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Monday, October 28, 2019
Editorial

The ‘facts’ is to
decide the ‘fate’

The freezing wind that keeps the hills of Manipur,
a once upon a time paradise for peace lovers,
is finally getting warmer. People across this

region feel warmer, not only because thousand trees
have been cut down but also because there blows an
uncertain wind that will only be felt after October 31,
(if in case the government of India stands with its
decision).

The fall out of October 31 is a daring challenge for
all the people of Manipur even though it may be assumed
as a blessing for the neighbouring state Nagaland. This
is being stated as almost all Naga community belonging
to var ious ethnic groups have united however,
differences which still lingers among the various ethnic
communities in Manipur due to the bitter truth of past
events still divides the people. The unfortunate part is
that some actors still fails to recollect the near past
where thousands of our brothers and sisters have
sacrificed but still spells the myth of far past history of
feudal days.

Rose, the lady of our Tangkhul community, who
ended her life – like the ending of an immature blooming
orchid blown away by the unfriendly wind, is not even a
reality to some actors who seem to be rusting the iron
hearted youths of the region. But many ‘we’ still sheds
tears for our sisters, aunties, brothers no matter they
belongs to any community of this erstwhile kingdom
because we were one and will be one forever.

Former Chief Minister of Nagaland SC Jamir may
not want the Tangkhul community but no former Chief
Ministers or the present Chief Minister had never ever
felt the way that Mr. Jamir had felt for Tangkhul
community. NNPGs have now united in Nagaland but
no political groups still fails to unite even after knowing
that the tomorrow of Manipur may be a different
Manipur.

22 years of working by way of exchanging ideas
among some few actors seems to have forgotten to
discuss the reality of today’s society who has been in
this part of land. The trust that people of their own
has been shattered and the guns that they bought from
hard earn money of the people of their own are now
no different from an ‘useless swords’. It is upto the
government of India that will now decide the fate of
NSCN-IM. Everyone speculate that the fall out of
October 31 may either be – a burning Manipur or
reducing  the might of NSCN-IM to a mere war
mongering group that will become ‘not admissible to
anywhere’.

 The entire people of the state which is a home of
32 different communities is now shrewdly kept in state
of collusion. Fate of the erstwhile nation has now been
totally handed over to the authority of a younger nation
that this erstwhile nation joined with great hopes but
shattered since then.

The present modus operandi of today’s society and
the grievances of the people seem to be out of the
purview of the so call peace making process. Hate,
enmity and jealousness have been injected and now
the one time united people have been divided into
pieces.

It is likely that screwy bullets that had haunted the
people of Manipur may once more start floating here
and there and it is also likely that the situation after
October 31 may create a stalemate to the free
movement of the innocent public.

For decades, the state of Manipur particularly in the
Hill areas people had witnessed countless life from
unwanted sound “pheecheeong” from the bayonets of
many guns.

The later part of early 90s in the state of Manipur, if
one recalled had seen many non authority mushroomed
to countered by empowering themselves with SLP (self
loaded powers). The number of “pheecheeong..” had
put all lives under tremendous fear, every community
were terrorized. Yes, please recalls the bloodiest blood
bath between two major ethnic groups of the state
ignited by the NSCN-IM in the early 90s and please let us
not make that bloody history repeat to any other groups.

PIB Feature

The Union Minister for
Environment, Forest and Climate
Change (MoEF&CC), Shri Prakash
Javadekar participated in the 29th
ministerial meeting of the BASIC
(Brazil, South Africa, India, China)
countries on Climate Change at
Beijing, China on 25th-26th October
2019.
Following is the Joint Statement
issued at the Conclusion of 29th

BASIC Ministerial Meet on Climate
Change:
1. The 29th BASIC Ministerial
Meeting on Climate Change was
held in Beijing, China, on 25th-26th
October 2019. The meeting was
chaired by H.E. Mr. LI Ganjie,
Minister of Ecology and
Environment of the People’s
Republic of China, attended by H.E.
Mr. XIE Zhenhua, Special
Representative for Climate Change
Affairs of China, and
H.E. Mr. Prakash Javadekar, Minister
for Environment, Forest and Climate
Change and Information and
Broadcasting of the Republic of
India, Mr. Roberto Castelo Branco,
National Secretary for International
Relations, Ministry of the
Environment of Brazil, and Mr.
Maesela Kekana, Chief Director of
International Climate Change
Relations and Negotiations of the
Ministry of Environment, Forestry
and Fisheries of the Republic of
South Africa. In line with the
‘BASIC-plus’ approach, H.E. Ammar
Hijazi, Ambassador of the state of
Palestine, on behalf of the Chair of
the Group of 77 and China, and Mr.
Mauricio Carabelli of Chile, on
behalf of the incoming Presidency
of COP25 also attended the meeting
as Guests.
2. BASIC Ministers expressed their
concern for the global challenge of
climate change and its  adverse
effects, and confirmed their
commitments to multilateralism in
order to address the issue and to
foster climate resilience and promote
greenhouse gas emissions
reduction, low-carbon and
sustainable development, with a
view to collectively working towards
preparedness of international
community for the wellbeing of all.
Ministers underscored that all
parties should jointly defend the
international system underpinned
by the United Nations, in
accordance with the principles of
equity, common but differentiated
responsibilities and respective
capabilities (CBDR-RC), in the light
of different national circumstances.
Unilateralism and protectionism
undermine the open and free
international trade system and the
prospect of global economic
development and growth, which will
end up with damaging global efforts
against climate change. It is
imperative to focus on safeguarding
the multilateral process and the
fulfillment of commitments.
3. Ministers emphasized the faithful
and comprehensive implementation
of the Paris Agreement, in particular
of its goals and principles, and
underlined the importance of a full,
effective and sustained
implementation of the United
Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change (UNFCCC), its
Kyoto Protocol and its  Paris
Agreement, in accordance with the
principles of equity, common but
differentiated responsibilities and
respective capabilities (CBDR-RC),
in the light of different national
circumstances, as well as the
nationally- determined nature of the
Paris Agreement. They emphasized
that global climate action should
promote climate justice by
recognizing the fundamental
equality of all people in accessing
economic growth and sustainable
development. The BASIC Ministers
reaffirmed and emphasized the need
for people’s participation and
climate friendly lifestyles for
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addressing the challenge of climate
change acknowledging that Paris
Agreement embodies and calls for
sustainable lifestyles and
consumption patterns.
4. Ministers highlighted that
developing countries, including
BASIC countries, notwithstanding
the multiple challenges including
food security, poverty eradication,
and insufficient and uneven
progress of domestic development,
have been implementing ambitious
climate action based on their
national circumstances in  the
context of sustainable development,
and have achieved great progress
with significant contribution to
global efforts in combating climate
change. In 2018, China has reduced
carbon dioxide emissions per unit
of GDP by 45.8% from the 2005 level,
increased the share of non-fossil
fuels in  primary energy
consumption to 14.3%. South Africa
has recently implemented carbon
tax, and announced massive
renewable energy program in its
latest electricity plan. India has
already achieved 21% reduction in
emission intensity of GDP in 2014
compared to 2005 levels, thereby
achieving its pre-2020 voluntary
target. In 2015, Brazil had already
achieved a 58% emission reduction
in the business as usual scenario
set for its  NAMAs, thereby
overachieving its target of 36%- 39%
reductions set for 2020.
5. Ministers noted UN Climate
Action Summit and its strong
political signal of upholding
multilateralism, implementing the
Paris Agreement, and enhancing
ambitions of action and support.
BASIC countries actively engaged
and contributed, and are ready to
further strengthen international
cooperation to explore solutions
which are cost-effective and with
lower risks, such as nature-based
solutions, and technology
innovation in industry transition.
6. Ministers expressed their
appreciation to  the Polish
Presidency’s contribution to the
conclusion of the bulk of the Paris
Agreement Work Programme
(PAWP). They appreciated Costa
Rica for hosting Pre-COP25 to
promote political dialogue on
specific issues. The Group pledged
their full support to the incoming
Chilean Presidency, and highlighted
that the key outcome of COP25 will
be to conclude negotiations on
robust rules to  ensure
environmental integrity  under
Article 6 of Paris Agreement and to
achieve progress on climate finance
which is one of the key enablers for
developing countries to implement
ambitious climate actions. They
committed to working with all other
Parties for the success of COP25 in
an open and transparent,
consensus-based and party- driven
manner.
7. Ministers valued the 187
ratifications of the Paris Agreement
to date, called on all remaining
Parties to ratify, and welcomed the
implementation of the Agreement in
the post-2020 period. The Group
also underscored Kyoto Protocol as
the significant milestone in the
multilateral climate process.
Ministers also welcomed the 134
ratifications, to date, of the Doha
Amendment to the Kyoto Protocol
and recalled that only 10 acceptance
instruments are outstanding for the
amendment to enter into force. They
urged the Parties that have not yet
ratified the Doha Amendment to do
so as soon as possible, striving for
its prompt entry into force before
COP25.
8. The Group highlighted the
substantial gaps not only in
mitigation, but also in adaptation
and support provided by
developed countries to developing
countries in the pre-2020 period.
They stressed that these gaps
should not be transferred to the
post-2020 period to  present

additional burdens on developing
countries. They urged developed
countries to take urgent actions to
close the gaps, including revisiting
their targets on mitigation under the
Convention and the Kyoto Protocol,
and fulfilling their commitments of
providing support to developing
countries.
9. Ministers underscored that as
developing countries are the most
adversely affected by climate
change, adaptation is a key
imperative but is neglected with
imbalanced allocation of resources
compared to mitigation. They
reiterated that balanced allocation
should be made for adaptation and
mitigation in  terms of support
provided by developed countries,
including through Green Climate
Fund (GCF). The Group encouraged
other fora, including the Global
Commission on Adaptation to play
their part in supporting developing
countries on adaptation. They
emphasized that it is critical to
dedicate a share of proceeds from
ITMOs transactions under Article
6 to fund adaptation in developing
countries.
10. Ministers underlined their
commitment to taking ambitious
actions to implement their NDCs.
They stressed that action and
support are integral in terms of
ambition, and the ambition of
support by developed countries
should match the ambition of action
by developing countries.
Developed countries shall provide
new and additional, sustained,
predictable, adequate and timely
finance, technology development
and transfer and capacity-building
support to developing countries,
open markets and carry out practical
technological cooperation, which
serve the basis for mutual trust and
important conditions for the
comprehensive and effective
implementation of the Paris
Agreement.
11. Ministers expressed their deep
concern on the insufficiency and
inadequacy of the support provided
by developed countries to date, and
underlined that the climate finance
should be new, additional, and with
significant public funded
component. They urged developed
countries to fulfill their climate
finance commitments of providing
USD 100 billion annually by 2020
for developing countries in a
transparent and grant-based
manner.
12. Ministers urged developed
countries to  propose the new
collective quantified goal on finance
as soon as possible, including
detailed roadmap and timetable.
The goal should be from a floor of
USD 100 billion per year,
significantly publicly funded and of
greater transparency. The 2020
deliberations should draw lessons
from the experience of meeting the
USD 100 billion pledge, be informed
by the needs and priorities of
developing countries, and be
adequate to meet the ambition of
action of developing countries. In
this regard, they stressed the
importance of establishing a
structured deliberation within the
UNFCCC, in order to conclude this
work in a meaningful and timely
manner.
13. Ministers noted with concern the
significant gap in aspects including
funding scale, eligibility and policy-
making of the GCF and the Global
Environment Facility (GEF) from the
need of developing countries. They
noted of the contributions made by
some developed countries in the first
replenishment of the GCF, and urged
the other developed countries to
make speedy and robust
contributions, to ensure the first
replenishment doubles the initial
resource mobilization pledge in real
terms.
14. The Group highlighted that
providing information on
transparency of support, including

its predictability, is a key component
of the Enhanced Transparency
Framework. In this regard, Ministers
urged developed countries to engage
in discussion to formulate clear
guidance for the biennial
communication which has common
tables for communicating such
information, referred to Article 9.5 in
a positive and constructive manner.
15. Ministers underscored the
importance of concluding the
discussions on Article 6 of the Paris
Agreement, in accordance with the
mandates and principles set out in
the Agreement and the
accompanying decision, including
ensuring environmental integrity and
avoiding double counting. They
restated that decisions on other
subjects should not pre-empt
discussions under Article 6, and the
issues should be addressed in a
balanced and inclusive manner.
16. Ministers expressed that the rules
and governance structures for
cooperative approaches under
Article 6.2 shall be multilaterally
agreed and applicable to all Parties,
and shall ensure that all transactions
are based on actual mitigation efforts,
consistent with Article 2. A robust
accounting system shall be put in
place, which shall have flexibility to
accommodate different types of
NDCs and a central log to register all
transactions.
17. Ministers stated that the design
of the mechanism under Article 6.4
shall be conducive to public and
private sector involvement and avoid
the creation of unnecessary
obstacles to investment, provided
that environmental integrity is
ensured. Appropriate approaches,
including corresponding adjustment
and other possible means, should be
explored to this end. Under no
circumstances is  the nationally
determined nature of commitments
and the bottom-up character of the
Paris Agreement to be changed. They
also stated that the ability of the
climate change regime to ensure the
appropriate transition of the CDM to
the mechanism under Article 6.4 will
be key to  securing continued
engagement of the public and private
sectors in mitigation action. 
18. Ministers welcomed the review
of the Warsaw International
Mechanism for Loss and Damage
associated with Climate Change
Impacts based on the mandates, and
emphasized the need to address loss
and damage on the basis of equity
and in accordance with the principles
of CBDR-RC, the relevant provisions
of the Paris Agreement and COP
decisions.
19. Ministers reiterated that the
UNFCCC process remains the
preeminent international forum for
addressing matters related to climate
change, and other fora serve as
contributory supplement under the
guidance of its principles and spirit.
Ministers noted the work of
International Maritime Organization
(IMO) and International Civil
Aviation (ICAO) on reduction of
GHG emissions, and underlined that
the work being undertaken must
comply with the key principles of
the UNFCCC process, in particular
the principle of Equity and CBDR-
RC.
20. Ministers hailed the 10th
anniversary of the BASIC Group and
agreed to further strengthen the
solidarity and cooperation among
the four countries. In this context,
they committed to jointly promote
South-South cooperation, providing
assistance as capabilities allow to
enhance the capacities of other
developing countries in addressing
climate change. They reiterated their
unequivocal support to the State of
Palestine, as the Chair of the Group
of 77 and China, with a view to
strengthening the unity of the Group
and advancing the common interests
of developing countries.
21. Ministers welcomed the offer of
India to  host the 30th BASIC
Ministerial Meeting.


