t an
option.
What, therefore, is needed is
a team of seasoned politicians
with acceptability across party
lines, who can fill in during
such extreme situations.
Besides crisis and criticism

management,
what
a
government also needs to
focus on is the ‘doing’. It
needs to have ministers who
understand domains and are
efficient to get things done.
Just Narendra Modi and Amit
Shah can neither have the
bandwidth nor the knowledge
to manage every aspect of
governance. But given its
underwhelming
human
resource pool even that is a
serious challenge for the
present-day BJP.
Why Rajnath
The farmers are angry over the
three new farm laws, and the
politics of the issue has added
just the dollop of fuel the fire
needed. Struggling to douse
the fire, Modi-Shah have
turned to Rajnath — a farmers’
leader, especially because
Tomar is a relative political
lightweight. In fact, Rajnath
has been working in the
shadows, helping chalk out
the government’s strategy
to mollify the protest ing
farmers. As early as October,
Rajnath had flaunted his
‘kis an ka beta‘ side,
ass uring farme rs their
interests won’t be hurt.
This isn’t the first t ime
Rajnath Singh has stepped
in. When the O pposition
was gunning for the
government over the IndiaChina standoff in Ladakh,
especially after PM Modi’s
confusing statement on the
issue, it was Rajnath’s calm,

measured yet firm statement
in both Houses of Parliament
that managed to pacify the
political rivals and put forth
the government’s cohesive
stand.
Singh has served as a
peacemaker with opponents
and allies alike. This makes
him a must-have in the Modi
government.
And why Gadkari?
Rajnath’s cabinet colleague
Nitin Gadkari, known as the
‘Highways Man’ for his work
in Maharashtra, is of the
same breed — congenial,
politically shrewd, competent
and with the innate ability to
speak his mind, but without
making enemies. Both
Rajnath and Gadkari are
hardcore RSS men, and sit
deep into the Sangh
ecosystem.
Gadkari has among the most
crucial portfolios in this
government — MSME, and
roads and highways. Modi
and
Shah
need
implementers, those who are
able to cut the red tape. At
the heart of Modi’s politics
is vikas with infrastructure
development being a key
aspect. No surprise then that
despite not being thick as
thieves, Modi has invested
his faith in Nitin Gadkari.
Recall the recent, unabashed
dressing down Gadkari gave
to officials of the National
Highways Authority of India
(NH AI), targe ting the
bureaucracy’s slow pace of
work, and you will know why
for a man like Narendra
Mod i,
who
calls
himself kaamdar and takes
pride in doing work, this
minister is crucial.
Mod i and Shah may not
consider Singh and Gadkari
to be in their absolute inner
trusted circuit, but they know they
have no one else to fall back on.
Arun Jaitley was one such asset.
But after him, this government is
left with not many options who
can act as troubleshooters. The
two former BJP presidents,
therefore, may remain more in the
shadows but are critical to the
functioning of Modi 2.0.

CDSCO seeks more
data on COVID-19
vaccine from SII,
Bharat Biotech
By Raju Vernekar
New Delhi, Dec 10:
An expert committee of the
Central Drugs Standard Control
Organisation (CDSCO) on
Wednesday sought additional
safety and efficacy data for
COVID-19 vaccine candidates of
Serum Institute of India (SII) and
Bharat Biotech, after deliberating
upon their applications seeking
emergency use authorisation for
the shots.
While considering Pune based
SII’s application, the committee,
has asked for updated safety
data of phase-II and phase-III
clinical trials in the country,
immunogenicity data from the
clinical trial in the UK and India,
along with the outcome of the
assessment of the UK Medicines
and Healthcare products
Regulatory Agency (MHRA),
sources said.
As for Hyderabad based Bharat
Biotech, the SEC recommended
that the firm should present the
safety and efficacy data from the
ongoing phase-III clinical trial in
the country for further
consideration. The application by
the Indian arm of US
pharmaceutical firm Pfizer was not
taken up for deliberation on
Wednesday as the firm sought
more time to make presentation
before the committee.
Bharat Biotech had applied to the
Drugs Controller General of India
(DCGI) for emergency use
authorisation for its indigenously
developed COVID-19 vaccine
“Covaxin” on 07 December, while
SII sought the nod for the Oxford
COVID-19 vaccine, “Covishield”,
on 06 December. Pfizer had
applied for emergency use
authorisation for its vaccine on
04 December.
In related development, 64
envoys visited COVID-19
vaccine facility at Bharat Biotech
on Wednesday. Bharat Biotech
said in a statement that the
envoys appreciated its work of
national and global public health
significance, through several
months to establish a long-

A sizable pay hike for seafarers despite pandemic
By Raju Vernekar
Mumbai, Dec 10:
Despite reduction in trade due
to COVID-19 induced
prolonged lock down, the
National Union of Seafarers of
India (NUSI) has ensured
nearly 40 per cent pay hike to
over 50,000 seafarers serving
on Indian flag ships including
foreign going vessels, coastal
ships, off shore vessels and
harbour tugs.
The 47th National Maritime
Board (India) (NMBI) salary
agreement was signed by
Abdulgani Y. Serang, Chair,
NMBI & General Secretarycum-Treasurer of NUSI,
Milind V. Kandalgaonkar,
Secretary, Assistant General
Secretary, NUSI and Capt. Shiv
Halbe, Secretary, Ship Owners’
Association and CEO,
Maritime Association of Ship
owners, Ship managers and
Agents(
MASSA)
on
Tuesday.
The tenure of the agreement
will be from 1st April, 2019 till
31st December, 2023. The pay
hike will be effective for the
calendar year 1st January to
31st December.

Initially the ship owners did
not want to give any increase
in the wages and in fact
wanted reduction in existing
salary in the home trade
(coastal shipping) and
offshore vessels on the
ground that they suffered
losses due to corona
pandemic. But NUSI strongly
defended the interests of the
seafarers and opposed salary
reduction and insisted upon
salary hike.
As per the agreement some of
the allowances will be merged
with salary since due to many
allowances, some of the
companies were cheating our
seafarers and were not giving
all the allowances to them.
The intention of merging
allowances with salary is to
make easy for seafarers to
keep track of their actual
entitlements, NUSI Assistant
General Secretary Milind V.
Kandalgaonkar said.
Salary hike
The seafarers working on
foreign going vessels: An
overall increase over 40
percent for Ratings and over
30 percent hike for Petty
Officers in the basic wage for

the next three years. The
arrears for 21 months ( from
1st April, 2019 till 31st
December, 2020) will be paid
to them. The seafarers in home
trade (coastal shipping) : An
overall increase of nearly 20
percent for the Ratings and
Petty Officers in the basic
wage for the next three years.
They will be entitled to arrears
for the period 1st April, 2019
tol 31st December, 2020).
The seafarers attached to off
shore vessels : In this category
there will be moratorium from
1st April 2019 to December,
2020. However effective 1st
January, 2021, there will be an

overall increase of over 10
percent for the Ratings and
over 7 per cent for Petty
Officers in the basic wage for
the next three years. Besides
there will be an increase in
leave for the Off-Period from
75 days to 77 days effective
from 1st January, 2021 for the
Ratings...
The seafarers working on
harbour tugs: A 10 percent
increase in the overall salary
for the period 1st January,
2021 till 31st December, 2022
for the seafarers working
exclusive on harbour tugs.
There will be a cumulative
increase of 5 percent in the

salary for the period 1st
January, 2023 till 31st
December, 2023. (This
category is being covered
under the NMBI agreement for
the first time).
Other benefits
Other benefits with effect from
1st January, 2021: For
RatingsDeath
compensation-Rs. 22 lakh
(earlier Rs.18 lakh), Disability
compensation-Rs.25 lakh
(earlier Rs. 22 lakh), For Petty
Officers—
Death
compensation-Rs.24
lakh(earlier Rs 23 lakh),
Disability compensation-Rs 28
lakh(earlier Rs. 27 lakh).
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Additional Death and
Disability compensation for
working on ships carrying
Radioactive Cargo on boardFor Ratings-Rs. 3 lakh, For
Petty officers- Rs. 4 lakh.
Piracy watch allowance—The
seafarers injured during piracy
watch-Rs. 50,000/-..Besides
Rs.80,000/-allowance for loss
of personal effects.
Terms
All the seafarers discharged
on medical grounds (death
and permanent unfitness),
while they are taking treatment
at company expense will be
compensated under the Death
and Disability Clause.
Besides, the companies will reemploy seafarers who have
sailed with them earlier based
on their appraisal reports.
They companies will organise
training courses to enhance
the skills of the seafarers. The
companies
will
have
counselling infrastructures for
the wellbeing of the seafarers’
mental health. There will be no
discrimination
in
the
entitlements of seafarers on
the basis of culture, race,
caste, creed, religion and
region.

lasting efficacious vaccine to
combat the extraordinary Covid19 pandemic.
The delegation was led by the
Union Ministry of ExternalAffairs
comprising high commissioners
and government representatives
from Asia, Africa, Europe, North
America, South America, and
Oceania. The high-level
contingent of envoys was divided
into two batches and taken to
Bharat Biotech Ltd and Biological
E Limited in turns.
Bharat Biotech CMD Dr Krishna
Yella briefed the delegation about
the
company’s
vaccine
development programme, in
collaboration with the Indian
Council of Medical Research
(ICMR) and National Institute of
Virology (NIV).
The world is looking up to India
in the fight against the Covid-19
pandemic as the development
and clinical evaluation of
“Covaxin” marks a significant
milestone for novel vaccinology
in the country, Joint Managing
Director of Bharat Biotech
Suchitra Ella, said while
addressing a team of 64
ambassadors
and
high
commissioners, who visited the
Bharat Biotech facility at Genome
Valley, Hyderabad to learn more
about their work to establish a
safe and efficacious vaccine
against COVID-19. “Covaxin” has
garnered interest from several
countries worldwide for supplies
and introduction and it is an
honour to have with us the
distinguished envoys, she
added.

Polling
concludes
peacefully for
fifth phase of
DDC elections
in J&K

Agency
Srinagar, Dec 10:
Polling for the fifth phase of
District Development Council
(DDC) elections in Jammu and
Kashmir,
concluded
smoothly at 2 PM. In the first
four hours of polling which
began at 7 AM, over 26
percent polling was recorded
across Jammu and Kashmir
divisions. The poll percentage
in
twenty
Jammu
constituencies was 35.59 and
in seventeen Kashmir valley
conservatives it was 16.22 at
11AM.
Voting took place for 37 seats
in this phase. Out of 37
constituencies, 17 are in
Kashmir division and 20 in
Jammu
division.
155
candidates including 30
women are in the fray for 17
seats in Kashmir division. In
Jammu
division,
144
candidates including 40
women are in the fray for 20
seats. So far polling has been
held
in
190
DDC
constituencies. Polling will be
held in three phases in the
remaining 90 constituencies.
The counting will take place
on December 22.
Bypolls for 58 vacant seats of
Sarpanch and 218 Panchs
also took place today. In view
of the Corona pandemic,
adequate arrangements were
made to ensure safety of all
stakeholders including voters.
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Malemkhomba Salam
appointed social media
co-ordinator of MPCC
IT NEWS
Imphal, Dec 10:
The All India Congress
Committee has approved the
appointment
of
Malemkhomba Salam as the
State Co-ordinator in the
Social Media Department of
Manipur Pradesh Congress
Committee with immediate
effect.
The General Secretary of AICC
K.C Vengoupal MP issued a
press release yesterday
regarding the approval of the
appointment of 25 State
Chairmen and State Co-

ordinators of 10 states namely
Andhra Pradesh, Assam,
Chandigarh, Goa, Gujarat,
Himachal Pradesh, Jharkhand,
Manipur, Mumbai and
Nagaland.
Malemkhomba Salam from
Hiyanglam
Assembly
constituency has been

serving as State Co-ordinator
of the Social Media
Department of MPCC since
2018. Formerly, he was
Secretary (Administrator) of
Manipur Pradesh Youth
Congress
Committee,
Secretary of LokSabha(Outer)
Youth Congress Committee,
State Co-ordinator of Social
Media Department of MPCC
for two terms. He was a
member
of
Publicity
Committee, MPCC for the
LokSabha Election 2019. He is
at present a member of
Publicity Committee, MPCC
appointed on October 4,2020.

District level Police training on HT
and child protection held in Noney
and Kangkhopi
IT News
Imphal, Dec. 10:
FXB India Suraksha in
association with Heuristic and
Enhanced Action for Life
(HEAL) and district Police of
Noney and Kangpokpi
organized a one day training
programme on 8 th and 9 th
December, 2020 in both the
districts respectively. The
training programme was on
strengthening
Police
responses in handling cases of
Human Trafficking and child
protection systems.The main
objective of the programme
was to train the Police officers
on the existing laws and
strengthening
their
mechanisms to ensure
protection and safety of the
children as well combating
trafficking of persons. A total
of 28 and 34 Police officers
participated during the training
programme in Noney and
Kangpokpi respectively.
The
programme
was
conducted as part of project
Mukti-an Anti Trafficking
initiative to combat human
trafficking and child sexual
abuse in Manipur implemented
with the support of ECPAT
Luxembourg.
Mr. A Wungreiso Shangh,

Project Officer, FXB India
Suraksha, Ukhrul and Mr. Sunil
Khoinaijam Meitei, Project
Officer, Imphal were resource
persons for both the
programmes.Mr. Samir (MPS),
Addl. Superintendent of
Police, Noney and Mr. L Misao
(MPS), Addl. Superintendent
of Police, Kangpokpi were the
chief guests of the respective
programmes.
Mr. A Wungreiso Shangh
spoke about the provisions
and role of police as mentioned
in the rulesof Juvenile Justice
(Care and Protection of
Children) Act, 2015 and
Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences Act, 2012. He
also discussed about various
crime against children specially
child sexual abuse at length
during both the training
programmes. Mr. Sunil
Khoinaijam Meitei spoke about
various concepts related to
human trafficking. He apart
from discussing sections
especially section 370 of the
Indian Penal Code that defines
trafficking in persons also
spoke about the steps to be
taken to combat the organized
crime.
The training also involved
screening of short movies
related to the training topics for

better understanding of the
participants. Also, a pre and
post tests were conducted to
assess the knowledge of the
police officers on the training
topics.
In his concluding speech Mr.
Samir
(MPS),
Addl.
Superintendent of Police,
Noney stressed upon the need
of such training for enhancing
knowledge as well as building
their capacities. He said, “This
kind of training is needed every
half yearly, is very relevant as
Noney is located in the
National highway and is very
vulnerable to organized form of
crimes.” Having similar
thoughts, Mr. L Misao (MPS),
Addl. Superintendent of
Police, Kangpokpi shared,
“This is a learning experience
and reminder for all the police
official, looking forward to
more such programmes in the
future.”
FXB India Suraksha has been
implementing Project Mukti
since 2015 and at present is
implementing Phase II of the
project. Till date the project has
been able to train around 500
law enforcement agencies. A
series of such training
programs are planned to take
place in other districts of
Manipur.

RAT for
patient
attendant to
charge Rs.
100/- at RIMS
IT News
Imphal, Dec. 10:
Attendance of patient will be
charge Rs. 100/- for
conducting Rapid Antigen
Test (RAT) at RIMS . A
statement of the medical
Superintendent of RIMS H
Priyosakhi said in a
statement. It said that the
decision to charge RAT test
for Covid -19 for the
attendance of the patient has
been decided as a part of
Covid -19 Management. It
however said that those
having BPL card, CMHT and
PM-JAY will be exempted .
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PPFA demands recognition to
Radhanath Sikder
IT Correspondent
Guwahati, Dec 10:
Patriotic People’s Front Assam
(PPFA), while joining in the
deliberations relating to the
revised height of Mount
Everest (at 8848.86 meter above
the sea level), urges the Union
government in New Delhi to
officially recognize Indian
genius Radhanath Sikder, who
was the first person to
measure the height of ‘Peak
XV’/
‘Sagarmatha’/
‘Chomolungma’/ ‘Deodungha’
helping it to get the status of
world’s highest peak.
The Bengali mathematician
with extra ordinary brilliance,
who was an employee of the
Survey of India, calculated the

height of snow-capped peak
of the youngest mountain
ranges (till then it was not
named after Sir George
Everest, the former Surveyor
General of India) with the
complex theories of spherical
trigonometry.
Sikder
recorded height of the peak,
located in Sagarmatha
National Park of Nepal
bordering Tibet, as 8839
meter in 1852.
Born in 1813 at Sikderpara of
Kolkata, the brilliant human
calculator belonged to the
Young Bengal movement and
he was one of the first two
Indians to go through
Newton’s Principia (other one
is Rajnarayan Basak). Sikder
was promoted as the Survey

of India’s chief computer in
1851 (then the present series
of computers was not
invented). He died in Kolkata
on 17 May 1870.
“We believe it is time to
recognize Radhanath Sikder
for his unique contributions
by naming the highest peak
after him. But for various
reasons, if renaming of Mount
Everest will be difficult, we can
raise
voices for naming the ‘South
Summit’, the second-highest
point on the Everest massif
(8,749 meter) after Radhanath
Sikder,” said a PPFA statement
adding that New Delhi should
purse with the governments of
Nepal and Tibet (China) for
the same.

Career Guidance

“ Face Examinations Without Fear”

By Vijay GarG
If you are a student and are
restless and nervous about
the Board examinations, you
are probably overcome with
anxiety and fear. You find it
almost impossible to
concentrate, worrying that
you might forget whatever
you have studied so far. In a
booklet titled Letter to a
Student,
Swami
Purushottamananda
discusses the crucial
problem of examination fear.
He says fear of exams is the
biggest enemy of students.
Under its stress, some even
fall physically ill. The word
‘’examination fever’’ has
been coined in this context.
Even students who have put
in long hours of study
become nervous at the time
of exams. So, the Swami
says, don’’t lose heart, you
can definitely gain control of
the situation. To get out of

the fear psychosis, Swami
Purushottamananda requests
students to ask themselves
what they would gain by
feeling afraid. For, fear brings
sickness. But by being bold
and brave, even an average
student can do reasonably
well in exams. But if a student
shelters fear, it will deprive his
mind and body of strength.
“The only results can be this:
You will ‘’forget’’ all that you
have studied while writing the
exam. It is this fear that makes
you write confused answers”.
He says, “Root out the fear
complex lurking in your mind
by combining self-confidence
with disciplined study; have
faith in your own strength and
faith in your studies... The
strong conviction that you
would write the exams well,
with a calm mind, is selfconfidence. If you can
develop this, fear vanishes
and enthusiasm springs up in
its place”.
Students can draw inspiration
from the encouraging words
of Swami Vivekananda, who
had great faith in the power of
faith. He exhorted the youth
to first have faith in
themselves. He said: “The
history of the world is the
history of a few men who had

faith in themselves. That faith
calls out the divinity within.
You can do anything. You fail
only when you do not strive
sufficiently to manifest infinite
power”.
On
different
occasions
Swamiji
emphasised that “whatever
you think, that you will be. If
you think yourselves weak,
weak you will be; if you think
yourselves strong, strong you
will be”. He would say: “Never
say, ‘’I cannot’’, for you are
infinite. Even time and space
are as nothing compared with
your nature. You can do
anything and everything, you
are Almighty”.
Vivekananda’’s prescription
for success is: “To succeed,
you must have tremendous
perseverance, tremendous
will. ‘’I will drink the ocean’’,
says the persevering soul, ‘’at
my will, mountains will
crumble up’’. Have that sort
of energy, that sort of will;
work hard, and you will reach
the goal...”. He further said: “If
there is one word that you find
from the Upa-nishads,
bursting like a bomb-shell
upon masses of ignorance, it
is the word fearlessness....
Strength is life; weakness is
death. Strength is felicity, life
eternal, immortal; weakness is

cons-tant
strain
and
misery...”.
For students who cultivate
fearlessness, and who face
the exams boldly, success is
waiting round the corner.
True,
sometimes,
unfortunately, even the most
hardworking and dedicated
of students find that the
results are not good.
However, even in the worstcase scenario of failure you
should not think that it is the
end of the world. Swami
Vivekananda has taught that
there is success and failure
in every work. In fact, failures
make us even wiser.
Constant practice makes one
perfect, so no one should
lose heart in the process of
trying.
For “tomorrow is another
day” with fresh hopes and
opportunities, and you
should look forward to
taking up new challenges
and responsibilities.
******The writer is a
Retd. Principal of
Government Girls Sen Sec
school MHR Malout
Punjab. He can be
contacted at E- Mail
vkmalout@gmail.com or
Whatapp9465682110

CONDOLENCE

Team Imphal Times condoles the untimely demise
of Md. Mufiz Ali Laskar, father of Imphal Times
Correspondent (Jiribam) Md Nahin Laskar.
Late Md. Mufiz Ali Laskar was born on 1943 at
Berabak village of Cachar, Assam. At the age of 23,
he had came to Jiribam and settled their as a neutral
citizen. From 1970 he actively took part in Congress
party under the Jiribam Block Congress Committee.
Since then he continuously served for the party till his
last breathe.
He left for heavenly abode on 7th December 20 at
9:17 pm at the age of 77 years due to his prolonged
illness. He is survived by his wife, two daughters and
two Sons.
Team Imphal Times share the pains of our
Correspondent’s family.
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