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Blame it on Rahul Gandhi, says
Rajnath Singh on Karnataka crisis
NDTV
New Delhi, July 8,
Union Minister Rajnath Singh
today asserted in parliament
that the ru lin g BJP had
“nothing to do with” the crisis
in Kar natak a, w here th e
Congress-Janata Dal Secular
coalitio n is f igh ting fo r
sur v iv al af ter mu ltiple
resignations.
“Ou r p ar ty d oes n ot pu t
pressure on any other party’s
lawmaker or legislator. It is
Rahul Gandhi who started the
resignation spree,” Rajnath
Singh said in the Lok Sabha.
Rajnath Singh’s co mments
came as the Co n gr ess in
parliament accused the ruling
party of trying to destabilize
state governments to seize
power.
Th e r u lin g co alit io n in
Kar n at ak a p lu n ge d in to
crisis after 13 lawmakers from
both partners resigned last
week.
The resignation of a minister,
an independent lawmak er,
who has pledged his support
to th e BJP, co u ld b e th e
proverbial straw.
With 14 exits, th e ru lin g
coalition drops to 104, which
is two short of the effective
majo r i ty mar k af t er th e
resignations. The BJP, after
winning the support of one
more lawmaker, will have 106.
The Congress and JDS have
accused the BJP of flying the
rebel lawmakers to Mumbai
and sequestering them at a
five-star hotel in preparation

for staking claim to power.
BJP Karn ataka ch ief BS
Yeddyurappa had said, “Let’s
w ait a n d w atch . Ar e w e
sanyasis (hermits)? After the
resignation process is over
an d th e sp eak er tak es h is
decision, leaders of our party
will discuss and decide.”
Mr Yeddyurappa was chief
minister for three days before
he was forced to step down
after failing to gather enough
numbers to form government

in May last year.
Th e Co ngress and JDS of
Ch ief
Min ister
HD
Kumaraswamy th en came
together to try and keep the
BJP out of the government.
Both parties have been trying
to persuade the rebels who
resigned on Saturday - eight
from the Congress and three
from the JDS.
The independent lawmaker
wh o may have tipp ed the
balance, Nagesh, has left for

Mumbai, which has become
the base of the rebels.
The BJP has said it should
be inv ited to fo rm a n ew
government but it has denied
the coalition’s accusations
o f engin eer ing th e crisis.
“This was an opportunistic
alliance to prevent the BJP
from coming to power. It has
faced problems from Day 1.
Don’t blame the BJP for your
own faults,” said the party’s
Nalin Verma.

Kumaraswamy govt loses
support of another MLA, could
lose majority too
Agency
Bengaluru July 8,
H Nagesh, an Independent
legislator who was inducted
into the HD Kumaraswamy
council of ministers in June,
q uit the go v er n ment an d
w ith dr ew su p po r t to th e
Janata Dal Secular-Congress
coalition on Monday.
“I withdraw my support to the
government headed by Shri
HD Kumaraswamy. In view of
the same, suitable action may
be taken,” Nagesh said in a
letter to Governor Vajubhai
Vala. In a second letter, Nagesh
exten ded h is u neq uivo cal
support to a BJP government
that may stake claim to form
the government.

Nagesh ’s with d raw al o f
sup p or t implies th at th e
Kumaraswamy government
won’t have the majority status
once the Speaker accepts the
resignation of 12 Congress
and JDS lawmakers who put
down their papers last week.
Nin e o f them are bein g
seq u ester ed in a lu xur y
Mumbai hotel to make sure
that the JDS- Co n gr ess
coalitio n isn’t able to
persuade them to back down.
I f all th e r esign ation s go
through, the JDS-Congress
coalitio n – w h ich is also
supported by the BSP’s lone
MLA - w o u ld h av e th e
su ppo rt of ju st ab out 105
legislators including Speaker
KR Ramesh Kumar.

Th e BJP, w hich h as 105
legislators, would cross the
majority mark with support
from Nagesh.
For now, the Kumaraswamy
gov er nmen t is r estin g its
h o pes o n Sp eak er KR
Ramesh Kumar who hasn’t
accepted the resignations so
far.
DK Shivakumar, the Congress
leader who has often played the
role of the coalition’s lead
tro ublesh ooter, said the
coalition was in touch with H
Nagesh. He also stressed that
the Kumaraswamy government
wasn’t in the red, yet.
“The resignations have to be
accep ted to mak e this a
minority government,” said
DK Shivakumar.

Sport News
Delhi’s Karan Vats &
Chandigarh’s Aryan enter finals

From a Correspondent
Rohtak, July 8,
Delhi, Punjab and Chandigarh
continued to shine at the 1st
ever Sub Junior Boys’ Boxing
Nationals with as many as 6
boxers advancing to the finals
of this prestigious national
tou rn amen t held at th e
Natio nal Boxing Academy
(NBA) here in Haryana on
Sunday. Karan Vats of Delhi
remains unstoppable as the
2018 Khelo I nd ia silver
medallist and National Boxing
Academy trainee is now one
win away from the gold medal
in 40k g f ollo win g h is 4-1
demolition of Chattisgarh’s
Wasim Khan. He will take on
Neeru of the Services, a 5-0
winner over Maharashtra’s

Vedantbengle.
Rudra (35kg) and Deepanshu
(43kg) ensured Delhi gets a
ch ance to top th e p odium
multiple times. While Rudra
edged Rajasth an ’s Dev
Katariya 3- 2, Deepan sh u
hardly broke a sweat in his 5-0
win over Bihar’s Rahul Kumar.
Standing between Rudra and
the coveted gold medal is the
Services’ Harsh, who dashed
h op es of Uttar ak h an d’s
Vish was
Meh r a
5-0.
Deepanshu would be put to a
stern test by Goa’s Rupesh
Bin d, w h o sh ow ed ample
fighting spirit to knock out the
Services’ Rajan 3-2.
Chan digar h’s
Ar yan
do min ated Go pal Katta of
Maharashtra 5-0 to keep their
gold med al h op es alive.

Services’ Nikhil Kumar, who
d ef eated Mizo ram’s LH
Peih neisa 3- 2, wo uld b e
looking to give some stiff
resistance to Aryan in the
summit clash on Monday.
Nikhil (46kg) and Lovi (49kg)
brought double delight for the
state of Pu n jab . Nik hil
remained sharp as ever to
score a flawless 5-0 win over
Arunachal’s Tadar Tadang.
Lovi too won by an identical
sco relin e
against
Maharashtra’s Harshwardhan
Wagh. While he gets to face
the
Serv ices’
Vinay
Viswakarma in the final, Nikhil
will be up against Ranjana
Rohith of Andhra Pradesh.
33 teams and 326 boxers have
participated in this seven-day
tournament.

India vs New Zealand, semi-final,
World Cup 2019: Who holds the
Kikheto Sema called upon North East people aces ahead of semi-final clash?
to come together for larger issues
Agency
New Delhi July 8,

NEPS
Tingkupathar (ASSAM), Jul
8,
Y Kikh eto Sema, I AS,
Commissioner & Secretary,
Land Resources Department,
Go vernmen t o f Nagalan d,
called upon the peo ple of
North East to come together
and fo cu s o n th e bigger
issues concerning them. He
was speaking at the Tuluni
Festival as Tuluni Papu on
July 6 at the Tingkupathar
Sumi Village under Assam’s
Tinsukia District.
While stressing on the need
for the Sumi Naga peo ple
living in the Upper Assam to
live in peace and harmony with
peop le of all co mmunities

esp ecially the Assamese
people, Kikheto Sema called
upon the people of North East
to come together and fight for
the larger issues concerning
them. “If you continue to fight
for the smaller issues, you are
going to miss bigger issues,”
he asserted. “It is time to focus
o n the larger issues
concerning the North East.”
Upper Assam Sumi people
comprising of six Villages in
Mar gherita Sub - Divisio n
u nd er Assam’s Tin su kia
District celebrated the Tuluni
Festival, the premier festival of
the Sumis, on July 5 & 6 at the
Tingupathar Sumi Village with
the theme – “Our Culture is
our Shield.”
The Co mmission er &

Secretar y recalled that the
areas were inhabited by some
Sumi Nagas as early as 198384 when they served there as
Political Labor Corps (PLC).
The Sumis settled in Sodiya
in 1904 and cleared thick
jungles and forests for Digboi
O il Refin er y. They also
particip ated in th e AngloAbor War in 1911. Later, among
other Naga tribes majority of
which consisted of the Semas
( Su mis) helped in th e
construction of Stillwell Road,
he added.
Kikheto Sema further said
since many of those Sumis
came in the area in the prime
of their youth, they married
and settled in the area. He said
the British gifted the land to

SEACO elects 18 office bearers for
its Thanga branch
IT News
Imphal, July 8,
Sou th East Asia Cu ltu ral
Organization (SEACO), an
organization which has been
working for the development
of Meitei culture and tradition
had open its Thanga Branch
and elect 18 office bearers in a

meeting held at the residence
of Oinam Maipak on June 29.
Advisor of SEACO, Longjam
Sanathoi Piba, Oinam Maipak
Meitei, Akham Langol and Vice
President of SEACO Moirang
Branch Moirangthem Mangi ,
Secr etary
o rganization
To ngbr am Ib omcha , and
memb ers
of
SEACO

Ahongsabam Marjit attended
the meeting as dignitaries.
In the meeting Oinam Maipak
Meetei has been elected as the
pr esid ent o f the SEACO
Thanga Branch, Heishanma
Momon Meetei as the Vice
Pr esident
an d
O in am
Premkumar as the Secretary
General.

the Sumis as requested by
them in recognition of their
help to the British. “This is
how the Sumis established
sev er al v illages in Up per
Assam,” he disclosed.
He said it was understandable
th at th e Sumi culture and
language in the area had taken
a diminutive image for some
time owing to inter-marriage.
Nevertheless, he lauded them
f or p u tting u p th eir b est
efforts to revive and preserve
it. He further encouraged them
to preserve the way of life and
language of the forefathers,
and “by doing this, it does not
d ish on or no r h ate o ther
cultures.”
He also urged the Sumis to
emu late their f or ef athers’
heroism in a positive manner.
Lau din g
the
Yo uth
Departments of Churches of
the six Su mi Villages fo r
organizing the program and
p reser vin g the cu ltu re,
Kikheto Sema, accompanied
by a h ost of GBs, eld er s,
students, and social leaders,
also h igh lighted on th e
signif icance o f Tulun i
Festival.
Western Sumi Kukami Hoho,
Vice Presid ent, Mugh av i
Awomi, Akukau (GB) and All
Sumi Stu d en ts’ Un io n
President, Atokiho Assumi
also exhorted the gathering
and urged them to maintain
their identity by preserving the
culture and language.
Ato Kuk au (Head GB) o f
Tingkupathar, Yetoi Awomi
d eliv ered the Welcome
Address while Sumi villagers
from Lal Pahar, Paharp ur,
Longtong, Balijan took part in
various traditional items.
The event was marked with a
rich and colorful display of
Sumi culture and tradition.

With South Africa’s win over
Australia in the last roundrobin match, India will now
meet New Zealan d in th e
Wor ld Cu p semi- final o n
Tuesday as the tw o teams
clash at the tournament for the
first time since 2003.
India vs New Zealand 1st semifinal, July 9
Last month’s fixture between
India and New Zealand was
abandoned. South Africa’s 10run win against Australia on
Saturday took Virat Kohli’s
men to the top of the table and
set up a clash against the 4thplaced Black Caps.
India have lost only one of
their nine league matches. NZ
were unbeaten in their first six
matches but after finishing the
group stage w ith losses to

Pak istan , Au str alia an d
England, it was only their net
run rate that earned them a
semi-final berth.
India go into the match strong.
Rohit Sharma has scored his
record fifth century in a single
Wor ld Cu p an d leads th e
tournament’s batting charts
with 647 runs. Virat Kohli has
hit five half-centuries to play
a k ey p ar t in h is team’s
victories. Pacer Jasprit Bumrah
has taken 17 wickets in eight
innings.
India vs New Zealand head-tohead
India and New Zealand have
played 106 ODIs so far, with
India winning 55 of them and
New Zealand emerging as the
better side on 45 occasions. 5
,matches have ended in no
results.
India vs New in World Cups
and semi-final

Virat Kohli retains top
position among batsmen
in latest ICC rankings
Ag ency
N ew D elhi J uly 8 ,
Team In d ia sk ip p er Virat
Koh li h as r etain ed th e to p
p o siti o n amo n g b atsmen
in th e latest ICC r an k in gs.
His d ep u ty Roh it Sh arma
b rid ged the gap at No . 2
f ollo win g h is r eco rd f iv e
Wo r l d
Cu p
to n s.
P a k i s t a n ’s Ba b a r A za m
h as go n e u p to th e thir d
p la c e. Au s tr a l ia o p e n e r
D a v i d Wa r n e r h a s r e en t er ed th e to p 10 at
nu mb er six.
I nd ia ar e r u lin g th e r o ost
in th e O DI r ank in gs w ith
p ace sp earh ead Jasp rit
Bu mr ah extending his lead

at th e top fr o m 21 p o ints
to 56 p oints after grabb in g
17 w ic k ets in th e n in e
lea gu e matc h es at t h e
Wo rld Cup . New Zealand ’s
Tr e n t Bo u lt r e main ed in
th e
sec ond
spot.
Ban gl ad e sh ’s S h ak ib A l
Ha s a n h a s r e t a i n e d t h e
to p sp o t amo n g a llr ou n d er s. I n th e ICC ODI
Team Ran k in gs, En glan d
r emain in f irst po sitio n at
123 p oin ts bu t on ly ah ead
of In dia on decimal po ints.
New
Ze a l a n d
and
Au s tr alia ar e simila r ly
b o th o n 11 2 w ith New
Ze a l a n d
fr acti o n al ly
a h e a d . S o u t h Af r ic a i s
f if th o n 110 po in ts.

India and New Zealand have
had 8 scheduled World Cup
matches between them, with
New Zealand leading 4 – 3
(with one abandoned match).
A recap of their encounters in
the World Cup
This semi-final will be played
at the same venue where India
& New Zealand first played a
Wor ld Cu p match against
each o th er: NZ wo n that
match, courtesy a century by
Glenn Turner.
Ind ia have never defeated
New Zealand in a World Cup
match in England (played 3,
lost 3).
The last time New Zealand and
India competitively played
against each other in a World
Cup match (i.e. 14th March
2003), Rishabh Pant was 5
years old.
This will be the first time that
New Zealand and India will
square off in a World Cup
knockout match.
Vira t Ko hli and Kane
Williamson, Déjà vu?
Kohli and Kane Williamson
led their sides at the Under-19
Wo rld Cup in 2008. Ind ia
defeated New Zealand in the
semi-final as Kohli scored 43
and also took two wickets,
including that of Williamson.
India won the WC
Australia vs England, 2nd
semi-final, July 11
Aaron Finch’s side take on
hosts England in Birmingham
o n Th u rsd ay b u t injur y
concerns threaten to derail the
p lans of th e d ef end in g
champions. They have called
in w icketkeeper -b atsman
Matth ew Wad e an d allrounder Mitch ell Marsh as
cover for their injured duo of
Usman Khawaja and Marcus
Stoinis. Khawaja was later on
ruled out of the tournament.
Australia had earlier drafted in
batsman Peter Handscomb for
the injured Shaun Marsh.
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