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Editorial

More  News

By - N. Munal Meitei

The 24th October is the United
Nations Day which was formed on
this day in 1945. United Nations is
responsib le for maintain ing
international peace and security,
protecting human rights, delivering
humanitar ian aid , promoting
sustainable development and
upholding international law.
After  its  formation , the major
tensions so called wars between the
nations have been fairly reduced
except for some minor conflicts and
the cold wars. The consisted roll of
UN with observers for monitoring,
reporting and confidence-building
between the nations have bound up
significant trust and peace in the 193
member countries worldwide today. 
Now for maintaining peace and
security, our most challenging task
has become to take the climate
action. In this vast universe, the
earth is the only planet where living
beings can survive. If we do not take
action to fight the climate change
right now, then the beautiful hills,
lakes, fields, meadows, forests and
all living beings on the earth will be
perished. Therefore, the celebration
of International Day for Climate
action on this UN day i.e. the 24th
October itself  has the greatest
meaning. But the ugly part comes
when the major greenhouse emitting
countries tried them to escape from
these global common goals.
Caring for the planet is the moral
issue. Countries have recognized
that climate change presents an ever
growing threat to development,
poverty and the welfare of the
citizens. The impacts of climate
change are already being felt by
every country on the glove. We
have felt the increase in temperature
and of the extreme climates like
f lood,  drought,  cyclone,
earthquakes etc. as compare to the
previous years. But we felt its
seriousness when the farmers are
not allowed to plant and harvesting
of crops due to scanty rainfall which
was not happened as frequently as
in Manipur today. 
I  always used to  talk to  the
cultivators of Kakching. Some years
back; this place was the sugar bowl
of Manipur. All the foot hills in and
around this mini town were with full
of sugar cane plantations. But now
almost 95% of the sugar  cane
plantations have been reduced.
While I asked  some of  the
cultivators who are well-trained in
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this field, told me that scanty rainfall
has forced them to stop the sugar
cane plantation. As we know, sugar
cane contains 90% water and hence
its cultivation needs a lot of water.
Earlier, they could get about 70-80
tins of condensed sugar juice, Chuhi
from one acre of land but now-a-
days with their maximum effort, they
get only about 30-35 tins. Thus,
they have stopped the sugar cane
plantation. While asked to go for
other alternative crops also, they
told that nothing is left except for
the good rainfall. Such environment
impacts have changed their entire
livelihood and societal set up. Now
some of them are forced to pull back
their school going children and put
them to other income earning jobs
to help the family. 
Such is the similar condition in many
parts of Manipur. In Thanga and
Karang, earlier each family could
catch as much fish as to earn a
manageable amount to run their
families and for  studying their
children. But now, it is impossible
for them to catch the fishes to earn
their livelihood although they invest
much more labour and equipment.
Thus,  the climate change is
impacting the whole aspects of the
human and natural ecosystems. 
The Loktak Lake being the largest
fresh water lake in North-east has
all the qualities of inscribing in the
lists of World Heritage sites. The
lake has its own cultural legacy. The
great epic of Khamba-Thoibi still
echoed in the wave of the Loktak
Lake. This is not the poetic of Shri
Hijam Anganghal but it really
nestled deep  in our  cu lture.
Everything that a Manipuri has
seems to be embedded deep inside
the Lake. But now, to due the
environmental degradation and
climate change, everything seems
to be emerging in the cloud. 
Manipur has lost almost 18
important species of fishes from its
Lakes. Huge volumes of plastics are
carried down by the Nambul River
into  the Loktak Lake thereby
polluting the lake beyond tolerance.
Due to indiscriminate felling of trees
in the catchments, huge siltation is
going on in the lake. The lake is now
swallowing with an unexpected
speed that we may not be able to
see the present Loktak Lake in the
next 20 years. The same is for the
other wetlands also. To meet the
demands for the over  flooding
population ,  all the important
wetlands have been encroached

upon for cultivation  and f ish-
farming. But we should never forget
that wetlands are the cradle for living
beings. 
The Loktak Hydel Power Project has
changed the Phumdi eco-system of
the Loktak Lake by disturbing the
annual cycle of the black vegetative
mass. The decaying of phumdi is
synonymous with the extinction of
our lovely Sangai, the state animal.
The recently concluded Siroy
festival, in Ukhrul has also many
environmental callings. The habitat
of the Siroy lily is much constricted
and threatened with the intensive
tourist activ ities during the
blossoming period of the lily, May
last to June first. The dumping of
waste, plastic, plucking of flowers
and uprooting has threatened the
sustenance of the endemic species.
The species is also endangered by
the invasion of Machun which is
kind of miniature bamboo species
growing profusely in Siroy’s habitat.
Therefore immediate attention is
called for from all sections of the
society to save our state animal and
the flower. 
Forests provide benefits to life. As
a natural green capital, forest assets
are important in all aspects of
mankind and other living beings,
ranging from providing subsistence
to mitigating the impacts of climate
change. In Manipur, the rate of
deforestation is overwhelming.
Maximum felling of trees are meant
for fire-wood production and mass
poppy plantation. This is a serious
issue in almost all the hill districts
of Manipur. If the Govt. does not
find out an alternative solution for
the livelihood of these cultivators
as an immediate measure by
providing some other alternative
income generation activities, then
it will be not only a huge menace to
diminish all our forest but a deadly
drug war for the state also. Selling
of firewood becomes a major
business to  supply to  all the
mushrooming brick kilns in the state.
These kilns should not be allowed
to use fire-wood but due to easy
availability and cheaper in cost
between firewood and lignite or
coal, these kilns are using large
quantities of fire-wood. Most of the
small scale industries in the state
such  as blacksmith,  goldsmith,
hotels, dhobi and many households
are also using large quantities of
charcoals that are produced by
uprooting the trees mostly of
coppicing species. Thus, a total area

of about 400 sq.km forest is lost
annually in the state.
As predicted, the climate change will
affect the human security as the
conflicts brew over competition for
water, food, and land. The question
of climate refugees such  as
Rohingyas migrating across borders
is a much concern  for many
governments provoking in civil
wars. 
The United Nations under  the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change,  IPCC, the global
temperature is proposed to cap at
1.5°C to 2°C by 2100. But as per IPCC
WGI Fourth Assessment Report, the
climate change predictions are not
encouraging; the further increase in
temperatures may be 1.8°C to 5.8°C
by 2100. This is really our most
dreaded challenge. 
Ocean plants including the coral
reefs produced 85% of the oxygen
we breathe in the air. Due to climate
change, the coral reefs are exposed
to bleaching events -  possibly
leading to their mass extinction.
Once the ocean plants and coral
reefs are extinct, the whole
Biodiversity of the planet will be
collapsed. Amazon forest which we
called  lungs of  ear th  is also
damaged,  cleared and  brunt
extensively on second to second
basis and nobody including the
United Nations is taking action and
the depletion of large area of rain
forest are continuing without an
interruption. This is another horrible
issue for the planet. Climate change
also affect the terrestrial biodiversity
by species shifting ranges, changes
in the timing of biological cycles,
migration of pests and invasive
species, among other phenomena.
Climate change will also  have
tremendous impact on social and
cultural aspects, with communities
changing the way they live, work,
settlement and landscapes, possibly
leading to migration  and  the
abandonment of their or iginal
homes altogether.
It is an undisputed fact that climate
change is always interconnected
with all environmental issues
affecting the whole living beings on
the earth. Therefore, we now have
to take a firm stand to fight the
climate change to  save our
environment and the beautifu l
planet for the sake of our future
generations. 

The writer can be reached at Email-
nmunall@yahoo.in

By -Siam Sarower Jamil
Dhaka, Oct 24

The striking Bangladesh players
ended their boycott and decided to
return to the field next week after
holding talks with the Bangladesh
Cricket Board officials at Mirpur late
night on Wednesday.
‘The talk was successful, the BCB
president and directors who were
here they heard our demands and
they assured us they will fulfill them
at the quickest possible time,’ said
national Test and Twenty20 captain
Sakib al Hasan.
‘Based on that assurance our first-
class players will start playing from
Saturday and our national team
players will start camp (for India
tour) from Saturday,’ Sakib said.
Sakib said that the officials of the
Cricketers Welfare Association of
Bangladesh also agreed to organize
an election at the earliest possible
time to accommodate the
representative of current players.
BCB president Nazmul Hasan said
they agreed to fulfill at least nine
demands of the players.
‘Among the 11 demands they made,

Bangladeshi Cricket Players end strike
as BCB accepts demands

the first demand is not in our hand
[CWAB] and we told them that we
will decide about the last demand
[participation in more than two
franchise leagues]. Apart from these
two demands, we have agreed on
all their nine demands,’ said Nazmul.
‘We wanted to cancel the third
round of NCL. But the players said
that they wanted to play and they
wanted  to reschedule the third
round of play. So we have decided
to start the th ird  round from
Saturday,’ he said.
Nazmul said they sent the two new

demands of the players to  the
Board’s legal department.
‘We haven’t made any decision
about the last two demands. When
we saw that a legal advisor is
involved in the case, we referred the
matter to our legal advisor,’ he said.
Supreme Court lawyer Mustafizur
Rahman Khan earlier in the evening
read out a list of 13 demands on
behalf of the players at a news
conference, which included two
fresh demands – a share of BCB
revenue and  better wages for
women players.

Name Change
I, the undersigned, Khundrakpam Partha , a residence of Kha
Potsangbang Bishnupur district, Manipur , do hereby declared that I
have relinquished, abandoned and renounced the use of his old name
Khundrakpam Partha Singh as I have assumed my new name
Khundrakpam Partha.

Sd/-
Khundrakpam Partha

Kha Potsangbang Bishnupur district, Manipur

5th anniversary
celebration in
rememberance

of our
ancestors,

organised by
SEACO

postponed
IT News
Imphal, Oct 24

In rememberance of our ancestors,
who star ted  the movement of
reviving Sanamahi religion against
oppression of the king and
Brahamasabha. SEACO organized
an event of  paying respect and
remembering our  ancestor’s
sacrifices for the meiteis, to be held
on 31st Oct’19, Lamboi
khongnangkhong, Imphal at 10:00
A.M. The said  event has been
postponed due to  the present
political situation and in showing
support and  solidar ity of the
struggle and up-coming movements.

IT News
Imphal, Oct 24

As part of its ongoing campaign to
eliminate drugs and alcohol in
various part of the State, Coalition
Against Drugs and  Alcohol
(CADA) organised an academic
awareness programme on the theme
“impact of  in toxicants on the
students of the society” at St. John
English High School, Nambol
Chingmang, Bishnupur District, day
before yesterday.
The programme was attended by
Principal, St.John English High
School, Nongmeikapam Bishworjit,
President, CADA Bishnupur District
Committee, Huiningsungbam
Basanti and President,  CADA,
Hijam Priyokumar.

CADA’s academic
awareness programme

On the programme, CADA, Vice-
President,  Ningthoujam Doren
attended as a resource person.
Resource person, CADA, Vice-
President, Ningthoujam Doren said
that to give awareness to the
teenagers students about  the loss
of using intoxicants and its ill effect
to the body. He added that using
drugs does not give any benefits to
the body.
He further said that we should not
taste any kinds of intoxicants and
added that the use of drugs begins
in the family. He added that parents
should  not use any k inds of
in toxicants in  f ront of  their
children.
Showcase of slide to the students
about the loss of using drugs and
its ill effect to the body, he added.

Wired barricades in
Imphal – a sign of
apprehension on
Government side

Police barricades with concertina wires have again set its foot
on the soil of Manipur particularly in Imphal city, to contain
any unwanted public uproar, as the final date of the Indo-

Naga peace talk settlement approaches.
The security forces have taken their places in most of the nooks

and crannies of the Imphal valley. As much as it can be considered as
a preventive measure in case of another uprising from the people of
Manipur, it also reflects the apprehension of the BJP-led Manipur
government regarding the final verdict of the peace talk.

Maybe the government of N. Biren Singh is also not sure of what
actually would be the outcome, even though they have been affirming
that there will be no negative impact on Manipur, as said by the Prime
Minister of India, Narendra Modi. Their apprehension is also valid
because we have seen similar promises from the Prime Minister in the
past during the CAB issue as well, which is also knocking on the door.
At the same time, fear is hovering over the people of Manipur that this
peace talk might be another step towards breaking down Manipur, in
addition to the upcoming CAB.

Having said that, the fear will only be translated into another
uprising only if the peace talk is going to disturb the integrity of
Manipur, not just territorially but also socio-economically, politically,
and ethnically. The underlying tone of implementation of Article 371A
along with the Pan Naga cultural body and autonomy has a strong
hold in instilling this fear and worry in the hearts and minds of the
people.

If the government of Manipur was so sure that the peace talk
would not affect Manipur no matter what, then they might not have
to worry much. Either the Biren-led BJP government is not made
aware of anything by the BJP government in Delhi or the Biren
government does not want to share the truth with the people of
Manipur or the Biren government is aware of the truth but cannot do
anything about it. As a result, the only thing BJP-led  Biren
government of Manipur can do what is under their control, is to just
install these wired barricades with armed security personnel. Another
major factor contributing to the chaos and confusion amongst the
people is R.N. Ravi with his statements. He seems to have the control
over the emotions of the people by continuously making triggering
statements, reminding us of the once-upon-a-time AP Pandey.

Even as a result of this, what the Manipur government can only
do, is bear the brunt of RN Ravi and install the wired barricades with
armed security personnel around Imphal valley. With such events
going around, the fear of the people is real and the actions of the
BJP-led Manipur government is suspicious. It seems like everytime
there are issues of Indian government trying to disturb the integrity
of Manipur, the only thing that the Biren government can do is to
install police barricades with concertina wires to face people’s
uprising.


