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Mission schools crisis: It
is the govt. that creates
the problem
Every year, Catholic run Mission school, particularly
the Nirmalabas HS, Little Flower School, Catholic School
and the St. Joseph High School (now upgraded to Higher
Secondary School) face tremendous crisis during the
time of Admission. However, the Missionaries who run
those schools always ensure normal flow of the
academic atmosphere without making any mistake
and ensuring safety of the students.
At a time when the state government had publicized
to improve the condition of the government school,
which have teachers with triple the salary then that
of these private schools, witnessed over 1000s of people
line up in front of the four schools for getting admission
of their sibling. The picture caught on the day was
terrible, traffic movement was put to complete halt
at Gandhi Avenue road here in the middle of the city
called Imphal. Unofficial source said that almost all
those standing in queue for getting admission to the
school are all either government employees or the
high class family.
The unofficial source further said that many
desperate parents who failed to get admission to these
schools search for people who could admit their children
by even spending lakhs of rupees. Imphal Times source
said that some even paid over Rs. 1 lakh to 2 lakhs to
people who have good connection with the school
authority.
The problem happening at the Catholic schools here
in Imphal is an open secret and as a result an UG had
taken advantage as it appears to be an easy revenue
for them.
Now intake of students in lower class has already
been over and school academic curriculum now already
entered quarter of the year. The students studying in
class X have to complete their syllabus before December
and for that each school authorities should be busy on
how to make their school produce the top students.
But the culture of begging quotas in these four schools
is going to distract the students, if the present
problems between an UG group and also the school
authority have not been settled. These is being
speculated as another UG group, which claimed to go
hand in hand with the earlier UG, that even blasted
bomb at Catholic School Canchipur had threatened to
obstruct the academic curriculum.
Now, if these UGs started interfering, one wanders
the fate of our children studying there.
These mission schools are the de-facto of the
Manipur society as their products are excellent. Even
though their mission is to encourage Christianism, no
students were compelled to opt Christians as their
religion. They only give good education to the people
irrespective of which religion they belong too. Almost
all the young bureaucrats, scientists, academician are
the product of these schools.
The recent disturbances seem to be rather an
attempt to derail the good service of these mission
schools.
When ponder on why so much harassment are given
to these schools, it is the government who had time
and again promised to improve the condition of the
government schools.
Everyone knows, even the teachers of the
government schools knows the present awful condition
of government primary schools n the state. So it should
be the government which is responsible in creating
trouble in these premier mission schools.
Any unwanted incidents arises which hurt the
sentiment of the parents should be the responsibility
of the government.
At this point this paper would like to remind the
assurance of the Chief Minister N. Biren Singh which
promised to formulate a mechanism to ensure sons
and daughter of all government employees goes to
government school. It is a breach to the fundamental
rights of the parents serving as government employee
but certain mechanism can be made to make sure
that these government employees looking for the
welfare of the government schools sent their children
to the govt. schools. Or else government should learnt
how the Delhi Government are running the govt. schools
in New Delhi
Hope the UGs in conflict with the Catholic schools
should resolve their issues at any cost, perhaps with
the help of the state government.
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The Time for a Minimum Income
Guarantee in India Has Come
By - Nayanika Mathur
Courtesy- The Wire
After some vague initial murmurs,
the Congress party has finally
announced a minimum income
guarantee as part of its 2019
election manifesto.
With the eye-roll worthy acronym
of NYAY, it has already led to a
predictably polarising response.
An Economic Times editorial
neatly encapsulates the responses
by describing it as “between
promising the moon and simply
loony”.
The fact of the matter is that
NYAY does not promise the
moon, unless a family income of
Rs 12,000 per month in
contemporary India is considered
such. We are talking about giving
a top-up income of a maximum
of Rs 6000 per month to identified
families – not to exceed 20% of
the population – which is the very
least a state with extremes of
poverty like India should be aiming
for.
Nor is NYAY anywhere near
‘loony’. Rather, it is very much in
keeping with trends in the global
South of moving towards cash
transfers in order to ensure a basic
income for all citizens. Arguably,
such a state-sponsored system of
ensuring a base level of human
existence has existed for much
longer in Europe, with even the
United Kingdom holding onto its
system of benefits.
In his recent book, Give a Man
a Fish, the anthropologist James
Ferguson considers the move
towards basic incomes and cash
transfers, particularly in the
African context. Many of his
arguments hold salience for India,
especially if the Congress were
to be able to form a government
after May 23, 2019. Even if the
Congress’ vision of NYAY
doesn’t happen immediately,
there is no doubting the clamour
for minimum incomes is growing
louder and it is – irrespective of
the political party/coalition that
forms the government next month
– an idea whose time has finally
come in India.
Ferguson’s book poses a question
that has been puzzling many
commentators, academics, and
development analysts. The
question is: how is it that social
protection and neoliberalism are
increasing at one and the same
time? In other words, in an era
when the free market is on the
ascendant and neoliberal thought
is firmly entrenched, why has
there been a simultaneous
expansion in state policies that
enjoin a greater amount of
spending on welfare functions?
Neoliberalism is, after all, widely
associated with a rolling-back or
downsizing of the welfare state.
But what we are witnessing in
many states of the global South
that are neoliberal/neoliberalising,
is not less but greater levels of
social assistance.
Furthermore, these policies are
not comprised of the type that can
be easily tarred with the neoliberal
brush such as microfinance or
microcredit. Rather, the really
astonishing new measure is that
of cash transfers. This is a policy
of just giving money to the poor.
Furthermore, this cash is being
handed over to “able-bodied” men
– the traditional worker/producer
figure – and not just to those
categories that had been
previously deemed “vulnerable”

such as the old and infirm or single
mothers.
A new welfare state in the
Global South?
The title of Ferguson’s book is a
reflection on the popular
developmental slogan: “Give a
man a fish, and you feed him for
a day. Teach a man to fish, and
you feed him for a lifetime.”
This commonplace saying
exemplifies a central desire of
welfarism, of getting men –
problematically, it is oftentimes
men – off any form of
dependency such as aid or charity
by converting them into active,
fulsome producers. Ferguson
contends that this oft-used slogan
– with the centrality it accords to
the production process and the
concomitant creation of
employment – holds increasingly
limited pertinence. High levels of
unemployment and a generalised
despair over finding jobs are
striking features of the
contemporary. If employment is
not or cannot be the goal to strive
for ,then what alternative paths
lie ahead?
Before our very eyes, claims
Ferguson, the classic patriarchal
figure of the man of the “give a
man a fish…” slogan is being
reconfigured as deserving of state
assistance. He is to be handed
cash not in return for labour
expended but just by virtue of
being a member of society; as his
rightful share and not as a loan or
charity.
This move would have been
unthinkable not so long back, given
a widely-held distaste both for
“just giving” and for cash/money
that is seen as a substance that
can breed idleness, dependency,
alcoholism, and other assorted
moral and social ills. It is nothing
short of remarkable, then, that
such a move is widely supported
by states ranging from Brazil to
Namibia and organisations such
as the World Bank as well as
prominent
intellectuals,
development practitioners, and
political commentators. This leads
Ferguson to herald the arrival of
a new kind of a welfare state.
Arguably, this is the same form
of a welfare state that the
Congress is envisioning in its
manifesto, particularly in the
minimum income guarantee
programme announced on March
25.
Politics of distribution, not
production
The defining feature of the new
welfare state is that it is not
centred upon creating greater
employment. Rather it is one
which is more concerned with
crafting new and more efficient
distributive measures. In so doing,
the new welfare states of the
global South are responding to the
reality that the demand for labour
or skilled workers is vanishing.
Ferguson argues that this is
particularly true for places such
as South Africa. This is also what
we are seeing in India, with rising
unemployment and the presence
of an enormous labour pool for
which the kinds of jobs that are
considered “productive” just
cannot be provided.
One of Modi’s biggest failures has
been this incapacity to create new
jobs and increase employment,
especially given the loud rhetoric
he and his party had created
around it prior to their electoral
victory in 2014. The Congress is
obviously alive to this major failing

of the BJP. It has to come up with
some measure that can
concretely address the lack of
jobs.
Secondly and relatedly, Ferguson
notes that waged work is not the
means through which most people
in Africa obtain their livelihoods.
Vast numbers of the poor in
southern Africa are managing to
survive through what he terms
“improvisation in conditions of
adversity”. This “survivalist
improvisation” is achieved by
accessing or making claims on
others’ resources – through the
cultivation of relations of
dependence.
Ferguson is careful to point out
that reliance on forms of
redistribution should not be seen
as yet another instance of African
“backwardness”. It is, in fact, a
global phenomenon as evidenced,
for instance, by the official
statistics of the United States
where only 60.7 % of the
population is to be found in
employment; even in the classic
“breadwinner” category of men
aged 25-54, one out of five men
remain out of employment. The
rest are just managing to,
somehow, get by.
“Copycat schemes”
The new welfare state that we
are seeing across the global South
is thus a pragmatic response to
the twin contemporary features
of massive unemployment and
overproduction. Finding newer
and more efficient means of
distribution is the need of the hour.
Enter cash transfers and the
demands for basic incomes/
sustenance that are in evidence
in many parts of the global South
from basic income grants (BIG)
in Namibia to ‘basic rent’ in
Brazil.
The new politics of welfare is
centred not on greater production,
but on newer forms of distribution.
Indeed, the minimum income
guarantee that the Congress is
setting out is not, then, such a
radical departure from policy
measures made by other states
such as South Africa, Brazil,
Nigeria, Argentina, Chile, and
Malawi. Rather, it appears to be
very much in keeping with global
trends.
There are still no universal and
firm conclusions that the literature
on cash transfers and minimum
incomes is showing us from
across Africa and South America,
though by and large the analyses
tend to be positive and hopeful.
The overall signals appear to be
that this is a welfare experiment
worth considering, but it has to be
done with care and with an eye
to the specifics of each country/
region under consideration.
Potential pitfalls of NYAY
Even though the minimum income
guarantee programme is merely
at the manifesto stage at this
point, we should exercise caution
before we start celebrating it as
a victory for India’s beleaguered
developmental state. While we
can be cautiously optimistic about
its progressive potential, there are
at least two serious concerns
worth voicing.
The first is the fear, not entirely
unsupported by certain signals as
well as what has been happening
in India over the past five years,
that cash transfers to the poor will
allow the state to roll back its other
welfare functions such as access
to subsidised or free health and
education.

There is a particular fear that a
minimum income guarantee could
accomplish a dismantling of India’s
long-standing public distribution
system (PDS) that has provided
subsidised food and grains to the
poor. We are aware of the
systematic undermining of
MGNREGA in the recent past.
There is already talk from the
Congress of “rationalisation” of
expenditure, that could end up
cutting back on other functions of
India’s welfare state. The nearhysteria on the projected costs of
the proposed minimum income
guarantee and the tut-tutting about
“fiscal discipline” could end up
leading to cuts in other welfare
activities.
In short, instead of an expanded
welfare state – which India
desperately needs – we could end
up with an even more trimmed back
one, even as the government could
gesture to the minimum income as
an act of radical generosity.
Secondly, the minimum income
guarantee could also come to be
locked into a tight embrace with
Aadhar. Speaking from an
implementation perspective there is,
in fact, no necessity for NYAY to
be wedded to Aadhaar. The
targeting and identification of
potential beneficiaries can happen
through other means in a more
effective manner. However, there
is a danger that this marriage of
convenience might take place, not
because there is a real need for it
but rather because these two
measures often go hand-in-hand;
cash transfer programmes around
the world often do end up being
routed through biometric IDs.
There are several problems with
Aadhaar
including
its
unconstitutionality; the threats to
privacy and danger of state
surveillance it poses; and potential
for misuse by an assortment of
actors. To my mind, Aadhaar is
particularly problematic in the
context of welfare initiatives due to
the profound techno-utopianism it
carries with itself – the belief that a
new technology can fix all
implementation problems and lead
to transparent governance of the
complex state that is India.
Finally, not only is there no real
evidence that Aadhaar works better
than, say, a ration card or a BPL
card, there is also the fact that the
forms of exclusions this ID can –
and has – led to are staggering in
scale and nothing short of criminal
in their consequences. Once again,
there has not been a direct linking
of NYAY and Aadhar quite yet in
the early manifesto announcement,
but it is critical that this automatic
marriage of the two is not assumed
or presented as a fait accompli.
Ultimately, the talk of a minimum
income guarantee is a welcome
return to substantive issues of policy
and the question of what kind of a
country India can imagine itself
becoming. In lieu of tedious Twitter
games of chowkidar-chor, familiar
allegations of corruption/dynasty, or
the hatred inherent in cow-politics,
we finally have a pronouncement
that can restore some faith in a
politics that might, just might, be
genuinely about distributive justice.
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