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Poll result prediction:
‘to be or not to be ...’

It’s just a day left now. The whole world will
know whom the people of India want to hand
over the fate of the country. Across the country
all preparation has been completed for the
counting of the vote under strict surveillance of
the Election Commission of India. District
administration had already imposed prohibition
order under section 2 of the 144 CrPC in all
districts where counting will take place.

For the 543 Lok Sabha seats 8,049
candidates are contesting. Interestingly, out of
the nearly 900 voters from across the country
women’s turn out rate was reportedly high.
However, number of women candidate still remain
below mark even though bill for introduction of
33% reservation seat still is pending. There are
716 women candidates contesting this election
which saw only a marginal rise to 9 per cent from
8 per cent in 2014.

The election was held in seven phases from
11 April to 19 May 2019 to constitute the 17th
Lok Sabha. The counting of votes will be
conducted on 23 May, and on the same day the
results will be declared. About 900 million Indian
citizens are eligible to vote in one of the seven
phases depending on the region. The 2019
elections attracted a turnout of over 67% - the
highest ever in the history of Indian general
elections, as well the highest recorded
participation in Indian elections by women.

As soon as the last phase election concluded
on May 19, almost all mainstream media run by
multinational company in the country waited no
time to complete the voting at some of the state
and released the exit poll.

The result of the exit poll broadcasted in
almost all media housed predicted return of
Narendra Damodar Modi as the Prime Minister
again. The lowest figure that the BJP under the
leadership of Narendra Modi is speculated to cross
272 numbers, which is indeed a magic number to
get invitation to form the government. Other
report suggested more numbers which indicate
that Narendra Modi is sure to return as the Prime
Minister for the second consecutive term.

The poll prediction of the national news TV
Channels creates a sense of joy to the Modi
supporters but upset to many who are against
the party. Its natural that a political worker get
upset when they falls and have reason to be
happy and in celebration mood if the party is
reported rise.

But two days - it’s just two days left. Peoples’
Mandate on who will be handed over the
responsibility to shape the fate of the country
will be known soon.

The poll prediction by the TV channel has
been criticized by many none-NDA leaders. Sashi
Tharoor of Congress, Mamta Benrjee of TMC etc.
are among the many who criticize the poll result
prediction.

Some who talk nothing about the result of
the exit poll also seems to have no care for the
result as some of them have started looking for
alliance to form an alternative government. The
gesture of Chandra Babu Naidu who had been
trying to bridge with leaders of Non BJP political
party is a clear indication that he didn’t believe
in the poll result prediction.

To be not, or to be - a phrase from the
Shakespearean play Hamlet need to be reminded
here. It’s not Hamlet’s tragedy, but a tragedy of
the common people who consider TV news as
their part of life. If the prediction goes right
people will keep continue to have trust in media
and if it turn out to be a motivational attempt to
increase the TRP rating or to get more
advertisement revenue, then the forth pillar is
in the verge of crumbling.
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ecosystem functions that we can gdbvers for ages. In Indian philosophy
for free from our natural environment.life in any form is deemed sacred and it
In the recent past, it is reported that ouf we want to preserve these freds advocated that compassion for all
state is facing the challenges fronservices, we must protect ouriving creatures is essential. The
invasion by army worm in some of ourbiodiversity; we have still got left, worship of nature in all its different forms
important crops. Such challenges to oupster it and give it the space it needs an essential part of our cultural
live and property are also a part ofo endure climate change and relatekégacy

biodiversity degradation. Many moreenvironmental threats. Itis anindia owns 7.8% of the recorded
such issues will be coming up if we“insurance” for life on this Planet, species of biodiversity reserved in the
continue to ignore and forget toand therefore must be protected gtlanet, though we share only 1.8% of
conserveour environment. Everythingall costs, because it is a universahe worlds geographical area; over and
comes from biodiversity-from the food heritage that can offer immediateabove harboring 20.6% of world o
we eat to the air we breathe. But issuesdvantages to humanpopulation and 18% of world cattle S
arise threatening this vital part of naturebeings.Biodiversity is as if the naturalpopulation. The country is in the 5 hot

Threats on endangered speciesyorld is an enormous bank accounspots of the world. The rich and
deforested catchments, depletedf capital assets capable of payindascinating variety of India’ indigenous and traditional food
watersheds, denuded forests, recedirife sustaining dividends indefinitely biodiversity populates more than 50(roduction methods are now under
wetlands and other harmful effects obut only if the capital is maintained. species of mammals, 1,220 species dffireat. Plastics in all forms- packaging
human activities are just some of thesBiodiversity not only supplies us in birds, 1,600 species of reptiles andh religious celebrations, serving of hot
many issueslo keep these risks away all basic needs, but also helps us, immphibians, and 57,000 species dka and subjiin hotels and using of non-
we are celebrating International Day oflealing with our organic waste.ltinsects. India harbours 60% of thegraded plastic in day today life is really
Biodiversityon the 22 May every year is proposed that species themselvesorld’s wild tiger population, 50% of a challenging health hazard in Manipur
Biodiversity refers to are the architects of biodiversityy ~ Asian elephants, 80% of the oneWrappingedibles with newspaper is
the variety and variability of life on proportionally increasing the horned rhinoceros and the entir@lso equallydangerous.

Earth. Biodiversity is typically a measurenumber of potentially available remaining population of thasiatic In the fields, all our local vegetable
for health of ecosystem of a particulaniches in a given ecosystem. Thdion. products have been sprayedwith
area. It also measures the variation atatural species, or biota, are theret the b|od|ver5|ty found within our various insecticides, pesticides and
genetic, species,caretakersofall ecosystems. It magountry is in jeopardyrom pollution weedicides.Among them, many are
and ecosystem level. Biodiversity |§;>e mentioned that biodiversity hago poaching, invasive species talready banned on all over the world
again the “totality intrinsic aesthetic and spiritual valuehabitat loss and fragmentation, thesbut are freely using in our state without
of genes, species and ecosystems oft@amankind in and of itself. life forms that we call our biodiversity a restrictionWith theseinjections, our
region”. Terrestrial biodiversity is At least 40 per cent of the wordd’ are not enough to ensure for the futuragro-biodiversity is declining day by
usually greater near the equatehich economy and 80 per cent of thesurvival. day The loss of diverse diets and
is the result of the warm climate ancheeds of the poor are derived fronThe challenges of our Keibul Lamjaoconsumption of hormones and
high primary productivity These biological resources. In addition, National Park, the only floating NiR  chemicalsrich vegetables is directly
tropical forest ecosystems cover lesscher the diversitythe greater is the the world, the home of our lovely linked to diseases and health risk, such
than 10 percent of earthsurfacebut it opportunity for economic Sangaiis also in agorip the pastfew as blood pressure, diabetes, obesity
support more than 90 percent of thelevelopment, medical discoveriesveeks, with the dead of many domestiand malnutrition, and many other
world's speciedlerrestrial biodiversity and adaptive responses to fighanimals in the surrounding villages ofdreaded diseases.While medical
is again thought to be up to 25 timesuch new challenges. Biodiversity’ the National Park has threatened owsciences improved, people started to
greater than ocean biodiversity relevance to human health is now a®angai. If the disease continues tignore the traditional practices which
Theme for International Day forinternational political issue. spread, there is high possibility ofmay lead to the extinct of our
Biodiversity 2019 is “Our Biodiversify Biodiversity is the living fabric of our communicating the diseases to Sanganvaluableindigenousknowledge of
Our Food, Our Health.” Whether youplanet. It underpins human wellbeing=or domestic animals, treatment mayvlaiba and Maibi.

are in Newyork or Delhi or Imphal, you inthe presentand future, and its rapidot be a problem but Sangai onc®reserving biodiversity and human
have more chances to access to a greatiercline threatens nature and peopliafected, it will be a huge problem todevelopment must go hand-in-hand.
variety of food than our parents or oulike. protect them and this may lead to wip®©nce there was only a choice between
grandparents once did. But even as tHeBD Graphic Timeline out of our state animal for forever development and conservation. But
offerings become more diverse, théhe Earthg biological resources areCurrently Sangai population is innow we realize that we cannot separate
global diet as a whole- what peoplevital to humanitys social vulnerable since it is much below thehese two words any longéio halt
actually eat- is becoming moredevelopmentAlmost all cultures tipping point. The health and survivalthe biodiversity loss the best option
homogenized, and this is morehave their roots in our biological of our state flowerSiroy lily is also being by understanding, appreciating,
dangerousThis yeats celebrations diversity in some way or form. almostsame. safeguarding and using biodiversity
focus on biodiversity as the foundatiorDeclining biodiversity is therefore a In the last 100 years, more than 98ustainably

for our food and health and a keyconcern for many reasonst the percent of crop varieties haveFuture of our valued biodiversity
catalyst to transform the food systemsame time, the threat to species andisappeared in this country from thedepends on the action and values of
and improving human health. The themecosystem has never been as gre@rmers’ fields. In our state, manypeople. Local authorities and
aims to leverage knowledge and spreaa it is todayFrom the perspective important verities of rice such asgovernments are in the best position
awareness of the dependency of owf biodiversity this means, speciesChanglei, Phourel, Kakching phouto reach out to citizens and involve,
food systems, nutrition, and health orare being lost almost not on a dailjMoirangphouetc. are becomingenable and inspire local stakeholders.
biodiversity and ecosystems. Thebasis but on seconds, at the rate @xtinct.Many of the important Cultural diversity and biodiversity exist
theme also celebrates the diversitpne species per 20 minutesindigenous trees of the state are aldwand in hand. By facilitating a deeper
provided by our natural systems forAcknowledgement of these found to extinct. In the morning we dorelationship with the environment and
human existence and well-being orproblems, howevemeans that we not hear the awakening songs of ththe mankind, the world’biodiversity
Earth, including climate changecan find solutions for them, althoughcrows. Half of the breeds of domestican be conserved for the future
mitigation and adaptation, ecosystenmost solutions require enormousanimals have also gone. Meitei hugeneration. Therefore with the coming
restoration, cleaner water and zereconomic aids and political will which breedmay be sited as an exampl@f the International Day of Biodiversity
hungeramong others. may anchor these coherenManipur has lostalmost18 important2019, let us plant trees and let usnot
Biodiversity is like a large tank, from problems. species of fishes from its wetlands. harm to our biodiversity and
which humans can draw food, waterThe natural wealth of the Indiancommented earligithai barrage is now environment and only then we can
clothes and even our housing. Thessubcontinent has remained uniqueto focus for revival of our aqua- make a green, bright and beautiful
are just some examples of themysterious and fascinating for natureiodiversity in the state. Locally-variedbiodiversity in future.

EARLY LIFE & PEASANTSTRUGGLE

his exceptional skills in leadershipbetween India and China, as can b&he communication establishes the
and consensus building broughfound in his correspondence with Ptfact that Sardar was open to the idea
Born as one amongst five brothers anthe British government on knees tdNehru. of ‘conversation without
sisters in a peasant family of Ladbaagree to the demand for theRSS and Sardar Patel confrontations’. There is a pertinent
and Jhaveribhai Patel in village Nadiadvithdrawal of exorbitant increase inin a letter dated July 161949 to TR need to move beyond rhetoric; which
in Kaira district of Gujarat/allabhbhai revenue. Venkatarama Sastri, Sardar Patel saysan only be made possible through
was set for a far greater cause oftatesmanship and Political “Iwas myself keen to remove the baimdependent research on the subject.
independence and integration ofAcumenSardar Patel belongs to theat the earliest possible opportunity....

independent India. In his formativelegion of leadership who effectively | have advised the RSS in the pa$SardarVallabhbhai Patel is perhaps
years, his mother has had a profoundontributed both to the freedomthat the only way for them is to refornthe only pragmatist in the Gandhi,
impact on his psychology.ike in a struggle, and guided the project othe congress from within, if they thinkNehru, Patel trio who were the most
normal rural setting, the mother wouldhational reconstruction following the congress is going on the wrongmportant people especially in the run-
gather all her children and narratendependence. path”. up to independence and immediately
stories from Ramayana and‘We worked hat to achieve our In another correspondence thafterwards. Most Indians do not
Mahabharata. While it impacted thefreedom; we shall have to strivesecond sarsanghachalak of RSS Mf@alize that the map of India would not
spiritual quotient of young Patel, it washarder to justify it. Patel was Golwalkar writes to Sardar Patel, “ look anything like it does today had
his father who introduced him to theclearly conscious of the fact thathave decided to meet friends likdPatel not contributed to iWithout
world of peasantryroungVallabhbhai independent India needed a stedfenkatarama ji etefter meeting him him, large chunks of India would have
used to accompany his father to thérame to run its civil, militaryand and after attending to preliminary broken away through malicious intent.
fields and eventually became an expeedministrative bureaucracylis details with regard to our work, | He aimost single-handedly prevented
in land tilling and cattle tending, two faith in institutional mechanisms like shall do my best to call on you. | havehis balkanization from happening.
important aspects of cultivation. Sucthaving an organized commandearnt with sorrow that there has The one place where Patel could not
was his affection to his peasanbased army and a systemizedbeen some deterioration in yourentirely implement his wise policies is
ancestry that once aAmerican bureaucracy proved to be ahealth. This indeed has given méashmir and we are paying the price
journalist asked him about his culturablessing. It was Patel who senmuch anxietyThe county is in so for that even todayNext to Gandhi,
activities, to which he retortedAsk Indian navy to the port of much need of your able guidance andnd sometimes even better than the
me another My cultue is Lakshadweep at an appropriateservice. | pray god to grant you longMahatma, Patel understood the
agriculture’. time, as Pakistan was equally keeand healthy life. | hope till the time | grassroots ethos and culture of India.
The first spate of struggle that broughto occupy the strategically shall be able to meet you; you wouldf he would have lived even for a
Patel to public life was primarily his important islands. One can onlyhave much improved in your healthdecade after independence, possibly
journey as a peasant leadsis foray imagine what would have been theSome innermost feelings of heart arenany of Indias persistent issues
into public life and eventually into theplight had our neighbours inexpressible through the medium ofvould have been resolved”, observes
freedom movement was possiblesucceeded in her plans. He also préanguage. | am having suchHindol Sengupta, author of the
through successful satyagrahas iempted the relevance ofexperience while | am writing this upcoming Patel biography The Man
Barod and Kheda, wherein he througlindependent Tibet as a buffer statéetter to you. Who Saved India.
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