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When the savior turns
perpetrator

T

he recent incident about a married girl having illicit affairs
with another male partner which went viral in social media
created a sense of anguished to almost every people of
the state. The moral of the married lady is indeed questionable as it
infringed the rich cultural tradition of the people of this state in
general and the Meitei Community in particular. Such act of women
have never been tolerated by the Manipuri society, any community
and local women bodies always consider such illicit affairs as an
insult to the community and for that reason there were no dearth in
mob action, no matter the rules of law established by the state does
not permit to take the law in their hands. Manipur had witnessed
many such incidents. News reports about civil society tonsuring
such women are not new and ostracizing of such woman from the
locality are common happenings.
However according to legal experts, any act by civilian, no
matter how genuine is their action, it is crime to take the law in their
own hand. Of recently, the government of Manipur had even
expressed serious concern about any form of mob violence.
In the incident stated above luckily, it is not the community that
comes forward, even though criticism to the act of the lady flooded
in Social media. No criticism from any of the Women’s organizations
who were active in policing of the morals of women community
came forward. But contrary to the series of events related to this and
the follow up, the people across the state learnt that it was a police
team and the Chairperson of the Manipur State Commission for
Women who came to meet the lady in question. Reason for the visit
of the Chairperson to the residence of the lady is yet to be find out
but according to a complaint lodged by the lady to the Chief Minister
of Manipur it is stated that the Chairperson of the Manipur
Commission for Women and an Officer in Charge of Sekmai Police
Station came and forced her sign a divorce paper . She even stated
that the police officer and the Chairperson threaten her of dire
consequences if the paper was not signed.
Before, Imphal Times concern is the deteriorating morals of the
women folk (not all). But now, if what the lady had written to the
Chief Minister stands true than definitely the fate of the lady of the
state is in grave danger. The Women Commission is supposedly
established as a statutory body to protect the rights of the women
community of the state, seem to be acting for favour of male folk
without conducting any kind of official formalities.
According to the opinion of some senior colleague, visiting to
a client’s (or victim’s) residence by a chairperson of a statutory
body is nothing wrong, if the situation demands. But in the current
issue we may observe from two angles. 1) in the present case the
lady, is the aggrieved party and a victim also. The authority may
visit her residence or wherever she lived, if the she requests; enquire
about the incident and collect first hand report personally. He further
said that, the recent happenings made her shameless and became
laughing stock. From this angle the chairperson may visit the victim’s
residence and, 2) in this case she is not the real victim as she framed
somebody of some charges. In such situation the chairperson’s
visit is unwanted. If she wants full report of the incident she may
call both the parties, jointly or separately.
In the divorce case before giving a final word a full counseling
is highly recommended. And one more important point to ponder is,
both the parties (wife and husband) should agree divorce in one
voice. If a party (wife or husband) opposes the case remains pending.
And, if the applicant refuses to withdraw the case, after councelling,
it will led to mediate (negotiation) by a competent authority or
authorised person.
In the present case, as reported by a section media, the
ch air p er so n h erself b r ou gh t th e d ivo r ce p aper an d to o k
signature of the lady (willingly or unwillingly as contradictory
reports came in) . Such act of the chairp erson arose many
qu estion s.
How long the divorce paper was pending in the commission?
Did the commission tried for counseling? Did the aggrieved
party approach the commission that she is willing to sign divorce
paper? Why the commission is so eager to take signature of the
aggrieved party? What is the harm by delaying to get signature, at
least some few days? Is the divorce case is within the purview of the
women commission?

Activists of NEFIS along with women organizations and progressive
organizations during protest demonstration at Jantar Mantar on Monday in
New Delhi against the brutal rape and murder of a woman veterinarian in
Hyderabad last week
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OIL, Piramal Swasthya launch mobile medical vans
for Assam, Arunachal Pradesh
By - Raju Vernekar
Dibrugarh, Dec 3
The Oil India (OIL) and Piramal
Sw asth ya Man agemen t an d
Research Institute (PSMRI), have
joined hands to launch SPARSHA
mobile medical units in underserv ed areas o f Assam an d
Arunachal Pradesh, with initial
launch of seven mobile medical
vans in Dibrugarh in Assam.
Each van is equipped with two
d o cto r s, tw o n u r ses an d tw o
pharmacists. All the seven vans
will conduct 168 camps in a month
by providing free health checkups, lab tests and medicines to the
v u lner ab le
po p u lation
of
Dibrugarh, Tinsukia, Charaideo
districts in Assam and Changlang
district in Arunachal Pradesh. NonCo mmu n icab le d iseases an d
maternal and child health will be
the major focus area under this
service.
These vans were recently launched
by Union Minister of State, Food
Processing Industries Rameshwar
Teli, alo n g w ith BJP MLA
Ritu p ar n a Bar u ah ( Laho w al
constituency), in presence OIL ED
(HR&A) RK Talukdar, OIL Head
(Assam & North East Operations)
Har deep Sin gh Bamb r ah an d
Dibrugarh Deputy Commissioner
Pallav Gopal Jha.
According to sources in OIL here,
the concept is to provide primary
h ealth car e ser v ices to th e
in accessible an d v u ln erab le
po pu latio n o f th e r emote O IL
o p eratin g ar eas. Th e h ealth
services will be provided right at
the door step of the beneficiaries,
which would reduce the distance,
co st an d time. Th e mob ile
dispensaries will handle the jobs
such as: Clinically diagnose and
treat select Non Communicable
Diseases (NCDs),chronic diseases
and common diseases, to conduct
health check-ups, lab tests and
d ispen sin g
med icin es
to
beneficiaries as deemed necessary
via valid prescriptions provided
by competent medical officers and
to create aw aren ess about the

Union Minister of State, Food Processing Industries Rameshwar Teli,
flagging off the medical van in Dibrugarh, while BJP MLA
Rituparna Baruah and other OIL officials look on
diseases and to hold special flood
relief camps.
Each of the seven vans wou ld
co nduct 24 service camp s in a
mo nth and the mo bilisation of
beneficiaries will be facilitated by
engaging two field volunteers in
each location of service. Given the
inaccessibility of primary health
services in the remote areas, the
SPARSHA Mo b ile h ealth car e
Ser vice at th e b enef iciaries’
doorsteps comes as a boon for the
needy patients.
During the launch of the vans, Teli
said, “I appreciate the efforts being
made by OIL to provide healthcare
services in its operational areas of
Assam and Arunach al Prad esh.
Going by the shortage of doctors
in rural and tea garden areas, the
SPARSHA
p ro ject
wo u ld
immen sely benefit its cover ed
population. I also acknowledge the
co ntr ibu tio n b y th e ”Pir amal
Swasthya” in running Govt and
CSR p r o jects acr o ss In d ia
including 104 services in Assam. If
time permits I will personally visit
the camps to have a look at the
activities and will also inform the
community members through the
village and panchayat members to
avail this service”.
Talukdar stated, “OIL is extending
mobile dispensary services in the
remotest parts of its operational
areas of Dibrugarh, Tinsukia and
Charaideo districts of Assam and

NEFIS joins protest against
brutal rape and murder of a
woman veterinarian
IT News
Imphal, Dec 3
The activists of North-East Forum
for International Solidarity (NEFIS)
along with women organizations
and progressive organizations had
p ar ticipated
th e
p ro test
demonstration at Jantar Mantar in
New Delhi against the brutal rape
and murder of a woman veterinarian
in Hyd er abad last w eek . Th e
incident has shocked the country
and has led to widespread protests.
The incident, it should be noted,
happened when the victim was on
h er w ay h ome after seein g a
dermatologist. The four accused
w ho h ave been ap p rehen ded
waylaid her and then brutally raped
and murdered her. Shockingly, the
police administration did nothing to
find the whereabouts of the victim
even when her family approached
it. No t o nly w er e th e po lice
personnel unwilling in helping the
family, they did not even register the
comp laint. This is n ot the f irst
incident where the apathy of police
has led to brutal incidents being
perpetrated. The Unnao case of
Uttar Pradesh and recent incident
of molestation of a woman from Kuki
community in Churachandpur are
glar ing examples of police and
military perso nn el’s activ e
connivance in victimization of not
just the survivors, but their families
as well.

Not only is the police, but the
central and state governments are
responsible for the perpetuation of
the victimization of the survivors.
The activists also raised the issue
of lack o f Nir bh aya Fund and
Nirbhaya Centres. The allocation of
Nirbhaya Funds has been ignored
by the cen tr al go vern ment f or
setting up of Nirbhaya One Stop
Crisis Centres. These centres which
were envisaged as one-stop points
for rape survivors to receive medical
and legal assistance have been nonoperatio nal across the country.
Sad ly, even after such b ru tal
incidents, no efforts are made by the
central and state governments to set
up such centres on a priority basis.
NEFIS demands that the police
personnel responsible for not filing
the complaint of the victim’s family
should be terminated from service
and strict action should be taken
against them. It also demands that
Nir b haya Cen tr es sho uld b e
established in all the districts so as
to ensure justice for the survivors.
NEFIS also demands that CCTV
cameras should be installed in all
the police stations to ensure speedy
filing of complaints as well as to
keep an eye on police personnel’s
working. NEFIS stands for solidarity
across communities and regions
again st
o pp ressio n
an d
exp loitatio n , an d p led ges to
con tin ue its end eav ou r s fo r
strengthening it in the coming days.

Changlan g district of Arunchal
Pradesh where medical services
are n ot r ead ily accessible. We
have collaborated with “Piramal
Sw asth y a” to imp lem en t th e
“O I L
S PARS HA
mo b i le
dispensary project” for the next
fo ur years, we w ill co ntribu te
towards the healthcare sector of
our region.”
Pir amal Swasth ya CEO Vishal
Phanse, said “India has embarked
u p o n th e jo u r n e y t o w a r d s “
u niv er sal h ealth” an d Pir amal
Swasthya has been contributing
to ac h ie v e th i s a im w it h i ts
exp er ien ce an d exp ertise. Th e
medical service in Assam and AP,
would certainly help in moving
the health indicators of the states
significantly”.
OIL has been conducting mobile
dispensary serv ices in the OIL

operational areas in Assam and
Ar unachal Pradesh thro ugh its
in - h o u se h ea lth car e te am o f
d o cto r s an d p ar ame d ic s a n d
catering to the primary healthcare
needs of poor, free of cost since
1980s. This service has also been
su p p le men ted w it h P r o je ct
SPARSHA un der wh ich mo bile
health camps are con ducted in
remote areas, where the primary
healthcare is a challenge.
“P ir am al
Sw a sth y a”
is
operational in 21 states in India
through its 35 innovative public
health care programs and it has
served over 10.7 crore people till
n o w. I t e mp lo ys o v e r 25 00
employees, including nearly 250
doctors, who work with motto of
public service. In the last 12 years,
its focus has been on influencing
p o lici es, go v er n an c e, a n d
ac co u n ta b il ity o f th e p u b l ic
h e alt h c ar e sys tem as a
know ledge and imp lementation
partner of the NITI Aayog.
Recen tly, Pir amal Fo un d atio n
p ar tn er ed w ith NI TI Aayog to
tr ansf orm 25 districts acr oss 7
st ate s i n I n d ia . I t h as b u i lt
partnerships with governments,
te ch n o lo gy
p ar t n er s
and
in ter n at io n al o r g an i zat io n s,
including with Michael & Susan
De ll Fo u n d a ti o n , Ha r v a r d
Gr ad uate Sch oo l of Edu cation
and World Diabetes Foundation.
These projects are implemented
thro ugh “Piramal Swasth ya”,
“Piramal Sarvajal” and “Piramal
Foundation for Education Leadership.

A Letter to B.R. Ambedkar
By -Inamul Haq
Jai Bhim!
I do not know how to start this letter. As the father of Indian
Constitution, I have so many questions regarding my basic rights that
are not being fulfilled. Baba Sahab, you took lot of difficulties in
framing the constitution, borrowing fundamental rights and duties
from other constitutions of the world. While framing it, the constitution
became the book of every individual irrespective of religion, caste,
colour and creed. Baba Sahab, today, I am going to question you
about the caste, class, religion, because these things will remain
dominant in our society. you know well the case of Rohit Vemula, a
PhD candidate from Hyderabad Central University, who wrote his last
words that when equality is denied, everything is denied, and my
birth is fatal incident. This is not one case in this country, where
students are being forced to do suicide on the name of caste and
religion. The crime of Rohit Vemula was that he belongs to lower
caste. Recently, a bright student of IIT Madras Fathima lathief was
also forced to give her life and in her phone note, it was found that she
was being harassed on the name of religion. Her last words were my
name itself is a problem. Baba sahab, you have worked too much, but
I think, you must have rise again and fight for this opium that divides
us on name, identity, region and soon. Baba Sahab, who created this
caste and if he created what kind of similarities and difference he
found in upper and lower caste.
Baba Sahab, the constitution that you provided to this country
have been buried slowly and slowly by the fascist government. They
murdered the real meaning of democracy and democracy remains only
headline. The power hunger reached too much extend that with tax
money, political parties are doing horse trading in order to form
government. With tax money, the Prime minister is visiting foreign
countries, enjoying Mushroom dish and Aam ka ras. However, when
the students protests against the fees hike, they are being charges
with sedition and well wishers of politicians are calling such institutions
as anti-national, sex racket, and urban naxalite hub. Why there is no
space for dissent.
Baba Sahab, in this country why a Kashmiri is treated as second
class citizen, why we people are caged. Where are our rights that you
granted like liberty, right to life and right to law?Why we are being
pushed into state of exception and state of liminality. The state of
Kashmir that was connected with India through article 370. Instead of
consulting the representatives of Kashmiri people. The present
government created such panic in the valley, which had terrified
everyone. On 5th August 2019, the Article 370 was abrogated
unconstitutionally. Besides that, on the same day till yet, seven million
Kashmiri’s have been caged. Baba Sahab, what is their crime, being
Muslimsor something else. The communication and internet remained
suspended. Schools and other institutions were closed. Baba Sahab,
definitely, you had to wake up again in this country. Otherwise, we
will be more colonized.

Note: The letter has been written in a competition
organised by department of social science, Central
university of Gujarat on constitution Day held on 26/
11/2019. The letter was awarded the first prize.
The writer Inamul Haq is a Research Candidate,
Central University of Gujarat.
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