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Respecting life and the
trust deficit- a call for
immediate remedy

Article 21 of the Indian Constitution clearly states that “No
person shall be deprived of his life or personal liberty except
according to procedure established by law.” Also, it is stated
in Article 22 that “No person who is arrested shall be detained
in custody without being informed, as soon as may be, of the
grounds for such arrest nor shall he be denied the right to
consult, and to be defended by, a legal practitioner of his
choice.” India’s Apex Court, The Supreme Court clearly states
that in matter relating to basic human rights or personal liberty,
International laws should be taken into account on top of the
articles provided by the Constitution of India. In spite of having
all these provisions in the Indian Constitution relating to basic
human rights and Liberty, there are reports of unrelenting
violations of human rights and torture in Police custody during
interrogation and even custodial deaths on a regular basis.

To torture an individual in Police custody during interrogation
is an inhumane act and one of the most condemnable acts in
human civilization. Such act has no place in a civilized nation.
If such type of act occurs, then it can be said that we are
regressing as a society. The duties of a police officer, also
known as a law enforcement officer, are to focus on protecting
people and property. But if these custodians of law happen to
act the opposite and start torturing individuals while in custody,
who will the common people turn to for protection? Such
atrocities by the Police and other law enforcement agencies
towards the people is the single biggest reason for the common
public for losing confidence in the Law of the Land.

To arrest and book a culprit is a basic duty of the police. But
to interrogate a culprit and torture using 3 degree methods
in Police custody is not permitted by the law. If a culprit or
suspect is to be interrogated then it should be done in a
scientific way. Police should understand the values of human
life. In one way, those Police which have wronged and used
extrajudicial force should not be spared too. Regardless of
ranks and social stature, those who have wronged should be
judged and punished as according to the rule of law in full
purview of the Public. Those who are representing the state
should all work in a way which is acceptable and appreciable
by the general people who are looking up to these authorized
law enforcers to protect their rights and lives. Victims of
Custodial death whose rights have been violated can now appeal
to law court for compensation from state and to punish those
responsible behind the death and these has now become the
law of the land.

A Verdict by Supreme Court clearly mentions that a culprit
who is convicted or those undergoing trial has to enjoy all the
fundamental rights mentioned in Article 21 of the Indian
Constitution and the state has to ensure that the rights are
not violated in any way. To strip an individual of all its rights
guaranteed by the Indian Constitution after arrest is wrong. A
convict lodged in Jail or those undergoing trial should be given
his basic Fundamental rights and this has to be ensure by the
competent Jail authorities and the Police. If any individual is
violated of his/her basic rights while in custody, state should
take appropriate action against those responsible. In such
case, state cannot escape citing “Sovereign Immunity”, clearly
states the Supreme Court of India. People living a carefree
and happy life is the most important law, as per Supreme
Court of India.

In a landmark verdict by the Supreme Court of India in 1997,
the apex court rules that any individual who has been arrested
or is going to be arrested should be given his Right to Live.
The ruling announces 11 points to be followed by the Police
and other related authorities. One of the points mentioned
that a Police officer should make his identity clear and should
wear a badge while making his arrest and a valid arrest memo
is to be used duly signed by two individuals, the arrested
individual is to have routine health checkup every 48hrs by
Doctors appointed by State Health Directorate and a lawyer of
the accused should be present during the entire interrogation.
The ruling further states that those Police officers violating
these points by Supreme Court can result in Departmental
action and even Contempt Case can be registered against the
authorities in a High Court. Violating this ruling of the Apex
Court, an SP in Assam was slapped with 50thousand rupees
fine and two years conviction.

There is still a long way to go in making the general public
reinvest their trust and confidence in the law enforcers of the
land. Until the trust and support of the mass can be won,
every other step towards improving law and order in a state
or a country will remain a tantalizing dream. It is the onus of
the state and central government to do the needful at the
earliest.
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ONTHE REFERENDUM IN IRAQI KURDISAN

Courtesy - Beyond the Horizon
By:- Prof. Jose Maria

heroic anti-fascist struggl&¥ill the the right hand of Zionism andthe anticolonial struggles that the
struggle of the Kurdistan workingimperialism in the region objectively Socialists of the Second
class against their own bourgeoisiéarm the revolutionary national andnternational did not recognize.
SisonSecessionism in Iraqi Kurdistanflourish and intensifyor will it be workers’ movements of all people ofThe Second International claimed
under the banner of referendum, irsuppressed due to a range of factotee region and even the Kurds?hat since they were “civilized” and
the service of imperialist and Zionistsuch as the following: theDoesn't the emergence of such &heir country was more advanced,
interests Communists agree with thgeographical situation of Kurdistan,counter-revolutionary  centreit was permissible in terms of the
principle of the right of nations to the real or fabricated permanenbbjectively harm the revolutionary interest of the global developments
self-determination by means of theitthreat by its neighbours, the use ofnd democratic unity of the workingand the growth of productive
own struggle and not by outsideunilateral and misleadingclasses of nations within eachforces thatfrican andAsian and
interventions. The communistspropaganda tools and pretexts (suatpuntry while representing a futileother colonies remain in the hands
achieved this principle through theiras “external threat”, “Kurdistan attempt that damages the struggle fasf colonialists.With respect to
struggles against colonialism andsecurity “, and “defense of thesocialism for all people of the pure democracyLenin never
imperialism, which violated and areexistence of the Kurdish people”),country? Doesn’t the counter-addressed the issue of the rights
violating national rightsAt the same  the brainwashing of the workers andevolutionary of nations to self-determination,
time, the communists do not issue éhe public by the imperialist decision of secession generate chasshich he correctly regarded as
blank check for the rights of nationspropaganda experts in favour of thén the region in the interest ofdemocratic bourgeois rights. There
to secede in all cases. In each caseKairdish bourgeoisie, and theimperialism is no right to suppressis no such right to pure democracy
concrete analysis must be carried outonversion of Kurdistan to a baser plot against other nations. NoDemocracy has always had class
in order to determine whether theofimperialism and Zionism? Itis clearnation can disassociate its fate froncontent. This should be taken into
secession will be in the best interesthat, as an accomplice to thehe fate ofother nations. No nation account with regards to the
of the struggle of the working classimperialism and Zionism, the can generate an atmosphere of faldeeatment of the right of people to
and in favour of the people againsbourgeoisie of Iraqgi Kurdistan hope for self-determination by meansletermine their own destinfhe
neo-colonialism, imperialism, andprovides a “calm environment” for of alliance with imperialism. Such aright of nations should be
Zionism. If not, the question the establishment of a nationalpation would become indifferentto theevaluated and given practical
becomes, “WI secession be in the jingoistic government. bloody repression of other people bysupport with consideration for the
service of world reaction that will 2) Iraqi Kurdistan opened the oilthe common enemy: the reactionarynterests of the communist
strengthen the counterrevolutions imesources to Israel in the aftermathulers of the region. The people of thenovement. From Marxism-
the world?”We agree with the ofits complicity with imperialism and region have the same destiny as theeninism’s point of view the
separation of Ireland and Scotlan@ionism in their invasion of Iraq and Palestinian people who are the victimgssuance of a blank check for each
from Britain, for example, becausethe overthrow of its UN-recognizedof Zionist aggression. group that is “fighting” in abstract
such separation weakens the worldovernment. The U.S. imperialistsThe people of the region also suppoitor the “right of nation to
counterrevolution and creates a morand Israeli Zionists, through theirPalestinian liberation struggles againstelfdetermination” is in complete
favourable ground for class strugglepoliticaleconomical- financial the artificially-built state of Israel. contradiction with Marxism. In the
in these countrie§Ve disagree with assistance, used the Iraqi Kurds tdhose who defend the oppressiorSoviet Union, the communists
the division ofYugoslavia because change the political geography of theexpulsion, murdeand genocide of the never tolerated the plots by the
it served the world reaction. region and to create a counterPalestinian people, those whdmperialistallied “Rada” in Ukraine
In the case of Iraqi Kurdistan: 1) Therevolutionary base against allexpressed happiness and applauded “Musavat- (Equality) — a
Autonomous Government of Iragirevolutionary forces and the peoplehe Zionist victory over thérabs, national liberal party” or
Kurdistan has decided to conduct aof the region. In addition, the sellcannot be the supporters of‘Dashnaks” in the Caucasus, and
organized referendum with theout Kurds who collaborated with Bill democracy freedom, and rights of suppressed them with the help of
official and open support of IsraeliClinton, George Bush, Obama, andhations to self-determination. Onethe Red Guard and communists of
Zionism to secede from Iraq and tdNetanyahu in the destruction ofshould not ignore the fact that in thethe regions.

establish an “independent”lraq, strengthened Daesh (ISISaftermath of upcoming events of theand in the service of a re-division
Kurdistan in northern Irag. This runsthrough a fabrication of events.economic and military siege ofof the world into new areas under
contrary to the constitution of Irag, They encouraged and assistetindependent Kurdistan”, there will beimperialist influence? If history and
which theAutonomous Government Daesh in its move towards Baghdadsituations that harm the Kurdishreality have shown that the
had signed to it. Is a bourgeois and@’hese counter-revolutionary Kurdspeople. Unfortunatelythe Kurds in answers to these questions is
national chauvinist government andare now PresidentTrump’s alliance with the regios’reactionary negative, and surely they have,
a close ally of imperialism andaccomplices in the furtherforces, as past experiences havihen this move should not be
Zionism in the region really destruction of the region. shown, will be the first victims of supported on the basis of a general
independent? In the next step, th&here are Kurdish organizations thaattempts for secession and of regiongdrinciple. No progressive force can
Kurdish regions ofurkey, Syria, and consider themselves asconflict. 3) In this class struggle thatconceal itself under the cover of
Iran should join the “independent”revolutionary and communist, buthas been waged, apart from a fewhe “right of nations to self-
Iraqi Kurdistan to declare a so-calledhey do not fight against these proindividuals, the seats of Kurdishdetermination” by means of
unified and independent state ofmperialist and pro-Zionist moves incommunist groups and revolutionanalliance with imperialism and
Kurdistan. This independence isthe region. Their activities consistorganizations are unfortunately emptyZionism. National chauvinist Kurds
even opposed by the Securityof a fight for the “Right to Self No Kurdish group has come to theargue that it is no ons’business
Council of the United Nations. Determination” by means of alliancescene as a defender of the classhom they want to accept as their
The only country that openly andwith imperialism and Zionism, theinterests of the working people, tomaster that alliance and
officially supports this creation of a counter-revolutionarydefend their unityand to expasand cooperation with Israel and the
“independence” is the aggressivébase, and a second Israel in thdestroy the common and oppressivenited States will be their own
state of Zionist Israel whose expertegion with the purpose ofenemy in each specific countrydecision, and that they alone will
agents continue to sabotage anguppressing the area’ When non-Kurd communists in Irandetermine who their friends and
provoke conflict in the regioilso, revolutionaries while stabilizing or Iraq speak for the elimination ofenemies are.

SaudiArabia has hidden behindlsraels status in the region. national oppression, in the arena off we accept this pseudo-argument,
Israel and the U.S. imperialists andrhis counter-revolutionary culture and education in motherwhy should the people and
has actively moved to build a reliableKurdistan, in the context of strategidongue or otherwise, they advocatevorking class of the region “raise
base for their sinister intentions inpolicies of imperialism and Zionism, this for all people in Iran, whethera snake in their sleeves”, which
the region. Israel has been active iwill not only be the enemy of theKurd orAzeri. Naturally the duty of intends to establish a base against
Iraqi Kurdistan for many years. It haspeople of the region, but must alsthe communists of oppressedhe existence of other countries?
deployed military and spy agents tdight the presence of anyminority nations is to promote Is this not a suicidal move for the
train the Iragi Kurds and to revolutionary and labour movemenmnational unityto cooperate and ally people and working classes in the
strengthen their ties with Israeliwithin Kurdistan itself. with other people, to promote theregion?Isn’t it selfishness and
Kurds who are moving to the areaMullah Mostafa Barzani, the advantage of the existence of aationalist blindness to calls on all
and buying lands in Kurdistan. undisputed Kurdish leader and thgreater countryand to promote the revolutionary forces to accept the
After the 1979 Revolution, the Iranianfather of Massoud Barzani, acooperation and alliance of thecreation of a colony in which
pro-Israeli trends of Mansourgraduate of the University dfel proletariat of all these nations undeswords are sharpened against the
Hekmat, with financial and logistical Aviv, repeatedly called for U.S.the leadership of the party of theneighbours? Is it permissible to not
assistance from Israel, entered Iracggupport for Kurdistan and evenworking class in Iran or Iraq. Therecognize as democratic and
Kurdistan and encouraged the Kurdexpressed the desire to annex Isaglranian communists’ @port for the respectable the moves of a force that
to make connections with the IsraelisKurdistan to the U.S. as its fifty-first legitimate demands of minorities“voluntarily” and “democratically”
Hekmats theories are in the servicestate. (Se page 57|nternational should expose the face of theaccepts complicity with Israel and
of removing obstacles to Palitics and the Middle East, Carl bourgeoisie of nationalities thatimperialism? The “rights” that lead
“‘independent Kurdistan”. The Brown.) Has such a request servethtend to deceive their ownto the destruction of the rights of
theories of struggle against Iraniansthe interests of the people of the regioworking class and shouldothers or threatens the lives of
love for homeland and the supporand of Kurdistan? Mullah Mostafacontribute to the unity of the classothers, are not rights, but are
for “patriotism” of national chauvinist Barzani congratulated the Israelis ostruggle. Its ridiculous that a self- instead a&ts of conspiratorial
Kurds are two examples of suchthe defeat of th&rabs in the Six-Day declared progressive Kurd calls orviolence. Just as there is no right
theories; the first was falsely portrayedNVar. Barezani fought with the Shah ofnon-Kurdish communists to defendto murder or to aggression, there
as chauvinism, and the second aslaan and the Savak and Mussatheir secessionist activitiesThe interests of socialism and the
symbol of internationalismAccording  operatives against theab people and unconditionally According to working class demanded that the
to Hekmats followers, non-Kurdish sent the Kurdish revolutionary anti-them, “Kurdish communists” bourgeois sections of these
communists should be Shah opponents to the gallows. Irshould call for national secessiongovernments or forces be
“internationalists” and vote for the October 1998, U.S. imperialismand non-Kurd communists shouldsuppressed. In Finland, the
secession of Kurdistan, but Kurdishprovided aid to the sell out oppositionalso defend national secession andorkingclass movement was
communists should be nationalists andncluding two main Kurdish groups, sacrifice the expediency of classsuppressed by the betrayal of the
with all powers and under all the Democratic Party of Barezani andtruggle and the interest of workersight-wing “socialists” and by the
conditions, support the dismantling ofthe Patriotic Union ofalebani andto for the interests of nationaldirectintervention of the Germans
Iran. They contrive stories that thethe Kurdish Islamic Movement; $97chauvinists. and by the reactionary bourgeoisie
secession of Iragi Kurdistan will leadmillion military aid and $2 million This relationship is not naturally of the Baltic countries. The Finland
to intensification of class struggle andoropaganda aid, for their assistancdialectical. By this logic, the solution stemmed from the
bring the prospect of socialism inin the U.S. occupation and looting of‘ Kurdish communists” are looking weakness of the Bolsheviks during
Kurdistan closerWhat an invalid Iraq. for non-Kurdish allies who confirm the FirstWorld War and was never
statement! Did the rise of the state oThere is no Kurdish organization thatheir secessionist movement wittrepeated. The national chauvinist
Israel intensify the class strugglehas condemned these plots againat‘communist stamp”. 4) The rightsKurds who do not have knowledge
against the Zionist bourgeoisie withinthe people of the region including theof nations to selfdeterminationof the history of this secession are
Arab-sieged Israel, oronverselydid ~ Kurds. which Lenin puts forward, dealssticking to “Finland Solution”
it lead to the suppression andNow, putting aside the theory with the rights of nations to example in vain and citing it with
disarmament © the Jewish Doesn't the emergence of such astablish their own nationalignorance.

communists with their tradition of a counter-revolutionary centre andgovernments, especially during (To be conted...... )



