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India joins global initiative to
combat extremism online

inclusiveness and fosterfor action and enhance
economic growth. cooperation among the wid
It said the internet is, however range of actors with influend
India has joined a major global not immune from abuse byover this issue, includin
initiative to combat terrorism terrorist and violent extremist governments, civil societand
and extremism online and actors, and there is a need foonline service providers, su
secure the internet. collective efforts globally to as social media companies,
The initiative secure the internet from terroreliminate terrorist and violen
‘Christchurch call to action’ groups. This was tragically extremist content online.

— has been named after thehighlighted by the terrorist The event to launch of th
New Zealand city where 51 attacks in Christchurch whichinitiative was attended b
people were killed in an attack were designed to go viral, it several world leaders and hig|
on mosques. said. ranking officials including from
It was launched in Paris The declaration said, thelndia.
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yesterday by India, France,dissemination of such The initiative outlines
New Zealand, Canada andcontent online has adversecollective, voluntar
several other countries. impacts on the human rightscommitments from

The declaration on of the victims, on our governments and onlin
Christchurch call to action collective security and on service providers intended
said a free, open and securgeople all over the world. address the issue of terror|
internet is a powerful tool by The declaration said theand violent extremist conte
which to promote Christchurch attack online and to prevent the abul
connectivity enhance social highlighted the urgent needof the internet.

Trinamool edgy as internal analys
indicates Left vote may shift to BJ
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improve its tallyis enjoying the shifting to the BJProu should
political mood swing in Bengal. ask Trinamool how both the
Recentlyinaninterviewto HT leaders and voters are al
One hundred and ninety-nineAssam minister Himanta Biswa shifting to the BJP Another
years after his birth, Bengal' Sarma said, “The right-thinking CPI(M) leader said “in the highl:
Renaissance icon Ishwarpeople [who] belong to CPM, polarized Bengal election, th
Chandra Vidyasagar has belong to Congress and everbinary is Trinamool versus BJ|
become a poll plank in thebelongto TMC... are votingforand so we have son|
eastern statéAnd the ruling BJP... In a political sense, youdisadvantage.”

Trinamool Congress (TMC) hascan say that CPM votes areThe vandalism irVidyasagar
quickly used the vandalism in abeing transferred to the BJP;College and the destruction
Kolkata college named after himthis is one part of the stofgut ~ Vidyasagais bust have led to
to reach out to unusuall believe that CPM, Congressbarrage of protests on soci
quarters: the Lef' educated, and TMC — the right-thinking media, mostly by educate
middle-class vote bank. people of all these three partiesBengalis for whonVidyasagar|
The internal reports andthey are voting for PM Modi remains a Bengali icon. Hi
feedback of TMC suggest thatthis time.” book, ‘Barnaparichay’, stil
the Lefts vote — as much asThe CPI(M), or Communist remains the most popular prim)
30%inthe 2014 general electiorParty of India (Marxist), for beginners to learn th
— is shifting to some extent to leadership is also aware of theBengali language. Th
the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJPyround situation. CPI(M) Trinamool held protests both
as the latter is recognised as @olitburo member Nilotpal Basu Kolkata and elsewhere, whi
key challenger to the Trinamool.said onWednesday “Both the BJP quickly called a pres
“Our prospects now hinge onTrinamool and BJP are conference to blame Trinamo
the level of shift of the Left vote. publicizing the crack inthe Ledt' for the vandalismAnd the Left
We hope to get more than 30vote. But why is Trinamool marched on the streets
seats but if the Left loses morecrying over this theory? EvenKolkata blaming both th
than 10% of its share, we mayMamata said why Left vote is Trinamool and the BJP

even go down to 25,” saiq a -
saenmunepaneies  RANUI Gandhi meets
Alwar gang-rape survivp
- says ‘justice will be done

also fear that in at least 15 se
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where the minorit:
concentration is lowthe BJP|

New Delhi May 16,
li

has garnered consideral
strength to take on th
Trinamool.And any addition,
particularly from the Lef§ vote
base, will give the BJP furthg
recognition among the Beng4
middle class.

Trinamool’s chief spokespersq
Derek O’Brien, however|
maintains that “our party unds
the leadership of Mamatj
Banerjee will improve its tall

After what happened o
Tuesdaywe will not allow the|
BJPto gain ground inVest
Bengal.” In the 2014 electior
Trinamool got 34 seats whil
the BJP won just 2 out of the 4
parliamentary constituencie
Trinamool has been in power
Bengal since 2011.

The Lefts vote share stood

30% in the 2014 polls while thy
BJP bagged 16% of the popul
votes. The popular narrati

about Bengal is that the BJP
trying to consolidate Hind
votes and in the remaining nil
seats, the vast Hindi-speakir
population in the state i
supportive of the BJPhe Left,

struggling to retain its relevanc
sees the BJP as a lesser eng
than the mighty Trinamool tha
dislodged it from power and a
into its erstwhile minority vote
base.

The BJPhoping to drastically

OnApril 26, five men had rape|

of her husband, and lat

Congress president Rahukirculated the video on soci:
nGandhi on Thursday met themedia.All the accused havi
woman who was gang-raped irbeen arrested. The Congre
o RajastharsAlwar onApril 26.  government in Rajasthan h
igHe promised swift action faced criticism over lack of

h “justice will be done”. Rajasthan police alleged|
“I spoke toAshok Gehlot Ji after delayed the filing of a Firs|
I heard about the incident. Thisinformation Report (FIR)An
h, is not a political issue for me.FIR was filed only after a
e Justice will be done and actionpurported video of the sexu
owill be taken against culprits,” assault began circulating g
g.said Rahul Gandhi illwar. He  social media.
nsaid a message should be sefrime Minister Narendra Mod
that ‘this will not be tolerated.” had referred to the gang-ra
htThe Congress chief wasincident at a poll rally an
e accompanied by CMshok  attacked the Congress. He h
aGehlot, state Congress chieflso asked Bahujan Samaj Pg

jsecretaryAvinash Pande andwithdrawn support from th
Alwar MP candidate JitendraCongress government i
eSingh. Rahul Gandhi wasRajasthan. Mayawati had h
ngecheduled to visit the survivorback at PM Modi accusing hi
ison Wednesday but had toofindulging in “dirty politics”.
postpone it due to bad weathertAshok Gehlot on Thursda
eOn PM Narendra Mod§ accused PM Modi of doin
nq}harges of negligence by statgolitics over the issue said &
t government in the case, RahuFIR was lodged on May 2. “H
eGandhi said, “I am not here to(Modi) speaks lies, which i
do politics over the issue. | amunfortunate. The entire BJP
here to meet the family and theyprotesting, shows who is doin
will get justice” politics,” Gehlot said.

a married Dalit woman in front

against the culprits and saidprompt action in the case. The

eSachin Pilot, AICC general chief Mayawati she had not
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Assam govt orders inquiry into

Home Minister speaks to
Assam CM over grenade blas
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Home Minister Rajnath Singh has spokeAssam Chief
Minister Sarbananda Sonowal regarding the grenade b
in Guwahati that injured 12 people last night.

Mr Sonowal apprised the Home Minister about the curr
situation. Mr Singh wished the speedy recovery of ]
injured.

Police and other agencies are investigating the incider
TheAssam Chief Minister has ordered that® DGPto
conduct an inquiry into the blast.

The Chief Minister will hold a high-level security meetin|
in Guwahati this evening.

Several senior police and Home department officials
attend the meeting. Security has been beefed up in the|
after the incident.
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Police Commissioner visited
the blast spot and hospitals
where injured people are|
€Assam Chief Minister peing treated.
OSarbanand Sonowal hasDGP Kuladhar Saikia said that
Sbrdered the Director General ofpolice investigation is on.
NtPolice to conduct an inquiry Guwahati city is on following
Sthto the Guwahati blast. the blast. Banned outfit UIAF
Condemning the blast, the(Independence) claimed the

Chief Minister said that responsibility of the blast. " N .
f@prits must be arrested 12 person were injured in weThree terrorists killed, army jawan

n .
h martyred in Pulwama encounter

SO 12 persons wereexplosion outside a mall
Agen during pre dawn hours.

red in the grenade blastZoo Road in Guwahati o
F%uwahati last night. Wednesday oy
0 New Delhi May 16, Security sources said that
arms and ammunition was also

Most of the injured persons Police report said that t
are stable nowSenior police unknown bike-borne lobbed

PSn Jammu & Kashmijrthree recovered from the encounter
terrorists were killed and ansite.

rofficials said that motor grenade on state police troo|
'darmy jawan martyred in anThe authorities imposed

seycle-borne miscreants and fled the spot.
hurled grenade at Zoo RoadPolice had been conductir
1€encounter in Dalipora village curfew in Pulwama town.
of Pulwama district. Internet services in Pulwama

area. search operation since tf
€Among injured, 2 are SSB blast took placelll the injured

i Two security personnel and aand adjoining areas have been
d civilian were also injured in snapped as a precautionary

Ppersonnel, deployed near avere taken to Guwahal
the operation launchedmeasure.
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€security picket. Several Medical College Hospital an
ministers, DGP and Guwahatiare undergoing treatment.

;TN Islamic group linked to Lanka Easter
i blasts decries ‘terrorist’ tag

e

h
P The deadly Easter terror attack,
Nin Sri Lanka that claimed 25
€lives has puframil

ardliner religious TNTJ’s links to the prime religious magazine, Ekathuvam
rganisation, but it insists thatsuspect NTJ; one article (Which translates to ‘oneness),
253t had nothing to do with the praises BBGS “even-handed and booklets fitled Kolgai
< ) -speaking serial blasts oApril 21, Easter coverage” de-linking them Vilakkam  (‘ideological
lllslamlstgroups on e|thersnde3unday that occurred in tS from the banned Sri Lankanexpl_anatlon’), and
Plof the Palk Strait under thesepastiare  church  in group; several articles Manithanukketra Margam
stcanne.r The YNauonaI_ Negombo, among otherdenounce IS as an Jewish(‘thebestpathf(_)rman').
Thowheed Jama'ath (NTJ) iSchyrches, and in many luxuryAmerican enterprise. The The TMMK and its later avatar
£ one of the prime suspects thaf,o1e1s in Colombo. receptionists phone hast’ TNTJ, has often been critical
the Sri Lankan governmentriesof tongue stopped buzzing. Theof the DMK and Tamil
banned in the immediate|, “the aftermath of the attendant, a bearded man in higationalist groups for their
aftermath of the eight serialyomiings, multiple media twenties, patiently directs all Support of the militant Sri
blasts, for which the Isl_amlc reports linked the Chennai-media queries torNTJ's Lankan separatist movement
State (I_S_) has claimed headquartered TNTJ to theleadership. Though Hindiis notled by Liberation Tigers of
[ responsibility " ayacks Torcing its leaders tothe lingua franca here, heTamil Eelam (T'TE). The
Presuje_zm Maithripala Sirisenasgqress a press conference taddresses everyone with theoredominantly Hindu and
used his emergency Powers tQey the allegations, as well asiorth Indian suffix ji". Catholic LTTE’s expulsion of
ban the NTJ and anome’_condemnterror attacks as antiTNTJ runs 600 mosques in allTamil-speaking Muslims from
 group known as the Jamathejg|amic, districts of the state, conductsthe territories under its control
Millathu Ibraheem (JMI). «Connecting NTJ with TNTJis summer camps for children,in the 1980s sowed the seeds
. rSecurity and counter terrorismyjy e sayingAll India Anna  and also provides ambulancef distrust.
[ expertsin Sri Lanka believe thepaviga Munnetra Kazhagamservices, medical andUp until 2018, PJ, 66, was the
¢ hitherto little-known NTJtobe (A|ADMK) and Dravida educational help to the poorface of TNTJ. Last year
Sﬁ? organisation that split from ynnetra Kazhagam (DMK) within the community and howeverhe was expelled when
LJhe Sri Lank_a Thowheed 516 sister groups becaus@rganises blood donationmultiple audio recordings
k Jamaath (SLJ)in2014. pK is common to both their camps. It runs old age homes(purportedly in his voice) of
SLTJ, a prominent Muslim amesThowheed is aArabic homes for children without explicit sexual conversations

y outfit that seeks to spread aygrq that means oneness ofamilies and Islamic schools. It with women, began to circulate.
i fundamentalistWahhabi Gog, and several organisationslaims to have a membershipBom in Thondi, a small seaside
version of Islam has a trackyse it. No government hasof nearly one million. town in the Muslim-dominated

record of inciting racial hatred, |ined us with NTJ; i onlythe A hardliner view region of Ramanathapuram on
pyvandalising Buddhist placesy,ngiwork of some media TNTJ claims to be the largestthe south-eastern coast of
nof worship, and openly 15,565 that seek to spreadduslim group inTamil Nadu Tamil Nadu, just across a

endorsing the IS brand of yischief and defame real Islamwith membership exceeding astretch of sea from Sri Lanka,
 violent jihad. In 2016, SLY'S  \ve work closely with SLJ, a million. It was established in he built TNTJ bayan by bayan
Jegeneral secretaAbdul Razik neaceful organisation that2004 by P Jainulabdeen— the Arabic term used by

was arrested for hate speectfnciions within the laws of Sri (popularly known as “PJ”) as a TNTJ followers for speeches

he Tamil NaduTho_wheed Lanka. Whoever has carriednon-political organisation to based on the teachings of

lamaath (TNTJ), which inthe g, the attacks cannot be areapread a hardcore SaudiQuran and HadithA small,

ftermath of the bombmgs,Mus”m’n says B Abdul Wahhabi inspired version of dark-skinned man, with a closely
, found itself in the eye of the Repman, a tall, slender man in'slam. The TNTJ's precursr  timmed beard, P9speeches are
nstorm — initial reports by pig mid-thirties who is the vice the quasi-politicaTamil Nadu available onYouTube.Almost
jtmedia houses laid the blameyresident of TNTJ. Muslim Munnetra Kazhagam always attired in a full-sleeved
of the terror aftack onthem —yyhen HT visited them earlier (TMMK), also led by PJ, was a shirt, a white lungi, a prayer cap
is a bonafide fiate of SLTJ.  his month, the cramped three somewhat bigger tent thatand brown tinted Ray-Ban
Both organisations actively gigrey headquarters, attempted to electorally rally aviator glasses, he spedksnil
;collabo_rate _toyvar_ds surrounded by power tools andthe state$ 6-7% Muslim with a thick Madurai accent. The
translating and distributing eyile sellers in the wholesalepopulation. In the 2011 only foreign words used in RY
p versions of the Quran, yade hub of the old British assembly polls, its political bayans are direct, extempore
L spreading the message OLettiement of Gege Town, wing, Manidhaneya Makkal quotations from the Quran in
swhatthey claimis true Islam; chennai, was abuzz with Katchi won two seats, as an allyArabic. TNTJ's version of Islam
the SITJ has also hOStEdactivity. of the AIADMK. In the does not even attempt any
TNTJleadersinSriLanka.  pndreds of bundles of following elections, it tied up indigenisation. There is no
Beyond religious ideology TnTys mouthpiece, a 16-pagewith the DMK, and contested mention of Deoband, the pre-
the two organisations areym weekly tabloid called on four seats. It won none. eminent seminary of sub-
conjoined by the bonds of ynaryy [which loosely The TMMK, eventually ~continental Islaminits literature.
Tam_ll Ilngms_tlc identity yranslates to ‘consciousness’morphed into a hardliner Anoverwhelming majority of the
Musl|r_ns comprise nearly_lo% are piled up ready for dispatch.proselytising organisation young people who now form
of Sri Lankas population. gyery inch of the tabloid datedcalled TNTJ that sought to TNTJ's leadership at the state
Concentrated in the no_rth andMay 3-9, 2019, is devoted toreplace other branches of Islanind district levels were inspired
east of the countrs majority e Sri Lanka terror attacks. Inincluding Sufism and Shiaism by PJ.

D

=)

>

Q

Edited by Rinku Khumukcham, Owned and Published by Iboyaima Khuman at Keishamthong Elangbam Leikai, Imphal and PrintedNt{s hinplaal Times Printers, Elangbaieikai ImphalWest, Contact No2452159, Resident EditodeetAkoijam



