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National News

Labour Codes threaten Press Freedom: IJU
By a correspondent,
New Delhi, July 25,
The Indian Journalists Union
(IJU) on Wednesday gave a
clarion call to the working
journalists, editors to raise
their vo ice again st th e
n ef ario us designs of th e
National Democratic Alliance
(NDA) to cut into the roots of
press freedom in the country
by repealing two legislations
that p ro tect th e un iqu e
character of the profession of
journalism. In two Labour
Code Bills, one on Working
Conditions and the other on
Wages, introduced in the Lok
Sab ha on Tu esday, th e
gov er n men t pr o po sed to
repeal the Working Journalists
and
o ther
New spaper
Employees (Con ditions of
Service) and Miscellaneous
Provisions Act of 1955, and the

Working Journalist (Fixation
of rates of wages) Act, 1958
along with 11 other labour
laws.
In a statement on Wednesday,
the Indian Journalists Union
(I JU) Presiden t and Press
Council of India member Amar
Devu lap alli an d Secretary
General and IFJ Vice President
Sabina Inderjit lamented that
th e gov er nment so ugh t to
equate ‘fourth estate’ with any
other industry, but worse has
b razen ly f avo ur ed th e
corporate media barons who
h av e p er sisten tly b een
d eman ding to ab olish th e
Wage Board and do away with
the Working Journalists Act.
The I JU said the media
h ou ses time and again
challenged
th e
recommendations of the wage
bo ar ds fo r the newsp ap er
ind u str y
and
th e

constitutional validity of the
Working Journalists Act in
Sup reme
Co ur t
unsuccessfully.
They
said
that
“th e
government forgets the basic
foundation for the Working
Journalists Act was laid by the
Press Commission in 1954
when it put into perspective the
nature of the journalists’ job
saying “his work cannot be
measur ed as in o th er
industries” and that “insecurity
of tenure is peculiar to this
profession ....unemployment
would not necessarily have
th at
r esu lt
in
o th er
professions.”
The IJU leaders said that “A
free and independent Press is
paramount to any democratic
society and any attempts to
undermine the functioning of
the ‘fourth estate’ must be
fought tooth and nail as it

would have adverse affect on
the democratic polity. The
Government is misleading the
country, when it claims that it
has consulted all stakeholders,
for it has never discussed the
proposed changes with the
journalist trade unions in the
country”.
Th e I JU ur ged MPs, bo th
opposition and ruling party, to
ensure that the Labour Code
Bills are referred to concerned
Parliamen tary
Stan ding
Committee or a Joint Select
Co mmittee so that the
provisions of the proposed bills
are scrutinised minutely. At the
same time, the IJU has cautioned
the journalist fraternity across
the country that it does not
protest and garner support
against the Gov ernmen t’s
surreptitious move; it would be
a death knell for independent
media and rights of journalists.

Technology

Zoom Me and Kytes Mobiles Enters the Fast
Growing India Market
By-Sakshi Jaiswal
Shenzhen Guowei Network
Service Limited, a professional
and
rep uted
Mo b ile
Equ ipment O EM/ ODM
su pp lier h ead qu ar tered in
Shenzhen, China has today
ann ou n ced that it has
p ar tnered co nglomer ate,
Golden Impex to launch its
mobile brand, ZoomMe and
Kytes in the India market. The
company is looking at bringing
3 Smart phones & 7 Feature
Phones in the market under
both this brand.
The brand was launched by
famous Bollywood actress &
Model, Ms Neha Sharma.
Speaking at the launch, Mr.
Rajeev Tiwari, Vice President
– Sales & Distribution said
that th e pr imary b usin ess
objective at the outset is to
provide the right product, at
the right time, at the right price
and forge a strong business
r elatio nsh ip .”O ur tar get
customers primarily would be
p eo p le w h o are po ssibly
fence-sitters in the feature
phone segment but eagerly
anticipating an opportunity to
enter
th e
smar tp h on e
segment. We offer the price
advantage to make this target
aud ien ce
readily
bu y
Smartphone from their nearby
retail outlet. Our product is
designed to offer the best of
4G experience on the Latest
Android platform,”
Talking to the media during the
launch, Mr. Ma Jian – Vice
President – Overseas Trade ,
ZoomMe Mobile, Said We are
the leading manufacturers of
both feature phones and smart
phones besides internet of
things (IoT) related product
includ ing smar t w ear able
device to home appliances.
With the launch of our smart
phones we are entering a very
robust but still growing Indian
mobile phone market. We are
confident that our value for
money products which are
technically sound will be able
to create a niche in India.”,
Under Kytes brand, the range
of feature phone with key
features like Vibrator, Multiple
Lan gu age Su pp o rt, Call
Recording, FM Radio, Digital
Camera, b lu eto o th etc) ,
includes ‘Kane’, ‘Hawk’ with
1050mAhBattery, ‘Pride’ with
2200mAhBattery, ‘Power’ with

Rajya Sabha passes POCSO
Amendment Bill with provision
of death penalty

Agency
New Delhi, July 25,

The Protection of Children
f r o m Sexu al O f f en ces
(Amendment) Bill, 2019 has
been passed by Rajya Sabha.
Th e b ill seeks to en han ce
p u n ish men t, in clu d in g a
provision for death penalty,
for committing sexual crimes
against children.
Rep lying to the d ebate on
the Bill, Women and Child
Development Minister Smriti
Iran i said gover nment has
sanctioned 1023 fast track
co u r ts
fo r
sp eed y
d isp en satio n o f p en d in g
cases u n d er PO CSO an d
sexual assault.
18 states h ave giv en their
co nsent to set u p the fast
track courts which will be
established within a span of
two years. The Minister said
government’s priority is to
en su r e th at ju st ice is
delivered to every child in
the country.
Th e to tal exp en d it u r e in
setting up these courts will
be 767 crore rupees out of
which 474 crore rupees will

be borne by the Centre. She
said t h ese Co u r t s w ill
function in addition to the
existing sessions courts.
Ms Irani said, an evaluation
would be made to ensure the
quality of justice that was
d isp en sed , th r o u gh an
institu tio n emp an elled b y
Niti Aayog with regards to
th is p r o cess, w h i ch th e
go v er n men t is ab o u t to
u n d er t ak e.Sh e sai d th at
currently 75000 children are
in 2000 child care homes.
She said , a Natio nal d ata
base of sexual offenders has
also been launched by Home
Min ist r y last ye ar an d
contains data of six lakh 20
thousand sexual offenders in
the country. The data helps
when such person goes for
emp lo ymen t
an d
th e
in stit u tio n sen d s th eir
in f o r m atio n f o r p o lice
verification.
I n o r d er to cu r b ch ild
p o r n o g r ap h y, th e Bill
provides that those who use
a ch ild fo r p o rn o gr aph ic

p u r p o ses
sh o u ld
be
punished with imprisonment
up to five years and a fine.
How ev er, in th e ev ent o f
seco n d o r su b se q u en t
conviction, the punishment
would be up to seven years
and fine.
Th e Bi ll d ef in es ch ild
pornography as any visual
depiction of sexually explicit
co ndu ct inv olv ing a child
in clu d in g
p h o to g r ap h ,
video , digital or computer
gen er ate d
image
in distin gu ish ab le f ro m an
actual child.
According to the amendment
b ill, th o se co mmittin g
penetrative sexual assaults
on a child below 16 years of
age would be punished with
imprisonment up to 20 years,
which might extend to life
imprisonment as well as fine.
I n case o f aggr avated
pen etrative sexu al assau lt,
the bill increases the minimum
punishment from ten years to
20 years, and the maximum
punishment to death penalty.

News from South East Asia
Singapore makes its biggest ever
illegal ivory seizure
Agency
Singapore, July 25,

3000mAhBattery, ‘Hero’ with
1500mAhBattery, ‘Marathon
Plus’ with 2500mAhBattery
and
‘Par k er ’
w ith
1750mAhBattery. The price
range starts from Rs. 500 to Rs.
1200.
Under Zoom Me brand, the
mob ile p h on es lau nched
today are a part of its popular
and state-of-the-art ‘M’ series.
The M series mobiles have
three variants M1, M2 and
M3. Th e M1 ran ge is
equipped with 18:9 Full View,
14CM 2.5D IPS Display and
comes with a RAM of 3GB and
ROM o f 32 GB, w hich is
expandable to 128 GB. Based
o n An dr oid 9.0 op er atin g
system and MediaTek Cortex
A53 Quad Core processor, this
smart phone has a dual rear
camera set up (13.0MP + 2.0
MP with flash) and 13.0 MP
f ro n t camera w ith flash .
Mor eo v er, the M1 smar t
phones also flaunt fingerprint
sen so r and a po w er fu l
3200mAh battery. The M1
smart phone will be available
at a retail price of Rs. 7349/On the other hand the M2
range of smar t phones are
b ased on An d ro id 8.1
operating system, MediaTek
Cor tex A53 Q uad Cor e
processor, 12.60 CM 2.5D 18:9
Full View IPS Display, 16GB
storage expandable upto 64
GB, 2.0 + 5.0MP AF Primary
camera with flash and 2.0 MP
secondary camera, fingerprint
sen sor
an d
2400mAh
battery.The M2 smart phone
will be available at a retail price
of Rs. 4785/The M3 r an ge of smar t
phones are based on Android
9.0 operating system and is
equ ip p ed with Med iaTek
Cor tex A53 Q uad Cor e
p ro cesso r, 15.5 CM IPS

Display - Waterdrop Notch,
3GB RAM, 32GB Stor age
exp and ab le u pto 128 GB,
13.0MP + 2.0MP AF Primary
camera with flash and 8.0 MP
Secon d ar y camera. This
p ho ne is p o wered w ith
f in ger p rin t sen so r an d a
battery of 3300mAh. The M3
smart phone will be available
at a retail price of 7875/”The in d ustr y r epo rts
suggest that the next wave of
gr ow th in mobile in tern et
users is going to come from
ru ral ar eas, w hich clear ly
means that the demand of
smart phones will increase
significantly in such places. In
fact in rural India, mobile
handset penetration is much
higher than TV. It is matter of
time before all these basic
mobile phone users will switch
to smart p hones. We as a
brand are well placed to cater
such an evolving rural market
besides consumers in metro
and secondary Indian cities,”
added Mr. Rajeev Tiwari, VP
Sales & Distribution
The company has three R&D
cen ter s in Ch in a in cities
including Shenzhen, Guizhou
and Kunming. It’s global sales
netwo rk is pr esent in k ey
global markets like Thailand,
Taiwan, Jap an, Sri Lank a,
Vietnam, South America, the
USA, Iran, France, Africa
among others. Furthermore
the company have tie-up with
Creatons Corporation Private
Limited for Manufacturing
under Make in India Program,
who will be having life time
exclu sive mass production
rights for Zoom Me and Kytes
while its being manufactured
and sold in India.
Ther e ar e 268 Mo b ile
Manufactures Registered in
India & we are Number 269. the

company is trying to achieve
a retail reach of 7,000 outlets.
“In th e 2nd p h ase, th e
estimated tar get is to b e
present in 10,000 outlets pan
India. A total business topline
of Rs 1000 crore by 2020
should keep us in good stead,
said Mr. KPK Selv ar aj,
President at Golden Impex, the
Brand Owners of ZoomMe
Mobiles in India.
Talking to the media during the
lau n ch , Mr. S Pranesh –
President, Golden Impex, said
th at the p rimar y bu siness
objective at the outset is to
provide the right product, at
the right time, at the right price
and forge a strong business
r elatio nsh ip . “Mo r e than
capturing market share in the
category, we would like to
con sisten tly b uild eq u ity
th ro ugh po sitive w or d of
mouth via 2 main channels –
retailers and end customers.
This can be possible through
keeping the basics right and
constantly value-adding to
the pr o du ct an d serv ice,
cou pled
with
str on g
messaging thr ough off line
and online mediums. From
there on we are looking at YoY
growth to the tune of 30%,”
said Mr. S Pranesh – President,
Golden Impex.
About Zoom Me Smartphones
& Kytes Feature phones :
Kytes and ZoomMe mobile
phones is a brand launched
by Shenzhen Guowei Network
Service Limited in association
with a Conglomerate Golden
I mp ex. Un der Zoo m Me
Mobiles brand, the company
has 3 models which starts
from Rs 5000 and goes upto
Rs 8000. Wh er eas Kytes
Mobiles is a mid-market brand
which has 07 models and the
price range is 500 to 1200.

Sin gap o r e has mad e its
lar gest ev er seizu re o f
smuggled ivory, impounding
a haul of nearly nine tonnes
of contraband tusks from an
estimated 300 elep h an ts,
authorities said Tuesday.
The illegal cargo, discovered
Sunday in a container from
the Democratic Republic of
the Congo being shipped to
Vietnam via Singapore, also
includ ed a h uge stash o f
pangolin scales — the third
su ch seizu re in as man y
months.
Officials said both the ivory
and pangolin scales were in a
co n tain er d eclar ed to b e
loaded with timber destined
f o r Vietnam and p assin g
through Singapore, a major
transhipment hub for global

trade.
On in sp ection , auth or ities
found 8.8 tonnes of elephant
ivo r y, th e Natio nal Park s
Bo ar d,
Cu sto ms
an d
Immigration and Checkpoints
Au th o r ity said in a jo in t
statement.
The ivory haul was valued at
$12.9 million and is “th e
largest seizure o f elep hant
ivory in Singapore to date”, it
said, and was estimated to
have come from 300 African
elephants.
Also found in the container
were 11.9 tonnes of pangolin
scales and estimated to be
worth about $35.7 million. The
scales were estimated to have
co me f r o m 2,000 o f th e
mammals.
It was the third interception
by Singapore of smuggled
pangolin scales since April
and brought the total haul in

just th ree mo n th s to 37.5
tonnes worth $112.5 million.
Singap or e said the seized
items would be destroyed.
Pangolins, also kn ow n as
scaly anteaters, are critically
end an gered. They ar e th e
w o r ld ’s mo st tr af f ick ed
mammals b ecause of th eir
meat, which is considered a
delicacy, and th eir scales,
which some believe to have
medicinal qualities.
Elep han t iv ory is cov eted
because it can be fashioned
in to items lik e comb s,
pendan ts and oth er exotic
jewellery.
The global trade in elephant
ivory, with rare exceptions,
has been outlawed since 1989
after the population of the
African giants dropped from
millio n s in th e mid -20th
century to around 600,000 by
the end of the 1980s.

Malaysia restarts rail link project
with China after cost cut
Agency
Kuala Lumpur, July 25,
Malaysia restarted the Chinalinked East Coast Rail Link
(ECRL) project on Thursday
(July 25) after downsizing
building costs by a third to
lighten the government’s debt
burden.
The rail project, led by China
Co mm u n icat io n s
Con str uctio n
Co
an d
Malaysia Rail Link Sdn., was
cancelled a year ago by Prime
Min ister
Mahathir
Mohamad’s new government
after he balked at the RM65.5
billion (S$21.7 billion) cost.
He revived talks later and in
April struck a deal with China
to cut it down to RM44 billion.
Malaysia hopes “the ECRL
will bring economic benefits to
the co u ntr y, n o t just in
construction, but that it would

also connect all the railway
tracks to the ports,” Transport
Minister Anthony Loke said at
the project relaunch in the east
coast state of Terengganu on
Thursday.
“Hen ce th e ship ping an d
logistics in du str y w o uld
cer tainly
en jo y
mor e
enco ur aging
in du str y
growth.”
Th e rail pro ject is on e of
several infrastructure projects
th at Tun Dr Mah ath ir h as
sought to revive to help stoke
economic growth, after a wave
o f sp end ing cu ts an d a
corruption crackdown last year
following his election victory.
For China, the resumption may
be a boon for its Belt and Road
In itiativ e, wh ich h as seen
Asian go v er nments f ro m
Myanmar to
Maldives
r eassessin g
Ch in ese
in vestments amid co ncern

over sovereignty and large
borrowings.
The 640km rail will connect
Peninsular Malaysia’s eastern
coast, whose economy lags
the wealthier western coast, to
states near the capital of Kuala
Lumpur when completed in
2026. Th e amen ded d eal
increases local contractors
participation while realigning
certain routes.
The p r oject’s co st had
balloon ed as con str uction
w en t u nd erw ay, with th e
finance ministry estimating
that the price tag could reach
as much as RM81 billion.
Dr Mahathir said the original
cost was inflated and would
have been lower if the deal inked during his predecessor
Najib Razak’s time as part of
China’s Belt an d Road
Initiative - was offered through
an open tender.

