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Katju calls for boycott of Manipu
chief minister N. Biren Singh

Rahul Gandhs Patna rally today to set
tone for Congress campaignin 2019

Agency partners away either RJID and JD(U) in 2015. The RID

Patna, Feb. 3 All India Congress had won four seats and NCP
IT News the governo's orderisto be be arrested too. Heseveral protests here and Committee (AICC) in-charge one in the last Lok Sabha polls.
Delhi, Feb 2 heard in Manipur High (Wangkhem) is now taggedcontacting lawyers. Congress president RahulShaktisinh Gohil, who has Meanwhile, Rishi Mishra,

Court on Friday as a habitual offender andMSAD president
Fomer Supreme Court judge'The people of Manipur false rumours of him being Thokchom Veewom
Markandey Katju has askedshould lead IndiaYour an abusive alcadlic and a attributed the lack of publi
the public to boycott chief minister Biren Singh womaniser are spreading.outrage to the fatigue o
Manipur chief minister N. has lost his mind and isPropaganda can’t coversevere state action'To
Biren Singh until journalist drunk on powerFind ways up the truthAs a mother them (Manipur residents
Kishorchandrawangkhem, to punish him. First, socially with two small daughters, the Natimal SecurityAct
who is in jail for boycott him. Do not go to| don’t know whether doesn't matter as they ar
uncomplimentary remarkshis social functions andthere is democracy orconditioned to live in g
about the Biren Singh, Primethose who do should also behuman rights?” terrible world. Manipuri
Minister Narendra Modi and boycotted. Don’t invite him Elangbam and her lawyersociey continues to live
the Rashtriya Swayamsevako any function. Treat him Shreejit Bhavsar saidin a fear Their
Sangh (RSS), is released. like a pariah,” Katju said. ~they were initially not conscience is beaten a
Wangkhem, who is the newsElangbam, who also spokeallowed to meet battered every time the
editor of a private channel,at several public meetingswangkhem before filing a resist.”
was initially arrested for here, highlighted the habeas corpus writ in thelndian Journalists Unio
defamation in November andconstant harassment of hehigh court. secretary genetaSabina
was given bail. He was laterfamily, including their two Elangbam credited thelnderjit called this, “the
re-arrested and sent toyoung daughters. Manipur Students’ worst case of a governme
detention for a year under‘The community started Association Delhi trying to suppress its
the National Securitpct. looking at us as criminals. (MSAD) for their support people from speaking” an
Wangkhems wife Ranjita People stopped talking to usto get Wangkhem called for scribes to thron
Elangbams plea challenging out of fear that they would released and for holdingthe courthouse on Friday

Gandhi will kick of his partys  been supervising the parsy’ former MLA of JD(U) and son
election campaign for the Lok campaign to mobilise of JD(U) MLC Vijay Kumar
Sabha polls with a rally at the peoples support for the rally Mishra, joined the Congress on
f historic Gandhi Maidan today has put off seat-sharing talksSaturday along with his
Being held after a gap of 28because of the rallyParty supporters in presence of BPCC
years the last wasleaders claimed the successhief Madan Mohan Jha. Rishi
addressed by the then primeof the rally would help the is grandson of former Union
eminister Rajiv Gandhi in 1989 Congress finalise the seat-minister Lalit Narayan Mishra.
— the Congresstally, titted sharing exercise with Many other leaders, including
Jan Akanksha rally is renewed confidence. former NCPMP Tariq Anwar
significant for the party which The Congress is looking toand president of Bihar Pradesh
had been on decline in thecontest about 12-15 seats ouvaishya = Mahasammelan
tate since 1998 when it joinedof 40 in the coming Lok Jagannath Gupta, have joined
hands with Lalu Prasad-ledSabha elections. Howevyer the Congress. “Many sitting
Rashtriya Janata Dal. the RJDS insistence of MPs ofthe NDA are waiting for
“By holding the rally on its being the ‘big brother’ in the opportune moment to become
own, the Congress will alsogrand alliance is making theflag-bearers of the Congress
explore the possibility of job difficult for the party in and strengthen hands of Rahul
going it alone in future Bihar. The Congress hasGandhi,” said party spokesman
elections,” said Bihar decided to goitalone in UP .Rajesh Kimar Rathore.
Congress spokesman Harkhtflf the RID does not offer a Besides the CMs of three
Jha, adding that the party doesespectable number seats irstates recently wrested by the
not want to leave coalition Bihar, Congress is free to Congress, former deputy CM

AFSFA big enabler for operations in ManipQBl|
probe hasihit troope morale, says armyioial

Courtesy HT
New Delhi, Feb 3,

disturbed areas and was seehavens,” said Mishra, who bestows sweeping powers omeed special protection t
as diluting the protection controls counter- the forces and prohibits discharge duties in areas th
under theAFSFA. insurgencyoperationsinnortheasprosecutions from being have been declared disturb
The ongoing probe into casesMishra was also very clear it India’s most violent state. initiated without the go-aheadand the security situatio
of alleged extrajudicial killings was not the right time to As many as 941 securityfrom the Centre, if the does not merit restricting th|
in Manipur has not hit troop review theAFSFA or even personnel and 1,942allegations are linked to thescope of the law

morale or led the force to dilute the law by withdrawing insurgents have been killed inpublic duty of the accused.Mishra said that from training
rework its counter-insurgency it from certain areas, given theManipur over the last three AFSPA is not in force in to operations, the army has an

strategy and theArmed security climate in the decades. “AFSR was Imphal, an area of 34 sq km,“in-built human rights” code|
Forces Special Powewsct insurgency-hit state. brought in to control the where it was denotified in and the force is very sensiti
(AFSR\) is a “big enabler and “We apprehend around 350situation. Naga and Manipuri 2004. to such issues. The SIT is
a prerequisite” for operationsinsurgents every year on aninsurgents were given The 700 army petitioners havecurrently probing 19 arm
in Manipur, a senior army average. They come out onadvanced weapons byquestioned the apex cowst’ operations involving 35
officer bail. They are there. Underoutside powers. They haveordering of the CBI probe into deaths.
said, stressing the forcethese conditions, is it the timeAK- 47s, rocket launchers andalleged extra-judicial killings Responding to a question q
adhered to a strict human(to review missiles,” army chief General by the armytheAssam Rifles the SIT probe, Biren Sing
rights code. AFSPA)? Denotifying Bipin Rawat said, respondingand the Manipur Police. said everyone shouldge
Manipur chief minister N Biren disturbed areas can converto a question on the The armys stand has beenjustice, be it the security force
Singh said the law should bethem into insurgent safecontroversial lawAFSPA  clear orAFSFA —that soldiers or civilians.
reviewed, with the caveat that:

scoms e S0 VVOT Wetlands Day observed at Sen
shares a porous

neighbouring country is Imphal, Feb 3,

known to harbour insurgent

the decision be taken
border with MyanmarThe |1 Naus
safe havens.

and wetlands are the lifethat we should plant trees forreducing the impact o
support systems that ensurevery occasion for the extreme weather events su
functioning of water cycle, he improvement  of  the as floods, droughts an
. > P The World Wetlands Day said the wetlands have speciaénvironment, he said that thecyclones and it act as

The army is doing its job. 5019 \as observed yesterdapttributes as cultural heritageexistence of wildlife is also natural sponge, absorbin
Why should our strategy e state-level on the themeof humanity and have deepequally important that is why and storing excess rainfa
change because of the probeqyatjands and Climate connections with our beliefs hunting of animals and birdsand reducing flooding
We have full faith in the due change’ at Sendra, Bishnupurand practices. They areshould be stopped. He said irDuring the dry season, the
process of lawiVe are a well- gigtrict jointly organised by indeed an important part of ourthe present world, a nation isrelease the water store
trained the Loktak Development natural wealth and assets, h&nown as a developed one ifdelaying the onset o
and regimented force andahority (LDA) and Loktak added. it conserves and protects thelroughts and reducin

there is no apprehension, ;e Tourism Development Taking example of the environment and the wildlife. water shortages, he added.

about troop morale,” said c4_gperative Society Limited. environmental degradation, Shri K. Jugeshwor Singh, As part of the function 4
Major General VK Mishra, | Wwetlands Day is he said the pollution of the Principal, Kumbi College and spot painting competition
who heads the Le'makhong'observed on 2nd February ofLoktak Lake, known as the Dr S. Shyamjai Singh, was held among 10
headquartered 57 Mountaing,ch year to mark the date ofnirror of the Manipuris nota  Scientific Oficer, LDA spoke students of various schoo
D!V'S'On‘ . adoption of Ramsar sign of development. in length about the at the Loktak Inland
His comments come at a timécgnyention orwetlands in  Speaking on the importance ofobservation of the day Transport complex. Th

when the Supreme Court has 977 The Convention is thethe Loktak Lake which is the importance of the wetlands,winners  were  given
ordered a special investigation, ., myilateral environmental largest fresh water lake in thescope of wetlands tourism andcertificates along with cas|
team (SIT) to speed up the;greement to date forNorth East India, he said thelink between the wetlats and  reward of Rs 3,000, Rs 2,00
registration of cases oncgnservation and wise usagdake including other wetlands the environment. Rs 1,000 as first, second a
alleged fake ) of wetlands. The World moderate the climate of theStating that the forest is thethird prize respectivelyTwo

encounters in Manipur a.ndWetIand Day is being State. He said that activelungs of the earth and thestudents received Rs 50
even as at least 700 soldiergganized 1o raise awarenespublic  participation is wetlands are the kidneys, Dreach as a consolation priz
have petitioned the top courtyn’he values wetlands havenecessary to save the LoktakShyamjai said that wetlandsand certificates.

against dilution of thFSFA ¢4 natyre and societyEach Lake. occupy 6 percent of theShri K. Robindro Singh
that shields them from yeartheworldWetlands Day Speaking on the decrease irtotal earths land surface Deputy ~ Speaker Dr

prosecution is attached to a specific themethe production/cultivation of and 12 percent of it acts asRadheshyam Yumnam,
without ~ the  central aqqgressing the gathering asthe yongchak (parkia a carbon sink. He said thatChairman MANITON/
governmens nod. the chief guest of the state-speciosa) in the State, hewetlands are vital for our MANIDCO , Shri Suhel

In July 2017, a three-judge|eye| function, Forest and opined that the decreasingwater and food security andAkhtar, Additional Chief
bench constituted an SIT ©Ognvironment Minister Shri number of population of the it help stabilize water Secretary (Forest an
probe 1,528 allegations ofyho nagjam Shyamkumarbats could be a reason behingupplies, cleanse pollutedEnviornment), Shri L.
human rights violations by ¢5ig that the conservation ofthe less production of thewaters, protect shorelinesBhagaton Singh, Projed
security personnel in Manipur epyironment is vital for the popularyongchak. He said and recharge groundwatemirector, LDA, students and
This . .. survival of the human beings.the rampant hunting of birds aquifers. teachers of various schools
was a blow to the immunity Aqding that water is in the State has direct impactHe said that wtlands play the area, among othe
enjoyed by security forces in\acessary for sustaining lifein the environment. Opining an _important role in attended the function

fight alone here as well,” saidand RJD leadefTejashwi
a senior Congress leader Prasadraday former CM Jitan
The Congress had won twoRam Manjhi, RLSP chief
out of the 12 seats it hadUpendra Kushwaha, former
contested in the last Lok JD(U) president Sharathdav
Sabha elections in allianceand president oVikassheel
with the RJD. In assemhly Insan Party Mukesh Sahni are
howeverit had contested 41 slated to share the dais with
Oseats and managed to eledRahul Gandhi and address the
at27 MLAs in alliance with the crowd.

" eShala Digital
Education launched

e
IT News
eThoubal, Feb. 3

Administrator of Kids’ Mold
School
o Principal of the school O.
Under the initiative of Centre Nabachandra Singh and vice-
For ~ Microfin ~ And principal Administration K.
Livelyhood, CML, TATA  Aphiram along with vice-
nfrusts —and  SELCO principal Academic, K.
h Foundation  Bangalore Nilakanta Singh as dignitaries.
tconducted SNL Energy programme manager of Selco
sSolutions, Manipur in hands Fondation Bangalore
with Kids’ Mold School in prashanta Sharma and
Yairipok Bamol Leikai proprietor of SNL Energy
d a one day trainingsolution Manipur
I e on solar energy Moirangthem Seth, Operation
€ programme was attendethead Bimal Moirangthem gave
by Samuel Meite, founder |ecture on Digital Education.

Renowned Manipuri
filmmaker returns
Padma Shri to protest
Citizenship Bill

SourceHindustan time Union of India is madeip of
Imphal, Feb 3, states,” he said. “When the
D northeastern states jointly
sInternationally acclaimed film represent or present something
maker from ManipuAribam in the government, they should
2 Syam Sharma on Sundayconsider it and if they do not
announced that he wasconsider naturally we have to
Nreturning the Padmashreeoppose.”
0.awards in solidarity with the “So, as part of showing solidasity
tngoing public protests | decided to return the award,”
against Citizenship says the 83-year-old prominent
O(Amendment) Bill 2016. filmmaker who debuted in the
€Addressing reporters at hisManipuri film scene as an actor
Imphal residence thisin the first Manipuri film
afternoon, renowned film ‘Matamgi Manipur'in 1972.
director and composer SyamLate president DAPJ Abdul
said the people in ManipurKalam had conferred the
need protection. Padmashree award to the noted
Saying that the state has onlyflmmaker for his contribution to
one or two MPs in a house ofManipuri cinema and world of
d500 plus members, hefimsin2006.

questioned what voice can theManipur has been witnessing
t northeast have in Parliament.continuous public movement
“They should respect us as against the Citizenship
ofstate — small or big. It should (Amendment) Bill after the Bill
snot be coured on population was passed in the Lok Sabha
basis. | raise this because then January 8.
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