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Union Health Minister assures to
enhance medical institutions of the state
I T News
Imphal, Sept 14
Unio n Health an d Family
Min ister Harsh Vard han
assured that the ministry will
discuss all the proposals to
enhance medical institutions
and to make Air ambulance
functional at the earliest.This
w as stated tod ay on th e
sid elines o f th e 48th
Foundation Day & Graduation
ceremo ny o f RIMS at the
Jub ilee Hall o f th e said
institution.
Responding to poser made by
media persons he said that the
proposals made by the CM
such as to upgrade the medical
institution s, to hav e a
standard hospital like AIMS
and to start the air Ambulance
service at the earliest.
In th e past five years, Dr.
Harsh Vardhan said, the North
East region has w itn essed
phenomenal developmental
changes under Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. He said that
PM Modi has a vision to make
the facilities available in the
region not less than that of
other parts of the country.
Ear lier, speak ing at th e

‘There is a
need for
improvement
of efficiency
of the justice
system’
AIR
New Delhi, Sept 14
Expressing concern over
the heavy pendency of
cases in various courts
in th e co u n tr y, Vice
Pr esiden t M Ven kaiah
Naid u h as said th at
th er e is a n eed f o r
imp r o v e men t
of
efficiency of the justice
system.
Sp eak in g
af ter
lau n c h in g th e b o o k
‘Ret h in k in g
Go o d
Governance’, authored
by former Comptroller
Auditor General (CAG),
Vinod Rai, Mr Naidu also
called for the expansion
of Supreme Court and
th e e stab lish me n t o f
mo r e
b en ch es
in
d if feren t parts o f th e
country.
Pointing that a number
o f civ il an d cr imin al
cases
have
b een
p en d in g f o r o v er 25
years, the Vice President
said th at ther e w as a
need for division of the
Su preme Co urt into a
Co nstitu tio n Ben ch at
Delh i an d Cassatio n
benches in four regions
- Delh i, C h en n ai o r
Hyderabad, Kolkata and
Mumbai, as suggested
by the Law Commission.
The Vice President has
asked political parties to
adopt a code of conduct
for their legislators and
co n tr ib u te
to
po licymaking th rou gh
informed decisions.

function as the chief guest, Dr.
Harsh Vardhan opined that
quality of a good doctor is
determined by h is man ner
showed to patients. Doctors
should never adopt a casual
approach but work with great
precision and f ocus while
giving treatment to patients
because people are looking at
them with great hopes, he
observed.
On the other hand, being a
d octor th ey sh o uld f eel
blessed and privileged as it is
one of the most sought after
and respected professions,
and added that they should
also r ecipr o cate it to th e
society
by
r en der in g
dedicated service with great
sincerity.
The Minister continued that
RIMS has been ranked at 28th
position in Medical category
in All India Rankings 2019, and
this was possible due to the
dedicated hard work of the
teacher s, students, doctors
and medical, para-medical and
n on - med ical staff of th e
institution
Speaking at the occasion as
the functional president, Chief
Min ister N. Bir en Singh
sought Dr. Harsh Vardhan’s
inter v en tio n in the early
commen cemen t o f Air
Amb ulance Ser v ice w ith
RIMS as one of the centres.
He said that b ein g a
topographically difficult State,
Manipur requires the service
at the ear liest. He f ur th er
remin ded that the DoNER
Min istry
had
alr ead y
sanctioned Rs. 25 crore to start
the service.

To meet quality healthcare
needs of the people of the
State, the Chief Minister also
urged the Union Minister to
upgrade RIMS to the status
of AII MS. He also sought
Cen tral
Gov ern men t’s
assistance in settin g u p
an oth er State-r un med ical
college an d o pen in g a
Neu ro sur ger y Un it an d
Stroke-Care Centre at JNIMS.
Stating that Manipur is a poor
State, the Chief Minister also
requested Dr. Harsh Vardhan
to extend help in setting up a
Cancer Hospital in the State
as well. Recalling the several
milesto nes that h ad b een
achieved in the last two and
h alf years o f the BJP- led
Government in the State in the
health sector CM N. Biren
stated that 74,121 families
have b een enr olled u nd er
Chief Minister-gi Hakshelgi
Ten gbang (CMHT), out of
which 14,568 have benefited
from the scheme involving a
total amount of Rs. 20.74 crore.
So far, 5,907 p atients had
benefitted under the scheme
at RIMS involving a total claim
of Rs. 933.48 lakh, he added.
At p resen t, six p riv ate
hospitals are also implementing
CMHT, Shri Biren said adding
that efforts are underway to
empanel hospitals outside the
State for implementing the
scheme for the benefit of people
from the State.
2,144 claims have been made
u nd er PMJAY- Ayu sh man
Bharat at RIMS, involving a
total claim of Rs. 3.80 crore, he
said. Till date enrolment for
1,58,421 families in the state

have been approved, out of
which 5,777 have benefitted
involving a total claim amount
of Rs. 10.86 crore, the Chief
Min ister
said.
Th e
Gov er n ment
had
also
lau n ch ed
20
Mo b ile
laboratories to enable people
in interior villages to access
healthcare in their own homes
apar t f ro m d ep loying ten
adv an ced life su pp or t
ambulances, N. Biren said. 244
doctors had been recruited
through the Manipur Public
Service Commission. Generic
medicines are made available
in 26 health institutions. Two
50 bedded District Hospitals
in Chandel and Tamenglong
have been commissioned, he
added. The Chief Minister
further said that establishment
of eight new district hospitals
h ad b een ap pr ov ed. 53
d iagn ostic tests ar e bein g
done free of cost while free
d ialysis f or BPL is also
available at JNIMS. A dental
college was also established
in JNIMS, the Chief Minister
said . Later a Gov ern o r ’s
Council Meeting was also held
chaired by the Union Health
and Family Minister Harsh
Vardhan. This was the first
council meeting to be held at
Imphal. MP Dr. R.K. Ranjan,
Union Health Secretary Preeti
Sudan, RIMS Director Prof. A.
Santa Singh, RIMS Medical
Sup erin ten dent Pr o f. Ch .
Aru n ku mar,
Dean
(Academics) A. Rogen, Prof.
Th. Sudhirchandra of Surgery
Dep ar tmen t an d Retired
Pro f esso r Dr. Y. Ib o to n
attend ed the f u nctio n as
dignitaries. Earlier, Dr. Harsh
Vardh an handed o ut Go ld
Med al an d cer tif icates to
MBBS Graduates belonging to
the Class of 2014 batch. He
also released ‘Remedy’, the
an nual magazine o f RI MS
Students’ Union. On the other
hand, the Chief Minister and
o th er
dignitar ies
also
distributed Gold Medals and
certificates to Post Graduate
and MBBS Graduates, who
secu red top po sitio n in
different medical subjects.

Monthlong observance of Hijam
Irabot begins today
IT News
Imphal, Sep 14,
Commemorating the 123rd Birth
Ann iv ersary o f Co mr ad e
Hijam Ir ab ot Commu nist,
Party of India (CPI) Thoubal
and Wangkhem Local Council
began the celebration today
at Kshetri Shanglen, Thoubal.
The programme was attended
b y CPI , State Secretar iat
members comrade S.Sorojini

Dev i, Co mrad e Lan go l
I bo yaima, CPI Wan gk hel
Local Cou n cil, Execu tiv e
Member, Comrade A.Gulapi,
Veter an
CPI
Lead er,
Th.Yaisku l,
Fo r mer
Commission er, Th ou bal
Municipal Coucil, Comrade
M.Shamungou, CPI Thoubal
Local Cou n cil, Execu tiv e
Memb er,
Comr ad e
Ksh .Manglem an d All
Manipur Nupi Marup, District

Secy. Comrade S.Bhanu Devi
as presidium members.
Comrade Ak. Jugeshor begin
the programme by a speech,
p resid iu m member s an d
people paid a floral tribute on
the p hoto of Hijam Ir abot
Singh.
Comrade Langol Iboyaima
said about the life history of
Hijam Irabot and Comrade
Th.Yaiskul said on the topic
of Marxism.

KVK Thoubal lauds WRD Thoubal
IT News
Imphal, Sep 14,
Krishi Vigyan Kendra (KVK)
Thoubal lauded the concern
authority for the availability of
water.
KVK Thoubal, Plant Agronomy,
Specialist, Nameirakpam Tomba

said that th is year all th e
farmers of the State are facing
a huge problems due to the
shortage of rain. He added that
u nd er th e Agr icu ltur e
Department, KVK Thoubal are
h elpin g the f armers b y
commu n ity
n ur ser y
plantation. He further said that

they requested the Project-IV,
Water Resource Department,
Thoubal Circle-II to supply of
water and in time the department
supplied the water. He added
that KVK Thoubal also praises
Wangbal Gram Panchayat,
Pradhan, Heisnam Manichandra
Singh for his work.
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Governor launches 150 new
craft souvenirs of Manipur
designed under
DIPR
Imphal, Sept. 14
Governor Dr. Najma Heptulla
lau nch ed 150 New Cr af t
Sou v en ir s o f Man ipu r
designed under MEETAC at
Dar bar Hall, Raj Bh av an ,
Imphal, today. The launching
ceremony of Innovative Crafts
Souvenirs of Manipur, Craft
Map of Manip ur an d
MEETAC Website was
o rgan ized by Missio n fo r
Economic Empowerment of
Traditio n al Ar tisan s &
Craftsmen ( MEETAC) in
collaboration with National
Institute of Design (NID),
Ahmedabad.
Addressing the gathering as
Chief Guest of the ceremony,
Governor Dr. Najma Heptulla
said that the launching of the
‘Innovative Craft Souvenirs of
Man ip u r’, Craf t Map o f
Man ipu r and Mission fo r
Economic Empowerment of
Traditio n al Ar tisan s &
Craf tsmen
( MEETAC)
Website will help the artisans
and craftsmen to expand their
existing range of products by
utilizing local resources and
skills. It will be instrumental in
creating a brand for Manipur
an d in turn for MEETAC,
u nd er wh o se n ame th ese
Souvenirs would be marketed.
Governor said that there is no
match for the rich arts and
culture of the State and is yet
to get its due recognition in
the global scenario. They have
set a bench mark of quality
and excellence th at is
quintessentially Indian. The
skills of our artisans are living
symbols of self-reliance and
exemp lify our h eritage of
creativity, aesth etics an d
craftsmanship. As a highly
decentralized activ ity, the
han dicr afts and h andloom
ind ustr y of the State is a
shining example of using local
r esou r ces and sk ills, sh e
added.
She further added that the
h an d icraf t and hand loo m
secto r in th e State is un or ganized an d th e mark et

potential of the State’s crafts
has not been tapped properly,
particularly outside the State
in spite of its importance to the
eco no my. MEETAC alon g
with its Knowledge Partners
h as b een w o rk in g w ith
Artisans at th e village and
cluster level in order to bring
diversified and trendy designs
which are more acceptable in
other States and countries and
also by the young generation,
sh e added. Go ver nor said
under the expert guidance of
NID, Ahmedabad, MEETAC
has developed a new chain of
Craft Souvenirs of Manipur
and about 150 new Souvenir
d esign s fo r 7 ( sev en )
Traditional Crafts have been
dev eloped by the Artisans
from various Districts namely
Imphal, Senapati, Kamjong,
Churachandpur, Tamenglong,
Non ey, Ten gno up al an d
Ukhrul.
Statin g th at th e State has
developed the Craft Map of
Manipur for the first time in
the histo ry of Manip ur,
Gov ern or said, it is an
important step in the direction
towards preserving our crafts
and cu ltu ral h er itage. O n
d ev elo pin g
th e
website www.meetac.mn.gov.in,
Gov er n or said th at th e
Website will be a platform for
the local artisans to get up-todate knowledge about the new
mar ket tren ds an d new
initiatives of MEETAC for
their development.
Textiles, Co mmer ce &
I nd u stries Min ister Th .
Biswajit Singh, who is also the
Chairman of MEETAC, said
that even if th e state has
enough resources, there is
lack of initiatives and policies
r esultin g
in
lag
of
development of th e State.
Lauding the effort of NID and
MEETAC in p ro v id in g
training to the artisans and
craftsmen of the state, the
Minister said that the release
of the souvenir enables us to
kn ow o f th e sk ills o f th e
artisans and the craf tsmen
from different parts of the

State. He added that available
resources should be utilized in
creating products which will
have international market. The
Minister also added that the
launching of the souvenir will
create another atmosphere not
only in Manipur but also in
other parts of the country to
acknowledge the skill of the
artisans and craftsmen. It will
imp rove the economy and
livelihood of the people, he
added.
It is worth mentioning that
MEETAC is the new initiative
of the Government of Manipur,
established on 29th December,
2017 as an au to n omou s
Society under the Department
o f Textiles, Co mmer ce &
Industr ies, Government of
Man ip u r. MEETAC was
f or mally lau nch ed on 1st
September, 2018. MEETAC is
making sustained efforts to
provide unified access to the
Traditional Artisans of Hills
and Valley of Manipur for
design development of their
crafts/ar ts as p er glo bal
stan dard s, training an d
entrepreneurship development
in order to increase the market
demand of their products and
achieve better eco nomic
valuation.
Governor Dr. Najma Heptulla
along w ith Minister Th.
Biswajit unveiled the Craft Map
and launched the Innovative
Craft Souvenir of Manipur and
th e o ff icial web site of
MEETAC. Certificates were
also distributed to the Artisans
and Craftsmen from various
Districts of the State who took
part in the training and skill
development programme of
MEETAC. Later the Governor
in spected an exh ib ition
showcasing the works of the
artisans and craftsmen from
different areas of the State.
The launching ceremony was
attended by Anurag Bajpai,
IFS, CEO (MEETAC), Bindoo
Ranjan, Project Head, NID
(Ahmedabad), officials and
staffs of MEETAC and NID,
Ah med ab ad, Ar tisan s and
local Craft Entrepreneurs.

Sonia meets NE Cong. leaders;
discusses NRC and other issues
Agency
New Delhi, Sep. 14
Congress interim President
Sonia Gandhi on Friday met
p ar ty leaders fr o m th e
northeastern states to discuss
the problems those states are
f acing, th e issue of th e
National Register of Citizens
(NRC) and also decided to
strengthen the Northeastern
Coordination Committee.
The meeting was attended by
top Congress leaders from the
north-east, including former
chief ministers and secretary
in-charge of the north eastern
states Luizinho Faleiro.
For mer Prime Min ister
Man mo h an Singh, party
senior leader Ahmed Patel and
K.C. Venugop al were also
present at the meeting that
lasted for three hours.
After the meeting, Faleiro told

reporters: “Sonia Gandhi had
called the meeting of all the
northeastern states. We met
her along with former Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh,
Ahmed Patel an d K.C.
Venugopal.”
He said during the meeting
they d iscussed pr ob lems
facing the northeastern states
and the party leaders gave
their inputs.
“One thing has been decided
in the meeting to strengthen
and consolidate Northeast
Coordination Committee. We
have also decided to put up a
prominent office in Guwahati
and we have also decided that
we w ill meet an d discu ss
p er iod ically so th at th e
problems of the northeastern
states that are growing and
mounting today have to be
stressed ou t and we have
come to gether in u nity,”

Faleiro said.
Faleiro said the issue of the
NRC in Assam was among the
issu es d iscu ssed at th e
meeting.
The Con gress lead er said
issu es per tain ing to th e
Citizenship Amendment Bill,
which was op posed in the
Rajya Sabha and is a part of
the BJP manifesto, were also
discussed threadbare.
The problems arising out of
the NRC in Assam and other
issues were also discussed
du ring the meeting, party
sources said.
The meeting comes a day after
Sonia Gandhi held a meeting
with all the general secretaries,
state in-ch arges, state unit
chiefs and CLP leaders on
Th ursday and ad vised the
party leaders that they should
not only agitate on Twitter but
also on the ground.

